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AT A 


GENERAL COURT 

Ol- TIIK 

EAST-INDI A COMPANY, 

Held on Wednesday, the of June, 1811, 

IT M'AS 

Hksolved, That the following Papers, already before the Court, 
respecting the case of the ex-Raja of Sattara, be printed for the 
use of the IVoprietors : viz . — 

Political Consultations, forming Vol. XII. of the Sattara Papers. 

Letters from \V. H. Macnaghten, Esq., Secretary to the Govern- 
ment of India, to W. H. Wathen, Esq., Chief Secretary to the Govern- 
ment of Bombay, dated the 2nd and IGth October, 1837. 

I'liat tlic following additional Papers, respecting the same case, be 
laid l)c;fore this Court, and printed for the use of the Proprietors : viz . — 

Copy of Treaty made between the Honourable Mountstuart 
Elphinstoiie and the llaja of Sattara, on the Establishment of the State 
of Sattara, in tlie year 1819. 

Co|>y of Letters from the Vakeels of the ex-Haja of Sattara to the 
Court of Directors, dated the 26th November, 1839, and 7th January, 
1840, with the (’ourt’s reply. 

Copy of Petition from Meer Afxall Alee, Vakeel of the ex-Raja 
of. Sattara, to the Court of Directors, dated the 1 4th September, 1840, 
with the Court’s reply. 

Copy of Letter from the Vakeels of the ex-Raja of Sattara to the 
Court of Directors, dated the 8th February, 1841. 

Coj)y of a New Treaty (if any) with the present Raja of Sattara. 

• 

Copy of all Documents from the Government of Bombay to the 
Court of Directors, transmitting Documents from the Resident at 
Sattara, relative to the .grant of certain jagheers to Baliajce Punt, and 
• others, since the accession of the present Raja of Sattara. 
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TREATY WITH THE RAJA OF SATTARA, 

Dated 25th September, 1819. 

TREATY of perpetual Friendship and Alliance between the Ho- SATTAUA 
^ ^ - PAPERS 

nourablc East-India Company and his Highness Mahauaja Pek- 

TAUB Shean, his Heirs and SuccMSsm's, concluded at Sattara, the Raja*ofSattara 

25//t of SeptembcT, 1S19, by Captain James Gbant, Political zsSept. 1819. 

Agent on the part of the Honourable East-India Company, and 

Wet'I’I'b Punt Fuknawee.sk, on the part of the Raja, try virtue 

of full powei's from their respective Governments. 

Wuf.reas the British Govermneut having determined, in consideration of the 
anti(}uity of the house of ins Highness the Raja of Sattara, to invest him with 
a sovereignty sufficient for the maintenance of his family in comfort and 
dignity, the following articles have been agreed to between the said Govern- 
ment and his Highness. 

Article I. — The British Government agrees to cede in perpetual sovereignty 
to tlie Raja of Sattara, his heirs and successors, the districts specified in the 
annexed schedule. 

Article H. — ^The Raja, for himself, and for his heirs and successors, engages 
to hold the territory in subordinate co-operation with the British Government, 
and to be guided in all matters by the advice of the British Agent at his 
Highness’s Court. 

Article III. — The British Government charges itself with the defence of the 
Raja’s territories, and engages to protect his Highness from all injury and 
aggression. The Raja, for himself, and for his heirs and successors, engages 
to afford every facility to the purchase of supplies for such troops as may 
be stationed in his country or may pass through it ; and the, pasture lands 
now appropriated for the use of the troops are to- be permanently given up 
to them. The Raja likewise, for himself, and for his heirs and successors, 
engages to afford all the assistance in his power to the British Government, 
in all wars and military operations in which it may be engaged. 

Article IV. — His Highness, for himself, and for his heirs and successors, en- 
gages at no time toincre^e or diminish the military force without the previous 
know^dge and consent of the British Government. 

'Artf^^Ti — The Raja, for bimself^md for his heirs and successors, engages 
to forbWlM^m all intercourse with foreign powers, and with all Sirdars, 

Chiefs, and Mini^rs, and all persons of whatever description. 
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TREATY WITH THE 


SATTAKA who are not by the above articles rendered subject to his Highness’s authority. 

PAPERS. With all the above persons his Highness, for himself, and for . his heirs and 
Treat'"^Ii!the "successors, engages to have no connexion or correspondenep. Any affairs that 
Raja of Sattura, uiay arise with them- relating to his Highness are to be exclusively conducted 
25 Sept. 1819. by the British Government. If (for the purpose of forming matrimonial con- 
nexions for his Highness’s family, or for any similar purpose) his Highness has 
occasion to communicate w'ith persons not rendered subject to his authority 
by this agreement, such communication is to be made entirely through the 
Political Agent. 

This article is a fundamental condition of the present agreement, and any 
departure from it on the Raja’s jjart shall subject him to the loss of all the 
advantages he may gain by the said agreement. 

Article VI. — ^Thc Raja shall ultimately have the entire arrangement of the 
country now ceded to him ; but as it is necessary, on account of the recent 
conquest of the country, that it should at first be governed with particular 
care and prudence, the administration will, for the ])re.scnt, remain in the 
hands of the British Political Agent. That officer will, however, conduct the 
government in the Raja’s name, and in consultation with his Highness: and 
in proportion as his llighncss and his officrers shall acquire experience, and 
evince their a])ility to govern the country, the British Government will gradually 
transfer the whole administration into their hands. He will, however, at all 
times attend, as above agreed, to the advice which the British Political Agent 
shall offer him, for the good of his state, and for the maintenance of general 
tranquillity. 

Article VII. — The possessions of the Jagheerdars within his Highness's terri- 
tory are to be under the guarantee of the British Govtirnment ; which, on the 
other hand, engages to secure their ])erforraing the service which they owe to 
his Highness according to established custom. 

Article VII I. — All persons guilty of murder, treason, robbery, or other great 
offences, who may fly from the territories of the Company into those of the 
Raja, are to be given up to the British Government. In like manner, all 
criminals, as above described, who may fly into tlie territories of tlie British 
Government, are to be given up to the Raja. For the better execution of 
justice and prevention of crimes, the Raja consents that the ofiicers of tlic 
Britisli Government may pursue such criminals and apprehend them in Jiis 
territory. 

Article IX. — The ghauts are to be the general boundary of the Raja’s terri- 
tory towards the Concaii. W here no specific cxctq)tion is made, those moun- 
tains are to be included within his Highness’s territory. 

A survey is to be undertaken as soon as convenient, to fix the frontier where 
the mountains run into the plain. The British Government reserves to itself 
tlie right of retaining such portions of the mountains, so situated, as may be 
necessary to make a clear frontier, or for other purposes. 

The British Government also reserves to itself the right of cutting timber on 
the western sides of the ghauts. The customs in the line of ghauts are to be 
levied by the Company, and an equivalent allowed to the Raja. 

Article X.— The Honourable Company and the Raja agree to enter, as 
soon as may be convenient, on a commercial treaty; and in the mean time, 
the Raja for himself, and for his heirs and successors, engages to adopt the 
same system with regard to customs as that which may be adopted by the 
British Government in its adjoining territories. 

Article XI.-— This treaty, consisting of eleven articles, being this day 
settled and concluded at Sattara, by Captain James Grant and Wittul Punt 
Furnaweese, Caj3tain Grant has delw^^^l to his llighncss, Mahar 2 tia/*/ertaub 
Shean, a copy of the same in Engli^'‘'’Mahratta, and Persian,/ der the 
seal and signature of the said Captain James Grant ; and his Maha- 

raja Pertaub Shean has delivered to the said Captain James* Grant^a; her 
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copy, also in English, Mahratta, and Persian, bearing his Highness’s seal and 
signature ; and the aforesaid Captain James Grant has engaged to procure and 
deliver to his Highness, without delay, a copy of the same, duly ratified by 
his Excellency the Most Noble Francis Marquis of Hastings, K.G., one of 
his Britannic Majesty’s Most Honourable Privy Council, Governor General 
in Council, appointed by the Honourable Company to direct and control all 
their affairs in the East-Indies, Commander-in-Chief of his Majesty’s and the 
Honourable Company’s Forces, &c., on the receipt of which by his said High- 
ness tills said treaty shall be deemed complete and binding on the Honourable 
East-Iiidia Company and on his Highness Raja Pertaub Shean, and the copy 
now delivered to his said Highness shall be returned. 

Ratified by the Governor General in Council, this 27th day of November, 
18Pj. 


SATTARA 

PAPERS. 

Treaty with the 
Raja of Sattara, 
25 Sept« 1819. 


ScHEDiM.E of the Territory and Revenue ceded to his Highness Maharaja Sdierhileof 
Pertaub Shean of Sattara, by the first Article of the Treaty concluded at „ ft^rntory and 
Sattara, the 25th September, 1819, and to which this Schedule is Mdjarajji*^Pertaub 
annexed. Shoan. 

1. Tliat portion of Nurthiircc in the Poona Prant, and that share of Seer- 
wul which lies south of the Neera river. 

2. The whole of the Wocc Prant, including the following nine turruffs, viz , — 


1 . Kii will lee, 

2. Waghsowlcc, 
9. Neemb, 


4. Kory Gaom, 

5. Sattara, 

G, Mohra, 


7. Purelee, 

8. Koodal, 

9. Wundun. 


3. The whole of the Jowlie soobah, from the line at which the ghauts join 
the plain in the Concan, and including the following nine turruffs, viz , — 


1. Bariih Moorrcc, 

2. Sonat Salsay, 

3. Tomb, 


4. Ahigaom, 

5. Kerumb Khora, 

6. Hailwuk, 

The forts of Pertaiibgurh, Wassota, Byroogurh, anc 
tions to this. These four forts arc to be garrisoned and ludd by the British 
Govermnent during its pleasure; but the lands immediately attached to them, 
and within the line aforesaid, are to belong to the Raja. 

4. The whole of the Prant Kurrar, including the following ten turruffs, viz , — 


7. Bamuhowlec, 

8. Hand at Khora, 

9. Zore Khora. 

Prichctgurh, are excep- 


1. Oomruz, 

2. Targaom, 

3. N alley hole, 

4. Tarela, 


5. Murlee, 

G. Patun, 

7. Waroon, 

8. lluweclee. 


9. 

10 . 


Kola, 

Barsa. 


5. The whole of Kuttoo Dis, including the following twelve turruffs, viz,- 


1. Hawalee, 5. Nunsur, 

2. Malowrce, 0. Mainee, 

3. Waugee, 7. Lulgoona, 

4. * Balowiicc, 8. Ouna, 

6. The whole of Fultun Dis. 

7. The whole of Maun Dis, including the following ten turruffs, viz , — 


9. Eetah, 

10. Kurraigaom, 
]1. Kaleedoon, 
12. Kanapore. 


5. Atparee 

6. Dehgaom, 

7. Dhurumpooree, 

8. Na ‘ 


9. Kassag&om, 
10. Punderpore. 


1. Auklooz, 

2. Balawnee, 

..3* Vclapore, 

4. Muswar, 

TlM^Jowing turruffs and villSges in the pergunna of Beejapore, viz . — ^ 
tf v lirS^gpla, ( 2: Gerdee, \ 3. Brimmapoorhee. 
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In Munguluchra the whole village of Koopsaugee : and the Raja having 
been told that his frontier should extend from the Kistna and Warna on the 
south, to the Neera and Beema on the north, and from the western ghauts, or 
Shyadrec Hills on the west, to the city of Pundcrporc on the east, exclusive 
of jagheers, there will be some additional territory made over to him from the 
province of Beejapore, to be hereafter specified, but of which the revenue shall 
not be less than one lac of rupees. 


9. The following turrufts and villages in the Prant Merech, viz. — 
1st. Kuryat Anjinuee village of Bunoor. 

2nd. Kuryat Visapore ITmul, and share of five villages, viz . — 

1. Attay, I 3. Nimuluck, I 5. Seergaom. 

2. Aiidcelec, | 4. Neeni, 1 


3rd. Bcllawree Umul, and share in seven villages, viz . — 


1. Bellawree, 

2. Dyaharee, 

3. Dooharcc, 


4. Gagoom. 

5. Taaparec, 


6. Doodhooiidic, 

7. Bambouree. 


4th. Keiry at Kowtah Mahungkul Umul, and shares of six villages, viz . — 

1. Nuiinee, I 3. Kawlapore, I 5. Mudgaomkee, 

2. Bedrec, | 4. Shergaom, | 0. Nagaom. 


5th. Astah Umul, and shares of seven villages, vtz . — 


1. Tanbulwaree, 

2. Koondulwaree, 

3. Dhow lee, 


4. Sakurday, 

5. Yvei Kurree, 


G. 

7. 


Malwartc, 

Pokiirnce. 


6th. Sauglet* I’mul, and shares in two villages, luz , — 

1. Bissoor, I 2. Suindowlee. 

7th. Kuryat Kowtah Vekund Umul, and share of the village Wusugra. 
8th. llewelcc Umul, and shares in three villages, viz . — 

1. Ilatnowlcc, [ 2. Alass, j 3. Nagaom. 

9th. Tasgaom Umul, and shares in four villages, vtz . — 

1. Poondee, J 3. Paray, | 4. Mungrool. 

2. Chiiichenee, j | 


10th. Sawarday Umul, and shares of three villages, viz . — 

1. Kusba Sawarday, | 2. Lowrie, |» 3. Dorlie. 

11th. Dehsing village of Kurotee Umul, in the following thirteen retained 
villages, viz . — 

1. Nagrally, 6. Baumie, 11. Bcnaporc, 

2. Keittao, 7. Nilgce, 12. Belwaree, 

3. Sawalwarrcc, 8. Tanug, 13. Kajapore. 

4. Tahree, 9. Taklee, 

5. Kumboojee, 10. Saolee, 


10. The following turruffs and villages in the Prant Panalla, viz . — 

1st. Turruff Walwa. 

2nd. Kuryat Bajey Umul, and shares in four villages, viz.^ 

1, Bouncha, I 3. Akulcope, I 4. Peeraukowtah. 

2'. Pete, j j 

3rd. Wurgaom Umul, and share of two villages, viz . — 

1. Sheegaom, i Konygaom. 

4th. Kodawlee Umul, and two villages, viz . — 

1. Kurujawray, I 2. Chickoonday. . . 

StV . ’‘urruff 





5th.* Turruff Huwellie, one village, viz . — 

1. Koorlup. 

6th. Kuryat Tulbcer, the whole of the following five villages, viz . — 

1. Tulbur, 41 Osrul. • 

2. Moonday, 5- Kurewlay and Umul, in the 

3. Masgaom, village of Vellum. 

7th. Kuryat Kassegaom, the following six villages, viz . — 

1. Kassegaom, I 3. Yeray, 5. Tombway, 

2. Rchtrallurwaks | 4. Thenowly, 6. Malkhccr. 

8th. Kuryat Satwa Umul, in the village of Manglay. 

9th. Tlie whole of the pergunna of Scrata. 
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11. The following turrufts and villages in the Prant Racebany. 

1st. Kuryat Vaudherc Umul, and shares in the following three vil- 
lages, viz . — 

1. Koorjeegoam, j 3. Chinchiney, and the village of 

2. Monela, [ Wureca. 


12. The following villages in tliQ Prant Nagul. 


1st. Kuryat Degruz Umul, and shares of four villages, viz.' 

1 . Dhongiir Sonce, 3. Kuzbar Degruz, j 

2. BoorJee, j 

2ncl. Kurgat Majrec Umul, in the village of Aklee. 


4. Baregaoni. 


13. The following villages in the Prant Hookaree. 

1st. Kiiryah Dadgaoni Umul, and share of three villages, viz . — 

1. Kusbah Dadgaoin, 3. Burkiboy, and the whole of the 

2. Boregaom Doputt, I Kusbah of Saluz. 

2nd. Kuryat Joogul Umul, in the village of Mungawuttee. 

Together with the possessions of the Raja of Akulkote, the Punt Suchew, 
the Prithee Nidhcc, and the jaghecr of the DufHays, in the pergunna of 
.Jhutt. 


Such villages as belong to the Putwurdhuns, within the boundaries of any 
of the above-mentioned purgunnas, are to be continued to be possessed by 
them, subject to such excliaiiges as the British Government may sec lit; and, 
in like manner, such villages as arc mentioned in this schedule, and now ceded 
to the Raja, which may be situated within the pergunnas or tiirruffs belong- 
ing to the British Government or Putwurdhuns, will be liable to such exchanges 
as the British CJovcrnmcnt may deem proper for the general convenience of 
parties concerned. 

The Raja shall have power to make such exchanges with the Raja of Akul- 
kote, the Punt Suchew, and tlic Jagheerdars subject to his authority, as may 
be desirable to the parties concerned, for the purpose of consolidating their 
respective possessions ; provided that such exchanges be undertaken with the 
immediate concurrence of the Agent of the British Government. 
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These districts were formerly held as a personal and military jaf^heer, and 
having come into the possession of the .British Government along with the rest 
of the country, they are now freely restored in consideration of the antirpiity 
and respectability of the family, to be held, as formerly, in personal and military 
jagheer. But as these districts came within the limits of the territory of his 
liiglincss the Baja of Sattara, according to the treaty with the British Govern- 
ment, therefore llenooka Baec Duffley is to be considered a Jagheerdar of his 
Highness’s government, but under the guarantee of the British Government. 

The following articles are agreed to on the part of the British Government 
and llenooka Baee Duifley : — 

1. The districts of Jut and Kurzgec having been possessed as a jagheer up 
to tluj period of the war, they are now freely restored and confirmed. During 
the Government of the Peisliwa these districts were held as an allowance for 
four hundred and fifty hor.se unde|; Rasteea, but afterwards tlie number was 
fixed at three hundred, and because the country was not in a flourishing state, 
full service to that amount was not demanded, and the number was finally fixed 
at two hundred. That llanooka Baee Duffley may live in affluence and com- 
fort, and also be enabled to keep up the contingent in the most complete 
state of equipment, Government have remitted three-fourths of that number, 
and fixed the present contingent at fifty horse, which must be kept up con- 
stantly in the service of his Highness the Raja of Sattara. 

2. The horses and men forming .^gl't ’^tingent are to be good. The horses 
of the value of from 3 to 400 rupee^dSfej^^ always prespnt in the ser^-ee of his 
Highness, and to proceed without delay or^jr«i;nonstrance wherever thflg services 

may 


B. 

Terms of 
Agreement. 


TLRMS jixed hif Captain J.^\ies Grant Sahib liahadoor^ on the 
pari of the Honourable Company liahadoor^ for Usmut' 1*ijna 
Rf.nooka Baee Duffley, JDemioolc of flat and Kurz^cc, by 
ic/iich the Jut and Kuhzgkv. jj^^'gunnaa arcinade over to her. 
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may be required. They are to be mustered whenever so ordered, and should 
there be any deficiency in the number, such deficiency must be made good at 
the annual rate of Rs. 300 per each horse, to be calculated from the period of 
the former muster ; but previous to enforcing the demand, a representation of 
the circumstances will be made by his Highness’s government to the Agent 
of the British Government, and his concurrence obtained. 

3. In the event of the contingent being employed in war under a requisition 
from the British Government, and should any men or horses in consequence 
be killed or wounded, it is to be clearly understood, that nothing in the way of 
an equivalent shall be paid by the government of his Highness. Risks and 
casualties of all kinds, as well as the furnishing of ammunition, arc included 
in the allowance. 

4. The whole expense of managing the jagheer is to be defrayed without 
reference to what is incurred by keeping up the horse, as the territories of the 
British Government and oi‘ liis Iliglmcss adjoin the jagheer; it is thereibre 
determined, that in the event of any disturbance taking place in them, on 
the requisition of the Mamlutdar of either government, aid shall be furnished 
by a ready co-operation with all the disposable police of the jagheer. 

0. Whatever enams, villages, wuttuns, and other allowances have hitherto 
belonged to Henooku IVaee Dutticy within the territories of the British Govern- 
ment, or of his Highness, shall be continued, and whatever items of revenue 
belonging to his Highness’s government may be within the jagheer district 
shall continue to be paid. All doornallee villages and land wurshashun, 
dhurniadao, dewastun, rozindar, khyrat, nemnook, dhurruck, and such like 
allowances witliin the jagheer, must be continued as they are at present. All 
persons having possessions on ( iovernment deeds are not to be interfered with ; 
such intc'rru[>tions as might exist from temporary causes .at the time charge 
was re(!eived (from the British Government) arc to be Examined, and the claims 
justly settled. 

Oare must be taken that no just cause oi complaint may be brought forward 
on such points. In cases wlien any of the above-mentioned possessors of in- 
lieritance or allowance shall behave improperly, it will be necessary to acquaint 
the yVgent of the British Government with the particulars, who, in conjunction 
with his Jiigiiness's government, will intimate what course is to be pursued, 
in respect to punishment or resumption. Should ])crsons Iiolding such 
iniicritaiices or allowances raise or excite any disturbances, or commit any 
od'ences against the ]>cacc of the public, or should ])er.sons possessed of sucii 
rights die without Jieirs, you will fully investigate the matter, and state wiiat 
appears really just, when his Highness’s government, with the advice of the 
Agent of the ibitish Government, w'ill send such orders as may seem fit, and 
which must be conformed to, 

(). Tliat the inhabitants of the jagheer territory may be protected, justice 
must be ])ropcrly disiKmsed, and a good, police uj>held, to detect theft and to 
suppress gang robberies. If this is not attended to, and tlie country be with- 
out justice, so that people are obliged to complain, the government of his 
Highness, with the advice and assistance of the Agent of the British (Govern- 
ment, having understood the matter, will decide on such subjects, and their 
decisions must be attended to ; and further, in regard to sucli decisions not 
being attended to, so that the country may fall into a state of misgovernment, 
and robberies and other crimes become of very frequent occurrence, in such ai) 
event, whatever may appear to be the i»ost proper measures shall be suggested 
by the Agent of the British Government, and coiTesponding arrangements will 
be made by his Highness's government. 

7 , Without orders from Government, no extra troops are to be levied and 
lame assembled for the purpose of ma^jg war on any one. In matters of * 
family disput^js concerning relatiopg j^^^feS ^^. such like, no appeal to arms can 
perini^ed, but the case is to M^l^re^nted to the Ageiit of the Britisli 
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Government, who shall communicate with the government of his ilighness, 
and whatever decision is given must be reckoned binding. 

8. With the exception of those under the government of his Highness, no 
intercourse or communication b}^ letter is to be entered into with such as 
Bajec Row Sahib, or other princes, chieftains, commanders and others, nor 
is any aid or assistance, by joining the troops of any one, to be given. TJiis 
article forms the basis of the present agreement ; and should what is above 
written be departed from, the jaghcer will not be continued. 


9. All persons having committed crimes within the jagheer country, who 
Jiiay take shelter in the territories of tlie British Government, or of his High- 
ness, shall be delivered over to Renooka Baec Duffley, after information has 
been given to the Agent of the British Government, and by him communicated 
to the British Government, or to the government of his Highness, as the case 
may be ; and, in like manner, ail criminals from the territories of the British 
Government, or of his Highness, shall be delivered up by Renooka Baee 
Dufliey, to their respective governments ; and assistance must be rendered to 
people of either government who may be sent for the apprehension of such 
offenders. 


10. Whilst you, Renooka Baee Duffley, shall continue to fulfil the terms of 
your service in good faith, integrity, and fidelity, your jaghcer shall be held 
without any interruption from liis Highness’s government; on this i>oiiit the 
British Government* is your guarantee. 

11. All titles and forms of respect hitherto enjoyed by Renooka Baec 
Duffley shall bo continued. All reejuests on the part of the Jagheerdar 
which may be reasonable and proper shall be granted, but such as are other- 
wise shall not be agreed to. 

12. As the jagheer diskict adjoins the territory of his Highness, and it ma}- 
be necessary to effect exchanges of itgms of revenue or land, for the purpose; 
cither of defining the boundary or for police arrangements, therefore, on a 
representation from the government of his Highness, the Agent of the British 
Government will arrange such exchanges as may be necessary, j^rovided they 
are not injurious to the interests of the Jagheerdar, and such exchanges must 
l)c made accordingly. 

In all twelve articles as above, which must be observed. 22nd April, A.D. 
1820, corresponding with 8 Rnjjub Soor Sun Athreen Myuttyn Wu Alif (or) 
Arabic year 1220, at Sattara. 

[^S'lgmiturc of Capl, J, Grants] 


— B.— 


SealofH.H.the ^ 
Raja of Sattara. 
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AGREEMENT on the part of his Highness the Raja of Sattaha, 
respecting Rknooka Baee Duffley, Deshmook of the jya'gtinnas 
of Jut and Kukegee, to whom these commands are isstted. 

The pergunnas of Jut and Kuragee having been for a long time past jios- 
sessed by you in jagheer, therefore the British Government have in their 
liberality freely restored and bestowf^,^the same on you according to terms 
fixed by Captain James Grant, Ba^i w L y ^ <^a their part, consisting of twelve 
articles. ' 


The 



The country of the jagheer having come within the limits of the territory of 
his Highness by the treaty with the British Government, an agreement in 
consequence has been made out and delivered to you on the part of the British 
Government, which has been approved of by fhe Huzzoor, and for the purpose 
of confirming you in the above-mentioned jagheer, the Sirkar has determined 

as follows : 

* 

1. The pergunnas of Jut and Kurzgee are to be held as a personal and mili- 
tary jagheer, on condition of furnishing fifty horse completely equipped, 
to be kept constantly present in the service of his Highness the Raja of 
Sattara. 

2. The horses and men forming the contingent are to be good, the horses of 
the value of from 3 to 400 rupees, to be kept constantly ready in the service of 
his Iliglmess, to be mustered whenever so ordered, and to proceed wlierevcr 
their services may be required, without delay or remonstrance. Should any 
deficiency in the number appear at muster, such deficiency must be made 
good at the annual rate of 300 rupees per each horse, to be calculated from 
the period at which the former muster took place ; but previous to enforcing 
this demand, his Highness's government will make a representation of the 
circumstances, and obtain the concurrence of the Agent of the British 
( lovernment. 

3. In the event of your contingent being employed in war on requisition by 
tlio Agent of the British Government, and should any men or horses in consc- 
tjucncc be either killed or wounded, it is to be clearly understood that nothing 
ill tile way of compensation shall be paid by the Government of his Highness. 
Risks and casualties of all kinds, as well as the furnishing of ammunition, are^ 
included in the allowance. 

4. The whole expense of managing the jagheer is to be defrayed without 
any reference to what is incurred by keeping up the horse. The territories 
ol‘ the British Government and of his Highness being situated close to the 
Jaglujcr country, in the eyent of any disturbances taking place, on the requi- 
sition of the Mainlutdars of either government, aid must be furnished by a 
ready co-o[)cration with all the disposable police of the Jagheer. 

o. Whatever wuttun or other allowances have hitherto been enjoyed by you 
within tlie territory of his Highness shall be continued, and all items of reve- 
nue belonging to his Highness within your districts shall continue to be paid. 
Within the jagheer country all doomallec villages and land w^iirshashiin, 
dhurmadao, dewustiin, rozindar, khyrat, nemnook, dhurruck, and such like 
allowances, must be continued as they at present stand. All persons having 
possessions on government grants arc not to be interfered with ; such interrup- 
tions as might exist from temporary causes at the time you received cliarge 
(from the British Government) are to be examined, and tj^e claims justly set- 
tled. You will be careful that no just cause of complaint is brought forward 
against you on such points. 

In cases where any of the above-mentioned possessors of inheritances or 
allowances shall behave improperly, it will 4ie necessary to acquaint the 
Agent of the British Government with the particulars, who, in conjunction with 
his Highness’s government, will intimate wdiat course is t^ be pursued, cither 
in respect to punishment or resumption. Should persons holding such inhe- 
ritances or allowances raise or excite any disturbances, or commit any offences 
against the peace of the public, or should persons die without heirs, you will 
lully investigate the matter, and state what may appear really just, when his' 
Highness’s government, with the advice of the Agent of the British Govern- 
ment, will send such orders as may seem fit, and which must- be con- 
formed to. 

6. That the inhabitants of the jaghAj^country may be protected, justice 
must be propprly administered, and . i^^^^ ^olice upheld, to detect theft and 
to suppress gang robberies. If thijt^^wt^ttended to, and unjust decision* 
given, so that people are obliged tifromplain, the government of his Highness, 
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with the advice and assistance of the Agent of the British Government, hav- 
ing understood the matter, will decide on such subjects, and their decisions 
must be attended to : and further, in regard to such decisions not being 
attended to, so that the country may become in a state of misgovernment, and 
robberies and other crimes of very frequent occurrence, then whatever appears 
to be the proper measures shall be suggested by the Agent of the British 
Government, and corresponding arrangements will be made by his Highness’s 
government. 

7. Without orders from Government no extra troops are to be levied, and 
none assembled for the purpose of making war on any one. In matters of 
family disputes concerning relationship, and such like, no appeal to arms can 
be permitted, but the matter is to be represented to Government, when such 
orders as may be given with the advice of the Agent of the Government must 
be reckoned binding. 

8. With the exception of those under the government of his Highness, no 
intercourse or communication by letter is to be entered into with any chiefs, 
such as Bajee Row Sahib, or other princes, chieftains, commanders and others, 
nor is any aid or assistance by joining the troops of any one to be given. This 
article forms the basis of the present agreement, and should what is above 
written be departed from, with the advice of the Agent of the British Govern- 
ment, the jagheer will not be continued. 

9. All persons having committed crimes within the jagheer country, and 
who may take shelter in the territory of his Highness or of the British Govern- 
ment, shall be delivered up to their respective governments, and every assist- 
ance must be rendered to people of either government, who may enter your 
country in pursuit of such offenders. 

10. Whilst you continue to perform the terms of your service in good faith, 
integrity and fidelity, your jagheer shall be held without any interruption on 
the part of the Sirkar ; on this point the British Government is your guarantee, 
which his Highness’s government agrees to. 

11. All titles and all customary forms of respect hitherto enjoyed by you 
shall be continued ; all requests on your part which may be reasonable and 
proper shall be granted, but such as are otherwise sliall not be agreed to. 

12. As your jagheer adjoins the territory of his Highness, and consequently 
it may be necessary to effect exchanges of land or items of revenue, either for 
the purpose of distinctly defining the boundary, or for the j)olice arrangements, 
therefore such exchanges shall take place with the advice and assistance of 
the Agent of the British Government, provided they are not injurious to your 
interests. 

13. You must apgpar in personal attendance yearly at the festival of the 
Dussorah, and also attend on all occasions of ceremony or congratulation when 
your attendance may be required by his Highness. You must also be in per- 
sonal attendance whenever the establishment of his Highness may move to any 
great distance. 

A true translation. 

(Signed) Henry Adams. 
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Seal of 

Capt. Jas. Grant. 


TERMS hy Captain James Grant, Bahadoov^ on iJie part of 
the Honourable Company^ for Rao Sahib Mikiiban Jan Rao 
Naik Nimbalkijii, Dedvmook of Phultun^ by xvhich the pergiinna 
of PiiuL'i'UN is made over to him as he enjoyed the same formerly^ 
in personal and military jagheer. 

This district, along with the rest of the country, having come into the posses- 
sion of the British Government, it is now freely bestowed as a military jaghecr 
in consideration of the antiquity and respectability of the family ; but as accord- 
ing to the terms of the treaty concluded with his Highness the Raja of Sattara, 
this jaghcer is within the limits of his territory, therefore Jaii Rao Naik Nim- 
balkur is to be considered a Jaghcerdarof his Highness’s government, but under 
the guarantee of the British Government. 

The following articles are agreed to on the part of the British Government 
and Jan Rao Naik : — 

1. The Phultun pergunna having been possessed up to the war as a personal 
and military allowance, in like manner it is now restored and confirmed. During 
the government of tlie Peishwa the contingent was fixed at three hundred and 
fifty horse, but in consequence of the country not being in a flourishing state, 
service to the full amount of this number was not insisted upon. 

That Jan Rao Naik may live in affluence and corhfort, and also be enabled 
to keep up his contingent in tlie most complete state of equipment and readiness 
for the service, Government have fixed the amount of it at ninety horse, of which 
number seventy-five must always remain in the service of his Highness the Raja 
of Sattara, and the remaining fifteen with the Naik. 

2. The horses and men forming the contingent are to be good, the horses of 
the value of from 3 to 400 rupees, and to be always kept ready in the service 
of his Highness’s government; wherever their services may be required they are 
to proceed witliout any delay or remonstrance- They are to be mustered when- 
ever so ordered, and should there be any of the number deficient, such deficiency 
must be made good at the annual rate of 300,rupees for each horse, calculated 
from the period at which the former muster took place; but previous to enforcing 
the demand, his Highiicss’s government will make a representation of the cir- 
cumstances, and obtain the concurrence of the Agent of the British Govern- 
ment. 

3. In the event of the contingent being employed in war under a requisition 
from the British Government, should any horses or men in consequence be 
killed or wounded, it is to be clearly understood, that nothing in the way of 
an equivalent shall be paid by his Highness’s government. Risks and casualties 
of all kinds, including the furnishing of ammunition, are included in the allow- 
ance. 

4. The whole expense of managing the jagheer is to be defrayed without any 
reference to what is incurred by keeping up the horse. The territories of the 
British Government and of his Highness being situated close to the jagheer, 
in the event of any disturbance taking place, on the requisition of "the Mam- 
lutdars of either of the governments, aid must be furnished by a ready co-ope- 
ration with all the disposable police of Ae jagheer. 

5. Whatever enam villages, wutMjgi ^ . S^ . have hitherto belonged to the 
Naik shall be continued to him on^^^pBmtory of his Highness, and all items 
of revenue of his Highness whichmewithin the district of the Naik shall be 

paid 
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paid to his Highness’s government within the jagheer territory ; all doomallee 
villages, wurshashun, dhurmadao, dewastun, rozindar, khyrat, nemnook, dhur- 
ruck, and such like payments must be continued as they are at this time. All 
persons having possessions on government grants are not to be interfered witli ; 
such interruptions as might exist from temporary causes at the time you 
received charge from the British Government are to be examined, and the 
claims justly settled ; you will be careful that no just cause of complaint is 
brought forward against you on such points. 

In cases where any of the above-mentioned possessors of inheritance or 
allowance shall behave improperly, it will be necessary to acquaint the Agent 
of the British Government with the particulars, who, in conjunction with his 
Highness’s government, will intimate what course is to be pursued, either in 
respect to punishment or resumption. Should persons holding such inheritance 
or allowance raise or excite any disturbance, or commit any oftences against 
the peace of the public, or should persons possessed of such rights die without 
heirs, you will fully investigate the matter, and state what may appear really 
just, wlicn his Highness's government, with the advice of the Agent of tlie 
British Government, will send such orders as may seem fit, and which must 
be conformed to. 

G. That the subjects of the jagheer territory may have protection, justice 
must be properly administered, and a good police upheld, to detect thefts and 
to suppress gang robberies. If this is not attended to, and the country be 
without justice, so that people arc obliged to complain, the government of his 
Highness, with the advice and assistance of the Agent of the liritish (iovernment, 
having understood the matter, will decide on such subjects, and their deci.sions 
must be attended to ; and further, in regard to such decisions not being attended 
to, so that the country may become in a state of misgovernrnent, ajul rol^bories 
and other crimes of very frequent occurrence, then whatever appears to be 
the proper measures shall be suggested by the Agent of the British Govern- 
incnt, and corresponding arrangements will be made by his liighnc.s.s\s govern- 
ment. 

7. Without orders from Government, no extra troops are to be levied, ami 
none assembled for the purpose of making war on any one. In matters of 
family di.sputcs concerning relationship and such like, no appeal to arms can 
be ])ermitted, but the case is to be represented to the Agent of the British 
Government, who will communicate with the government of his Highness, and 
whatever decision is given must be reckoned binding. 

8. With the exception of those under the government of his Highness, no 
intercourse or correspondence by letter is to be entered into with such as 
Bajee Row Sahib, or other princes, chieftains, commanders and others, nor is 
any aid or assistance by joining the troops of any one to be given. This arti- 
cle forms the basis of the pre.sent agreement, and should what is above written 
be departed from, the jagheer will not be continued. 

9. All persons having committed crimes within the jagheer territory, and 
who may take .shelter in the dominions of the British Government or of his 
Highness, shall be delivered over to Jan Rao Naik Nimbalkur after informa- 
tion has been given to the Agent of the British Government, and by him com- 
municated to the British Government or to the government of his Highness, as 
the case may be; and, in like manner, all criminals from the territories of the 
British Government or of his Highness shall be delivered up by Jan Rao Naik 
tb their respective governments, and assistance must also be rendered to any 
public servants who may be sent for the apprehension of such persons. 

10. Whilst Jan Rao Naik shall continue to fulfil tho» terms of his service 
in good faith, integrity, and fidelity, the jagheer shall be held without any 
interruption from his llighness’s govej^'ment; on this point the British Govern- 
ment is the guarantee. 

‘11. All titles and all customar^^lfSI^yif respect hitherto enjoyed by Jan 
Rao Naik shall be continued ; all requ^ShR:: the part of the Jagheerdar wljiich 

may 
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mav be reasonable and proper shall be granted, but such as are otherwise 
shall not be agreed to. 

12. As the jagheer district adjoins the territory of his Highness, and con- 
sequently it may be necessary to effect exchanges of items of revenue or land, 
eitlier for the purpose of distinctly defining the boundary or on account of 
arrangements in the police, therefore on a representation from the government 
of his Highness, the Agent of the British Government will arrange such 
exchange.^ as may be necessary, having previously ascertained that they will 
not be injurious to the interests of Jan Rao Naik, and such exchanges must 
be made accordingly. 

[Signature of Captam Grant,^ 

In all twelve articles as above, which must bo observed. At Sattara, 22nd 
April, A.D. 1820, or 8th Rujjul Soorum Ashreem Myuttun Wu Ulf, or 
Arabic year 1220. 

True translation. 

(Signed) Henrv Adams. 
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TERMS fxed by daplaiu James Grant, Sahib Bahadoor^ on the 
part of the Honourable Company^ for Rao Sahib Mooshfuk 
Miuiiuan Pi'RSEMAM, PundU Prithee I^idhcc. 

The possessions of the Punt Prithee Nidhee came into the possession of the 
British Government along with the rest of the country, but in consideration 
of tiu; antiquity and respectability of the family, they have been freely 
restored in the same manner as they were Jield, up to the period of the war. 
But as the greater part of the country of the Prithee Nidhee is within the 
limits of the territory made over by treaty to his Highness the Raja of Sattara, 
the Prithee Nidhee therefore is placed under the government of liis High- 
ness. 

Tlic British Government is to guarantee, and the terms fi.xed are as follows: 

• 

1. Tliat the inhabitants of the country under the Prithee Nidhee may be 
protected, justice must be properly administered, and a police established for 
the prevention and detection of thiewes and robbers. Should justice not be 
honestly dispensed, and thefts and robberies from the inefficiency of the 
police become so frequent that people may be obliged to coiiiiplaiii ; in the 
event of such being the case, the government of his Highness will, with tlie 
advice and assistance of the Agent of the British Government, issue directions 
on the subject, which must be attended to. 

2. All efficient police must be established, so that no inhabitants of the 

country under the Punt Prithee Nidhee may commit thefts or robberies 
within the territories of the British Government, or of his Highness. Should’ 
at any time stolen property be found or thefts traced within tlie country of 
the Punt Prithee Nidhee, the thief and stolen property must be ma^e over to 
whichever government may demand them. People of either government who 
may enter the country of the Prithee Ni^ee for the purpose of apprehending 
criminal and other offenders must have^X^;^ assistance given to them. If this 
is not attended to, then whatever the proper measures shall bq 

suggested by the Agent of the Briti^pSvermnent, and corresponding arrange- 
ments will be made by his HighneSiSs government. 
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3. Excepting those under the government of his Highness, no intercourse or 
communication by letter can be allowed with any chiefs, suCh as Bajee 
Rao Sahib, or other princes, chieftains, commanders, and others, nor is it 
permitted to give aid or assistance to any one. Tliis article is the basis of the 
present agreement, and a departure from it will occasion the forfeiture of all 
advantages possessed by virtue of this agreement. 

4. Without the knowledge and orders of Government no extra troops are to 
be entertained, or war entered upon with any one. In all cases of domestic 
dispute about relationship, and such like, no appeal to arms can be permitted, 
but information must be sent to the Agent of the British Government, who will 
represent the aflair to the government of his Highness, and such decisions, as 
with his advice shall be given, must be reckoned binding. 

5. In the event of disputes taking place regarding items of revenue possessed 
by tlie Prithee Nidliee within the districts of the Putwurdhuns or others, in- 
formation of the particulars must be sent to the Agent of the British Govern- 
ment, when a settlement will take place in consequence ; but no separate 
communication is to be made. 

G. As the country of the Prithee Nidhee adjoins the territories of the British 
Government and of his Highness, it may be necessary to make exchanges for 
the purpose of correctly defining the boundary, or on account of ])olice ar- 
rangements ; but such exchanges shall be made in a manner not injurious to 
the interests of the Punt. 

7. The sum of two thousand rupees, formerly paid yearly by the Prithee 
Nidhcc to the Punt Suchew, has been made over by him to the government 
of his Highness, to whom it must accordingly be paid annually. 

8. All allowances in the country of the Prithee Nidhee, such as doomallec, 
dhurmadao, cnanis, wurshashuns, dewastun, rozindar, nemnook, dhurrnck, 
and others of the like kind, mnst be continued as they at present exist; there 
ought to be no complaints on this head. 

9. As the British territories and those of his Highness ad join the country of 
the Prithee Nidhee, it is necessary that in all cases of disturbances occurring 
ill them, assistance shall be rendered on the requisition of the Mamliitdars of 
cither government. 

10. The Punt Prithee Nidliee must ajipear in personal attendance on his 
Highness yearly at the festival of the Dussorah. All titles and customary 
forms of respect hitherto enjoyed shall be continued to the Punt- 

In all ten articles as above, which must be observed. At Sattara, 22nd 
April, 1820, corresponding with 8th Rujjub Soor Sun Ashrecni Mvnttim Wu 
IJlf, or Arabic year 1220. 

[S/gm/t/irc of Capt, J, Grant.^ 

True translation. 

(Signed) Henry Adams. 


— C., No. 4.— 


Seal of H.H. the 
Raja of Satlanu 


C. 1. 

Terms of 
Agreement. 


agHeement on the part of his Highness the Raja of Sattaiia, 
respecting Rajee Sree Ja^jRao Naik Nimbalkuu, Deshmook of 
the Phullun jiergunna, n these commands are issued. 

The pergunna of Phultun havin^|^^»^For a long time past possessed by 
you as a personal and military jagheep^tn^ British Government therefore have 
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in their liberality freely bestowed and restored the same to you, according to 
terms fixed by Captain James Grant, Bahadoor, on their part. 

The country of the jagheer having come within the limits of the territory of 
the Huzzoor, by the treaty with the British Government, it has accordingly 
been placed under it, and an agreement on the part of the British Government 
has been made and delivered to you, which has been approved of by the 
Sirkar ; and for the purpose of confirming you in the above-mentioned jagheer, 
the Huzzoor has determined as follows : 
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1. The pergunna of Phultim is to be held as a personal and military 
jagheer, on condition of furnishing ninety horse, seventy-five of which com- 
pletely [equipped], and the horses good, are always to be kept in the service 
of the liuz7A)or, and tlie remaining fifteen to remain with you. 

2. The horses and men forming the contingent are to be good, the liorses of 
the value of from three to four hundred rupees, and to be always kept ready 
in the service of his Highness’s government; wherever their services may be 
required they aie to proceed without any delay or remonstrance. They are 
to be mustered whenever so ordered, and should there be any of the number 
deficient, such deficiency must be made good at the annual rate of three hun- 
dred rupees for each horse, calculated from the period at which the former 
muster took place ; but previous to enforcing the demand, his Highness’s 
government will make a rcprescnitation of the cireurnstances, and obtain the 
concurrence of the Agent of tlic British Government. 

fi. In tlie event of the contingent being employed in war under a requisition 
from the Britisli Government, should any horses or men in consequence be 
killed or wounded, it is to be clearly understood that nothing in the way of 
an equivalent shall be jiaid by his Highne.ss’s government ; risks and casualties 
of all kinds, including the furnishing of aininuiiition, are included in the 
allowance. 

i. The whole expense of managing the jagheer is to be defrayed without 
any reference to what is incurred by keeping up the horse. The territories 
of the British Government and of his Ilighnes.s being situated close to the 
jagheer, in the event of anj^ disturbance taking place, on the requisition of 
the Mainliitdars of cither of the governments, aid must be furnished by a 
ready co-operation with all tlie disposable police of the jagheer. 

o. Whatever enam villages, wuttuns, &c., have Iiitherto belonged to the 
iVaik, shall be continued to him in the territory of his Highness, and all items 
of revenue of his Highness which lie within the district of the Naik shall be 
paid to his Highness’s government; within the jagheer territory all doomallce 
villages, wiirshashun, dhurinadao, dewastun, rozindar, khyrat, neinnook, 
dhurrnck, and such like payments, must be continued as they are at this time ; 
all persons having possessions on government grants are not to be interfered 
with. Such interruptions as might exist from temporary causes at the time 
you received charge from the Britisli Government are to be examined, and tlie 
claims justly settled ; you will be careful that no just cause of complaint is 
brought forward against you on such points. 

In cases where any of the above-mentioned possessors of inheritance or allow- 
ance shall behave improperly, it will be necessary to acquaint the Agent of the 
British Government with the particulars, who, in conjunction with his Higltr 
ness’s government, will intimate what course is to be pursued, either in respect 
to punishment or resumption. Should persons liolding such inheritance or 
allowance raise or excite any disturbance, or commit any offences a’gainst the 
peace of the public, or should persons, possessed of such rights die without 
heirs, you will fully investigate the m^ter and state what may appear really . 
just, when his Highness’s government^ advice of the Agent of the British 

Government, "will send such order? fit, and which must be con- 
formed to. 


6. That 
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G. That the subjects of the jagheer territory may have protection, justice 
must be properly administered, and a good police upheld to detect thefts and 
to sup|)ress gang* robberies. If this is not attended to and the country be 
without justice, so that peo])le are obliged to complain, the government of his 
Highness, with the advice and assistance of the Agent of the British Govern- 
ment, having understood the matter, will decide on such subjects, and their 
decisions must be attended to ; and further, in regard to such decisions not being 
attended to, so that the country may become in a state of misgovernment, and 
robberies and other crimes of very frequent occufrence, then whatever appears 
to be the .proper measures shall be suggested by the Agent of the British Go- 
vernment, and corresponding arrangements will be made by his Highness’s 
government. 

7. Without orders from Government, no extra troops are to be levied and 
none assembled for the purpose of making war on any one. In matters of family 
disputes concerning relationship and such like, no appeal to arms can be per- 
mitted, but the case is to be represented to the Agent of the British Government, 
who will communicate with the government of his Highness, and whatever 
decision is given must be reckoned binding. 

8. With the exception of those under the government of his Highness, no 
intercourse or correspondence by letter is to be entered into with such as Bajee 
Rao Sahib or other princes, chieftains, commanders, and others, nor is any aid 
and assistance by joining the troops of any one to be given. This article forms 
the l)asis of the j)roseiit agreement, and if what is above written be dcjiarted 
from, by the advice of the British Government the jagheer will not be con- 
tinued. 

J). All persons having committed crimes within the jagheer territory, and 
who may take shelter in the country of the Huzzoor, shall be delivered over to 
you, after information has been given to the Agent of the British Government, 
and by him commnnicated. to the British Government or to the governinent of 
his Highness, as the case may be; and, in like manner, all criminals from tlie 
territories of the British Government or of his Highness shall be delivered u[» 
by Jan Rao Naik to tlicir respective governments, and assistance must also be 
rendered to any public servants who may be sent for the apprehension of such 
persons. 

10. Whilst you shall continue to fulfil the terms of your service in good 
faith, integrity, and fidelity, the jagheer shall be held without any interruption 
on the part of tlie Sirkar ; on this point the British Government is your gua- 
rantee, which is agreed to by the Sirkar. 

1 1. All titles, and all customary forms of respect hitherto enjoyed by you 
sliall be continued; all requests on your part which may be reasonable 
and proper shall be granted, but siich us are otherwise shall not be agreed to. 

12. As the jagheer district adjoins the territory of his Highness, and con- 
sequently it may be necessary to effect exchanges of items of revenue or land, 
either for the purpose of distinctly defining the boundary, or on account of 
arrangements in the police, therefore on a representation from the goveniiiient 
of his Highness, the Agent of the British Governinent will arrange such ex- 
changes as may be necessary, having previously ascertained that they will not 
be injurious to your interests, and such exchanges must be made accord- 
ingly.‘ 

J3. You must appear in person every year at the festival of the Dussorah, 
and also attend, whenever requested so to do, on all great occasions of cere- 
mony and congratulation ; and when his Highness, with his establishment, 
may proceed to any great distance, you must also be in personal attendance. 

True ti^nslation. 

(Signed) Henry Adams. 
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— D., No. 4.— 


Seal of H.H. the 
Raja of Sattura. 


AGREEMENT on the part of his Highness the Raja of Sattaua, 
respecting Rajee Shee Purseuam, Pundit Prithee Nidhce^ to 
whom these commands are issued. 

The country formerly possessed by you has been freely restored, and 
bestowed through the liberality of the British Government, and an agreement, 
consisting often articles, has been made out and delivered to you by Captain 
James Grant, Sahib Bahadoor, on the part of the British Government. The 
greater part of your country has come within the limits of the territory made 
over to his Highness by the treaty with the British Government, and the terms 
fixed by the Britislu Government having been approved of, the Huzzoor, for the 
purpose of confirming you in possession, has detennined as follows; 

1 . Should any disturbances take place in the territories of his Highness, or 
of the British Government, which adjoin your country, aid must be aflbrded 
by sending all the disposable police in your districts, on requisition from the 
Mamlutdars of.either government. 

2. All wiUtun and other allowances hitherto possessed by you within tlie 
terrilor}^ of his Highness shall be continued, and, in like manner, all items of 
revenue belonging to his Highness's government within your country must be 
continued to be paid. All dooinallce villages and land, wurshashun, dhur- 
niadao, dewastun, rozindar, khj^rat, nemnook, dhurruck, and all other allow- 
ances hitherto enjoyed within your country, must be continued without inter- 
ruption ; and shoidd at present any investigation be carrying on respecting the 
rights or possessions of those holding them on Government deeds, decisions 
must be given upon the fairest principles of justice, so that no complaints may 
be made. Should persons holding inheritances of the above-mentioned descrip- 
tions raise or excite disturbances, or commit oficnces against the public peace, 

•or should ]>ersons possessed of such inheritances die without heirs, you will fully 
investigate the matter, and state what may appear really just, when his High- 
nc.ss’s government, witli the advice of the Agent of the British Government, 
will send such orders as may be fit and proper, which must be conformed to. 

That the inliabitants of your country may be protected, justice must be 
lionestly administered, and a proper police established for the prevention and 
detection of thieves and robbers; but if unjust decisions are given, and no 
good police koj)t up, so that thefts and robberies become of frequent occur- 
rence, and people in consequence maybe obliged to bring forward complaints; 
in the event of siich being the case, whatever orders may in consequence l)e 
issued by his Highness’s government, with the advice of the Agent of the Bri- 
tish Government, these must be carried into effect. 

• 

4. Without the knowledge and orders of Government no extra troops are to 
be levied, or war entered upon with any one. In all cases of domestic dis- 
putes about relationship and such like, no appeal to arms will be permitted, 
but information is to be sent to Government, when such orders as may be sent 
on the subject, with the advice of the Agent of British Government, must 
be considered binding. 

5. Excepting those under the gov'‘rnment of his Highness, no intercourse 

or communication by letter can be allowed with any chief, such as Bajee Rao 
Sahib, or other princes, chieftains, coripanders or others; nor is it permitted 
to send aid to any one, or to become c^^^ ned in the assemblage of any troops 
whatever. This article, forms the ^ !^he present agreement, and if it, is 

departed from, with the advice oi ffent of the British Government your 
possessions shall not be continuefc^ 
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7. Whilst you remain and ])erforni the conditions of your service in good 
faith, integrity, and hdelity, your possessions shall be continued without inter- 
ruption oil the part of his Highness’s government; and on this point the British 
Government is your guarantee, which his Highness’s government approves of 
and agrees to. 

8. All titles and forms of respect hitherto enjoyed by you shall be con- 
tinued, and all recpiests forwarded by you shall be attended to, and if reasonable 
and proper, they will be granted, but if otherwise, rejected. 

9. As your country adjoins the territory of his Highness, and it may be 
necessary in consequence to clFcct exchanges, either for the purpose of defin- 
ing boundaries, for police arrangements, or for settling revenue matters, there- 
fore such exchanges shall be made witli the advice of the Agent of the British 
Government, provided they are not injurious to your interests. 

10. You must appear in personal attendance yearly at the festival of the 
Dussorah, as well as on all occasions of ceremony and congratulation when 
his Iliglmess may require you to be present in person. Whenever the esta- 
blishment of his Highness may move to any great distance, you lAust on such 
occasions be present and accompany his Highness. 

11. The Punt Suchew received from you a yearly payment of 2,000 rupees, 
which is now agreed to be transferred to his Highness on account of the 
elephant establishment, and you must accordingly pay this sum annually to 
his Highness’s government. 

A true translation. 

(Signed) Henuy Adams. 


6. All offenders and criminals from your country who may take shelter in 
the territory of his Highness. shall be delivered over to you, and, in like man- 
ner, all offenders and criminals from within the territories of his Highness, or 
of the British Government, wlio may enter your country, shall be given up and 
delivered to whichever government they belong. Assistance must be rendered 
to people of both governments who may enter into your country in pursuit of 
such offenders. 


~E., No. 2.— 


Seal of 
Capt. Grant. 



TERMS hy Cap tow James Grant, Sahib Bahadoor, on the 

part of the Honourable Company^ Bahadoor^ with Rao Sahib 
Mooshfuk Miruban Chimnajee, Pundit Suchew. 


The possessions of the Punt Suchew came under the British Government 
along with the rest of the country ; but the antiquity and respectability of the 
family having been duly considered, the British Government have freely be- 
stowed and made over to him the whole of his possessions as formerly held up 
to the war, with the exception of his possessions within the territory of the 
Nizam. The districts of the Punt being within the limits of the territory 
made over by treaty to his Highness the Raja of Sattara, the Punt therefore 
is placed uYider the government of his Highness ; the British Government is 
the guarantee, and the terms are fixed .as follows : 

1. That the inhabitants of the coqf ■ 7 under the Punt Suchew may be pro- 
tected, justice must be properly a^ ' and a proper policjB established 

for the prevention and detection and robbers ; but if this is not 

attended , to, and people are obliged aig forward complaints, in conse- 

quence 
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qaence of the want of police and justice ; in that case, whatever orders may 
be given on the subject by his Highness’s government, with the advice of the 

A'^-ent of the British Government, must be carried into effect. 

• ® 

2. An effective police must be established in the country of the Punt 
Siichew, sufficient to prevent any inhabitants of his districts from committing 
robberies within the territories of the British Government, or of his Highness ; 
and whenever stolen property may be pointed out within the country of the 
Punt, or thieves traced into it, both the property and the thieves must be 
delivered over to whichever of the governments may demand them, and assist- 
ance must be afforded to officers of either government who may be sent for 
the apprehension of criminals and offenders. In the event of a failure in these 
respects taking place, all arrangements made by the government of his 
Highness, at the recommendation of the Agent of the British Government, must 
be carried into effect- 

3. Excepting those under the government of his Highness, no intercourse* 
or communication by letter can be allowed with any chiefs, such as Bajce 
llao Sahib, or other princes, chieftains, commanders, or others ; nor is it 
permitted to send aid to any one whatever. This article forms the basis of 
the agreement, and if it is departed from, all advantages appertaining to the 
Punt, by virtue of the present agreement, shall be forfeited. 

4. Without the knowledge and permission of Government no extra troops 
arc to be levied, or war entered upon with any one. In all domestic disputes 
about relationship and such like, no appeal to arms will be permitted, but 
information is to be sent to the Agent of the British Government, who will 
communicate with the government of his Highness, and the decision given in 
consequence must be attended to. 

5. Ill the event of disputes occurring relative to items of revenue which 
belong to the Punt Suchew in the country of the Putwurdhuns, and others, 
intelligence must be given to the Agent of the British Government, after 
which proper arrangements will be made ; but no separate communication by 
letter is ever to be made. 
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6, As the country of the Punt Suchew is surrounded by the territories of 
the British Government and of his Highness, it may be necessary to make 
excluinges on account of police arrangements, or for the defining of boundaries, 
therefore such exchanges shall take place, provided they are not injurious to 
the Punt. 

7. A yearly payment of ten thousand rupees was made by the Punt Suchew 
to the government of the Peishwu as an allowance for elephants ; but the 
village of Sonapoor having been taken by the Pcishwa’s goveVnment, and 
which at present is in the possession of the Britisii Government, therefore a 
deduction of one thousand rupees is allowed, and the annual payment fixed at 
nine thousand rupees to the government of his Highness, as follows : 

A payment of 2,000 rupees annually made by the Punt Prithee 
Nidhee to the Punt Suchew is now tKinsferred to . his 
Highness ... ... ... Rs. 2,000 

Amount enam payments from the Huzzoor Macnla of Karar, for- 

nierly paid to the Punt, and now transferred to his Highness ... 1,000 

A cash payment to be made yearly by the Punt to his ilighness's 
government, or items of revenue or villages to be made over to 
the government of his Highness, as may be arranged by the 
Agent of the British Government, to the amount of ... 6,000 


Total Ils. 9,000 


8. All dhoomallce, dhurmadao, enan^..:wurshashuns, dewastun, rozindar, 
nemnook, dhurfuck, and such like which at present exist within^ 

the territory of the Punt, must be to their holders ; there must be* 

no occasion for complaints on theseui^mr 


9. As 
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9. As the country of the Punt is surrounded by the territories of the 
British Government and of his Highness, it is therefore required that in the 
event of disturbances taking place, every assistance must be given on the re- 
quisition of the Mamlutdars of either of the governments. 

10. At the annual festival of the Dussorah the Punt Suchew must always 
appear in person. Under the government of his Highness all titles and honours 
hitherto enjoyed by the Punt Suchew shall be continued. In all ten articles, 
which must not be departed from. 

22nd April, 1820, corresponding with SthRujjubSoor Sun Ashem Mijuttun 
Wu Ulef, or Arabic year 1220, at Sattara. 

[Siguattire of Capt. GrantJ] 

True translation. 

(Signed) H k v u y Ada m s. 


-E„ No. 4.- 


Seal of H. H. 
the Kaja. 


E. 4. 
Terms of 
Agreement. 


AGREEMENT on the part of hh ITig]incsi> the Raja of Sattaiia, 
respectiug; Rajei: Srke Ciiimxajee, Pundit Suchew^ to the$c 

commands arc issued. 


Tlie country formerly possessed by you has been freely restored and be- 
stowed through the liberality of the British Government, and an agreement, 
consisting of 10 articles, has been made out and delivered to you by Captain 
Janies Grant, Baliadoor, on the part of the British Government. Your country 
has come within the limits of the territory made over to his Highness by the 
treaty wdth the Britisli Government, which having been approved of, the Huz- 
zoor, for the purpose of confirming you in possession, has determined as follows : 

1. Should any disturbances take place in the territories of his Higliness, or 
of the l^ritish Government wdiich adjoin your country, aid must be afforded by 
sending all the disposable police in your district, on the reefbisition of the 
Mamlutdars. 

2. All wuftun and other allowances hitherto possessed by you within the 
territory of his Higliness shall be continued, and, in like manner, all items of 
revenue belonging to his Highness’s government within your country shall con- 
tinue to lie paid. All dooraallee villages and land, wursliashun, dewastun, 
rozinclar, khyrat, nemnook, dhurruck, and all other allowances hitherto enjoyed 
within your country, must he continued without interruption ; and should at 
present any investigation be carrying on respecting the rights or possessions 
of tliose holding them on Government deeds, decisions must be given upon the 
fairest jirinciples of justice, so that no complaints may be made. Should per- 
sons liolding inheritances of the above-mentioned descriptions raise or excite 
disturbances or commit offences against the public peace, or should persons 
possessed of such inheritances die without heirs, you will fully investigate the 
matter and state what may appear really just, when his Highnesses government, 
with the advice of the Agent of the British Government, will send such orders 
as may appear fit, which must be conformed to. 

3. That the inhabitants of your intry may be protected, justice must be 

honestly administered, and a propa^ ^lice must be established for the preven- 
tion and detection of thieves - but if this is not attended to, and 

unjust decisions given, or tbeft^mjjif.^^bberies become of frequent occur- 
rence so that neople may be obliged t/bnbg forward complaints ; in that case, 

whatever 
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whatever orders may in consequence be issued by his Highness’s government, 
these must be carried into effect. 

4. Without the knowledge and orders of Government, no extra troops are 
to be levied, or war entered upon with any one. In all cases of domestic dis- 
putes, abouVelationship and such like, no appeal to arms will be permitted, 
but information is to be sent to Government, when such orders as may be sent 
on the subject, with the advice of the Agent of the British Government, must 
be considered binding. 

5. Excepting those under the government of his Highness, no intercoflrse 
or communication by letter can be allowed with any chiefs, such as Bajee Row 
Sahib, or other princes, chieftains, commanders, and others, nor is it to be per- 
mitted to send aid to any one, or to become concerned in any assemblage of 
troops whatever. This article forms the basis of the present agreement, and 
if it is departed from, with the advice of the British Government your posses- 
sions shall not be continued. 

6. All offenders and criminals from your country who may take shelter in 
the territory of his Highness shall be delivered over to you, and, in like manner, 
all offenders and criminals from the territories of his Highness or of the British 
Government who may enter your territory shall be given up and delivered 
over to whichever government they belong, and assistance must be rendered 
to all officers or people of both governments who may go into your districts in 
pursuit of such offenders. 

7. Whilst you remain and perform the conditions of your service in good 
faith, integrity, and fidelity, your possessions shall be continued without 
interruption on the part of his Highness’s government, and on this point the 
British Government is your guarantee, which his Highness’s government 
approves of and agrees to. 

8. All titles and honours formerly enjoyed by you shall be continued, and 
all requests Ibrwarded by you shall be attended to, apd if reasonable and 
proper they will be granted, but if otherwise, rejected. 

9. As your country adjoins the territory of his Highness, and it may be 
necessary in consequence to effect exchanges, cither for the purpose of defining 
boundaries for police arrangements or for settling revenj^e matters, therefore 
sucli exchanges shall be made, with the advice of the Agent of the British 
Government, provided they are not injurious to your interests. 

10. You must appear in personal attendance yearly at the festival of the 
Dussorah, and also be present on all occasions of ceremony or congratulation 
when your attendance may be required by his Highness; you must also 
attend in person whenever the establishment of his Highness may move to 
any great distance. 

11. A yearly payment of 10,000 rupees was made by you to Government 
on account of elephant establishment, but the village of Sonapoor having 
come into the possession of Government, a deduction of 1,000 rupees is 
allowed in consequence, and the payment of the balance is to be made as 
follows : — 

A payment made annually to you by Purseram Pundit Prithee 

• Nidhee, which is now transferred to his Highness’s govern- 
ment ••• ••• Rs. 2,000 

Payment formerly made to you from the Huzzoor Mamla of 

Frant Kurar, now transferred to his Highness’s government... 1,000 

A cash payment to be made yearly by you to his Highness’s 
government, or items of revenue, land, or villages, as may be 
arranged by the Agent of the British Government, to the 
amount of * ••• I ... ... Rs. 6,000 

Total Rs. 9,000 

A tr^fij^^hslation. 

(Signed) He^t Adams, 
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EXTRACT BOMBAY POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 

4/4 October^ 1820. 


EXTRACT LETTER FROM CAPTAIN JAMES GRANT, POLITICAL 
AGENT AT SATTARA, TO W. CHAPLIN, ESQ., &c. &c. 

Dated September, 1820. 

I now beg to inclose 'Copies of the terms fixed by me, and of the Raja’s 
agreement upon these terms with the Raja of Akulkote and Shaik JVIera 
Waeekur : as these are similar to the agreements with the other Jagheerdars, 
it appears unnecessary to forward the English translations. 


EXTRACT BOMBAY POLITICAL CONSULTAITONS, 

29/A August 9 1827. 


(No. OS )— LETTER FROM LIEUT. COL. A. ROBERTSON, RESIDENT 
AT SATTARA, TO THE SECRETARY TO GOVERNMENT. 

Dated \Zth August, 1827. 

Sir, — I have the honour to state, for the information of the Honourable the 
Governor in Council, that the Punt Suchew, who has no offspring, having been 
for some time past ima declining state of health, applied, about the time of my 
arrival here, to his Ilighiiess for permission to adopt a successor to his estates. 
This was duly intimated to me by the Vakeels of the Suchew, and also by his 
Highness, who, at the same time, apprized me that he was engaged in pre- 
paring various papers which he considered necessary to enable the British 
Government and his own to come to a decision on this subject. 

Having now received these papers from his Highness, I have the honour to 
transmit copies and translates of them for the information of the Honourable 
the Governor in Council. 

During the few days I was absent at Poona, as reported to you under 
date the 2ud instant, the Punt’s illness assumed so alarming an appearance, 
that his Vakeel required that an immediate permission should be granted to 
proceed to adoption. To this request, his Highness, with the concurrence of 
Mr. Erskine, who alone happened at the time to be here, replied in the terms 
set forth in the accompanying memorandum delivered to me by his Highness 
on my return. Nothing, however,* has been done under this authorit 3 »^ by the 
Suchew, who, I understand, objects to the conditions on which it has been 
granted. ' 

I shall, take the liberty here shortly to state, for the consideration and 
opinion of Government, what are his Highness’s views in regard to the subject 
of the reference. ji 

These are, first, to impose on the**^successor to the present Suchew the 
obligation of furnishing a quota of his Highness’s service of the same 

amount, in • proportion to his inconielnsi* that which the quota of the Akul- 
kotekur bears^ to his estate. 


2ndly. That 
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2ndly. That the Suchew should yield his personal attendance at Sattara 
in discharge of the duties of his department. , 

3rdly. That bis Highness should be advised of the opinion of tJie British Letter from the 
Government as to whether what the Suchew holds in ^ixeess of enam and Resident at Sattara^ 
wuttun should not, after deducting the former fixed salary of the office, be 1*^27. 

accounted for. 

4thly. That the usual nuzzur should be paid on adoption. 

5thly. That in case the Suchew should survive and have offspring, an 
arrangement be made as to the provision to be assigned to the adopted son, 
to prevent future disputes. 

Gthly. That his Highness should be informed of the intentions of the 
British Government as to the property of the Suchew within its limits in case 
of adoption. 

7thly. That he should be apprized whether in the opinion of Government 
any difference should be made in the conditions that it may be thought . 
advisable to offer, in case of the adoptioii falling on a distant relation of the 
original family, or a person no relation to such family, or on a connexion of 
the present Suchew^s own family, 

Sthly. That he be informed of the opinion of tlie British fllovernment 
as to the conditions under which the Prithee Nidhee may be allowed to 
adopt. 

The three first are the points which his Highness has most at heart, and in 
support of them, he adverts, in the third article of his memorandum, to the 
j)aper formerly presented to Government, respecting the j^ractice with reference 
to the Piirdhans in the time of liis ancestors ; and in the fourth, to the fact 
that even the Peishwa imposed modifications of their tenure on the Suchew 
family on former adoptions. In the sixth also, he states that the Suchew was 
formerly burthened with the expense of lluzzoor, Scbuiidy, and elephants ; and 
that he accounted for the receipts from his districts as a JMamlutdar, wliile none 
of the Purdlians were considered as on a par with the Sirdar Jaglieerdars. In 
the eighth article he adverts to the Purdlians remaining at Poona during the 
Peishwa’s rule, while in the ninth he slates that tlic Siichew's territory is larger 
than that of any other Jaghcerdar, and yet is burthened with no obligations. 

Several of the circumstances thus adverted to have already been disposed 
of by the opinion which Government has offered concerning them, when 
they were formerly brought forward in other instances by his Highness, espe- 
cially those founded on ancient practices; but his Highness attaches consider- 
able importance to the decision which Government may eventually come toon 
this case of the Suchew ’s ; and though no doubt he fully recollects what has 
already taken place, yet he may think, that in this instance Government will 
be inclined to give all the considerations submitted some weight : while he is 
naturally enough desirous, on every new reference of this kind, to submit the 
satne in as complete a state as he considers possible, for the opinion of the 
Honourable the Governor in Council. It is, no doubt, with this view that 
he lias not only offered all liis own ideas on the subject, but entered so mi- 
nutely into the genealogical inquiries, the result of which is submitted, con- 
cerning the Suchew’s family, the successor in which, it will appear by relerence 
to the annexed table, has been twice supjilied by adoption, and has as often 
deviated from the family of the first founder, viz. in the descendants of Mah- 
dajee Shunker, who was adopted by Shunker Narrain, and in the aclojition of 
the present Punt: while it would appear that the only person at all allied to 
the original founder now alive is Bajee Row Ragonauth, of Bhorup, and he is 
very distantly connected. 

Considering, therefore, that it appears but very doubtful whether the pre- 
sent Punt was, before adoption, at all connected with the family of the original 
founder, or even with that of MahdajerJ Shunker, and that the estates will • 
now in all likelihood pass by the adoption about to be made by the present 
Punt (who, it ‘is thonght, has one of;ibiQ^vn brothers in view as a successor)^ 
permanently into the possession of tfm^andekur family, his Highness thinks 
this repeated failure in the descent a reason why some^iodifihations 

^ may 
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SATTAUA may be made in the tenure, such as is contemplated in the first point adverted 
PAPERS. tQ ijj tjje preceding enumeration of his wishes. 

Letter from the As to the second point, though its concession might gratify the personal 
^ 13^^11 feelings of his Highness, I am not aware that it would be productive of any 

’ other good consequences, while it might be attended with many inconve- 
niences. 

The third point, like the preceding, involves a revival of the ancient order 
of things, which seem contrary to our hitherto policy here ; and, therefore, 
even if it be admitted that the tenure of the Suchew should be modified, this 
mode of doing so does not appear advisable. 

The fourth may be settled with reference to the rules of his ITighness's 
government, established in the time of Capt. Grant, concerning nuzzurs on 
successions, to which his Highness adverts in the figured statement and in his 
memorandum. 

The other points require no specific observation on my part further tlian 
that, as the question of adoption by the Prithee Nidhec will no doubt soon 
come on, it will be convenient, in reference to the views of liis Highness now 
submitted for consideration, that he should be at once placed in possession of 
the opinion of the British Government. 

As referring to his Highness’s observation about the obligation during the 
Pcishwa’s time on the Punt Suchew to maintain Huzzoor elephants, it should 
be remarked that he now pays 9,000 rupees a year to his Highness on that 
account. 

(Signed) A. Robfrtson, 

Sattara, Resident. 

13th August, 1827. 

YAD ON THE PART OF HIS HIGHNESS TO THE RESIDENT. 

{Saorsuua Asshercen Alyatain wa Aluf.) 

The Suchew’s Vakeel, Daojee Dhondeo, has represented that the Punt wishes 
to adopt a son, and that he will be guided by the Sirkar’s wishes on that sub- 
ject. The Sirkar has replied to the Vakeel, that after deliberation, an answer 
will be transmitted. 

1 . In case of the concurrence of the British Government in the adoption of 
a son, the accustomed nuzzur will be required according to the established 
rule of this government. 

2. In case of a son being born to the Suchew, after the adoption of one at 
present with the knowledge of Government, it will be proper to dctermine"what 
provision is to be made for the adopted son. It is wished to - know, whether 
this should be done now. It may be better that it should, lest any disputes 
should arise hereafter between the two. 

3. A paper was formerly given in respecting the practice in thd time of Sheo 
Maharaj, as to the arrangements that were made respecting the eight Purdhans 
of the empire, which is, no doubt, fresh in the memory of the British Govern- 
ment. 

4. There were two or three adoptions in the Peishwa’s government in the 
Suchew’s family, at each of which times the usual nuzzur was paid ; and under 
certain pleas the Peishwa also resumed certain forts and some part of the 
country of the Suchew. 

5. The Suchew has some rights in.the territory of the' British Government ; 

in case of a son by birth succeeding^ or an adopted son, how are these rights 
to be continued ? ^ 

^ 0. In case of succession by a soi4N|^er by birth or adoption, theiivfer will 
inherit the wuttun and cnam, but whr^s to be done as to the remainder (u c. 
the jagheer)/ Shoul^this be regulqj^ i according to the former personal allow- 

. ances 
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ances of the eight Purdhans, or not, the country that is under the Suchew was 
formerly biirthened with the expense of Hnzzoors, Sebundy, and elephants ; 
and he "also accounted for the collections as for those of a Mamlut. The eight 
Purdhans were not on the same footing as the other Sirdar Jagheerdars. 

7. The British Government, having regard to the treaty and the arrange- 
ment made for the Jagheerdars, will afford its advice, which will be abided by. 


SATTARA 

PAPERS. 

• " 

Letter from tlie 
Resident ftt Sattara. 


S. Formerly each of the Purdhans used to be employed in his own particu- 
lar department, and remained at the Huzzoor, but the Peishwa on his own 
account abolished this custom, and now the custom introduced by the British 
Government is adhered to : but it would be better were the son, or adopted 
son, nf llri; present Suchew to be obliged to be present at the durbar, "and per- 
form his ciuties there. 


Ji. Tiic Suchew in tlie Poishwa’s time used generally to live in Poona, which 
the Britisli Government is aware of ; all the other Jagheerdars perform some 
service to the state, and the l^unt has a larger territory tlian any of them ; nor 
(iocs the present Sucliew keep up the feelkhana as formerly : now it apjiears 
to us that sotne Siirinjam, either horse or foot, should be arranged for, on prin- 
ciples similar to those of the ojthcr Jagheerdars who yield service, to. commence 
from the successor of tJie present Suchew, whether he be an heir of his body, 
or of a(lo]>tion. The requiring of service from the Suchew would strengthen 
our power and dignity, which it has always been the wish of the British 
Government to maintain ; for that rfiasou this yad has been drawn up. The 
whole of this proposition having been considered, the opinion of the British 
Government is rerpiestcd as to what may appear most advisable, according to 
which a communication will be made to the Suchew. It is the wish of the 
Government that the Suchew should adopt an heir to enjoy his estates, but it 
is desirable to be made acqi^ainted with the customs of the British Government 
in such cases, and particularly its opinion on this, according to which we shall 
act. 


10. As there arc three classes from which adoption may, according to the 
Suchow’s statement, be made, viz. from a family who claims relationship with 
the original family to the extent of three days sootuck (or uncleaniicss in case 
,of dcatli), from a family having no relationship with the family (i. e. purgo- 
tree), or from tlie family to which the present Punt belongs, it is desirable to 
know the opinion of the British Government as to what should be done in 
ea(.'li of these cases of adoption, when we shall regulate our proceedings accor- 
^ dingly: With reference to this, wc have sent with this the genealogical table 
of thii family ; from it will be seen that there arc no descendants of the origi- 
nal founder of the dignity. 

lf.‘ The advice of the Britisli Government is also requested in the case of 
the Punt Prithee In idhee, lyho has no relations with exception of the Veshal- 
gurkur (who is so near a relative, that on his death he will continue in sootuck 
for ten days ) the Prithee Nidhee at Kolapoor, but who has no descendants, and 
^has'himself tlierefore recourse to adoption for an heir. 

These eleven paragraphs are transmitted for the opinion of the British 
Government, in whose hivour our power and dignity rests. We have men- 
tibiied what appears to us the best mode of proceeding, but we wait for the 
advice of Government, which will be abided by. 

True Translation. 

(Signed) A, Robertson, 

Resident. 
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(No. 78.^— MINUTE BY THE PRESIDENT, 

T)at(ul 24fA August^ 1827. 

I would recommend that the Raja should be informed that as the Punt 
Suchew was the first chief of rank who came over from the Peishwa, he has 
personal claims in addition to those he derives from his representing the foun- 
der of the family of the Suchews ; that during the Peishwa’s time he was rather 
considered as a descendant than a subject, and that though the Peishwa took 
nuz7Airs on successions, he never exacted service. On these grounds, if he had 
remained under the British Government, he would have been allowed to adopt 
without any new terms being imposed on him, it having been the intention of 
this Government that he should not be in a worse situation than he was under 
the Peishwa. 


The Raja will probably not think it proper that he should suffer from having 
voluntarily chosen to hold his lands of his Highness rather than of the British 
Government. It would, therefore, be the most liberal plan for his Highness 
to allow him to adopt, merely taking a nuzzurfor the privilege. This, there- 
fore, is the proceeding which the Governor in Council would recommend to 
his Highness. As, however, the person to be adopted, is one who has of him- 
self no claim whatever to succeed, there will be no injustice (if such be the 
Raja's view of the case) in his annexing some conditions to his succession. 

They should, however, be of a moderate character, and his furnishing a 
quota of horse for the use of the state to which he belongs, seems amongst 
the most reasonable. The quota, however, should be moderate in proportion 
to those of the chiefs who have always held their lands on a military tenure. 
Ilis attendance at Sattara and his accounting for all his lands except wuttiin, 
would be destructive of the footing on wl)ich the Punt Suchew has long been 
established. 

In answer to the Raja’s question regarding the Suchew’s possessions in the 
Britisli territories, lie may be informed that, in this instance, the Government 
will continue tliem to tlie adopted son. 

There seems no objection to the Raja’s requesting the Suchew to fix an 
allowance for his adopted son, in case a son should hereafter be born to him. 

Witli regard to the Prithee Nidhee, I am directed to observe that, he having 
no personal claims on the British Government, in the event of his death with- 
out any relation entitled to succeed him, it will rest with the Raja to make such 
arrangements regarding his jagheer as he may think equitable. 

Should he leave no relation except the Veshalgur Prithee Nidhee, that per- 
son being the subject of a foreign state, it does not seem expedient that he 
should be allowed to hold a surinjani in the Raja’s country. He should, how- 
ever, be allowed his claim to wuttun, or other hereditary property, according 
to the Hindoo law. 

(Signed) M. Elpiiinstonje. 

24th August, 1827. 


Letter to the 
Punt Suchew. 


(No. 7f).) — The following LETTER is written to the Punt Suchew, through 

the Persian Secretary. 

(After compliments.) 

I have had the pleasure to receive your letter of the 25th Mohurrum, and 
have heard of j^our illness with great regret. 1 hope, however, that you will 
ere long recover, and that you may live to transmit your possessions to your 
own descendants. ^ 

With regard to the terms proposed to be annexed to the adoption, it must 
be observed, that although you an^ your heirs are to hold your jagheer on 
certain stipulated terms, yet that, oi?a total failure of heirs, it must revert to 

his 



his Higli'j’fess the Raja, and that if his Highness allows it to be continued in 
such a case by adoption or otherwise, his Highness is at liberty to attach what 
conditions he thinks expedient to the permission. 


As to the terms, this Government has no reason to think that the Raja’s de- 
mands will be unreasonable, and will recommend your case to his conside- 
ration ; you, however, must recollect that you voluntarily preferred the Raja’s 
sovereignty,* the decision must therefore rest with his Highness, the British 
Government not being able to interfere, unless there be a breach of the 


agreement. 


For the rest. 


&c. &c. &c. 


True copy. 

(Signed) W. H. W a then, 

• Persian Secretary to Government. 
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LETTER FROM MR. CHIEF SECRETARY NEWNHAM, TO THE 
RESIDENT AT SATTARA. 

J\^o Date, 


Letter from the 
Chief Secretary to 
Government to the 
Resicleniat Sattara, 
(No date.) 


Sir, — I am directed to acknowledge the receipt^f your despatch dated the 
13 th instant, with its several enclosures regarding the adoption of a son by 
the Punt Suchew, and to communicate to you the sentiments of the Governor 
in Council on the point at issue. 

You will be pleased to inform his Highness the Raja, that as the Punt 
Siiclicw was the first chief of rank >vho came over from the Peishwa, he has 
personal claims in addition to those he derives from his representing the founder 
of the family of the Suchew; that during the Peishwa’s time he was rather 
considered as a dependant than a subject, and that though the Peishwa took 
iiuzzurs on successions, he never exacted service ; on these grounds if he had 
remained under the British Government, he would have l^een allowed to adopt 
witJiout any new terms being imposed on him, it having been the intention of 
this Government that he should n<it be in a worse situation than he was under 
the Peishwa. 


The Raja will probably not think it proper that ho should suft’er from having 
voluntarily chosen to hold his lands of his Highness rather than of the British 
Government. It would, therefore, be the most liberal plan for his Highness to 
allow him to adopt, merely taking a nuzzur for the privilege. This, therefore, 
is the proceeding which the (jovernor in Council would recommend to his 
Highness. As, however, the person to be adopted is one who has of himself 
no claim whatever to succeed, there will be no injustice (if such be the Raja's 
view of the case) in his annexing some conditions to liis succession. 

They should, however, be of a moderate character, and his furnishing a 
quota of horse for the use of the state to which he belongs, seems among the 
most reasonable. The quota, however, should be moderate in proportion to 
those of the chiefs, who have always held their lands on a military tenure. 
His attendance at Sattara, and his accounting for all his lands except wuft&n, 
would be destructive of the footing on which the Punt Suchew has long been 
established. 

In answer to the Raja’s question regarding the Suchew’s possessions in the 
British territories, he may be informed jthat in this instance the Government 
will continue them to the adopted son. " 

There sceips no objection to the R^a’s requesting the Suchew to fix 
allowance for his adopted son, in case^ son should hereafter be born to him. 

With 
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SATTAUA With regard to the Prithee Nidhee, I am directed to observe, that he having 
PAPERS. no personal claims on the British Government, in the event of his do^ith without 

I etteTnwi^ the relation entitled to succeed him, it will rest with the Raja to make such 
Chief Secretary to arrangements regarding his jaghcer as he may think equitable. 

Should he leave no relation except the Veshalgur Prithee Nidhee, that 
(No date.) ' ])erson being the subject of a foreign state, it does not seem expedient that he 
should bej allowed to hold a surinjain in the Raja’s country. He should, 
however, be allowed his claim to wuttun, or other hereditary property, 
according to the Hindoo law. 

I have the honour to transmit to you an original letter to the Piint Sucliew, 
in reply to one received from the chief, together with English versions for your 
information. ^ 

(Signed') W. Nem’ xham. 

Chief Secretary. 


f:XTRACT BOMBAY P01.ITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 

19/7/ SepUtmher^ 183:2. 


^ Lellcr from 
j. Warden, Esq. 
to the Secretary to 
Goveniinent, 

25 Aug. 18:52. 


(No. 3209.)— LETTER FROM J. WARDEN, ESQ., DEPUTY AGENT 
FOR SIRDARS IN THE DECCAN, TO THE SECRETARY TO 
GOVERNMENT, 

Dated the 2bt/i August, 1832. 


Sir, — I have the honour in the Agent’s absence, to submit, for the consi- 
deration and orders of the Right Honourable the Governor in Council, the 
accompanying copy of a letter to, and reply from, the Resident at Sattara. 

2. The facts are these: Gopeeka Bace Joglekur, an inhabitant of Poona, 
])referred a claim in the Agent's office against Umeer Singh Seerke and Jan- 
najee Seerke, whom his Ilighncss the Raja of Sattara calls his subjects, but 
whom he would have more correctly described as his relations, but British 
subjects, Sirdars of tlie third class, owners of villages in the ('oncan and Sur 
Deshinooks under grants by the British Government of villages in the Poojia 
zilla belonging to the Punt Suchew. 


3. I endeavoured to accommodate these claims, by writing three times to 
the Seerkes on the subject, but as they took no notice of my communications, 
I was obliged to allow the claimant to prosecute them, when a decree was 
passed awarding the principal amount merely of the claim, and that to be 
recovered by such instalments only as T might direct. 

4. These gentlemen took no notice of my proceedings, either by pleading, 
by appealing to the higher court of the Agent, or by remonstrance to me ; and 
execution of the decree was accordingly moved by, and allowed to, the plain- 
tiff, and attachment of the villages in the Concan effected through the Judge 
of^at zilla, and of the fees derived from the Sur Deshmookee in the Poona 
district, through the Nazir of the Adawlut, whose duty it is to execute decrees 
of the Agent’s department. 

5. It afterwards occurred to me, as the villages from which these fees are 
derived, are the “ enam,” or private property of the Punt Suchew, that he 
should be the medium of attachment Ai preference to the Nazir. He has com- 
plied with my requisition accordingly, but not without an attempt on the part 
of the Raja of Sattara to prevent it, and which attempt led to my addressing 
tlic Resident. 


6. The 
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6. The*Raja sent me back the papers I had submitted to him, with a mes- 
sage that he does not acknowledge the authority of the Poona Adawlut within 
the territory of which by treaty he is sovereign, and that he cannot waive his 
undoubted right to administer justice within his own sovereignty, his Adawlut j 
being open to all who choose to appeal to it against his subjects. 

The Resident, while he invites me to state the grounds, of my proceedings, 
is inclined to coincide with the Raja, because the 1st article of the treaty* 
makes him sovereign of the districts specified in the schedule, which schedule 
defines the boundaries of his dominions, but adds, that those boundaries are 
‘‘ exclusive of jagheers,” an expression which the Resident thinks cannot be 
limited to jagheers within the boundaries of his dominions, because the pos- 
sessions of the Punt Suchew arc afterwards particularly named, and the Raja 
of Akulkote’s whole jagheer is without the boundary. 

7. The Resident further thinks that I am acting in opposition to the opinions 
of Mr. Elphinstone and Mr. Chaplin. 

8. Before proceeding to the question of right, I would notice, that the manner 
in which the Raja has treated the judicial authorities here is different from 
the treatment he expects and receives from them. About a month ago, the 
Resident forwarded a memorandum from the Raja, begging the judge to deli- 
ver to a person he named certain property under the care of the Nazir of the 
Court, as belonging to one who had died without an hcir-at-law. 

9. On the Raja certifying to the heir, I resigned the property at once, and 
think his Highness would have considered me rather an uncourteous represen- 
tative of the British Government if I had sent him back his memorandum as I 
might have done, with a message that the Poona Adawlut did not recognize 
the authority of the Raja of Sattara, and that if his subject wanted the pro- 
perty, he must petition the Court, and prove before it that he was the heir. 

10. But to the question of the right. The head .of the family of the Punt 
Suchew has for several generations held tlie rank of one of the hereditary 
counsellors of the great Rajas of Sattara, whose dominions extended over this 
part of India, and the Punt Suchew, like peers in other countries, had exten- 
sive enams, or private landed property, given him by the Raja Shrec Maliaraj, 
in the Deccan, Candeish, the Concans, and the Nizam’s country, but which, j' 
on the usurpation of the Peishwas, was burdened with an annual tribute of 
10,000 rupees, as an allowance for elephants.” 

11. When the British Government conquered the territories of the Peishwa, 
the proprietary right of the l^unt Suchew was immediately acknowledged, and 
his estates resigned to him before the battle of Ashtee, and while the present 
Raja of Sattara was yet a j)risoner in the Peishwa’s camp. When his High- 
ness was captured, the British Commissioner promised him a sovereignty over 
the country extending from the Neera and Bhecma to the Krisna and Wurna, 
and from the Western Ghauts to the city of Paudurpoor, exclasive of jagheers 
within those limits; and a part (though a very small J part) of the country 
already ceded to the Punt Suchew lay within those limits, and he was the 
descendant of one of the hereditary *counsellors of the Rajas of Sattara; the 
Punt Suchew was himself place<l under the^ew Raja, and such of his posses- 
sions as lay within his boundary included, with the guarantee of the British Go- 
vernment, within his Highness’s sovereignty, the Raja receiving nine-tenths of 
the tribute imposed by the Peishwas, and the homage of the hereditary miniftfg^r 
of his house. 

12. But that all the possessions of the Punt Suchew were not placed under 

the 


• The Treaty will be found at page 13 of Treatiejand Engagements concluded in 1817 and 1818. 
^ (Signed) J.W. 

X See Terais concluded with the Punt Suchew ** in enclosure A. 

1 In the British jerritory the Punt Suchew has property yielding an annual revezuie of R8.170,0CKh 
His income from his estates in the Sattara country is only Rs. 15,000 per annum. 

(Signed) J.W. 
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Xiifitter k>om 
J»* Warden, Esq. to 
the Secretary to 
Government^ 

25 Aug. 1832. 


the sovereignty of the Raja is proved from the very first line of The schedule 
of the treaty/’ which is as follows : “ That portion of Nurthurie in the Poona 
Prant, and that share of Seerwul which lies south of the Neera river.” 

13. Now Seerwul is a district, the whole of which is the private property 
(cnam) of the Punt Suchew, some of the villages being to the north of the 
Neera, and some to the south of it ; but the Raja’s sovereignty is expressly 
confined to those south of it, and the irresistible conclusion therefore is, that 
the possessions of the Punt Suchew, to the north of the river and elsewhere 
without the limits of the Raja’s dominions, are not under his sovereignty 
at all. 


14. But allowing for an instant that the Punt Suchew is not an Enamdar, 
but a Jaglieerdar, a reference to the original Mahratta placed opposite the 
English version of the schedule will shew, that the boundaries of the Raja’s 
dominions are defined ‘^exclusive of '}£ig\\eers within those limits'^ (yanch6 
inudde) which were not to belong to his Highness, but to be held and admi- 
nistered by the Jagheerdars under the guarantee* of the government who 
bestowed them, some of the .lagheerdars being bound by a separate agree- 
ment to ]>ay fealty and do service to the Raja for their land and some not, but of 
whose estates none can ever laj^se to the Raja except by permission, as 
shewn in the following passage of a letter from the Political Agent (through 
whom the treaty was concluded) to the Commissioner in the Deccan, dated 
Fe])ruary 7tli, 1822: I have not yet given his Highness the list of jagheers 
which are to revert to his government, conceiving it would be more advisable 
to keep back the information to the latest period.” 

15. But on this principle, the Resident argues further, the whole jaghecr of 
Akulkote, which is without the limits, would be excluded from the Raja's 
sovereignty; but the .Tagheerdar of Akulkote is not under Sattara because he 
lives within or without the Sattara frontier, but because, when his jagheer, or 
feudal estate held on condition of serving the lord paramount with a military 
force, was bestowed on him by the British (iovernment, Mr. Elpliinstone 
asked him, *as his jagheer was originally given by one of the great Rajas of 
Sattara, whether he would f)ay fealty and do service for it to the Raja or to 
the British Government, and under the guarantee of the latter against the 
resumption of the jagheer, he chose the former ; and which homage and service 
with the prescribed number of horse is all the Raja can demand, the fiscal 
and judicial administration of the country being conducted by the Jagheerdar. 

IG. On the same principle, the homage and service due from the Putwurd- 
huns and other Jagheerdars, which is a burden to the plain government of the 
British, might have been allowed to swell the pomp of the Raja, without, as 
a necessary consequence, their estates forming part of his dominions. 

17. For if positiop alone make a chief a feudatory of Sattara, how does it 
happen that there is Bulwunt Rao Madhoo Rastiah, a British Sirdar of the 
first class, holding a military jagheer of the British Government in the heart 
of the Sattara country, but paying no homage to, and acknowledging no supe- 
riority over him on the part of the Raja, except such as every man who lives 
under the protection of a government# must concede to the general laws 
established in it for the public good. 

18. In short, the only practicable interpretation of the treaty, as it appears 
to me, is that which I have given in the fourteenth paragraph. 

19. But the Resident considers lastly, that my proceedings are opposed to 
the practice and opinions of Mr. Elphinstonc and Mr. Chaplin. On this point 
I beg leave to refer his Lordship in Council to the enclosed extracts from their 
correspondence, the result of which was the establishment of a principle by 
Mr. Elphinstone’s government, and which has been acted on by succeeding 

t governors, 

* Article VII. of the Treaty r — ** The possesmong of the Jagheerdars within his Highness's tcr- 
ritoiy are to be under the goarantee of the British Govermnent, which, on the ether hand, engages 
** to secure their petforniing die service' which they owe ta hie Highness accordmg to e8Csd>lished 

** nifitnmc ” 



frovernor^, that th« agent was to take cognizance of claims against the Punt 
Suehew as a Sirdar of the first class, when preferred by British subjects and 
arisin<^ out of transactions occurring in British territory, leaving others to the 
RajaT and an order of Government was accordingly issued to admit a suit 
against the Punt Suehew, whose name at this moment stands as a defendant 
before the Agent. 

20. If, then, the Punt Suehew himself is, in respect to his landed property 
in British territory, under the Agent’s jurisdiction, a fortiori, must a British 
subject be so, and a Sirdar collecting fees from that landed property under a 
gralit from the British Government. 

21. I could multiply instances of this sort, such as the daily jurisdiction 
exercised by the magistrate of Poona over the Punt's villages, the conininta- 
tiori efi'ected in the Commissioner’s office of the Punt’s rights in Candeish, and 
exchanges of territory with him in the Concan, without even consulting the 
Raj^; but I think 1 must have established that the Raja of Sattara has no 
more sovereignty, by treaty or by practice, over the Punt Suehew’s extensive 
]>ossessions in Britisli territory than the King of England would have over an 
estate in Franco, because the owner of it happened to be a British peer or a 
British minister ; and I am supported in all 1 have said by the opinion of iialajee 
Punt Natoo, who, as Mr. Elphinstone’s confidential native agent, superin- 
tended at Sattara the preparation of the treaty and schedule on which the 
Raja founds his pretensions. 

22. As to Tanajec and Ameer Sing Scerke, whose contumacious contempt 
of tiu' Agent’s authority has caused this correspondence, I would submit to 
ills Lordship in Council whether they should not be directed to plgcc them- 
selves in communication with this office for the liquidation of their just debts, 
and failing to do so, that they should be told, as they avail themselves of their 
retreat and connection at Sattara to set at defiance the regulations of the 
mildest jurisdiction under which British subjects were ever placed in any part 
of the world, that their names will bc^ erased from the list of its Sirdars, a 
])rocess by which they will most readily distinguish the government to which 
they owe allegiance ; as* it will place them not only under the Poona Adawlut 
(from which they are now exempted), but under the Concan Adawlut also; 
and from which I have now an unanswered reference, as to whether Seerke's 
villages in the Concan are to be sold, or merely their proceeds attached, in 
satisfaction of my decree. 

X have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) J. Wakdex, 

Poona, Agent's Office, Deputy Agent. 

25th August, 1832. 

I have sent the Resident a copy of this letter. 

(Signed) J. Warden, 

Deputy Agent. 


Gopeeka Baee Joglekur ... ... ... Plaintiif, 

versus 

Ameer Sing and Tanajee Seerkes ... ... Defendants. 

Claim Rs. 16,462. 2. 

LETTER FROM J. WARDEN, ESQ., DEPUTY AGENT, &c., TO 
LIEUTENANT-COLONEL LODWI^K, RESIDENT AT SATTARA, ^ 

Dated 3rd August^ 1S32. 

Si'f* — 111 forwarding to you, for the consideration of his Highness the Rajas 
. a Mahratta memoraudura, vrith copy of a report by the Nazir of the Poona 

- - Adawlut, 
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I.£tter from' 

. Warden, Esq. to 
LieuL-Col. 

* Lodwick, • 

3 Aug. 1832. 
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Lieut. >Co). 
Lodwick, 

3 Aug. 1832. 


Letter from Licut.- 
Col. Lodwick to 
J. Warden, Esq. 
13 Aug. 1832. 


Adawlut, and of an order issued by the Punt Suchew, I have the honour, in the 
absence of the Agent, to request that you will be so good as to. point out to 
his Highness that the property attached is situated in villages to the north of 
the river Neera, and without, therefore, the boundary of the Sattara territory ; 
and that the Punt Suchew is, in respect to such villages, under the British 
Government. 

2. Although the Punt Suchew has of himself no objection to the mode in 
which judicial process has in this case issued, 1 think the attachment should 
in the first instance have been attempted through his intervention, and, that 
failing, only to have exerted the direct authority of the Nazir; and I have 
written accordingly to the Punt Suchew to request him to give effect to the 
decree passed by me against Seerke. 

I have the honour to be, &c., 

(Signed) J. Warden, 

Poona, Agent’s Office, Deputy Agent. 

3rd August, 1832. 


LETTER FROM LIEUTENANT-COLONEL LODWICK, RESIDENT 
AT SATTARA, TO J. WARDEN, ESQ., DEPUTY AGENT FOR 
SIRDARS, POONA, 

Dated liZth August^ 1832. 

Sir,— I had the honour of receiving your letter of the 3rd instant, accom- 
panied by copies of report of proceedings of the Poona Adawlut in the case of 
Gopeeka Baee Joglekur, Plaintiff*, versus Ameer Sing and Tanajee Seerkes, 
Defendants. 

2. Previously to submitting the subject to the consideration of his Highness 
the Raja, I. searched the duftur, and made inquiry of my native agent as to 
similar proceedings having been received, but can discover no precedents. 

3. His Highness does not acknowledge the authority of the Poona Adawlut 
wdthin the territory of which by the treaty with the British Government he is 
undoubted sovereign. 

4. On reference to article 1st. “ The British Government agrees to cede 

in peipetual sovereignty to the Raja of Sattara, his heirs and successors, 

** the districts specified in the annexed schedule.” 

5. On reference to tlie schedule, it appears that the boundaries of his 
immediate territories are defined, but in thus defining them a clause is 
inserted, Exclusive of jagheers, &c.,” thus plainly expressive of his High- 
ness having sovereign power over such jagheers, although not within the 
specified limits. 

6. To prevent the possibility of the expression being taken in a different 
light, the schedule, after naming the pergunnas and villages in his Highness’s 
immediate dominions, adds, “ The possessions of the Raja of Akulkote, the 
Punt Suchew, the Punt Prithee Nidhee, the jagheer of Dufflay, &c. &c. &c. 

7. No stipulation is made in the treaty as to tlie Punt Suchew being, in 
respect to such villages as are without the boundary of the Sattara territory, 
under the British Government; upon a similar principle the entire jagheer of 
Akulkote must be under the British Government. 

8. His Highness the Raja cannot waive his undoubted right to administer 
justice within his own sovereignty, his Adawlut being open to all who choose 
to appeal to it for redress against h& subjects, and the papers are returned 
after being submitted to him as requested. 

* 9. It is possible that 1 may have taken an erroneous view of this novel case, 
and I shall be glad to receive information which may possibly induce me to 

alter 
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alter my opinion, the interference of the Poona Adawlut appearing to me at 
present contrary to the treaty, and in direct opposition to the opinions of 
Mr. iSlphinstone and Mr. Chaplin whose letters invariably express conviction 
of tile Raja’s sovereignty over the jagheer, of which sovereignty the administra- 
tion of justice is an undoubted privilege. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) P. Lodwmck, 

Sattara, Resident. 

13th August, 1832. 

True Copies. 

John Wardjsn, 

Deputy Agent. 


(No. 3211.)— LETTER FROM MR. CHIEF SECRETARY NEWNIIAM, 
TO G.W. ANDERSON, ESQ., JUDGE AND SESSION JUDGE, 

Dated April, 1827. 

Sir, — I have the honour to transmit to you a copy of a correspondence 
enumerated in the margin* regarding the settlement of several just debts 
due to Sahowkars by the Punt Suchew. 

2- In submitting these documents, it seems a question how far Government 
should enforce the payment of debts owed by a chief of the Raja of Sattara, 
on the ground of his being entitled to pecuniary payments IVom our territory. 

3. The fairest way might be to enforce those only which are due to our 
subjects, leaving all others to tlie Raja. 

4. The Governor in Council recjiiests tliat you will be good enough to state 
how far the above descrii)tion applies to the creditors whose claims are now 
under consideration. 

I have, 

(Signed) W. Newxham, 

Bombay Castle, Chief Secretary, 

IGth April, 1827. 


(No. 10 of 1825.)— LETTER FROM W. CHAPTdN, ESQ., COMxMIS- 
SIONER IN THE DECCAN, TO MR. CHIEF SECRETARY 
NEWNHAM, . 

Dated 15//t Januarif, 1825. 

Sir, — The Punt Suchew, notwithstanding my reiterated calls upon him, 
refusing to come to a settlement of several just debts due Saliowkars and 
other subjects of the British Government, 1 request you will do me the 
honour to submit the circumstance to Governinciit, that I may be favoured 
with its sentiments as to the best mode of obtaining rc^dress for such 
creditors. 

The Punt Suchew is better off now than he was at the time wiieii these 
debts were contracted, and there appcairs to be an evident want of principle 

on 

Fropi the Commissioner in the Dcccan, dated 15ih January, 1825. 

Reply to do 24th do. 

From the Commissioner (witli enclosures), dated 24th May, 1826. 
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Letter from 
W. Chaplin, Esq. 
to Cliief Secretary 
Newnham, 

15 J.nn. 1825, 
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Letter from 
W.Cliaplin, E«]. 
to Chief Secretary 
Newnhani, 

'5 Jan. 1S25. 


Letter from 
Chief Secretary 
Newiiham to 
the Commissioner 
in the Deccan, 
24 Jan. 1825. 


Extract Letter 
from the late Com- 
missioner in the 
Deccan, 

24 May, 1826. 
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on his part in evading the payment; the best mode of inducing him to attend 
to my representations in respect to such matters, would probably be that of 
temporarily resuming some of his Mokassa Sahotra and Baptce in the Com- 
pany's territories. 

I have, &c. 

* (Signed) W. Chaplin, 

Camp at Sanglee, Commissioner. 

15th January, 1825. 


(No. 08 of 1825.)— LETTER FROM MR. CHIEF SECRETARY NEWN- 
IIAM TO THE COMMISSIONER IN THE DECCAN, 

Dated 24//e January^ 1825. 

Sir, — I have tlie honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, dated the 
15th inst. respecting the refusal of the Punt Suchew to come to a settlement 
of his just debts. 

2. The Governor in Council approves of the mode suggested by you for the 
payment of the Punt’s debts, but before acting on it, lie requests that you 
will satisfy yourself, either that a similar step has been adopted in the Peish- 
wa's time, or that other measures, proving an equal degree of interference, 
Jiave then been resorted to. 

3. The Governor in Council takes it for granted that these claims relate to 
some possessions of the Punt’s within tlic Company’s territories, and no-wisc 
connected with the Raja of Sattara. 

4. If the interference of the British Government would at all clash with the 
sovereignty of the latter prince, any measure adopted must be effected through 
the Resident at Sattara, in communication with his Highness. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) W. Nlw'niiam, 

Bombay Castle, Chief Secretary. 

24th January, 1825. 


EXTRACT FROM A LETTER FROM THE LATE COMMISSIONER 
IN THE DECCAN TO GOVERNMENT, 

Dated the 2Ath May, 1826. 

Para. 2. Three precedents having been found of the sequestration of villages 
and umuls by the late Government, for the purpose of liquidating the debts of 
the holders, I think that the same course may with great propriety be followed 
in regard to the Punt’s possessions in the British territory, which, being quite 
unconnected with the Raja of Sattara, the measure would in no respect clash 
with his sovereigfnty. 
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LETTER FROM G. W. ANDERSON, ESQ., AGENT AT POONA, 
• TO MR. SECRETARY NORRIS, 

Dated April, 1827. 

Sir, I do myself the honour to reply to your letter of the 5th instant, call* 

ing for my opinion and report upon a petition from Gungadhur Trimbiikh 
Bliut. 

It appears that Gungadhur Trimbukh had the inamlut of the Punt Suchew’s 
districts for eleven years many years ago, and that he makes claim for a bal- 
ance of advances not covered by the collections. J believe the Punt Suchew 
answers this by the averment, that an adjnstment of the accounts of the man- 
agement of the mamliit, whilst in the hands of the petitioner, would shew a 
balance in his (the Punt’s) hivoiir. 

Gungadhur Trimbukh is a native of the Concan and resides in Poona. 

The Punt Suchew holding lands in the British territory, 1 believe* there can 
be no question of his being subject, so fitr as those lands are concerned or so 
far as their value will yield, to claims advanced in conformity with 1:!»e rules 
established by the Government for the administration of justice, wliosoever the 
complainant inay be. In the same manner, 1 should consider that any pay- 
ment derived from the Government forming a property would be exigible to 
the liquidation of debts declared due by the authority constituted for the de- 
cision of these elaims. 

Gungadluir Trimbukh is a British subject, if thercifore he declines to submit 
his claim to the jurisdiction of the Sattara Raja, however desirable we might 
esteem that course, I am of opinion the Government can in no other way act 
than to soic that justice is done to him under the rules, and in the manner pro- 
vided for the general adjudication of similar cases. 

I have. See. 

(Signed) G. W. Anderso.x, 

Agent's Office, Agent. 

9th April, 1827. 


(No. G43 of 1827.)— LETTER FROM MR. SECRETARY NORRIS TO 

J. A. DUNLOP, ESQ., AGENT FOR THE SETTLEMENT OF 

DEBTS OF SIRDARS IN THE DECCAN, 

Dated 2Ath 1827. 

Sir, — I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your predecessor’s letter 
of the 9th instant, reporting upon Gungadhur Trimbukh’s claim on the Punt 
Suchew’s districts while he had the maiiilut some years ago. 

The Governor in Council authorizes you to investigate this case, and report 
to Government in the manner laid down in the rules regarding Sirdars’ suits. 

The. Governor in Council is not, however, prepared to adijpit that the cir- 
cumstance of the Punt Suchew having land within the Honourable Company’s 
territory, gives this Government a right to interfere in disputes originating 
with persons not British subjects, and in matters transacted beyond British * 
Jurisdiction. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) C. Norris, 

Bombay Castle, Secretary to Government. 

24th April, 1827. 

True Copies. . . • 

(Signed) J. Warden, 

Deputu ARient. 
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Letter from the 
Agent at Poona to 
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9 April, 18:^7. T 


Letter from 
Mr. Secretary 
Norris to 

L A. Dunlop, Esq. ‘ 
24 April, 1827. 
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SATTAnA (No. 3212.)— LETTER FROM MR. SECRETARY BAX TO THE 

papers. resident at SATTARA, 


Letter from 
Mr. Secretary Bax 
to the Besident at 
Sattara. 


Dated V6th September, 1832. 

Sir,— With reference to your correspondence with the Deputy Agent for 
Sirdars regarding the case of Gopeeka Baee Joglekiir versus Ameer Sing and 
Tanajee Seerke, I am directed by the Right Honourable the Governor in 
Council to inform you that Government awaits a communication from you on 
this subject. 

I have, &c. 


Bombay Castle, 
13th September, 1832. 


(Signed) J. Bax, 

Secretary to Government. 


EXTRACT BOMBAY POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 

\Otli October^ 1832. 


Letter Irom 
the Resident at 
Sattara to Mr. 
Secretary liax, 
19 Sept. 1832. 


(No. 3404.)— LETTER FROM LIEUTENANT COLONEL LOOWICK, 
RESIDENT AT SATTARA, TO MR. SECRETARY BAX. 

Dated 19/7/ Septe7?ibcr\ 1832. 


Sir,~In acknowledging the honour of your letter. No. 1550, dated the Kith 
instant, apprizing me that Government awaits a communication from me in 
the case of Gopeeka Baee Joglekur versus Ameer Sing and Tanajee Seerke, 
I lose no time in submitting to the Right Honourable the Governor in Council 
such remarks upon the Deputy Agent's communication to Government as 
appear called for. 

2. The Deputy Agent’s letter to me of the 3rd August, and my reply of 
the 13th, Jiaving been submitted, 1 need but advert to them so far as to 
observe, that in returning the proceedings of the Court in the case above 
mentioned, no disrespect whatever intended towards a British authority ; 
they were returned as relating to a subject on which the Raja’s government 
declined all interference ; the i)roceedings of the Agent apparently resting 
upon authority or precedent with whicii I was not acquainted until the 
receipt of that gentleman’s letter to Government, No. 76 of 1832. How far 
that authority and those jirecedents justify the Deputy Agent's proceedings in 
the present case, it would be prcsuin|)tuous in me to offer an opinion, as the 
subject is submitted by him to Government. 1 cannot, however, permit the 
remarks that gentleman has made on the rights of the Raja as establivshed 
by the treaty of Sattara to pass without comment, lest it should be supposed 
I coincide in opinion with him. 

3. In paras. 10 to 14 an attempt is made to invalidate the claims of the 
Raja of Sattara to the sovereignly of the jahgeers placed under him by 
treaty. 

4. I have read that treaty most attentively, and it appears to me that the 
very arguments used by the Deputy Agent against my construction of it, tend 
most strongly to its support. 

5. Had the Jagheerdars been independent of the Sattara Raja, it would have 
been a mockery on tbn n'^.rt of the Raja, and that with the cpncurrence of the 

British 
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British Government, to have granted terms attested by the seal of Captain 
Grant, in which the following is a passage common to the whole: — “ The 
“ districts of the Punt being within the limits of the territory made over by 
“ treaty to his Highness the Raja of Sattara, » the Punt therefore is placed 
“ under the governlncnt of his Highness; the British Government is the 
“ guarantee, and the terms are fixed as follows.” 

f). The very passage from Captain Grant’s letter of February 7th, 183ti, 
quoted in the 14th para, of the Deputy Agent’s letter, is sufficient proof that 
certain jagheers were to revert to his Highness the Raja, and in the. first and 
original copy of the schedule, which was part of the treaty, after enumerating 
the districts, ike., of his immediate dominions, tl)e expression follows, 
“ Together with the possessions of the Raja of Akulkole, the Punt Sucliew, 
&:c., 


SATTAUA 
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Letter from 
the Resident at 
Sattara to Mr. 
Sjjgrctary Bax, 
IwSept. 1832. 


7. The Deputy Agent makes a distinction between enam property and 
jagliecr, n.s concerns the Punt Suciicw, but tlui ])rescnt Punt certainly did not 
inherit either one or the other, but attained bt^th, if there is a distinction, by 
adopti(;n. The accompanying letter from the Honourable Mr. Elphinstone, 
then governor, t^> tJie late Punt, a short time previous to his decease, appt-ars 
to iiur so powerful a eoninientary upon the treaty of Sattara by the very 
authority under m Iiosc orders it was framed, that nothing further is required 
to esta])iish tiie Raja’s riglit to full sovereignty over his Jaglieerdars, unless it 
can be proved tliat the enam lauds came to the present Punt by hereditary 
descent, and not with the jaghecr, by adoption. 

S. I conceive it must not be lost sight of, that the treaty of Sattara was 
signed so early as the ‘2oth September, 1819, and wlien, at a subsequent 
period, tlie several jagheers had been granted, the Jaglieerdars w ere rctpiired 
to decide whotlier they would be subject to the British (lovernmcnt or the 
Raja of Sattara, and agreements were made out accordingly. That on tlui 
part of his lligliness the Raja and the Punt Suclicw, is dated 22nd 
April, 1820. 

0. The treaty of September, 1819, defines the territory of the Raja as a 
sovereign ])rince, free from all control. The schedule, supplcineutary to that 
treaty, and to which it refers, after defining the general frontiers of his imme- 
diate terriiories, exclusive of jagheers, proceeds to mention the several jagheers 
tliat are subject to his sovereignty. 

10. I will not occupy tlie time of the Riglit Honourable the Governor in 
(amneil, by <‘utering iurther into a question which is removed from the case 
at issue, and should iiave conbned myself to the exculpation of his Highness 
the Raja from the aeciisatioii made or implied by the Deputy Agent of treating 
his authority with disrespect, had not Uiat geutlcmaii offered several ojiinions 
which appear to me in direct opposition to the literal meaifiiig of the treaty, 
and the sentiments of the high authority who was the framer of it. 

1 have, ike, 

(Signed) P. Lodwtck, 

Sattara, *Itesident. 

1 9th September, ' 832 . 


COPY OF A LETTER FROM THE HONOURABLE THE . Lett« from 

GOVERNOR TO THE PUNT SUCHEW, the Governor to 

the Punt Suchew, 

Dated 2^th A ugust, 1827. . -8 Aug. 1827. 

I (After ("ompliments.) 

I have had the pleasure to receive your letter of the 25th Mohuruni, and 
have heard of your illness with great regret. I hope, however, that you will 
ere long recover, and that you may live to transmit your possessions to your* 
own descendants. 


With 
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•Xetter from 
the Governor to 
the Punt Suchew^ 
28 Aut?. 18St7. 


Minute by tlie 
Governor, 

4 Oct. 1832. 


Letter from 
Mr. Secretary Bax, 
4 Oct. 1832. 


With regard, however, to the terms proposed to be annexed to the adoption, 
it must be observed, that although you and your heirs are to hold your jagheer 
on certain stipulated terms, yet that, on a total failure of heirs, it must revert 
to his Highness the Raja, and that if his Highness allows it to be continued, 
in such a case, by adoption or otherwise, his Highness is'at liberty to attach 
what conditions he thinks expedient to the permission. 

As to the terms, this Government has no reason to think that the Raja’s 
demand will be unreasonable, and will recommend your case to his consider- 
ation ; you, however, must recollect, that you voluntarily preferred the Raja’s 
sovereignty, the decision must therefore rest with his Highness, the British 
Government not being able to interfere unless there be a breach of agreement. 

For the rest, &c. &c. &c. 

True copy. 

(Signed) W. H. Watiien, 

True copy. Persian Secretary to Government. 

(Signed) P. Lodwick, 

Resident. 


(No. 3495.)— MINUTE BY THE RIGHT HONOURABLE THE 

GOVERNOR, 

(Subscribed toby the Board,) 

Dated Ath October^ 1832. 

An attentive perusal of the treaty and of these papers satisfies me, tliat the 
Deputy Agent has taken a correct view of this case of jurisdiction ; whatever 
instrument passed between Captain Grant and the Punt, could only cover his 
possessions actually within the Sattara Raja’s territory, that officer being con- 
fined in all his acts to the kingdom given to the Raja; and the acquiescence of 
the British authorities in the Deccan would have been necessary to have given 
the Raja jurisdiction over districts situated beyond the limits of his territory. 

(Signed) Clare, 

27th September, 1832. 


• • 

(No. 3496.) — Resumed considerations of our proceedings in this department, 
dated 19th September, 1832. — Nos. 3209 to 12. 

Ordered that the following letters be written : 

LETTER FROM MR. SECRETARY BAX TO THE AGENT FOR 
SIRDARS IN THE DECCAN, 

Dated Ath October^ 1832. 

Sir,— -I am directed by the Right Honourable the Governor in Council to 
acknowledge the receipt of the Deputy Agent’s letter, dated the 25th August 
last, submitting copy of a correspondence with the Resident at Sattara, re- 
garding the case of Gopeeka Baee Joglekur verms Ameer Sing and Tanajee 
Seerke. 

2. His Lordship in Council having attentively perused the treaty and the 
correspondence on the subject, is satisfied that the Deputy Agent has taken a 
correct view of this (rase of jurisdiction. Whatever instrument passed between 
Captain Grant and the Punt Suchew, could only cover his possessions actually 

” within 



potmoAt 39 

within the Sattara Raja’s territory, that officer being confined in all his acts SATTARA 

to the kingdom given to the Raja, and the acquiescence of the British autho- PAPERS, 

rities in the Deccan would have been necessary to have given the Raja juris- Lettl^rom 
diction over districts situated beyond the limits of his territory. Mr. Secretary Bax 

3. I liave the honour to transmit for your information, a copy of a letter ^ 
from the Resident, dated the 19th ultimo, with its enclosure on this subject, 
and to inform you that a copy of this letter has been forwarded for the infor- 
mation of Lieutenant-Colonel Lodwick, 

I have, &c, 

(Signed) J. Bax, 

Bombay Castle, Secretary to Government. 

4tli October, 1832. 


(No. 3497.)— LETTER FROM MR. SECRETARY BAX 
RESIDENT AT SATTARA, 

Dated Ath October^ 1832, 


TO T HE Letter from 

Mr. Secretary Bax 
to the Resident at 
Sattara, 

A Oct. 1832. 


Sir, — [ am directed by the Right Honourable the Governor in Council to 
acknowledge the receipt of your letter, dated the 19th ultimo, with its en- 
closures in the case of Gopeeka Baee Joglekur versus Ameer Sing and Tana- 
jee Seerkc, and to transmit for your information and guidance copy of my 
letter of this day’s date to the Agent for Sirdars, which you will be pleased to 
communicate to his Highness the Raja. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) J. Bax, 

Bombay Castle, Secretary to Government. 

4th October, 1832. 
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(No. 545.)— EXTRACT MEMORANDUM BY MR. WARDEN, LATE Extract Memoran- 
DEPUTY AGENT FOR SIRDARS IN THE DECCAN, dumb, Mr. 

Warden, 

Dated 2nd February^ 1835. ^ ^ 

I sec that the Raja on this occasion re-asserts his claim of sovereignty over 
the British Jagheers. I had hoped that my letter to Government of the 25tli 
August, 1832, and the decision ol his Lordship in Council thereon, would have 
set this question at rest. I have discussed this point most fully in the 11th, 

14tli, 15th, loth, 17th, and 21st paragraphs of that letter, and the best proof, 
as it appears to me, that this interpretation is the true one is, tliat by the adop- 
tion of any other, we should destroy one of the fundamental principles on* 
which Mr. Elpliinstone settled the Deccan, viz. to establish a small sovereignty 
in the middle of the Deccan extending from the Neera and Bheerna to the 
Krisna and Wiirna, and from the western ghauts to the city of Pundurpoor. 

The practical result of the Raja’s present pretensions would be the extension 
of tlie arm of his sovereignty not only into the heart of the zillas of Ahnied- 
iiuggur and Kandeish, but even beyond the Deccan itself into the Southern 
Concan, where the Punt Suchew has landed property. * 
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(No. 548.)— LETTER FROM CHARLES NORRIS, ESQ., CHIEF 
SECRETARY TO (iOVERNMENT, TO THE RESIDENT AT 

SATTARA, 

Dated 9th March, 1835. 

Sir, — I am directed by the Right Honourable the Governor in Council to 
acknowledge tlie receipt ot your letter of tlie 18th October last, with its 
enclosures, on the subject! of the resuin{)tion of the possessions of Shaik Mera 
Waeeknf in Kandeish, and to signify to y [\ that the case of theWaeeknr has 
been referred to f he (covernment of India, as tiie Government has not the 
power to continue any Jaghcers wiilieiit its -auction. 

‘2. His Lordshg) in Council furtl! r instntets me to recjiicst that you wil! 
explain, in tlie mo? * iViendl;' terras, jc* ids Higlnu'ss the Raja of Sattara, that 
his pretensions to sovereignly in British territories, where land is held by his 
subjects, caiuuit be ad.’nitted. 

I have the honour to be, iS:c. 

(Signed) CiiAjiu^is Nojtjiis, 

Bombay Castle, Ciiief Secretary. 

Uth March, 1835. 

True Extract. 

(Signed) C. Nonuis, 

('•hief SecR^tury to CJovcrnment. 


LEI’TER FROM 
AT SATTARA, 
GOVERNMEN 


IJEUTEXANT COLONEL LODWICK, RESTDEXT 
TO C. NORRIS. ESQ., CHIEF SECRETARY TO 
T, 


Dated 3rd Jalj/y 1835. 

Sir, — r have had llic honour of receiving your Jotter of April 25lh, 1835, 
accompanying an extract iVoin the Honourable Court of Dii'cctors’ desjjat(‘h of 
September 2(), 1834, together with three letters from Ins Highness tin'. Raja of 
Sattara, for tlie jmrpose of lieing rt^tunied. 

2. In eornnmnieating^he substance of the nonouralile (hnirt's letter to his 
Highness the Raja, as directed, 1 expiained most fully the motives which iiad 
decided the retur.n of liis letters addressed to individuals in Europe, adding 
the assurance given liy the Honourable Court, that his Highness might conti- 
denlly rely upon his rights and interests always having the utmost conside- 
ration, at the .same time leaving him under no restraint with respect to private 
corresjion deuce. 

3. The Raja having, about the period adverted to, paid a visit of ceremony 
to the Right ilonourable the Governor on his arrival in the country, tobk the 
opportunity of a jirivatc interview- to express his full sense of tlie Ilonourable 
Court’s consideration, and stated the particular articles of tlie Treaty of 181J1 
on which there a]>peared to exist a difference of interpretation between tlic 
local British (xovernment and liimself. 

4. It was then decided that the several cases in point should be submitted 
to the Right Honourable the Governor in Council, through the Resident, and 
eventually to the idtiinate consideration of the Honourable the Court of 
Directors. 

5. This arrangement could not fail of proving most satisfactory to4ii.s High- 
ness, who, in adverting to the letter addressed to the Honourable Mr, Elphin- 
Wone being returned, took the opportunity of expressing his confidence in 
that enlightened statesman, who had framed the treaty which conferred his 

sovereignty. 
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sovereignty, and who must therefore be most competent to explain its inlcn- 
tions. His' Highness added, that should the Honourable Court be pleased to 
consult that gentleman, his opinion would be conclusive and satisfactory, 
however adverse to his own interests. 

6. I proceed to give in detail the substance of his Highness’s interpretation 
of the treaty, as explained in several interviews, and by numerous memoran- 
dums. 


S.\TTARA 

PAPERS. 

Letter from the 
Resident at Sattara 
to the Cliief Secre- 
tary to 
Government, 

3 July, 1835, 


7. The Raja considers that the treaty of 1819 confers upon him and his 
heirs for ever the full sovereignty, subject only to the guarantee of the 
British Government, over the six Jagheerdars named in the schedule attached 
to the treaty. He considers that sovereignty, as securing the reversion of 
the whole estate, strictly considered surinjam, to the Sattara government, 
whether situated within or without the immediate boundary, on the event of 
lapse from default of heirs or adoption, and bis question appears to be decided 
by paragraph twenty-two of the Honourable Court’s letter of September 26th, 
1834, which states that, “In default of heirs, by birth or adoption, the obli- 
“ gation of our guarantee ceases, and the jagheers must lapse to the Raja.” 

8. In the event of adoption on the part of Jagheerdars, the Raja claims 
nuzzerana for the whole jagheer ; this was not disputed in the case of the Punt 
Suchew, in 1827, when it was clearly stated by Mr. Elphinstone, then 
Governor of Bombay, that no adoption could take place but by the permis- 
sion of the Raja, as sovereign authority ; tlie adoption was sanctioned, and the 
nuzzerana paid to the Raja of Sattara. 


9. The Raja conceives that his rights have been infringed in the resumption 
of the jagheer of Shaik Mera Waeekur, in Candeish. 


10. The scliedule attached to the treaty of 1819, after enumerating the 
several pergunnas within the boundary made over to the Raja of Sattara, 
expressly names as part of the sovereignty the jagheer of Shaik Mera Waee- 
kur as well as those of the other five Jagheerdars, and without making any 
reservation as to where such possessions may be situated. 


11.* This subject was brought to the consideration of the Right Honourable 
tlie Governor in Council, and referred to tlie Supreme Government, the deci- 
sion of which is subject to the final determination of the Honourable Court of 
Directors. 


i 

j 


i 


12. His Highness the Raja considers, that if the jagheer is resumed, it must 
by the treaty be to his benctit, but he is most desirous that the jagheer should 
be continued to Shaik Khan Maliomed, son of Shaik Mera; the family, as 
shewn in the genealogical sketch attached to my report, is one of the oldest 
adherents of the Sattara state, and although the jagheer is not strictly heredit- 
ary, yet sunnuds have on every demise been granted from father to son, from 
the time of Shawoo Raja. 

13. There remains another claim on the part of the Raja which is not 
provided for in the treaty, and the only support on which it rests, is a letter 
from the Honourable Mr. .Elphinstone,* in which is the following sentence : — 

“ The modern jagheers granted by the Peishwa will in most cases fall to 
“ your Highness on the death of the present incumbents.” 

14. This evidently refers to small jagheers within the boundaries of the Sat- 
tara state, and it is to be regretted that the list of jagheers which were to 
revert to the Raja on the death of the possessors mentioned in Mr. Elphin- 
stone’s letter as having been given to his Highness by Captain Grant, should 
neither be in his possession nor among the records of this residency. 

15. The jagheer village of Co wtalee, lately resumed by the British Govern- , 
ment, is claimed by the Raja, as coming strictly within the meaning of 

Mr. Elphin* 

* from the Honourable Mr. Elphinstone to his Highness the Raja, dated 25th January, 
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Government, 

3 July, 18S5. 


Letter from the 
Resident at Sattara 
to J. P. Willough- 
by. Esq. 

20 June, 183G. 


Mr. Elphinstone’s letter above referred to, as it is within the limits of the 
Sattara state, and the annual revenue amounts to about Rs. 2,000. 

16. There are many small jagheers of a similar description within the Raja’s 
territory, and as this is the first instance of one of them having lapsed, the 
decision on this case naturally involves the fate of the others, as they may fall 
by the decease of present incumbents cither to the British Government or to 
the Raja of Sattara. 

17. Having lately submitted this subject* to the consideration of the Right 
Honourable the Governor in Council, I have but to observe, that in the event 
of his Highness’s claim not being admitted by that authority, it would be 
highly gratifying to him to have a reTerence made upon the general question 
to the Honourable Court of Directors. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) P. Lodwick, 

True copies. Resident, Sattara. 

(Signed) J. Willoughby, 

Secretary to Government. 


LETTER FROM LIEUTENANT-COLONEL LODWICK, RESIDENT 
AT SATTARA, TO J. P. WILLOUGHBY, ESQ., SECRETARY TO 
GOVERNMENT, 

a ted 20 th June y 1836. 

(Secret Department.) 

Sir, — I have the honour to request you will bring to the notice of the Right 
Honourable the Governor in Council, that having reason from private intelli- 
gence to suppose that his Highness the Raja had, without communicating his 
intentions to the British Resident, cither entered into engagements with, or 
adopted preliminary steps to that end with a person named Syud Meer (a 
Mussulman inhabitant of Bombay), to act as his accredited agent or Vakeel in 
the settlement of certain disputed points of a political nature, arising out of 
the several articles of his treaty with the British Government, and that it was 
his Highness’s intention to send this Vakeel either to Calcutta or to England, 
I requested an interview wuth his Highness, which took place on the evening 
of the 16th, in presence of Appa Sahib Maharaj and Balia Sahib Senaputtee. 


2. The detail of what ])assed I now submit to the consideration of Govern- 
ment, together with the translation of a memorandum since given in by the 
Raja. 

3. Altliough his Highness has occasionally hinted at the probability of being 
eventually obliged to resort to this measure, I was not prepared for its imme- 
diate adoption ; and especially after the assurance given by the Right Honour- 
able the Governor during the late interview at N’hcr, that the several questions 
at issue should be referred to the consideration of the Honourable Court of 
Directors without further delay. 

4. It appears, however, that a copy of the treaty, and every document re- 
lating to the claims of his Highness supposed to be founded upon that treaty, 
have been given to Syud Meer, who had an interview with the Raja; but so 
far as I can ascertain, he has not hitherto received any definite instructions or 
authority to act as agent for his Highness. 


5. ITow far this conduct on the part of his Highness is in accordance with 
the fifth article of his treaty granted with the territory by the British Govern- 
I'aent, I am not prepared to give an opinion, but submit the case for considera- 
tion. 


t Resident’s Letter, dated 24<th June, 1835. 
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tioh. The motive for keeping me in ignorance of the transaction is evident ; 
for being bound to consult the Resident on all occasions, and to abide by his 
opinion, his Highness was well aware of the result of such a reference in the 
present case, and that the consequence of acting in decided opposition to the 
Resident’s opinion might bo deemed a violation of the second article of the 
treaty. 

G. In extenuation of the Raja’s disingenuous conduct in the case now sub- 
mitted to Government, I may be allowed to observe, that his feelings have 
been, during four years, and particularly during the last year, in a state of 
increasing excitement, respecting what he considered infringtiment of the 
treaty, from time to time, on the part of the Rritish Government; and these 
feelings being restrained by the prospect of a reply from the Honourable 
Court, acquired additional force on ascertaining, during the late interview with 
the Right Honourable the Governor, that no reference had hitherto bcjeii made 
to the Court of Directors ; and from th.at moment he evidently resolved to 
appeal through an 'agent of his own ; and this, I believe, he hinted to the 
Right Honourable the Governor during tlui interview : lie certainly has a full 
conviction of having done so. 

7. 1 hope to be honoured with early instructions as to the line of conduct 
I am to adopt in consequence of the late breacdi of confidence on the part of 
his Highness — the first instance within my knowledge, as his intercourse with 
me has been carried on in perfect good faith, and firm reliance on the friend- 
ship of the Rritish Government. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) P. Lodwick, 

Resident at Sattara. 


SUBSTANCE OF A CONVERSATION WHICH TOOK PLACE AT AN 
INTERVIEW WITH 11. 11. THE RAJA OF SATTARA, 

Ot^the Evening of the \ Gth inMant, at the Palace. 

Present, his Highness, the British Resident, Appa Saliib Maharaj, and Balia 

Sahib Senaputtee. 

The conversation was introduced by the Resident's noticing the reports in 
circulation, and his having been informed, that his Highness had engaged a 
person, an inhabitant of Bombay, by name Syud Meer, or Mecr Sahib, as liis 
Vakeel, to be employed in obtaining his supposed rights over tlic estates of the 
Jagheerdars ; that this had been cfiectcd secretly, without any communication 
with the British Government. 

The Resident put the question to his Highness, as to the general truth or 
lalsehood of this intelligence. 

In reply, his Highness commenced by declaring that tlic subject to which 
tins conversation referred had been a source of uuhapiiiucss to him for the past 
our years; that the late Governor had promised on his visit of ceremony to 
reter the c^e ; that the present Governor had given an assurance last year to 
me same cflect, but on his Highness, at the late private interview in May last, 
requesting to be informed when a reply from the Court to representations for. 
warded last year by the Resident, might be expected, he was told, that no 
representation of the case had yet been made to the Honourable Court of 

became much agitated, and declared that his food 
'' to him, and that he had no happiness, &c. On bringing his Higli- 

wss jack to the simple question, he acknowledged that lie had sent for Syud 
— cer, and that he had entrusted him with copies of the tresity with the British 
government, and other documents relating thereto. His Highness denied 
gi^ne beyond this, and declared that he had informed Syud Mcor that 
nig should be done in the affair until the approaching Dussorah. 
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yud from the 
Ilaja to the 
Resident, 

16 June, 1836. 


The Resident replied by pointing out the departure on the part of his High- 
ness from that contidence in the British Government, and its accredited agent, 
which had hitherto directed all his acts ; and further, observed upon tlie assu- 
rance which the Right Honourable the Governor had given to his Highness at 
Malcolm Peyt, that he would immediately address the Home Government on 
the subject at issue. 

The Resident ])ointed out the friendly feeling towards him and his Govern- 
ment, which both the Bombay Government and the Honourable Court had in- 
variably expressed and acted upon, and ended by alluding to the 5th article 
of the treaty, by which his Highness for himself, “ his heirs and successors, 
“ engages to forbear I'rom all intercourse or correspondence with all persons of 
“ whatever description who are not by the above articles rendered subject to 
“ his Highness's authority.” 

At the close of the interview, his Highness became more calm, and agreed 
to give in a statement of what had taken place in regard to Syud Meer, in 
order to the Resident’s framing a report for the information of his Govern- 
ment. 

A true statement. 

(Signed) P. LoD\vieK, 

Resident at Sattara. 


TRANSLATION OF A YAD, No. 7, FROM TT. IT. THE RAJA OF 
SATTARA TO THE RESIDENT, 

Dated \Gth Junty 1836. 

(After Compliments.) 

Although some cases took place formerly consequent upon the several letters 
and yads received up to the time of Governor Elphinstone, and on the force 
of the treaty with the British Government, the (vahevat) management had been 
carried on here according to that treaty. In the time of Governor Lord Clare, 
Mr. Warden, then in ilu) Agent’s cntcherry at Poona, raised a new doubt on 
the mis-information of his Kamdars, and infringed the rigTits of this Sircar ; 
his representations upon this case have been confirmed by the British Govern- 
ment without any regard to their former writings, and communicated to 
Colonel Lodwick, the Resident, which he made known to this Sircar according 
to instructions received.* 

The letters addressed from hence to Mr. Elphinstone, Colonel Robertson, and 
Captain Grant, were perused by the Honourable the Court of Directors, who 
in returning them sent their decision to the British Govertiment regarding the 
Jagheerdars dependent on this government ; yet this decision was not carried 
into eft'cct, nor does it appear that a further reference is made to the Honour- 
able the Court of Directors. 

Governor Lord Clare having returned to England, Sir Robert Grant arrived 
in the country as Governor, to whom all the circumstances were explained last 
year, as well as this year, yet no arrangement whatever has been made to this 
day ; but I was told a reference would be made to Europe. 

The Governor in Council has not as yet made the said reference, neither is 
i.t made known here that the existing differences will be settled in accordance 
to former writings and letters, and within what period the answer from Europe 
would be received, until which time the (vahevat) management should be con- 
tinued by us as heretofore. 

On the occasion of a dispute which took place between the King’s Supreme 
Court and Governor Sir John Malcolm, the Governor in Council had this 
settled by sending Colonel Barnwell immediately to Europe. ^ It is' now four 
* years 

* The caics referred to in this document were detailed in the Resident’s report to Government 
addressed to the Chief Secretanv. under date July 3rd, 1835. 





years since tne present case has been referred, but yet has it not been hitherto 
decided. 

Any person, great or poor, wishing to submit his grievances to the British 
Government at Bombay, does not previously make his intention known to this 
Sircar. 

This measure is not in violation of good faith ; but the case is referred from 
this to the decision of tho British Government. 

In consequence of a difference of construction put upon original docu- 
ments by the British Government, and which appear to be in opposition to the 
rights of this Sircar, and to prevent the chance of future misconstruction, this 
Government proposes to lay its claims before the Government at Calcutta and 
the Honourable the Court of Directors, with all the circumstances connected 
therewith ; in the event of its not being decided or finally settled by them, to 
bring the same to the notice of l^arliament, and his Majesty, in Europe : those 
articles that can be settled, it is well ; and those that cannot, to get them settled 
by such reference. 

Syud Meer is the person selected for this duty ; he has been made acquainted 
with all the papers. See., connected with the disputed rights and interests of 
this Sircar, but he is desired not to leave the country until he receives further 
orders from this Government to that effect. 

At an interview which took place with the Resident, Colonel Lodvvick, he 
asked, why this was not made kiiowui to him, and what objection there was 
on our part to consult with lum on the subject ; to which the reply given was, 
that you (the Resident^ had personally explained all the circumstances in our 
presence to Governor Sir Robert Grant, and that there was no objection on 
our |)art to make you acquainted with the intended plan, which was proposed 
in order to avoid all future misconceptions. The differences arising on the 
part of the British Government liere, whicli infringe the rights of this Sircar, 
and it is invariably stated that such disputes could never be settled in this 
country without a reference to Europe, it is therefore intended to submit the 
ease direct to Europe for final settlement, and this yad is sent for your infor- 
mation. 

A True Translation : 


(Signed) P. Lodvvick, 


True copy : 

II. WlLLOUGHUV, 

Secretary to Government. 


Resident at Sattara. 


MINUTE BY THE RIGHT IIONOURABLE THE GOVERNOR, 
SUBSCRIBED TO BY THE BOARD, 

Dated t/ic 27th April, 1837. 

1 . in the resolutions adopted by the Board on the 12th December last, we 
noticed, as one of the palliating circumstances of the Raja of Sattara’s conduct, 

his fancying neglect on the part of this Government in not promptly deciding 

on a question which had arisen regarding his Highness’s rights over his Jag- 
“heerdars.” 

2. I shall now proceed to submit some remarks on this question, premising, 
with a candid acknowledgment, that, although I am happy to state that no 
sub^antial iiyustice has been suffered by the Raja in consequence of the delay 
of Government, in answering his appeal on the subject, it would have been 

desirable that such delay should not have occurred. Pressure of busi- 
ness, however, in the first instance, and perhaps my inexperience in the 

^ management 
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"Sir 

management of it, prevented my giving to the subject that attention which its 
importance at that time undoubtedly demanded ; and on the subsequent detec- 
tion of tlie Ilaja’s culpable conduct, I conceived that its importance merged 
in the more urgent considerations belonging to the occasion. I am still in a 
measure of this opinion; yet the expediency of deciding the question cannot 
be denied. 

3. The question alluded to relates to the extent of the Raja’s claims over the 
Jagheerdars subject to his authority. In a few words, his Highness claims the 
rights of sovereignty over all the possessions of these chiefs, whether situated 
within or without the limits of his own kingdom; involving, be it observed, 
this consequence, that, in the event of any of these Jagheerdars dying without 
heirs, the lauds ofsiich persons, even though situated in the heart of the British 
possessions, would la])se to the Raja, and become a part of the immediate terri- 
tory of Sattara. 

4. Ris Highness founds this claim principally on the following passage in 
the scliedule of tlie territory and revenue ceded to him by the tirst article of 
the treaty, concluded at Sattara on the 25th of September, 1819 : “ Together 
‘‘ with the possessions of the Raja of Akulkote, the PuntSuchew, the l^ritliee 
“ Nidhcc, and the Jagheer of the DufHays in the perguniia of Jhutt.’* 

5. Now, although the above passage is certainly wanting in precision, I am 
satisfied tiiat the construction which his Highness has given to it is quite 
untenable, and altogether opposed to the views of the Britisli Government in 
establishing the Sattara state, and to the declared intentions of the able men 
who framed the treaty of Sattara. 

6. With the view of arriving at a just conclusion on this point, I have eiidea- 
vourec] to ascertain from Mr. Elphinstone’s corresj)ondence with the Governor 
General of India, what were the views and intentions of tliat eminent personage 
in the formation of the Sattara state. In the Mahratla ])roclaiuation, ])romul- 
gated by this ofiicc, and bearing date the 1 Jth February, 1818, these views are 
thus announced : — The Raja of Sattara, who is now a prisoner in Bajcie How’s 

hands, will be released and placed at the head of an iiidc pendent sovereignty, 
“ of such an extent as may maintain the Raja and his family in comfort and 
** dignity. With this view, the fort of Sattara has been taken, tiie Raja’s flag 

has been set up in it, and his former ministers have been called inlocmploy- 
“ment; whatever country is assigned to the Raja will be administered by 
“ him, and he will be bound to establish a system of justice and order. The 
“ rest of tlie country will be kept by the Honourable Company.” 

7. I would ask, whether from this passage any other conclusion can be drawn 
than that a dejinite portion of the conquests made by us from the Peishwa was 
intended to be assigned to the Raja, and that all that was not so assigned was 
to remain, not only in the first instance, but permanently, in the hands of the 
Company ? 

8. The peculiar circumstances under which the Sattara state was established 
ought not to be lost sight of. The measure was one of the purest and most 
enlightened liberality. The whole of the Peishwa’s dominions had become ours, 
by the events of one of the most just wars that have been conducted in India. 
In the words of Mr. Elphinstone, ** He (the Raja) was released from a prison, 

and was placed at the head of a government, obtained by no effort of his 

own, but which was the spontaneous result of the liberality of the British 
/"Government.” From these circumstances I must contend, that with full 
powers to give or withhold what they pleased, the framers of the Sattara 
treaty never could have intended to conclude an arrangement which could not 
fail ultimately to extend the Raja’s sovereignty and government over isolated 
parts of our own districts in the Deccan and Gandeish, and even in the 
Southern Concan. 

9. We are not, however, left solely to rely on this inference, just and 
Ibrcible as I consider it. I annex to this minute extracts from Mr. Elphin- 
stone’s letter to the Governor General, of date the 18th June, 1818, defining 

the 
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the limits which he proposed to assign to the Sattara state. In this it is SATTaha 
explicitly recommended ** to assign to the Raja the territory hounded by the PAPERS. 

‘‘ Neera on the north, the Wnrna and the Kishna on the south, the ghauts Min TT th 

on the west, and the Nizam’s frontier on the east, with the exception of the Governor, 

“ jagheers of the Putwurdhuns, and such others as the Governor General 27 April, 1837. 
“ nin’-ht think proper to exclude.” It is impossible to misunderstand what 
were^^Mr. Elphinstone’s intentions as conveyed in this passage. A compact 
territory is marked out for the Raja, with natural boundaries, evidently with 
^the object of obviating the evil of intermixture of jurisdictions, which would 
be created to an immense extent were we to admit the Raja’s present pre- 
tensions. 

10. The tenor of Mr. Elphinstone’s orders to Captain Grant, dated the 8th 
April, 1818, support the same view of the case, but more especially the 
following paragray^h : “ He (the Raja) can be allowed to hold all between 
“ the most extended of the limits above noticed, that already belongs to the 

(government, or may hereafter be resumed ; and the Jagheerdars who are 
allowed to remain may hold their lands of him, with the exception of the 
“ Putwurdhuns, whom it might be inconvenient to connect with the Raja, as 
“ the greater part of their lauds He on the southern bank of the Kishna.” 

11. The instructions of the Governor (Jeneral to Mr. Elphinstonc, dated 
26th September, 1818, would, even alone, be to my mind decisive of the 
question at issue. “ His Lordship in Council will approve of the extension 
“ of his territory to the widest limits you have proposed, and to place under 
“ his authority those of the .Jaglieerdars icfiosc possesaiom fall within those 
“ general innits, with the exception of the Putwurdhuns.” It is here also 
worthy of remark that, in the 28th para, of the lettei‘ from which the a])ove 
quotation is made, certain lands which had iormerly belonged to Rastiah and 
Gockla arc granted to the Raja, because, among other reasons, they were 
situated “ between the Neera and the Kishna/’ and if retained by the British 
Government, would “ be separated from our other territories and be inter- 
“ mixed with the jmsscssions of the Raja or those of liis Jagheerdars.” 1 
consider the analogy here to be very striking. 

12. In fact, however, the question at issue has already been decided against 
the Raja, not only by Lord Clare’s (joverninent, but likewise by the Govern- 
ment of India, and by the Home Authorities. I refer to the case ol* Shaik 
Mera Waeekur, reported on in a despatch of Lord Clare’s Government to 
the Court of Directors, dated the 17th June, 1835. In their reply, recently 
received, dated the 8th June, 1836, the Court confirm the views of the 
Bombay Government, but comply with its recommendation, that in con- 
sequence of the yieculiar circumstances of the case, the jagheer in question, 
which for the most part is situated in Candeish, should be continued to Shaik 
Mera’s son, for Ins own life, “ the British Government taking, in considera- 

tion of that favour, such an amount of nuzzurana as the circumstances of the 
case might justify.” 

13. I cannot here refrain from quoting the 8th para, of the letter to the Ho- 
nourable Court, reporting, as above-mentioned, on the Waeekiir’s case, not 
only because it contains the views of Lord Clare's Government on the general 
question, but also because it very forcibly [joints out the evils which would 
^esult from our admitting the Raja’s pretensions to extend his Jurisdiction into 
ihe heart of our own districts. 

< y Raja of Sattara has advanced claims to sovereignty over these 

* British jagheers. By acknowledging tiiis right, we should destroy one of 
‘ the fundamental principles on which Mr. Eiphinstone settled the Deccan, 

I namely, to establish a small sovereignty in the middle of the Deccan, , 

* extending from the Neera and the Biieema, to the Kishna and Wurna 

‘ rivers, and from the western ghauts to the city of Punderpoor. The prac-» 
f tical result of the Raja’s pretensions would be the extension of the arm of 
nis sovereignty, not only into the heart of the zillas of Ahmednuggur, and 

“ Cay^deisli. 
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SATTARA Caiideish, but even beyond the Deccan itself ipto the Southern Concan, 
PAPERS. where the Punt Suchew has landed property.” 

Minifte by tlic 15. In bis letter of the 3rd July, 1835, Colonel Lod wick argues in favour 
Governor, of the Ra ja’s claim ; but there, is nothing, I think, in that letter, which is not 
27 April, 1BS7. fjjjy answered by the observations above made. A copy of that letter should, 
however, be sent to the Government of India with this Minute ; it seems to 
me to be quite clear, that if it had been intended to include in the treaty the 
possessions of the Jaghcerdars beyond the Raja’s limits, those possessions 
would have been expressly mentioned in the schedule annexed to the treaty. • 

16. In his 7tli para. Colonel Lod wick states, that the question has been 
decided in favour ol‘ the Raja by the following passage of a letter from the 
Court of Directors, dated the 26th September, 1834 : “ In default of heirs, by 
“ birth or adoption, the obligation of our guarantee ceases, and the jagheers 
“ must lapse to the Raja.” I have no doubt, however, that the Resident erro- 
neously interprets the intentions of the (’ourt, as far as relates to the posses- 
sions of tliese Jaghcerdars in our territory ; and I should have thought so, even 
if the recent decision of llic Court in the Waeekur’s case did not clearly indi- 
cate, that, in their opinion, such possessions in default of heirs appertain to tlic 
liritish Government. 

17. I must further remark, that the opinion of the Honourable Court was 
elicited by Colonel liobertson’vS report of the 31st December, 1831, from wliicli 
I have annexed an extract (paras. 17 and 48) as an appendix to the ])re.sent 
minute. This extract contains some very useful information regarding tlie 
Sattara Jaghcerdars, and although Colonel Robertson does not ex])res.s tliis 
in terms, it is, I think, to be inferred that he was favourable to the Ita ja’s pre- 
len.sions. Lord Clare’s Government diflered in opinion with the li(‘siJciit, 
conceiving that hcj claimed for the Raja a more extensive authority over the 
Jaghcerdars than was warranted by the treaty, and Colonel Lodwick was so 
advised on the 15th March, 1832. 

IS. It is here, f think, very important to observe, that in the first instance, 
the discussion of the question was between the Resident and Government, the 
Raja taking no part in it. Ultimately, however, and it may be presumed, 
encouraged by a knowledge of the oi)inions entertained by the British Repre- 
sentatives, the Raja set forth his pre.sent pretensions, and addressed letters to 
Mr. Elphinstone, Colonel Robertson, and Captain Grant Dulf, appealing to 
them to interpret the treaty in his favour. 

19. These letters were forwarded to the Court of Directors, together with 
Colonel Robertson’s despatch of the 31st December, 1831, on the 16th April, 
1833, and were returned by the Court to tliis Government in their letter of the 
24th September, 1834, when the Court explained their views regarding the 
extent of the Raja’s rights over the Jaghcerdars “ in the Sattara territory.” It 
is, however, I think, ipjite evident, that the Honourable Court did not enter into 
the merits of the real question at issue. This Government has all along fully 
recognized the Raja’s sovereignty over the possessions of the Jagheerdars named 
in the treaty within his Icrritojy, but it disputes his sovereignty over their posses- 
sions wiihont his tcrritorif. To tliis wide distinction the Court’s letter makes no 
allusion. As above stated, however, in the 14th para, they have in a par- 
ticular instance given a decision against the Raja, and 1 am not, I think, wrong 
in considering that decision as confirming generally my views of the inaclinis- 

• sibility of the Raja’s claims. 

20. If I thought otherwise, 1 should certainly feel disposed to take advan- 
tage of the Raja’s recent misconduct, to declare that whatever may have been 
the intentions of those who framed the treaty, his right to extend his sove- 
reignty into the heart of our dominions cannot now be admitted, ’i o speak 
more plainly, I would declare that his Highness has forfeited whatever right 

*he may possess over the possessions of those Jaghcerdars sitqated within our 
territory, as a punishment for the breach of friendship and good faith of which 
he has been guilty. It was to this consideration I alluded, when I observed 

at 
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at the beginning of this paper, that the recent misconduct of the Raja had 
diminished the importance of discussing his present claim. Denying, how- 
ever, as I do, his right of sovereignty over such possessions, I should consider 
it unnecessary to have recourse to recent occurrences in order to avoid the 
difficulty and embarrassment which would be created, by an admission of his 
claim : nor can I deny, that since those occurrences the question has regained 
somewhat of its importance, in consequence of the demise, without lieirs, of 
the Punt Suchew. 

21. With regard to the question alluded to in the thirteenth and following 
paragraphs of Col. Lodwick’s letter, that officer should, I think, be informed 
that Government cannot admit the claim of the Raja to succeed to the jag- 
heers alluded to, on the vague extract which he makes from a letter of Mr. 
Elphinstone’s ; but that if he is able to produce the list which, for reasons not 
stated, he* supposes to have been made of these jagheers, or any other evidence 
in support of the Raja’s claim of succession. Government will not fail to give 
its best attention to* the information so transmitted. 

22. The question of the jagheer village of Cowtalee being a distinct and 
isolated one, I shall reserve my sentiments on it fora separate minute. 

23. I must now request the attention of my colleagues to Col. Lod wick’s 
letter of the 20th June, 1836, reporting that the Raja of Sattara was preparing 
an embassy for England, to urge on the Home Authorities his claims to the 
rights disputed. This letter was yet under my consideration, when, about a 
fortnight after it reached my hands, I received private intimation of his High- 
ness’s attempts on the fidelity of the Native officers of the 23rd regiment. The 
minor question of the propriety of a direct communication between the Raja 
and the Home Authorities was absorbed in those of greater, though unascer- 
tained, extent, which now arose, affecting all our relations with Sattara, and 
(for all that appeared) the very existence of that principality. Recurring now, 
however, to the former question, I am not prepared to state that his Highness 
is not at liberty to make an immediate appeal to the authorities in England ; 
but I feel quite confident that, when what has transpired at Sattara has been 
communicated to those authorities, his embassy, should it reach England, 
will be rejected. I am not certain whether the embassy has actually pro- 
ceeded; and the Resident at Sattara should be requested to report whether he 
has any further information on the subject. In the meantime, a copy of his 
letter of the 20th June should be sent to the Government of India. 

24. With reference to the sixth paragraph of this letter, I deem it right to 
record, that when I met the Raja on the hills in May last, the question* regard- 
ing his Highness’s rights over his Jagheerdars was discussed at a private inter- 
view between us. The Raja contended, with some warmth, for the validity 
of his claims, and expressed disappointment at the delay which had occurred 
in deciding the question. At that time, although I had not given to the sub- 
ject that careful examination which I have since ; bestowed on it, I had suffi- 
ciently considered it to be of opinion that the claims of his Highness stood on 
very questionable ground. I did not feel it necessary, however, nor* expedient 
to declare myself strongly on a question which both parties understood to be 
still under reference to higher authority. 

25. I must here affirm, however, that positively informed the Raja that 
the question had thus been referred home ; I also promised that the Court 
should again be addressed on the subject and their early adjudication solicited. * 
It is necessary that I should make this averment, because, from what miscon- 
ception I know not, the Raja in his conversation with the Resident detgiiled by 
the latter in his letter of the 20th June stated, that I had told him that no 
representation of the case had been made to the Court of Directors ; and this 
statement Colonel Lodwick himself seems in that letter to adopt. Colonel 
Lodwick, however, has since acknowledged that the statement was erroneous ; 
ai^ his admission, as well as the distinct recollection of the Political Secretary, * 
who was present,, and the principal spokesman on the part of Government, 
bear out my assertion above made to the contrary. 

O In 
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SATTARA 26. In tnentiohing to Colonel Lodwick at the time, that the claim had bem 
PAPERS. ‘referred home, I recollect intimating that it had not been accompanied with 

— b" £h discussion of its merits on the part of the Bombay Government ; my 

^Gale^, ® impression and belief were, however, that we had referred home Colonel Lod- 
27 April, 1837. wick’s own letter of 3rd July, 1835. I afterwards found that, by that letter 
having been accidentally mislaid, it had not been so referred, but I also found 
that, in the case already mentioned in this minute, of Shaik Khan. Mahomed, 
son of Shaik Mera Waeckur, the claim of the Raja, on which tlie merits 
of that case .entirely turned, had been distinctly referred to the Honourable 
Court. Thus my assurance to the llaja of tlic desired reference having been 
made, whicli was given only in general terms, was substantially verified ; and 
I have only to regret that I did not add, which I might truly have done, that 
the reference had taken place ten months previous to our interview, and that 
an answer might very shortly be expected. 

27. With relation to this interview with the Raja, I must advert also to 
another point ; Colonel Lodwick, in the letter of the 20fh June, states Iiis 
belief, that the Raja then hinted to me Iiis intention of appealing to the 
Honourable Court, adding that the Raja “ certainly has a full conviction of 
his having done so.” In a conversation which lasted, I should think about 
two hours, and was principally maintained by the Raja himself, who speaks 
a bad sort of Hiiidoostanee, but wnth jncrcdible velocity, I cannot answer that 
sonic obscure hint, to the effect mentioned by Colonel J^odwick, may not have 
escaped from his Highness unnoticed ; but I can positively say, that 1 have 
not the slightest recollection of it, nor has the Political Secretary ; and I con- 
ceive it impossible that so important a communication, had it been made intel- 
ligible, would have been overlooked, or forgotten by either. 

28. With reference to the following extracts from Colonel Lodwick’s 
evidence before the Commission, I would propose that we suggest to the 
Government of India, that the Raja should be required to dismiss from his 
service and expel from his territory the persons alluded to, a requisition fully 
authorized, I conceive, by the existing treaty with his Ilighness. 

29. “I attribute the change in his Highness’s conduct to his having attached 
‘‘ himself to two persons in particular, Bulwunt Row Chitnavees and Abba 

Parisnees, who are generally reputed to be corrupt. They are in his full con- 
** fidence and they abuse it; and it had been long the general opinion at Sattara 

that they would be the cause of his ruin. These persons were, during Captain 

Grant’s time, the one suspected, and the other proved guilty of receiving bribes. 

Bulwunt Row was pardoned at the strong intercession of his Highness, and 
** Abba Parisnees was expelled the Raja's territory, and did not return until 

1828 — 29. I am further decidedly of opinion that they are men of very bad 
“ character, and unfit to act as counsellors to his Highness.” Further inquiry 
may establish the guilt of these men, and severer measures may be called 
for against them, but their dismission and expulsion should, at all events, be 
required. 

30. In the last paragraph of their Report, the Commission bear the follow- 
ing favourable testimony to the conduct and character of the two Native offi- 
cers and havildar of the 23rd Regiment Native Infantry, who announced the 
attempts made by the Raja on their loyalty. 

31. “To conclude, we have the highest satisfaction in stating, that the two 
“ Native officers and the havildar appear to us to be free from taint of any kind ; 
“ and that, with the exception of the laxity of morals apparent in the conduct 
“ of the first soobahdar, in going through the form of binding himself to the 
“ Brahmin by an oath which he had no intention to keep, their conduct is 
“ deserving of the highest praise. Immediately their fidelity was assailed, 
“ they communicated, like loyal and faithful soldiers, with their superiors ; 
“ and, although towards the close of the affair, they may be charged with 
“ over-zeal, still at every stage of the proceeding they acted under the autho- 
“ rity and directions of their officers ; we feel it, therefore, to be a most 
“ pleasing duty to recommend them, but more particularly the soobahdar 

' Sewgoolam 
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33. In case, however, the arrangement respecting the forts is not carried 
into ctfect, no other mode occurs to me of rewarding the officers than by 
a^jpointing them supernumerary soobahdar majors, and the havildar a super- 
numerary jemidar, with the pay of tho.se grades, and to be ab.sorbed as vacan- 
cies occur. On this point 1 request to be favoured with the opinion of his 
E.vcellcncy the Commander-in-Chief. 

34. In either ca.se, I would propose that each of these men .should receive 
an honorary dress from my hands on the first convenient opportunity, of the 
values following — 

Soobahdar Sewgoolam Sing, one valued - - Rs. 300 

Soobahdar Gooljar Missur do. _ . . 20 O 

Havildar Chunder Sing do. - - . joo 

35. I may here mention, that having learned from Major Wilson, the officer 
commanding the 23rd Regiment, that the soobahdars were in doubt how their 
conduct had been viewed by Government, and that the misrepresentations 
which appeared in the Gazette newspaper had created bad impressions in 
their minds, I caused them to be introduced tome at Parell, and assured them 
that their conduct had afforded Government the highest satisfaction, and that 
the due acknowledgment of it was under consideration. 

36. I think an extract from the Commis.sion’s proceedings, relating to the con- 
duct of Captain Hand, of the Grenadiers, in maintaining a correspondence with 
one of the chief officers of the Sattara state, should be sent to his Excellency 
the Commander-in-Chief, with the request of Government that he will se- 
riously reprimand that officer for his highly irregular and indiscreet conduct. 
Captain Scott, of the 23rd Regiment, likewise acted with great indiscretion in 
writing to his friends at Bombay what had happened at Sattara. 

■ 37 . In conclusion, I have only to propose, that the Sattara Commi.ssion 
should be informed that Government are in the highest degree satisfied with 
the zeal, judgment, ability, and activity, which they evinced in the prosecution 
of the highly important and equally delicate investigation entrusted to their 
charge. 1 confess that, in my opinion, only two out of the three Commissioners 
are entitled to so high an acknowledgment; but I do not know that we can 
well make distinctions in our meed of approbation, and, for all practical pur- 
poses, the acts of the majority are the acts of the Commission. 

(Signed) R. Gunt. 

A true copy. 

J. P. WiLlOUGHBT, 

Secretary to Government. 


27th April, 1837. 


“ Sewgoolam Sing, to the favourable notice of Government, for such honour- 
“ able distinction and rewards as their conduct and services may appear to 
“merit.” 

32. I quite concur with the Commission in the above remarks, and I think 
it will be good poliejr on the part of Government to testify, in the most public 
manner, the good opinion which we entertain of these deserving soldiers. If 
the Government of India are pleased to approve of the arrangement of placing 
Parghur, and the two other Native forts in the Southern Mahratta countiy^ 
under the charge of Native officers, I think the soobahdars, Sewgoolam Sing 
and Gooljar Missur, might be nominated to two of the commands which wifi 
be thus created. This will occasion promotion in the corps generally, which 
is also desirable ; and his Excellency the Comraandcr-in-Chief might be re- 
quested to promote the havildar, should he be reported qualified to hold a 
commission. 
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SATTARA EXTRACT FROM MR. ELPHINSTONE’S INSTRUCTIONS TO 
PAPERS. CAPTAIN GRANT, 


Extract from ^ 
Mr. ElphinBtone’s 
Instructions, 

8 April. 1818. 


looted 8^// April y 1818. 

The limits which I intend to propose to the consideration of his Excellency 
the Most Noble the Governor General for the Raja’s territory, are the river 
Neera on the north, the Kishna and Wurna on the south, the Peishwa’s fron- 
tier on the east, and the ghauts on the west. The ghauts themselves, and 
the forts which command them, will probably be annexed to the Southern 
Concan, and the eastern frontier will probably be improved and defined, by 
arrangements with the government of his Highness the Nizam. I have 
guarded against disappointment on this last head, by acquainting the Raja that 
his country would only extend to Punderpoor. I have likewise apprized the 
Raja that all jagheer lands will be excepted from the proposed grant. The 
extent to which this last declaration is acted on will, however, depend on cir- 
cumstances. If the Raja's conduct or our own policy should make his 
Excellency the Governor General desirous of circumscribing his authority, 
the whole jagheer of the Prithee Nidhce, resumed by BajeeRow, may be restored 
to him to be held of the British Government, and the jagheers, now held by 
Gokla, Rastia Jaiin Row Naik Nimbalkur, and others within the limits in 
question, may either be left as jagheers, or resumed by the British Government, 
without the Raja’s being entitled to claim any part of them : this would leave 
the Raja no more than G or 7 lacs of revenue. If, as is more probable, it 
should be the wish of the Most Noble the Governor General to increase the 
Raja’s consequence, he can be allowed to hold all between the most extended 
of the limits above noticed that already belongs directly to the Government, 
or n^)ay hereafter be resumed, and the Jagheerdars who are allowed to remain 
may hold their lands of him, with the exception of the Putwurdhuns, whom it 
might be inconvenient to connect with the Raja, as the greater part of their 
lands lie on the southern bank of the Kishna, and whose inclinations we are 
moreover bound to consult before we place them under any government but 
our own. 


Extract Letterfrom 
Resident at Poona 
to the 

Governor (general, 
IS June, 1818. 


EXTRACT (paras. G to 9) OF A LETTER FROM THE RESIDENT 
AT POONA TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE THE GOVERNOR 
GENERAL, 

Dated WUh Juncy 1818. 


6. The first demand on this revenue is a provision for the Raja of Sattara : 
Your Excellency’s instructions left me the choice of giving him a Jagheer or a 
small sovereignty, and I was inclined to adopt the latter plan for various 
reasons. At the time when I had to decide, the Mahrattas shewed no dispo- 
sition whatever to quit tiie Peishwa’s standard, and it appeared not improba- 
ble that the dread of the complete extinction of their national independence, 
and still more, that of the entire loss of their means of subsistence, from the 
want of a government likely to employ them, would induce them to adhere to 
Bajee Row with an obstinacy that could never have been produced by affection 
for his person or interest in his cause. It therefore seemed expedient to re- 
move those grounds of alarm by the establishment of a separate govern- 
ment. Your Excellency will have observed from Brigadier General Munro’s 
letter the opinion of that experienced officer, that a state like that of Mysore 
should be formed for the Raja ; and although I did not think myself at 
liberty to act on this plan to its full extent, I was deeply impressed with 
Jhe same arguments that had occurred to General Munro on the importance 
of leaving for part of the Peishwa’s subjects a government which could 
afford them service in their own way. Some part of the revenue must neces- 
sarily have been sacrificed to the maintenance of these classes, and by adding 

a portion 



a portion of the revenue so sacrificed to that designed for the support of the 
Raia I expected to keep many in employment, and more in hopes, that would 
otherwise have remained disaffected, and ready to join in every scheme for 
disturbing the government or laying waste the country. 

7 For these reasons, I thought it would be desirable to. assign to the Raja 
the territory bounded by the Neera on the north, the Wurna and Kishnaon the 
south the ohauts on the west, and the Nizam’s frontier on the east, with the 
exception of the jagheers of the Putwurdhuns, and such others as your Excel- 
lency may think proper to exclude. I found it necessary to give the Raja 
an outline of the establishment I meant to propose for him, that I might put 
bounds to his extravagant expectations on the one hand, and prevent disap- 
pointment and disgust on the other ; but by the mode of my communication, 
I retained for your Excellency the power of circumscribing the grant within 
moderate limits, if you thought it politic ; and of altering the grounds of it 
entirely, if the Raja’s conduct should render him unworthy of your liberality. 
By withholding all the lands that were in jaglieer at the breaking out of the 
war, your Exedlcncy would reduce tlie Raja’s revenue to thirteen lacs of ru- 
pees, which might be farther lessened by reefuiring him to pay for a regiment of 
infantry to jirotect his country: and by granting him the lands of Jagheerdars 
forfeited since that period, and placing under him the jagheers within his limits 
(with the cxcejition of those of the Putwurdhuns), you would make his direct 
revenue ujiwardsof 18,00,000, and that held of him by dependent cliicls about 
4,00,000 additional. This is on a supposition that his eastern boundary was 
to be the Bheema, but a further addition might be made by giving him Sola- 
poor, and other places south of the line of the Necra, but beyond the Nizam’s 
frontier. In this would also be included the jaghcer of the Raja of Akulkole ; 
and, as the connection would be agreeable to both parties, tins arrangement 
would perhaps be jiolitic : that regarding Solapoor is more doubtful. 

8. To conclude the subject of the Raja’s limits, I beg to observe that Jiis 
conduct has been ])erfectly satisfactory, and that the object of establishing his 
governmeut would probably be best effected bj^ fixing his territory on a liberal 
scale. With respect to the mode of his government, it must long be under the 
immediate control of a British agent. The Raja is 3 'ouiig and totally inex- 
])erienccd, and the ])cople about him are those who shared his misfortunes, 
and are as ignorant as himself without being as iiitelligciit eras well disposed. 
I’lio govcnuiient ought, however, to be emancipated as soon as circumstances 
will admit of it, and to be placed on the same footing of indejiendencc as our 
other allies. I’he Raja is desirous to luive a treaty concluded with him, but 
there is no urgency in the case, and I shall therefore await your Excellency’s 
instructions regarding it. It will indeed be of advantage to delay the conclu- 
sion of it until experience shall have shewn the terms lit to be imposed. 
Whenever a treaty is concluded, the Raja’s dignity should be scrupulously 
preserved, while his total separation from all the former dependents of liis 
ziominal state should be explicitly declared, as one of the grand advantages 
of the deposition of the Peishwa is, that it dissolves tlic Mahratta confederacy 
by destroying the common point of attraction. An article may be required to 
compel the Raja to keep up, for a time at least, the proportion of troqps which 
his revenue can bear. 

1). Some provision may be necessarj’^ to secure the .Jagheerdars who are under 
him from being worse off than they were under the Peishwa ; but if they 
should voluntarily prefer his government to that of the British, they would 
have no claim to this protection, and it probably would be for our interest to 
I withhold it. The Punt Suchew is entitled to particular consideration, as he 
was one of the first who left the Peishwa, on whicii account I promised him 
his whole jagheer, except his claims on the Nizam’s country, which form a 
^nsiderable part of it. He may be allowed his choice, to be put under the 
British Government or the Raja’s. Shaik Mcra of Wye is likewise en- 
titlcd to the same consideration lor his early submission. His lands lie on the 
Company’s sliai:e, but he resides at Wye, and is an old adherent of the Raja,, 
is s therefore to be required to give him an indemnity. The amount 
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SATTABA EXTRACT (Paras, 9 and 28) FROM A LETTER FROM THE CHIEF 
pj^S. SECRETARY TO THE J3UPREME GOVERNMENT TO THE HON. 

Extractl^tterfrom ELPHINSTONE. 

thcChiefSecretary 

to the Hon. Dated 2Qth September^ 1818. 

Mr. Elphinstone, 

. 26 Sept. 1818. 9th. The Governor General has already signified to you his entire assent to 
the force of those considerations which induced you to extend the original 
objects of the establishment of the Kaja of Sattara in an independent sove- 
reignty, and the consequent enlargement of the territory to be conferred on 
that prince. The limits of the territory to be thus appropriated, as described 
in your instructions to Captain Grant, of the 8th of April, and in the despatch 
now acknowledged, are perfectly approved. Tlie testimony now borne by you 
to the good conduct of the Raja since the formation of his connection with tlie 
Britisli Government, naturally confirms this view of the question, and will 
induce his Lordship in Council to approve of the extension of his territory to 
the widest limits you have proposed, and to place under his authority those of 
the Jaghcerdars, whose jiossessions fall within those general limits, with the 
excei)tion of the Piitwiirdhuns. The particular case of Solapoor will perhaps 
require to be separately considered, and must depend, in a good measure, on 
the interchanges of territory to be efiected with the Nizam, to which reference 
will be made in a subsequent part of this despatch. It will be proper to make 
some provision for tiie security of these Jagheerdars, and your attention is very 
probably directed to that object. In concluding the final arrangemenls with 
the Raja, to wdnch these remarks and the 52nd and following [laras. of my 
despatch of the 14th July refer, you will keep this matter in view'. 

28th. The annexation to our territory of the lands of Rastia and Gokla 
between the Ncera and thcKislina, though it would increase oiir direct revenue, 
would pro|)ortionably circumscribe that of the Raja of Sattara, whom it is a 
great object to maintain in dignity and case. These lands would, moreover, 
be separated from our other territories, and intermixed with the ])ossessions of 
the Raja, or those of his Jagheerdars, or of ours ; and though this is a minor 
objection, and would not operate against the adoption of the plan, were it 
otherwise expedient, it adds force to other objections. 

True Extract : 

J. WjLLOlIGIinV, 

Secretary to Government. 
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EXTRACT (paras. 17th to 48th) OF A LETTER FROM COLONEL 
ROBERTSON, RESIDENT AT SATTARA, 

Dated 31a^ December, 1831. 


17. Of the Prithee Nidhee, the first in rank of the Raja’s Jagheerdars, I have 
nothing to remark. He gives, I believe, every satisfaction to his Highness, 
who it has been decided is to succeed to his possessions in the event of his 
dying without heirs. 

18. The Dufflay jagheer, which is managed by his Highness on the princi- 
ples sanctioned by Government, is now fast clearing itself of its incumbrances, 
and the chieftain who at first considered his Highness’s interference a mis- 
fortune is the loudest in acknowledging the manifold advantages of which, to 
him, it has been productive. The Chief, in concert with his Highness’s Agent, 
conducts all the affairs of the jagheer, and on the expiration of all the engage- 
ments made by his Highness, his Agent will retire and make over the territory, 
freed of debt, to its owner. 

19. The Punt Suchew’s affairs are in a state of great disorder, owing to the 
mismanagement of his mother and agents during the first year of his acces- 
sion, 



sion wheli, not only his youth, but his inexperience enabled these persons to SATTARA 
promote their own advantages at his expense. The disturbed state of the PAPERS. 

Rainoossce population also greatly contributed to his incumbrances. He has ExtjactLetter 
been obliged to maintain additional establishments to repress and punish his from Col. 
own subjects, as well as to guard against the aggressions of Omya, who seemed 
to have ’selected the Punt as a chieftain on whom, under the cover of old and 
lono- obsolete claims, he might impose a considerable annual impost. The 
claims of Omya were long a subject of correspondence with Government, 
who o-ave them its countenance apparently more on the grounds of expediency 
than of acknowledged right ; but they never were submitted to, or even in any 
wav admitted hy the Punt. He now owes not less than two to two and half 
lacs of rupees of debts contracted since his succession in 1827. He has 
little energy of character, and I do not foresee much chance of his retrieving 
liis affairs by his own exertions or arrangements; amongst others, the Raja 
of Sattara has considerable claims against the Punt, but at my suggestion his 
Highness has given him a period of two years to make arrangements for tlicir 
liquidation ; I doubt, however, whether he will succeed. He will get aid from 
no monied man, except at a ruinous price. I believe he himself is of opinion, 
that permitting the Haja to arrange his affairs, by undertaking, on his part, the 
management of Ids country for a few years, would be the wisest measure he 
could resort to; but those who benefit by his difficulties will of course oppose 
such an arrrangeiiieiit, while they can, by any sacrifices, however great, pre- 
vent it. In my opinion, such an arrangement only can save the Punt from 
utter ruin. It requires the influence of the Raja to check deep-rooted abuses, 
and to set aside dishonest and influential managers. It requires too his credit 
to give value to any adjustments of demands that may be made, and to save 
further enormous sacrifices for temporary relief. The Raja will not be willing 
to undertake such a task till imposed on him by the necessity of securing his 
own rights; but as this is sure to happen, I think the sooner it does so, the 
better for the permanent advantage of the Punt. 

20. The Nirnbalkur jaglieer is under his Highness’s management; and the 
chieftain Bccyaba continnes to withhold his concurrence to the same. The 
attachment of this jugheer was forced on his Highness, not only by the con- 
tumacy of the chief, who owed the jaglieer entirely to the interest his High- 
ness took in his behalf, but also by the large demands which his Highness had 
against it, not only for nuzzurana on investiture, but for arrears of pay to the 
contingent. For these demands, at my request, his Highness took the Jag- 
heerdar’s personal security ; but when the instalments became due, he not 
only did not provide for their discharge, hut also contumaciously neglected 
every call made on him concerning them. He wishes the jaglieer to be 
restored ; but such a measure, even if he could satisfy all demands, would be 
ruinous to his own interest, for die could not obtain the funds to meet the 
demands against him, except at a rate of recompence to monied men, which 
could only be provided by long and losing mortgages to them of a large 
portion of his jaghcer; but even on these conditions, it seems to me doubtful 
whether he could raise funds, for he does not regard his word, or even his 
bond ; and no one would engage in his affairs but under the guarantee of 
his Highness. In 1827, at my instance, his Highness, in order to save the 
expense of a banker’s security to the Jagheerdar, accepted his personal bond ; 
and I did not then hesitate to state, that should his Highness’s demands not 
be liquidated with regularity, the failure would afford him a just plea to 
attach the jaglieer till they were discharged. An arrangement was concluded 
on this basis, and in fixing the instalments, reference was had to the Jagheer- 
dar s means of paying them from his revenues as they became due, while a 
period of two years, without interest, was assigned in which to discharge the 
whole; and, as already remarked, it was not till after he not only neglected 
to make jny payment on account of these instalments, but even to reply to 
the call made on him, and after he had, in other respects, acted with contu- 
macy to his Highness, that the management of his estate was assumed. His 
Highness's arrangements with this jaglieer are made on the same principles a5 
those of the Dufflay estate, and are calculated in a few years to clear off all in- 
cumbrances. 
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cumbrances, both those of his Highness, and also of private individuals. As- 
signments of villages are made, which are in a given time to be restored by the 
holders, even if their realizations should fall short of their demands. 

21. These assignments are made on fair principles. It is one of Bajeeba’s 
complaints, however, that his Highness has admitted a few private claims tliat 
ought not to have been listened to ; but tlie instances in which this is alleged 
are very trifling, and the fault, if there l)e any, is that of Bajeeba himself ; who, 
though repeatedly invited to attend during the settlements, did not even send 
an agent to be [)resent at them, to protect his property against any unjust 
demands ; notwithstanding this, his Highness has repeatedly intimatexl, that if, 
in other respects, Bajeeba will do what is incumbent on him, in regard to addu- 
cing ])roof of his assertions, he will again submit such disputed items to arbi- 
tration ; hut this Bajeeba still refuses, apparently, only that lie may not Jose 
such a ground for complaint. Bajeeba has lately petitioned the Right Honour- 
a])le the (iovernor in Council ; 1 do not see any thing* that can be done for 
him unless he makers an acknowledgment to liis Highness, with promises to 
avoid a re])etition of his contumacy, and joins with liis Highness’s agents in the 
administration of the aflairs of his estate, the arrangements made in regard to 
which, ought to be strictly upheld under all circumstances, as the only means 
of retrieving it from the difficulties which, if they were departed from, would 
instantly beset it. His Highness's opinion, too, should always be taken, and 
greatly n spectod in all that relates to these estates. He has a great present 
interest in them, setting aside all that may arise from contingencies, liis jirc- 
sent interest consists ill the regular maintenance of the quotas of horse that 
they furnish for his service, or in the regular discharge of certain annual dues, 
which they cannot do when they are involved in debt. The DulHay Jaglieer- 
dar\s contingent luui literally ceased to be of use, and was not paid even sudi- 
cieiit for their support; and that of the J'^ulton estate deserted a duty of import- 
ance that was assigned to it, owing to want of jiay just before tlu‘, t?state was 
taken under direct management. 

22. The only other Jagheerdar of importance is the chieftain of Akulkote. 
Tiuil chieftain's alfairs have, under the late orders of the Honourable Board, 
been entirely made over to his Highness the Raja; and I liave no doubt 
that the result will be us satisfactory to the Right Honourable the Ciovernor 
in Council as it will be advantageous to the estate. His Highness shewed 
me, before leaving Sattara, a list of reductions in establishment, which would 
diminish the expense Rs. 25,000 a-year; a sum which will fully meet the 
expectations of the Honourable Board, and greatly relievo the resources of the; 
young chief. To make this reduction, liowcver, many must sufler, l)ut noue 
will do so who liave not contributed must actively to bring aflairs in their present 
state — which is such, that it leaves no alternative to his Highness but that to 
which he has resorted. The discontent arising from this may manifest itself 
in sliglit local opposition, and in complaints to Government, but a steady ad- 
herence to what is essential will soon render all quiet. Lieut. Jarnesem has 
privately re|>orted, that the resources of this year promise better than was ex- 
pected. Till they arc definitively fixed, a reply to the Government call of the 
27th October, to report on the revenues and expenses of the jagliecr, cannot 
be satisliictorily given. On the return of his Ilighness to Sattara, my suc- 
cessor will, however, have it in his power to furnish the requisite information. 

23. The eight men who were allow^ed to leave Poona are now at Sattara; 
his Highness was disposed to employ them at Akulkote, but this was no 
sooner known than they began to quarrel among themselves as to preccdeuce 
and superiority, and it was evident that great risk was likely to be incurred 
from tnis<:iiig them wath any power. They have in consequence been directed 
to niiuain at Sattara for the present. Their intrigues while here arc not likely 
to prove so baneful as when at Poona; for residing under his if igli ness's 
authority at his own capital, people will not be inclined to give that credence 
to their assertions that they did wdiilc they remained apparently in a state of 
opposition to his Government at Poona. By degrees their jealousies will com- 
pletely 
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pletely disunite them, and they will, as opportunities offer, be allowed to 
return to, and accept of service at Akulkote. 

• 24 The Raja entered on the duties, when wholly confided to him, with zeal 
and a sincere desire to meet the expectation of Government ; but his efforts 
will require every support, and every reliance may be placed on his prudence. 
No ffood was effected, but much ill, by dividing authority and influence ; and 
tbisfl respectfully beg to recommend, should be carefully avoided for the future ; 
and’ that those jealousies of his Highness which the followers of the young boy 
chief will doubtless infuse into his mind, and which will not fail to take deep 
root, and prove in the sequel the source of much evil, may be guarded against ; 

I have no hesitation in saying, that the more he can enjoy the advantages of 
his Highness’s society and personal example, and the more intimately he knows 
the motives of his conduct, the better. No measure is calculated to produce 
worse consequences than that which, in a manner, draws a wide line of separa- 
tion (except for a few days annually of a ceremonious intercourse) between 
his Highness and the boy. It appears to stamp with the concurrence of the 
British Government all the libels and misrepresentations against his Highness 
which the interested instil into his mind. It gives them a plea for saying, that 
the Honourable Board are of their opinion : and thus the breach is widened by 
the very means adopted to prevent its being so. It is not to the point that 
such conclusions drawn from such premises arc not just. This is not known 
to a child ; and as he grows in years he will grow strong in antipathy and 
hatred to his Prince ; and what may be the resull of such impressions it may 
not be difficult to foretell, considering how reckless of consequences Natives 
often are, when actuated by powerful passions ; I would therefore suggest that, 
for the boy’s sake, and for the sake of the peace of the country, all restrictions 
be taken off his residing at Sattara, if the Raja deem it advisable. Govern- 
ment have every security for the boy’s safety in the high responsibility of his 
Highness, and every guarantee for his being properly trained for his station in 
society, in the pride which his Highness takes in the creditable discharge of 
every incumbent duty, as well as m the desire which I know he feels to era- 
dicate those prejudices already imbibed against him by the minor, and to sub- 
stitute in their place, sentiments of confidence, attachment, and gratitude. 
Besides this, Lieut. .Tameson would accomjiany the youth to Sattara, for that 
officer cannot be so usefully employed anywhere as with the young chief. 
Ilis presence at first would be necessary for the assurance of the boy, who now 
fears and dislikes coming to Sattara ; and in the sequel it would contribute 
greatly to keep the discontented aloof from his society. Of Lieut. Jameson’s 
zeal and conduct at Akulkote, I cannot speak too highly. He was placed 
at first in a very unpleasant predicament, in the midst of all the contending 
passions of the place, and especially with reference to the rival adherents of 
the Raja and the chief; at a time when the feelings of all were strongly 
excited and exasperated. Notwithstanding this, he soon acquired the confi- 
dence of all, and became, from the implicit trust they reposed in his justice and 
impartiality, a referee in all castes to the advantage of all parties. Now the 
reductions of his Highness, exciting, as they must, much discontent, impose 
upon Lieut. Jameson the necessity of constant vigilance. Though his High- 
ness has assumed the entire management of the estate, Lieut. Jameson will 
continue to afford him every aid in his power, and indeed it is on his aid and 
countenance that his Highness mainly relies for the .success of his endeavours 
to do good, as these will afford the best proof to all the interested and discon- 
tented that they have the support and approbation of the Honourable Board. • 

25. There will soon be a call for an extra expense for the marriages of the 
minor, and also of bis brother and sister. This cannot be avoided ; and unless 
the resources of the jagheer improve more rapidly than has been calculated 
upon, I no way of meeting it but by the sale of some of the ornaments 
recovered from the insurgents. I have on former occasions reported, that there 
are a number, the workmanship of which has cost so little, that they may b^ 
reckoned rather as bullion than as ornaments, and indeed many of them, though 
m the form of ornaments, are too heavy for use. Of these there are sufficient 
^ to defray the marriage expenses, and they can be replaced at a charge of one 

or 


SATTARA 

PAPERS. 

Extract Letter 
from Col. 
Kobertson, 
SI Dos. 183L 



68 


EXTRACT BOMBAY 


SATTARA 

PAPERS. 

• 

Extract Letter 
from Col. 
Robertson, 
31 Dec. 1831. 


or two per cent, for manufacture, as savings can be made. They could not 
therefore be better appropriated for a time than in the discharge of an expense 
which is so indispensable ; and that this may be as much reduced in amount 
as possible, I would suggest that the marriages of all the three should be cele- 
brated at the same* time, llis Highness has thought of this subject, and has 
spoken to me concerning it, and no doubt lie will keep it in view; but as a 
point in which the respectubilitj^ of his wards is so involved, his attention might 
be particularly pointed to it by Government. 

26. In tlue letter quoted in the margin,^ the ’Right Honourable the Gover- 
nor in Council expresses doubts as to whether the Raja should be viewed in 
the light of the sovereign or the chieftain of Akulkote. As much often 
depends on the meaning attached to words, I would take the liberty, respect- 
fully, to offer a few observations illustrative of the relations of his Highness 
with his Jagheerdars. 

27. It must at the outset be admitted that they arc only Jagheerdars, and this 
term of itself implies that they hold of a su|)erior. This was never once dis- 
puted by any of those chieftains, except the Jagheerdar of Akulkote, who 
wished his possession to be considered asenam ; but his pretensions on account 
of which, and of the absence of all foundation lor making them, may be seen 
in Captain Grant’s letter of the 1st September, 1820, to the Commissioner in 
the Deccan, were not admitted. 


28. Tf Jagheerdars therefore, the question next to be considered is, on whom 
are they dependent? Tlie reply to this seems to be, that they came by conquest 
under the British domiiiioas, which constituted the state of Sattara, and among 
other territories, assigned to it certain Jagheerdars. 1’lie preamble to the treaty 
states: — “Whereas the British Government having determined, in considera- 
“ tion of the antiquity of the house of his Higimess the Raja of Sattara, to 
“ invest him with a sovereignty .sufficient for the maintenance of his family in 
“ comfort and dignity, the following articles Jiave been agreed to bctw'ecii 
“ the said Goverment and his said Highness.” 

29. The first article of the said treaty states : “ The Tkitish Government 
“ agrees to cede in •perpetual sovereignty to the Raja of Sattara, his heirs and 

succe.ssors, the districts specified in the annexed schedule;” and the said 
schedule, among other territories so ceded in perpetual sovereignty , expressly 
specifies, “ The possessions of the Raja of Akulkote, the Punt Suchew, 
“ the Punt Prithee Nidhee, the jagheer of the Duffiay’s in the pergunna of 

Jhut, the jagheer of Jan Row Naik Niinbalkur, in the pergunna of Fulton, 
“ and the jagheer of Shaik Mera Waeekur.” 

30. It is true that the .seventh article of the treaty states : “ The possessions 
“ of the Jagheerdars within his Highness’s territory are to be under the 
“ guarantee of the British Government, which, on the other hand, engages to 
“ secure their performing the service which they owe to his Highness accord - 
** ing to established custom but such a guarantee, though it may in some 
degree detrjict from the perfect nature of the sovereignty, does not mate- 
rially diminish its powers. In all other respcct.s, except in having the 
powder to do, probably a wrong to his dependents, the sovereign power of 
the Raja is left entire ; and in return for this partial disability, the British 
Government binds itself that it shall see those services which are usual, ren- 
dered to his Highness, and the rendering of those services is an acknowledg- 
ment of sovereignty ; for these are the only marks of dependence which any 
sovereign when he creates an extensive jagheer tenure ever exacts from his 
feudatory. 

31. The treaty I have quoted s]>eaks for itself, it uses the term perpetual 
sovereignty y and this is only limited by the power to do wrong being withheld 
without the consent of the Company; besides which, we have in many instances 
the sentiments of the authority by whom the treaty was made,^ explanatory of 
*the relations of the Jagheerdars to his Highness, which seeihs to leave no 

doubt 
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doubt that that distinguished statesman considered his Highness as their sove- 
reign. 

32. On the 28th January, 1824, the Commissioner of the Deccan commu- 
nicating the sentiments of the Governor in Council, the Honourable Mr. Elphin- 
stonc, on a question of succession to the Dufflay jagheer, states as follows : — 

As the treaty gives the British Government no further right of interference 
with the jagheers held of the Raja, than is sufficient to secure the enjoy- 
ment to the rightful possessions, it does not appear ^that we are entitled to 
** regulate the disposal of such lands in cases where thej/ have lairfidltj lapsed 
** to the Raja. 

** By a separate article of the treaty, however, the British Government is 
** entitled to advise the Raja in all aflUirs of his government ; and it seems a 
proper occasion for the exercise of such a right, when the object is to pre- 
serve one of the ancient families of the Mahratta States.” 

“ It docs not seem equally requisite that wc should prescribe to the Raja 
the precise mode in which his country is to be conferred ; and if he is parti- 
cularly desirous of granting tlie jagheer, now become his own, to one member 
“ of the Dufflay family more than to another, it a|)pcars to the Governor in 
“ Council to be desirable that he should be indulged. You will accordingly 
** be pleased to intimate this decision to the Raja, leaving it to his discretion 
** to dispose of the jagheer either to Harn Row or to Yeshwunt Row, commonly 
“ called Dajec Dufflay, as he may think most proper.” 

33. The language of this is clear and precise ; it speaks of the jagheer as held 
of the Raja, and even of its having lapsed to his Highness (as the Dufflay 
jagheer tiicn appeared to have done); and though, under our guarantee, and 
our riglit to give advice, the case in question seemed a fitting occasion for 
doing so, yet it was thought best not to prescribe the precise mode in which his 
country was to be conferred ; but to leave his Highness to dispose of what had be- 
come his own to any member of the family he chose. This decision of Govern- 
ment not only acknowledges the Sovereignty of his Highness, but also that 
though the jagheers are held under our guarantee, it is not thought advisable 

pto interfere in the case of a succession when no one possesses any claims on 
the score of a preferable right; again, on the 8th September, 1824, the 
Governor in Council states, “ With regard to the grant of the Jhut jagheer to 
Ram Row, the Governor in Council has no observations to offer. Having 
already declared that the Raja was fully entitled to retain the jagheer, and 
that if he was willing to bestow it on a member of the former family, 
the British Government would not interfere with the mode in which his 
bounty conferredJ*^ Thus clearly admitting one of his Highness's most 
valuable privileges as a sovereign, that of appropriating, as he sees fit, the 
jagheers of families who have no legal heirs according to Hindoo law, in which 
case our guarantee ceases as a matter of course. 

34. Ill the case of the Fulton succession, too, when there were heirs, and 
when a dispute ensued as to the successor, the decision was left entirely to 
the Raja, it being held that the British Government had done enough under 
its guarantee, in seeing that his Ilighncss’s decision did not attempt to 
encroach on the estate of the family, in which case the Governor in Council 
assured him, that he might depend on the acquiescence of our Government in 
his awards. Thus leaving iY to his Highness as sovereign to decide on the 
rights of the contending parties; and also confining the operation, even in this, 
case of our guarantee, to the security of the property to such claimant as his 
Highness might consider best entitled to the accession. 

Punt Suchew*; the late Punt before his death, 
wishing to adopt an heir, complained to the Governor in Council regarding the 
terms which the Raja wished to annex to his permission to do so ; and, in 
reply, was apprized, “ With regard, however, to the terms proposed to be^ 
tt ^ the adoption, it must be observed, that although you and your 

ic jagheer on certain stipulated terms, yet, that on a 

toitxl failure of h^irs, it must revert to kis Highness; and that if his Highness 
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** allows it to be continued, in such case, by adoption or otherwise, his High- 
‘‘ ness is at liberty to attach what conditions he thinks expedient to the per- 
mission. As to the terms, this Government has no reason to think that the 
“ Raja’s demand will be unreasonable ; and will recommend your case to his 
“ consideration. You, however, must recollect that you voluntarily preferred 
the Raja’s sovereignty ; the decision must, therefore, rest with his Highness, 
the British Government not being able to interfere unless there be a breach 
“ of engagement-^ 

The terms of this communication, also, clearly admit the sovereignty of his 
Highness over this Jagheerdar. Under date the 28th August, 1827, the 
Suchew is spoken of as having been rather a dependent than a subject of 
the Peishwa. This was because he was one of the original great minis- 
ters of the Sattara Raja; and before the usurpation of authority by the 
Peishwas, was on a level with them, and was always treated in consequence 
with great deference by them. This, however, did not raise them to the same 
station in reference to the Rajas, for even while he was in confinement they 
received their investiture from him, and not from the Peishwa, and always 
considered him as their sovereign. 

36. T will further take the liberty of adducing an instance in which Mr. 
Elphinstone offers his opinion on the relative situation of the Akulkote chief 
and the Raja. This was on the occasion of the late chief manifesting a dis- 
position to treat his Highness with slight, if not to oppose him, during a visit 
to Nassick in 1826. In regard to these disputes, Mr. Elphinstone remarks,* 
that his (the Akulkote chief’s) lepresentati on, througli his Vakeel to the Corn- 
“ missioner in the Deccan, had been received, and that a report had also been 
received, through the Resident at Sattara, regarding the dispute which 
occurred near Nassick. That the whole of the transactions have occasioned 
“ much regret to the Governor in Council ; that the Raja’s ancestors have, from 
“ the first, been servants of the Raja of Sattara; and that at the late settle- 
ment, when it was left to the choice of Futtia Sing Raja to become depen- 
** dent on the British Government, or to remain under the Raja of Sattara, he 
** preferred the service in which his aiu^estors had acquired distinction. That 
“ it is therefore inconsistent with Mallajee Raja's own good sense, and with 
the loyalty of his family, to enter into disputes with the Raja of Sattara ; 
that he ought, on the contrary, to conciliate his Highness’s good-will in all 
“ respects, and to consider his j>rospcrity as depending on the favour of his 
sovereign. That in the late affair he appears by no means to have rcniem- 
“ bered the respect due to the Raja of Sattara, and thakhe had every reason 
“ to be satisfied with the forbearance shewn towards him ; that the Governor 
in Council hopes that the Akulkotckur will henceforward pay more attcii- 
tion to conciliating his Highness’s regard ; and that, while he serves him 
“ with fidelity, )»e is sure of the Company’s protection ; but if he neglects the 
“ duty he owes his own prince, it will be impossible for the British Govern- 
“ ment to interfere in his behalf. Tliat the Raja of Sattara is disj)osed to forget 
the past, and the Governor in Coimci) Jiopes to hear henceforward that all 
“ disagreements arc forgotten ; and that the attachment of the Raja of Akul- 
“ kote and favour of the Raja of Sattara arc as conspicuous as they have ever 
“ been in former days.” Nothing could more clearly shew tlie light in which, 
in the opinion of the autliority who formed the treaty, his Highness and the 
Akulkotekur stand to each other than this despatch ; and all these extracts 
taken together will, I have no doubt, chew that his Highness is to be con- 
sidered as sovereign of these Jagheerdars. The subject indeed might be set 
at rest by the question. If he is not the sovereign, who is ? They are subor- 
dinate to seme sovereign ; the British Government shew that this is its 
opinion by transferring them by a treaty to his Highness ; and if by that 
treaty his Highness is not their sovereign, it would be diflScult to decide 
what is his relation in regard to them. 

37. As a subject which may. in future occupy the attention of the Right 

Honourable 

* Vide accompaniment to ^r. Chaplin’s Letter, dated 3rd May, 1820. 
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Honourable the Governor in Council, I may also advert to the question of 
adoption by the Jagheerdars. 

38. The treaty with his Highness extends the British guarantee to the Jag- 
heerdars, but is silent as to adoption, as also' is the agreement wdth the 
Jagheerdars. 

39. Mr. Elphinstone’s letter to his Highness of the 25th January, 1827, 
contains the most precise exposition of his views on tlie subject of succession, 
and the maintenance of the old families. The mode of succession by adoption 
is, however, never once directly mentioned in that letter ; and a consideration 
not only of what it does state, but also of what Mr. Elphinstone has on ano- 
ther occasion stated and authorized, will shew that adoption was never con- 
sidered by him to have been conceded as a right to the Jagheerdars. 

40. In this letter Mr. Elphinstone states, ‘‘ The great jagheers were certainly 

meant to be hereditary, and nothing is said in the treaty about their reverting 

to the state.” Now llic first point need not be disputed ; as to the second, it 

may as well be said, that nothing is said in the treaty about their not reverting 
to the state, as what is alleged. The one observation seems as reasonable in 
the premises as the other. 

41. IN either does the reference in the same letter to the list of rcsumablc 
jagheers, us given to his Highness by Captain Grant, remedy the uncertainty 
wliich exists, owing to the silence of the treaty on the subject of adoj)tian, for 
tlie list in question relates entirely to jagheers resurnable on the death of the 
possessors ; in which class no one will urge that the great jagheers should be 
included. 

42. Again, Mr. Elpliinstone says, “ It was determined to keep up the old 

families, and that it was not intended they should suffer by being jdaced 

“ under the Raja.” Now, certainly, admitting that a family is to enjoy an 
estate hereditarily, is recognizing llie dclerminatioj) of keeping up that family, 
and acting up to that dctcriniiialioii- lo allow adoption as a right, when a 
family becomes extinct, is to do more than such determination implies; so, 
Mr. Elphinstone iinmcdiatcny after adds, If a family becomes extinct, so 
“ lliut no claimant remains, it must lapse to Government.” A claimant, it is 
evident, is one who, under our guarantee, can claim as an heir of ids own riglit, 
and indei)eiu.lent of any permission, will, or pleasure, of the prince; and it is 
a recognized principle, that no adoption gives a riglit to succession to any public 
office or jagheer without the confirmation of the sovereign. If this has once 
been granted, the adopted occupies the place of such a claimant as is con- 
templated by Mr. Eljjhinstone, but not otherwise. The words that conclude 
the sentence, “ but it is by no means desirable that extinction should take 
“ place,” may, taken by tliemselvcs, appear at least ambiguous, if not even 
favourable to the right of adoption without limitation, but connected with the 
foregoing, and especially Avitli Mr. Klpbiustone's own explicit declarations, 
and even acts, they cannot be so interpreted. 

43. In a private communication, dated in August, 1827 (I have mislaid the 
original letter, though I possess a note of its contents, on which the date is not 
mentioned), Mr. Elphinstone, on the subject of adoption, stated, 1st, In all 
cases when there are relations or descendants of the Mool Pooriesh, * adoption 
should be allowed. 2nd, When there are no such descendants, it may be a 
subject of consideration whether adoption should be pennitted. These propo- 
sitions form a commentary by which to judge how far Mr. Elphinstone thought ’ 
it advisable that the extinction of any tamily should be prevented. 

44. Again, just before the death of the late Suchew, that chieftain wrote to 
Mr. Elphinstone, complaining that his Highness wished to attach conditions 
to his permission to adopt, when Mr. Elphinstone replied to him on the terms 
already quoted in the 35th paragraph of this despatch. 

45. On 

* The original founder of the family : from mool^ a root; and poorieshf a man. 

11 
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45. On the same date, also, the Chief Secretary to Government, in replying 
to a reference as to the Suchew’s i^uccession, recommends that his Highness 
should allow the Suchew to adopt, but nowhere refers to this as a right 
which he could claim ; while it also sanctions, on the grounds that the person 
to be adopted had himself no claim to succeed, the annexation of some condi- 
tions of service to his succession. 

46. In the same letter, too, Mr. Chief Secretary Newnham conveys the 
instructions of the Honourable the Governor in Council in regard to the 
Prithee Nidhee, one of the five guaranteed Jagheerdars, to the effect that, 
he having no personal claims on the Bi'itish Government, in the event of his 
death without any relative entitled to succeed him (and the Weshalghur 
Prithee Nidhee, the only one who has any colour of claim, as the subject of 
a foreign state, is declared ineligible), it will rest with the Raja to make such 
arrangements regarding his jagheer as he may think equitable. 

47. These cases aiford the best possible explanation of how far Mr. Elphin- 
stoiie considered it desirable that the extinction of the old families should be 
provided against, and they, and the sentiments conveyed in his private letter 
above referred to, and which, by his desire, were communicated as his |)rivate 
opinion to the Raja, shew that adoption is not as a right to be extended beyond 
those who may at any rate have claims as descendants of the original founder 
of the family. 

48. I have adverted to this subject and to that of the sovereignty of his 
Highness at this length, because circumstances may arise that may lead to 
discussions on these topics, and because I conceive the means of ready refer- 
ence to the opinions of Mr. Klphinstone would in such case be deemed very 
desirable. He gave the present rights and condition to the state of Sattara, 
and his sentiments explanatory of these points must always be held in the 
highest respect. 

True Extract : 

J. WlI.I.OUO liBY, 

Secretary to Governmejit. 


EXTRACT BOMBAY POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 

8/7/ Julify 1835. 


(No. 1725.)— LETTER FROM LIEUTENANT COLONEL LODWICK, 
RESIDENT AT SATTARA, TO THE SECRETARY TO GOVERN- 
MENT, 


Dated 24f// Jum^ 1835. 

1. Sir, — At the desire of his Highness the Raja of Sattara, I have the honour 
to request you will submit to the consideration of the Right Honourable the 
Governor in Council, the accompanying claim to the lapsed jagheer of 
Cowtallee. 

2. On receiving information that the jagheer in question has been resumed 
and taken possession of by the British authority at Dharwar, I addressed the 
Political Agent in order to ascertain the fact, which was established by his 
reply. 

3. The claim laid to this, and other small jagheers, is founded on a letter 
from the Honourable Mr. Elphinstone, and the following paragraph in par- 
ticular : — 


“The 
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“ The modern jagheers granted by the Peishwa will, in most cases, fall to 
« your Highness on the death of the present incumbents.” 

4, The present case is one of great importance in establishing the claim of 
the Haja to these small jagheers, as it is the first instance of one having fallen 
by the death of its incumbent. 

6. The village of Cowtallee is within the limits of the Sattara boundaries, 
as defined in the treaty ; the jagheer is modern, having been conferred by 
the Peishwa ; and his Highness appears to have good grounds for considering 
it as coming strictly within the definition given by Mr, Elphinstone, of such 
Jagheers as would lapse to the Sattara State on the deatli of their incumbents. 

I have, &c., 

(Signed) P. Lodwick, 

Sattara, Resident at Sattara. 

24th June, 1835. 


TRANSLATION OF A MEMORANDUM (No. 8) FROM HIS HIGH- 
NESS THE RAJA TO THE RESIDENT AT SATTARA, 

Dated \5th June, 1835. 

(After compliments.) 

Having had a conversation with the Right Honourable the Governor respecting 
the village of Majay Cowtallee, and as the Resident forwarded a yad from 
this Government to Dliarwar relative to this village, the reply from 
Dharwar was communicated here in a yad. No. 70, the purport of which 
was, that th^ village of Majay Cowtallee, Pergunna Mungulurerra, had 
been resumed by the British Government, it is proper to state, that as this 
Government received a letter from Mr. Elphinstone, while Governor, which 
specifiers that the modem jagheers granted by the Peishwa will, in most cases, 
fall to the Maharaj Sircar on the death of the present incumbents: this deci- 
sion was, no doubt, given by Mr. Elphinstone, upon long experience and 
mature deliberation. It is remarked in the said reply, that this Government 
never made a representation regarding these Jagheerdars, and that this village 
is said to have been situated in the Purgunna of Putwurdhun, the Jagheerdar 
of the British Government ; it therefore becomes requisite to add, that no 
agreements whatever were formerly made as to the Peishwa’s Jagheerdars, 
nor had this Government occasion, from there being no lapse of their respective 
jagheers, to found a claim, but agreeably to the article in the talianama 
(treaty) ; and with reference to the map of this territory, it would appear tliat 
the village in question is situated within the boundaries of this statc^ and it 
must therefore lapse to this Government accordingly. 

It is further remarked in the said reply, that had this village been under the 
Sattara sovereignty, no orders should have been sent by the Commissioners in 
the Deccan direct to Dharwar, to continue it (the village) to Severam Pan- 
doorens Khasgeewalla. To this it appears, that thc.se orders might have been 
issued by the Commissioner previous to the date of Mr. Elphinstone’s letter 
regarding these Jagheerdars, and this Government could not interfere until 
the village had lapsed. 

It would seem that the Political Agent at Dharwar is not acquainted with 
the correspondence on this subject; it is very desirable that the Right Honour- 
able the Governor in Council should, in conformity with the documents above 
referred to, and the conversation that has taken place with him and the 
Resident Sahib, make over the said village to this Government. 

True translation : 

(Signed) P. Lodwick, 

Resident at Sattara. 
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(No. 1726.)— LETTER FROM MR. CHIEF SECRETARY NORRIS 
TO THE POLITICAL AGENT AT DHARWAR, 

Dated Glh July^ 1835. 

Sir, — 1 am directed by the Right Honourable the Governor in Council to 
transmit to you copy of a letter from the Resident at Sattara, dated the 24th 
ultimo, with its enclosure from his Highness the Raja of Sattara, preferring a 
claim to the lapsed jagheer of ("owtaJlee, and to request that you will submit 
to Government a full rej)ort on the subject of this jagheer, and the Raja's 
claim thereto. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) C. Norris, 

Bom]>ay Castle, Chief Secretary. 

6th July, 1835. 
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(No. 2210.)— LETTER FROM J. A. DUNLOP, ESQ., ACTING POLI- 
TICAL AGENT AT DHARWAR, TO MR. SECRETARY WIL- 
LOUGHBY, 

Dated Gth December, 1 835. 

Sir, — I have the honour to acknowictige the receipt of Mr. Chief Secretary 
Norris’s letter of the 6th July, calling for a full report on the subjeet of the 
jagheer of Cowtallee, and on claims preferred on the occasion of its n^sump- 
tion by the Sattara Raja, coj>ies of which accompanied that communication. 

2. 1 beg to refer to juy letter to Mr. Tuwnshend, of the 1 8th ultimo, in 
answer to petitions from the reiireseiitatives of the late holder of this village, 
for all the infonnatioii 1 could obtain respecting their rights. 

3. In answer to the claim of the Raja, as urged by the Resident, founded on 
an expression in a letter from Mr. El ])li instone, "‘that modern jaghcers granted 
“ by the Peishwa will, in most cases, fall to your Highness on the death of the 
“ present incumbents,” it would seem only reasonable to conclude that this 
referred to his Higlmess's own Jagheerdars, and that it could not, without an 
express stipulation, be extended to ours. 

4. The argument founded on the wording of an article in the treaty, that 
the village is witliin the Sattara boundaries, I cannot judge of, because I have 
no copy ; but this village was included in a Putwurdhuifs jagheer, and belongs 
to the pcrgumia of Mungalveda. Had it been intended to be subject to the 
superiority, and this contingent claim of the Sattara Raja, it would doubtless 
have been placed under him from the first. 

5. I shall only add, that abundance of jagheers granted by the Peishwa 
have lapsed, in other places, without any claim having been preferred by the 
Sattara Raja; and his arguments in favour of his present claim, founded on this 
being the first example, seem therefore somewdiat mistaken; and the plea that 
there are no arguments or stipulations against a new claim to rights, seems a 
very insufficient mode of proving it. 

(Signed) J. A. Dunlop, 

Dharwar, Acting Political Agent. 

5th December, 1835. 
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(No. 2211)— LETTER FROM MR. SECRETARY WILLOUGHBY TO 
THE RESIDENT AT SATTARA, 

Dated 20th May^ 1837. 

Sir,. — With reference to your letter of the 24th .June, 183«5, submitting: the 
translation of a inernorandum from his Highness the Raja of Sattara, preferring 
a claim to tlie lapsed jaghecr of Cowtalee, I am directed by tlic Riglit Hon- 
ourable the Governor in C 'ouncil to transmit to you copy of a letter from the 
Acting Political Agent in the Southern Maliratta country, <lated the 5th Decem- 
ber, 1835, on the subject; and to acquaint j^ou, that as the jaghecr in ques- 
tion was included in a Pntwurdhun jaghecr, over the whole of which his High- 
ness the Raja's title to sovereignty was denied when the treaty was fraimul. 
Government consider liis Highness's claim to succeed to the village of Cow- 
tah'-c altogether untenable. 
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2. J am instructed on tliis occasion to explain that the cause of the delay in 
answering your letter of the 24th June, originated in tlie necessity of referring 
to tlie Political Agent in the Southern Maliratta country, relative to the village 
in question. 

(Signed) J. P. WiLLOirGiir.y, 

Bombay ( Jastlc, Secretary to Government. 

20th May, 1837. 
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Letter from w.H. LETTER FROM W. H. MACNAGHTEN, ESQ., SECRETARY TO THE 
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA, TO W. 11. WATHEN, ESQ., CHIEF 
SECRETARY TO 'ITIE GOVERNMENT OF BOMBAY, 

Dated 2nd October, 1837. 

(Political Department.) 

1 . Sir, — I am desired by the Right Honourable the Governor General of 
India in Council to acknowledge the receipt of your several letters, dated the 
3^)th August, and 1st and4tli ultimo, together with their respective enclosures, 
relative to intrigues at Sattara. 

2. Copies of the letters to your address, dated the 7th, 21st, and 3 1st of 
July, referred to in the Acting Resident’s letter of the 12th ultimo, have not 
been furnished to the Governor General in Council ; but judging from the 
evidence which accompanied your communications iiow^ acknowledged, his 
Lordship in Council has no hesitation in stating tliat his worst apyirchensions, 
as exyiressed in the concluding paragraph of my letter to your address, dated 
the 7th August, as to the danger of becoming involved in an indefinite and 
“ inconclusive inc|uiry,” have every appearance of being fully realized. 

3. The Governor General in Council had mainly relied on the result of the 
investigation which might be instituted, consequent on the alleged petition of 
the Dew^aits mother, for a solution of any doubts which might be entertained 
as to the accuracy of the conclusions formed by the Commission on the occa- 
sion of the previous inquiry, and for something more of intelligible precision 
in its rtjsults. By the Report of the Commission, the Raja of Sattara wa.s left 
subject to the imymtation of every shade of guilt, from that of lending himself 
to the machinations of the evil-disposed, under the influence of discontent and 
partial insanity, and irritated by supposed ill usage, uj) to that of an extensive 
treason, in a great degree matured, and having for its object the entire over- 
throw of the British power in India. Much of the evidence by which even this 
imperfect result was obtained was uncertain and unsatisfactory; and whilst his 
Lordship in Council was willing to place confidence in the judgment of the 
Commission, he felt that the case was incomplete, and that to justify the 
Government in any strong and final measure further information was absolutely 
necessary. But from all the papers which have since come before him, he 
has seen increased reason to doubt whether any certain grounds of action can 
possibly be obtained amidst the intrigues, the personal animosities, and the 
exaggerated rumours of all descriptions, by which the investigation into the 
petty and obscure details of the supposed treasonable proceedings of the Raja 
has been surrounded and embarrassed. 

4. The evidence relative to the alleged intercourse of the Raja of Sattara 
with the ex- Raj a of Nagyiore, as detailed in the documents which accompanied 
your letter of the 1st ultimo, is, in the opinion of his Lordship in Council, in 
the highest degree suspicious. The alleged communication between Yellojec 
Bappoo and the ex- Raja of Nagpore is admitted to have originated in some 
domestic concern. The evidence of that individual and his servant arc full of 
. discrepancies; and it was only after repeated cross-examinations that they w^ere 

induced to implicate the Raja of Sattara as having any knowledge of the com- 
munications. It is remarkable that Ycllojee is represented as having been the 

jierson 
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person through whose means the intercourse between the Raja of Sattara and 
t^e ex-Raja of Nagpore was first set on foot; and yet the two witnesses, Abba 
Mareek and his servant Wittoo, deposed, that the latter was sent to Joudpore 
to ask whether Yellojee Bappoo sent people there. 

5. The Governor General in Council sees little or nothing in the evidence 
recorded in the documents which accompanied your letter of the 4tli ultimo 
to inculpate the Raja. There is no direct evidence against his Highness of 
any kind, as regards the supposed intrigue with the Hubshce, save that the 
Hubshec’s Vakeel, who was a relative of Buiwunt Row Chitriavccs, was intro- 
duced to his Highness; that thb Raja read a letter and afterwards threw it 
into the fire, and that he received a present of cocoa-nuts from Buiwunt Row 
Chitnavees. Against the last-named individual no criminality is established. 
There is nothing of a treasonable nature in the paper found concealed in the 
doll, and if there was, evidence has been given to prove that he (the Chit- 
luivees) \vas not the author of its contents. Ilis Lordship in Council, of 
course, attaches no weight to tlie unsupported rumours of intrigues in all 
directions, alluded to by the witnesses whose depositions accompanied your 
letter of the 4tli ultimo. His Lordship in Council observes, that the expres- 
sions contained in the Gth paragraph of your letter to the Acting Resident, 
that the witness Wittul Row Parisnees saw himself posliak (clothes), ‘^aiid 

a sword sent to the Raja from the llubshec,” w'ould aj)pear to imply more 
than was actually stated by the witness, as his Lordship in Council cannot 
discover that Wittul Row asserted he saw the things in question actually sent 
to the Ra ja. 

0. As for the alleged combinations with the Portuguese, and with Arabia, 
alluded to in the documents wliich accompanied your letter of the 31st ultimo, 
the Governor General in C’ouncil could not but regard such |>lots (even had the 
accounts which had hocii furnished of them seemed less improbable than they 
do), to be too extravagant to bij entertained for a moment by any person in his 
senses ; wliile it appears from the report <»f the Commission that the Raja of 
Sattara is by no means deficient in understanding. 

7. The Acting Resident, in the ninth paragraph of his letter to your address 
dated the 12tli ultimo, observes, the time necessary to bring these proceedings 
to a close will necessarily be prolonged. And with reference to this declara- 
tion, to the length of time which has already elapsed since this investigation 
commenced, and to the excitement and alarm which inquiries so extended 
and protracted must necessarily occasion, 1 am desired to repeat the sugges- 
tion contained in the concluding paragraph of my letter, dated the 7tii August, 
and yet more strongly to urge tiie inconvenience and uncertainty of these 
proceedings, and the absolute necessity of bringing them to an early termina- 
tion. In the hopelessness that all further evidence will be otherwise than 
inconclusive, and looking to the utmost degree of criminality, which in any 
view of the testimony before the Commission may be regarded as clearly and 
absolutely established, looking, too, to the interval which has since elapsed in 
inquiries leading to no further definite and important disclosures, his Lordship 
in (^.ouncil would gladly find that the Right Honourable the Governor in 
Council is disposed to concur with him in opinion, and would close the 
proceedings; apprizing the Raja that, although several suspicious circum- 
stances regarding his Highness have been elicited during the progress of this 
inquiry, yet the British Government is unwilling, without the clearest proof of 
guilt, to condemn any of its allies, especially one who has been so pre-emi-* 
nently the object of its favour and generosity ; that further investigation is 
deemed inex])edient with reference to the general inconvenience it creates ; 
and that the Right Honourable the Governor in Council is therefore pleased to 
close the inquiry, with the expression of his hope that the Raja will so conduct 
himself for the future as to avoid the predicament (no less painful to the British 
Government than to his Highness) in which he has recently been placed. 

8. As regards the Dewan, who is now understood to be in confinement at 
Ahmediiuggur, his Lordship in Council observes, that if the suggestion con- 

^ tained 

-■V \ 


SATTARA 

PAPERS. 

Letter from W. H. 
Mecnaghten, Esq. 
to W. H. Wathen, 
Esq. 

2 Oct. J837. 



S ATT AKA 
PAPERS. 

Letter from'W. IL 
Macnnghten, Esq. 
to W.H. Watheri, 
Esq. 

2 Oct. 1837. 


Letter irom \V. H. 
Macnaglit.cn, lilsq. 
to W. 11. Wathen, 
Ks(i. 

16 Oct. 1837. 


i 


G8 LETTERS FROM THE GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 

» I 

tained in this letter should be adopted, the liberation of the individual in 
question will probably follow the cessation of further inquiry into the conduct 
of the Raja. 

I have the honour, Kc. 

(Signed) W. II. M/VCNAoiiTEN, 

Fort William, Secretary to the Government of India. 

2nd October, 1837. 


LETTER VMOM W. II. ^VIACN A( JHTEN, ESQ., SECREI’ARY TO 

G()V1:RNMEN1\ to w. h. wathen, esq., chief secretary 

TO GOVERNMENT, BOMBAY, 


Dated MUh October^ 1837. 


(Political Department. ) 

Sir,— 1 am desired !>y the Right Honourable tlie Governor (iencral of India 
iii("ouiicil to acknowledge the recei]>t of your several letters of tiie dates 
noted ill the margin,^ together with their respective enclosures, on the subject 
of the inquiry into tlu; conduct of the Raja of Sattara. 

2. Tile proceedings re]>ort.ed in the coinmnnications now aelvnowledged are 
not, 1 am desired to state, such as to meet th(5 a}>j)robati(m of his l.ordsiiin in 
Council. 

3. That the iLija of Sattara, forgetfiii of all former obligations, and nettled 
by an alleged gric\ance, is disaflected to the British Government, and that he 
has been led by designing peojile, enemies either to him or to the British 
Government, into acts intended to be injurious to that Government may be 
conceded ; but tlie result of the later proceedings of the Right Honourable the 
Governor in Council has, 1 am desired to add, tended rather to wc^aken than 
to .strengthen the case against him, for they prove either the extent of the false- 
hood wliich is mingled with these accusations, or the iml>eciJity with wliicli 
the Raja is ca]niblc of entertaining ])rojects of so wild a description. Except 
from the statement which may possibly be made by Ciovind Row, his Lordship 
in (youricil sees nothing in all this evidence which is likely to throw light upon 
the conduct of tlu‘ Raja, so far as it is proper or incumbent on us to irupiire 
into it; and under the circumstances of recent strict duresse and expected 
liberty under which this evidence is to bo elicited, it must be received with 
very considerable caution. 

4. Adverting to these considerations, 1 am desired to stale that tlui papers 
now acknowledged Ivave strongly confirmed the Governor General in Council 
in the opinion already expressed, that this per])lexed and protracted scrutiny 
should be at once brought to a conclusion, or at least that all the collateral 
inquiries which have been in so many quarters instituted should be discon- 
tinued as soon as practicable, it being for the real interests of the British Go- 
vernment, whilst it watches and represses with vigilance and firniuess the 
active movements of insurrection, to disregard rumours, and even, in many 
cases, the realities of jjetty and obscure intrigues ; dependence l)eing placed 
for the internal power of the empire upon its own manifest strength and the 
fears of the disalfecttnl, of whom, in the very nature of things, from the transfer 
of power and i>roperty, there must be many, and upon the general interests of 
the population, wliich cannot but be opposed to violent commotion. His Lord- 
ship in Council is sorry at feeling himself compelled to add, that in the pre- 
sent instance the idea of mistrust and insecurity on the part of the British 
Govermnent may have been wddely spread, from Raj[)ootana to Madras and 

» Malabar, though the ulfair is one of no real importance to our power. 

5. Against 

* Two letters, dated 5i3rd and Jioth ^September, 1837. 
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5. Against the further prosecution of these hazardous proceedings, the Go- 
vernor General in Council deems it incumbent upon him to interfere, so as to 
prevent any further aggravation of this evil. I am desired, therefore, to convey 
the request of his Lordship in Council, that the Right Honourable the Go- 
vernor in Council of Bombay will be pleased to abstain from all further 
inquiries upon collateral points, or other measures of this nature, leading, as 
they must do, to nothing but futile and discreditable results. 

(). The Cfovernor (ireneral in Council will look with some anxiety, though 
under the circumstances not without suspicion, to any further confession which 
he may offer to support by direct and substantial proof which may be made 
by Govind Row, as tending to weaken or confirm the original charge adduci^d 
against the Raja or any of his family, of attempting to seduce our sepoys 
from their allegiance ; and he is of opinion, that whatever the Raja of Sattara 
may have further to state, in reply to those charges, should be fairly taken into 
consideration before any measures adverse to his Highness can be taken upon 
tlic proceedings already held. 

7. With regard to Dr. Milne, I am desired to state, that though it was in- 
tended that his personal statements should not be rejected, it was not designed 
to admit him as the ])artisan and advocate of the Raja, and that his intercourse 
with the Raja is expressly placed under the control of the Bombay Govern- 
ment. 

8. I am desired, at the same time, to state, with reference to the altered state 
of European society, and to the freedom of access to this country now granted, 
that the |)olicy may be questionable of discouraging res|)ectahle individuals 
like Dr. Milne, from undertaking the defence of natives of rank, who would 
probably be driven by such discouragement to resort to the aid of adventurers, 
careless alike ef the reputation of the accused, and of their own government. 

I have. See, 

(Signed) W. H. Macnagiitkn, 

Fort William, Secretary to the Government of India. 

Kith October, 1837. 

F.S. Since the above was written, your letters of the 27tli and 28th ultimo, 
with their respective enclosures, have been received ; but 1 am desired to state, 
that the contents of those coniniunicatipns do not alter the views which the 
Governcfr General in Council entertains of the impolicy of the collateral pro- 
ceedings recently held under the authority of the Right Honourable the Gover- 
nor in Council ; and liis Lordship in Council still adheres to the wish already’' 
expressed, that the jirocceding against the Raja shall be brouglit to a termina- 
tion as soon as practicable. 
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(Signed) W. H. Macnaciitkn. 
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CORRESPONDENCE BETWEEN THE VAKEELS OF 
THE EX-RA.TA OF SATTARA AND THE COURT 
OF DIRECTORS OF THE EAST INDIA COMPANY. 

LETTER FROM ESfIWUNT ROW RAJA SIRKEY, BIIUGWUNT 
ROW WITTUL, AND MEER AFZALL ALEE, VAKEELS OF HIS 
HIGHNESS THE EX-RAJA OF SATTARA, TO THE HONOUR- 
ABLE THE COURT OF DIRECTORS OF THE EAST INDIA 
COMPANY, 

Dated 2Gth November, 1839. 

Honourable Sirs, — As the Vakeels to your Honourable Court of his High- 
ness tlic Raja of Sattara, we beg with great deference to submit to your 
Honourable Court the accompanying address (No. 1), which was prepared on 
the 10th of September last, by ]Mecr Afzall Alec, one of our number; but 
whicli was kept back, in the coiitidence that, as was currently rc|)orted, a 
satisfactory adjustment was on the eve of lieing etfecti^d, in regard to the long 
and much to l)e regretted misunderstandings which existed between the 
(fovernment of Bombay and his Highness; and that it would, in consecjiience, 
have been unnecessary to prefer an appeal on any subject to your Honourable 
Court. 

These expectations, wdiich we sincerely cherished, and, in common witli 
others, most fully relied upon, having been grievously disappointed by 
the lamentable and very unlooked-for intelligfme,e reeemlly ri'ceived I'roni 
India, we are now induco<l to revert to our original intention, and accord- 
ingly herewith submit the dosi)ateh in question for your Honourable Court's 
information and consideration ; and the |)owers of M(icr Afzall Alee from his 
Higliness, forming an accompaniment thereto, we now do ourselves llie honour 
with this address, to submit those of Kshwunt Row Raja Sirkey and of Blnig- 
wunt Row Wittul, who arrived in this country during midsummer last ; Mcer 
Afzall Alee liaving been liere for upwards of eight months preceding that period. 

In discharging this duty, wc \vould take the liberty to expi^css our 
hope that, even at this late period, the step wc now take will be attended 
with advantage. Your Honourable Court will observe from an attentive 
perusal of the enclosed address, tliat in cases which admitted of easy and 
uiujuestionable proof, as to the rights of tlie Raja of Sattara, your Indian 
Ciovernment have nevertheless arrived at very erroneous decisions — and will, 
therefore, be the less dis]K)sed to receive, as conclusive, the decision whicli 
has now been come to (and surely on information more open to doubt) regard- 
ing points of the most vital importance to his Highness, without instituting 
such an in(|uiry as would not only have subjected that information, at present 
entirely cx parte, whether oral or documentary, on which liis Highness has 
been declared to be guilty, to the most searching scrutiny in tlic presence of 
his Highness; but as would also have enabled Ins Highness to reply to the 
same, and to ofier such testimony as he may possess, regarding the motives of 
his accusers, and tlie machinations and conspiracies to which they have 
resorted. 

Since the deposition of his Highness, we have received his Highness’s in- 
structions to jjress this point most earnestly on your Honourable Court ; and 
to record, on his Highness’s behalf, our most solemn protest against the in- 
justice and degradation to which he has been subjected, without having been 
afforded an opportunity to of)ei|||p.ny explanation or defence ; without tlie oral 
evidence having been given in his Highness’s presence, and cross-examined 
under his directions ; and without submitting the documentary proof to all 

those 
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those tests, to establish its genuineness, which are considered indispensable, 
before such evidence is deemed to be valid ; and, in submitting this protest, 
we are directed to point your Honourable Court's attention to the fact, that all 
this has happened, though his Highness lias most earnestly entreated not to 
be condemned unheard ; and has expressed his willingness to subject himself 
to any inquiry which promised to afford him a prospect of seeing his accusers 
face to face, and of defending himself against the falsehoods they have re- 
corded against him. 

We are also desired to state, that his Highness cannot conceive why such a 
course, which is not refused to the veriest criminal, was not pursued in liis 
case ; and that if it was to spare liis Highness’s feelings, or to consult his 
dignity, or arose from any doubt of jurisdiction, wlint passed between his 
Highness and your Governor should leave proved, that he was williuji to waive 
every consideration, to attain the one important and essential object of not 
being subject to condemnation, ]^roclaimcd to the country as a traitor, and 
punislicd as guilty, without a trial. Ills Highness cannot, however, believe, 
that any consideration for him could have dictated the refusal, wliicb his re- 
iterated entreaties for an investigation received; since the measure that was 
actually resorted to, was not only that wiiich, of all others, inflicted the most 
deadly blow, whether on the feelings, or the rights or dignities of his High- 
ness ; but was that also, which, he is (;onvinced, would have been averted by 
the concession of an investigatiom And that your (lovernmcnt might have 
the means of forming its own judgment on this point, his Higlmcss embraced 
the op|)ortunity of the Honourable the ( lovcrnor’s visit to Sattara, to place, in 
his hands various depositions by, and admissions of, |)arties who had been (!n- 
gaged in tlu' manufacture of forged documents; to wdiich they had clandes- 
tinely affixed liis Highness’s seal, and thereby given tliein every appearance of 
genuineness; wlncli they deposed they had done at the request of, and lor the 
express purpose of delivering them to those, whom his Highness considtTS to 
have been the most active jmunoters of all the plots, the iiulignitics, and liard- 
ships, to wdiich liis Highness has for so long a time been exposed. At the same 
time, also, his ExceIIen(*y’s attention was particularly directed to these facts by 
a paper wdiicli his Highness presented to him, and in whicli his Highness again 
and again jircssed on his Excellency the only request wliich, from tiic com- 
mencement of his troubles, bis Highness lias preferred to your (lovernnieni, 
that all the charges against him should be subjected to jirouf. 

And here we arc directed to observe, that if any thing- could have added to 
tile hardsliip oi’ his Highness's case, and the in justice of wliich he has been 
the victim, nothing w^as more calculated to do so than the only alternative 
which was left to him bv your Govenunent, on the visit of the "Honourable 
the Governor to Sattara, citlier to submit to dcjiosition, or to retain his power 
and possessions under an admission of his guilt. We need not state — the 
result declares it — that liis Highness, jireferring Ijis honour to every cunsider- 
atiou, chose without liesitatioii the former. Had, liowever, his Highness been 
guilty, had his own mind been his accuser, lie would, your Honourable Court 
must feel convinced, have submitted to any demand, however hinui Hating*, 
wdiich gave promise of saving him from the consequences to uhich he must, 
in sucli caj-'c, have lieon sensible he had become jnstlv ex|i()sed, and would 
not have persisted in requiring the adoption of that very measure, which would, 
of all otiicrs, have ensured his conviction and have left him, after having|given 
so much trouble, and made so many and such loud protestations of his innn- 
ccucc, no grounds for hoping for any sympathy from tlie public, or any favour * 
from your Government. 

His Highness cannot but think tliat the Honourable the Governor, with the 
determination to which he had come to spare his Highness, even although he, 
was firmly convinced of his guilt, should have so shaped liis proceedings, that 
they, instead of lowering his Highness in liis own eslimation, and in the 
the world, should have excited thiiPIgratitude ol' his Highness to- 
■^vards his Excellency for his magnanimity and kindness. Instead, however, of 
pursuing a course so obviously wise and politic for the attainment of the object 
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which he professed, it should be kept in mind that, while no investigation of 
which his Highness was cognizant had taken place ; and while he declared he 
was innocent, the only option given to his Highness was to relinquish his 
dignities, or to retain them with dishonour, under an admission for which 
the possession of no dignity nor any advantage could, in his opinion, have 
proved any compensation. His Highness was informed that a return to the 
interchange of the usual civilities, and tlie usual intercourse betw'een the 
English Government and himself, would only take place if his Highness 
would do that to which, had he yielded compliance, he would have rendered 
himself unworthy of such a distinction. And this will be evident when we 
state, on his llighi^.ess’s authority, that he was called on to sign a paper, the 
])rcamblc to which declared, that “ his Highness having been guilty of Fittoor* 

and the English Government having for once forgiven it, the following articles 
“ are agreed to and that every one of the articles which followed were, if 
not so direct, yet virtual admissions of his guilt ; and the demand that his 
Highness should give to them his assent could be justified on no other grounds 
than the conviction of his Highness, after investigation or his own acknow- 
ledgment, that the charges against him were true. It will be evident, for 
instance, that the requisitions to agree to give bhadaree or guarantee, and 
pensions to his accusers, and to expel his chitmes or secretary, could be de- 
fended on no other jdea. 

On all these accounts, his Highness has directed us to enter our most unre- 
served protest against the demand of such a })apcr ; and at the same time to 
state, that after much and anxious deliberation, the reasons for not having 
granted it appear to him so obvious and so good, that he really cannot con- 
ceive that his compliance with the requisition to sign it, could have served any 
one purpose which would not have been a thousand times better secured with- 
out it; except that it would have formed a document to which his enemies, 
and even your Government, could have referred your Honourable (vourt and 
the ]niblic, as a justification of the many harsh measures to which they have 
subjected his Highness for so long a period; and which, as his Highness has 
truly observed, might at any future time, when a like spirit of hostility might 
exist against his Highness, be quoted as the best authority — that of his Higli- 
ness himself — to prove, that it was no new thing for his Highness to he guilty 
of breaches of good iaitii. In such a case, by no means, il‘ we jiidgt! by the 
past, improbable, his Highness would be as little credited as he is now; but 
with more reason, if he met such an accusation by asserting, that the fact 
stated was no proof of his habits — but of his having been obliged to yield to u 
power \\ liich he could uot resist ; and which, under the threat of deposition, 
obliged him, though refused a trial — and though protesting his innocence — to 
certify to his own dishonour. 

Nothing, it will be obvious, from these considerations, but a perfect oblivion 
of the past, both ])y the British Government and his Highness, could have 
enabled your Government to carry out the policy of the Honourable the 
Governor to any beneficial purpose ; with every disposition to conciliate, it 
would have required, after what has occurred, a long intercourse of kindly 
feelings to have generated that confidence, which could have rendered a 
renewal of intercourse satisfactory or useful. Instead, however, of encouraging 
a disposition to conciliate the impressions, on the one hand, entertained by the 
British Government, of his Highness’s breach of treaty ; and on the other, 
his Hf|hness’s recollections of the injurious suspicions and cruel treatment he 
has experienced at the hands of the British Government, were only likely to 
be perpetuated by a measure, which, whilst it humiliated the Raja, placed an 
admission of his guilt, however indirect, in the possession of the British 
Government. Had this taken place — that cordiality, and that perfect under- 
.standing, so essential to the existence of friendly relations, would have been 
^iltogether wanting ; and no satisfaction could have resulted from a connexion 
embittered by suspicion and mistrust. Better, since investigation, which 

alone 

* This term is here intended to charge his Highness with treasonable practices, and generally 
with disloyalty and breach of engagements. 
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alone could clear up all doubts, was withheld, that his Highness at once ac- 
cepted the alternative of deposition, great as was the sacrifice he thereby 
made, than incur the many hazardous risks involved in the adjustment that 
was proposed. ] 

In now appealing to your Honourable Court, and by instructioTis from his 
Highness, entreating that your Honourable Court will yet be pleased, in a 
matter in which not only the credit of your Indian Administration, but the 
good name and the fortunes of his Highness are so deeply involved, to concede 
an impartial investigation ; we would beg to state, that it is his Highness’s 
wish, that the orders of your Honourable Court should be to the effect, that 
your Government shall adduce and thoroughly sift every kind of evidence in 
their possession against his Highness ; and having afforded his Highness an 
opportunity of as fully doing the same, and of adducing his own testimony, 
that the whole case should then be submitted to the just and impartial tribunal 
of your Honourable Court, to whose decision, under such circumstances, 
whatever it may be, his Highness will yield most implicit obedience and 
respect ; or his Highness will be happy to bow, with all the defereiitre he has 
ever evinced, to that high, honourable, and just statesman, Mr. Elphinstonc, if 
your Honourable Court should be pleased to refer every thing at issue, between 
your Government and himself, to his judgment and decision ; but his High- 
ness has directed us to protest in the strongest language we can use, against 
the assumption, by the Government of India, of the oflicc of IKs judges 
(whether as refers to their past ex parte condemnation and punishment of his 
liighness, or to any future investigation which may be instituted), on account 
of tb(^ spirit of liostility to his Highness, wdiich seems to have actuated your 
Government throughout this long protracted controversy; as evinced in tlicir 
inarjifcst brcacii of treaty, as regards his Highness’s rights over the Punt 
Suchew and other Jaghcerdars, and which has now been persisted in, not- 
withstanding the most earnest applications of his Highness for several years; 
in the imprisonment of his servants without trial, a measure whicli not only 
filled all his Jlighncss’s friends with dismay, and intimidated them from 
giving him counsel or assistance, but also, as it were, isolated him from 
all around him, and exhibited him as doomed to be visited with some signal 
mark of displeasure ; in the Government as well as the Resident declining to 
continue the usual and periodical interchanges of civilities, and in a marked 
disregard of all his communications; in the Resident possessing himself — 
how, he only can tell — of the communications of his Highness’s agents in 
Bombay, and not only subjecting them to perusal, but taking copies of them 
for transmission to your Governinent; and in the condemnation which has 
just been passed on his Highness, not oifly without a hearing, but without 
furnishing him with even the ex ])arte evidence by which that act is justified. 
All these circumstances, as well as others, which it would be too tedious 
to enumerate, are, his Highness is of opinion, so many moral reasons why your 
Government in India, both w'as, and still is bound to refrain from assuming 
the office of his judges; for, having so mixed themselves up in the case, botii 
as principals anci accessories, it is but reasonable to fear, that however desi- 
rous they might be to guard against all undue influence, they could not avoid 
seeing every thing through such a medium as w ould tend to justify all that his 
Highness complains of. 

The chief object of this address being to obtain an order from your 
Honourable Court for an impartial investigation of the charges against his ' 
Highness, we do not think it necessary to advert to these charges specifically ; 
or to shew forth any of the motives which have guided the several paj*ties by 
whom they have been got up. Whatever the charges are, and we have no know- 
ledge of them but by report, we beg most distinctly to state, that we not only 
V he in no respect proven, since they rest on evidence of which 

nis Highness knows nothing, and since his Hi|j|hncss has never been in any-^ 
wise a party to ‘any proceedings to try the faction which the alleged charges* 
are founded ; but, under such circumstances, we also hold the condemnation 
passed, and the punishment inflicted on his Highness, as contrary to justice ; 

and 
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PAPERS. altogether without force or validity. 

Letter from the beg, however, that your Honourable Court will not be disposed to infer 

^ro^bc*(:ourt of* <^ar silence in regard to the charges, that we could not offer expla- 

Directors, nations regarding them ; that we could not, for instance, prove that the 5th 

26 Nov. 1839. article of the treaty vvas relaxed ( which fact your Government is, or ought to 

be aware of), without any solicitation by his Highness to that effect, by Sir 
John Malcolm, so that the mere circumstance of having written to foreign 
chieftains, if such really lias been done, if not on treasonable subjects, can- 
not in consequence be considered to be a breach of that article; or that 
we could not satisfy your Honourable Court tliat if treasonable letters, 
addressed to his Highness, have been intercejited, they can bo no evidence of 
his Highness’s guilt, till his Highness is convicted of having encouraged such 
cominuiiications, and till the letters themselves are really proved to be 
genuine ; any more than a treasonable letter written to your Honourable 
Court and intercepted, could, of itself simply, be considered as proof that 
your Honourable Court participated in treasonable transactions ; so also, 
w'crc wo to depart from the rule we have laid down, we could expose the 
extravagance and ridiculousness, as wxvll as tlic falseliood of the charges con- 
nected w'ith Goa ; and with the asserted attempt to corrupt the troops of your 
Honourable Court. All tliis, however, will be better (effected under a formal 
investig^^ori, such a^ we trust your Honourable Court will cojicecle to the 
earnest entreaty of liis Highness. 

And here w^e may state his Highness's prayer, that, on an investigation 
being instituted, he may be allowed to avail himself of such assistance as he 
may consider requisite to enable him to cope with the talent at the command 
of your Government ; and wdiich, as the imjuiry will embrace and decide 
equally upon its measures, as the charges against his Highness, will naturally 
feel desirous to the utmost to justify the same. 

His Highness will not, we would add, offer any frivolous or vexatious 
opposition to the termination of the iinjuiry with all possible despatch — so that 
no objection on this score should be allowed to prevent your Honourable 
Court from ordering its comniencement forthwith. 

If your Honourable Court should have a doubt of the effects of this measure, 
we would venture to assure you of our conviction that no victory however 
splendid, nor any conquest however valuable, w ill do so much for tlic honour 
and stability of the British power in India, as your willing acquiescence in a 
prayer, the object of wliich is to {jolicit that a dependent, yet a sovereign 
prince, should not eoiuinue to be deprived of his high station and his rights, 
without an open investigation to prove that he merits such a degradation. In 
the case of a power independent of your Government, and which would not 
yield to such an imjuiry, your Government would be warranted in proceeding 
to resent any breach of faith, or other offence, on such evidence as it may be 
able to acquire, and as they may consider worthy of credence ; but the 
relative positions of your Honourable Court and of his Highness, and parti- 
cularly his own reiterated application for an investigation, leave your Honour- 
able Court no justification for applying the same principles to the case of 
liis Highness. 

Before we conclude this address, we would respectfully solicit your Honour- 
able Court's consideration of a few observations, explanatory of the employ- 
ment of certain agents, ourselves among others, which his Highness has 
resorted to, and which appears to have given offence. 

On this subject we would state that his Highness considered himself, by 
the peculiar circumstances in wliich he was placed, constrained to have 
recourse to such agency. 

He had, in the first instance, long felt that his communicatibns through the 
Resident, on many important points, were productive of no good ; and that 

all 
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all his complaints of the conduct of Government, especially in regard to ihc 
Jagheerdars, were unattended to, or were decided upon, and justified contrary 
to treaty, and his rights set at naught. 

In the second place, the Resident gave ear to false charges against his 
Highness, and acting on these with an eagerness that evinced a disposition to 
seize on any pretence to harass and ruin his Higlniess, the Government 
ordered a Commission to sit at Sattara, which condemned his Higluiess on 
evidence not given before him, and without his defence. Of this Commission, 
so acting. General Lodwick, the Resident at his Highness’s Court, Mr. 
WiJlougliby, the Political Scc^retary to Government, and Colonel Ovaiis, were 
members. Your Honourable Court will admit tliat such a cireumstance 
could not much tend to render further inlercouse belweem the Resident and 
Ins Highness satisfactory to either party. 
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If, previous to the Commission, he had failed to obtain redress for his High- 
ness, in matters to which his Higliness attached the greatest importance, it 
was but natural to suppose that after taking part in such an inquiry lie would 
be less likely to do so in future. 


Thirdly, shortly after, this Rcsidomt was removed ; but his successor. Colonel 
Ovans, having also, as has been stated, been a member of the Commission 
alluded to, came to Sattara convinced of his Highness’s guilt; and, as far as 
could be judged by tiic proceedings to which he resorted on his arrival, deter- 
mined to the utmost to persecute his Highness. Without trial, his Highness’s 
most confidential servants were cominilted to prison liy him ; and his High- 
ness thus cut oft’ from all who, iiuder his diftieulties and indignities, could 
afford liim sympatliy or advice, was glad to take hold of the hand which was 
exicndod to him by an old and respeeU'd servant of the (Company ; and, in 
reliance on liis qualifications for llie task, confided his interests to his adv'^oeacy 
with your Government; from wliicli, through his exertions, he flattered him- 
self lie might obtain that redress, of which he had ceased to indulge any Iiope 
through the Residcait, whose eftbrts seemed solely devoted to tlie one olijcct of 
proving some breach of treaty against his Higliness. 


If in this respect, therefore, his Highness lias oftended, he was forced to 
df) so by the hostile policy of your Ciovernmciit, fur wc do not, with every 
deference, hesitate to question the good feeling and the justice to liis High- 
ness, and the discretion of your (lovernmcnt in retaining gentlemen in the 
office of Resident at Sattara, who had (and the more unjustifiably the worse) 
condemned his Highness as a traitor, when his Highness had no other channel 
of communication with your Government, and coidd cm ploy no other without 
aft’ording grounds for oflence. Ol’ all the injurious treatment c.xpcrienced at 
the hands of your Government, liis Highness docs not consider this as the 
least cruel or oppressive ; and wc doubt not your Honourable Court will be 
disposed to admit that, when but (flic medium of intercourse was sanctioned, 
it slmuld have been such as, if it did not equally possess the confidence of the 
Kaja as of your Government, should, at least, have been free from all suspi- 
cion of enmity or prejudice against him or his interests. 

These facts his Highness considers to be a sufficient justification* of his em- 
ployment of any other channel of coinmiinication than the Resident ; and 
even if they were not, he trusts your Honourable Court will see no cause of 
oflbnce in his having done so, his sole motive having been, through his o%vn 
agents, to endeavour to regain that position in the good opinion of your Go- 
vernment, which he, with the deepest regret, observed that by the machina- 
tions of his enemies he had lost, and which he despaired of effecting through 
an agency in which, for such good reasons, lie could not confide. If rt be an 
offence most anxiously to desire to stand well with your Honourable Court and 
with your Government, then his Highness must plead guilty ; but if otherwise, 
then his Highness feels confident that the only end be over held in view must, 
under the circumstances detailed, justify the means. 

And here we would protest against inferring the spirit witli which his High- 
ness 
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Letter from the ourable Court, even under the justest cause of complaint, never wished to 
Ex-Raja’s Vakeels depart from that courtesy and deference which he feels for your Government; 
to the Court of and if such has occurred, the same should not be attributed to his Higliness, 
Sg'nov.'^SSO. whose peculiar situation in regard to his agency cannot be better explained. 

than by likening him to a ship at sea, whose safety, being overtaken by a 
})itiless storm, must necessarily depend on the exertions of the mariner, whe- 
ther skilful or otherwise, who endeavours to steer her into a harbour of refuge. 
His Highness, it should be remembered, is ignorant of your language, and of 
your conventional forms of courtesy ; at the same time he was confiding, and 
believed that all that was necessary in such respects would be attended to; 
and taking into consideration the many disadvantages under which he laboured, 
your Honourable Court will not, we trust, be disposed to add any failures in 
these respects to his account. 

As to the missions to England, w^e would only state, that they have had 
their origin in some circumstance of necessity, tuz. the position of hostility 
which your Resident and Government had placed themselves in with regard 
to his Highness, and in the same motives, a desire to obtain redress Ibr griev- 
ances, and to seek for an impartial investigation of the charges against him, 
as will be evident from the annexed translation of a correspondence, which, 
previous to the embarkation of the agents, occurred between the Resident and 
his Highness; and in which the reasons for their deputation arc distinctly set 
forth. 

We would, however, respectfully contend, that his employment of agents to 
communicate with your Government, and w ith your Honourable Court, thuugli 
contrary to the wdsh of the Resident, cannot be maintained to be a breacliOf 
the spirit of tiie treaty ; and that it w'ould be a harsh and unfavourable inter- 
pretation of the treaty, and might be the cause of much oppression witlmut a 
hope of redress, to declare it to be so ; independent of wliicli, it can be shewn 
that it was warranted by precedent in the time of Mr. Elphinstone's Govei ii- 
meiit. 

\Vc have now fulfilled the task which has been allotted to us ; and, in dis- 
charging it, we have been constantly iulhienecd by a desire to the utmost, lo 
evince that respect, wdiich we sincerely entertain for tlie high station, the great 
and the good reputation, and the paramount authority of your Honourable Court. 

The necessity, liowever, of placing before your Honourable Court some few 
of the facts on which wc ground our appeal, has, we deeply regret to say, 
obliged us to speak in terms of complaint of the conduct of your Government. 
Our regard to truth, and the honest discharge of our duty, forced us to this ; 
and these considerations will, w^e hope, bc^>ur apology, not only to your Hon- 
ourable Court, but to your Government in India. 

Whether an earlier appeal to your Honourable Court would have been of 
use to his Highness, it is not possible for us to decide ; but that one was not 
sooner submitted by our colleague, Meer Afzall Alec, is alone owing to his 
having been informed of the aversion of your Honourable Court to receive 
appeals, except through the medium of your Government in India ; and his 
fear, therefore, that his intrusion might in nowise promote the object which 
would have led him lo make it. It is not our province to question your Hon- 
ourable Court’s policy in this respect — we would only say, that w'hatever may ! 
be the opinion that we entertain concerning it, or however w'e may regret it, 
we haye respected it to the utmost of our power ; and even now, at this 
eleventh hour, we come before your Honourable Court with such reluctance, 
that nothing short of a conscientious conviction as to our duty could have in- 
duced us to do so. We humbly trust, therefore, that, notwithstanding our ^ 
breach of your rules, your Honourable Court will not allow such a considera- | 
tion to prevent this address being favourably received. If, we respectfully as- ■ 
sure your Honourable Court, such should be its good fortune, the same will be 

received 
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received as a proof of your Honourable Court’s love of justice throughout the 
whole of yout Eastern Empire. 

We have the honour to be, 

Honourable Sirs, 

With the greatest respect. 

Your most obedient humble Servants, 

Eshwunt Row Raja Sirkey, and 
Bhugwunt Row Wittul, 

Vakeels of Shreemunt Maharaj Raja Shree Purtab Sew Chuttraputtee. 
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Meek Afzael Alee, 

Vakeel to the Maharaj Chuter Putee of Sitara. 


London, No. 34, George Street, Euston Square, 
2Gth November, 1839. 


No. 1. 

LETTER FROM MEER AFZ ALL ALEE, VAKEEL OF THE EX- Letter from the 
liAJA OF SATTARA, TO THE HON. COURT OF DIRECTORS, *^tolhe Court of ‘ 

Directors, 

Dated 2C)lh Nov. 1830. 20 Nov. 

Honourable Sirs, — I have the honour to submit to your Honourable Court 
that I liaA e been deputed to lay several matters, of great moment, in reference 
to the rights and authority of the Raja of Sattara over his Jagheerdars, before 
your Honourable Court ; and to solicit that the same may be taken into serious 
consideration ; as well as that such instructions may be issued thereon, as shall, 
for the future, preclude any misunderstanding between your Honourable 
Court's Government in India and his Highness, on points of such vital moment 
to the riglils secured to his Highness l>y treaty with the Honourable Com- 
pany — and to the maintenance of that friendly feeling which till lately has 
ijivariably been evinced by the English Government towards his Highness, 
and the renewal of which his Iligluicss, above all things, most anxiously 
desires. 

In proof of my having been duly empowered to tliis effect, I beg, accoin- 
panyijig, to 1‘urnish your Honourable Court with the official credential.<i of his 
Highness, the Raja, in 'my favour. This document, I respectfully request, 
your Honourable Court will, being satisfied of its authenticity, have the good- 
ness to return to me. 

It must be well known to your Honourable Court that, when under restraint 
by the late Peishwa Bajee Row, his Highness, embraced every suitable occa- 
sion to manifest to the Honourable Company’s authorities in the Deccan, the 
friendship he entertained towards the English Government; and that he 
availed himself of the fiim opportunity, after the rupture with Bajee Row, to 
join the English army — a step which, while it greatly weakened and discon- 
certed Bajee Row, was proportionally beneficial to the English cause, which 
wa.s thereby, in the opinion of the great Sirdars of the Deccan, and of the people 
generally, identified with that of his Highness, as* the representative of the. 

Mahratta empire. This was evinced by the defections, whicli soon thereafter 
ensued, of many of the most powerful and most influential of Bajee Row’s ad- 
herents— who, thus forsaken, was not again able to oppose the English army ; 
and soon after completely abandoned a contest on which he had entered with 
powerful resources — under feelings of tlie most inveterate hostility to the Bri- 
tish nation, and with high hopes of driving its forces from the Deccan. 

On joining the British army his Highness was received .with high distinction * 
by General Sir Lionel Smith, and also, afterwards, by the Honflurable Mr. 

^ Elphittstone, 
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Other interviews took j)lace, at which similar assurances were given to his 
Highness by Mr, Elphinstone, pending the receipt of the instructions of the 
Governor General ; and at length, on the 25th September, 1819, Captain 
Grant jjresented a treaty for his Highness’s acceptance, which immediately 
received the confirmation of his Highness. 

By that treaty a principality was conferred on his Highness, consisting of a 
tract of country witliin certain specified limits, as well as the sovereignty over 
certain Jaghcerdars, some of whose estates are situated within these limits, and 
some arc beyond them. 

This last fact (viz, that some of the jagheers rendered subject to liis High- 
ness arc situated beyond the assigned limits) it is important to bear in mind, 
as in the sequel, it has been adduced as a plea for denying his Highness’s 
jurisdiction over the chieftain denominated “ the Suchew,” one of those Jag- 
heerdars, and for suV>stituting that of the English Government in its stead ; 
thereby not only depriving his Highness of the present exercise of a right, dis- 
tinctly conveyed to, and for many years enjoyed by him under treaty, but also 
shutting the door to his right of succession to that jagheer in case of resump- 
tion, from failure of heirs or any other cause. 

For many years after the conclusion of this treaty, a most perfect under- 
standing w^as on all points maintained between the British Government and 
his Highness. 

The British Government fully recognized, in all particulars, his Highness as 
sovereign over all the Jagheerdars enumerated in the schedule annexed to the 
treaty ; and subject to advising in certain cases with that Government, his 
Highness alone controlled and adjudicated in all matters having reference to 
them or their jagheers. All of them entered into engagements with his High- 
ness to abide by his Highness’s rule and authority, to conduct themselves with 
loyalty and fidelity, and to perform certain services to his Highness, either 
personally or with troops ; and in return for these stipulations, his Highness 
confirmed the possession of their estates during the life of the incumbents, or 
during good behaviour, by a special grant, which was guaranteed by the Bri- 
tish Government. 

On the death of any incumbent, the question of succession rested with his 
Highness, who, in the case of heirs claiming in virtue of blood relationship, 
has hitherto always conferred on them the rights and possessions of their pre- 
decessors, without subjecting them to any nuzzurana or fine. 

In the case, however, of the succession of adopted sons, his Highness has, in 
some cases, with the sanction of the British Government, imposed certain fines 
and burthens, in consideration of the privileges which he had conferred. 

The correspondence between the British Government (when the Honourable 
Mr. ElphiRstone was Governor of Bombay) and his Highness, is full of proofs 

that 


Elphinstone, who, fully aware of the important advantage, at such a juncture, 
of the presence of his Highness, in connection with the operations then carry- 
ing on, had been anxious, by concerting measures with his Highness s agents, 
to facilitate that event ; and who assured his Highness, through these agents, 
that : “ If his Highness co-operated with the English, they would act towards 
“ him on the same principles as they had acted on to the Raja of Mysore, on 
“ the conquest of that country — and, subsequently, at ah interview with 
Mr. Elphinstone, that gentleman stated to his Highness, that “ tlie agreement 
“ with his Highness should be fulfilled according to a treaty which should be 
“ delivered to him and he added, “ the English Government regards your 
“ fami ly, and the memory of your ancestors, with respect ; and, above all, it 
“ never forgets any one who has rendered it aid in circumstances of difficulty 
“ and danger. Your Highness’s loyalty has not escaped the observation of the 
“ English Government, and its conduct towards you will be Just and liberal — 
“ for that Government is uniformly anxious to promote the prosperity of its 
" adherents, it being a maxim of its policy, that the interest of such persons 
“ should be as dear to it as its own.” 
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Witli this advice his Highness immediately complied ; but the letters never 
reached those to whom they were addressed, having been returned to his High- 
ness by the Honourable Court, who then intimated to his Highness “ That 
“ your Honourable Court would not be negligent in inquiring into the concerns 
“of the Maharaj, and in doing what is right, of your own accord; and that 
“ therefore it was not considered necessary by your Honourable Court that his 
“ Highness should correspond with any other persons.” And your Honour- 
able Court added, “ that there seems no difficulty in regard to the subject that 
“his Highness had written about ; that the treaty imposed it on your Hon- 
“ ouxablc Court to act towards his Highness's Jagheerdars as your Honourable 
“ Court acted towards those of the English Government; that the authorily 
“ of tlie Mahara j did certainly extend over the Jagheerdars ; that in the event 
“ of any Jagheerdars dying without heirs, any appointment of a successor by 
“ tiie English Government should the void ; and that such jagheer reverting to 
“ his Highness, he could not b(j required to confer it on any adopted son.” 

The differences arising out of the question of the limits were also settled by 
the answer of your Honourable Court, but the decision is not respected by the 
Govcrniueiit in India; and his Highness's authority over his Jagheerdars, and 
his respectability, are thereby daily weakened and impaired. 

After the arrival of your Honourable Court’s answer, the following Order in 
Council was transmitted to his Highness : — 

“ The Neera river is the southern boundary of the territory of Suchew, and 
“ the English Government’s jurisdiction extends over it. As the Putwurdhun 
“ is independent (of the Maharaj), so is in the same manner the Suchew iiide- 
“ pendent in his jagheer.” In reply, his Highness stated, “ that by treaty, 
and by the documents and letters of the Honourable Court, the Jagheerdars 
“ of the Maharaj (one of whom is the Suchew) stand in the same relation to 
“ him as those of the English do to that Government ; and that if the English 
“ Government have authority over Putwurdhun, so also has his Highness 
'' authority in the same degree over the Suchew.” 

His Highness also represented to your Honourable Court’s Government in 
^dia the propriety of acting conformably to the answer received from your 
Honourable Court, and requested that, should any doubt be still entertained 
on the subject, a further reference should be made to supply what might be 
wanting to remove all uncertainty. To this his Highness received for. reply, 
‘‘ A reference has been made to England, and his Highness will be informed 
as soon- as an answer arrives ; ” but when inquiry is made concerning the 
reply, no time is specified when it maybe expected, nor any assurance given 
on the subject; and though Lord Clare, on his leaving India, wrote to his 
lighness to assure him “ that no deviation should take -place from the treaty” 
and General Lodwict, the Resident, had frequently said “ the claims of the 

Maharaj 


that that distinguished statesman never entertained a doubt of his Highness 
possessing the same rights over the Jagheerdars beyond the limits specified in 
the treaty, as over those whose possessions are within those limits ; and it was 
not till the time of the government of Lord Clare that any pretensions were 
advanced to the prejudice of his Highness in this respect. 

When the first hindrance to the exercise of his usual jurisdiction was expe- 
rienced by his Highness, he made a representation on the subject to the Go- 
vernor, requesting the Governor in Council would examine his papers, and take 
his affairs into consideration, so as to see how they had stood up “ to that time, 
“and whether his statements were correct or not,” adding, “that should they 
“ be found incorrect, he would abstain from all l^urther agitation of the sub- 
“ ject.” 

In reply to this reasonable request, his Highness was informed, that a refer- 
ence would be made to England on the subject; and Lord Clare, Mr. Suther- 
land, and General Lodwick, in conversation with his Highness, counselled 
him to write to Mr. Elphinstone, Captain Grant, and General Robertson con- 
cerning it. 
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• « 

** Mal^araj are extremely just, and the Government of Bombay will comply 
** witli them” — yet no redre.ss has been afiorded to his Highness, who has 
tliercfore deemed it incumbent on him to address your Honourable Court on 
this subject ; and under his Highness's instructions, 1 beg, with all deference, 
to state that by the decision to which the Government of Bombay has come, 
respecting his Ilighness's authority over the Punt Suehew, on the plea that 
liis possessions arc to the north of the Ncera (one of the boundary lines of his 
Highness’s principality), his Highness i.s deprived of rights secured to him, not 
only by treaty, but by the admission of the Government, not taciiy but express, 
of many years. ^ 

In support of this position, 1 would first point your Honourable Court’s 
attention to the stipulation in the treaty with his Highness, which, after having 
recorded “ the determination of the British Government to invest his High- 

ness with a soi'<a'c}gntif sufficient for the maintenance of his family in comfort 
“ and dignity,” states, in the first article, “ the British Government agrees to 
“ cede in perpetual sovereignty to the Raja, his heirs, and successors, the districts 
“ specifted in the annexed schedule 

In these territories, so ceded and specified in this schedule, are certain jag- 
heers, amongst whicli are those of the Punt Suehew, and of the Akulkote Raja; 
the whole of which latter is situated beyond the specified boundary on the east, 
while part of the lormer is beyond the boundary on the north. Yet the words 
used in llie schedule, after enumerating various other territories, are as follow : — 
“ togctiier with tlie possessions of the. Raja of Akulkole, the Punt Suehew, the 
“ Pritliee Nidhee, and the jagheerof the Dufilays in the pergunna of J hut : ” — * 
thus making over these territories to tlie Raja, without reserve in any resjK‘ct, 
in consequence of their position, in refcrcnct^ to the boundary lines. 

Words cannot be clearer — and, did they stand alone, they would, 1 am 
instructed to state, fully bear out the claim winch his Highness advances, to 
the exclusion of any jurisdiction of the Honourable Company within those 
jaglicers. But it happens tliat, clear as are these terms, they are supported 
and l)orne out by other express stipulations in the said schedule. Thus tlie 
following passage in the schedule distinctly admits that the jagheers are exclu- 
sive of tiic assigned boundaries — 

“ The Raja having l)cen told that his frontier should extend from tlie Kistna 
“ and Warna on the south — to the Neera and Blicema on the north — and Irom 
‘‘the western ghauts (Shyadree Hills) on the west — to the city of Puiider- 
“ pore on the cast — catIusivc of the jagheers — there wdll be some additional 
“ territory made over to iiiin from the province of Beejapoor, to be liereafter 
“ .s])ceified, 

No remarks tliat I could offer to your Honourable Court could add weight 
to the testimony borne by these extracts from the treaty, and its accompany- 
ing schedule. They speak for them.selves, and, as forcibly us W'ords cun do, 
clearly recognize that, in .so far as certain ccdiHl jagheers are concerned, his 
Higliness's jurisdiction extends beyond the boundaries defined in the treaty ; 
and, accordingly, from the first cession of the territories, the authority of his 
Highness was established over all the districts and jagheers enumerated in the 
schedule, whclJicr situated within or beyond the boundaries, and was so esta- 
blished, nut by liis Highness, but by the Honourable Company's Agent at his 
Highness’s Court, who, in virtue of a stipulation in the treaty to that effect, 
administered the afiairs of the principality for several years, under the direct 
control of your Honourable Court’s Government, in the name, and for the 
bclioof, of his Highness ; a fact, which of itself ought to have been sufficient 
to prove to the j>reseiit Government that their [irctcnsions have no foundation 
whatev(5r. 

Mr. Elphinstone framed the treaty, and he knew well, not only its object, 
but the spirit in which it should be acted upon. For a space of nine years 
^ that ho presided over tlie Government, no pretensions such as have now been 
urged were ever advanced. Sir John Malcolm also was three years Governor, 
and during liis time all his Highness’s rights were respected. These enlight- 
ened 





• ened statesmen took a liberal, just, and kind interest in all that concerned his 
- Highness. They considered his Highness not as a chieftain whom they were 
to watch with jealousy and suspicion, but as a prince whose rights, owing 
them all, as he did, to the generosity of the English nation, it was their duty j 
to uphold and protect ; and, consequently, on all occasions when any of his 
vassals hoped, by means of an appeal to them, to encroach oti his Highness’s 
authority and privileges, or to treat him with contumacy or disrespect, their 
conduct and pretensions were invariably reprobated and discouraged. 

I would now beg to submit, in further proof of the rights of his Highness 
over the jagheer of the Punt Suchew, the opinion and decision of the Honour- 
able Mr. Elphinstone ou this point, at a time and under circumstances which 
) entitle that opinion to the greatest weight. 

On the adoption, in 1827, of the late Suchew, Mr. Elphinstone, in reply 
to^ complaint on the part of the Suchew who adopted him, concerning the 
conditions his Highness annexed to his sanction of the adoption, expressly 
stated to him that, though he and his heirs were to hold the jagheer on certain 
specified terms, yet, that on the total failure of heirs, it must revert to his 
Highness ; and that, therefore, it rested with his Highness, if he permitted its 
continuance by adoption, to attach what conditions he thought expedient to 
the permission. He was also reminded, that on the settlement of the Deccan, 
after its conquest, he (the Suchew) voluntarily preferred the Raja’s sovereignty, 
SSibd that, therefore, the decision must rest with his Highness — the British 
Go^ejnmeQt not having a right to interfere, unless there be a breach of engage- 
ment.^ 

Had Mr. Elphinstone considered that the British Government had not 
ceded the wholt of the jagheer of the Punt Suchew in sovereignty to his High- 
ness, he imrely Would not have omitted, on such an occasion, to have asserted 
the right of the British Government over the reserved portion. He not only, 
however, made no mention of any right of the Honourable Company, but ex- 
pressly and distinctly acknowledged that his Highness alone had a right as 
sovereign to decide on the point at issue; and at the same time, informed the 
Suchew that it was in consequence of his own wish that his jagheer was 
constituted a portion of his Highness’s principality. 

A copy of this communication from Mr. Elphinstone to the Punt Suchew 
was transmitted to his Highness, who naturally feels greatly at a loss to con-T 
ceive on what grounds your present Government can justify the pretensions it 
has now set up ; so contrary not only to the treaty, but also to usage, and the 
recorded opinions of the eminent statesman who, having negotiated the treaty, 
was of all others the best able to speak to the spirit in which, and the objects 
for which it was framed. 

I 

The correspondence of Mr. Elphinstone with his Highness exhibits equally 
strong proofs of that stateman’s opinion, in regard to the entire dependence of 
^hc chieftain of Akulkote on his J lighness ; and the whole of the Akulkote 
possessions being beyond the specified boundary, I would respectfully urge, 
that what holds good in regard to them must be. equally valid in regard to those 
of the Punt Suchew ; the same treaty being applicable to both. 

I would here, before quitting this subject, take the liberty of again recapi- 
tulating the grounds on which his Highness deems the decision which your 
Government has come to regarding it, to be an invasion of his rights, and as 
such, a breach of the treaty by which those rights were conceded. 

First. The schedule distinctly says, his Highness was told, such and such 
rivers and mountains were to be his limits ; but that certain jagheers were 
exclusive of those limits. 

Secondly. The British Government itself managed for a considerable time 
the principality of his Highness, and established and exercised his Highness’s 
authority over those jagheers ; whether over those portions situated within, or 
beyond the constituted limits. * 
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Thirdly. 
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Fifthly. All this occurred, while the distinguished functionary who framed 
the treaty, and who best knew the extent of the concessions made by it to his 
Highness, was at the head of aftairs. 

With such facts before your Honourable Court, I am persuaded that your 
Honourable Court will be of opinion, that you have information sufficient to 
enable you to decide what construction the treaty should receive. 

I would now, therefore, close my observations on this case, witli an expres- 
sion of my confidence, that his Highness will have every reason to be satisfied 
with the decision which your Honourable Court's sense of justice will induce 
you to come to on this appeal ; and that such decision will put at rest a ques- 
tion which has too long Ibrmed a subject of discussion between the liritisli 
Government and his Highness. 

There are a few other cases to which I would solicit the attention of your 
Honourable Court. 

1st. That of the jaghcer known as that of Shaik Mera of Waec. This 
Sirdar died some years ago, and his Highness, with the concurrence of the 
English Government, conferred his jaghcer on his son, Khan Mahommed. 
The income of tlie jaghcer, which is of small amount, is derived from lands 
situated within the territories of the British Government, and at a distance 
from those of his Highness. 

In this case jurisdiction is not claimed; that rests with the British Govern- 
ment, which issu(?d instructions to its officers, that Khan Mahommed should 
be put in possession of the revenue, in virtue of the title conferred on him by 
his Highness. The collector obeyed this order, and wrote to Khan Mahommed 
that the same course which had been pursued in regard to his ancestors, 

would continue in his case to be acted upon,’' and accordingly for several 
years such was the case; but for the last three or four years the lands have 
been resumed, and this dependent of his Highness has been deprived of the 
income allotted to him, in requital of services which he is bound, by engage- 
ment with his Highness, with the express sanction of the British Government, 
to render to his Highness ; and this has taken place, notwithstanding that his 
Highness certified the death of Shaik Mora, and the succession of his son; 
and notwithstanding that this jagheer was conferred in perpetuity on his High- 
ness in an amended schedule to the treaty, which was furnished on the further 
cession to his Highness of the district of Beejapoor, and which, in adding that 
district and the jagheer of Phultun, then constituted his Highness’s posses- 
sions, as detailed in the former schedule, in nowise affected any of his rights 
as at that time existing ; of which fact, no other proof need be adduced, than 
the reply quoted in the preceding part of this despatch of the Honourable 
Mr. Elphinstone to the Punt Suchew, in the year 1827, after the new sche- 
dule was formed. 

2nd. I would beg to represent the case of the Muntree. This is the desig- 
nation of one of the eiglit Purdhans, or great ministers of state, constituted by 
, the ancestors of his Highness. The person who held that dignity before the 
I)rescnt incumbent, having no son, applied for and received the permission of 

his 


Thirdly. The management was subsequently made over to his Highness, 
who continued for several years, with the knowledge of the British Govern- 
ment, to pursue the same course. . 

Fourthly. One of these Jagheerdars being on the point of death, desired to 
ado])t a son, and applied to his Highness, as his sovereign,, for permission to do 
so ; but being dissatisfied with the conditions which the Raja annexed to that 
permission, appealed to the British Government against them, which distinctly 
assured the appellant, that his Highness was his sovereign ; that with him alone 
it rested, whether he sliould annex the jagheer to his own possessions, on his 
death, without issue, or permit adoption ; that the British Government had no 
right to interfere ; and further, as it were to leave no doubt on the subject, the 
Jagheerdar was alsf) then reminded, that it was at his own request that he was 
rendered subject to his Highness, instead of the British Government, 



his Highness to adopt one as his heir. Under this sanction the present officer 
succeeded to the dignity, and the jagheer attached to it, but the lands con- 
stituting the jagheer being within the limits of the English Government, 
the nuzzurana payable on succession has been levied by the English Go- 
vernment. Ilis Highness considers that, deriving his right, as the Jag- 
heerdar has done, Irom his having sanctioned the adoption, and the succes- 
sion to office, and the duties in requital of which the jagheer is held, being 
rendered to his Highness, the nuzzurana should have been paid to his govern- 
ment, to which alone the Muntree owes loyalty and allegiance. The pecu- 
niary* value of tlie question at issue is small, and it is rather for the principle, 
than for the money, that his Highness would venture to contend. 

3rd. The next case is that of the Kliasgee Wala. 1'his jagheer is one of those 
known as those of “ recent origin,” which on the fleath of the incumbent 
without heirs, would have been declared by the British Government to be 
resumable by his Highness. 
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Notwithstanding this, and that tl)c village (Kuntoli^), of whieh the jagheer 
is eoniposed, is situated within tlie limits of his Highness’s territories, it was 
sequestered by, and for the benefit of, tfie British (ioverniuent, on the death 
of tlie late Jagheerdur without heirs. Nut a scintilla of doubt, I respectfully 
bog to assure your Honourable Court, exists in regard to his Highness’s riglit 
to this village, yet its restoration is witliheld to this day. That these minor 
jogheers, situated within his Highness’s limits, should, in default of heirs, 
revert to his Highness, was decided by Mr. KIphinstone, when the jagheer 
of Bhultun was, at the reciuest of the English Government, constituted by hi.s 
Highness, by the grant of the lands which now compose that jagheer, as some 
eventual conif)cnsation to his Highness for the loss sustained by that measure, 
and tins was also expressly declared to ])e an advantage which his Highness 
might look to, Avhen lie was asked to forego a small yearly sum which he de- 
rived from theWislialghur Prithee Nidhee, a dependence on Pritchetghur. On 
tliis occasion the British Government stated, “ it is necessary that the Mabaraj 
“ should abandon his claim to this sum, since in future should any of the 
Jagheerdars die without heirs their possessions will revert to the Maharaj.’" 


liidc|jcndent of tliis, as regards the specific case which has given rise to 
these observations, tlie I lonoiirable Mr. Elphinstone, in a communication to 
his Highness, dated J7tli February, 1827, admits that the Kliasgee Wala’s 
village ol' Kuntolc (the village which is now retained by the English Govern- 
ment), belongs to his Highness. 


4th. I would now solicit the Honourable Court’s attention to the case of 
the Jagheerdars of Seetol6, which is a jagheer dependent on the Raja of 
Akulkotc, a vassal of his Highness. 


The late Jagheerdar at his death left sons, who should have been permitted 
to succeed to his property, but difficulties have been raised on this score by the 
English authorities, and the rights of the parties are witliheld — and this not- 
withstanding the jagheer is within his Highness’s limits, and his Highness 
desires that they should be put in possession. TliLs, his Highness trusts, the 
Honourable Court will be pleased to redress, 

5th. His Highness has instructed me to solicit that your Honourable Court 
will transmit such orders to your Government in India as shall enable his 
Highness to carry into effect the resumption of the minor jagheers, on their 
present incumbents dying without heirs, as arranged by Mr. Elphinstone. 
His Highness can only, in such a matter, ]>roceed in concert with the British . 
Government, and such a fact may satisfy your Honourable Court that no 
resumption will be made except on the most justifiable grounds, and that 
nothing will be sought for inconsistent with the most liberal consideration of 
the interests of parties. 

* His Highness, deprecating the recurrence of discussions between 
the British Government and himself — indeed, dreading their consequences — 
has desired ,as likely to narrow the field for misunderstanding, to propose* 
0 your Honourable Court that, as contemplated by the treaty, an exchange 

should 
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Greatly indebted as his Highness feels himself to be to tlie friendship of the 
English Goveriinient, it has always been his wish so to deport himself, and to 
conduct his affairs, as to enjoy, what he prizes above every other consideration, 
its favour and approbation. lie has never, however, allowed himself to fear, 
that he risked the forfeiture of these enviable advantages, by not tacitly yield- 
ing rights and privileges conferred on him by that government under treaty. 
On the contrary, whatever may have been the encroachments of your Govern- 
ment, he has always felt assured that your Honourable Court has never desired 
to annul or invade these rights, as well as that your Honourable Court will 
not be disposed to be dissatisfied with him because he appeals against the deci- 
sions of your Government in India. He, indeed, is confident that in prof)ortion 
as the British Government is Jealous of its own rights, it will recognize the 
propriety of his lligliness being sensibly alive to all that is calculated to injure 
or detract Irom those that appertain to his government. 

Of the good faith and justice of your Honourable Court, his Highness is 
fully satisfied ; but his enemies are ever on the watch, and eager to embrace 
the oi)portunities which the occurrence of misunderstandings and discussions 
of the nature of those which form the subject of this dcs])atch has too often 
unfortunately afforded them, to use all the diabolical arts of which they are 
masters, to foment and perpetuate susj)icion and mistrust. 

Having adverted to this subject, 1 cannot conclude tliis address without 
expressing iny humble but full confidence in the English Government not pro- 
ceeding to any measure condemnatory of his Highness, or injurious to his dig- 
nity and right, in consequence of the charges to which ho has been exposed 
for now nearly three years (which have becji gathered IVoin all parts of the 
country, and from all descriptions of persons, but of which, however severely 
he has felt their effects, his Highness really as yet knows nothing, but by 
report), without first giving to his Highness the benefit of every facility in his 
defence ; his persecutors, and prosecutors and accusers, being confronted with 
him face to face, and subjected to a rigorous cross-examination ; in short, all 
those advantages in refutation of the calumnies to which he has been subjected, 
which his accusers have had in their fabrication. 

Your Honourable Courtis aware, that during the whole of the time which 
has elapsed since the commencement of his sufferings, his Highness has been 
deprived of all his usual servants and counsellors, who have been imprisoned 
for a long period, without having been at all subjected to any species of trial ; 
and hisllighness himself has been obliged to sit as if bound, without the powder 
of taking any effectual steps for his own justification. 

Disregarding the spirit, and looking only and in the narrowest sense at the 
letter of the treaty, the employment of agents without the express sanction of 
the Resident, to make known his case to your Government, has been considered 
an offence, and all their confidential correspondence with him has, either by 
the treachery of his own servants, encouraged by your Government and its 
officers, or by breach of trust at the post-office, which those to blame can state, 
been subjected to perusal, and even to having copies taken from them. Such 
are the hardships and indignities to which his Highness has been subjected. 
While so treated, he has been considered as a fair mark to shoot at, by every 
evil-disposed person in the country, whose enmity and malice, or interest, 
could in any way be gratified or promoted thereby. 

But I shall not enlarge in this address on these topics. The considerations 
they relate to are too important, and the consequences they ^involve are too 
serious, to be disposed of in a cursory manner. 


shoulc^ be made between the Honourable Company and himself, of all such 
territories as are intermixed and dove-tailed with the territories of each other. 
This would be most acceptable to his Highness, and would be easily effected, 
if undertaken in a spirit of kindness, and with a sincere disposition to free his 
Highness from the dangers to which he is daily liable, from at present being 
obliged to come into collision with the servants ever changing (and therefore 
not always perfectly informed of all the considerations involved in each case), 
of so powerlul a government as the English. 


What 
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What I have said will shew the evil effect of discussions, and questions of 
rio-ht and fact, being allowed to exist for years; and will, I respectfully hope, 
now induce the Court the move speedily to give its consideration to the sub- 
jects which form the peculiar objects of this address. 

I have the honour to be. 

Honourable Sirs, 

With the greatest respect, 

Your most obedient, humble servant, 

Meku Afzai.l Aeke, 

Vakeel to the Maharaj Chutrapiittee of Sattara. 

London, No. 34, George Street, Euston Square, 

2Gth November, 1839. 

No. 2. 

Translation of a Mcnioraudam, No. 45, sent hi/ the Resident at Satlara to his 

Highness the Maharaj. 

Dated 21st Fcbniary, 1839. 

A letter has l)cen addressc.'d to me l)y Mr. Willoughby* the Secretary to 
Government, under the orders of tli(‘ Honourable the Governor in Council, 
dated IGtli February, 1839, in which it is stated tliat eight Hindoos intend to 
proceed to England in a French shi]), named the (ieorge Caviery and I am 
reciuested to ascertain and report, for the iuforniution of Government, whether 
tli(;y are ivrocecding on a mission from your Highness to the Home Authorities. 
This is thcrelbre writUai to request your Highness speedily to inform me 
whether any persons are going on your Highness’s part, and if so, who they 
are, and what are their names. 


'Translation of a Mcniorandnm, No. 22*^, from the IMahayaj .Chutrapnitcc of 

Sattara. 

Dated Gtli Zilley, corrcsfMmding with 21st February, 1839. 

A memorandum has been received i'rom the British Government, by the 
hands of a chopdarf in violation the UKSual custom, in which it is inquired 
wlietiicr any persons arc proceeding to the authorities in England; in reply 
to which it is now stated that Esliwuut Row Raja Sirkey, Rhugwunt 1L)W 
Wittnl, and Chitkojee Row Soowey were formerly commanded to hire a vessel 
and proceed to England, in coinj)any of a European, to explain the eircuni- 
stances of this govern men t to the authorities there, and tliat they arc accord- 
ingly going, together with tlieiv servants, to explain our case iii reference to 
the ditliculties that have been created in connexion with the Jugheerdars' 
question. Representations, both written and personal, have been at various 
times made from this government, from the time of the Resident Colonel 
LocKvick, and the Govenior Sir Robert Grant, up to this day, but neverthe- 
less, malicious, low, and unprincipled persons were credited, and the respec- 
table persons belonging to this government were seized, to the degradation of 
our dignity. A considerable time having since elapsed without our being 
informed on the subject, this government requested Dr. Milne to represent 
the whole .of these circumstances, from the beginning up to this day, both in 
writing and verbally, and he has accordingly been doing so, to represent to 
Government. It is requested that all those represeiitatioiLs may be com- 
municated to the authorities in England. This government looks to thc^ 
friendshif) of the British Government, and not to any thing else. Without 
caring for our life, and without believing Bajec Row, we appearecl in the 
camp of General Smith, on a message from the Honourable Mr. Elphinstone, 
and in consideration of the just principles by which the liritish Government 
IS guided. It is consequently necessary for us to make our representations, 
and explain our circumstances to that Government. A detailed account of 
the case, regarding which this memorandum is written, should therefore be 
laid before the British Authorities in England. 

* A silver stic|L. 
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TRANSLATION OF A LETTER* TO THE HONOURABLE THE 
COURT OF DIRECTORS OF THE EAST INDIA COMPANY, 
FROiVI HIS HIGHNESS THE EX-RAJA OF SATTARA, 

Dated the 2\st Siiaban Sun leessa Sallateen^ corresponding with the \Qth 

^^(wembery 1838 . 

To the Honourable the Court of Directors of the East India Compam/^ who give 
splendour to an Empire that may well he called Celestial; who administer its 
Laws, and dispense Justice to Nations. May their Mighty Power and their 
Conspicuous Ilumaniiy and Benignity endure for ever ! 

Duriiig^ the war hetweon Rajee Row and the Honourable East India Com- 
pany, the Honourable Mr. Elphinstone. through the medium of Nursoo Jain- 
dar (Treasurer), invited me, at the time with the army of Bajee Row, to join 
tlie Honourable Coni])any ; I accordingly joined the army of General Smith, 
and wrote a letter to Bailajce Punt Nathoo, who was tlicn with Mr. Elphin- 
slone at Poorundhtir, to say that I had doiic as requested. Subsequently to 
this, I had a conference with Mr. Elphinstone, who communicated to me his 
intention of sending Mr. Russell to the Governor General, and at the same 
tini(^ introduced me to tliat gentleman. TIh! observations which on this occa- 
sion I made are known to Mr. Elphinstone. Thereafter, previous to the con- 
clusion of the treaty, I addressed a letter to Mr. Elphinstone, who was then 
at Poona. To that letter Mr. El])hinstone re])licd that I should not hereafter 
be subjected to such treatment as 1 had received Irom my servant (Bajee Row); 
but on the contrary, after considering what was due to my high station and 
situation, the Governor General would place me in the same condition as 
other princes, and make an arrangement that would maintain the dignity of 
my family and promote my own comfort. This letter is dated in Sei)temi)er, 
1818 . 

Afterwards, when the treaty was received. Captain Grant (Duff ) recom- 
mended me to ])lace entire reliance on the English Government and sign it, 
which recommendation I immediately complied with. All this is known to 
iMr. iilpiiinstone and Captain Grant (Duff); and Mr. Elphinstone bearing it 
in recollection, after he became Governor of Bombay, added Shaik Alera 
to the Jagheerdars who were previously inserted in the treaty ; and he also 
addressed to me a letter stating that those jagheers, wliich had been conferred 
by the Peisliwas, and which were situated within the limits of my principality, 
would revert to iiiy government, in the same manner as those within the terri- 
tory of the East India Company would revert to that Government ; as well as 
that, should any of my Jagheerdars die without heirs, their jagimers would 
la[)se to my government ; and while Mr. El|)hinstone continued in India 
exchanges were, on my suggestion, made between the British (Jovernrnent 
and myself of territories situated within the Honourable (Company’s limits 
belonging to niy .lagheerdars, according to an article in the treaty, which 
specially provided for such exchanges, in regard to adjoining territories, with 
a view to the more convenient administration of their government ; and this 
was so arranged because the jagheers were in all respects considered the same 
as territories i)aying revenue direct to my government; for had there been 
any difference between them, such a stipulation would never have been 
made — besides which, it remained with my government to decide on all the 
complaints of the Jagheerdars. 

Notwithstanding these facts, my enemies, by misrepresentations to the 
Agents of the British Government at Poona, have, on the plea of boundaries, 
caused interference with established usage. Having lent money to my Jag- 
heerdars, they were induced to make such misrepresentations because they 
knew, that, while my authority existed, they could not hope to retain in their 
bwn hands the management of the territories of their debtors', nor to appro- 
priate 

* Which accompanied the address of the vakeels to the Court, dated 2Gth November, 1839. 
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priate to themselves and others, pensions and enani villages, or to realize such 
profits and interest as they wished. 

On the subject of these misrepresentations 1 addressed myself to Lord Clare, 
who, in conjunction with Mr. Sutherland, recommended that I should write to 
Mr. Elphinstone, Captain Grant (Duff), and Colonel Robertson, who were 
acquainted with all the circumstances. I accordingly wrote to these gentle- 
men, and having delivered my letters to Colonel Lodwick, the Resident, they 
were forwarded to your Honourable Court, who returned them to the Bombay 
Government, with a reply, stating, “ That your Honourable Court did not 
‘‘ think it expedient to be the channel of communication on Government 
business with individuals ; and that, therefore, the letters wore returned to 
“ be given back to me, witli this explanation, that there was no objection to 
“ my sending letters direct to the parties ; but that I. might rest satisfied that 
“ your Honourable Court would always have pleasure in making itself ac- 
quainled with any affairs of mine pro]>er for your Honourable Court to 
‘^know; that the Jagheerdars in my territory were considered l)y your 
Honourable Court to be on the same footing in regard to me as those in the 
territory of the East-India Company to your Honourable (Court’s fiovern- 
“ jnent; and that your Honourable Court did not perceive that they had not 
been subject to my control ever since the time of the Peishwa ; wlule, in the 
“ event of there being no blood heir, or adopted son, to succeed to a jaghcer, 
“ the guarantee of the British Government to the Jagheerclar would then cease, 
and his jaghcer Ia|)se to my government; as well us that your Honourable 
“ Court’s (■roverninent would not interfere as to directing the adoption of a 
“ son.’’ 
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Such was the answer wliich was received from your Honourable Ch)urt; but 
it was contrary to the wish ol’ the Governor, Sir Robert Grant, and of Colonel 
Lodwick, that the same should be comnniiiicatcd to me, and 1 only, at length, 
succeeded in obtaining it after much im]>ortuiiity. Such an answer, so very 
satisfactory to me, and shewing that your llonouralde Court had been made 
, fully acquainted with niy aHairs, excited a jealous feeling on the part of tlie 
) authorities liere, the efiect of wliicli was, that no arrangement of my affairs was 
nuide in conl'onnity to the ])rineiples admitted by your IL)nourablc Court, 
though I repeatc'diy reminded Colonel Lodwick of the delay tliat was taking 
])lace ; and observed to him, that if, as the late Gcivernor, Lord Clare, had 
returned to England, and been succeeded by another Governor, he, the Kesi- 
dent, should also go to England, an adjustment would never be made; and 
I added, tliat as 1 could not depend on receiving, in any given lime, a re])ly 
from England, I was therefore most desirous to submit tlui whole case to the 
(ioverninont at Calcutta, as well as to tlie authorities at lioine. To all this 
tiio Resident replied, that wdvat 1 said was quite true, but that ho (amid do 
iiothing but as instructed by ( Jovernment. Subsequently, when the Resident 
was at Maluibleshw ar 1 represented, through Ballajee Punt Keeby, that 
if my affairs were not adjusted here, J should deem it necessary to re|)resent 
them to Calcutta and England ; in answer to which Keeby wrote to me, that 
“ filth must be employed to remove filtli.”* The letter was in tliesc very terms. 
jNow the term here used “ filth,” is meant to express “ faults or crimes but 
who ever heard that recourse should be had to faults to improve conduct 
without reproach ? 

Such a letter having been written to me, was occasioned by the angry feci- * 
‘Hgs, excited by my having brought to the notice of your Honourable Court, 
he discrepancy between the acts of your Government and its written obli- 
;ations. 

I afterwards had an interview with Sir Robert Grant, the late Governor, at 
nahableshwar, when I represented every thing to him, and entreated that 
II arrangement should, at once, be made in conformity with usage and the * 
reat^ or that I should obtain, in a certain time, an answer from your Honour- 
ble Court. I also stated that Lord Clare had, without disposing of the case, 
roceeded to England, and that he (Sir Robert Grant) might do the same, and 
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SATTARA the Governors who would succeed him might object that they could not settle 
PAPFJlS. a business which their predecessors had been unable to accomplish. I also 
LeiteTnom the Sir .Tohn Malcolm, when he found it necessary to write to your 

ELitaja^t^the^ lioiiouriible Court about his discussions with the King's Court in Bombay, 
Court of Directors, jnociircd your decision US soon us possible; but that although my case was obvi- 
10 Nov. 183a. oiisly just, no less a delay tlian four years had occurred, without a settlement 
— that even the answer which had been received (from England) was not inti- 
mated to me; and tlnit therefore I would myself be under the necessity of 
bringing tlie circumstances to tlie notice of your Honourable Court and the 
Governor General. Such was my communication to Sir Robert (Jrant ; and I 
was induced to make it because my confidence in the Bombay Government 
was shaken. The Resident, Colonel Lodwick, was present at this conversa- 
tion, and he said, lieforc the Governor, that he had made repeated applications 
to the (Tovernment on the subject. 

As I still eontimsed unable to ascertain what were the intentions of the 
Government, and 1 every day experienced new difficulties in conducting the 
affairs (»f my govermnent, 1 at length detennined to do as I had said ; and 
to ap])ly to your iionourable Court. 

After this the Resident, (Jolonei Lodwick, waited on me, and asked if I 
intended to send any one to England ; to wliich I replied, that misunderstand- 
ings had existed for four years, and that no arrangement appearing likely to 
be made, T was preparing to send an agent to your J Jonourable ( 'ourt, and that: 
1 would eonimunieatc wlicn lie was ])re]xn*ed to go. On this tlie Resident 
said I was doing what was improj)er ; tliat Bajee Row's fate' would be mine; 
and many ether such disrespt?ctful ex[)r(!ssions. Snbseqiuait to tins the 
Residenl sent for the agents appointed to comnumieate with him, and told 
them, that as 1 had determined to send to England, I was to tinder stand that 
the En^Ush GovcrtitnaU was tww at ctmitfy with me; on tin’s 1 addressed a note 
to tlie Resident, but having received no answer to it, letters were in conse- 
quence being prepared by Govind Row Wittirl to send to Jingland ; wlien, 
about two memths afterwards, on tiic 7th of October, 1836, the Resident 
having dra^vll out his troops and artillery, and sent Keeby (his own agent) on 
liefore, waited on me, while 1 was engaged in my devotions (in which 1 was 
interrupted), and desired me to send Govind Row to him that lie might 
inquire of him concerning some attempts to seduce the sepoys. 1 replied 
that theie was no occasion to make sucli a stir as he had thought proper to do 
al>out the mutter, as I should at once have sent (iovind Row (m being 
apprized of his wisif to tliat effect. Govind Row was then ordered to wait 
on the Resident, who j)ut liiin in confinement, on verbal testimony, and 
witliout any written proof of his guilt. Tills proceeding is entirely to bo 
attributed to his having been engaged as above stated, in preparing letters for 
Ihigla nd. 

Such was tlie course that was adopted; and it is fitting that an inquiry 
should be instituted to ascertain who were the fabricators of such calumnies. 

Having acted tluis unjustly towards me, this calumny (that of seducing the 
sepoys) was propagated by those who liad clone so, in the hope that it might 
so ojicrate to my prejudice as not only to prevent yunr Honourable Court, her 
Majesty's Government, and the Governor General from giving credence to 
the representations of my agents concerning my grievances, but also procure 
• a confirmation of all iho injustice which I had received at their hands. 

Before Mr. Willoughby, the Political Secretary to Government, the Resident, 
Coloiud Lodwjtdv, and Colonel Ovans, entered on the investigation of tliiJ^ 
calumny, I expressed my wish that some one on my part sliould be present 
, during the inquiry, but this was not complied with ; but after they had con* 
cludeci, they sent for me to shew me their proceedings, when I requested j 
t tliey w'ould give me copies of the depositions, and that they would, before ; 
Ic^aving Sattara, inform me of the determination they had conie to on the case. | 
They, liovvevcr, departed without cither visiting me or giving me copies of the ; 
depositions ; and 1 cannot say. what they may have thought proper to do in j 

.. secret] 
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secret. On my going at that time to the Residency, I gave the Commis- 
sioners a note, the purport of which was, to request that the English Govern- 
ment would impose its commands on me, to undertake some duty which 
might give me an oj)portunity of proving my fidelity and innocence ; or 
require me to make over to it all my property, aiK^ sec whether [ would not 
surrender the same in good faith ; or even assume my country till it was 
satisfied of my fidelity, and that I would offer no objections; since I only 
valued the friendship of the English Government, my dignity and cliaracter, 
and coveted nothing else. This note was dated 29th October, 

Subseciuently, on my sending the usual Dussera dresses to the ilonourablc 
the Governor, by one of my court attendants, I requested him to make a 
comnjunicatioii to the Governor; but the dresses were not received, nor was 
an interview accorded to my agent. 

After the dresses had been kept for three months, they were sent back with 
a message, that the (iovernor was displeased. 

Colonel Lodwick, tlie Resident, liad personally slated to me that I was not 
to make any rcprest'nfations but through the Resident, and that 1 should 
write to him wlralever I had to say, and that he would send my communica- 
tions to sucli ol’ the English authorities as they ouglit to be submitted to. 
Under this assurance I pnq^ared a note of fifteen paragraphs on the 23rd 
March, 1837, and s(?nt it to the Resident; but it was returned by him, with 
a nicssage, to say, tlvat if I would exj)unge all that it contained, except three 
paragraphs, lu* would receive it, hut that he could not take it as it was. A 
new note was in consecinenec prepared. In this 1 stated that I possessed a 
note from -Mr. Jil[)liinstone authorizing me to make communications inde- 
])endent of llie Resident, and that 1 had before made such communications 
through English gentlemen, as well as through an agent deputed by myself ; 
that this ]>raetice continued up to the termination of Sir John Malcolm’s Guvern- 
nieiit, and that I liad accordingly rc<[uested Dr. Milne, an English gentleman, 
to coiijinunicato on this matter, and to repair to me, to inform himself on the 
subject; but that now it seemed to be the jileasurc of the English Govern- 
™ent not to respect the authority (juoted (that of Mr. 151phinstone) ; and as 
Colmicl Lodwick refused the note with fifteen paragTa}>lis, I sent it to Dr. 
Mihu‘, with a letter'to tlie address of the Governor, Sir Rob(’rt (ilrant, with 
instructions to give it to him. This, too, the Governor refused to receive, as 
well as to hear any thing about it. In consequence of this, I einployt^d Dr. 
Milne to comimmicate, on my part, all that had occurre^^ to your Honourable 
Court and the (joverumeiit at Calcutta. 

Subsequently, Colonel Lod'wick was succeeded in the Residency by Colonel 
Ovans, wlio, at the first interview with me, requested that I would communi- 
cate on all ])oints without reserve with him ; and assured me that he would 
not follow the example of Colonel Lodwick; on which I begged if he should 
at anytime ejitertain suspicions of me, or if anyone should endeavour to pre- 
possess him against me, that he Avould, after satisfying himself l>y written 
proofs, make the same known to me, when, should 1 be satisfied of the facts 
charged, I would not fail to punish any one who might be in fault ; but with- 
out giving tjic least attention to this request, and witliout even previously com- 
municating his intention to me, he, on the verbal information of iny enemies, 
cau.sed the following persons of my court, viz., Bulwunt Row ChitnavCes, Diii- 
kur Row Mohiteh Sena Kurte, Pudema Kur Ragonath Piirarkiir, and * 
Rowlajee Naik Kaskur, to be placed in confinement, and otherwise subjected 
them to whatever he thought proper. Such has been the course ])ursucd by 
Colonel Ovans. I therefore beg, that an inquiry may be instituted to ascer- 
tain how evil-disposed persons have fabricated false accusations against mie. 

V ere I to endeavour to inquire into this, no one, from fear of your Honourable 
L^nirt s powerful Government, would give me information, for I could not 
‘Afford protection to any one who would state the truth. On this account * 
every one is paralysed with fear. Nevertheless, without any persuasion on my 
PJirt, a few persons have ventured to come forward of their own accord, and 
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SATTARA given me information ; and if they were interrogated, your Honourable Court 
papers. would understand how these calumnies have been got up. 

Letter from the Some of these persons have told me they could produce proofs of what they 
Cwrto^Directors stated, but as they and their informants had been subjected to imprison- 

To Nov. 1838. ’ nient they have been afra^^ to do so ; while others, from the same cause, have 
been prevented from communicating with me. I represented all this to your 
Honourable Court, as well as to the Governor General ; but at such a distance, 
I cannot tell whether your Honourable Court, or his Lordship, fully compre- 
hended what was stated. I endeavoured to make Doctor Milne conversant 
with the matter ; and he also, repeatedly, made representations, but in conse- 
quence of the rule that I was not to be allowed personal intercourse, I have 
not been able to converse with that gentleman — and for this reason he may 
have misunderstood, and even misrepresented my affairs; 1 therefore hope 
permission may be granted for Doctor Milne to visit me. 

Mr. Elphinstoiie is aware of what took place w'ith regard to the Nimbalkur 
while Colonel Briggs was Resident. Mr. Elphinstono being then in the 
country, justice was done in the case ; but had he not been in this country, and 
had gentlemen like those now in power been in liis place, the same result would 
have been experienced in tliat affair, as now in others. In Mr. Elphinstone's 
time 1 was treated witli coQrtcsy, and the principles by which my conduct 
was regulated were known ; but after the departure of Sir John Malcolm and 
Colonel Robertson, the Resident, I have experienced the contrary to be the 
case, although my conduct has in all respects been the same, and influenced by 
attachment to your Honourable Court's Government, from the days of Mr. 
Elphinstone up to this time. And yet it has come to pass tliat your Honour- 
able Court's servants have been unable to distinguish the true complexion of 
my conduct ; but no well-informed agent of your Government remains, so 
that, knowing nothing of the truth, they lend their ears, and give credence to 
any thing tliat interested men may tell them, acting as they list upon 
erroneous iinjircssioiis, while every day they go on further and further in error ; 
and it has become notorious that I have suffered severely from the treatment 
1 have experienced. 

The people of this country view me with hostile feelings, because 1 attached 
myself lirinly to the Britisli Government, and thereby interfered with the 
objects which they had at heart; owing to this I can only now maintain my 
position, through the friendship and support of the British (iovermnent; and 
the wish which I sincerely cherish is to avoid every thing that may, in any- 
wise, tend to the injyry of the British Government, between which and iiiy 
family friendship has always existed. 

Your Honourable Court having taken all this into consideration, can act 
as you see fit. Evil-minded and disreputable people, forgers, and liars, 
having conspired and given birth to all kinds of wicked machinations, endea- 
vour to establish them as truths; but well-informed and honourable and 
upright men are convinced that 1 have done your Honourable Court’s (iovern- 
meut no injury, and never deviated from the most disinterested line in my 
conduct towards the Honourable Company. If due weight be given to these 
facts, the schemes of my enemies will fail. But if they arc disregarded, then 
they will accomplish what they please. Great and just governments and 
experienced men must, on examination, admit the truth of these observations; 
and while they cannot hesitate to punish such evil-disposed and inimical 
persons, not only to maintain their own reiiutation for justice, but also to 
inspire general confidence, they will be kind to persons of high station, 
looking to their rectitude. Such in times past has been the practice of truly 
great and powerful monarebs, whose memory is justly held in veneration. 
The Almighty has now given the government of this land into your Honour- 
able Court’s hands, and I am therefore a suitor to your Honourable Court for 
justice. 

If persons of high and ancient families do not forsake their honourable prin- 
ciples, and thereby entail disgrace on their reputation, it is incumbent to act 

towards 
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towards them accordingly ; for such individuals when treated with high con- 
sideration by those possessed of eminent station and authority, are thereby 

the more confirmed in their honourable course. ' r ^ 

Letter from the 

Powerful governments derive great fame from acting on such principles, Ex-ttaja to the 
while to those who suffer from a disregard of them, death is preferable to life. 

Forgetting what is due to ancient lineage, and for ease and subsistence to yield 
to disgraceful treatment, is the part of base people, for noble persons can 
never resign themselves to any treatment calculated to detract from their good 
name. Every one of God’s creatures is cared for by Him. On his providence 
I place my dept3ndencc, and I do not look beyond liim. So let the English 
Government do whatever, on consideration, it may judge best. I have always 
conducted myself with a due regard to the high reputation of my ancestry, 
and therefore I rely that I shall continue to enjoy the friendship of the English 
Government. Your Honourable Court may rest assured I shall never act likc 
others ; T therefore entreat that I may be early favoured with such a decision 
on this appeal as shall preclude the possibility of my being* constantly sub- 
jected to difficulties. 

Having taken into my consideration how every thing connected with my 
situation may always be made known to your Honourable Court, 1 would sug- 
gest that, after the present misunderstandings are adjusted, in order to place 
your Honourable Court in possession of authentic information, ])ermission bo 
granted to depute agents, and to communicate in writing, to your Honourable 
Court. Unless such an arrangement be sanctioned it is impossible to foresee 
what may arise from causeless suspicions. 

I entreat your Honourable Court to grant me a reply to this request, with 
the same despatch that would be used in disposing of any urgent case con- 
nected with your own interests, for I anxiously wisli to be informed of* your 
Honourable Court’s sentiments on the subject. 

A long time has now elaj)sed, and I have therefore deputed M. Dc Waal- 
mar,* Eshwunt Row Raja Sirkey, and Bhugwunt Row Wittul to yonr Hon- 
ourable Court, and they will have the honour of representing every thing to 
your Honourable Court, 1 entreat yonr Honourable Court to take their state - 
ments into your consideration, and to favour me with your decision. 

I would conclude by reminding your Honourable Court, that your function- 
aries in this country have subjected me to great hardships ; and that I have 
therefore employed several persons to apprize your Honourable Court of this 
fact. 1 think it necessary to state this to your Honourable Court, lest y<»u 
should be surprised at so many having been employed. * The same facts will 
be stated by all, so that no objection need be started on that score. 1 beg 
that your 1 loiiourable (vourt’s answer may be sent through my Vakeels. 

What more can I say to your Honourable Court ? 


SATTARA 
PAPERS. , 


Seal of 

His Highness. 


LETTER FROM J. C. MELVILL, ESQ., TO THE VAKEELS OF Letter from 
THE EX-RAJA OF SATTARA, J.c. Melvill, Egq. 

’ . to the 

naud Utk Dec. 1839. 

. Gentlemen, — In reply to your letter of the 26th ultimo, and to the letter 
therein referred to of the same date, I am commanded by the Court of Direc- 
tors of the East India Company, to inform you that the subjects of those let- . 
ters have been brought under the Court’s notice by the Government of Bombay, 

and* 


* His Highness afterwards resolved not to send this person to England. 
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and that the Court’s decision upon them will be communicated to that Govern- 
ment. 

1 am. 

Gentlemen, 

Your most obedient humble Servant, 

(Signed) James C. Melvill. 

To Eshwunt Row Raja Sirkey, Bhugwiint Row Wittul, 
and Meer Af/all Alee. 

East-Iiulia 1 louse, 

14th Dec. 1839. 


LETl'ER FROM THE VAKEELS OF THE EX-RAJA OF SATTARA 
TO THE HON. COURT OF DIRECTORS, 

Dated 7iii January, 1840. 

Honourable Sirs, — We have thehonour to acknowledge Mr. Secretary Mel vill's 
letter, dated the 14th instant, intimating that the Government of Bombay, 
having' addressed yourllonourableCourt on the subjects brought under your con- 
sideration by us, your Honourable Court would communicate yourrcj)ly to that 
Covennnent ; and wo hasten to inform your Honourable Court that this dctcr- 
iniiiatiou to keep us in ignorance of your sentiments on the a[)peal which we 
have preferred on behalf of his Highness the Raja of Sattara, has not only 
occasioned us great present disappointment, but may in the sequel be attended 
witli much inconvenience, and on these grounds we l>eg leave respectfully to 
express our hope that your Honourable Court may be pleased to reconsider the 
same. 

As tlie agents of liis Highness tlic Raja of Sattara, wc liope that it will be 
considered in no respect inconsistent either with your Honourable (Court’s 
authority, or with what we may reasonably claim (setting courtesy out of the 
question; from the justice of your Honourable Court, that your decision sliould 
be communicated to us, as well as to the authority in India, against which his 
Highness Ims been obliged to appeal. 

We consider the acteption of this course as due to his Highness, even should 
yourllonourableCourt direct an investigation to be gone into in India; but 
should you be disposed, without further question, to contirm the proceedings 
of the Government of Bombay, wc then think that even more is indispensably 
re(|uisitc. In such a case, which we can hardly conceive to be likely, the 
smallest concession which your Honourable Court can make to even-handed 
justice is, fully and unreservedly, to cominiujicaft to us every opinion of your 
Government, and every circumstance and fact which may l3y it and by yonr 
Honourable Court be deemed lb make against his lligliness, and to await the 
views we may offer on these subjects, and the arguments and information 
which we may be able to adduce belorc the transn^sion of your orders 
to India. 

W(; cannot, it is true, supply the place of a fair inquiry on the spot, for 
nothing hut this can fully unravel and expose the machinations and conspirar 
cies to which his Higliness has so long been exposed ; but we feel satisfied 
that we. shall still be able to do enough to convince your Honourable Court 
that the facts, arguments, and conclusions, on which your Government rests 
its case against his Highness are not unanswerable ; and surely if apprized 
that there is oven a likelihood that they can be answered, your Honourable 
, Court will consider it due to your own reputation to not decide against oui 
prayer for a full and impartial inquiry, without referring- the whole case, 
as now before your Honourable Court, to our examination and scrutiny. 
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If, in such a discussion, we may allude to any thing of a personal nature, 
we would say, that even in regard to ourselves, the course wc thus consider it 
our duty to recommend is essentially requisite; for although the order of your 
Honourable Court should direct a just inquiry to be instituted in India, we 
shall, if they are not communicated to us, be obliged to remain in attendance 
on your Honourable Court till the receipt of orders from that country; 
whereas, if your Honourable Court should impart them to us, we would at 
once return to Bombay. 


SATTARA 

PAPERS. 

Letter from the 
£x- Raja's Vakeels 
to the Court of 
Directors, 

7 Jan. 1840. 


In thus submitting our sentiments on the reply we have received, we would 
add, that we do so with great reluctance, because, in every possible case, w e 
wish to conform to the wishes of your Honourable Court. In the present 
instance, however, as an adherence by your Honourable. Court to your inten- 
tion to keep us in ignorance of your llonourable Court’s sentiments on the 
important subjects under discussion miglit be productive of much detriment to 
the just rights and interests of his Highness, we should consider ourselves 
guilty of a great dereliction of our duty, were we to allow any consideration to 
influence us to conceal our opinions, and thus to induce a belief that we 
now are, or in the sequel are likely to be, in any respect disposed to acquiesce 
in the procedure thus contemplated by your Honourable Court. 

Wc avail ourselves of the opportunity wdiich submitting this communication 
affords, to supply an omission in our letter under date the 2Gth November last, 
ill not on that occasion offering a few observations in explanation of some of 
the passages of his Highness the Raja of Sattara’s letter to your Honourable 
Court, dated the lOtli of November, 1838, which contained our credentials as 
Vakeels, and which we had the honour to submit to your Honourable Court 
with that cornuiunicatioii. 

In the first place, we would take the liberty to point the attention of your 
Honourable Court to the evid('ncc wdiich that address furnishes, of the consis- 
tency of sentiments and priri(‘i|)les of liis Highness, as evinced in the rejection 
of the only condition on which the ( lovcrnmciit of Bombay w^as walling to allow 
his Highness to retain his principality. In that address, which your Honour- 
able Court will observe was penned so long ago as the. 10th of November, 1 838, 
his Highness slates, alluding to individuals, whose honourable conduct eom- 
ports with their high and ancient lineage, — Such individuals, when treated 
“ with high consideration by tliose possessed of eminent station and authority, 
“ are more and more confirmed in tlieir honourable course ; while to those who 
“ suffer from a disregard of the. principles which such consideration suggests, 
“death is preferable to life. Forgetting wliat is due to ancient descent, and 
“ for ease and subsistence, to yield tu disgraceful treatment, is the part of base 
“jicpple; for noble persons can never put up with any conduct calculated to 
“ detract from their good name. Every one of God’s creatures is cared for by 
“ him ; and on his providence I place my dependence — 1 look not beyond 
“ him — so let the English (xovernment do whatever, on consideration, it may 
“judge best.” We take the liberty to place this passage before your Honour- 
able Court, as, written as it was. so long previous to the misfortunes that have 
lately overtaken him, it proves that his Highness’s rejection of a mode of ter- 
minating the discussions between the English Government and himself, which 
would have attached abstain to his Highness’s good name, and called in ques- 
tion Ifis fidelity to his engagements, was not the result oif any impulse of the 
moment, but of the fixed determination of his Highness, who, conscious of his 
innocence, could not be induced to yield his consent to any propositions cal- 
culated to impeach his reputation, either in the estimation of your Honourable 
Court, whose goo^ opinion he prizes so highly, or of his owm mind. At the 
same time, however, that his Highness acted on this commendable — this noble 
principle — he did not require that his convictions were to be received by your 
Government as proof of his rectitude, but begged that his whole conduct 
♦might be subjected to the test of an open and impartial investigation, to which 
ms Highness stfould be a party, and offered to abide by the result. This, 
.however, has been refused; and the authority which denied to his High- 
.ness S; solemn assertions any credit, proceeded to the most extreme measures, 
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His Hig^hness also alludes, in his letter to your Honourable Court, to the 
fact that some of his enemies, having lent money to his Highness’s Jagheerdars, 
have been induced, in order to free themselves from the check which his High- 
ness’s control imposed in preventing their alienation of the lands and revenues 
of the estates of tluur debtors — to which his Highness is the eventual suc- 
cessor — to lend themselves to the object of accornplisliing his Highness’s ruin. 
It is, we feel convinced, certain, that a strict iiKjuiry as to how the (juestioii 
of the jurisdiction of his Highness over certain Jagheerdars came to be 
agitated (and was so perscveringly maintained, even after the orders of your 
Honourabl(‘ Court), would shew, that it originated with Ballajee Punt Nathoo, 
a person who has occupied a prominent position in all the measures of per- 
secution against his Jiigliiiess; and who, finding his Highness would be a 
great obstacle to his designs on the jaglieor of the Punt Suchew — to whom he 
had lent a large sum of money — first desired to withdraw that property from 
his Highness’s jurisdiction; and subsequently perceiving that his Highness 
was not likely to submit to such an invasion of his rights, then entered on tlic 
course wliich has since been ])ursued. Accordingly, this person was at Sat- 
tara during the inquiry into the charges whicli were investigated l)y a (Com- 
mission, consisting of the late and present Resident, and the i)rescnt Secretary 
to your (Tovcniment in tlic Political I>e|)artment ; and took an active part in 
the j)roeeediiigs of that O)minission. He has ever since, it may he added, 
remained at Sattara; and now he is the chief adviser, if not the Alinistcr, of 
his Highness’s brother. 

This person, we think it necessary also to apprize your Honourable Court, 
had long, on other scores, indulged no kindly feeling to his Highness; for 
instance, he has never forgotten that his Jiighiiess did not constitute him his 
minister (whieli office he greatly desired) on his accession ; and he has been 
long actuated by another deadly feud, in which all tlic lirahmins of the Deccan 
Joined; and whicli owed its origin to his Highness having declined to prevent 
or interfere with the Prabhoo sect, of which Ballajee Punt, the cx|)elli*d (Jhit- 
navees, is the head, from celebrating certain religions ceremonies, which the 
Brahmins assert, they only should perform. This refusal, caused on his High- 
ness’s part by a desire, whicli the then Resident approved, not to mix liiinself 
up in a polemical dispute, rendered his Highness obnoxious to the hatred of 
all the sacerdotal order ; and to it, therefore, may he also ascribed many of the 
machinations under which both his Highness and the Cliitnavces now suffer. 


We would next offer a few observations on that passage in his Highness’s 
letter, whicli ailudes to what occurred while Mr. Elphinstone was in India, 
in regard to the case of the Nirubalkur jaglicer. There was a dis|)ute in 
regard to the succession to this jaglieer, in which Colonel Briggs, then Resident, 
opposed the wishes of his Highness; in consequence of which, an agent was 
deputed to communicate direct with Mr. Elphinstone, who, on being thus in- 
formed of all tlie facts of the case, desired that his Highness’s wishes sliould 
be carried into effect. His Highness mentions this case, with the desire of 
shewing your Honourable Court, that Mr. Elphinstone not only made no 
objection to receiving such agent, but, as is stated in another part of liis 
address to your Honourable Court, autliorized his Highness, in a written coin- 
inunication, to have recourse, when similarly requisite, to such a medium of 
communicating his wishes. 


This conduct of the Honourable Mr. Elphinstone, we would beg your 
Honourable Court to contrast with that which your Government has lately 
observed towards his Highness, in not only not carrying out your Honourable 
Court’s orders on the subject of bis Highness’s Jagheerdars, but refusing all 
communication on the subject, except through the Resident, although that 
gentleman had declared, that he had made repeated applications to the 
“ Government on the subject.” • 

We would embrace this opportunity to advise your Honourable Court that, 
by the last mails, we have received advices from India, that his Highness’s 

papers 
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papers have been seized by your Honourable Court’s officers, and submitted 
to a rigid examination. On this we would remark, that the very fact of his 
Highness’s papers having been left behind, when his Highness could not but 
be aware of the fate that awaited him, and when he could have destroyed j 
them all, is a proof that they do not contain evidence of guilt; and no doubt 
the result must have satisfied your Government of this fact. There may have 
been found among the seized records, the advice and recommendations of his 
Higlmoss’s friendsj and evidence of his Highness’s own plans as to liow he 
should proceed, both to obtain redress for a violation of lus rights and also to 
extricate himself from the painful circumstances in which he had been ])laced, 
without any fault of his own, because he persisted in requiring that justice 
might be awarded to him ; there may have been found •if>roofs of tlie exertions 
and anxieties occasioned by his being obliged to struggle with a powerful 
opponent, who, while it imposc^d no restrictions on its own conduct, or on 
the range or manner of its own investigations, in order to establish proofs of 
guilt against his Highness, looked on every efibrt by his Highness, in self- 
defence, as a crime ; but we are satisfied that no ])roof of hostility to the 
English ( Jovernment, either in act or inienU no breach of the sj%rit of the 
treaty, can be found. 

w'ould further respectfully stale, that wc have also advices from India, 
which detail various acts of op|)rcssion overr the servants of his Highness’s 
government, all without trial, to establish guilt, by the authorities at present 
existing at Sattara — Ballajee Punt Nathoo, Abba Parisnees, Eshwunt Row 
Foujdar, and others of the cabal, whose machinations elfecled the downfal 
of liis Higlincss, and who, as the managers under his Highness’s brother, 
are now sating their vengeance, and already reaping the harvest of their 
villauies. 

’^riic liereditary office of Cliitnavees has already been bestowed on Eshwunt 
Row Foujdar, as a reward for his share in the plot, although contrary to the 
custom in regvird to hereditary offices, which respects the right of succession by 
lineal and collateral heirs, even if the actual incumbent should be convicted of 
treason. Abba I'arisiiees also has been entrusU;d with high duties, and many 
old servants liave beciv removed, to make way for relatives and dependents 
of the conspirators, thus widening the circle of distress, by including in it 
parties, who, even were his Jlighuess guilty, could have had no share in his 
treachery. 

The directing spirit in all this system of oppression is stated to be Rallajee 
Punt JNathoo, who presides over affairs (as he formerly did over the cabal j as 
the chief adviser, or, as before said, the minister of his Highness’s brother. 

We leave it to your Honourable Court to decide whether it is even decent 
that those ivho have hif their plots brought about the degradation of his Highness, 
should thus be brought forward in high office, immediately after his downfal, 
as it were to reward them for bringing that measure to pass. Appa Sahib, if 
not the chief, at least the chief tool of the cabal, occupies his Highness’s sta- 
tion ; and the principality is handed over to the keejung of the worthy ])artners 
ill his treason to his brother, and his prince! With such advantages ill pro- 
spect, it ceases to be matter of Avonder, that no effort, however infaniuiis, was 
spared, that, was likelj'^ to bring them within reach. Of his Highness’s bro- 
ther we have hitherto avoided saying anything: wlien, however, inquiry is 
conceded, it will be proved that Appa Sahib has long returned undeviating 
kindness with ingratitude, and has not hesitated to entertain treasonable ' 
designs, as well as to do all that was in his power, to give them effect against 
the rights of his Highness. 

^Vepray that God may so guide the counsels of your Honourable Court, as 
tn induce you authoritatively to require, that such an impartial inquiry may 
forthwith be instituted, as shall enable your Honourable Court to judge, on 
the clearest evidence, whether your Government had any warrant, cither in , 
.justice or good policy, for the rigorous measures to which it has resorted. 

Ins is all we require, and we are satisfied that, this conceded, all the charges 
• which 
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which have been adduced against his Highness, will be dispersed as mist under 
the sun at noon-day. 

We cannot allow ourselves to think that any consideration for what has been 
done, any aversion to disturb an order of things which owes its existence to 
the basest intrigues and most groundless suspicions, will influence your Ho- 
nourable Court to refuse an opportunity to his Highness, to shew that your 
(iovcrnment’sgood opinion should never have been withdrawn from him ; nor, 
if he succeeds in doing so, to give him the most ample redress for the grievous 
wrongs he has sustained. The whole affair is in your Honourable Court's 
hands. Your (iovernment’s acts have no validity until sanctioned by your 
Honourable Court. The final responsibility, therefore, rests with your Ho- 
nourable Court ; and ^e feel confident your Honourable Court will disregard 
every suggestion, even remotely, calculated to interfere with your redemption 
of that responsibility, in such a way as shall exhibit your Honourable Court’s 
])reference of justice over every other consideration. The decision which your 
Honourable Court may come to, will, as has the act to which it will relate, be 
subjected ^o the severe test of public opinion in India; which, it would be 
<5asy to convince your Honourable Court, has formed a right judgment on this 
subject. Our countrymen are keen-sighted, and feel acutely in such matters ; 
though your Honourable Court may seldom, at such a distance, be able to 
perceive this: and the public impressions, whether favourable or adverse, to 
any measures of Government, are, when once formed, not easily effaced. 
Public attention has been strongly drawn to his Highness’s case, and we would 
respectfully assuie your Honourable Court, that your good name all over 
India is involved in the determination you may come to. 

Every one is aware, that your Government has been the aggressor through- 
out; that the evidence against his Highness has not only been withheld from 
him, but is luirte ; and that in one instance it is a notorious fact, that the 
name of the priiicij)al witness against his Highness has been withheld from the 
face of the proceedings on which his Highness has been condemned. The 
measures of your Government are open to many other serious and insur- 
mountable objections, such as would not for a moment be permitted in this 
free country in tlie case of the meanest of her Majesty’s. subjects ; of which, if 
any proof were wanting, wc might refer to the trials for higli treason now 
going on at Monmouth, and llic fact of tlie counsel for the accused having 
taken an objection to tlie proceedings, on the ground that the prisoner had not 
been duly furnished with a list of the witnesses to appear against him. 

On these grounds, wc beg leave to renew our protest against the eonfir- 
ination, by your Honourable Court, of the acts of your Bombay Government, 
and earnestly request your Honourable Court will be pleased to intimate to us 
at your earliest convenience the result of your deliberations on this our humble 
a|)j»eal for justice on behalf of his Highness the Raja of Sattara, as well as 
your Honourable Court’s answer to his Highness’s address of the 10th of No- 
vember, 1838, agreeably to his Highness’s request therein contained. 

We have the honour to be. 

Honourable Sirs, 

Your most obedient humble servants, 

Ehswunt Row Raja Sikkey, and 
Bhugwunt Row Wittul, 

Vakeels of Shreemunt MaharaJ Raja Shree Purtab Sew Chuttraputtee. 

Meer Afzall Alee, 

Vakeel to the Maharaj Chuttraputtee of Sattara. 

London, No. 34, George Street, Euston Square, 

7th January, 1840. 



PETITION FROM MEER AFZALL ALEE, VAKEEL OF THE EX- 
RAJA OF SATTARA, TO THE COURT OF DIRECTORS, 
Dated 14/A September, 1840. 

To the Honourable the Court of Directors of the East India Company. 

Humbly Sheweth, 

That your petitioner arrived in this country in December, 1 838, duly accre- 
dited by his Highness of Sattara, to bring under the consideration of your 
Honours^ble Court the unfortunate differences then existing between his High- 
ness and your Government in India; but your petitioner did not address your 
Honourable Court for many months subsequently to his arrival, in conse- 
quence of assurances that Sir James Carnac would amicably adjust all the 
existing differences with the Sattara state. 

The disasters which have since befallen the unfortunate Prince of Sattara, by 
his deposition from tlie throne of his ancestors; the seizure and confiscation 
of his private property ; and the prince himself consigned as a prisoner to 
llenares, has had the eftect of placing your petitioner in extreme difficulty, if 
not degradation, and almost want (were it not for the bounty of private friends). 

That your j)etitioner feels called upon to declare, in the most unqualified 
manner, to yonr Honourble Court, that the statements made by the Indian 
Government against your petitioner, in reference to the Pacha of Egypt (as 
ai)peiirs by the papers now made public), are without a shadow of foundation ; 
for your petitioner can most solemnly declare, that he never saw the Pacha 
on his way to this country through Egypt; nor has he seen nor communicated 
with any officer in the Pacha's confidence ; nor, to the best of your petition- 
er’s recollection, has he ever hcaj-d the unfortunate Prince of Sattara mention 
tlie name, or speak of the government of the Pacha. Your Honourable Court 
may therefore imagine, that if any doubt existed on the mind of your peti- 
tioner as to the innocence of his Highness, it would have been fully removed 
by finding that these gross and gratuitous calumnies had come from the same 
sources of accusation as those which have led to the deposition and ruin of his 
sovereign. 

That the extreme disappointment which your petitioner has officially met 
with in England, together with a residence in this climate of nearly two years, 
has so affected the health of your petitioner, that he is compelled, as the only 
chance of recovery, to return in sorrow to India ; a step which, situated as the 
Sattara Government now is, your petitioner has not the means of undertak- 
ing, without your Honourable Court will considerately advance to him, on 
account of the Sattara state, the sum of seven hundred pounds (£700) to pay 
the travelling expenses of himself, secretary, and three servants ; and to dis- 
charge certain debts that have been unavoidably contracted in providing neces- 
saries for your petitioner and his establishment ; and which your petitioner had 
every hope he would be able to fully discharge, on holding communication 
with his sovereign; but even that, your petitioner understands, by his letters 
from Bombay, if not prohibited, is rendered almost impracticable. , Your 
Honourable Court may therefore imagine the extreme difficulty in which 
your petitioner and his people are placed in this foreign laud, by the recent 
decision of your Honourable Court. 

In conclusion, your petitioner can only express a hope, that your Honour- 
able Court will attribute any warmth of expression or difference of opinion 
set forth by your petitioner, to an honest conviction of his rectitude, for 
which he trusts your Honourable Court will rather be disposed to give him 
credit than blame; nor can your petitioner believe that your Honourable 
Court will cause him to suffer as an innocent victim to those changes in the 
Sattara government, consequent upon that exercise of your power, which 
has deprived your petitioner of every other source to which he can appeal 
for assistance. Your petitioner, therefore, trusts that your Honourable 
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Court will render him that aid which he now prays for; and which is abso- 
lutely necessary, not only to enable him to return to India, but to extricate 
him from actual want and degradation in England. And your petitioner, as 
in duty bound, will ever pray. 

•• 

34, George Street, Euston Square, 

14th September, 1840. 


LETTER FROM J. C. MELVILL, ESQ., TO MEER AFZULL ALEE, 

Dated 7 tk October, 1840. 


Sir, — Your petition dated 14th September, requesting an advance of £700 
to enable you to return to India, has been laid before the Court of Directors, 
and in reply I am commanded to inform you that the Court cannot take into 
consideration any such reque.st, proceeding from one only of the individuals 
at present residing in this country, as agents of the late Raja of Saltara. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) Jame.s C. Melvill, 

Secretary. 

To Meer Afzull Alee, 

34, George Street, Euston Square, 

New Road. 


East-India House, 
7th October, 1840. 


LETTER FROM THE VAKEELS OF THE EX-RAJA OF SATTARA 
TO THE COURT OF DIRECTORS, 

Dated Sth February, 1841. 

Honourable Sirs, — As the accredited agents of the dcfiosed and exiled Raja 
of Sattara, we feel it an imperative duty once more to address your Honourable 
Court, ill reference to those proceedings which have led to the dethronement 
and exile of our beloved prince, and to implore the attention of your Hon- 
ourable Court to the few observations we are about to submit for your impar- 
tial and humane consideration. 

The circumstance of his Highness having been systematically kept ignorant 
not only of the grounds of accusation, but of the jmints upon which his con- 
duct has been arraigned, and that in disobedience of the Supreme Government 
of India, are clearly established by the printed papers,* referring to his High- 
ness’s deposition, and will satisfy your Honourable Court that, under such 
unheard of circumstances, it was impossible for either his Highness, or his 
agents, to offer one word in refutation, or explanation, on his alleged crimes. 

The*piiblication, however, of a portion of these papers, with others open 
to reference at the India-House, has disclosed to us a scene of the most cor- 
rupt and deep laid conspiracy, that could possibly have entered the imagina- 
tion of man ; a conspiracy which would never have succeeded had it not 
worked under the supposed countenance of the powerful British Government; 
that opinion being fully supported by those inexplicable proceedings, which we 
shall have occasion briefly to notice, but in doing which, we labour under the 
grievous disadvantage of having now no other sources of reference or informa- 
tion than the ex parte statements now printed, and which have been put forth 
in justification of those authorities, against whose acts we again confidently 
appeal. 

The 

* Vide Governor’s Minute 22nd November, 1838, para. 1. Printed Papers, page 275. 



The enlightened conduct of our unfortunate prince ; his zealous aid in the SATTARA 
furtherance of education, civilization, and the general improvement of his sub- PAPERS, 
jects ; his character for consideration towards his Jagheerdars, with his strong LetteTfrom the 
attachment to your Government ; are circumstances fully and recently re- Ex-Raja\ Vakeels 
corded by your Honourable Court :* whilst the fact of the disaffection of that to the Court of 
large and influential portion of his subjects called Brahmins, consequent on Directors, 
their lost political power, and religious feuds, with his Highness’s declaration ’ ® 
to the late Resident (General Robertson), “ that he had no friends but the 

English,” are circumstances of which your Honourable Court, and your 
Local Governments were fully cognizant, long previously to any misunder- 
standing between the two states;! and are facts which rendered the support 
and countenance of your authorities in Iiidia indispensable to the administra- 
tion of his Highness’s government ; but instead of giving the required counte- 
nance to his Highness, your Bombay Government was by the recorded decision 
of your Honourable Court “on the intent and meaning of the treaty,” guilty 
of a direct breach of one of its stipulations,^ by forcibly depriving his Highness 
(after seventeen years’ uninterrupted possession) of his rights of sovereignty 
over certain jagheers, thereby destroying the power and dignity of his govern- 
ment. ^ 

The natural consequence of this breach of faith on the part of your Govern- 
ment, its culpable neglect in withholding his Highness’s appeals to your 
Honourable Court for justice, with the Governor’s attempt to deceive his 
Highness regarding tlieir transmission,^ was that of proclaiming to the dis- 
affected subjects and enemies of his Highness, the withdrawal of British 
countenance from liis Government; and that the opportunity had arrived of 
successfully entering upon those conspiracies which had been anticipated and 
reported by your own officers. 

The specific charges which Sir James Carnac has recorded against his 
Highness are three in number, and appear to stand in relative importance thus. || 

1st. Unwarrantable and treasonable correspondence with the Portuguese 
Government of Goa for a period of years. 

2nd. That his Highness had intrigued with Appa Sahib tlic ex-Raja of 
Nagpore. 

3rd. That he had countenanced attempts to seduce from their allegiance 
certain jNative soldiers in the service of the British Government. 

Your Honourable Court is aware that the last of tlicsc charges was the first 
put fortli against liis Highness; when after the attention of the authorities in 
India and England had been alanniiigly directed to an imaginary confederacy 
against British power, saitl to be directed by the ruler of Sattara, your Bombay 
Government sent a secret Commission of three British functionaries to the 
capital of this inde])endent State, to virtually try the prince, through the 
medium of his accused minister, and with positive orders that the accused 
parties should not be allowed the benefit of counsel on their defence.^! 

The partial finding of his Highness’s alleged guilt (or, as it is t(‘rmed, coun- 
tenance in tampering with the allegiance of the Native soldiers,) was re*.corded 
by two out of the three member.s of this Commission, their judgment being 
principally founded upon the evidence of a Native officer, and a Brahmin 
named Untajee ; and as a test of the purity of this Native officer’s character 
and evidence, we beg the attention of your Honourable Court to the fact, that 
this person openly admitted before the Commission that he had been guilty of 
perjury by making a false oath, administered by his priest, under all its solein-, 
nities, with the view of enabling him to be a spy and performer in the alleged 
crimes of the Raja, a proceeding which, as expressed by your Government, 

• was 

I P*? Summary of Court's proceedings, minute of (the late) Mr. Forbes- Printed Papers, p.370. 

+ ^*7 Robertson's speech, Asiatic Journal for February last, page 274. 

+ Tw/e General Lodwick’s letter to the Court of Directors, dated 9th October, 1840, para. 42. 

§ Piae General Lod wick's letter to the Court of Directors, dated 9th October, 1840, para. 22. 

m Governor 8 Minute, 19th June, 1839, para. 1. Printed Papers, page 288. 

II toe General Lodwick's letter to the Court of Directors, dated 9th October, 1840, para. 36. 
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only reserved for the purpose of being redovetailed, under the auspices of 
such an opportunity as now presented itself. The chief Native conspirator 
had consequently but to prepare his agents at each place to which he directed 
the Kesident for information, that was invariably produced with a tact and dex- 
terity that satisfied the cupidity of those authorities who had positively de- 
clared the character of their Government was dependent on the issue with the 
Raja ; whilst his TIighncss’.s brother, a man of notorious character, and who 
at first was accused by this Brahminical conspiracy of leaguing in his brother s 
alleged crimes, was now discovered indispensable, with the view of continuing 
the Raj-Residency and Minister. He was consequently made to discover his 
prospect of a crown, pending on his brother’s conviction. He therefore threw 
himself a^' an accuser upon the Resident’s protection, where he was received 
with open arms ; tents were pitched, with a British guard of honour for his 
accommodation, under the eye of his degraded brother and prince ; and to 
consummate tliis unnatural proceeding, the unfortunate Raja was obliged to 
supply this treacherous kinsman with finances from his own treasury. 


Tlic Portuguese government of Goa, ])ossessing a standing army of about 
th?'ee hundred mcn^ wliose latt? Governor, and alleged co-conspirator, had de- 
parted for Euro])e, — and the outlawed ex-Raja ol‘ Nagpore, whose denial of 
crime would command no attention, were the subjects selected as participa- 
tors in tlie plot. His 1 lighness w'as consequently accused of a treasonable 
intercourse with the latter unfortunate chief; whilst it is alleged (and a copy 
])roduced) (hat he hud formerly contracted a treaty with the ex-Governor of 
Goa, by which 30,000 Portuguese were to drive the English out of India, Muth 
other statements too extravagant to obtrude upon your notice ; walk a view, 
however, of giving some character to their proceedings, and to remunerate their 
agents, it was urged upon Sir Robert Grant, who actually directed that re- 
wards should be ofi’ered to those who would confirm his Highness’s guilt 
while a petty state which it is said possessed some written proof of his High- 
ness’s disafi'eetion, was threatened wdth Britisl) bayonets if it did not imme- 
diately produce that which never existed.f 

To enter upon an analysis of the voluminous mass of fifty folios of evidence 
adduced against his Highness, which scorns to have been obtained in quantity, 
with the view of mystifying truth and stifling inquiry, would, in our opinion, 
be an unnecessary obtrusion on the time of your Honourable Court; but 
may here observe, tljat had such evil designs entered the mind of our unfortu- 
nate prince, wlio, your Honourable Court has admitted, possesses great natu- 
ral intellect, and general information, is it consonant wdth common sense 
that he would have selected as his coadjutors, in a conspiracy of such magni- 
tude, those parties who weyro worse than useless in elfecting tlie alleged ob- 
jects he had in view? There might have appeared some semblance of reason, 
had the alleged plots been in conjunction w ith any of the other powerful states, 
from whom assistance might be expected ; but this would have exposed the 
conspirators to that merited punishment that was prudently obviated by 
making the coadjutors of his liiglmess’s alleged crimes (in the intended sub- 
version of British rule in India), an absent governor, and a powerless chief. 


His Highness’s alleged guilt, in connection with the ex-Raja of Nagpore, who 
is a fugitive under the surveillance of the .fond pore government, is founded 
upon a»j unauthenticated letter, said to be written by that chief to his High- 
ness; and it has been most elaborately, though fruitlessly, attempted to be 
proved, that his Highness had sent an old sword inside a musical box to this 
unfortunate fugitive ; these form the amount of accusations, which from their 
nature and magnitude (if even true) require no comment. 

It is, however, the conspiracies with Don Manoel, the ex-Governor of Goa, 
that form the primary charge against his Highness, and which has called forth 
‘ the laborious attention of your Indian Governments to establish as the acme 

of 


* Vide Printed Papers. Govemor^s Minute, dated March 30th, 1837, paras. 8 and 9, page 76. 
t Vide Printed Papers. Mr. Anderson’s Minute (councillor), dated May 22nd, 1838, para- S, 
page 207. 
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of his alleged crimes ; this charge was first brought to notice, under the aus- 
pices of Colonel Ovans, on failure of the Raja’s conviction by the Sattara 
Commission ; and your Bombay Government, with the view to its substantia- 
tion, has produced the oral and written testimony of no less than fifty - f our 
(said to be) sub-agents in the conspiracy ; whose evidence in itself is so im- 
probable and contradictory as to render it, in the opinion of any dispassionate 
mind, utterly useless to the ends of justice. But your Honourable Court will 
observe, that whilst this improbable number of sub-agents and their servants 
(in a secret plot of such magnitude) appear to have been easily obtained, there 
were but two principal agents (Nago Dcorao, and Mahdeo Row Sirkey), who 
are alleged to have negotiated between his Highness and the Governor of 
Goa, and these two persons had hath died about a year previously to the disco- 
very of their employment ; and it is alleged that the fornuT had left amongst 
his effects, the strongest evidence of the Raja'' s guilt : in betters said to have been 
written on his dcatli-bed to his Higluiess ; but unaccountable as it is, it also 
a[>pears that these death-bed productions, whicli are said to have contained a 
dying request to his Highness from the writer, and that on behalf of liis 
family and friend then present, should be discovered about ten months after 
Iiis alleged death, in the Goa lerritorieSy where he is said to have died, and 
that they should have been obtained in that jilaee by a niesseiiger sent direct 
from Colonel OvanSy at a cost to your Government of four hundred rupees f instead 
of their being found in the palace of Sattara, wliithcr the j)arties, still alive, 
would naturally have taken them with a certain expectation of realizing the 
re<iuested favour. 
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Such is the nature of the extraordinary evidence upon which your Indian 
Gt)vernment has consigned, without a hearingy tlie repr(‘sentative of a once 
great and ancient dynasty from the throne of his ancestors, to spend the re- 
mainder of his days an imprisoned exile; but although tlic opportune deatli of 
the alleged principal negotiators of treason between the Goa and Sattara Go- 
vernments has been tlie plea for a less close approximation to the truth, it is 
fortunate for the ends of justice that the other alleged principal in the plot is 
living to bear testimony to his proceedings ; whilst the well-known respectabi- 
lity of Don Manoel dc Portugal e (-astro, as a member of the Royal family 
of Ib)rtugal, and now comptroller of his sovereign’s liousehold, and who was 
Governor General of (ioa. during the whole period of the Raja's alleged in- 
trigues, gives conclusive evidence that the whole is a tissue of falsehood, and 
fully establishes the existence of those conspiracies with winch your Indian 
Governiuent liad been made fully cognizant, and which a careful ])erusa] of 
the ex parte evidence alone would have infallibly conveyed to any impartial 
mind. 


Hearing of the high character of this nobleman and of his presence at Lis- 
bon, we lost no time in addressing him as follows : — 


“ To his Excellency Don Manoel de Portugal c Castro, (late) Governor and 
Captain General of Goa, IJsbon. 

Sir, — The highly important duties upon xvliich we arc engaged in this 
** country, as the representatives of his Highness the ex-Ilaja of Sattara, 
who has lately been deposed by the British Government on charges of dis- 
“ affection and treason against that state, and in which charges your Excel- 
lency’s name is made prominently conspicuous, are circumstances that have 
emboldened us to address your Excellency on a subject so deeply involving 
the honour and happiness of our beloved prince. 

“We take the liberty to state briefly to your Excellency, that our sovereign 
was deposed in September, 1839, by the Bombay Government for an alleged 
“ breach of treaty with that power; imd one of the principal charges against 
“ him is, for secretly combining with your Excellency to subvert the autho- 
“ rity of Great Britain in India. 

, . “ When. 

1 Printed Papers. Governor's Minute, dated May 5th, 1838, para. 28, page 125. 

+ Ihui. page 163, paras. 209, 210. ' ^ ^ 
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When these facts became known, certain influential Proprietors of India 
= Stock, being of opinion that his Highness was unjustly deposed, through the 
machinations of a conspirrfey, carried a resolution at a General Court of the 
■ East-India Company, tliat the correspondence appertaining to the subject 
should be printed, and these papers now printed, testify that which is in- 
compatible with common sense, by attempting to prove that his Highness 
the Raja and your Excellency had for several years held a clandestine in- 
“ tcrcourse, with the view of destroying the British Authority in India. 

“ These papers affirm, that his Highness the Raja had sent clandestinely 
several missions to your Excellency, whilst residing at Goa and Vingorla, 
“ during your Excellency’s government in India, and that your Excellency had 
sent a mission to his Highness at Sattara, under the direction of a person 
“ named llerculuno, these several missions having in view the expulsion of 
“ British power. 

That three original letters (which we are certain will be proved forgeries) 
“ to the address of the Raja bearing your Excellency’s signature, are now in 
“ the possession of the Bombay government, and which letters intimate that 
“ your Excellency had communicated with your sovereign, who was making 
“arrangements to enter on the plot against Great Britain. 

*‘Thcy further state, that a treaty had been negotiated between his High- 
“ ness and your Excellency on behalf of your government, a copy of which, 
“ from the late Sir Robert (xrant’s Minute, now published, is here annexed 
“ for your Excellency’s information ; and it appears by these papers, that your 
“ Excellency had received various sums of money, and presents from his High- 
“ ness during these negotiations, and had arranged for sending to Portugal 
“ one of the Raja’s subjects to represent his Highness's interests at that 
“ Court. 

“ This is a very brief summary of the voluminous papers touching this one 
“ charge, with which wc will occupy your Excellency’s time ; nor would a 
“ subject of less importance have induced us to take such a liberty, but we 
“ feel your Excellency’s testimony alone can disprove statements, which 
“ although beyond the verge of reason or probability, are yet supported by 
“ every species of fraud, the ingenuity and object of which we will not ven- 
“ ture to obtrude upon your Excellency’s attention. 

“ 111 conclusion, we feel confident that the high ])osition your Excellency 
“ fills in your own country, with your well-known character for justice, will 
“ induce your Excellency to favour us with a declaration or statement, if 
“ there was any, and what intercourse your Excellency had with his lligh- 
“ ness ; which document wc are assured by our friends and advisers will be 
“ of the greatest importance on the pending investigation of this case before 
“ the Eust-rndia Company, or British Parliament; wc shall, therefore, hope 
“ that your Excellency may yet have the gratification of knowing that your 
“ unbiassed testimony in the furtherance of truth had the effect of restoring a 
“ noble and high-minded prince from a prison to the throne of his ancestors, 
“ and that other innocent parties, deeply accused in the alleged plots, had 
** through your aid obtained justice. We trust in God for your Excellency’s 
“ speedy reply, and have the honour to be 

Your Excellency’s faithful servants. 
“ No. 67, Upper Berkeley Street, Portman Square, London, 

“ 8th November, 1840.” 

Not having received the expected reply to this communication, (its authen- 
ticity, we understand, having been doubted), we forwarded, through the medium 
of Senhor Antonio Rodrigues of Lisbon, a duplicate translation in Portuguese, 
dated 1st January last, to the ex-Governor of Goa, from whom we immedi- 
ately received the following reply, addressed to the former gentleman to be 
communicated to us, which was done by the transmission of the ex-Governor’s 
original letter, with its following translation in English, for the information of 
your Honourable Court. 

Translatioiu 



AND THE COURT OF DIRECTORS. lOS 

Translation. S ATTAR A 

** Most Illustrious Senhor Antonio Rodrigues, — Having received yester- PAPERS, 
day when I returned home rather late, the letter that you addressed to me, Letterltom th 
enclosing another forwarded from London, it was not consequently possible Ex-Raja's^V^eels 
“ to answer you immediately, which I now do; declaring to you that I am to the Court of 
totally ignorant of the subject of which the letter treats, and therefore Directors, 
am not able to say any thing relative to its contents, hoping from your good- ® 

** ness that you will communicate this to the persons who sent you the above- 
mentioned letter. 

“ Thanking you for your obliging compliments, I take the advantage of this 
occasion to do myself the pleasure to subscribe myself, 

“ Your’s, most respectfully, 

(Signed) Don Manoel de Portugal e Castro. 

** Calvario, 

** 18 de Janoario de 1841.” 

In this document your Honourable Court will discover, with feelings of 
painful commiseration for our unfortunate prince, the most unequivocal 
denial of any knowledge whatever of those circumstances relating to this prin- 
cipal accusation against his Highness, and that from the only person who 
appears left to speak positively on the subject, and tlic only Governor of Goa 
with whom it has been attempted to couple the Raja’s name, but who having 
just left India with the probable cliances of never being again heard of in that 
quarter, tlie adoption of his name was doubtlessly considered the most safe 
and plausible that could be introduced as the principal associate in his High- 
ness’s alleged crimes ; a stratagem which would undoubtedly have succeeded, 
had it not been for the high family and character of this nobleman, which 
has placed him in the prominent ])osition he fills under his own government, 
and consequently open to any further or more particular enquiries that your 
Honourable Court may deem requisite to institute, leaving iit unnecessary for 
us to adduce further evidence of the existence of a conspiracy the truth of 
which cannot but be apparent, even without reference to that conclusive 
document to which we have called the particular attention of your Honour- 
able Court. 

We should, however, be wanting in duty to our unfortunate prince, did we 
not bring under the particular notice of your Honourable Court, the conduct 
of your Bombay Government during these proceedings ; living as his Highness 
did for a period of two years, during which time, shame, as lie terms it, pre- 
vented him from quitting the precincts of his palace, his ministers imprisoned, 
and even his subjects afraid to evince sympathy for their degraded sovereign, 
oppressed and insulted by that ally whose duty it was to liave upheld him, 
and left without confidence or support, save in his own innocence. He con- 
sequently applied to Dr. Milne, an old acquaintance, and late a servant of 
your Indian Government, for his advice and assistance, a favour which was 
only permitted by a reference to the Governor General ; and will it be credited 
by your Honourable Court, that after this obtained sanction of your Supreme 
Government, the subordinate authorities of Bombay secretly imd systematically 
intercepted his Highness's coiifidential communications* with his recognized adviser^ 
but by doing which they only obtained proofs of the Raja’s innocence, and 
his confidence in the ultimate justice of your Honourable Court. 

The next evil which presented itself to his Highness was, that certain of 
his jewels had been stolen, and that others had been exchanged by the officers ' 
in charge of his treasury ; an inquiry into which disclosed to him the fact, 
that his seals of state had, through the corruption of the conspirators, been 
placed at their disposal, and had been applied to papers which, it is under- 
stood, were produced as evidence of the Raja’s guilt. His Highness imme- 
diately arrested and confined the treasurer and his two assistants, who, to 
escape their merited punishment, confessed their guilt. This transaction was^ 

immediately 

* Vide Printed FHpers. Governor's Minute, dated January 25th, 1839, para. 1, page 277. 
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immediately communicated to the Resident and Bombay Government by the 
Raja, urgently beseeching them to institute an inquiry on the conduct of these 
men, whom he might have disposed of in the most summary manner ; yet, to this 
request he never received an acknowledgment, it being regarded by the 
Governor, as expressed in his minute,^ ‘‘ afresh intrigue of the llaja's, with the 
victv of aiding him in his defence ^ these men were consequently left in 
prison until after the deposition of the Raja, when, on condition of their dis- 
avowing their former confession to his Highness, they were released ; one of 
them has, however, after obtaining his freedom, and doubtlessly under feelings 
of moral compunction, come forward, and addressed a letter, dated the 24th 
of June last (the original letter and translation of the same is here appended), 
to the ex-Utija’s agent in London, declaring that he was privy to, and aided in 
purloining the seals of state, for the purpose of using tljein against the Raja, 
having through threats and persuasions been induced to jierpetrate this act of 
treachery by liallajce Punt, the now minister at Sattara, and his brother-in-law, 
Ballajcc Punt Kcbby, tlie Resident’s confidential clerk. 


The arrival of Sir James Oarnac as Governor of Bombay, with the authority 
of your Honourable Court to settle this long pending difference between the 
two states, in whicli it was understood that Sir James wliilst in England had 
considered liis Highness an injured prince, naturally inspired the Raja w’ith 
full confidence that he would obtain a lull inquiry and honourable settle- 
ment. 

It however appears that the atmosphere of the Bombay Council C’hainber, 
where sat the same ex-Governor and Council who had condemned the Raja, 
the same Political Secretary who had been so frequently commended by Iiis 
superiors for his able and lucid summaries on the Raja’s alleged guilt, with the 
same Resident of Sattara who had performed the various inconi])atible characters 
before described, had driven from the new Governor’s mind Iiis preconceived 
opinions when calmly deliberating on documentary evidence as a member of 
your Honourable Court. The Raja’s ruin was consequently st)oii determined 
upon ; by choosing out of the three courses submitted by the Governor to his 
Council, t tliat which was the most .speciously clement, but, to those who 
knew his Tligliness’s character, would lead to his dethronement; some of Sir 
James’s sinister advisers, being doubtlessly aware of the Raja’s emphatic 
declaration to Colonel Lodw'ick on parting with that officer; viz, J will 
‘‘ surrender my territories rather than concede the smallest point until my 

grievances have been heard and redressed.” 


Sir James, on his advisers having, with an extraordinary power of prescience, 
anticipated the Raja’s boldly asserting his innocence and demanding a fair 
inquiry, and having secured the pre-approval of the Governor General to 
the dethronement of the Raja} (if necessary, or whatever course he might 
deem it expedient to adopt), lie proceeded to Poona, where, after some days’ 
intercourse with Colonel Ovans, he left for the Sattara Court, accompanied 
(as his official secretary) by the same Mr. Willoughby who had performed so 
conspicuously in establishing the Raja’s alleged guilt. 

The result might have been anticipated; the day after his arrival, the 
Governor requested the presence of our humiliated prince, who attended in due 
submission, ** and, agreeablij with the Governor's instructions,'^ unattended by 
any one of Iiis ollicers or adiiercnts; when the following is the purport of con- 
ditions that were presented for his acceptance and signature.^ 

'‘1st. That he had been guilty of all the crimes, conspiracies, &c., that had 
" been alleged against him. 

“ 2nd. That he must act up literally to all the stipulations of the treaty of 
" 1819. 

« 3rd. That 

♦ Vide Printed Papers. Governor’s Minute, dated Januaiy 11th, 1839, page 277. 

f Ibid, dated June 19th, 1839, para. 3, page 289. 

t Ibid, dated September 4th, 1839, para. 24, page 307. § Ibid, page 299, para. 22. 
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“ 3rd. That he must banish beyond his dominions Bulwunt Row Chit- 
“ navees, (the old, faithful, and hereditary state secretary of his government). 

“ 4th. That he must provide with finances, on the same liberal scale as 
“ formerly, Appa Sahib (his unnatural brother, who had conspired against 
*• him). 

“ 5th. That he must secure the salaries, pensions, and property to any 
“ number of his subjects whom the Resident might name (that had conspired 
“ and given false evidence against him).” 


SATTARA 

PAPERS. 

• 

Letter from the 
Ex-Raja’s Vakeels 
to the Court of 
Directors, 

8 Feb. 1841. 


Your Honourable Court may imagine his Highness’s dismay ; he, in the most 
solemn manner, assured the Governor of his perfect innocence, and that the 
whole was a conspiracy directed by the principal Brahmin, Ballajee Punt ; he 
implored a full and fair inquiry into his alleged crimes, and placed in the Go- 
vernor’s hands conclusive proofs of the misapplication of his seals (which was 
never noticed). The Governor attempted to reason on his conviction of the 
Kaja’s guilt, and again reiterated his demand, when his Highness declared he 
would never put his name to falsehood ; that if the Governor would but insti- 
tute a fair inquiry into the charges against him, /le would sac rijicc every thing 
but Ids religioTi to meet his views that the first feeling of liis licart wa.s to have 
an opportunity of establishing his innocence. 

We submit to tlic feeling consideration of your Honourable Court, that such 
a strong and admitted presumption of feeling would have impressed most 
minds, if not with the conviction of his Highnes.s’s innocence, with the 
strongest doubts of his guilt, but the Governor s mind appeared prepared for 
what he had to encounter: lie replied, that he had not time to investigate the 
matter ; he was satisfied of tlui Raja's guilt, and if he did not agree to the terms, 
his cletlironemcnt would immediately follow. When our unfortunate Prince, 
seizing at tlie last shadow of hope, begged that the Resident (from whom he 
could expect but little sympathy) might be ordered to examine the evidence 
he would adduce in jiroof of the conspiracy ; this wa.s refiiscd. Tlic Raja per- 
sisted in his iiuioceiice, and fruitlessly besceched inquiry. Finally, when no 
liojie of investigation existed, his Highness declared that no consideration on 
earth would induce him to sign a falsehood. 


The Governor consequently left for Poona to enforce the penalty of the 
Raja's disobedience, when, without further communication, “on the night of 
“ the 4th of September, 1839,” his Highness’s bed-chamber was forcibly en- 
tered by a company of Britisli soldiers, directed through the palace by his 
Highness's unfeeling brother (now Raja), and followed by Colonel Ovans, when 
our noble and unofiending prince was seized while asleep, put into a palan- 
quin, and, with a few devoted followers, was conveyed a prisoner and an exile 
from the dominions of his ancestors, because he would not sign a false and 
infamous admission of a crime which he had never perpetrated ; a proceeding 
which is so ably and feelingly commented upon in the recorded dissent of your 
honourable colleague, Mr. Tucker, in the following words : — “ Guilt would 
have found it easy to accept the conditions proposed, in order to escape 
“ from the threatened penalty. The consciousness of rectitude must be strong 
“ when it impels a man to make a great sacrifice to a sense of honour, however 
mistaken ; and I must own, that 1 cannot regard otherwise than with feelings 
“ of the deepest commiseration that Hindoo, who could resolve to sacrifice a 
principality, to abandon his treasures, to relinquish his home, and to remove 
“ his family to a distant part of the country, rather than make a slight conces- 
sion, which he felt must compromise his character.” 

To the minute of Sir James Carnac, we have naturally referred for some 
tangible grounds to justify his proceedings ; but your Honourable Court will 
observe, that whilst this lengthy document of “ forty-nine paragraphs” is 
speciously indicative of remorse, arising from the invidious duties it attempts 
to explain, yet its most striking characteristics arc, those of special pleading 
^igainst the Raja, instead of being the dispassionate explanation of the repre- 
sentative 

• Vide Prmted Papers. Govenior's Minute, dated 4th September, 18S9, page 299. 



108 


. CORRESPONDENCE BETWEEN THE VAKEELS 


SATTAIIA sentative of a great Government when unwillingly enforcing a retributive 

PAPERS. penalty on a comparatively unimportant state. All the attempted proofs of 

Letterifi^ the Highness’s alleged delinquencies that we can discover in this document^ 
Ex-Raja’fi^vyceels James’s declarations of the Raja’s general guilt; and when called 

to the Court of' upon by his Highness, he does not adduce, in support of his opinions, one 
Directors, instance of oral or documentary evidence that could be considered conclusive. 

8 Feb, 1841, j^mes further states to your Honourable Court, equally unsupported by 

‘‘ proof,” that no treaty will bind the Raja. Did we deem it necessary to 
rebut this charge, we would refer your Honourable Court to Sir James’s 
dispassionate testimony when your Deputy Chairman in 1835 ; he then 
declared that his Highness was a model to all Indian rulers but the 
whole of his Highness’s proceedings are opposed to the Governor’s assertions ; 
for your Honourable Court is aware that the only object of our mission to 
this country, was to obtain redress for the admitted breach of treaty by your 
Bombay Government ; these were the only duties with which we had been 
entrusted, and to impede which your Honourable Court was implored by 
your Bombay Government, neither to receive 7ior countenance us on our arrival 
in Engla7id.'\ 

The real offence, however, of our unfortunate prince, was his not subscrib- 
ing to a guilt, which even had it existed, could on no principle of moral or 
political expediency have been required ; and the effect of which could be no 
other than rendering him despicable in the eyes of his subjects, exposing his 
future government to every insult and conspiracy they might meditate against 
it, and denouncing the conduct of the British Government throughout India, 
as guilty of inflicting an uncalled-for degradation on a helpless and dependent 
ally. But we submit for your Honourable Court’s consideration, what must 
have been the estimated amount of the alleged guilt that was to have been 
entirely obliterated by its mere acknowledgment, and which was to have ren- 
dered his Highness a fit and respected ally for your future government, it can 
be accounted for in no other sense than to secure a virtual indemnity for 
those unjustifiable proceedings just detailed, and which were well known 
to the covert performers in the plot, would be certainly realized either 
through the Raja’s deposition or confession of his alleged crimes to save his 
principality. 

The breach of faith on the part of your Government in the confiscation of 
his Highness’s pro])erty, is another subject to which we crave your Honour- 
able Court’s particular attention ; the pledge made by your Resident on seizure 
of his Highness, “ that his peaceable submission would secure to him his pri- 
“ vate property and an allowance suitable for the support and respectability 
“ of himself and family," are conditions clearly stipulated in your Governor’s 
letter to the Resident, under date the 30th August, 1839:J but in violation of 
these pledges, and of British faith and honour, the whole of his Highness’s 
cash, jewels, furniture, and even flocks, were confiscated ; an outrage never 
contemplated in the proclamation of his Highness's dethronement by your 
Government ; and took place several months after he had been a prisoner in 
the custody of your authorities, and consequently, in person and property, 
entitled to the protection of its laws ; but for a clear exposition of this pro- 
ceeding, we refer your Honourable Court to the able dissent of your Honour- 
able colleague, Mr. Shepherd. § 

Wc are, however, commanded by our exiled prince to intimate to your 
Honourable Court, that his Highness’s numerous sufferings and degradations 
under your Government, a part of which we have briefly noticed, are nought, 
to his mind, in comparison with the inhuman treatment he experienced on his 
journey to exile ; particularly whilst under the authority of the Bombay Go- 
vernment. Your Honourable Court is aware that his Highness’s principal 
companion to exile was his friend and kinsman, Balia Sahib, Senaputtee, 

whose 

* Vide Printed Papers. Court of Director's letter to the Raja, page 370.^ 

t Vide Printed Papers. Governor's Minute, dated February 23nd, 1839, para. 6, page 282. 

f Vide Printed Papers. Governor's letter, dated Au^st SOth, 1839, para. 8, page 390. 

$ Vide Printed Papers. Dissent of Mr. Shepherd, ^ted September 2nd, 1840, page 389. 



whose wife was taken in labour at the commencement of the journey, when his SATTARA 
Highness’s repeated request for a few days’ halt was refust'.d, when the infant PAPERS, 
and its mother were obliged to continue travelling : this led to the serious in- the 

disposition of its father, arising from a mind depressed by a complication of Ex.Rajj's VakeeU 
misfortunes; bis illness increased, when his Highness again implored the to the Court of 
officer in charge of the escort to halt a few days, which was also denied ; when. Directors, 
dreadful to relate, the ex-commander-in-chief of the Sattara forces, and cousin ® 
to his prince, was, at tht close of the march, found dead in his imlanquin; the 
officer’s justification, as communicated to your Honourable Court, being, that 
“ ho considered their request only an excuse for loitering on the road.'’* This 
admitted instance of criminal indifference to the wishes of ouv unfortunate 
prince will give a fair specimen of the tone and feeling that existed against 
Jiis Highness, and of the humiliating and unknown indignities he has other- 
wise painiully endured. 

Tlicsc acts have, in our humble and respectful opinion towards your 
IIonoural)le Court, consummated ])roccedings unequalled in the annals of 
British history in India, by a fearful sacrifice of tliat faith aiid character, 
whose moral influence, under Almighty (rod, has placed you the rulers of 
tliat great Knqiire ; hy concurring in these acts of your Government, you (‘on- 
firm proceedings alike ivpugtraiit to justice and humanity, which had tiieir 
origin through the eiilpahhi encroachment and subsequent neglect of your 
Bombay (ioverninent, Ihllowed by its breach of faith and treaty with a help- 
less ally; and in (extricating itself from lh('. odium of its own culpability 
it employs parti(;s, whose zeal was whetted and judginent w-arped, by the 
prosjieet oi’ persemal advancement; when its final consummation fails nndc^r 
the direction of a man, w'hu, lioweve.r amiable in ))rivate life, had not thci 
moral c(Tnrage to maintain Ins calm and deliberate judgment against the 
tainted opinions of his (-olli^aguos in Council ; but who, wdien doubting the 
pr(tpriety of his proc(?('dings, holds out (by not alluwdng the ]>resent ruler of 
Sattara an ado]>tion) the almost immediate jirospect of a large increase 
to your territorial rcwc’inic in India, j as a boon for the confirmation and 
indemnity of his own conduct. 

But independcnlly of Iris Iligluuxss’s suflerings, we respectfully submit 
there are other grounds upon w hich the character of the British nation demands 
inquiry, with the view of asecTtaiuing' the principle of morality or justice 
by winch it Iras elevated the prijsent ruler of Sattara to a throne. 'Jfie 
character of Aj)[)a Sahib has been long known to ya>ur Honourable (’ourt ; it 
has been coinnienled upon by your Governor General, particularly exposed by 
Major Sutberhmd in his sketches, :j; and equally dcscrilxHl by General I.od- 
wiek, previously to those inisuuderstandings and lastly, lie (Appa Sahib), 
acknowledged himself a conspirator, jl (against British power), to the same 
(’olonel Ovans, who, as Sir .lajues Carnac’s informant, 5[ expressed a high 
opinion of this confessed deliiu[uent ; and notv/ithstanding General Lodwick s 
letters just referred to (wliich must stand amongst the Sattara papers). 

Colonel Ovans declares tliat, after a diligent search of these records, he finds 
nothing against Appa Sahib’s character inconsistencies only equalled by 
the fact, tliat the secret agencies which ruled the destinies of these two 
brothers, who w’^erc lield ecjually culpable in their alleged conspiracies against 
British jiower, had the eficct of consigning the one from the throne of his 
ancestors to a prison, and of elevating the other from disreputable obscurity to 
a throne. 

In conclusion, we again, at the request and on behalf of our exiled 
sovereign, respectfully and earnestly implore that which the meanest of your . 

countrymen 

* Vide Printed Papers. Court of Directors* letter to the Bombay Government, dated Septem- 
ber 2nd, 1840, paras. :i, 4, page 389. 

t Vide Printed Papers. Sir James Carnac’s Minute, dated September 4th, 1839, para. 26, 
page 308. 

t Vide Major Sutlrerland\s Sketches, page 165. 

§ Vide CJeneral Lodwick s letter to Sir R. Grant, April 24th, 1835, printed in T/ic Times* 

li Vide Printed Pippers. Governor’s Minute, dated May 26th, 1838, para. 7, page 232. 

•(I Ibid, 4th September, 1839, para. 27, page 309. 
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SATTARA countrymen can demand as their birthright, a fair and impartial inquiry into 

P APER S. charges your Government lias preferred against his Highness ; that the 

Letter from the inquiry be conducted in India, by British officers, under the immediate 
Ex-RajaWakcels direction of your Governor General, with such assistance as his Highness may 
to the Court of require, is all he now implores. The specious reasoning of your servants, 
8 Feb^i^i investigation would degrade a Native prince, can be no longer tenable 

when applied to an imprisoned exile. We feel that this brief explanation of 
our prince’s sufferings, supported as it is in every instance by the official state- 
ments of your own officers, together with the existing difference of opinion 
amongst the members of your Honourable Court respecting his Highness’s 
alleged crimes, would have been sufficient for the revision of your past judg- 
ment ; but when supported by the declaration of such an authority as we have 
the honour herewith to submit, gives us the fullest confidence of obtaining 
justice, founded upon inquiry, and that it will not be unaccompanied by the 
expression of ultimate feelings of commiseration from your Honourable Court. 
Under these convictions, and with prayers that Almighty God may aid your 
judgment in the furtherance of truth. 

We have the honour to be. Honourable Sirs, 

Your obedient humble servants. 


(Signed) EshwuntRow Raja Sirkky, 
Biiugwunt Row Wittul, and 
Rungoba Bapojee, 


(57, Upper Berkeley Street, Vakeels of the exiled Raja of Sattara. 

February 8th, 1841. 


Translation of a ktter from Atmahram Luximwi of Turf Ileredras Mara^ 
(one of the Amstant-Trcasuixrs of the deposed Raja of Sattara), to Rqjcsey 
Sacram Bhow Sahib Raja Sirkej/^ at London, 

Dated 24/// June, 1 840. 

(After compliments.) 

In consequence of the plot for allowing the seals to be put to letters, the 
Maharaja (Ex-Raja) put me in gaol, and after obtaining information desired me 
to wTite on pajier what liad actually taken place, and assured mo that after 1 
had confronted tlie other parties, I should be released ; this did not take place, 
ill conseijuencc of the Raja’s misfortunes, through his having been sent to 
Nimba (the name of the village he was sent to after his deposition). Appa 
Sahib (the present Raja) told Kesoo Eshwunt that the prisoners were of your 
party, and they had better speak to the Ex-Raja now to give them their release 
(meant ironically) ; but if they w^ere kept in prison, he (the new Kaja) would 
not pay their expenses; three of our party were soon released, but 1 was told 
I should not be allowed my liberty, and should suffer much till I had denied 
in writing all the truth I had before stated regarding the seals. Such w^ere 
the intimidations jiresented to me. And although 1 felt that what 1 had 
I written to the Ex-Raja was true, and known to our jiarty, and to prove which 
I had been detained in prison eleven months, they still demanded me to con- 
tradict it. 

I then feared that force would be used, and that my life would be in danger, 
and wrote whatever they pleased ; but what I gave to the Ex-Raja is the real 
truth : and if inquiries be made where you arc, we all (meaning the treasury’s 
])arty) will prove it, and if you like you may show this very letter ; but before 
‘ j'Ou do so, you must try and secure protection against the authorities here 
(meaning Sattara). Bhow Sahib, as you are there (meaning London), I have 
written this, that you should not be kept in darkness ; and I hope you will 
not make a great delay in writing to me, that wc may know of each other; 
wffiat the prospect of the times is must be known to you. What can I write 
more ? 

» Dated Jaith Vud, 8 Saka, 1762. 

(Corresponding to the 24th June, 1840.) 



TKEATY BETWEEN THE RAJA OF SATTARA AND THE 
HONOURABLE EAST-INDIA COMPANY, 

Dated \fh September^ 1839. 


Treaty between the Honourable FmsI- India Company and his Highness Shreemun 
Maharqj Shahjee Raja Chutterjmtty of Sattat'a, concluded at Sattara on 
the 4//* Sejdember, 1839, by Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans, Resident at Sattara, 
on the part of the Honourable East-India Company, and by Eshwunt Row 
Trhnbuck, on the part of Shahjee Raja Chutterputty, by virtue of full powers 
from their respective Governments. 

Article I. — All articles of the treaty of Sattara dated the 25tli of Septem- 
ber, 1819, which are not abrogated or modified by the present supplemental 
treaty, are hereby confirmed. 

Article II. — It is hereby explicitly declared, that the Raja has no present 
or prospective title or claim to any territory situated beyond the boundaries of 
the Sattara state, as the same are laid down in the schedule dated the 2J)th 
March, 1826, annexed to the aforesaid treaty, as follows : — 

“ The frontier extends from the Kishna and Wurna on the south, to the 
“ Neera and Beema on the north, and from the western ghauts or 
“ Siyadree Hills on the west, to the districts of Punderpoor and Becja- 
“ poor on the east.” 

Article III.^ — In modification of Article 7 of the aforesaid treaty, and to 
obviate future disputes, the Jagheerdars herein-named, viz. 

1. The Raja of Akulkote, 

2. The Punt Suchew, 

3. The Punt Prithee Nidhce, 

4. The Dufflay, 

5. Nimbalkur, 

G. Shaik Mera Waeekur, are placed under the direct management 
and control of the British Government, their contingents and pecuniary 
payments, on the scale fixed in the time of Captain Grant, being reserved 
to the Raja. 

Article IV. — ^I'he Raja binds himself to pay through the British Govern- 
ment from the Sattara revenues, such animal allowance as may be considered 
proper by the British Government for the maintenance and support of his 
brother, Maharaj Purtab Shean, the late Raja, and his family. 

This supplemental treaty, consisting of four articles, being this day, the 
4th of September, 1839, settled and concluded at Sattara, to be binding and 
permanent, when ratified by the Right Honourable Lord Auckland, Governor 
General of India. 


SATTARA 

PAPERS. 

Treaty. 

4> Sept. 1839. 


(Signed) C. Ovans. 
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Directors, 
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LETTER FROM THE BOMBAY GOVERNMENT TO THE COURT 

OF DIRECTORS, 

Dated nth January, 1841. 

(Foliliciil Doixu'tmcnt.) 

Honourable Sirs, — We bei^' to transmit to your Honourable Court, copy of 
a letter from Lieutenant-C'olonel Ovans, Rc.sidont at Sattara, dated the 22nd 
uifiniu, forwardiue; translation of a letter to his address from his lligliness the 
Raja of Sattara, dated the (»th of llu; same month, stating that his Highness 
has conferred upon Ballajee Flint Narrain Nalhoo of Sattara enam villages 
of the estimated armua! value of eight tiiousand rupees. 

2. The name oi Ballajee Fmit Nathoo is not, we believe, unknown to your 
Honourable Clourt, and liighly honourable mention is made of his services to 
the British Government during the Mahratta war, in Captain Grant Duff's 
History* of the Mahrattas. This individual was connected with the Poona 
Residency from about the year 1803. In the year ISIG, he entered into the 
Residency einployment, and Mr. Elphinstone, in a certificate which he gave 
him on his proceeding to England, at the close of 1827, speaks in the follow- 
ing terms of his character and .serviiies: — “ In the troubles which follow'cd the 
“ year 181(!, and in the settlement of the country, he shewed himself an able, 
“ 'zealous, and trustworthy public servant. He was my ])rincipal Native agent 
“ during most of the time 1 was commissioner in the Deccan, was consulted 
“ by me on all subjects, and gave me every reason to be satisfied with his 
“ judgment and fidelity.’’ 


3. In reporting the grant by his Highness the Raja of Sattara ol‘ the above 
villages to Ballajee Punt Nathoo, Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans states, that act- 
ing on the sound and judicious advice of this able and upright man, his High- 
ness has introduced many wholesome reforms in the administration of his 
country, wiiieh, if adhered to, cannot fail of being productive of the highest 
benefit to all classes of Ids Highness’s subjects; and observes that, as it would 
be a great satisfaction to Ballajee Punt to obtain tlie concurrence of the British 
Govermneut to the grant in question, he trusts that he lu'ay be permitted to 
convey to him the satisfaction of Government on the occasion. 

4. In reply, we have informed Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans, that we are fully 
sensible of the merits of Ballajee Pnnt, and of the services which he has, on 
various occasions, rendered both to the British and Sattara Governments, and 
that while wc should be highly gmtified to ])crceive that his Highness the 
Raja of Sattara rewarded these services by some such mark of his approba- 
tion as that above alluded to, still wc are of opinion that it would be ])roper, 
bei'ore any sanction is given by this Government to the acceptance by Ballajee 
Punt of the proposed grant of these villages, that a reference should be made 
to your Honourable Court, in order to ascertain whether you entertain any 
objection to the arrangement. 

!i. Wc have directed Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans to make an intimation to 
his Highness the Raja of Sattara, to the eifect above mentioned, and at the 
same time to inform his Highness, that we intend to make a reference on this 

subject 


* yide pages 411 and 412. 
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subject to your Honourable Court by the present steamer, and to solicit your 
eariy decision on the point in question. 

C. Tn referring this subject for the instructions of your Honourable Court, 
wc beg to state, that we entirely concur in the opinion which the Resident at 
Sattara has, in his letter of the 22nd ultimo, expressed of the merits of Balla- 
jee Punt Nathoo, and to the zeal and integrity of that individual we may, in 
a great degree, attribute a knowledge of those proceedings which rendered sp 
imperative the deposition of the late Raja of Sattara. 

7. Ballajee Punt is a native of the Sattara state, but, as previously observed, 
he rendered essential services to the British Government. For these services 
he was specially rewarded by the Government of Mr. Elphinstone, who, with 
the sanction of the Government of India, conferred upon him a life pension of 
six thousand rupees per annum, which he continues to enjoy. 

8. We arc of opinion, that it is very natural that his Highness the Raja of 
Sattara should be desirous of himself rewarding the services which Ballajee 
Punt has, on various occasions, rendered to the Sattara state, but we have felt 
ourselves precluded from giving the sanction of the British Government to the 
acceptance by Ballajee Punt of any grant of the nature proposed by his High- 
ness before we have been furnished with the sentiments of your Honourable 
Court on the subject ; and as Ballajee Punt is stated to be in a very precarious 
state of health, wc venture to solicit that wc may be favoured with as early a 
reply to this reference as may be convenient to your Honourable Court. 

We have the honour to be, with the greatest respect. 

Honourable Sirs, 

Your most faithful, obedient, and humble servants, 

(Signed) Thomas McMaiiox, 

J. Fahish, 

Bombay Castle, G. W. AndersOxV. 

27th .lauuary, 1841. 


EXTRACT BOMBAY POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS, 
Dated 21th Januar If ^ 1841. 


(No. 528.)— LETTER FROM LIEUTENANT-COLONEL C. OVANS, 
RESIDENT AT SATTARA, TO J. P. WILLOUGHBY, ESQ., 
SECRETARY TO GOVERNMENT, BOMBAY, 

Dated 22nd December, 1840. 

Sir, — I request you will have the goodness to lay before the Honourable the 
(Sovernor in Council the annexed translation of a yad. No. 275, under date 
the bth instant, received from the Raja of Sattara, stating that Ids Highness 
has been pleased to confer on Ballajee Punt Nathoo enam villages to the ex- 
tent of Rs. 8,000 annual revenue. 

2. With regard to this communication, I trust I may be permitted respect- 
hilly to observe, that, although it may not, perhaps, be considered absolutely 
necessary to submit it for the special sanction of the Honourable the Governor 
m Council, yet, as I know it would be a great satisfaction to Ballajee Punt 
Nathoo to obtain the concurrence of the British Government to this grant, I 
entertain a confident hope, that I may be permitted to convey to this able and 
upright man the satisfaction of our Government on this occasion. 

3. It is scarcely necessary for me to enter into a detail of the services of 
Ballajee Punt Nathoo. His name has now been associated with our own in 
the Deccan for about forty years, and during the whole of this long period of 

2 G time 
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4. But, although I feel that I am unable to speak of his worth as it deserves, 
I gladly avail myself of this opportunity of putting on public record the 
testimony of two of the most able of Indian statesmen in his favour, as the 
statements of both these great men, written with their own hands, and given 
to. him on their leaving this country, must, I think, be admitted to be conclu- 
sive. 


5. I feci as if it may be considered presumption in me to add one word to 
testimonials such as these. But having had the advantage of Ballajee Punt’s 
assistance for four years, and liaving known liim intimately during tliis period, 
I trust I may, also, add my liumble tribute of respect and admiration both of 
his public wortl) and of his private virtues. 

G. I may also, perhaps, be permitted to add, that, acting on his sound and 
judicious advice, his Highness tlic Raja of Sattara has introduced such whole- 
some reforms into the administration of this country, that, if adhered to, can- 
not fail of being productive of the greatest benc^fit to all classes. 

I have the honour to be, &c, 

(Signed) C. Ova NS, 


Sattara Residency, 
22nd December, 1840. 


Resident at Sattara. 


No. 1. 

Yad from the TRANSLATION OF A YAD (No. 275) FROM HIS HIGHNESS THE 

SATTARA TO THE RESIDENT, 

6 Dec. 1840. Under date the Gl// December, 1840. 

(After ("oin])liinents.) 

The late Tc.erthinooi) Muttoushree Mahycii Sahib Maharaj considered Bal- 
lajec Narrain Nathoo as her own son, and his family as her own, and she 
always dt.'sired to provide for them, and to grant him enam villages io the 
amount of ten thousand rupees, consequently, certain villages have now been 
granted to the .^athoo of the Kummall to the amount of ten thousand riijiees, 
but which produce a revenue of about eight thousand rupees. In order that 
this may be known to the British Government, tliis is written. 

True Translation. 

(Signed) C. Ova NS, 

Resident at Sattara. 


No. 2. 

Ballajee Punt Nathoo was connected with the I’oona Residency from the 
time of Sir Barry Close, in 1803 or 4. lie entered into the Residency em- 
ployment about 181G, and in the troubles that followed, and in' the settlement 
of the country, shewed himself an able, zealous, and trustworthy public 
servant. He was my jirincipal Native agent during most of the time I was in 
the Deccan, was consulted by me on all subjects, and gave me every reason 
to be satisfied with his judgment and fidelity. 

Bombay, (Signed) M. Elphin stone. 

November 13th, 1827. 


No. 3. 

Bmnbay, Zrd December, 1830. 

During three years that I have been Governor of Bombay, I have had ample 
opportunities of appreciating the character of Ballajee Punt Nathoo> and well, 

in 
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in niy opinion, docs this distinguished native merit the confidence and friend- 
ship which he enjoyed of the late Sir Barry Close and of the Honourable Mr. 
Elphinstonc. He has earned his reputation and his fortune by the services of 
twenty-six years’ employ, during which his ability and integrity have been 
successfully exerted to promote the public service. I have employed him con- 
tinually during my residence in the Deccan, and my tours to tlie southern 
Mahratta country and Guzerat. I have consulted him on all occasions, 
where the feelings and interests of the population and the operation of the acts 
of Government were concerned. I have found his information extensive and 
his advice honest and good. I .am grateful for the aid he has given me, and 
recommend him to ray successors as one for whom 1 entertain a most sincere 
regard as a private individual and a public servant. 

(Signed) John Maccoim. 

True Copies. 

(Signed) C. OvANs, 

Resident at Sattara. 


MINUTE BY THE HONOURABLE THE GOVERNOR, 
(Subscribed to by the Board). 

Dated dill January, 1841. 

I entirely concur in the opinion wliieh the Resident has expressed of the 
merits of Ballajec Punt Nathoo. I have had personal observation of his in- 
dustry, zeal, and integrity throughout the late negotiation with the late Raja 
of Sattara, and it is well known to us, that to his exertions we may, in a great 
d(,groc, attribute a knowledge of those proceedings which unhappily called for 
his <lcposition ; at the same lime, it may be observed, that the llaja of Sattara 
being an independent sovereign, is at liberty to reward ser\’ice rendered to 
him of a character so important as that which Ballajec Punt has performed. 
He is a iiativo of tbo Sattara state, though formerly he served tlie British 
(Toverninent Avith advantage to us and credit to himself. Bor this service he 
was suitaldy rewarded by the (iovernmentof Mr. Elphiustone, and then retired 
to his native country. Counocted as ho has becjn with the ITonourablc Com- 
pany, it is but natural that he should desire that it Iiad a knowledi^c of the 
{.^rant that the Raja has conferred upon him before he talve.s advantage of it, 
and tliat he seeks its countenance. 

But, before we give our sanction, though I am fully sensible of his merits, 
and would gladly see them recognized in the manner proposed by the Ra ja, 
I think it would be better to submit these papers to the Honourable Court 
for such early reply as maybe convenient, which we may venture to solicit 
from Ballajec Punt’s very precarious state of health, with our respective senti- 
ments on the proposition. 

The Resident should be directed to inform the Raja accordingly, 

(Signed) J. R. Caiinac, 

T. McMaiton, 

J. Fakisii, 

G. W. Anderson. 
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(No. 530.) — LETTER FROM J. P. WILLOUGHBY jESQ., SECRE- 
TARY TO GOVERNMENT, TO THE RESIDENT AT SATTARA.— 
(No. 263 of 1841.) 

Dated 25th Jaimary^ 1841. 


(Political Department.) 

Sir, — 1 am directed to ackno\vIedi;e the receipt of your letter dated the 22nd 
ultimo, No. 458, reporting that his Highness the Raja of Sattara has conferred 
on Ballajee Punt Nathuo enain villages of tlie annual value of Rupees (8,000) 
eight thousand. 

2. Ill reply, I am desired to inform you, that the Honourable the Governor 
in (vonncil is fully sensible of the merits of Ballajee Punt, and of the ser- 
vices wiiich he has on various occasions rendered both to the British and Sattara 
govermnents ; and while he would be highly gratified to perceive that liis 
Highness the Raja of Sattara rewarded these services by some such mark of 
his approbation as that above alluded to, still the Governor in Council is of 
opinion, that it would be projier before any sanction is given by the British 
Government to the acceptance by Ballajee Punt of the proposed grant of tliese 
villages, that a reference should be made to the Honourable the Court of Direc- 
tors, in order to ascertain w'hether that high authority entertains any objec- 
tion to the arrangement. 

3. For this purpose, a reference will be made to the Honourable the Court 
of Directors, by the next steamer, and their early decision on the subject will 
1)0 solicited. 


4. The Governor in Council resquests that you will be pleased to make an 
intimation to his Highness the Raja of Sattara to the effect above-mentioned. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) J. P. Wilkoughky, 

Secretary to Government. 

Bombay Castle, 

25th January, 1841. 

True Extract. 

J. P. WjLLOUGHBV, 

Secretary to Government. 


LETTER FROM THE COURT OF DIRECTORS TO THE GOVERN- 
MENT OF BOMBAY, 

7th Ajfril^ (Ao. 8) 1841. 

(Political Department.) 

Our Governor in Council at Bombay. 

I’ara. 1. In your political letter, dated 27th January, (No. 1) 1841, you 
inform us that the Raja of Sattara has conferred upon Ballajee Punt Nathoo 
cnam villages of the annual value of Rs. 8,000, and that Ballajee Punt has 
requested the sanction of your Government before accepting the grant. This 
sanction you have not thought it proper to give without a reference to us, and 
you accordingly request our decision, expressing at the same time a high 
sense of Ballajee Punt’s merits, and of his services to our own Government, 
and to that of the Raja of Sattara. 

2. Ballajee Punt is a native of the Sattara country, and though a pensioner 
of our Government, is not in our service. We do not now feel that we have any 
concern with the favours which- the Raja of Sattara may think fit to confer 

u’3on 
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upon liis own subjects, except in so far as our general riglit of giving advice 
to the Raja might enipowcr and require us to check any tendency on his 
part to a liberality excessive in amount, or directed towards notoriously unde- 
serving objects, th© reverse of which is the case in the present instance. 

We are 

Your loving friends, 

(Signed) W. B. Baylkv, 

G. Lyall, 

W. S. Clarke, 

H. Lindsay, 

P. Vans Agnew, 
J. Bryant, 

F. Warden, 

LW. IIOGG, 

M. T. Smittf, 

J. Ma STERMAN, 

H. WlLLOCK, 

A. Galloway, 

II. Alexander, 

London, II. Cami»bell. 

the 7th of April, 1841. 
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GENERAL COURT 

or TIIF 

EAST-INDIA COMPANY, 

Ilehi on Wednesday, the 17th June 1840, 

IT WAS 

Resolved, Tiiat the Despatches of the Governments of India and 
of the Court of Directors, with the IMinutes recorded by Members of 
the Government abroad, and by iVleiniiers of the Court of Directors, 
in the case of tlie Raja of Sattara, be printed for tiie use of the Pro- 
prietors. 



SATTARA PAPERS 


LETTERS FROM THE GOVERNMENT OF BOMBAY 


SECRET LETTER FROM BOMBAY, 

Dated \5th September 1836. 

1. Wc deeply regret to report to your Honourable Committee, that we have 
received intelligence of a conspiracy existing at Sattara, and, as is alleged, at 
several other Native Courts in India, to seduce our Native troops from their 
allegiance, with the ultimate design, by a combined effort, to subvert the 
British Empire in India. 


SATTARA 

PAPERS. 

Secret Letter froni- 
Bombay, 'i; 
15 Sept. 1836. 1 


2. As the steamer Hugh Lindsay^ by which we transmit this letter, will 
leave Bombay with the Overland Mail to-morrow, we regret our inability to 
furnish your Honourable Committee with copies of all the letters we have 
received from the Resident at Sattara on the subject of this important event. 
We are obliged to confine ourselves, in our present report, to furnishing a 
general outline of the intelligence as yet conveyed to us, and to reporting the 
measures we have adopted to meet the a|)proacIiing crisis. 

3. In the first place, wc request the attention of your Honourable Com- 
mittee to the enclosed copy of a letter we addressed to the Government of 
India, under date the 12th ultimo, which will be found to contain all the in- 
telligence we have received up to that date, and likewise a summary of our 
proceedings in consequence, and whicli, we are happy to state, have been 
approved of by the Right Honourable the Governor General of India in Council. 


4. No further intelligence of consequence was received until yesterday, 
when, in a letter dated the lOtli instant, the Resident at Sattara communicated 
to us some further important information, obtained through the two Native 
ofiicers who first denounced the plot, and which, wc deeply lament to state, 
scarcely leaves a doubt that his Highness the Raja of Sattara has proved faith- 
less to liis engagements with the British Government, and that he is, at this 
moment, in league with other powers to subvert our authority in this country. 

b. On the evening of the 7th instant the Resident requested an interview 
with his Highness for the transaction of ordinary business. This being, 
granted, Colonel Lodwick proceeded to the palace ; but having previously 
ascertained that the two Native officers, alluded to in our communication to 
the Government of India, had been invited to an interview with the ’Raja, he 
instructed them to accept the invitation. 

6. At the interview with his Highness, the Resident thought he observed a 
slight confusion on his countenance, which, however, gradually disappeared^ 
when business was entered upon. * 

7. The 

* Some letters and passages in this division are omitted, as relating to the conduct of individuals, 
but not bearing on the charges or evidence against the Kpjah. The letters and passages so omitted 
Are indicated bv aftf:fir’s>R ^ 



; ; 2 ' LETTERS FROM THE 

. SATTAUA 7 , The next evening (the 9th instaiit) it was reported to the Resident, that a 
r meeting between the two Native officers and the Raja had actually taken 

iicca-et Letter from pl^tce. We beg to refer your Honourable Committee, for information respecting 
Bombay, the conversation which passed between tlie parties, to the depositions sub- 
15 Sept. 1836. sequcntly taken from the Native officers, and transmitted to us in Colonel 
Lodwick’s letter of the 10th instant. 

j; 8. The Resident reports, that these depositions were taken separately, and 

that full reliance may be placed on their accuracy, not only from the 
■ respectability of the parties, but likewise from corroborating circumstances 

f? within his knowledge. 

h' 9. The depositions are not so full in details as we could desire, and do not 

contain clear information respecting what Native Courts are in league with 
the Raja. After having, however, succeeded, as he supposed, in seducing 
the Native officers from their allegiance, both of them represent that his High- 
ness observed, “ These infidels of Christians have taken all our country and 
“ wealth; now 1 am making arrangements for their overthrow, and wish to 
“ tell you of the four following points. 

1st. When there is a rising or fight at Belasore, 1 will give you 
“ notice. 

“ 2d. When a disturbance takes place in Bombay, I will give you 
“ warning. 

“ 3d. When the Mogul army marches from Hyderabad towards Sattara, 

I will also give you notice. 

** 4th. When the Iliiidoostan army arrives on tliis side the Nerbudda, 

1 will give you notice. 

“ Remember these four things. If any other disturbances take place in other 
parts of the country, take no notice of them ; I am only conctirned in those 
I have mentioned to you. I have been making arrangements for the above 
business for the last six montlis.'' 

10. We cannot, for one moment, suj)pose that his Highness the Raja of 
Sattara would have embarked in a design like that indicated in his conversa- 
tion with the Native officers, unless he felt quite confident of being povverfnily 
supported by the other Native Govcrnincjils. Your Honourable Committee 
are aware that the Government of Sattara is one of our own creation, and that; 
the present Raja was raised by us from a j>rison to a throne. His revenues do 
not exceed fourteen lacs of rupees j)er annum, and his military resotirccs aixi 
contemptible and totally inadequate for the enterprize he has undertaken. 
We must, therefore, believe that he is associated with other powers anxiously 
desiring to shake off’ our rule; and we infer, that he looks to Ihs Highness 
the Nizam, Scindia, and other Native chiefs, to declare against us, when their 
plans have been brought to maturity. 

11. Your Honourable Committee will perceive, that we do not consider the 
time has yet arrived for striking a blow against the conspiracy alleged to be in 
progress. We have no reason whatever to doubt the fidelity of our Native 
armies: on the contrary, wc feci every confidence that, should any of the 
Native Governments resort to hostilities (deeply as we shall lament this 
infatuation), we shall experience no difficulty in resisting their aggressions. 
Under these impressions, we have instructed the Resident at Sattara to adopt 
no measure that would indicate our knowledge of what was in progress, but to 
continue endeavouring to elicit furtlu^r information regard ingthe parties in league 
against us, until he is convinced that secrecy can be no longer maintained. 

12. We have not yet determined what course to pursue towards his High- 
ness the Raja, whose treachery and infidelity towards us is the more inex- 
cusable, from the benefits that have been heaped upon him by the British 
Government. The Government of India, as well as that of Agra, have been 
•duly advised of all the information wc have as yet obtained, and your Honour- 
able Cranmittec may rest assured that we shall exercise every precaution, and 
the most watchful vigilance, to meet and resist whatever attempts maybe 
made to undermine our authority over the millions which Providence has 
vouCj'hsaied .to consisj'n to Av*" 
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13. A complete set of our proceedings will be transmitted to your Honour- 
able Committee by an early opportunity, together with such further informa- 
tion as may in the course of events transpire. 

We have, &c. 

(Signed) E. Ironside, 

Bombay Castle, J. Paris ii. 

15th September 1836, 
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PAPERS.;:! 

Secret Letter fr^ 
Dombay, 

15 Sept. 1886. 


SECRET LETTER FROM BOMBAY, 
Dated 30^A November 1836. 


Secret Letter 

Bombay, ■!4 
30 Nov. 1836. J 


I. In continuation of our Despatch dated the 15th September last, we have v| 

the honour to communicate to your Honourable Committee our subsequent 
proceedings connected with the Sattara conspiracy. 


2. In consequence of the gradual increase of the troops in the service of 
his Highness the Raja, and the doubts entertained by the Resident, whether 
jjis Highness would consent to the surrender of the persons implicated in the 
cons])irucy. Colonel Lodwick deemed it advisable to apply for a reinforcement 
oi* British troops, to be at hand previous to his adopting measures for securing 
them. 


3. The Resident, moreover, stated it to be his opinion, that this conspiracy 
sliould be checked in its inlaucy by the effect of some severe examples, and 
that, although nothing had transpired to induce him to alter his opinion of 
there being no necessity for bringing the affair to a crisis, so long as delay 
might be nsei’ul towards obtaining information in other quarters, yet, as the 
Dussera approached and Sattara became full of troops, it was important that 
the demand should be followed by instant compliance, or the enforcement of it 
])y active measures. 

4. An ill-advised notice of the Sattara affairs appearing in the Bombay 
Coitricr iKnvspa|)er, we caused the Resident to be informed of this fact ; 
allliuugh we could hardly believe tliat any thing* could have been inserted in 
a news[)aper, which was not rnatt(*.r of conversation at Sattara. 

5. In consequence of this intimation, t'oJoncI Lodwick determined upon the 
seizure of the Bramin agent, and whicli was elfected on tlni morning of the 
7th October, in the lines of the 23d regiment of Native Infantry. ( loloiie! 
Lodwick immediately requested a private audience with the Raja, which took 
place a? ten o’clock on the same day. 

G. On entering. Colonel Lodwick observed that his Highness appeared 
inmdi agitated ; but, on explaining the nature of his visit, and requiring cer- 
tain persons to be given uj), his Highness denied all knowledge of any attempt 
ujiou the fidelity of British troops, and expressed his firm belief that the. result 
would establish the innocence of those accused. 


7. On the Resident’s requiring tliat immediate orders should be given for 
tlicir a|)prehension, bis Highness •assured him that, within the space of two 
hours, they should be made over to him. 

S. During the interview. Colonel Lodwick alluded to the existence of a 
plot against the British Govc^rnment, and expressed his hope that the Ilaja 
would afford every information in his power; to which his Highness instantly 
replied, that such reports had long been current, but that, so far as he knew, 
they had no foundation. 

1). On this occasion Colonel Lodwick did not deem it advisable to alTude tcv 
his Highness’s interview with the Native officers, as it would answer no good 
tind ; and moreover, being desirous of securing the accused persons as soon as 
possible. Thus ended the interview. 

lo. In less ^ 
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arrived separately, and were confined so as to prevent any mutual intercourse, 
after being (with the exception of the person called Appa Sahib, who was 
released) identified by the Native officers. 

11. Among the attendants of the Dewan, the Native officers identified the 
man who on one occasion presented them with paun : this person was imme* 
diately apprehended. Two other respectable persons, named Appa Sahib, 
were sent by the Raja, neither of whom was identified by the Native officers ; 
and the Resident declined calling for others, the person in question not ap- 
pearing by the depositions to be an important witness, whilst his Highness 
was prepared at any time to give up the person, if identified. 

12. Tjy following persons were then placed in separate confinement : 

1. Govind Row, Dewan. 

2. Uutajee, a Bramin. 

3. J^ureshram, Do. 

* 4. Coosia. 

13. On the receipt of this information, we deemed it advisable to appoint a 
secret Commission, composed of the following gentlomen, viz. : 

Lieutenant-Colonel Loci wick. Resident; Sattara : 

J. P. Willoughby, Esq., Political Secretary to Government : 

Lieutenant-tJolonel Ovans, Quarter- Master-general of the Army : 
for the purpose of investigating and reporting upon the conspiracy alleged to 
have been formed. W e beg to refer your Honourable C'omniittee to our instruc- 
tions to the Commission, copy of winch accompanies this letter. 

14. The readiness with which the Raja complied with our dcanand to sur- 
render the accused parlies appeared to us roniarkahlc, and involved ilu* ease 
in greater uncertainty; more particulaily as our Resident liad received pri- 
vate letters from the Resident at Hyderabad and the T/iciitenant-{Jo\ernor of 
Agra, stating their total disbelief ot the concurrence of the JSizaiu, tjii the* one 
hand, and of Holkar and Seiudia, on the otluT, ju any ])lot against our 
Government. It therefore appc'ared, that the Raja of Sattara was tlie only 
person of any consctiuencc* to whom suspicion attached ; and if so, no re ison 
of policy ap[)ear(‘d to us, why we should hold out to his Highness any hopes 
of clemency, in tlie event of his making a candid disclosure* of his own trans- 
gressions. For this reason, we directed the Commissioners to usi* no language 
to his Highness which would fetter Government in its future proceedings. 

15. In communicating our approval to Colonel Lodwick of the measures 
employed by him for securing the accused ])ersons, we also caused it to lie 
intimated to him, that we should have been more gratified to have learnt that 
no eommuiiication had been allowed to take ])lace between those ^lersons 
and the Raja, which would have afforded them the opportunity of piecon- 
certing a defence, and that a search for papers in the houses of the accused 
would have been desirable. 

16. It is not unlikely that, had the accused persons been separately ex- 

amined the moment they fell into the Resident's power, some useful informa- 
tion might have been elicited from them, when their minds were confused 
by the terror occasioned by their seizure, and before they had the opportunity 
of concerting a tale, , 

17. The Resident, in explanation, stated, that the search for jiapers liad not 
been noticed in his instructions, and that it aiipeared extremely doubtful at 
the time, whether his Highness would consent to give up the accused, and 
that, having no authority to search for papers in houses within the to\Mi, it 
might naturally have been expected that he should have met with op- 
position. 

IS. *ln the same letter the Resident reported, that on inquiry he found, 
Vhat alter his departure from the palace a meeting took place between the 
Raja and Govind Row, of less than a quarter of an hour’s duration, and that 
not in piivale. None of the other persons had any communication with his 
Iliglincss or with each other. 

19. Up 



19. Up to the date of the Resident’s letter of the 13th October, nothing of 
importance had been elicited from the prisoners. 
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20 . We shall do ourselves the honour to report to your Honourable Com- Secret Letter 
. mittee the result of the proceedings of the Secret Commission as early as 39 nov^i &6 ■ 
practicable. 

We have, &c. 


Bombay Castle, 
30th November, 183G. 


(signed) R. Grant, 

J. Keane, - jv 

Edw. Ironside, ^ 

J. Fakisu. g 


SECRET LETTER FROM BOMBAY, Secret Letter 

Bombay, 

Dated M tk January 1837. J7 Jan. 1837. ' | 

1 . In our letter dated the 30th November last, wc reported to your Honour- 
able Coiuniittcc, that we had appointed a Secret Commission for the purpose 
of investigating the conduct of his Highness the Raja of Sattara, wlio was 
accused of having hold a clandestine interview with two Native officers of the 
23d regiment of Native Infantry, for the purpose ofeiideavouring to seduce them 
from their allegiance. 

2 . We avail ourselves of the despatch of an overland mail by the Hugh 
Lindsay steamer, to acquaint your Ilouourable Committee that the report of the 
Coniiiiissiou has since been received, and is now engaging our attentive and 
serious consideration. These proceedings are too voluminous to be transmitted 
on the present occasion, but they shall be forwarded to your Honourable 
Committee by an early opportunity. 

3. In the mean time, we have much pleasure in informing your Ilouourable 
Committee, that nothing like a combination of the Native powers of India 
appears to have been formed against the British Government. 

4. Wc, however, deeply lament to report, that wo have no doubt that the 
interview between his Higliness the Raja and the Native officers actually took 
place; and, although the objects of his Highness appear at present altogether 
inexplicable, we have no doubt that the iiitcntion of the interview was, as 
originally reported, treasonable towards the power by whom he has been so 
long protected. 

5. Wc shall, in communication with the Government of India, determine 
upon tlic manner hi which tins flagrant breach of existing treaties and the ties 
ol friendship should be noticed, and report the same to your Honourable Com- 
mittee as early as practicable. 

6 . We further beg to mention, that the person alluded to in our former 
reports as Govind Row, Dewan, having been clearly proved to have held two 
interviews with the Native officers, of a similar treasonable nature, we have 
caused him to be removed to Poona, and to be there confined as a State 
prisoner, under Regulation XXV. of 1827, until we receive the instructions of 
tile Government of India for his final disposal. 

Wc have, &c, 

(Signed) R. Grant, 

Edw. Ironside, 

J. Parish. 


Bombay Castle, 
17th January 1837.’ 





SECRET LETTER FROM BOMBAY, 

Dated 1st April 1837. 

1. Agreeably to the promise contained in our letter of the 17th January last, 
wc have the honour to transmit to your Honourable Committee copy of the 
report of the Secret Commission recently assembled at Sattara, for the purpose 
of investigating the conspiracy alleged to have been formed at that place, 
together with copy of the proceedings of the Commission which accom- 
panied it. 

2. We have also the honour to forward a copy of our resolutions founded 
on the above report, which were unanimously agreed to at an Extraordinary 
Council held on the 12 th December 183G, from which your Honourable Com- 
mittee will learn the degree of guilt which, in our opinion, has been established 
against his Highness the Raja of Sattara. 

3. Copies of our several minutes recorded on the occasion, and containing 
our sentiments on the course which should be pursued towards his Highness, 
are also forwarded for your Honourable Committee’s information. 

4. We have transmitted to tlie Government of India copies of the above 
documents, and have requested to be favoured, as early as may be practicable, 
with their instructions upon this difficult and important question. 

5. We have also requested to be favoured with the instructions of the 
Government of India us to the disposal of Govind Row, DcNvau, and Untajee 
the Bramin agent, now in confinement at Poona as state prisoners. 

G. We have not yet received any answer to a reference which wo caused to 
be made to the Government of Agra, rcgariling certain communications alleged 
to have taken place between his llighness tlie Raja of Sattara and the ex-Raja 
of Nagpore, alluded to in the Commission’s proceedings. 

7. Copies of such proceedings relative to the Sattara conspiracy, received 
subsequent to our report of the 17th January last, are also forwarded for your 
Honourable Committee’s information. 

8. We shall lose no time in transmitting to your Honourable Committee 
the decision of the Government cjf India, as to the i)unishment to be awarded 
to his Highness the Raja of Sattara. 

We have, ike, 

(Signed) R. Guant, 

Bombay Castle, J. Fa risk. 

1st April 1837. 


jlv SATTARA 
- PAVERS. 

Secret Letter from 
Bombay, 

1 April 1837. 


cret Letter from SECRET LETTER FROM BOMBAY, 

Bombay, 

^8 April 1837. Dated 2Sth April 1837. 

1. In continuation ol' our despatch of tlie Isl instant, we have the honour 
to submit to your llonoiirable Conimittec the accomi)anyiug copy of a minute 
by our Right Honourable President, and the documents connected with it, 
concurred in by the other members of the Board, relative to affairs at Sattara, 
and the recent inquiry instituted into the Raja’s proceedings, 

2. In forwarding these dociunenls, we beg to inform your Honourable Com- 
mittee, that the time fixed for the departure of the Ilugk Lindsay does not 
admit of our addressing you formally and in detail, ,by letter, on the points 
discussed in our Right Honourable President’s minute ; but deeming it of 
importance that the information which it contains should reach you as early 
as possible, we trust we shall be excused having forwarded it in its present 
’state. 


3. We 



r GO^KWMENT:-0PTBOMBAYr.---'"^ '. 1 -''■ i . 

3. We beg to add, that these documents will be immediately forwarded to SATTABA 
the Government of India, in continuation of the proceedings we have already PAPERS, 
transmitted to that authority.. Secret L^tor ft 

We have, &c. Bombay. 

(Signed) R. Grant, 88 April 1837 

Bombay Castle, J. Keane, 

28th April 1837. J, Parish. 


SECRET LETTER FROM BOMBAY, Secret Letter fto 

IJombay, 

Dated 2Ath Jam 1837. i 

1. In continuation of our letters dated as per margin, ♦ relative to llie Sattara 

conspiracy, we liavc the lionour to lay before your Honourable Committee an ^ 

extract from our proceedings connected with the subject. 

2. In submitting these proceedings, we beg to solicit your Honourable Com- 
mittee’s attention to the minutes recorded by our Right Honourable l^esident, 
under dates the 8tli and 11th April and 5th June 1837, regarding the super- 
se.ssion of Colonel Lodwick as Resident at Sattara, and the appointment of 
Lientennnt-Coloncl Ovans (Quarter-Mastcr-geiieral of the Army of this Presi- 
dency) to officiate i)i that capacity, as also to the instructions issued to that 
officer on his appointment. 

3. further beg to solicit your Honourable Committee’s attention to the 
following extract from a letter from the Secretary to the Government of India, 
under date the 22cl May last, in reply to our references to that Government on 
the subject of the Sattara conspiracy. 

‘‘ The Governor (Joncral in Council cannot agree with the Bombay Govern- 
“ ment, that it is expedient to ado[)t a middle course in this case. The report 
“ of the Cornuiissioiiers convicts the Raja of an attempt to corrupt the fidelity 
of our troops, and o(‘ jilotting the subversion of our rule, and if he is guilty he 
“ is guilty of an offence with winch there should be no compromise, nor can 
“ hi.s Lordship in Council admit the principle, that in a case like the present, 

“ the British (lovcrninent should, from fear of imputations on the yiurity of its 
motives, refrain from the plain course of resuming territories arid power, 
when those who have been entrusted with them are using them for its 
“ destruction. In such a case, his I.ordship in Council is of opinion, that the 
treason should recoil upon those who contrived it, and should be made, at 
tlic same time, a source of additional strength to the British Govermiient. 

“ Tlie first impression of his Lordship in Council upon this case was, that, in 
the event of the reigning Raja being iinally pronounced guilty, and as it then 
“ seemed probable that his nearest connections, and the great majority of Jiis 
“ Court, were innocent and iiuconsciovis of his supposed evil designs, the best 
“ and most moderate course would be, to set him aside, ami to put his bmther, 

“ or other best qualified member of the familyj in his stead ; taking, however, 

“ the opportunity of reducing the amount of military force which should be 
maintained by any reigning Raja, and providing for the support of a body of 
“ horse, under British officers, from the resources of the Sattara State, A 
** body, however, of one hundred and fifty horse would seem •to bo much loo 
“inconsiderable, with reference to the amount of the revenues of the prin-* 

“ cipality. 

“ J^>ut the papers contained in yoiir letter of .subsequent date have sliaken the 
“ confidence which the Governor General in Council was disposed to place in 
‘‘ the innocence of Appa Sahib, the brother of the Raja, and of others who 
“ have exercised influence in the government of that State ; and he might refer 
“ to page 155 of Major Sutherland’s sketches, for opinions but little favourable* 

“ to Ajjpa Sahib’s character. 

* 15th Sept, and 30th Nov. 1836 ; l^t and 28th April 1837. 




“ In 



SATTARA '‘In the petition (supposing it to be a genuine document) of the mother of 
• PAPERS. it Govind Row, there is an air of earnestness and of truth which would justify 
Secret Lmcr from “ further investigation ; and if the whole of the Baja’s family should be impli- 
Boxnbay, cated in treasonable designs, his Lordship in Council would not hesitate to 

24 June 1S37. recommend that they be altogether set aside, and the territories annexed to 

k the British territory. 

“ Tlie Bight Honourable the Governor of Boinliay in Council will have rc- 
" marked, that by the communication of the Lieutenant-Governor of Agra of 
" the 8th April last, the allegations of intercourse between the Raja of Sattara 
and the cx-Raja of Nagpore are certainly in some degree corroborated, and 
in no respect contradicted, though the particulars of that intercourse do not 
“ appear ; and upon this, upon the authenticity of the petition supposed to be 

“ that of the mother of Govind Row, and upon the truth of the charges 

J “ advanced in that petition, it is most desirable that the most accurate infor- 

“ mution should be obtained. Ilis Lordship in Council looks with anxiety 
“ for the further comments promised by your letter of the 9th March, and for 
“ the answer to the letter addressed by you to the Political Agent of the 
“ Southern Maliratta country, as well as for any other information which might 
“ throw light on the subject. 

r We will also be glad to be put in possession of the details of the disputes 

“ which have existed between the Ba ja of Sattara and his Jaghoerdars, and of 
“ the complaints wliich may have been made thereupon. 

“ Although, for the reasons above statxMl, the case cannot be said to be ripe 
for decision, his Lordship in (’ouncil has deemed it advisable to convey to 
“ tlie Right Honourable tlie Govc'rnor in Council the iiitimatioii of the views 
“ which he now entertains on this iniportunt: <|ucstion; and, in conclusion, I 
“ am desired to state, that, in the opinion of the Governov General in Council, 
“ the individuals apprehended on susjncion of being implicated in this afl'air, 
“ should remain in conliiiernent for the ])rescnt as state j)risoners. ’ 

4. Having laid before your ! lononrable Cominittec the whole of the corres- 
pondence on this important question, from the date of its origin to the appoint- 
ment of Licutenant-C'olonel Ovaiis, we shall do ourselves the honour to report 
to your Honourable Committee siihse([ucnt [)roccedings as they occur. 

Wc have, See. 

(Signed) J. Kitianf., 
Bombay Castle, J. Faimsii. 

24th June, 1837. 


Secret Letter from SECRET LETTER FROM BOMBAY, 

Bttmbay, 

19 .July ISS7. Dated Vdlh Jidtj 1837. 

With reference to Colonel Lod wick's examination before the Commission 
assembled at Sattara for tlie purpose of investigating the conspiracy alleged 
to have been formed at that place, and to our letter, dated the 1st April last, 
forwarding the ( kminiission's proceedings and report thereon, wc have the 
honour to lay before your Honourable ( -ommittec copies of the documents 
noted in the annexed list, connected with the subject. 

• Wc have, &c. 


Bombay Castle, 
19th July, J837. 


(Signed) J. Keanu, 
J. Faiusu. 
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SECRET LETTER FROM BOMBAY, 

Dated 10<A August 1837. 

1. In continuation of oiir former despatches regarding the Sattara (‘onspi- 
racy, we have the honour to acquaint y«)ur Honounible Committee, that 
laeulonant-Colonel Ovaiis has elicited much additional evidence, not only 
in confirmation of the fact of his Ilij>liuess the Raja having attempted to 
.seduce our troops, but likewise in pioof of his having for some years past 
maintained a treasonable intercourse with the ex-Raja of Nagpore, if not with 
other chiefs in India. 

2. The Acting Resident's inquiries are not, we beg to state, yet sufficiently 
advanced to enable us to makei a report on the prt'sent occasion, but we 
hope to be abh‘ to submit to your llonoiirablc ('ominittee full paiticiilars of 
the result of those in({uiries by the steamer which will leave Bombay for 
the Red Sea in the month of Sept< inber. 

W e have, ^H.c. 

(Signed) R. Grant, 

Bombay Castle, John Klane, 

IGth August, 1H37, J. Farisu. 


SECRET LETTER FROM BOMBAY, 

Dated VJth Augasi 1837. 

1. In continuation of our letter of the IGth instant, relative to the late coii- 
sjiiracy at Sattara, we have the hontiur to lay b<.‘forc your Honourable Committee 
copy of a report from Colonel Ovans, the Acting Resident at his Highness’s 
Court, dated the 7th instant, with its .several enclosures, connected with the 
subjeef, together \vith copy of a minute by our Right Honourable President, 
dated the loth- instant, rccordt‘d on the occasion, in which we fully concur. 

2. Co]>ies of the letters which wc have cau.sed to be written to the Govern- 
ment of Agra and the Acting Resident on tin* subject are herl;w^ith forwarded, 
'UkI we beg to inform your 1 1 ouourable C^Hiimittee, that a corniiiunication to 

( iovernmeiit of India, to the effect suggested in our President's minute, 
will be made without loss of time. 

Wc have, &c. 

(Signed) John Keane, 

Bombay Castle, J. Farisu. 

19th August, 1837. 


SECRET LETTER FROM BOMBAY, 

Dated 25tk September 1837. 

With reference to our letter, dated the IGth ultimo, connected with the 
Sattara affairs, wc have the honour to transmit to your Honourable Committee by 
this opportunity, copies of reports, as per annexed list, from Lieutenant-Colo- 
nel Ovans, the Acting Resident at his Highness’s Court, on the same sulqect, 
together with the several minutes and instructions founded thereon. 

Wc have, &c. 

(Signed) R. Gr’ant, * 

Bombay Oastle, J. F a u i s ii . 

2r»th September 1837, 
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Secret Letter from; 
Bombay, 

19 Aug. 1837. 


Secret Letter fro 
Bombay, 
Sept. 1837. 
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^cret Letter from 
f Bombay, 

, 25 Sept. 1837. 


ccret Letter from 
Bombay, 

21 Oct. 1837. 


Secret Letter from 
Bombay, 

^ 23 Oct. 1837. 
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SECRET LETTER FROM BOMBAY, 
Dated 25th Septe 7 nber 1837. 


SECRET LETTER FROM BOMBAY, 

Dated 2\st October 1837. 

In continuation of our letter of the 25tli ultimo, forwarding* copies of th(^ 
several reports from the Acting Resident at Sattara, as per list whicli accom- 
panied it, we have now the honour to lay before your Honourable Committee 
copy of a further report from Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans, dated the (Sth 
ultimo, with its several enclosures, of a minute recorded by our Right 
Honourable President thereon, under date the 22nd September last, con- 
curred in by the other Members of Government, and the instructions issued 
ill consequence, relative to tlie removal of Bnlwunt Row ('liitnavees from 
Sattara to Poona, there to be confined, as a state prisoner, until further 
orders. 

Wc have, &c. 

f Sighed) R. Guaxt, 

Bombay Castle, J. Fa hi s ir . 

21st October 1837. 


SECRET LETTER FROM BOMBAY, 

Dated 23f'd October 1 837. 

1. In continuation of our letter dated the 21st instant, forwarding copy of 
a report from the Acting Resident at Sattara dated the Gth ultinio, and of 
the proceedings thereon, relative to the removal of Bulwunt Row Chitnavees 
from Sattara to Poona, we have the honour to transmit to your Honourable 
Committee an extract from our proceedings in the Secret Department, as 
per annexed list, connected with Dr. Milne’s projected visit to Sattara, and 
of that gentleman’s having espoused the Raja’s cause. 

2. Should we not have time to forward the subsequent proceedings in 
this case, copies thereof shall be transmitted to your Honourable Committee 
by the steamer, which will leave this in November next. 

We have, &c. 

(Signed) R. Grant, 
Bombay Castle, J. Farisii. 

23rd October 1837. 



GOVERNMENT OF BOMBAY. 11 


SECRET LETTER FROM BOMBAY, 

Dated 21th November 1837. 

1. With reference to our letter, dated the 23rd October last, forwarding an 
extract from our proceedings connected with Dr. Milne’s proposed visit to 
Sattara, and stating that that gentleman had espoused the Kaja’s cause, we 
have now the honour to lay before your Honourable Committee the accom- 
panying copies of further letters from Dr. Milne, dated as jier margin,* 
handing to us, for transmission to Bengal, his communications of the same 
dates to the Secretary to the Government of India, explanatory of the Sattara 
intrigues. 

2. On a perusal of these documents, your Honourable Committee will ob- 
serv'c that Dr. Milne has endeavoured to shake the case against the Raja, by 
laying before the Supreme Government certain depositions and other docu- 
ments, which, he boldly asserts, jirove the fallacy of the charges against the 
Dewan, Govind Row, and even the Raja himself, 

3. In his communication of the 28th September, Dr. Miinc has thought 
proper to cast some unjust imputations on the character of the men of the 
23d Regiment of Native Infantry, founded on a notice issued by the Resi- 
dent to the Sattara Government on the regiment's fust an ival at that place 
in the year 1833, not to give the men credit in the town of Sattara, to avoid 
disputes, and which is m conlormity with a emstom prevailing in all military 
bazaars. 

4. The Acting Resident, however, in his despatch of the lllh October, 
refutes, in a most satisfactory manner, the aspersions which Dr. Millie has 
thought proper to cast on one of the finest and best-bcliavcd corps of the army 
of this Presidency. 

5. We now beg to draw your Honourable ( 'ommittee's atteiitiop to the 
letters from the (loverniiicnt of India under dates the 2d and 16th October, 
relatiii to the Sattara intrigues, on whi<-h w’c have for the present refrained 
from offering any coniinent. We cannot, however, conceal the fact, that 
we have perused Mr. Muciiaglitcirs letter of the 2d October with eipial sur- 
prise and regret ; and we have no hesitation in stating it to be our firm belief, 
that if the course suggested in the concluding part of that document be 
pursued, the credit of the British Government" will be seriously impaired. 
We have, thcietorc, earnestly entreated the Government ^if India to suspend 
their judgment on the Sattara case until the Acting Resident shall have 
brought his inquiries to a close, stating at the .same time, that it is our inten- 
tion to conimunicatc hereafter our sentiments on the Sattara case generally, 
accompanied by .such ob.servations as may occur to us on their letters above 
adverted to. 

6. We have also directed the Acting Resident to prepare a dige.st of, and 
report on, the whole of the evidence taken on the Sattara case, with all jirac- 
ticable expedition ; and we have further instructed him to act. as far as prac- 
ticable, 111 conformity to the wishes of the Government of India, as conveyed 
in their letter of the Kith October, namely, to bring impiiries already com- 
menced to an early conclusion, and to abstain from further inquiries of a 
collateral nature. 

7. Wc also beg to call your attention to Licutcnant-Goloiicl Ovans’s letter 
of 24th September, iii which that officer states that he had received secret in- 
formation that attempts were making in Bombay by the agents of the Raja 
nl Sattara to bribe the Native officers of the 23d regiment of Native 
Infantry to falsify the statements formerly made by them against his Highness/ 
as to his endeavouring to seduce the Native troops from their allegiance ; and, 
bom the inquiries instituted, we have reason to believe that the sum of rupees 

ten 
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* 28th Sept. ; 7th, 12th, and 26th Oct. ; and dith Nov. 1837. 
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:&crct Letter from 
i , Bombay, 

: 27 Nov. 1837. 


ten thousand has been sent to Bombay by the Raja, which, {remittance, is 
quite clear, has not been made for any good purpose. 

We have, &c. 


Bombay Castle, 
27th November 1837. 


(Signed) R. CJrant, 

Ei)w. Ihonsidk, 
.7. Fakisii. 


S^rct Letter from 
Bombay, 

30 Nov. 1837. 


SECRET LETTER FROM BOMBAY, 

Dated 'Mth November 1837. 


1. In continuation of our letter of the 27th instant, forwarding cojiies of 
various communications from Dr. Milne, dated as per margin,* regarding the 
case of his Highness the Ra ja ol Sattara, we have now the honour to lay before 
your Honourable Committee copies of despatches from the Acting Resident at 
Sattara of dates noted in the margin, f commenting on Dr. Milne’s com- 
munications of the 12th and 26th October and 4th instant, together with the 
several minutes recorded by our Right Honourable President thereon, and 
which have our full concurrence. 

We have, &c. 

(Signed) R. Grant, 
Bombay Castle, J. Parish. 

30th November 1837. 


lecret Letter from SECRET LETTER FROM BOMBAY, 

■ BomhaVy 

28 March 1838 Dated 2Hth Afarc/i^ A'o, J of ltS;^h'. 

1. We avail ourselves of the departure of the Berenice to acquaint your 

^ Honourable Committee that the affairs oi the Raja of Sattara are still engaging; 

our best consideration. 

2. Wc deeply regret to inform your Honourable Committee that we have 
received some lurther reports from the Acting Rcsidcuit at Sattara, Lieutenant- 
Colonel Ovans, regarding an improper intercourse maintained by tlie Raja for 
several years with the authorities at Goa, and likewise witli the ex- Raja of 
Nagpore at Joudpore. 

3. In support of each accusation, there is laid before us a mass of evidence, 
oral and documentary ; and the Acting Resident has recorded liis opinion, that 
each is fully established against the Raja. 

4. From tlie vast number of the documents, and the necessary extent of 
Lientenant-('oloncl Ovans s despatches, it is physically impossible to prepare 
copies for transmission by the present overland packet, but we trust that 
nothing will prevent their being transmitted by that of April. 

5. Our object, in the meantime, is to entreat that your Honourable Committee 
will suspend your judgment on the case, and to assure you that we will use 
j)ur best endeavours to place before you the whole of the transactions it em- 
braces in the clearest possible light, and, at the same time, to submit, as we are 
in duty bound to do, the most carefully and impartially considered opinion that 
we can form. 

We have, &:c. 

(Signed) R. Grant, 

Bombay Castle, J. Faiush, 

^28th March 1838. G. W, Anderson. 

* 28th Sept. ; 7th, 12(h, and 26th Oct . ; and 4th Nov. 1837. 
t ISth, 1 4th, and 17th Nhv, 1837. 
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SECRET LETTER FROxM BOMBAY, 

Dated 25tk April, No. 2 of 1838. 

1. With reference to our letter dated the 28th ultimo, we regret to report, 
for the information of your Honourable Committee, that we have l)eeii 
unable to prepare our proposed communication on the case of his Highness 
the Raja of Sattara, in time for despatcli by the steamer, which will leave 
Bombay on the 27th instant. 

2. We can assure your Honourable Committee, that we have striven 
hard to redeem the pledge given in our letter above-mentioned ; but the 
documents which we have to submit for your consideration are so im- 
mensely voluminous, and the case one of such grave importance, and re- 
quiring so much and attentive deliberation, that we have failed in our 
object, and can only trust to the indulgence of your Honourable Com- 
mittee to excuse a delay which is absolutely unavoidable. 

3. We beg leave to add, however, tliat the case is in a considerable state 
of forwardness, and will certainly be transmitted by the next opportunity; 
and, in the meantime, we have only respectfully to repeat our request, 
that your Honourable Committee will be pleased to postpone your decision 
on the charges preferred against his Highness the Raja of Sattara until 
the receipt of our report, which, we doubt not, will fully explain the ex- 
traordinary conduct and proceedings of that prince. 

We have, &c. 

(Signed) R. Grant, 

Bombay Castle, J. Fauish, 

25th April 1838. G. W. Andeeson. 


SECRET LETTER FROM BOMBAY, 

Dated 19/A May, No. 3 of 1838. 

1. In our despatch dated the 25th ultimo, we promised to transmit to your 
Honourable Committee the whole of our proceedings connected with the case 
of the Raja of Sattara, by the overland mail to be despatched by the steamer 
of the present month, and which has since been timed to leave Bombay on 
the 21st instant. 

2. With the view of redeeming this pledge, our Right Honourable Presi- 
dent recorded a minute on the 15th instant, proposing that the proceedings 
should be forwarded ; but tliat, as there was not sufficient time for his 
civil colleagues to form their o]nnions on the immense body of evidence by 
which the case is supported, tliat his own opinion only should be l.rans- 
niitted, and the collective opinion of Government be submitted by the follow- 
ing opportunity. 

3. In a subsequent minute, however, dated the 18th instant, our President 
expressed his regret, that he Was obliged, in some degree, to deviate from Iiis 
lirst intentions, for that he found it quite impossible to complete the scries of 
minutes he had to submit before the 21st instant, the day fixed for the depar-^ 
ture of the Berenice steamer. 

4. lie therefore proposed, that our present report should be confined ex- 
clusively to the Raja of Sattara’s intrigues, during* a long course ot years, 
with the authorities of the Portuguese settlement of Goa. 

5. We therefore respectfully solicit the attention of your Ilonoiirable’Com-i 
mittee to our President’s two elaborate minutes, dated the 5th and 1 5th 
instant, commenting on the evidence obtained on this part of the case, which, 
in his opinion, is most fully and completely substantiated against the Raja. 
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G. Tl»c niiiure of the caso does not admit of an analysis. Both minutes 
have l)een drawn u[) in siieh a eoniproliensivc manner, as will, we think, 
enable your Honourable Coinniittee to form an accurate judgment on the 
] la ja’s conduct ; and, in all their details, they will be found amply verified 
by the proceedings which accompany this despatch. The first minute exclu- 
sively relates to the evidence obtained at Sattara; the second, to the evidence 
obtained by Mr. Dunlop at Dharwar, and by Mr. Spooner at Rutuaghecry ; 
the two last inquiries, as your Honourable Committee will perceive, having 
been conducted quite independently of that carried on at Sattara, and also of 
one another. 

7. In his minute of the 18th instant, our President briefly recapitulates the 
further minutes which it is Ids intention to subndt on this important case. 
These are to embrace the following subjects : — 

1st. Remarks on the Raja of Sattara's intercourse with Moodhojee 
Bhorisleh, the ex-Raja of Nagpore. On this subject our President lias 
already recorded liis opinion, that the alleged intercourse is fully proved ; 
and further, that its objects were treasonable towards the British Govern- 
ment. 


2d. Remarks on a statement or confession made by Appa Sahib, the 
Raja of Satlara's brother, in which lie acknowledges his having, thougli as 
he alleges under the influence of fear, participated in one flagrant act of 
treason committed by the Raja. 


3d. A final miiinte : first, in reca[>itulation of the various intrigues 
proved against the Raja; secondly, in explanation of the real key to the 
Raja’s conduct; and tliirdlv» shewing how, in our President’s opinion, 
the case ougJit ultimately to bcdisjiosed of. 


8, We beg to assure your nonoiirablo C'ommitt(‘c, that we shall inahe 
every exertion to bring thes(*, proceedings to an early termination. Although 
we regret our inability to forward them coini>lcle by this opportunity, the 
delay will not, wc conceive, be altogtither without advantage, inasmuch as tlu* 
o[)inions oi‘ this (jovernment coJJeclively will accompany our final despatcli. 

Wc have, iS:c. 

(Signed) K. (IriANr, 

Bombay Castle, , 1 . Parish, 

Pith May, 1838. G. W. Antdehson. 


lecrot Letter from SECRET LETTER PROM BOMBAY, 

ISomhMy. 

21 May 1838. 21.vl Mat/, No. 0 of 1H38. 

fn continuation oi’ our letter of the 19th instant, relative to the Sattara 
intrigues, we have the honour t<» transmit to your Honourable Committee the 
accompanying copies of minutes recorded by the Honourable Mr. Parish, and 
tlie Honourable Mr. Anderson, dated the 17th instant and this date, respec- 
tively, containing their sentiments on the conduct of his Highness the Raja 
ol‘ Sattara, so tar as relates to the ))rocecdings commented on in our Right 
Honourable President's rninute of the 5th instant. 

We have, &c. 

(Signed) R. Grant, 

Bombay Castle, J. Parish, 

2Jst May, 1838. G. W. Anderson. 


?ret Letter from 
Bombay, 
i June 1838. 


SECRET LETTER FROM BOMBAY, 

Tiaied Ja< June, No. 6 of 1838. 


1. In continuntion of our letters dated the Iflth and 2 ultimo, we avail 
ourselves of the unexpected departure of the Semiramis streamer to the Persian 


Gulf, 
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Gulf, to transmit to your Honourable Oornmittee co])ies of farther inimitcs 
recorded by our Right Honourable President, and by the Honourable Mr, 
Farish, and the Honourable Mr. Anderson, on the case of the Raja oi’ Suttava, 
namely : 

1st. Minute, dated the 24th ultimo, containing our President's remarks 
on the Raja of Sattara’s intercourse with Moodhojee Bhonsleh, the 
ex-Rajah of Nagpore. 

2d. Minute by the Honourable Mr. Farish, dated the 31st ultimo, on 
the same subject. 

3d. Minute by the Honourable Mr. Anderson, of this date, on the 
same subject. 

4th. Minute, dated the 2^5th ultimo, containing our President's remarks 
on the statement or confession made by Aj^pa Sahib, the Raja of Sat- 
tara’.s brother, adverted to in the seventh jvaragraph of our letter of the 
19th ultimo. 

5th. Minute dated the 3Jst ultimo, in which our President has reviewed 
tlic case of the Raja of Sattara, has explained the key to his extra- 
ordinary proc('edings, and has recorded his sentiments as to how the 
case should be finally disposed oJ’. 

2. We have also llie honour to transmit by this opportunity, copies of the 
whole of the correspondence on which the above minutes are founded, as per 
accompanying list. 

3. On the first subject, your ITouourabie Committee will perceive that it is 
the unanimous opinion of this Ooverninent, that an intercourse between the 
Raja of Sattara and the ex-Raja oi’ Nagpore !)as been fully cstablislied ; and 
further, that the object of tliat intercourse was hostile and treasonable towards 
the Britisli Ciovernment. 


4. On the second and third subjects, the opinion of our Prcfsident Ims only 
yet been recorded ; but those of the civil memlKvrs of the Oovernment will be 
submitted to your Hon()uniblc Committee by the next opportunity. 

5. By this opportunity, however, we, have the honour to forward copy of a 
minute recorded by the Hoiioiiral)le Mr. Parish oii tlic i9th ultimo, and of a 
minute recorded liy tlie Honourable Mr. Aiulersiui on tJie 22d iilliino, con- 
taining their oj)inion.s on the evidence obtained at Dharwar and Rutnagheery, 
in connexion witli the Raja of Sattara’s intrigues at (jioa, and to wliich we beg 
to solicit the attention of vour Honourable Committee. 

We have, kc. 

(Signed) R . G \i a n t, 

Bombay Castle, J. Faimsh, 

1st June 1S38. G. W. Anderson. 


SECRET LETTER FROM BOMBAY, 

Dated I2th June, AV;. 7 ry‘ ]S38. 

In continuation of our letter dated the 1st instant, we have the honour to 
transmit to your Honourable Committee copies of further minutes recorded by 
our Right Honourable President, and by the Honourable Mr. Farish and the 
Honourable Mr. Anderson, dated as per margin,* on the case of his Highness 
the Raja of Sattara, together with copy of the letter, which we have caused to 
be addressed to the Secretary to the Right Honourable the Governor General 
India, forwarding the further proceedings of this Government in the above case. 

We have, &c. 

(Signed) R. Grant, 

Bombay Castle, J. Parish, 

J2th June 1838. G. W. Anderson, 


• Minute by the Honourable Mr. Farish, - dated 4th June. 
Do .. do .. .. Mr Anderson, dated 7 th — 

Do . • . . do . . . . Governor, . . dated 8th — 

Do . . , « do , • • • Mr, Anderson, dated 9th — 
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SECRET LETTER FROM BOMBAY, 

Dated 3d July, No. 10 of 1838. 

1. With reference to our letters, dated as per margin, ^regarding the Sattara 
intrigues, we have the honour to transmit to your Honourable Committee the 
accompanying copy of a despatch from the Acting Resident at Sattara, dated 
the 25th ultimo, together with the translation of a further from Geerjahbye, 
the mother ofC iovind Row, Dewan, dated the 12th of last month, and other 
documents on the same subject. 

2. The information contained in the above documents is, in our opinion, of 
considerable importance. 

1st. As confirmatory of the genuineness of Geerjahbye’s petition : 

2d. As proving the grcjit efforts made at Sattara to induce her to disown 
that petition : 

3d. As corroborative of the fact of the Goa intrigues having become 
known to Colonel Robertson : 

4th. As illustrating the nature of the proceedings of the Raja’s agents 
in England. 


3. It is a singular fact, that his Highness the Raja of Sattara should have 
first been apprised of Geerjahbye’s petition from England. 

4. Wc have forwarded copies of the above documents to the Right Honour- 
able the Governor General of India, and have instructed the Acting Resident 
at Sattara to adopt the most efficient means in his power for protecting 
Geerjahbye, should such become necessary. 

We have, 8cc. 

(Signed) J. Fauisii, 

Bombay Castle, G. W. A xderson. 

3d July 1838. 


SECRET LETTER FROM BOMBAY, 

ecrct Letter from 

Dated 5th Sqdember, No. 20 of 1838. 

I. In continuation of our previous despatches relating to the conduct of the 
Raja of Sattara, wc liave the honour to transmit to your Iloiiourable Committee, 
copies of letters from the Acting Resident at Sattara, dated as per margin,f 
submitting extracts from a correspondence carried on with the Raja by one of 
his agents at Bombay, named Rungoba. 

2'. For a review of the principal facts and circumstances alluded to in this 
correspondence, we beg to refer your Honourable Committee to a minute 
recorded by our President on the 24th ultimo. 

3. From internal evidence, it is manifest that this correspondence is con- 
ducted under the direction and advice of Dr. Milne, who must therefore be 
considered responsible lor its highly objectionable tone and tenor. 

4. It throws considerable light on the attempt made by the Raja of Sattara 
to free himself from the dangerous position in which he is placed. It proves 
that he has numerous agents in Bombay, some of whom have acted indepen- 
dently of Dr. Milne, who has strongly remonstrated against tlieir proceedings, 
and has insisted, and apparently with some success, that lie alone ought to be 
employed. It also shews, that the Raja has, through Dr. Milne, entered into 
an extensive correspondence with persons in EnglancJ, and that agents have 
proceeded thither to advocate his cause. 

* lOtli and 2lst May; and Island J2th June 1838. 
f 15tli Feb. ; 17th March ; 25th April ; 31st May ; 15th and 16th Aug. 1838. 


The 
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5. The most important circumstance, however, revealed by this correspon- 
dence, is the shameful use, or rather abuse, of the liberty of the press whicli 
Dr. Milne has been guilty of ; disgraceful in the case of any one, but more 
especially in that of a pensioned servant of Government. 

6. Dr. Milne now stands forth as the author of the gross libels against this 
Government which have on various occasions appeared in the Bombay Gazette 
newspaper ; and what is still more criminal, these libels have, in some cases, 
been transmitted by his direction to the Raja of Sattara, in order to shew liis 
contempt of Government, and his power to vilify them and their officers, and 
thereby to maintain his influence over the Raja’s mind. 

7. In order to enable your Honourable Committee to form your own judg- 
ment on the libellous effusions to which we refer, we transmit with this 
despatch : — 

1st. Such extracts from the above newspaper relating to the Sattara case, 
as are actually alluded to in Ruugoba’s correspondence as having been 
sent to the Raja : 

2d. Extracts of a similar nature, which are not alluded to in that part 
• of the correspondence bef ore us : 

We have only further to add, that Dr. Milne’s connection with the Gazette 
press is matter of public notoriety, and that Mr. McDonald, late editor of 
that paper, is believed to have proceeded to England to advocate the Raja’s 
cause. 

8. It will remain with your Honourable Committee to determine, whether a 
pensioned servant of (lovernnicnt should be allowed with impunity, and for 
the worst of purposes, thus clandestinely to make use of the press, as an engine 
for bringing the ( iovcrnnicut of this country into disrespect, and charging those 
vested with authority, with tyranny and oppression towards a well-affected 
Native Prince. Apart from the Sattara case, we consider this to be a question 
of some moment ; and we conceive it would be a dereliction of duty on our 
part, were we not to declare, tliat if such liberty be permitted, the most inju- 
rious consequences are likely to ensue. 

9. We are aware that, under the existing law, the Government is powerless. 
But this will probably suggest for consideration, whether it is not expedient 
to pass some law which will provide against such a monstrous abuse of the 
liberty of the press, in a country wliere the Government stands in need of all 
the safeguards that can be devised. 

10. Dr. Millie is in the receipt of a pension of ^700 per annum, and your 
Honourable Committee will perhaps consider how far his unjustifiable pro- 
ceedings ought to affect [i^] ; or, at all events, whether it is not desirable to 
withhold payment in this country, and to declare that, henceforward, it will 
only be paid to himself in person at the East- India House. 

11. In Mr, Secretary Macnaghten’s letter of the 21st December last we 
were informed, that the Governor General deemed “ it right to observe, that 

the tone and temper manifested by Dr. Milne in this discussion appeared 

very objectionable, and far beyond the limits of any fair and temperate repre- 
'' sentation of facts.” This opinion was merely founded on Dr. Milne’s cor- 
respondence with his Lordship, forwarded through this Government; and it is 
scarcely necessary to remark, how much the justice of that opinion is exem- 
plified by the present correspondence. 

12 . 
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14 . 

« « ^ * 

0 * * * * * 

15. As far as the Raja of Sattara himself is concerned, the correspondence 
does not convey much additional information, except on one point. It cor- 
roborates a fact of some importance, which lias been elsewhere noticed, namely, 
that his Highness desires to assume the comprehensive title of “ King of the 
Hindoos:*' in factj so addressed by his agent. 


16 . 
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Bombay Castle, 
5th September 1838. 


We have, &c. 

(Signed) 


J. Parish, 

G. W. Anderson, 
John A. Dunlop. 


SECRET LETTER FROM BOMBAY, 

Dated 1th September, No. 23 (f/' 1838. 

****** 

****** 


SECRET LETTER FROM BOMBAY, 

Dated 5t/i October, No. 26 of 1838. 

1 . In continuation of our letter, dated the 7th ultimo, relative to the Sattara 
affairs, we have tlic honour to tninsmit to your Honourable Committee copy 
of a further despatch from the Acting Resident at Sattara, dated the 20th 
ultimo, on the subject. 

2. Wc have forwarded a copy of the above despatch to the Right 
Honourable the Governor General of India, and have solicited liis Lordship’s 
particular attention to the 6th paragraph of Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans’s letter 
above quoted, and to the documents therein alluded to, proving that the Raja’s 
agents in Bombay have not scrupled to communicate to the Raja events of a 
jjolitical nature, which are at present a cause of much anxiety and embar- 
•rassment to the British Government. 

3. We cannot suppose that it will be tolerated, that persons, not only 
British .subjects but servants of the British Government, shall transmit in- 
fonnation of a political and secret nature connected with military operations 
to a foreign State, known to be ill-disposed towards us ; and although this 
Government cannot apply a remedy, yet we deem it our bounden duty to 

•represent, in the strongest terms, the gross indecency and impropriety of such 
communications. 

4. Your Honourable Committee will observe from Rungoba’s letter, dated 
the 7th August (No. 9 of the enclosures to Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans's des- 

. patch). 


secret Letter from 
; Bombay, 

; 7 Sept. 1838. 


Secret Letter from 
Bombay, 
i. 6 Oct. 1838. 
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patch), that he communicates, in Dr. Milne’s name, that disputes exist be- SATTARA 

tween the British Government and Persia, Arabia, and Russia; that wc have I^APe^S. 

concluded a treaty with Runjeet Singh ; that we are threatened with hosti- Secret L^er frof. 
lilies by the chief of Nepaul, who had collected an army of 20,000 or 25,000 Bombay, 
men ; and lastly, that the Raja of Burmah is preparing to war against us ; 
and adds, that he had visited Mr. Baber, who had confirmed the intelligence 
to the above effect received from Dr. Milne. In a postscript he (Rungoba) 
communicates information regarding the movements of troops and reinforce- 
ments expected from England, describes Shikarpoore, and states, “ the Ne- 
“ paulwala has issued proclamations inviting all Hindoos, whoever they may 
be, to co-operate and to enter his service.” In Dr. Milne’s name Rungoba 
enjoins secrecy : “ The Sahib said, these matters, which I have directed you 
to write and report to the Maharaj Sirkar, should not be publicly comrnu- 
nicated to any one there.” 

5. In a letter dated the 6th September (No. 12 of the enclosures to Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Ovaiis’s despatcli), tlic agent gives information regarding pass- 
ing events in Afghanistan, and observes — The Roos, Room, and other 
** people, are warlike soldiers and sturdy. In the event of war breaking out 
it will be difficult; but the British Government is formidable. After this, 
good success or ill success in this rests in the power of God. Thus hath 
“ the Sahib said.” 

C. Ill a letter of the lltli September, the Agent reports, that it had been 
discovered that the states of Rajpootana were in treasonable communication 
with Russia, and had written, “ We all are one; with your co-operation we 
will expel the English from this country.” 

7. In allusion to the Raja of Sattara’s own case, the Agent observes signi- 
ficantly : “ But there is no documentary proof.” 

8. In No. 14, enclosure to Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans’s despatch, the Agent 
reports, that the Russians and l^ersians have united against us, and that Dost 
Mahomed, Wuzeer of Room Sham in Turkistan, had joined them with a great 
number of troops: and in No. 15, enclosure to the same letter, it is stated, 
that orders have been received from the (Toveruor General to send thirteen 
regiments from Bombay and twenty from Madras against the Russians. 

9. We take this opportunity of transmitting to your Honourable Committee 
cojiy of a letter from the Acting Resident at Sattara, dated the 27th of August, 
stating his reasons for not presenting the letter to his Highness the Raja, 
announcing the death of the late C^overnor; and beg to observe, that the tliive 
last letters of the series accompanying the Acting Resident’s letter of the 3()th 

ultimo, testifying that that officer acted with his usual jiidgmeut in suggesting * 

the non delivery of khurrveia in question, and the manner in which the 
Raja’s agent intended to misconstrue that communication. 

We have, &c. 

(Signed) J. F a r r s ii, 

Bombay Oastle, G. W. Axderson, 

5th October 1838. John A. Donlop. 


SECRET LETTER FROM BOMBAY, Secret Letter froiii- 

Bombay, 

Dated Gtk October, No, 28 of 1838- ® Oct. 1838. : 

1. We beg to transmit to your Honourable Committee an extract from the 
proceedings of the Government, relative to an application from Monsieur de 

(formerly in the suite of Moolveo Mahomed Ismail Khan, Ambas-* 

sador from the late King of Oude), for permission to accept employment in a 
civil capacity in the service of his Highness the Raja of Sattara, which we . 
without hesitation refused. 
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2. Monsieur de sub.scquently solicited permission to settle in the 

Sattnra territory, to carry on some speculation which he stated he had in view. 
This request we also negatived. 

3. We further beg to transmit herewith,, a copy of a despatch from the 
Acting Resident at Sattara, dated the 25th ultimo, which sufficiently proves 

the falsity of the representations made by Monsieur de — of the objects 

he had in view in requesting permission to visit Sattara, and shews the neces- 
sity which existed for refusing compliance with his application. 

4. In forwarding tliis letter to the Governor General of India, we have 
informed his Lordship we are of opinion that the public interests must suffer, 
unless some decisive measures are speedily adopted to put an end to these 
intrigues, by bringing the case of the llaja of Sattara to a final termination. 

5. From the accompanying memorandum by Mr. Willoughby, our 
Political Secretary, dated the 3d instant, jmur Honourable Committee will 

perceive that Monsieur de called at that gentleman's house on the 

previous morning, and made the following communication : “ Notwithstanding 

your cruelty towards me (alludijig to the refusal of the Government to permit 

him to ])rocecd to Sattara), I deem it right to inform you that I have been 
** applied to by an agent to obtain five hundred engineers and men. The 

agent does not belong to one of the protected states.'' Monsieur dc 

refused to disclose the name of the agent or the slate he alluded to, and 
abruptly left the house, 

0. The communication made by Monsieur de shews strikingly the 

length to which the parties who arc engaged in tim Sattara intrigues are dis- 
posed to proceed. Whatever may have been Monsieur de 's object 

in the communication, whether the substance of his communication be true or 
fictitious, we are of opinion that he should, if the law provides the meau.s, be 
checked and jmnished for such proceedings. If the coinmiinicatioii be true, 
and means, as im))lied, that this person has been applied to by the agent of 
an Indian State, for his aid in raising military levies, tlie communication is 
treasonable in a British subject, if he withholds from (ioverninent the neces- 
sary information to enable them to ado|)t measures for counteraction. 


7. W'e have, liowever, deemed it advisable, in the first instance, to refer to 
the Acting Advocate-General for his opinion, as to whether the circumstances 
reported by the Political Secretary amount to an oft’eiice against tlie laws, and 
if so, of what distinct character, and what proceedings may be adopted against 
Monsieur de . 


8. The result of this reference, and any further proceedings which we may 
be called upon to ado|)t in lliis case, will licreafter be reported to your Honour- 
able Committee. 

We have, &c. 

(Signed) J. Parish, 

Bombay Castle, G. W. Anderson, 

6th October 1838. John A. Dunlop. 


SECRET LETTER FROM MR. SECRETARY WILLOUGHBY TO 
f|M.wnoughby MR. SECRETARY MELVILL, . 

v^toSec, Mclvill, 

t' 6 Oct. 1838 . . Sir • looted 6th October 1838. 

I am directed by the Honourable the Governor in Council, to request tha^ 
you will be pleased, to cause the accompanying packet to be delivered to the 
.Honourable the Secret Committee, and to state that, as the Atalanta steamer 
is to leave this afternoon, the Governor in Council trusts that the Honourable 
tlie Secret Committee will excuse the present irregular way of forwarding the 
j^acket in question. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) J. P. Willoughby, 

v^ohibay Castle, Secretary to Government. 

6 October 1838. 
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SECRET LETTER FROM BOMBAY, 

Dated 24f/i October^ JSJ^o* Z \ of 1338* 

1. In continuation of our several despatches to your Honourable Committee 
respecting the intrigues carried on by his Highness the Raja of Sattara, we 
now do ourselves the honour of transmitting, for the information of your Ho- 
nourable Committee, copy of a letter from the Secretary in attendance on the 
Right Honourable the Governor General of India, dated the 24th ultimo, for- 
warding copy of a minute recorded by his Lordship on the evidence wliich 
has been obtained against the Raja, and prescribing the course whicli should 
be pursued in finally disposing of this difficult and arduous case. 

2. We have experienced tiie most unfeigned satisfaction, in perceiving that 
the sentiments of the Governor General on the llaja’s proceedings, now so 
fully coincide with those w'hicli this Government Jrad previously recorded, 
and that his Lordship concurs with us in opinion, that the Raja is already 
guilty of the three principal charges whicli have been preferred against him 
viz : 

1st. His treasonous intercourse with the authorities at Goa : 

2d. II is treasonous intercourse with the ex-Raja of Nagpore : 

3d. His attempt to seduce two Native olHcers of the 23d regiment 
of Native Infantry from their allegiance to the British Government. 

3. In this result vve chiefly rely for a full and complete justification of our 
proceedings in this important i|uestion, and that no part of the obloquy and 
reproach which has been so industriously cast on this Government, but more 
especially on our late highly-respected President, the Right Honourable Sir 
Robert Grant, botli by the Raja and hi.s numerous partizans, will be con- 
sidered to have been justly deserved. 

4. We confidently anticipcitc, that your Honourable C^oinniittee will, after 
an attentive consideration of the voluminous prooeediugs which liave been for- 
warded with our former despatches on this subject, arriv^e at the same conclu- 
sions as those recorded in the minute of the Highl Honourable the Governor 
General of India, now submitted, and that the proceedings of this Ciovernment 
ill the painful and responsilile jiosition in whicli it was placed will be 
honoured with your ajiprobatiou. 

5. In conformity with the- instructions of the Governor General, we have 
adopted the preliminary measure of directing Iaeutenaiit-C>olonel Ovuns to 
prepare and submit for our approval, a stalenicnt embodying a full and clear 
detail of the facts coimceied with the several charges against the Raja, and 
of the names of the witne.sscs by whom they are proved, with a notice of the 
circumstances under which the evidence was obtained, in order that this 
document may be afterwards furnished to the Uaja, and the opportunity 
afforded him of stating whatever he may desire to urge on his own behalf. 

6. We have desired Lieuteuaiit-Coionel Ovans, in preparing this statement, 
to confine himself to the three principal charges alluded to in the second 
paragraph of this despatch, and to omit all points of a doubtful nature, and 
such as he may conceive cannot be established by sufficient evidence. 

7. We have, at the same time, directed the Resident to rc|)ort what mea- 
sures he may consider expedient to adopt, lor the full and efficient protection 
of the witnesses, and for preserving inviolate the guarantees which have been 
extended to them. 

8. We are of opinion, that a month or six weeks will be a sufficient period 
to enable the Raja to complete his answer to the statement ; but, on this 
point, we have requested the Resident’s opinion. 

9. When this statement has been prepared, we have requested Lieutenant- 
Colonel Ovans to submit a separate report on the connection of Dr. Milne 
with the Sattara intrigues, for ultimate transmission to the Right Honourable 
Ihe Governor General of India. 

G • ''D w.- 
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li v have derived great gratification from observing the terms of high 

^ ’ commendation in which the Governor General has, in the last paragraph of 

:|lecret Letter fron his minute, noticed the eminent merits which have been displayed by Lieu- 
t^*^ 2 L*^^“Colonel Ovans, in the prosecution and report of these inquiries, 

11. On this occasion, it has appeared to us essential to the public interests, 
to support and strengthen, as far as possible, the authority of Lieutenant- 
Colonel Ovans, in the arduous and difficult situation in which, for some time 
to come, he will be placed ; and, with this object in view, we have deemed it 
expedient no longer to delay confirming that officer in the situation of Resi- 
dent at Sattara, for which he has already proved himself, so eminently quali- 
fied. We trust tliat this measure will receive the approbation of your 
Honourable Committee. 

12, Copy of the instructions issued to the Resident has been forwarded to 
the Right Honourable the Governor General, and we shall not fail to report, 
for the information of your Honourable (Committee, any further proceedings 
which may be adopted. 

We have. See. 

(Signed) J. Parish, 

Bombay Castle, G. W. Anderson, 

24th October 1838. John A. Dunlop. 


SECRET LETTER PROM BOMBAY, 

Dated \5th Nova7ibe7\ No. 37 fj/'1838. 

With reference to our despatch dated the 5th September, relative to the con- 
duct of Mr. Baber and Dr. Milne as connected with the intrigues at Sattara, 
we have the honour to forward, for the consideration of your Honourable Com- 
mittee, copy of a comniunicatioii from the Secretary in attendance on the , 
Right Honourable the CJovernor General of India, dated the 11th ultimo, ex- 
pressing his Lordshi])’s concurrence in the view taken by this Government of the 
conduct of the two gentlemen in question, and stating that, in regard to the 
former gentleman, the decision should be left to the Honourable the Court of 
Directors, and as respects Dr. Milne, that it would be objectionable to take 
any immediate jueasurcs, until the investigation into the conduct of the Raja of 
Sattara shall have been brought to a conclusion. 

We have, &c. 

(Signed) J. Paris If, 

Bombay Castle, G. W. Anderson, 

15th November 1838. J. A. Dunlop. 


^^cret Letter from 
■Ji: Bombay, ' 
tU Nov. 1838. 


Letter from SECRET LfeTTER FROM BOMBAY, 

Bombay, 

■^1 Dec. 1838. Dated U/ December , No. 38 fy/']838. 

* 1. In continuation of our despatch dated the 5th October last, relative to the 

Sattara intrigues, we beg to submit, for the information of your Honourable 
Committiee, cojiy of a letter from the Resident at Sattara dated the 16th 
ultimo, and of its enclosures, and of the documents therein adverted to, which, 
in ^pur opinion, throw considerable light on the mode in which Dr. Milne con- 
d^iits his pernicious agency with the Raja. 

'•‘ 2. \Vc have also forwarded copy of the Resident’s letter to the Right 
^lionouriible the Governor General of India, and requested the instructions of 
'fliis Lordship, as to whether such a system should any longer be tolerated ; 
and wliether, with reference to these and other previous instances. Dr. Milne 

should 
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should not be peremptorily forbidden henceforward from holding: com- 
munications, directly or indirectly, with the Raja or any of his connections. 

We have, &c. 

(Signed) J. Fauish, 

Bombay Castle, G. W. ANOKasoN. 

1st December 1838* John A. Dunlop. 


SECRET LETTER FROM BOMBAY. 

Dated 1j< December , No, 41 (j/’1838. 

1 . In continuation of our letter dated the 24th ultimo, we have the honour 
to forward, for the information of your Honourable Committee, copies of two 
despatches, dated the 15th instant, from the Resident at Sattara, urging strong 
and powerful reasons, why the Raja of Sattara should not, as a preliminary 
])ieasurc, be furnished with tlie statement prescribed in the twelfth paragraph 
of the Kiglit Honourable the Governor-General of India's minute dated the 
23d Septeniber last, forming an accompaniment to our letter above alluded to. 

2. We have likewise the honour to submit copy of our Political Secretary’s 
letter of this date, submitting the question for his Lordship's reconsideration, 
and stating it to be our opinion, that it will be preferable, at once, to appoint 
a Commission, to investigate the charges against the Raja, and thus bring this' 
case to a final termination. 

3. W e have ventured to express this opinion chiefly on two grounds : — 

1st. Because we are unable to devise any means for securing efficient 
protection to the witnesses, after their names and the. nature of their 
evidence lias been cominunicated to the Raja. 2ndly. Because we are 
convinced that this case cannot be concluded without the appointment 
of a Commission ; and that the statement which has been prepared by 
the Resident, if now given to the Raja, will only lead to a lengthened 
and unsatisfactory corrcsi)ondencc with the Raja. 

4. Pending the receipt of his Lordship’s reply, we shall not adopt any 
further measures, but shall be entirely guided by such instructions as wo may 
hereafter be liivourcd with. 

Wc have, ^'c. 

(Signed) J. FAiasii, 

Bombay Castle, G. W. Anderson, 

1st December 1838. John A. Dunlop. 

SECRET LETTER FROM BOMBAY, 

Dated Ls^ December^ No\ 42 of 1838. 

1. With reference to our despatch dated 15th November 1838, relative to 
the conduct of Mr. Baber and Ur. Milne as connected with the intrigues at 
Sattara, we have tlie honour to forward to your Honourable Conimittec copy 
of a further communication from the Secretary in attendance on the Right 
Honourable the Governor General of India, dated the 22d October last, stating 
that the papers alluded to in our despatch to^your Honourable Committee, 
elated the 5th October, had tended to confirm the opinion already expressed 
hv his Lordship, of the highly unbecoming and reprehensible conduct of Dr. 
-'nine, and to induce his Lordship to think even more unfavourably than before 
^>f tliat gentleman’s motives and proceedings. 

2. The Governor General was nevertheless of opinion, that until the termi- 
^aitiou of the pending inquiry into the conduct of the Raja of Sattara, Dr. 
^Millie should not be visited with any serious penalty; for such a measure, his 
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Lordshi^j considered, would be liable to be construed into a desire of depriving 
the Raja of the aid of an efficient adviser in the preparation of his defence. 
But his Lordship at the same time, suggested, that with regard both to Dr. 
Milne and Mr. Baber, an abstract of instances of their misconduct should be 
prepared, and submitted for the consideration and orders of the Honourable 
the Court of Directors, who would visit them with such mark of their displea- 
sure, cither by depriving them of their pensions or otherwise, as might be 
deemed just and proper. 

3. With reference to our despatches noted in the margin* regarding Monsieur 

de , the “individual whose applicxition to visit Sattara was refused 

by us, we beg to report, that he is considered by the Right Honourable 
the (Jovernor General as a more adventurer, who has mixed himself up 
in the Sattara intrigues in the hope of gaining money, and that he is 
not of sufficient importance to merit the notice, of Government; but that, if we 
thought it otherwise, he might be told that a perseverance in the spirit of 
intrigue he huvS dis])laycd, would subject him to the j)enalty of deportation. 

4. Wc have caused a copy of the above communication to be forwarded to 
the Resident at Sattara. 

We have, &c. 

(Signed) J. Parish, 

Bombay Castle, G. W. Andkhson, 

1st December 1838. Johk A. Dunlop. 


SECRET LETTER PROM BOMBAY, 

Dated l.v^ IJccemhcr, Av;. 44 ^>/*1838. 

Witli reference to our despatch dated the (ith October last, regarding Mon- 
sieur de , and to the cornniunicatioji made by him to our Political 

Secretary, alluded to in the fiflb paragraph thereof, we have now the honour 
to transmit copy of a letter from the Acting Advocate- General of the same 
date, from whicli your lloiiourable Comrnitt(*-o will perceive, that that officer 
is of opinion that no legal ])roceedings could be adopted against Monsieur dc 

; we have therefore, for the present, resolved upon taking no further 

step in the case. 

We have, &c. 

(Signed) J. Parish, 

John Klank, 

Bombay Castle, G. W. Anderson, 

1st December 183 H, • John A. Dunlop. 


SE(niET LETTER FROM BOMBAY, 

Dated Ath December^ No, 47 of 1838. 

1. We beg to transmit to your Honourable Committee copies of the corres- 
pondence noted in the niargiii, 4 j and to observe that these documents, in our 
opinion, confirm in a most remarkable manner the previous proofs obtained 
against the Raja of Sattara, of his having held treasonous intercourse wiili 
Goa/" 

V ‘ 2. We 

* (Hh Oct., No. 28, 1838, and Secretary’s Letter of the same date. 

^ C<»py of a letter fiom the Acting Political Agent in the Southern Mahratta country, without 
dale, with onclosurea, to the Resident at Sattara, dated 28lh Oct. 1838 ; from do., dated J8th Nov. 
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2. We also have the honour to forward copy of a letter from Colonel Ovans, 
the Resident at Sattara, dated the 22d ultimo, handing up ti^anslations of 
documents sen^from Bombay, by the direction of Dr. Milne, to his Highness 
the Raja, and to state that we consider their contents to be of a very singular 
character, and as likely to confirm his Highness’s hostility towards the British 
Government, by giving him false impressions of the present state of affairs in 
India. 

3. We likewise beg to submit to your Honourable Committee copy of a fur- 
ther letter from Colonel Ovans, dated the 23d ultimo, containing a clear and 
plain statement of the origin, nature, and progress of Dr. Milne’s connection 
with the Raja; and to observe, that it remains with your Honourable Committee 
to determine whether any, and what, notice should be taken of that gentle- 
man’s most unjustifiable proceedings in the case. This statement has been 
prepared in conformity with the instructions of the Right Honourable the 
Governor General of India, communicated to us in Mr. Secretary Macnaghten’s 
letter dated the 24th September last. 

4. In conclusion, wc have the honour to draw the attention of your Honourable 
ICommittee to that part of the Resident’s report, adverting to the share which 
Mr. Baber has latterly taken in these intrigues. 

We have, &c. 

(Signed) J. Fauish, 

Bombay Castle, G. W. Anpersov, 

4th December 1838, John A. Dunlop. 


SECRET LETTER FROM BOMBAY, 

Dated 5/A December, No. 50 of 1838. 

1. We beg to transmit to your Honourable (vommittec copy of a letter and of 
its enclosure from the Resident of Sattara, dated the 28th ultimo, reporting it 

to be the intention of the Raja to depute Monsieur de in charge of a 

mission to England on his Highness’s affairs. 

2. Copy of this communication has been forwarded to the Right Honourable 
the Governor General of India, with a request that his Lordship will be pleased 
to favour us with his instructions, as to whether the mission in question should 
be allowed to proceed to England. 

We have, &c. 

(Signed) J, Parish, 

Bombay Castle, G. W. Anderson, 

5th December 1838. John A. Dunlop. 


EXTRACT SECRET LETTER FROM BOMBAY, 

Dated 19fA January, No. 6 of 183,9. 

Para. 3. As connected with this despatch, we beg also to forward to your 
Honourable Committee copy of a letter and enclosure from the Resident at 
Sattara dated the 7th instant, and to observe, that these documents indicate 
that his Highness the Raja of Sattara is still in communication w4th the 
cx-Raja of Nagpore. 

4. Copy of this communication has been forwarded to the Right Honourable 
the Governor General of India, with an intimation, that it rests with his Lord- 
ship to determine whether any measures should be adopted at Joudpore, to 
ascertain more precisely the nature of the improper intercourse ; and the 
Resident at Sattara has, in the mean time, been requested to persevere in his 
inquiries on the subject. 
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SECRET LETTER FROM BOMBAY, 

Dated ^Ist January^ No. li of 1839. 

1. With reference to our despatch dated the 1st December (No. 41) 1838, 
relative to the case of his Highness the Raja of Sattara, we now do ourselves 
the honour of forwarding to your Honourable Committee, copy of a letter from 
the Officiating Secretary with the Right Honourable the Governor General of 
India, dated the 31st ultimo, forwarding copy of a minute by his Lordship on 
the subject. 

2. In forwarding the above communication, we regret to state that the same 

reached Bombay only on the 21st instant, being one day subsequent to the 
departure of the Uonounxblc Company's steamer Lindsay with the last 

overland mail, which prevented it being forwarded to your Honourable Com- 
mittee, as intended by his Lordship, by that opportunity. 

3. The sentiments expressed by the Right Honourable the Governor Generaf 
of India in the above minute have afforded us much gratification ; since, 
although his Lordship hesitates to carry into eflect the suggestions of this 
Government regarding the disposal of this case without the previous instruc- 
tions of your Honourable Committee, he ap[)ears fully to concur with us as to 
the necessity of their adoption. 


Bombay Castle, 
31st January 1832 


We have, &c. 


(Signed) J. Fahisr, 

G. W, Andeusox, 
John A. Dunlop. 
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SECRET LETTER FROM BOMBAY, 

6/Ji February y No. 12 of 1839. 

I. With reference to our despatch, dated the 4th December (No. 47) 1838, 
relative to Dr. Milne's connexion witli his Highness the Raja of Sattara, we 
have the honour to transmit to your Honouralile Committee copy of a letter 
from the Officiating Secretary in attendance on the Right Honourable the 
Governor General of India, dated the 7t!i ultimo, from which your Honourable 
Committee will perceive that his I.ordship fully concurs with us in opinion, 
as to the impro\)riety of Dr. Milne’s proceedings as connected witli the case of 
the Raja of Sattara, 

V. 2. We have not deemed it expedient, at this stage of our proceedings, to 
inaKbo -x communication to Dr. Milne to the extent directed by the Right 
Honouri» ^ble the Governor General, for the reasons assigned in our Honourable 
President s , rniiiute, dated the 25th ultimo, a copy of which is herewith for- 
warded. 

3. Wc ha\e, ^ caused Dr. Milne to be informed, that under the 

. it^structions 1 ^ ^ Lordship, and as a subject and a pensioner of 

the Bntisi _^p/nent, he should henceforth refrain from holding any com- 

either directly or indirectly, with his Highness the 

■ We have, &c. 


Bombay 

V"Gth February jggg 


(Signed) J. Parish, 

G. W. Anderson, 
John- A. Duneop. 
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POLITICAL LETTER FROM BOMBAY, 

Dated 2Qth February^ No. 6 of 1839. 

1. We beg to acknowledge the receipt of your Honourable Court’s despatcli 
dated the 13th June (No. 12) 1838, and to state that the whole of the pro- 
ceedings of this Government, connected with the case of his Highness the 
Raja of Sattara have, up to the present date, been forwarded to the Govern- 
ment of India. 

2. We beg to inform your Honourable Court, that all our proceedings con- 
nected with this case, subsequent to those alluded to in your despatch now 
acknowledged, have been forwarded to the Honourable the Secret Committee 
on the dates noted in the margin.* 

We have, &c. 

(Signed) J. Fakisii, 

Bombay Castle, G. W. Anderson, 

20th February, 1839. John A. Duis^lop. 


SECRET LETTER FROM BOMBAY, 

Dated 2^th February^ No, 24, of 1839. 

1. We do ourselves the honour to report to your Honourable Committee, 
that in a letter from the Superintendent of the Indian Navy, dated the 12th 
instant, that officer brought to our notice the circumstance of eight Hindoos 
having engaged a ])assage on board the French ship GVrn’gcvCWicr, bound to 
Bordeaux, for the alleged purpo.se of eventually j)rocecding to England, on a 
mission on the part of his llighncs.s the Raja of Sattara. 

2. On the same date tlie Acting Senior Magistrate of Police reported, that 

Monsieur de the individual alluded to in our despatches noted in 

the margin, '(■ was about to quit Bombay as u passenger on board the above- 
mentioned ship, with the inteiilion of landing on the Malabar coast. 

3. Wc h ave, in consequence, deemed it requisite to instruct the Acting 

Senior Magistrate of Police to intiinate to Monsieur de that he was 

quite at liberty to yjrocced to Europe or to ijuit India, but that he could not 
be permitted to land and remain at subonliiiato stations belonging to the 
Honourable Company’s teriitoritics. 

4. Wc have, at the same time, caused a circular letter to be addressed to 
tlie different autlunities on the Malabar coast, informing them that Monsieur 

de lias, during his residence in Bombay, l)cen considered to be a 

person to whom permission to jiroeeed into the interior should not be granted, 
in order that they may prevent his landing ami remaining at any of the .subor- 
dinate stations of tlie Honourable Company. 

5. In regard to the eight individuals above alluded to, the Acting Senior 
Magistrate was requested to ascertain the grounds on which they were pro- 
ceeding to Europe ; wdiether they^ were exactly aw'are on what terms they 
were going to so distant a country ; whether they proceeded witJi their own « 
free will; and what means they possessed for their support during their 
absence. 

6. The Acting Senior Magistrate was farther requested, in the event of 
these persons stating that they were going under the orders of his Highness 
the Raja of Sattara, immediately to place himself in communication with the 

Acting 

* 28th March; 2Sth April 19th andSlstMay; Ist and 12th Jiiiu?; 3d July ; 5th, 7th, and 
29th Sept. ; 6th and 24th Oct. ; 15th Nov.; 1st, 4th, and 5th Dec. 1838 ; and 6th Feb. 1839, 

t 6th October, No, 28 of 1838 ; let Dec., No. 42 of 1838 ; Ist Dec. No. 44 of 1838 ; 5tU Dec., 
No, 50 of 1838. 
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SATTARA Acting Advocate -General on the subject, in order that, if it appeared to that 

P APER S. officer that they could be prevented from proceeding on such a mission, they 
Secret Letter from flight, if we judged such a measure expedient, be detained. 

25^eb!*1839. Resident at Sattara was requested to report if any circumstances 

had come to his knowledge confirmatory of such a mission being deputed to 
England by his Highness the Raja. 

8. The Acting Advocate-General having, in a letter dated the 18th instant, 
expressed an opinion in accordance with our own sentiments on the subject, we 
caused an immediate examination of the parties composing the mission to be 
held by our Acting Secretary in the Persian Department, with the* view of 
ascertaining the real facts connected with their mission ; and the Resident at 
Sattara was, at the same time, requested to ascertain from the Raja whether 
these persons were deputed by his Highness. 

9. On these Hindoos being interrogated by the Acting Senior Magistrate of 
Police, four of them stated that they intended to proceed to the Malabar coast 
as merchants, and that the others were their servants ; that they had no par- 
ticular object in view ; that they did not know to what part of the coast they 
were proceeding ; that when they reached the coast, if the weather proved 
favourable, they would go on to London, to see a country of the wonders of 
which they have heard so much ; that they did not know any one in London, 
but that they would find an agent on their arrival there ; that though they 
were the subjects of the Raja of Sattara, they were unknown to his Highness, 
and that he was not even aware of their intended voyage. 

10. On an application from the owner of the ship George Cuvier, representing 
the inconvenience to which he was subjected in consequence of the port-clcar- 
ance of his vessel being withheld on account of the Native passengers proceeding 
in her, we apprized him that no objection existed to his being furnished with 
the port-clearance without these jNatives, regarding whom an investigation 
was in progress. 

1 1. From the memorandum by our Acting Secretary in the Persian Depart- 
ment, dated the 21st instant, submitting the statements made before him by 
the parties composing the mission in question, as named in the margin, it 
appears that Eshwunt Rao, a distant relation of the Raja of Sattara, assisted 
by Bhugwunt Rao, is the head of it, and that the others are mere menial ser- 
vants ; with the exception of Narraiii Rao Sirki, who is said to be the brother 
of Eshwunt Rao ; who acknowledged, after some prevarication, that he is pro- 
ceeding to England on tlie part of the Raja of Sattara. 

12. In reply to the reference made by us to the Resident at Sattara, to 
ascertain if any circumstances had come to his knowledge, confirming the 
mission as being deputed by his Highness the Raja, that officer, in his letter 
dated the 18th instant, states, that some of the persons are identified with 
those alluded to in his communication dated the 28th November last, whicli 
formed an enclosure to our despatch to your Honourable Committee, dated 
the 5th December last. 

13. The accompaniment to the -Resident’s present communication co'htains 
all the information he possessed on the subject of this mission, which tends to 
shew the disposition that still exists on the part of his Highness the Itetja and 
his agents, to carry on the intrigues against the British Government. 

14. The letter from Colonel Ovans, above alluded to, and the result of the 
examination of our Acting Secretary, left no doubt on our minds regarding 
the natiire and objects of the mission about to proceed to England on the part 
of the Raja of Sattara. 

15. Being, however, doubtful whether we possess the power of preventing 
# this mission from proceeding to its destination, we have caused the parties 

coniposing it to be apprized, that they are at liberty to embark on board the 
ship George Cuvier, upon the established deposit being lodged in the Honour- , 
able Company’s treasury on account of those proceeding in the character of 
servants. 

. ■.. .m. We :,. 
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16. We have deemed it expedient to cause the principal j>ersons of the SATTAR.A 

mission to be informed, that we arc satisfied that, proceeding as they do with- PAPERS. 

^ out the sanction of this Ciovernment, they will find themselves mistaken in the Secret L^erfi 
expectation that they will be recognized in ai^ public capacity by her Ma- Bombay, 
jesty’s Government, .or by the Honourable the Court of Directors. 25 Feb. IS39 

17. Wc cannot but express our earnest recommendation, that this mission 
may not, on its arrival in JSngland, be recognized, either by the Honourable 
the Court of Directors or by her Majesty’s Government. 

18. We beg, at the same lime, respectfully to solicit the instructions of 
your Honourable Committee whether such missions should hereafter be al- 
lowed, or not, to proceed to England. 

IJh Wc leave it to your Honourable Committee to determine whether the 
the Raja of Sattara has, m this instaiu'c, acted in conformity with the treaty 
entered into between the Biitish (ioverninenl and his Highness, under date 
the 25th September 1810. 

20. We cannot coneIud(' this cl(spatcli without respectfully drawing the 
particular attention t»f your Honourable Conmiitlce -to a very matenal fact, 
eJicitcd by our reference to the Hesidint at Sattaia, allncled to m the latter 
]>art of the foiirili paragraph of Ins Utter dated the IKth instant. 

21. Jt would apj)uar that Captain Cogan has, since his arrival at the Pre- 
sidency as Ju‘r Majesty's (Vnnmissioiier and Plenipotentiary to the Court of 
Ins Highness the Sultan at Muscat, mixed himself \ip with the intrigues of 
the Ha/a of Sattara, and has Ix'en in communication with Dr. Milne, and also 
with a Native agent ul Jus Highm'ss, named Ilunmunt Rao (ioonajee. 

22. ft is a matter of astonishnient to us, how Captain C’ogan, filling, as he 
vlo(‘s, so high a situation muU'i the Crowm, eouUl feel justified m mixing him- 
seJl u)) with political iiitiigues against the British Govcnmicut. 

23. We have not, as yet, addressed (yaptain C'ogaa on this subjeet. it is, 
iKiwever, under our consideiation, w liethor (foveriimeiit should make any, and 
what, eomniuiiieation to that olHeer. 

^ 24. Wt* furthei beg to inlorm yoin Honourable Committee, that we have 

drawn ihe atlentum ot the Kiglil flononrabJc the Governor General of India 
to the increased necessity viliieli exists loi bringing the case of the Raja of 
Sattara to a final tcnnmation, with little delay as possilile, and which the 
lettci from your Honourable Committee, ilated the 22d December last, 
ajipcars to liave anticipated. 

25. C)opies of the whole of the proceedings connected wdth the subject of 
this despatch arc hercwitli forwarded, and w’e trust that the measures adopted 
' 'by us will meet with the apjirobalion of your Honourable Committee. 

We have, iVc. 

(^Signed) J. Faiush, 

Bombay Castle, (». W. Anderson, 

25th February 1839- John A. Dcnjop. 


* SECRET LETTER FROM MR. SECRETARY WILLOU<iIlBY TO 

MR. SECRETARY MELVILL. Sec.w“nou“J^^by^ 

Sec. Mtlvill, 

Daicd 2bth February L 1839. 2* 1S39. 

Sir: 

As the Honourable Company’s steamer Berenice is on the eve of departure 
for the Rrfl Sea, I am directed by timllonourable the Governor in Council to* 
transmit to you tbc enclosed packet for delivery to the Honourable the Secret 
.Committee, coniaining copy of a despatch this moment received from the 
Resident at Sattara, regarding the Native deputation proceeding to England 

I O" 
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■ Secret Letter from Committee 
Uunibay, 

rScc. Willoughbjr to 
'' Sec. Melville, rp 

25 Feb. 1839. ! 


on the part of his Highness the Raja of Sattara, alluded to in the despatch 
this day addressed by the Honourable Board to the Honourable the Secret 


To the Secretary, 
at the East'lndia House, 
London. 


I have, &c. 


(Signed) J. P. Wii,loijghbt, 

Secretary to Government. 


.Bcrct Ltter from SECRET LETTER FROM BOMBAY, 

BombaVy 

7 March 1839, 7 ^;^ March, No. 26 of 1839. 

1. We beg to acknowledge the receipt of your Honourable Committee’s 
despatch dated the 22d December last, and, with reference to the fourth to 
seventh paragraphs thereof, respectfully to observe, that we presume it will 
rest with the Right Honourable the (iovernor General of India to take any 
further stops for correcting the evils pointed out in our two despatches to your 
Honourable Committee, dated the 6th and Gth October 1838. 

2. Copy of your Honourable Committee’s despatch now acknowledged, of 
our despatches dated the 6th and Gth October last, and of this reply, have 
been forwarded for the information of the Right Honourable the Governor 
Crcneral of India. 

We have, &c. 

(Signed) J. Fa HIS 11 , 

Bombay Castle, G. W. Anderson, 

7th March 1839. J. A. Dunlop. 


SEC RET LETTER FROM BOMBAY, 

Doted 14th March, J^o. 27 (//1 839. 

1. In the twentieth to the twenty-third paiagraphs of our despatch dated the 
25th ultimo, we did ourselves the honour of rc[)orting to your Honourable C'om- 
mittee, that it had been brought to our notice that (^aptcain Cogan, since his 
arrival at Bombay as her Majesty's Plenipotentiary to his Highness the Sultan 
of Muscat, had mixed himself up with tlie intrigues of the Raja of Sattara, 
and had been in communication with Dr. Milne and with a Native agent of 
his Highness named Iliimimiit Rao Goonajee ; and that it was engaging our 
consideration, whether wc should make any, and what, communication to that 
officer on the subject. 

2. After careful deliberation on the circumstances of the case, we resolved, 
in consideration of tlie high situation filled by Captain Cogan under the 
Crown of England, to communicate to him the facts of his intercourse with 
the Raja’s agents having come to our knowledge, in order that, if he had been 
misrepresented, he might have the earliest opportunity of denying a charge so 
inconsistent with the office with which he has been honoured. 

3. The requisite intimation was accordingly made to Cajitain Cogan on the 
28tli ultimo, and we now beg to forward to your Honourable Committee copy 
of the reply returned thereto on the 1st instant. 

4. We consider Captain Cogan ’s answer to our reference not to be of that 
straightforward character which might have been expected from him. In the 
second paragraph he admits, that he has been visited by parties representing 

. themselves as subjects of the Raja of Sattara ; but no explanation of the 
nature and objects of their communication is afforded by Captain Cogan. 

5. For the views wc entertained regarding Captain Cogan’s conduct on this 
occasion, we beg respectfully to refer your Honourable Committee to the 

. minutes 
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minutes which have been recorded 4>y our Honourable President and by the 
llonourablc Mr. Anderson. 

G. We are of opinion, that it is not expedient for us to prosecute this matter 
further at the present moment, except by forwarding copy of Captain Cogan’s 
reply, for the information of the Right Honourable the Governor General of 
India, and submitting our proceedings to your Honourable Committee, to enable 
you to form your own conclusions on the subject, and to bring the case to the 
notice of her Majesty’s Government, should such a measure be deemed ex- 
pedient. 

We have, &c. 

(Signed) J. Parish, 

Bombay Castle, G. W. A^pERsoy, 

14th March 1839. J. A. Dunlop. 


SECRET LETTER FROM BOMBAY, 

T)alcd Mai'ch^ No. 33 cy* 1839. 

1. In our despatch dated the 25th ultimo. No. 24, we brought to the notice 
of your Honourable Committee tlie circumstance of eight Hindoos having 
engaged a passage on board the French ship Creo7*ge Cuvie)\ bound to Bor- 
deaux, for the alleged ])urposc of eventually proceeding to England, on a 
mission on the part of his Highness the Raja of Sattara, and that we had 
finally determined not to prevent their proceeding on board that ve&sel, upon 
the i^stablislicd deposit being lodged in the Honourable Company’s Treasury, 
on account of such of them as might be proceeding in the character of servants. 

2. The Acting Senior Magistrate of Police was informed of the decision of 
Government, and directed to require the parties concerned to make the 
dejiosit in question before grunting the port- clearance certificate. 

3. The j>riucipal pcr.suns composing the mission were at the same time in- 
formed, that we are satisfied tliat, proceeding as they do without the sanction 
of Government, they would find themselves mistaken in the expectation that 
tliey would be recognized in any public capacity by her Majesty’s (govern- 
ment, or by tlie Honourable the Court of Directors. 

4. On the receipt of the instructions mentioned in the second paragraph of 
tliis despatch, Mr. Elliot, the Acting Senior Magistrate of Police, reported that 
the owner of the Gt‘orp,c Cuvkt' had, on the 21st ultimo, waited on him at the 

Police Office, and having erased from his return the names of M. de 

and the Natives who had taken a passage in that vessel, requested that 
a port- clearance might hr granted, in order that he might immediately proceed 
on his voyage. 

5. Mr. Elliot stated, that having complied with tliis request, the 
Cuvier had immediately proceeded on her voyage ; and that, should the 
Natives in question make a further application to him for permission to pro- 
ceed to Europe, he would inform them to the effect of the second paragra[)h 
o(‘ this despatch. 

(>. In reply, Mr. Elliot was informed, that wc considered that he had com- 
mitted a great mistake in the course adopted by him on this occasion, since, 
on the receipt of the instructions of Government alluded to by him, he ought 
to have communicated, the same to the parties concerned, and which we 
directed him to lose no time in doing. 

7. On the 5th instant Mr. Elliot reported, that he had on the same day 
addressed an official communication to the Natives in question, informing 
ihem to the effect of the previous instructions of Government. 

3. We were of opinion tliat Mr. Elliot should have made the communication 
directed verbally, and not in writing , but we deemed it unnecessary to notice 
hiv having resorted to the latter mode of communication. 
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9. On the 22d ultimo, the Resident at Sattara forwarded translation of the 
documents noted in the margin/ being letters addressed to the Raja of Sattara 
by certain agents of his Highness in Bombay, from which, he observed, it 
would be si‘en that the assertion of the Hindoos, that they were proceeding to 
Malabar for commercial purposes, was a mere subterfuge, and that they were 
really proceeding to hiurojie on a mission from tlic Haja of Sattara, and wero 
only waiting his Highness’s final orders on the subject. 

10. In a subvsecjiu'iit letter from Colonel Ovans of the same date, that 
officer stated, thai in accordance with the instructions of CJovernment, dated 
the 19th ultimo, he had called upon the Raja of Sattara to state whether 
these Natives composed a de])iitat](>n on the part of his Highness to the Home 
Authorities, In ie()l^+ to whicli lus Highness had admitted, without reserve, 
that they weii* procei’ding to England by his orders. 

11. On the lllh instant, the Acting Senior Magistrate of Police submitted 
au original IctUT to his addn^ss fiom two ot these Natives,} stating that, in 
consccuiciiee of the (opposition oflVred by (iovernrnent, in the fust instance, to 
tlieii proceeding to England, they had lost tlu'ir jiassage in the Gvorf^c Cuvier^ 
and that the Haja ot Sattara had, in oonscquenct*, iiuurrtd a penalty of 
5,500 rupees, and ^\lli(h they requesti‘d might be refunded to them by 
Government. 

12. In reply, Mr. Elliot was recpiested to refer these individuals lo (lovorn- 
ment ; a course, we infoniied liim, he ought to hav(‘ observed in the first 
instance. 

10. On the 10th instant, the two Natives above alluded to ajipeiired before 
Mr. Elliot, and leque.sttd au answer to their applieation for the refund of their 
forfeited passage-moiiev ; and, on being letein'd [)y liiin to (lovcrnment, they 
a])peared satisfied and retired. 

14. Mr. Kiliot stated in (he same letter, that he had rc‘( eived an intimation 
that tln‘se Natnes had engaged their passagi* lor England in a vessel called 
the liihance, then on the point of sailing lor Liverpool. 

15. Outlie I'^tli instant, Wi reecdved afurthei letter from the Acting Senior 
Magistrate ol PcJiee, repoitiiig (hat the names ol the individuals noted in the 
margin were included ni the leturn ol passengeis pruet^eding to l^iverpool in 
the Jialimce. 

10. In this list the name of Bapoojee Buodgoodai is substitute d for that of 
Maraycu Rao, eiiteied in tlie former list of the Natives who purposed procciid- 
ing in the Guvwr. 

17. The usual deposit having been lodged in the treasury for the five Hin- 
doos proceeding us servants, and for the Po»'tugnesi‘ m his capacity of Inter- 
jircter, a port-clearance was granted for the lielianccy and that vessed left 
Bombay for Liverpool on the 19th instant, Inwing on board the whole of 
these individuals. 

18. In conclusion, we again venture respectfully to express our earnest 
hope that these individuals will not, on their arrival in England, be in any 
way recognized by her Majesty’s (Tovernment or by the Honourable the Court 
of Directors. 

We have, &c, 

(Signed) J. Parish, 

Bombay Ca.stle, G. W. Andkrson, 

25tli 'March 1839. J. A Dunlop* 


* Not stated. 

i 'iHdc hib Highness's Yad to the Hesident, dated 2lBt Febraary 18S9|, fonning enclosures to 
Colonel Ovans'b letter dated 22d February. 

i Namely, Eshwunt Kao Kajcy Sirk^, and Bliugwunt Rao Wittul. 
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SECRET LETTER FROM BOMBAY, 

Dated \Qth April, No, 38 of 1839. 

1. We beg to acknowledge the receipt of your Honourable Committee’s 
letter dated the 22d January last, ibrwarding, for the information and guid- 
ance of this Government, copy of your despatch of the vSame date to the 
address of the Right Honourable the Governor General of India in Council, 
relative to the case of his Highness the Raja of Sattara. 
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2. In reply, we have the honour to state, that the instructions of your 
Honourable Committee, contained in this despatch, will, as far as this Govern- 
ment is concerned, be strictly attended to. 

We have, &c. 

(Signed) .1. Fakish, 

Bombay Castle, G. W. A.vdkrson. 

10th April 1839. 


SECRET LETTER FROM BOMBAY, Secret Letter from 

Bombuy, - 

Dalcd the YMk Airni, No. 43 t/ 1839. 1 » April I83i). 

1. With refcreMico to our despatcli dated the 23d ultimo, on the subject of 
the mission lately sent to England by his Highness the Raja of Sattara, we 
beg to transmit to your Honourable Committee copy of a letter from the 
Resident at Sattara, dated the 29th ultimo, forwarding translations of cer* 
tain extracts of letters transiiiittcd to the Raja from Bombay on the subject. 

2. On a perusal of those docuinonts, your Honourable Committee will 
perceive that, iiotwilhstancliiig the intiiiiation* made to Dr. Milne on the 6th 
rehruary last, that under the instructions of the Right Honourable the 
Governor CioMeral of India, and as the .subject and pensioner of the British 
Government, he should refrain from any farther communication whatever, 
cither directly or indirectly, with the Raja of Sattara or with liis agents, he 
still contiiuies in comnmnicalion vvitli hi.s Jlighiiess by means of Rungoba, one 
of the Raja’s agents in Bombay ; and it would i’urthcr appear, that Dr. Milne 
has written to Mr. McDonald to assist this mission on their arrival in England. 

3. Although M. de .did not, as appears to have been originally 

intended, accompany the mission from the Raja, which, as reported in our 
despatch, dated the 23d March last, left Bombay for England on the 19th of 
the same month in the mercliant vessel Itelunicc, bound to Liverpool, still from 
the enclosure (No. 7) to the Resident’s present letter, it may be inferred that 
the Raja still has it in contemplation to despatch tliat person also to Europe. 

4. In the twentieth to the twenty-third paragraphs of our despatch dated 25th 
February 1839, we reported to your Honourable Committee, that it had been 
brought to our notice, that Captain Cogan, since his arrival in Bombay, as her 
Majesty’s Plenipotentiary to his Highness the Imaum of Muscat, had mixed 
himself up with the intrigues of the Raja of Sattara; and with our subsequent 
despatch, dated the 14th ultimo, we forwarded copy of the letter which we 
caused to be addressed by our Political Secretary to that gentleman, on the 
subject, and of bis reply to that communication, in the second paragraph of 
which he admits that he had been visited by parties representing themselves 
us subjects of the Raja of Sattara, but affords no explanation of the nature 
and objects of their communications, and which, for certain reasons stated in 
our last-mentioned despatch, we have not deemed it expedient to call for/ • 

5. We now beg to transmit copy of a further letter from the Resident at 

Sattara, 

* Vide third paragraph of our despatch, dated 6th February, No. 6 of 1837. 
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Sattara, dated the 4th instant, No. 22, containing such additional information as 
he has been able to obtain on the sub ject, and to which we beg to draw the 
particular attention of your Honourable Committee. 

6. We have forwarded a copy of the Resident’s letter to the Right Honour- 
able the Governor General of India, and although we consider the conduct of 
Captain Cogan to be placed in a still more doubtful light than before, as 
connected with these intrigues, still we shall not, until furnished with instruc- 
tions from his Lordship or from your Honourable Committee, adopt any fur- 
ther proceedings in the case than those which we have already reported. 

7. We next beg to draw the attention of your Honourable Committee to 
two letters from the Resident at Sattara, dated the 4tli and 26th January last, 
forwarding ya(h from the Raja on the subject of an inquiry stated to be 
carrying on by his Highness, regarding certain forged papers alleged to have 
been discovered at Sattara. 

8. It would appear to be the intention of the Raja to endeavour to prove 
that these papers were forged at the suggestion, and by the concurrence of 
certain officers of the British Government, in order that a charge of treason 
might l)e fixed upon his Highness. 

0. As there seems reason to expect that the circumstances now brought to 
notice will be atU‘.mpted to be made use of by the Raja and his party in 
refutation of the authenticity of the documents, which have been obtained 
under circumstances which leave no doubt of their being authentic, we have 
requested Colonel Ovans to continue to exert his best endeavours to obtain 
such information as may tend to the establishment of substantial justice, 
when the affair comes under final incjuirj^ 

10. In a letter from the Resident, dated the 25th February last, that officer 
forwarded translation of a yad from Appa Sahib, the Raja’s brother, expressing 
his apprehension of violence being exercised towards himself and his officers, 
by his brother the Raja of Sattara. 

11. From tliis communication it appeared, that the danger in which Appa 
Sahib and those who have given evidence in the case of his Highness the Raja 
are placed, is occasioned by the infonnatioii sent home having been commu- 
nicated to his Highness by his correspondents in Bombay, derived from parties 
with whom they are in communication in England. 

12. The only course wliich suggested itself to this Government, as a really 
effective one for the protection of Appa Sahib and others, was that, on the Raja 
committing any open act of a glaring nature, or such as to endanger the lives 
of those who Jiavc fallen under his ilighness’s anger for the part they have bad 
in these transactions, immediately to place the Raja under restraint, and to 
deprive him of all authority, placing the administration of the affairs of his 
state in the hands of the Resident, pending the decision of the Right Honour- 
able tlie Governor General of India, or the Honourable the Court of Directors, 
to whom the Raja’s case is under reference. 

13. Wc immediately forwarded a copy of the Resident’s letter to the Right 
Honourable the Governor General of India, accompanied by an expression of 
our views on this subject, and soliciting the instructions of his Lordship as to 
the course to be pursued, in the event of Appa Sahib throwing himself on the 
Resident’s protection, or the Raja molesting any of the other witnesses. 

14. In the mean time, we directed Colonel Ovans to adopt the most efficient 
means* in his power to afford protection to Appa Sahib, his officers, and all 
other witnesses, should such prove requisite, but to use his best endeavours to 
avoid such a contingency. 

15. In reply to this reference, on the 18th ultimo, his Lordship observed, 
that he is in communication with the Honourable the President in Council of 
Fort William, whom he has consulted on the Sattara question, and that, as a 

' reference has been made to the Home Authorities, he is very desirous to avoid 
ig matters to a crisis with the Raja, before he has ascertained tho senti- 
ments 
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ments of the President in Council and before he can receive instructions from 
England as to the course to be pursued with respect to the Raja. 

16. Meanwhile his Lordship stated his opinion, that in the event of absolute 
violence being attempted against Appa Sahib or tiie other witnesses, they will 
he entitled to the full protection of the British Government, and that he there- 
fore entirely approves of the instructions addressed by us to the Resident, 
mentioned in the 15th paragraph of this despatch. 

17. In conclusion, his Lordship observed that the Resident at Sattara did 
not, in his letter of the 25th February, anticipate a necessity for so extreme a 
measure as that of removing the Raja from power, with a view to the effectual 
protection of the witnesses against him, and that his Lordship does not appre- 
hend that such a necessity can arise; but that, if requisite, the Raja should be 
given distinctly to understand, that any act of violence towards those persons 
must be viewed by tlie British (lovcrnment as affording in itself the most 
signal presumption of his guilt, as wholly depriving him of all claim to its 
consideration ; and which warning, it might be presumed, will be sufficient to 
restrain his Highness from serious outrage. 

18. On the lltli March tlie Resident reported, that he had, for the present, 
persuaded Appa Sahib to give up his intention of placing himself under the 
protection of the British Government ; tliougli, from what he eoiiJd learn, he 
feared that ultimately this step would be unavoidable, should no speedy settle- 
ment of affairs at Sattara be made. 

19. Colonel Ovaiis further observed, that situated as Appa Sahib now is, it 
is evident tliat he may be forced to leave the town without being able to make 
any previous arrangement, and without, as he himself says, either retinue or 
baggage; and referred for the instructions of Government, as to the expediency 
of his insisting on his pcirsonal effects being given up to Appa Sahib, should 
any opposition to this be made by the Raja. 

20. We conceive that we are bound to insist, that the personal property of 
Appa Sahib shall not be interfered with. To which effect we made an inti- 
mation to the Right Hon. the Governor General, on the receipt of the Resi- 
dent’s letter ; at the same time observing, that we doubted not that the 
instructions of his i.ordship (which have since been received, as mentioned in 
paragraphs fifteen and seventeen of this despatch), as to the course to be 
observed in this case, would enable us to act more effectually for the pro- 
tection of Appa Sahib. 

21. The Resident at Sattara was, at the same time, informed of the reference 
made to the Right Iloiiourable tlie Governor General on the subject of his 
letter. 

22. In his letter dated the 24th ult,. No. 17, the Resident reports that Appa 
Sahib, accompanied by two of his confidential officers, Bujaba Purarkar and 
Eswant Rao Foujdars, proceeded on the same day to the Residency and claimed 
the protection of the British Government, and explained, on his arrival there, 
that his sole reason for taking this step was to preserve his life, which he con- 
sidered was in danger, and that his only request was, that he should not be 
delivered up to his brother. 

23. Colonel Ovans immediately assured Appa Sahib of protection against 
personal violence, and furnished him with a suitable guard to insure his safety. 

24. Our previous instructions to the Resident seemed to provide for the 
contingency ; to which effect we informed that officer, with a request that 
he would give Appa Sahib all the protection in his power. 

25. In a further letter from Colonel Ovans, dated the 26th ultimo, tha^! 
officer reports, that Appa Sahib has taken up his residence in tents, withic^ 
a .short distance of the Sattara residency ; and states that, in consequence of ¥ * 
reference made by him, as to the necessity of his employing some sebundies 
for the protection of his property, he had advised him not to entertain a greater 
number than may be absolutely requisite for the actual protection of his pro- 

'n';' -JDertir. 
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perty. This advice, appears to us to have been very judicious, and has accord- 
ingly been approved by us. 

26. Til forwarding our further proceedings in this case to the Right Honour- 
able the Governor General of India, we have observed that Appa Sahib having 
hitherto received an allowance from the Raja of Sattara of 6,000 rupees per 
mensem for his support, it appears to tliis (government but just that the same 
should be continued by his Highness ; but that, upon this point, we are desirous 
of being favoured with the instructions of his Ijordship. 

We have, &c. 

(Signed) J. Fartsii, 

Bombay (/cC^tle, G. W. Anderson. 

13th April 1S3!). 


SE(MIET LETTER FROM BOMIUV, 

Dated 15/// of A priU AV/. 47 c/’ 1839. 

1. In two letters from the ai»ent for Sirdars in the Deecau, dated the Nth 
and Kith July last, that officer forwarded copy of a correspondence betw^eeii 
himself and the GomiuisMoner at Bitloor, relative to certain individuals 
suspected of having been deputed IVoiu tlie latter [ilace to the Deccan, on some* 
])olitical mission on the jiart of liajee Uao, tlie ex-Pcishwa. 

2. As some ol the individuals alh‘i»ed to be favouring th(‘ olijects of this 
mission resided in the territories under tlu' supi'rintendenee of the Kesident at 
Sattaia and of the l\)litu*al Agent in the Southern Aluhratta country, we 
inuuediately forwarded copy of the Agent's letters to those authorities, wdth 
instructions to keep a strict w^ateh over the jiroceedings of the suspected 
individuals, and to report to Ciovernment their inoveiiieiits. 

3. The Kesident at Sattara replied to this reference on the 25th July lust, 
from whicli it ajipcareil that the individuals noted in the margin^, supposed to 
form this mission, had left Sattaia only a few davs ])rcviously, hut that no 
traces of them could for the present lie discovered ; but the Resident stated, 
that he would kee]) a vigilant watch over their rnovTmenls, should they return 
to that part of the couiitr) . 

4. The Political Agent in the Southern Alahratta country rt'plied to our 
referenc(‘ on the 3d Octolier 1H3M, from which it appeared that the individuals 
suspected of forming this mission had visited Poona and Sattara in the early 
part of the year, and had fref|uent interviews with the Raja, and were then 
staying at Nurgooud, near Dharw^ar, but that it was believed that they 
intendt d shortly to return to Sattara and Poona. 

5. We forwarded coj)ies of these proceedings to the Right Honourable the 
Governor General of India, with a r(*quesi that we might be favoured with th(‘ 
sentiments ol his Lordshi|), as to whether he considered the proofs obtained 
by the (Commissioner al Bittoor against these persons sufficient to justify the 
adoption of any measures against them, and wlu'ther they should be 
ajiprehendcd, and a si-areh made for any pajiers wliich might be in their 
possession. 

6. We forwarded copy of the Political Agent's report for the information of 
the Resident at Sattara, and directed the former officer narrowly to watch the 
movements and ])roceedings of the individuals above-mentioned, and aiilhorixed 
him, should he be of opinion that, by the employment of confidential agents, 
he could discover the real objects of these people, and the measures pursued 
W them, to adopt such a course, reporting the result for the information of 
(Jovernment. 

7. In 

• 1. Venkut Rao, Abba Abbeyung Kur, 3. The Rramcliaree, 4. Damother Shastree. 
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7. In reply to the reference made to the Right Honourable the Governor 
General of India, his lordship stated his opinion, that the proofs obtained 
against these individuals would hardly seem to be sufficient to warrant the 
adoption of any measures of severity towards them. 

8. Copy of this reply was forwarded to the Resident at Sattara, and to the 
Political Agent in the Southern Mahratta country- 

9. On the 8th September last, the Agent for Sirdars in the Deccan sub- 

mitted translation of n yad presented to him by a person named Neelkunt, 
the accredited agent of Junardhun Narrain Deshpaunday, a Sirdar of the third 
class, and of letters therein alluded to, to the address of the (*x-Peishwa, con- 
cerning the construction of a on the banks of the Krishna, at the village 

of Mahalec, near Sattara, and which latter documents the Sirdar requested 
might be forwarded through the Agent to Jiaj(*e Rao. 

10. In forwarding this eommimication, the Agent for Sirdars observed, that 
as this charitable work would, if completed, be of consideiable advantage to 
the community, he begged to solicit tli(' orders of Goveinment, either lo irank 
the envelope containing the letters above-numtioned to the addicts of Uajee 
Rao, or to forward them to the ( 'ominissnmer at Bittoor, provided tlie Raja of 
Sattara had no olijeelion to allow the e\“Peisliwa to construct the intended 
building within his Highness's territory, or if no iinpediincnt of a political nature 
existed. 

11. The subjeet having been referred by us to the Resident at Sattara, that 

officer, m reply, referred lo his letter dat(‘d the^filh Julyl in which he 

had stated liis <»|)inion, tl^t Junaulliun Narrain Deshpaunday (the writer of 
the pres<’nt letters to Bajee Rao) was eoiinect(‘d with the political mission sup- 
posed to be carried on by the ev-Peishwa with the Deccan. 

12. The Resident ol)served,lliat the translation of the letter fromthis person to 
the address of the ex- I'eisliwa, now forwarded, fully confirmed those ])uriieuiais, 
siiieo it was thciein stated, tliat the writer had been at Bittoor with his Highness 
the ex-Peishwa ; that lie ha<l latelv ijuitted Shewn poor and ainved at Sattara; 
that he had an interview with his Highness the Chutturputteo, and had be- 
sought him on the subjeet (of the ghaut) ; that liis Highness said, that should 
Rajasliree Rao complete the ghaut, it would impait much joy and ]>Ieasme to 
liiin (the (.^hnttnrputtce >, and that he would not in any way o]»stiuet the 
execution of the work. 

13. Colonel Ovans remarked that, as regards this singular statement, it 
would doubtless occur to (lovernment, that if the cx-Pcisinva had any com- 
inunieation to make at Sattara, such communication should have l)een made 
through the regular channels of the ('oinmissioncr and the Resident respec- 
tively, that no agent should have been sent direct, and that the Raja of Sat- 

^ tara w^as not authorizc'd to receive the visit of any such agent, or to have any 
direct conmuinieation wuh him, except under the sanction of the British 
Government. “ So little, however," continued Colonel Ovans, are the cn- 
“ gagements by which hi.<» Highness is bound now attended to, that, as I 
“ before reported, this interview and its objects have never been alluded to 
“ by his Highness, even although the Agent is now at this place, and m the 

habit of constant intercourse with the Raja." 

13 A. This jierson, Coloiud Ovans further stated, is not only a British sub- 
ject, but a pensioner of the British Government and a Sirdar of tlic third class, 
is an inhabitant of Shewapoor, a village about six coss from Poona, and quite 
unconnected with Sattara ; and that it therefore beearnc difiicult to conceive 
what inducement he could have to enter into such an undertaking as the 
present. 

14. Colonel Ovan.« doubted the exiiedieiiey, at the present time, of reviv- 
ing the recollection of Bajee Rao at Sattara, or to permit him to renew his 
connections with that country, purticiilaily as the plan suggested would afford 

a pretext 
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a pretext for constant and direct private communications, even if the con- 
struction of the (iUaut and Uliurmsalla should be the sole object of this 
application. But, he stated, he must beg to express his doubts as to such 
being the sole object; and that he was supported in this view by the opinion 
of a person well versed in Mahratta intrigue, and personally weil acquainted 
with the ex-Peishwa himself, who decidedly stated, that he perceived reason 
to distrust both the matter and manner of these papers. 

15. On the receipt of Colonel Ovans’s report, we referred for the instruc- 
tions of the Right Honourable the Governor General of India as to the course 
to be adopted on this occasion, with an observation, that, in our opinion, the 
circumstalK‘(^s which had transpired were exceedingly suspicious, and that the 
Tiaja of Sattara holding direct communication with an adherent of Bajee 
Rao’s, enn be regarded in no other light than as a breach of his treaty with the 
British Government. 

in. In ri|)ly, his Ixmlship stat(‘d, that tlie clcputation on the partof the cx- 
Peishwa to the Raja of Sattara apjuarecl io be of so irregular apd improper a 
form as to demand some special notice to be taken of it, both to the one and 
the other of these chiefs, and therefon* requested that we would use our 
discretion, in pointiiiu out to the Raja of Sattara, through the Resident at his 
(\)urt, that wdien jiroper <*haiinels of commimieafion arc available to persons 
of high rank in the position of himself and the e\ -l\ ishwa, tliroiigh tlie British 
jAgents rcs])eerively deputed to tlu'in, secret and unauthoriz(‘(l intercourse, ])y 
means of inferior jkm’sohs, must be considered ])y his Lordship not only as 
disreputable, but as highly inexpedient and imjiropiT. 

17. This, liis Lordsliip i»])sevved, is more particuld^ly th(‘ ca>e as regards tlie 
<\\-Peishwa, with vvlioni th<‘ Raja of Sattara should he doubly eareful as to 
how he eomnunueates, as all eorrespotuienei* with one so situated should, on the 
part of a potentate ])rotected by, and wholly depcaident on, the British Govern- 
ment, be conduct ed in so honest and ingenuous a manner, as to obviate the 
possibility of displeasure on tle» jiart of tlie paramount powers 

IM. We entertained doul)ts as to whether any advantage would aiiseat the 
present moment from making aeommuniealion to the Raja, of the nature men- 
tioned by his Lordship, and wv th(‘r(d‘ort‘ n cpic'-ted llu‘ o]jiiiion of (’oloiiel 
Ovaiis as to the exiiediency, or otheiwise, oi such a measure. 

10. Colonel Ovaiisjii reply^ stated tliat he w as doubtful whether, at this tiiin‘ 
jt would be cxpetbenl to aildress liis Ifigliness on tlu* sul>ject, or whctficrany 
good result wnmld follow\ unless we w^ re ])repared at once to take decided 
steps to enforce the sentiments expressed by tlie Rigid Honourable the Go- 
Acrnor (Jciieral, and to jirove to the Raja, tliat if he jicrscveres in such irregu- 
lar c(»mmunications, the full ptmalty, as fixed liy treaty, will be inflicted. 

20. Had this been the only instance in wdiieh his Highness had departed 
from the spirit and letter of his engagements wdtii the British Governnient, 
Colonel Ovans was of opinion that the eommuiiieation pointed out would have 
been highly expedient, and, no doubt, would have led to the best results; but 
observed, that wdien it is considered that the Raja, seating aside all his engage- 
ments with us, now acts on a systematic defiance of the British (iovernmcJd 
and its officers, and does not hesitate* to avow openly his hostile sentiments; 
and when, in addition to this, it is recollected that so many other grave and 
serious charges, afleeting the very existence of liis government, arc at this mo- 
ment lianging over him, he ventured to submit, that the coininunicatiou sug- 
gested by the Right Honourable the Goviunor Giunnal, but left to the discre- 
tion of Hiis Government, had better be delayed until it can be efteetually fol- 
lowed up by such steps as it may be in our ])ower to take;, should a reply, 
couched in the usual tone of defiance now assumed by the Sattara Govern- 
nic nL^.be returned. 

?1. We were of opinion that the views expressed by Colonel Ovans were 
entitled to great cuiisidiTation, and vve determined, in virtue of tlie discrction- 
aTy power which had been vested in this Governnient by the Governor Gcne- 

ral. 
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ral, to delay, pending a further reference to his Lordship, making any commu- 
nication to the Raja on this subject. 

22. We are happy to state, that in a letter from the Secretary with the 
Right Honourable the Governor General of India, dated the 14th ultimo, his 
Lordship records his full approval of our resolution of abstaining from niakng 
any intimation to the Raja on the subject of hLs correspondence with the cx- 
Heishwa, and expresses his hope that at no distant period, he will be put in 
possession of the views of the home autliorities, as to the course to be adopted 
with the Raja, and, in the mean time, agrees with this Government in the pro- 
priety of abstaining from remonstrance which wv are not prepared to follow 
up with measures of coercion, in case of our counsel being neglectctl, and our 
authority set at defiance. 

23. The whole of the proceedings connected with this subject are forwarded 
with this despatch, and we trust that tlu* nu^asures we have adopted on this 
occasion will be approved by your I]onoural)le Committee. 

We have, &c. 

(Signed) J. Fakimi, 

Bombay, (J. W. Andluson. 

loth Ai)ririH39. 


SKf;RET LETTER FROM MR. SECRETARY \MLL01iCllBY TO 
MR. SECHETABY MELVILL. 

Dated UUh Apn/ii}) 

Sin, 

1. With reference to the fourth ami sixth paragiaphs of the government ties* 
])iitrh to the address of the ll()iu)urable the Seerel C'onnnittee, No 43, dated the 
13lh instant, regarding the conduct of Captain ( \>gjni, in having mived Jiimselfnp 
with the Sattara intrigues since* his arrival 111 Bouihay, as lier Majesty's C'oin- 
inissioner to the Court of his 1 figlnie^s the Sultan of Aluscat, I am directed by 
tlu* n()noural)le the (iov<‘rnor in Council to trau’^lult to you, for delivery to the 
Honourable tlu* Secret (\)iumittoc, the enclosed jiackct, containing the copy of 
a coinmunication from tlie Secret ary in aitendanci* on tlu* Right Honourable 
the (Jovernor Geiu*ral of India, dated the 20(h ultimo, cx|m*ssing tiie concur- 
u nee ol his Lordship in the views tak(*u by this (iovermneut ol the matter. 

As the steamer Hugh IJndbaj/ leaves Bombay tiiis evening, the Governor in 
( 'onncil trusts that the Ilouourabh* the Secret ( ^>iiiiuitlcc will excuse the irre- 
gular mode in wdiich this letter is forwarded. 

I have, tS.c. 

i^Signed) J. F. Wti i.oiKrii uv, 

Bombay Castle, Secretary to (Jovxrnment. 

16th April 1839. 


SECRET LETTER FROM BOMBAY, 

Dated Ht/t JIaj/, \o. 56 of 1839. 

With reference to our despatch, dated the 13th ultimo. No. 43, relative to 
the Native Mission deputed to England by his ITighness the Raja of Sattara, 
we do ourselves the honour to transmit herewith copy of a furlljcr communi- 
cation from the Resident at his Highness's Court dated tlic 25th ultimo, No. 24, 
bom which your Honourable Committee will |)erceivc, that a Mahomedau 
^looiishee, named AVussee Oalla, with one companion and a servant, embarked 
board tlic IToitourablo Company’s steamer Ilag/i Lindsaj/, whi<‘h vessel left 
Bombay for Suez on the Kith ultimo, and that his Highness has furnished the 
-Moonshee’ with funds to enable him to proceed to England, for the purpose of 

making 
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making certain communications to Meet Afzul Ally, Agent of his Highness, 
now residing there. 

We hav?, &:c. 

(Signed) J. Parish, 

Bombay Castle, G. W, Anderson. 

8th May *1839. 


SECRET LETTER FROM BOMBAY, 

Dated \2th September, AV>. 106 of 1839. 

1. With reference to your Honourable Committee's letter dated the 22d 
January last, directing that the final disposal of the case of the Raja of Sattara 
should be deferred until the arrival of the Honourable Sir J. R. Carnuc, we 
hate now the honour to report our proceedings in connection with this case 
from the 1st June last, the dati* on which oiir newly-appointed Governor 
assumed charge of tlie Oovernment of this Presidency. 

2. We request the particular attention of your Honourable Committee to 
two minutes, dated the 19lh and 20t)i June last, recorded by our I*resident. 
In the first of those, after stating his c(Ui\iction that the Raja’s guilt has Ittecn 
fully proved, our Presidimt allutled 1o three ditierent modes of disposing of the 
case, and explained his reasons fc'r desiring that the last should be adopted, 
viz., that on eertain eouditions an ainnesly should be granted 1o the Raja foi 
the jmst. Por the reasons therein assigned, and in deference to what we pre- 
sumed are the wishes of your Honourable ('ommittei , ibis proposition was 
cordially assented to by both the Civil Members of this (iov(‘rnmenl. 

3. In his .second minute our President submitted his sentiments resjjecting 
the mode in which he conceived the Icuiiuit intentions of the British (iovern- 
ment towards the Raja ouglvt to be carried into elleet. The basis of tlie pro- 
posed setth'inent was, that all further discussions of the Raja's case should 
terminate; that we should abstain from any demand that could be justly con- 
sidered penal ; and that we should only impose such conditions on the Raja 
aswould place him in tlie precise condition intended by tlic treaty of 1819. 
and as would ensure efiieient ])roteotion to such of bis subjects as had, in the 
course of these discu.ssions, become obnoxious to him. In these propositions 
we also cordially concurred. 

4. These proccu'diiigs were, without delay, forwarded for the consideration 
and sanction of the Right Honourable the Cioveriior General of India, and 
were entirely approved of by his Lordship, in a letter from Mr. Secretary 
Maddock dated the i2th July, copy of which accompanies this despatch. 

5. In the ineaiitimc, however, wc received a letter from his Lordship, for- 
warding for our information copies of minutes recorded by the President and 
Members of the Government of India on the Raja of Sattara's case, unani- 
mously concurring in opinion that his guilt had been conclusively established, 
and that his offences against the British Government were too serious to be 
overlooked, and that he should be deposed, and his territories annexed to the 
British Indian Empire. 

6. The receipt of this communication did not induce us to alter the line of 
policy which we had previously determined to jiursuc; but wc request the 
attention of your Honourable Committee to these important documents, as 
containing the deliberate opinions of the highest authorities in India on the 
Raja’s proceedings ; and wc would, at the same time, beg leave respectfully to 
refer your Honourable Committee to the opinions of the Right Honourable the 
(ioVernor General of India on the same subject, recorded in his minutes dated 
the 23d September and 29th December 1838, copies of which were forwarded 
with our despatches dated the 20th October last, iVo. 31, and 31st Januarj, 
Wo. 1 1, o( 1839. 

7. On 
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7. On the receipt of the Governor General’s sanction to the proposed mode 
of procedure, our President lost no time in proceedin*:^ in person to Sattara, for 
the purpose of endeavouring to carry his views into eflect, and to restore 
friendly relations between the two states ; and we now beg to solicit the atten- 
tive consideration of your Honourable Committee to a minute, dated the 4tli 
instant, just received, in which he has recorded in detail the whole of his pro- 
ceedings, and which, we regret to state, terminated in the Raja deliberately 
rejecting the moderate terms offered to him, his consequent deposal, and the 
proclaiming of his brother as his successor. 

8“. Throughout these proceeding's our President had the advantage of the 
Honourable Mr. Anderson’s able counsel and advice. This gentleman had 
been obliged to proceed to the Deccan on account of his health, and was thus 
enabled to accompany our President ; the whole of whose proceedings met 
with his general acquiescence and support. On this subject, we beg to refer 
to the seventeenth and concluding paragraphs of our President’s' minute. 

9. ^ For a detail of what occurred at Sattara, we beg to refer your Honour- 

able Committee to the IStli paragraph of our President’s minute, from which 
it will be observed that three interviews occurred between the Raja and the 
Governor, and four betwctiii the Raja and the Resident. At all these the 
most earnest and strenuous efforts were made to induce the Raja to accept 
the amnesty on the lenient terms ])roposed ; and, at the last, Ih; was explicitly 
in formed of the consequences which would ensue on his re^jecting them. We 
lament to state, that all these efforts to make the Raja sensible of the dangers 
of his situation proved unavailing, and our President in consequence was 
reluctantly compelled to icturu to Puoiia, • 

10. For the nature of tlie terms thus rejected by the Raja, we beg to 
refer to the 21st paragraj)!! of our President’s minute. Wc are satisfied that 
your Honourable Committee will concur with us in opinion, that tlicy are 
drawn up in a spirit oi' great mo<leration, and that tliey contain no stipulation 
w hich the British Government could, witliout a sacrifice of its reputation, forego 
or recede from, and none which the llaja ought to have felt any difficulty in 
agreeing to, had he intended hereafter to act iq) in good faith to the treaty of 
1819, by which he w^as, ofeourse, previously bound. Our President’s remarkson 
these conditions will be found in the twenty-second ])aragTaph of his minutes; but 
we beg to solicit your Honourable Committee’s attention to the following passage: 
‘‘ lam, however, convinced, that itw^as the first of my conditions which was 

the most unpalatable to his Highness and the chief bar to his assent ; for to 

it his objections appeared to be chiefly directed at our several intervic\vs, for 
“ he asserted, that he refused to sign the original treaty from which it is 

taken three dift'erent times ; and significantly remarked to the President, 
“ that assenting to it would reduce him to the condition of aM'amlutdar, mana- 

ger or farmer of a district. What, may I ask, was this, but a formal 
“ renunciation, on his part, of a most important condition of the existing treaty ; 
“ and how is it possible for ns to maintain friendly relations with a prince who 
'' so much mistakes his real position, and thinks so lightly of the obligations 
'' which he has contracted, and under which lie holds his territories ?” 

1 1 . We now beg to solicit the attention of your Honourable Committee to the 
t\venty-fourth paragraph of our President’s minute, wherein life li-as, in our opinion, 
satisfactorily shewn that the line of policy which he adopted tow^irds the Raja 
was the best, under all the circumstances ; that the objections and difficulties 
to the plan of subjecting him to a formal trial before a Commission were insur- 
mountable ; and that the uncontrovertible nature of the evidence obtained 
against the Raja rendered this measure altogether supererogatory. 

12. In the succeeding paragraphs, our President first shews that he was vested 
with full powers to act on this painful occasion, and states his reasons why he 
determined at once to do so, under the general authority of tlie Right Honour- 
able the Governor General, conveyed in Mr. Secretary Maddock’s letter, of the 
12th July last. 
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1 3. The arrangement finally resol ved on and carried into effect, was the deposal 
of the Raja, and the preservation of the integrity of the Sattara State in the person 
of his brother, the next in succession. In the twenty-sixth paragraph, 
our l^rosident details his reasons for adopting this course, in preference to that 
of resuming the Sattara territories and annexing them to our own. On this 
important part of the question we are willing to concede that opinions may be 
divided ; but wc have no hesitation in stating our own conviction, that our 
President’s arrangement, under the actual state of the case, was the best and 
most expedient that could have been adopted, but that, in the event of its being 
deemed impolitic, an opportunity will, in all human probability, present itself 
in a few years, for rectifying what may be deemed erroneous. 

14. The policy having been determined on, it next became necessary to 
decide in whose favour, and on what conditions, it should be carried into 
effect ; and upon ,this part of the subject we would refer your Honourable 
Committee to the twenty-seventh and twenty-eighth paragraphs of our Presi- 
dent’s niiniite. Vour Honourable Committee are aware that the Raja’s brother, 
in the month of March last, apprehending that his life was in danger, tijlircw 
hinisclfon the protection of the British Government, under the circumstances 
reported in our des])atch dated the I3th April last. Of the character of this 
prince but little is known ; but, as our President has remarked, he was the 
onlj" person on vihom the sovereignty could have been conferred, since no one 
else possesses any claim ; and we trust that, warned by the example of his 
brother, he will be induced to act according to treaty, and enable us to main- 
tain the alliance between the two States in the manner contemplated by that 
treaty. 

15. The condflions under which the new Raja has been recognized are only 
four in nunilier, and secure no advantages to the British (hm^rnrnent \\hieh it 
is not already entitled to ; except that the second and thiid i)rc\ent subjects of 
future collision, and were requiicd in consequence of the unieasonuble pieten- 
sions set uj) by the late Raja, and the disputes which ha\e ior some yeais past 
existed between him and his Jaghcerdars. This arrangement, while U secures 
to the Raja the same service and pecuniary payments which he was before 
entitled to, will, we conceive, promote future harmony and good understanding 
between the two Governments. 

IG. Although no apprehensions existed that open resistance and opposition 
would be offered, nevertheless our President, being of opinion that on these 
occasions, ample means sliould be provided to overcome resistance, and thus to 
avoid tumult and bloodshed, deemed it desirable, on his return to Poona, to 
direct a reinforcement of troops, to the extent noticed in the thirtieth para- 
graph oC his minute, to march to Sattara, and to direct the Resident to delay 
acting i)\i the instructions until their arrival. 

17. It was further deemed advisable to issue a proclamation on this occasion, 
briefly reciting the circumstances which have compelled the British Govern- 
ment to dethrone the Raja. A copy of this document will be found in the 
Apiieiidix to our President’s minute (marked D, No. 1) ; and we only deem it 
requisite to observe, that wc consider that it is exceedingly well calculated to 
prevent the motives and conduct of the British Government being misconstrued 
and misrepresented. 

18. It is to us a source of the highest satisfaction now to be able to inform 
your Honourable Committee, that the whole of these arrangements were suc- 
cessfully carried into effect by the Resident, Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans, on the 
morning of the 5th instant, without collision or disturbance of any kind. 

19. We beg to refer your Honourable Committee, for further particulars, to 
the Resident’s report of his proceedings, forming an accompaniment to this 
despatch, and to our President’s minute thereon, recording the high sense he 
ciitei turns of the judgment, discretion, and firmness displayctl by ♦Lieutenant 
C ’olonc) Ovans in the performance of the delicate and important duties confided 
io him, and of the consideration and indulgence extended by him to the Raja ; 
in which sentiments we most cordially concur. We need not assure your 

^ Honourable 



Honourable Committee, that the utmost attention will continue to be paid to SATTARA 
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ft 20. We now solicit; the attention of your Honourable Committee to that Secret Letter fir* 
portion of our President’s minute (paragraphs 33 to 41), wherein he has endea- 12 Sep^%39 
voured to trace the causes which occasioned the failure in accomplishing the 
objects of his visit to Sattara, and the consequent downfall of the liaja. These 
are chiefly - two : first, the Rsna's character ; and second, his reliance on the 
numerous agencies he has established both in this country and in England. 

21- In regard to the first, our President has most justly observed : “ From 
** the day we seated the Raja on the throne, w'e have discovered that he 

was a disappointed and dissatisfied prince, inflated with wild and extrava- 

gant notions of his own importance, ambitious to extend his dominions, and 

constantly occupied in the most absurd and ridiculous intrigues with the 
** view of effecting his purpose.” This view is then supported by the most 
respectable testimonies : by that of Captain Grant Duff: by that of Colonel 
Briggs, delivered in language almost prophetic upwards of twelve years ago : 
by reference to the evidence aftbrded in the “ Historical Sketch ” forwarded to 
the Governor General of India by the Raja’s own advocate, Dr. Milne; and 
lately, by the fact that his Highness has of late permitted himself to be ad- 
dressed by the imperial title of “ Hindu Pad-padsha Sirkar,” or king of the 
Hindoos. In further elucidation of the Raja’s character, we request your 
Honourable Committee to refer to the eighty -seventh paragraph of the late Sir 
Robert Grant’s minute dated the 15lh May 1838, and to the eleventh and 
following paragraphs of t)»at dated the 31st of May, forwarded with our des- 
patches dated the 19th May and 1st June, Nos. 3 and 6 of 1838. 

22. With respect to the second cause, our President has adduced ample 
proofs. With regard to Dr. Milne, we deem it right to observe that, although 
at an early ])eriod of these proceedings, he was permitted by the Governor 
General of India to become the Raja’s advocate, such permission was, in con- 
sequence of his intemperate conduct, subsequently withdrawn ; but that the 
correspondence intercepted by the Resident at Sattara proves that, in defiance 
of his Lordship’s explicit prohibition, he has continued actively to engage in 
these proceedings, and has latterly suggested to the Raja to prepare to send 
another mission to England. On the subject of this gentleman’s conduct, we 
beg to refer to our despatch to your Honourable Committee dated the 5th 
September 1838. 

23. In elucidation of Captain Cogan’s proceedings, we annex copy of a 
letter which was received from tliat gentleman dated the 23d of July, and of 
our reply thereto, regarding the invitation which he received from the Raja to 
visit him at Sattara. In connexion with this, we solicit attention to the version 
afforded of this transaction in the intercepted correspondence (Appendices E 
and F) forwarded by Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans, with his letters of the 8th and 
31st ultimo, and we shall leave it to your Honourable Committee to draw your 
own conclusions on the subject. We shall merely add, that there appears to 
us to be no doubt whatever of the authenticity of this correspondence. We 
had not the slightest reason for believing, from the report which our President 
made in Council of his interview with Captain Cogan on the 24th July last, 
when he delivered the Raja’s letter unopened, that that officer, as the Raja’s 
agent, had been in any way a party in procuring it. 

I 24 . We beg also to refer to the thirty-ninth paragraph of the minute, shewing 
that the Raja’s agents have resorted to the public press, to inspire him with 
confidence in the success of his exertions to resist and defy the local authori- 
ties in India. And on this point, also, we request that a reference may be 
made to our despatch dated the 5th September 1838 to your Honourable 
Committee, pointing out how grossly the freedom of the press has been abused 
in the case of the Raja of Sattara. * # 

25, It is by these means, we are of opinion, that our President was foiled 
in his endeavours to awaken the Raja to a just sense of the dangers of his posi- 
tion ; and we entirely concur with him in opinion, that if these are allowed to 
continue, in operation, “ either the authority of the 
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|,i SATTAKa “country will be entirely undermined, or, in a few years, there will not 
PAPERS. be a single Native State left in India.” The same opinion, as remarked by 

Secret L^er from our President, has been recorded by the late Sir John Malcolm, one of the. 

1 ^’ Bombay, most eminent of our Indian functionaries, ® 

I " 26. With regard to the future residence of the ex-Raja, and the allowances 

to be assigned for the support of himself and family, our President has sug- 
gested a reference to the Right Honourable the .Governor General of India; 
at the same time stating, that he is of opinion that he should be removed, 
either to Benares, .or to some suitable place within the Madras territory, and 
that from one lack to one lack and twenty-five thousand rupees should be 
paid to him from the Sattara revenues. 

27. We beg to draw your Honourable Committee’s attention to the fifteenth 
paragrapli of our President’s minute, recording the high sense he entertains of 
the cordial co-operation, and the valuable information which he received 
throughout these proceedings from the Resident, Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans, 
wdio, we are of opinion, has, during the whole of the discussions on the Sattara 
case, exhibited that degree of sound judgment, unwearied industry, firmness, 
and decision, under circumstances of extraordinary difficulty, which cannot 
fail to secure to him the highest approbation of tlie superior authorities. 

28. The high and justly merited commendation bestowed in the forty-eighth 
paragraph of our President’s minute upon the valuable services of Mr. Wil- 
loughby will, we are persuaded, secure for that able public servant your 
marked approbation. 

.29. Since Mr. Anderson has returned to the Presidency he has briefly 
recorded his opinion of the transactions at Sattara, now reported ; to which 
we beg to refer your Honourable Committee, as well as to a minute recorded by 
the Honourable Mr. Parish, expressing his cordial concurrence in the whole 
course of proceedings which has been ably followed out. 

30, In conclusion, we cannot refrain from expressing our high admiration 
of our Honourable President’s proceedings. His earnest wish and desire to 
save the Raja were undoubted, and the moderation and forbearance which he 
exercised towards this unfortunate prince, as long as any hope remained of his 
yielding to the few conditions imposed on him, were only equalled by the 
promptitude and decision of his measures after that hope had become 
extinguished. 

We have, &c. 

(Signed) James Faiiism, 

Bombay Castle, G. W. Anderson. 

12th September 1839. 


f ecret LetUr from SECRET LETTER FROM BOMBAY, 

4- Bombay, 

r 7 Oct 1839. Dated 1th October, No. 114 of 1839. 

1. In our despatch dated the 12th ultimo, No. 106, we had the honour to 
report, in detail, the measures which our President had found it necessary to 
adopt at Sattara, and we now beg to report to your Honourable Committee our 

. subsequent proceedings in connection with that Government. ^ 

2. As an accompaniment to this despatch, we forward copy of a letter to 
Mr. Secretary Maddock, dated the 18th ultimo, transmitting for the considera- 
tion of the Right Honourable the Governor General of India our President’s 
minute of his proceedings at Sattara, and requesting his Lordship’s instruc- 
tions regarding the future residence of the ex- Raj a. 

' 3. Immediately after his return to Poona, our President issued instructions 

for the release of Govind Row, Dewan, and the Bramin Untajee, who were con- 
^;^^ned as state prisoners, for having tampered with the Native officers of the 
. ^Twenty-third Regiment, 

4. The 
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4. The Resident at Sattara was, at the same time, requested to report whe- 
ther Buiwunt Row Chitnavees might not also be released ; and that officer 
having replied in the affirmative, he has been released accordingly, with an 
intimation that he will not be permitted to return to Sattara without the pre- 
vious sanction of the British Government. 

6. On the 23d ultimo the Resident repotted, that the whole of the persons 
implicated in the ex-Raja’s intrigues, in confinementat Sattara, had been released, 
and that all the witnesses had been permitted to return home. 

6. In consequence of the tranquil aspect of affairs at Sattara, the whole of 
the troops detached to that place have retwned to Poona ; with the exception 
of a detachment of Native Infantry and a small detail of Irregular Horse, 
required to guard' the ex-Raja. 

7. In a letter dated the 23d ultimo, the Resident called our attention to a 
gross libel published in the Bombay Gazette of the 20th ultimo, against the 
present Raja of Sattara, to the effect that, on the day of his installation, he 
was so drunk as to require being carried on a board to his palace by four men. 
We solicit the attention of your Honourable Committee to this cornmunicatioix, 
and to the remarks of Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans on this calumnious statement, 
for which there is not the ^lightest foundation. 

8. We entertain no doubt that this libel is actionable in a court of law, but 
we question the expediency of instituting legal proceedings against the paper 
in which it has appeared. We deem it, however, our duty to bring it to the 
special notice of your Honourable Committee. 

9. We decern it also proper, at the same time, to request your attention to the 
libellous character of several articles which have been recently published in 
the Gazette on the Sattara case, generally ; and more particularly to an inflam- 
matory letter \vhich appeared in that paper of the 2 0th ultiiho, under the sig- 
nature of ‘‘ A Native Politician,’* On this subject the Resident has remarked 
as follows : The profits reaped by some of the principal agents of the Gazette 
'' from the late intrigues are now at an end, and therefore it is natural enough 

they should bo disappointed at the new order of things: yet it remains for 
Government to decide whether this paper shall be permitted to disseminate 
“ such malignant libels with impunity, implicating, as they indirectly do, the 
character of the British Government itself.” 

10. llie favourable te timony borne to the character of the present Raja in 
the eiglith paragraph of the llesideiit’s despatch, cannot fail to afford satis- 
faction to your Honourable Committee. 

11. In a letter dated the 24tli ultimo, the Resident reported that the Raja 
had issued the three following proclamations : — 

The first, abolishing the practice of suttee within his dominions : 

The second, discontinuing the levy of transit duties within his territory ; 

The third, declaring the Company’s coinage current wfithin his territory. 

12. The abolition of mttee within the limits of the Sattara State, in which 
heretofore it has been so painfully prevalent, will be hailed with satisfaction 
hy your Honourable Committee and by every friend of humanity. We enter- 
tain no doiibt that the Raja resolved on this measure, from the knowledge 
which he possesses of the abhorrence with which the inhuman rite of suttee is 
held by the British Government; but it will be as satisfactory to your 
Honourable Committee as it has been to us, to be informed that the act was 
entirely spontaneous on the Raja’s part, and consequently reflects the greater 
credit on him. On this subject the Resident reports as follows “ Injustice 
** to the Raja, I deem it incumbent on me to state, that the abolition of the 
“ rite of suttee was entirely voluntary on the part of his Highness. After 

stating to me personally, that he was aware of the light in which this rite 
was viewed by the British Government, and the fruitless attempts hitherto 
" made to suppress it here, he declared it to be his ’ intention to follow the 
example of the British Government in suppressing it, and this declaration 
“ he has now fulfilled by public proclamation. After witnessing the harrow- 
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SATTARA “ mg scenes which 1 have done here, and seeing with my own eyes these 

PAPERS. “ miserable victims led down to Mahowlee to be sacrificed, and passing the 

^Secret L^er from ** gates of the British Residency without the power of interfering, I majs I 

1; Bombay, “ trust, be permitted to express my heartfelt gratification at this complete 

1^' 7 Oct. 18S9. ** abolition of this horrible rite throughout the whole of this country.” 

^ 13. We trust that the laudable example thus exhibited by the Raja of 

Sattara will soon be followed by other Native Chiefs under this Presidency. 

14. The abolition of transit duties within the Sattara State is satisfactory, 
and is in accordance with the tenth article of the Sattara treaty of the 25th 

i September 1819, whereby the Raj *is bound to adopt the same system, with 
regard to customs, as that which may be adopted by the British Government. 

15. With regard to the introduction of the Company’s coinage, your 
Honourable Committee will not fail to recognize in this measure a desire, on 
the part of the Raja, to co*operate in matters of general policy with the British 
Government. 

16. We now beg respectfully to solicit the attention of your Honourable 
Committee to a despatch which we have received from the Resident of Sattara, 
dated the 28tli ultimo, and to a minute which our President has recorded 
thereon, containing information of considerable importance regarding the pro- 
ceedings of the ex-Raj a of Sattara. 

17. From this despatch your Honourable Committee will learn, that the 
whole of the original correspondence which lias passed between the Raja and 
Dr. Milne, and other agents in Bombay, is now in the Resident’s possession. 
It is now proved that Dr. Milne first interfered in the Raja’s affairs at the very 
time the Commission was investigating the Raja’s conduct in October 1836, 
and that his interference was spontaneous, and not at the Raja’s request, 

^ ^ * 

18. We beg to refer to the .seventeenth paragrapli of our President’s minute, 
alluding to a letter from Major-General Robertson to Dr. Milne, clearly 
shewing that the ex-RaJa’s intercourse with (xoa was known in 1827 to the 
former officer, and was made by him the subject of communication with the 
lale Mr. Nisbet; from which fact it becomes clearly established, that that 
charge cannot have been fabricated to support the more recent one, of the 
ex-Raja having tampered with our troops in 1836. 

19. We conceive, however, that the most important portion of the corres- 
pondence which lias come into our possession is that of M. de , an 

adventurer who, your Honourable Committee is aware, came out to Bombay 
in 1837 in the retinue of the Ambassador of the King of Oude. On this 
subject our President has remarked as follows : — 1 beg particular reference 
“ may be made to the paper marked No. 13, designated ‘ Case of his Royal 
“ Highness the King of Sattaia as related by himself;’ because herein we 
“ have, from another independent source, a key to the ex- Raja’s infatuated 
“ proceedings, namely, that from the first he was dissatisfied; that he con- 

sidered he had been duped by his best friend, the Honourable Mr. Elphin- 
“ stone, and was hence predisposed, from the first, to enter into the wild and 
“ extravagant plots proved against him.” 

* 20. Your Honourable Committee is aware, that the greater portion of this 
correspondence was formerly intercepted by the Resident, and has been 
already brought to your notice in our despatches dated as per margin, and to 
whicli we now beg to refer; more especially to our remarks regarding the 
mode in which Dr. Milne has availed himself of tue public press, during his 
advocacy of the ex- Raja’s cause. 

• 2i; 

j ^ ^ m ^ 

We earnestly entreat the attention of your Honourable Committee to our 
President's just and forcible remarks in the twelfth paragraph of his minute, 

# . respecting 
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respecting the evils which will result to the Native (Chiefs of India from the SATTARi 
interference in their affairs of such irresponsible agents, and if Dr. Milne’s PAPiJrs. 
interpretation of the terms of the present charter on the subject be correct. Secret E^eri 

22. We further solicit your attention to accompaniment No. 8 of Lieutenant- 7 
Colonel Ovans’s despatch, from which it will be perceived that sums, amounting 

in the aggregate to upwards of three lacs and sixty ^tbree thousand rupees, have 
already been traced, as having been squandered among the ex-Raja’s agents. 

23. An important letter has likewise been discovered in corroboration of the 
cx-Raja s intrigues with Goa. This is commented on by our President in the 
fourteenth paragraph of his minute — the document establishing two material 
facts; the first, that the Swamee of Sunkeshwer visited the ex-Raja at Sat- 
tara ; the second, that Nago Deorao was the agent employed in the business ’’ 
in which they were engaged. The intimate "knowledge which your Honour- 
able Committee already possess of the particulars of the Goa charge, renders 
it unnecessary for us to point out in detail, how strongly these two facts con- 
firm the evidence by which the charge was previously supported. 

24. In conclusion, we beg to call your attention to the additional proof now 
furnislied by the Resident of the cx-Raja having assumed the imperial title of 
King of the Hindoos. 

Wehave, &c. 

(Signed) J. Fauish, 

Bombay Castle G. W. Andekson^. 

7th October 1830. 


SECRET LETTER FROM BOMBAY, Secret Lem r froi 

Bombay, 

Dated 2St/f October, No 1 19 r/ 1839. 28 Oct, 1839. 

7. We now beg to rec^ucst the attention of your Honourable Committee to 
another letter and enclosures which we have received from the Resident atSat- 
tara, dated the 10th instant. 

8. Your Honourable Committee are aware that it was stated by some of the 
emissaries apprehended at Nellore, that the ex-Raja of Sattara’s intrigues 
extended as far as the Punjaub; and from the evidence of these persons, now 
forwarded, through whom these intrigues were conducted, there seems to be no 
doubt that the statement of the Nellore emissaries is substantially correct. 

9. With the same letter the Resident has forwarded two documents found 
in the dufter, or records, of the ex-Raja. One of these we conceive to be of 
considerable importance, nearly the whole of it being in the ex-Raja's own 
hand-writing, and affording another key to his extraordinary proceedings. It 
purports to be an estimate of what the ex-Raja considered to be the extent of 
his raj, or dominions, calculated to be of the value of four crores and nineteen 
lacs and fifty thousand rupees, in which is included the territory belonging 
to the Guicowar, Scindia, llolkar, Nagpore, and that of various other petty 
princes. Of this only 51,47,000 was to be continued to them, and 3,68,03,000 . 
were to revert to the ex-Raja eventually, and 53,00,000 immediately on the 
contemplated arrangements being effected. 

10. In reference to this document Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans has remarked : 

“ The other designs in which the ex-Raja is proved to have engaged have 
“ been pronounced wild and extravagant ; but here we have proof, under his 

own hand, of designs quite as wild and quite us extravagant as any of f?hose , 

“ hitherto brought to light, and which show that his mind w^as fully bent on 
“ the realization of schemes of aggrandizement quite 'incompatible with his 
“ position as fixed by the treaty, and subversive of his alliance with the 
“ British Government,'’ 
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11. In conclusion, wc beg to report that we have not received the reply of 
the Right Honourable the Governor-General of India to our report of the 
measures recently adopted at Sattara, and that the ex-llaja still continues at 
Neemb, the place to which he was removed on his dethronement. 

We have, &c. 

(Signed) J. Parish, 

Bombay Castle, G. W. Anderson. 

28th October 1830. 


SECRET LETTER FROM BOMBAY, 

Dated 28^A November, No. 128 of 1839. 

1. We have the honour to transmit, for the information of your Honourable 
Committee, copy of a letter from the Secretary to the Government of India, 
in attendance on the Right Honourable the Governor General of India, dated 
the 24th ultimo, communicating his Lordship’s sentiments and instructions on 
the proceedings recently adopted by our Resident at Sattara, and whicli have 
been fully reported to your Honourable Committee in our despatches dated as 
per margin.* 

2. In reference to the disposal of tlic cx-llaja of Satlara it is observed, that 
after an attentive perusal of the papers transmitted to the Governor General, 
his Lordship feels fully convinced that, after the obstinate refusal by the 
“ Raja, of the very lenient terms which were oflered to him by the Governor, 

as the conditions on which an amnesty was to be granted for his past con- 
duct, aggravated as that refusal was, by the clearest indications of the un- 
** grateful and ambitions spirit by which he has been animated, there was no 
“ course left but to depose him from power.’’ 

3. His Lordship then notices the gross infractions of his engagements w^ith 
the British Covornment established against the cx-Raja, and his objecting 
principally to give tlio assurance required from him, because it w^as to be 
viewed as a second ratiheation and confirmation of the most important stij^ula- 
lions of the treaty; and, in conclusion, gives his full .sanction and support to 
the measure of deposition, to wJiich our President was reluctantly compelled 
to resort. 

4. With respect to the policy adopted, consequent to the deposal of the 
ex-Raja, his Lordsliip observes that, although there may be a difference of 
opinion on the subject, still ‘‘ he attaches great weight to the arguments 

which are adduced, in favour of the measure which our President adopted, 
of raising the Raja’s brother to the vacant throne, and that he had already 
afforded the sanction of his authority to that measure if our President should 
“ see fit to decide upon it ; and the peaceful manner in which the change has 
“ been effected, the ready acquiescence of the people in that change, and the 
promise of improved government which has ensued, are circumstances 
strongly in favour of that course.” 

5. We have informed your Honourable Committee that we solicited the 
Governor General’s instructions, 1st, in regard to the provision to be assigned 
to the ex-RaJa and his family : 2d, in regard to his future place of residence. 
His Lordship has requested our President to fix the amount of stipend to be 
allowed from the Sattara revenues to the ex-Raja, and has resolved to select 
Benares as the place of his future residence. 

6. We have the satisfaction of informing your Honourable Committee, that 
the treaty under which the ex-RaJa’s brother has been elevated to the throne 
lias been returned to us, duly ratified by the Right Honourable the Governor 
General of India. 


* iSth Sept, and 7th Oct. 1839. • 


7. In 
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7. In conclusion, his Lordship states that he may take anotlicr opportunity SATrAKA 

of adverting to other topics introduced in our President’s minute of liis pro- . PAPERS, 
ceedings at Sattara, and that lie only deems it necessary, on the present occa- ^ 

sion, further to express his best thanks to our President for tlie anxious atten- liombay, 
tion which he has bestowed upon this important subject, and to record his 28 Nov. 1831 
satisfaction that the change of Government at Sattara, under the judicious 
arrangements of Colonel Ovans, was happily effected without bloodshed or 
disturbance. 

8. On the receipt of this despatch, our President has informed us, that it is 
his intention, without loss of time, again to proceed to Sattara, for the pur- 
pose of being present at the formal installation of the Raja, making arrange- 
meiits for the removal of the ex-Raja to Benares, and meeting the Jagheer- 
dars of the Sattara State, who are henceforward to be subjected to the general 
control of the British Government. 

9. We now beg to request the attention of your Honourable Committee to 
two further despatches which we have received from the Resident at Sattara, 
dated the 3()th ultimo and llth instant, containing further proofs of the ex- 
Raja’s hostile and treacherous proceedings against the British Government. 

10. Jn reference to the first of these letters we may observe, that the infor- 
mation contained in the deposition of the Moonshee Wussce Oolla, who was 
engaged by the ex-Raja of Sattara to proceed on a mission to England via 
Egypt, is of importance, because it corroborates what has been from the first 
suspected, that the ex-Raja’s intrigues were not confined to India, but ex- 
tended beyond this country. The Moonshee deposes, that he was charged 
with a message to the Pacha of Egypt, to the efiect “ that the rule of the 
“ English extended to the wholtJ of Ilindoostaii ; that the whole of our 
** country has been taken possession of by the English, and that therefore be 

should" send here his army to co-operate with us and expel the English.” 

This message is slated to have been personally communicated to the Moim- 
shee, by the ox- Raja, in the presence of the Seenaputty. 

11. We are strongly impressed with the conviction, that the full extent of 
the ex- Raja’s intrigues has not yet been discovered. The discoveries re- 
c(?nt]y made at Kurnool may very probably add to our knowledge of them ; 
and \vt‘ will only ik)w further remark, tliat every accession of evidence ob- 
tained on this subject is of importance, because it tends to establish, that this 
inlVilualed prince had grounds lor su])posing, thougli unknown to us, that he 
was only one of a numerous and powerful confederacy, secretly formed 
against the British Government ol‘ India. 

12. Tlie evidence forwarded witli tlie Resident’s letter of the 1 1th instant is 
important, and corroborates the fact of the ex-Raja having, contrary to liis 
treaty with the British (joveniment, maintained an intercourse with foreign 
states. The mission of the cazee, Kuramut Oolla Khan, on his behalf, to the 
Nizam’s Ciovernment, is pjoved. The cazee, on this oesasion, was furnisin d 
by the ex-Rajah with an escort and funds, and the object of his mission appears 
from tins evidence to have been to form a cuunectioii between the two statc .s. 
inimical to the British Government. 

13. The communication with the Nujoomee, or astrologer, and the questions 
put to him by the ex-Raja respecting the increase of his own dominions, and 
the downfall of the English rule, are also strongly illustrative of the ambitious r 
and hostile spirit with which he has for several years past been animated against ‘ 
us. The same may be remarked in regard to his intercourse with the Shahzada 
from Delhi, whose visit to this Presidency in 1832, and subsequent visit to Hy- 
derabad, are matters of public notoriety. 

14. Our President has caused copy of this despatch to be sent to the Go- 
vernment of Madras, and to the Resident at Hyderabad, in the hope that in- 
quiry by those .authorities may further elicit the real nature and object of the * 
cazee’s mission to the capital of his Highness the Nizam. 

15. We forward, as accompaniments to this despatch, copies of several 
memoranda received from the ex-Raja of Sattara, purporting to be an account 
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of what occurred at the interviews between himself and our President previous 
to his deposal. As a faithful account of wdrat transpired at these interviews is 
contained in our President’s minute, dated the 4th September last, we consider 
it unnecessary to comment on these communications. 

IG. In our letter datexl the 7th October, No. 114 of 1839, we reported to 
your Honourable Committee, that almost one of the first acts of the present 
Raja of Sattara was, to promulgate a proclamation abolishing the inhuman 
rite of suttee within his dominions; and we now transmit copy of a letter 
which we have received from Mr. Secretary Maddock, communicating the 
satisfaction which the Right Honourable the Governor General of India has 
derived from the adoption of this measure. 

17. With reference to the seventh to the ninth paragraphs of our despatch, 
dated the 7th ultimo, we further do ourselves the honour of transmitting to 
your Honourable Committee copy of a letter which we have received from 
the Secretary with the Right Honourable the Governor General of India, dated 
the 21st October, communicating the sentiments of his Lordship, as to the 
course best to be adopted on the subject of the libellous articles which have 
b(icii recently published in the Bombay Gazette newspaper, against his High- 
ness the present Raja of Sattara, and on the Sattara case generally. 

18. In conclusion, \ve have the honour to forward copy of a letter just re- 
ceived from the Resident at Sattara, dated the 20th instant, transmitting 
translations of two original papers in the hand-writing of the ex-Raja of Sat- 
tara, discovered in a secret part of the Ranee’s apartments in the palace. 

19. As stated by the Resident, these papers are of importance, as affording 
additional evidenc(i, of a most authentic description, of the ambitious designs 
formed by the cx-Raja, and of the belief which he cherished, that \vithiu a 
given time, or about the period that his attempt to tamper with our troops was 
detected, hisr/^* (rule) would become as extensive as desired. 

We have, &c. 

(Signed) J. Farish, 

Bombay Castle, fl. W Andkrson. 

28th November 1839. 


Secret Letter from SECRET LETTER FROM BOMBAY 

"t; Bombay, 

SI Dec. 1839. Dated 31^^ December^ No 134 of 1839. 

1. With reference to the eighth paragraph of our despatch, dated the 28th 
ultimo. No, 128, we beg to report to your Honourable Committee, that our Ho- 
nourable President arrived at Sattara, on bis second visit to that place, on the 
16th ultimo, for the purpose of being present at the formal installation of the 
Raja, making all requisite arrangements for the removal to Benares of the ex- 
Raja, and meeting the Jagliecrdars of the Sattara state, who, by the terms of the 
new treaty, are henceforward placed under the general control of the British 
Government. 

2. For the full particulars of the proceedings adopted by our Honourable 
President in carrying these objects into effect, we beg to refer your Honourable 
Committee to his minute recorded under date the 25th ultimo, and also to the 
two minutes recorded by the Honourable Mr. Farish and Mr, Anderson on the 
3d and 4tli instant, expressing their cordial concurrence in the whole of the 
measures adopted. 

3. Ybur Honourable Committee, we are confident, will derive the highest 
gratification, from learning that everything connected with the Raja’s installa- 
tion was conducted in a most satisfactory manner, and that his Highness has 
given the most decisive proofs of his earnest desire for the improvement of his 
country, and for conducting its management in the most creditable mani^r. 

4. We also beg to draw the particular attention of your Honourable Com- 
mittee to the two letters addressed by our Political Secretary to Lieutenant- 
Colonel Ovans, the Resident at Sattara, and to Mr. Secretary Maddock, under 

dates 
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dates the 21st and 25th ultimo, Nos. 107 and 205. Copy of Colonel Ovans s 
letter, dated the 28th September, No. 47, therein alluded to, also accompanies 
this despatch. . 

5. From the second and third paragraphs of the former communication your 
Honourable Committee will perceive that, subject to the contirmation of the 
Right Honourable the Governor General of India, an allowance of one lac and 
twenty thousand rupees per annum has been assigned by this Government for 
the support and dignity of the ex- Raja and his family, payable by the Sattara 
Government in monthly instalments of ten thousand rupees ; and that, in orc^er 
to obviate future misunderstanding and dispute, it has been further determined 
that this allowance shall be distributed in the following proportions, and shall 
terminate on the death of the respective parties :• — 


IIUPKKS. HUPEES. 


To the ex-Kaja...... 7,700 per mensem 92,4*00 per annum. 

To his first wife 1,000 do. 12»000 do. 

To his second vrife 800 do. 9,600 do. 

To his daughter .500 do. 6,000 do. 


Total llupccs 10,000 do. 1,20,000 do. 


8. From Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans’s letter, dated the 7th instant. No. G2, your 
Honourable Committee will perceive that the ex-Raja of Sattara, with an escort 
of two hundred men of the eighth regiment Bombay Native Infantry, and 
twcnty-eiglit of tlie Poona Auxiliary Horse, under the command of Lieutenant 
F. Cvistall, commenced his march for Benares on the 7th instant. For the 
particulars of the route by which it is arranged that this p.arty shall proceed 
to Benares, we beg to refer to the Resident’s letter dated the 29th November 
last. No. 60, from wliich it will be observed, that the ex-Raja will reach Benares 
about the IGtli April next. We also beg to forward a copy of a letter from the 
Resident at Sattara, dated the 24th instant, No. 70, staling that the camp of the 
cx-Raja arrived at Ahincduuggur on the 20th instant, and that it was expected 
tliey would reach Malligainu about the 2iid or 3rd proximo. 

9. Lieutenant Cristall has been directed to shew every attention to the ex- 
Raja on his journey t<7 Benares, and to study his comfort in every possible way 
compatible with his safe custody, but to exercise great vigilance to prevent 
any communications between the ex-Raja and the Native Chiefs on the line of 
route, and on his arri val at Benares to deliver him over to the chief civil autho- 
rity at that station. 

10. We have much pleasure in drawing the attention of your Honourable 
Committee to laeuteiiant-Coloncl Ovans's letter, dated lhc28th ultimo. No. 277, 
iorwarding translation ofiii/ad from the Raja of Sattara, regarding an hospital 
which his Highness has resolved to establish at that place for the benefit of 
his subjects. 

11. The laudable objects contemplated by the Raja in forming this esta- 
blishment, as stated by his Highness, are the affording medical aid to all the 
poorer classes of his subjects, the supplying them with medicine gratis, the 
instruction of his subjects in medical science, and the extension of the bles- 
sings of vaccination throughout the Sattara territory, 

12. From the reply which we have returned to the Resident’s communica- 
tion, your Honourable Committee will perceive the extent of aid which vC^e have 
considered it advisable to afford to the Raja for the attainment of his highly 
desirable object, and that we have requested Colonel O vans to communicate 
to his Highness the high satisfaction experienced by the British Government 
at hi^rcsolution to establish an institution which is calculated to be of so much 
benent to his subjects. 

13. With a subsequent letter of the same date (28th November) Colonel 
Gvans forwarded to us translation of a further yad from the Raja of Sattara, 


Secret Ixjtter fr 
Bombay, 

31 Dec. 1839 
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LETTERS FROM TPIE 


>■1 

f SATTARA Oil Ihe subject of certain public works.which liis Highness therein states him- 

5 - PAPERS. self to be desirous of constructing. 

Itecret Letter from * ]4. The principal works proposed by the Raja to be immediately carried 

“ into eflect are : 

■: SI D«c. 1889. 

I 1st. Two bridges on the Poona road, one over the Yeuna, and the other 

over the Kistna rivers : 

2d. The completion of the road to Poona, about seven or eight miles 

I of which is now unmade : 

I • 3d. The formation of a reservoir at Mahableshwur : 

g 4th. Bungalows and Dhurinsallas for European and Native travellers. 

£ 15, The first and second of these undertakings (namely, the bridges and 

road) will complete the communications with l*oona through the Sattara terri- 
tory, which during the monsoon are sometimes completely cut otf. The third, 
(namely, the reservoir) will form a tank near the residence of his Highness at 
Mahableshwur, and will be the means of yielding at all times an abundant 
su|)|)iy of water to the residents at Malcolm Peyt and the adjacent coiuitry ; 
and the fourth (namely, the erection of Bungalows and Dhurmsallas) will be of 
great utility. 

IG. Dr. Murray, the Supcrintcjident of the convalescent station at Maha- 
bleshwur, having, in reply to a reference made by us to him on the subject, 
stated it to be his opinion, that the construetiuii of the proposed reservoir at 
Mahableshwur will, when comjdeted, be extremely beneficial to that station, 
both by improving the qualities of the climate, and y)y affording an increased 
supply of water for the purposes of cultivation and of domestic use, we have 
requested Colonel Ovans to intimate to the Raja the high gratification ex|>e- 
rienced by this Government, at learning the laiiclable intentions of his Highness 
to appropriate a ])ortion of his revenues to works of general imju’ovement and 
utility, which, when carried into effect, will not only ])rove beneficial to his 
country, but afford an ain])le return for the expenses they may occasion. 

17. In a further letter, dated the 28th November last, No. 278, Colonel Ovans 
forwarded translation of n j/ful from tlui Raja of Sattara, on tlie subject of his 
Highness’s wisli to reform the corps now in liis service, amounting to eleven 
hundred sebuiidics, by selecting from them five or six hundred men, 10 i;e 
armed, dressed, and trained under tlie superintendence of a Europe.an olliccr, 
so as to render it an elficicnt local corps. 

18. We consider the proposed reform in this corps to be highly desirable, 
since it will combine both etficiency and economy ; and wc beg to refer to our 
Political Secretary's letter to the Resident at Sattara, dated the 14th instant, 
from which y(»ur Honourable Committee will jjerceive the extent of aid which 
we have deemed it advisable to afford the Raja, for the attainment of this 

■ desirable object. 

10. The Resident at Sattara having brought to our notice the great difficulty 
tb.at exists in carrying on the ordinary duties of the Residency, from the 
limited scale of liis'native establishment of writers and peons, we have autho- 
rized an increase thereto, to the extent of 240 rupees per mensem, half the 
expense being defrayed by the Sattara Government, and the remaining half 
by the Jaghcerdars noted in the margin.* 

. 20. In consideration of the onerous duties which will, for some time to 

come, devolve on the Resident at Sattara, we have recommended to the Right 
Honourable the Governor General of India, that an additional personal 
allowance of 500 rupees per mensem should be granted to Lieutenant-Colonel 
Ovans, and that, with reference to the extent of duties, and the eminent ability 

with 

* The Raja of Akulcote, 40 rupees per month. 

The Punt Sucheo 40 do. 

The Duffley 20 do. 

Tlie Nimbalkur 20 do. 


120 rupeea. 
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with which he has performed them, this increase be made retrospective to the SATTARA 
date of the treaty with the present Raja, namely, the 4 th of September last. PAPERS. 

21. With referenee to the twelfth to the fourteenth paragraphs of our des- Secret Letter ft 
patch dated the 28th ultimo. No. 128, we do ourselves the honour of herewith 31 
transmitting copy of a communication which we have received from the Resi- 
dent at Hyderabad, in reply to the reference made to that officer on the subject 
of Colonel Ovans’s letter, dated the Hth ultimo, relative to a clandestine corres- 
pondence alleged to have been carried on between the Government of Hyder- 
abad and the ex- Raj a of Sattara, through the intervention of a cazee named 
Kuramut Oolla. 

We have, &c. 

(Signed) J. R. Carkac, 

Bombay Castle, J. Parish, 

31st December 1838. G. W. Anderson, 



EXTRACT SECRET LETTER FROM THE GOVERNMENT 

OF MADRAS. 


i SATTARA 
PAPERS, 

Extract Secret 
; Letter from 
Madras* 


EXTRACT SECRET LETTER FROM MADRAS, 

Dated Itk Deccruher, No. 21 (^‘1839. 

10. Inconsequence of a communication from the Bombay Government,* ye 
requested to be informed by the Commissioners, whether the report of a con- 
federacy against the British Government, of which the cx-Ilaja of Sattara 
was a member, had been confirmed by their inquiries at Kurnool. The Com- 
missioners, in reply, stated that they liacl mit discovered any paper in which 
the ex-Raja of Sattara was in any way mentioned ; nor had any thing transpired 
in the course of their inquiries, which indicated that there had been any com- 
munication between the cx-Raja and Goolam Russool Klian, as parties to a 
confederacy against the British Government. 


* In Consultations, 26th Not. 1839, Nos. 2 to 4 ; Collection No. 5 in the packet. 
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LETTERS AND EXTRACTS OF LETTERS FROM THE 
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA. 


SECRET LETTER FROM THE GOVERNMENT OF INDIA, 

Dated Jidi/ 1 8ri7. 

K We have the honour to acknovvledf^e the receipt of your Honoiirable 
Committee's letter, under date the 8th February last, rej^^arding the conspi- 
racy sup]K>sed to have been formed at Sattara. 


SATTARA 

PAPERS. 

Secret Letter fn 
the Govemmer 
of India, 

3 July 1837. 


2. Your llonourable Committee will have received from the Government 
of Bombay a coj)y of the re[)ort alluded to in their letter to your address of 
the 17th January last, as having been drawn up by the Commission a|)pointed 
to investigate the circuinstanc^es connected witli the accusation preferred 
against the Raja of Sattara, of an attempt to corrupt the fidelity of our troops, 
as well as a record ol* tlie opinions of that Government, in regard to the 
degree and mode of punishment to be inflicted on the delinquent chief. 

8. We are not yet in possession of sufficient data to enable us to form a 
decisive opinion as to the course to be pursued in this matter ; but we have, 
\4:;vertheless, communicated to t.h(‘ Government of.Boml)ay our present views 
on this important question, an ex])osition of wliich is contained in the an- 
nexed document.* 


4. It will be seen that we have dissented from the opinion of the Governor 
in Council of that Presidency, as to the ex[>ediency of adopting a middle 
course in this case. Wc have argued that, if the Raja is guilty of the delin- 
quency laid to his charge, and of which he lias been convierted by the Com- 
mission of Inquiry, there should be no eunipromise with such an offence ; and 
we have refused to recognize the principle, that in a case like the present, the 
British Government should, rir)ru fear of imputations on the purity of its 
nnUives, refrain from the plain course (d* resuming territory and power, when 
those to whom they have been entrusted are using them for our destruction. 

5. We are of opinion that, should the additional information which has 
been called for establish beyond all doubt the criminality of the Raja, and 
afford, moreover, evidence of the participation of all the members of his family 
m his guilt, he should be deposed ; that none of his relatives should be elected 
to reign in his stead ; and that the Sattara dominions should, at once, be an- 
nexed to the British territories. 

G. We have no small gratification in being able to assure your Honourable 
Committee that, although some communication would appear to have taken 
place between the Sattara Chief and the cx-Raja of Nagpore, the nature of 
'vhich is as yet unknown, no grounds exist for suspecting any of the Native 
Powers to have been implicated in the plot, which was confined to the scene 
where it originated, and totally failed of success ; nor has there been any 
manifestation, by other Native States, of disaffection to our Government. 

7, We are equally happy in assuring your Honourable Committee, that we 
have no reason to suspect any of the European Powers, now in amity with his 
Majesty, of havyig been concerned in the intrigues in question. 

8. Copies of the documents illustrative of the matter forming the subject of 

this 

* Secret Consultations, S9 May 1837, No. 19, Abstract No. 9. 
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& SATTAHA this letter* arc herewith forwarded; among which will be found a minute 
PAPERS. recorded by Mr, Shakespear, containing an exposition of his view of the case 
j^ecret L^er from favourable to the Raja and his Dewan than that which is entertained by 

the Government ^he other Members of Council), and of the evidence on which the guilt of the 
of India, Raja is at present considered to rest, 
y 8 July 1837. We have, &c. 

(Signed) Auckland, 

A. Ross. 

Fort William, W. Moriso n , 

3d July 1837. H. Shakespear. 


Extract 

Political Letter 
from the 
^Government of 
India, 

20 Oct. 1837. 


EXTRACT POLITICAL LETTER FROM THE GOVERNMENT OF 

INDIA, 

Dated 20th October 1837. 

Par. 48. This correspondence*!' relates to the .subject of the presents alleged 
to have been sent by the Raja of Sattara to Appa Sahib at Joudpore, and 
stands in connexion with paragraph 6 of a letter addressed by us to the 
Honourable the Secret Committee, dated the 3d July, No. 7 of 1837. 


f Extract EXTRACT PUBLIC LETTER FROM THE GOVERNOR GENERAL, 

'Public Letter 

from the Dated 6th Januan/^ No. 1 f>/’1838. 

;^bvecnor General, 

jf , 6 Jan. 1838. 32. I have witnessed with considerable pain the protracted and ex- 

tended investigations in \vhich the Government of Bombay has thought it 
necessary to enter, in connection with tlie original charges against the Raja of 
Sattara, and I have required that the proceedings be terminated, and brought 
under the review of the Supreme Governmeut at the earliest possible period. 


^Political Letter POLITICAL LETTER FROM THE GOVERNOR GENERAL, 

f. from the 

Jiovernor General. Dated 1st October 1838. 

2 1 Oct. 1838. • 


1. I have the honour to forward herewith copy of minute recorded by me on 
the 23d ultimo, respecting the course which it will be expedient to pursue 
with regard to the Raja of Sattara, whom I fully believe to have been 
implicated in treasonable practices against this Government. 


2. The whole of the proceedings upon which this opinion is based have 
been already reported to your Honourable Court by the Honourable the 
Governor in Council of Bombay. 

1 have, &c. 


Simla, 

1st October 1838. 


(Signed) Auckland. 


* Secret Consultations, 29 May 1837, Nos. 11 to 19, Abstracts Nos.S to 9. 
i' Consultations, 10 April 1837, Ko. 61 ; 19th June, Nos. 6 and 9. 



57 


GOVERNMENT OF INDIA. 


POLITICAL LETTER FROM THE GOVERNOR-GENERAL, 

Dated 2Qth December, No. 24 ^1838. 

I liave the honour, in continuation of my despatch, dated 1st October (No. 
21) 1838, to forward to your Honourable Court a further minute recorded by 
roe on the afiairs of Sattara, as connected with the recent intrigues of the Raja. 

I have, &c. 

Camp at Lahore, (Signed) Auckland. 

29th December J 838. 


SECRET LETTER FROM THE GOVERNOR GENERAL. 

Doled Ith Notumiber, A'o. 42 of 1839. 

1. I have the honour to submit, for the information of your Honourable Com- 
mittee, the papers noted on the margin,* relative to the deposal of the Raja of 
Sattara, and the proclaiming his brother as successor. 

2. The enclosures to the Bombay despatch of the 18th September last, 
being A'olutninous, ar«i not sent herewith, particularly as your Honourable 
(voimnittec w'il) have been furnished with tin? entire despatch from Bombay. 


Camp at Kote Kutchwa, 
7tb November 1839. 


I have, &c. 

(Signed) Auckland. 


SATTAR 

PAPERS; 

P(^tical Let 
from the 
Governor Get; 
29 Dec. la' 


Secret Lettc 
from the 
Governor Geni 
7 Nov. 18.SS; 


* Abstract of Contents, Nos. 3 and 4. 
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DESPATCHES FROM THE COURT OF DIRECTORS AND 
SECRET COMMITTEE TO THE GOVERNMENTS OF 
INDIA AND BOMBAY. 


SATTARA POLITICAL DESPATCH TO THE GOVERNMENT OF INDIA. 
PAPERS. 


Political Despatch 
to the 

Government of 
India, 

13 June 1838. 


Dated \^th June, No. 39 of 1838. 

1. In a letter dated Gtli January (No. 1) 1838, the Governor General informs 
us, that he has “ witnessed with considerable pain the protracted and extended 
“ investigations into which the (jovernnient of Bombay has thought it neces- 
“ sary to enter, in connexion with the original charges against the Raja of 
“ Sattara, and that he has required that the proceedings be terininaled, and 
'' brought under the review of the Supreme Government at the earliest possible 
“ period.” 


2. It is our particular desire to receive, as soon as possible, your review of 
these proceedings ; and, in the confidence that it will be transmitted without 
any avoidable delay, we shall suspend our own review of the case till we are 
in possession of yours. At the same time, we have no hesitation in giving it 
as our decided 0 ]:)inion, that it would be not only a waste of time, but seriously 
detrimental to the character of our Government, to carry on any further iiuniiry 
in the matter. 

Wcare, tS:c. 

(Signed) J. L. Lusiii.vo'jon, 
R. .iKXKINf?, 

W. Astkli., 

W. S. Cj.arkk, 

J. L()( H, 

W. B. Bavt J Y. 

J. R. Gaknac, 

V. Vans Ac new, 

F. Wa H DF.X, 

J. I*. MuSPRAT'J’, 

II. Shank, 

London , J . T 1 1 o a n n r i . i . , 

1 3th J uiie 1 838 . H . A i . e x a n d i\ ii , 

J. Mastkkrian. 


Political Despatch 
to the 

Goverunicnt of 
Bombay, 

13 June 1838. 


POLITICAL DESPATCH TO THE GOVERNMENT OF BOMBAY, 
Dated VMh June, No. 12 ry*1838. 

We have perused with great attention the letters noticed in the margin,* 
which relate to certain charges against the Raja of Sattara. The Governor 
General has informed us, that he has required your proceedings on this subject 
to be transmitted and brought under the review ol the Su|)remc Government 
at the earliest jiossible period. We hope and trust that these orders of the 
Governor General have been long before this fully complied with by you. In 
this belief, we shall suspend our judgmemt on these proceedings till we are in 
possession of that of the Supreme Government. At the same time w^e have 

no 


* Bombay Woerct Letters dated the 15th Sept, and 30th Nov. 1836; 17th Jan. ; 1st and 28th 
April ; and ii-lth June 1837. India Political, 3d July (No. 7). 1837. Bombuy Secret, 19th July; 
Kith anil 19th Auj^.; and 25th Sept. 18.37, Bombay Political (No. 50), 1837. Bombay Secret, 
2isf, and 23d Met. : rr'fM>7‘"' d XViv 
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no hesitation in giving it as our decided opinion, that it would be not only a 
waste of time, but seriously detrimental to the character of our Government, 
to carry on any further inquiry in the matter. 

We are, &c. 

(Signed) J. L. Lusiiington, 
R. Jenkins, 

W. As TELL, 

W, S. Cj.arkk, 

J. Loch, 

J. R. Caunac, 

P. Vans Ac new, 

F. Warden, 

J. FoRJiES, 

H. Shank, 

J. Thornhill, 

W. B. Bavlev, 

London, J. M asteuman, 

13th June 1838. (i. Lvali., 

J. P. Muspratt. 


SECRET DESPATCH TO THE GOVERNMENT OF INDIA, 
DfJted 22d Jin/ it an/ 1839. 

As Sir Janies (\arnac, the Covenior of Bombay, htis been in communication 
with us on the subject of* your procc edings regarding the Raja of Sattara, we 
are particularly desirous that you should suspend any tinal decision on the 
case until you have Irad an op])urtunity of taking into your consideration such 
observations and suggestions as may be made to you by Sir James Carnac on 
a review of those proceedings. 

In the mean time, it may be as well for us to stale to you, that we see no 
reason to dissent from the opinion expressed by the Court of Directors in their 
letter of llie 13th June (^No. 39) 1838. 

A co|)y of this letter will be comniimicated to the Governor in (^)uncil at 
Bombay, watli a request that lu*. will suspend the transmission of any decision 
to the Raja of Sattara until you siiall liave had au opportunity of issuing such 
further direction as you may think proper, in reference to this desjiatch. 

We are, i^c. 

(Signed) J. L. Lvshington, 
R. Jenkins, 

East-India House, V\'. Asteli.. 

22d January 1839. 


SECRET DESPATCH TO THE GOVERNMENT OF BOMBAY, 

Dated 22d January 1839. 

We transmit to you, for your information and guidance, co|)y of an instruc- 
tion which \vc have this day addressed to the Governor General of I^idia in 
Council relating to the Raja of Sattara, and wo request your particular atten- 
tion to the concluding paragraph, in wliieh you are desired to suspend the 
transmission of any decision to the Raja on his case, until the receipt of an 
instruction from his Lordship in Council in reference to this despatch. 

♦ ' We are, &c. 

(Signed) J. L. Lush inc: ton, 
R. Jenkins, 

East-India House, W. Astej.l. 

2!'^ o' . T -r. r ” C* o r.: 


S attar 

PAPKRt 

Political De^p 
to the 
Govenimen 
Bombay, 
13 June 


Secret Despat 
to flic 

Government 
India, . 
22 Jan. 1839 


Secret Despntcl 
to the 

* (Sovernment ot 
B^)nll)a)^ 

22 Jan. 1839. 
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SATTAUA 

PAPERS. 

Minute by 
the Governor, 
12&13 Sept. 1836. 


MINUTES OF THE GOVERNMENT OF BOMBAY ♦ 


xMINUTES BY THE GOVERNOR, 

Dated 12/// and \ Wi Seplcmhcr 183(>. 

I hog- to Ifiy boforti the Board a private communication which I have received 
from tlio licsident at Saftara. To prevent suspicion, CoJonel Ludwick has 
Torwarded the official report through the regular channel ; but, as this letter 
contains the substance of that report, I have, in concert with the Commander- 
in-Chiel’, authorized the measures that the Resident deems advisaf)le. 

The regiment at Shola|)ore will not, as was originally intendtid, move frenn 
that station until relicv(*dby another corps. I'lie 8lh tiegirnent will march to 
Sattara with the ap|)arcnt object of relieving the 2;id Regiment, whenever the 
Resident shall consider further delay dangerous ; but 1 agree with him in 
thinking that infonnation of very great ini])ortance may be obtained throngh 
the agency ol‘ the Native officers, relative to the ])(nvers combined wdth the Raja 
of Sattara, provided secrecy can be niaintaincd ; and of that Colonel Lodwick 
can best judge. 

The reinforcement of Artillery and the ammunition will also be prepared. 

Since the Engineers were brought to JV>ona, Captain Peat, the officer in 
command, lias been indefatigable in his exertions. The old pontoons are 
repaired, and the men liave now a very sufficient ac(}uaijitanco with their poii- 
tooning duties; but, as the train is still very incomplete, 1 have directed 
Captain Peat to prepare the superstructure for two additional rafts at Poona, 
which on an emergency may be used with casks. Tlie canoes must, 1 find, be 
constructed in the dock-yard, and would not be ready for some lime. • 

1 I'ear there can be little doubt that the Raja of Sattara has, as the Resident 
affirms, proved faithless to liis engagements wdtli the British f Jovemment. 
How to (leal with him will be a siibj(-^cl of the greatest consideration ; but (‘Ojiics 
of Colonel laKlwick’s despatches should be immediately forwarded to the 
(jrovernnKmt of India, and sent by tlie Shannon to the Honourable the Court 
of Directors, 

12th Septomber 1836. ‘ (Signed) R. Grant. 

Since wriliug* the foregoing minute, I have received Colonel Lodwick’s 
official report, with the depositions of the two Native officers. 

These depositions are not so full as I expected ; but Colonel Lodwick, from 
his knowledge of tlic parties, must be able to form the best judgment of the 
degree of reliance we ought to jilace on their testimony. 

I do not think it necessary to discuss the (luestion at this moment, nor indeed 
am I prepared to do so. 1 have, however, thought the papers of sufficient 
importance to require that copies of them should be sent direct to the Supreme 
Government and to the (Toveruor of Agra; and, I trust, iny Colleagues will 
approve of my having done so without the loss of a day. 

Colonel Lodwick should be instructed not to allow any change to be appa- 
rent in his political intercourse with the Raja of Sattara. 

Iv'Uh September 183G. (Signed) R. Grant. 


* Some minutes and passages in this division are omitted, for the reasons assigned in the 

note in page 1, 



MINUTE BY MR. EDWARD IRONSIDE, 

Dated \Ath September 1836. 

I concur in all that has been done. In venturing an opinion, I beg to 
observe, that I do so with great deference; and I trust, therefore, that my 
motives may not be misconstrued. 1 am of opinion, considering the great 
importance of the state of affairs, that it would be highly expedient, were the 
Governor and his excellency the Commander-in-chief to return as early as 
possible to the Presidency, in order that there may be a full and united Council, 
and no delays in making such arrangements as may be deemed expedient. 

1.4th Seplember. (Signed^ E. Ironsijoe. 


MINUTE BY*MR. JAMES PARISH, 

Dated \Mh September 183C. 

I concur in \hc meas\ircs that have laoeii adopted. The Madras Government 
is not mentioned ; but as Hyderabad is one of tlie points mentioned by the 
Raja, that (Jovenuuent slunild, I think, be appri'/ed. 1 agree with Mr. 
Ironside in I lie importance of tlio course which he has suggested for the consi- 
deration of the Right Honourable the (lovcrnor. 

14th September. (Signed) J. Parish. 


MINU i E BY THE (JOVERNOR. 

Dated "^^d October 1830. 

1. I submit to the Board Colonel Lodwiek's reply to the letter addressed to 
him on the 22d instant, which, by an unim[H>rtant mistake, was not signed by 
the (jf)vernment Seeretary in attendance; and also a despatch which was 
received yesterday by e\|»ress. The hxiicr only requires notice. 

2. Feeling that, when oiiee suspiraon was excited in the mind of the Raja, 
no circumstances could long remain concealed, I instantly sent to Colonel 
Lodwick the instructions of wliich the accompanying paiier is a transcript; 
and, I trust, my colleagues will approve ul'ilie course I have adopted. 

3. I have more than once said, liiat I do not entertain the slightest doubt of 
the Native oilicers liaving told us the truth ; and, after oiirollicial report to the 
Secr<?t CommiUee, w(' are liound to procee<l with the examination. We must 
not, however, lose sight of the fact, tliat we have at present no positive proof of 
the Raja’s guilt ; and if we cannot make it, to a degree, apparent to thu coun- 
try, our measures will be strictly scrutinized, 

4. We must, tliereforc, so jirocced, as not to liave the semblance of undue 
or unncicessviry harshness; and 1 liave not thought it right to require the 
surrender of the Fort of Sattara, nor to make any attempt to seize it. Indeed, 
the possession of this fort w ould be of little advantage to us, while, to the Raja, 
the seizure of it would be au open insult. 

5. For the same reason, I have determined not to move any troops on Sattara, 
until the Raja has been offered the opportimity of complying with the demands 
of the Resident. Troops could not have left Fooiia wifliout spreading instant 
alarm through the country. The conspirators, as (’olonel Lodwdek observes, 
would liave morc^ time for escape or i’or collusion ; and as the Raja would, of 
course, say that we need, not have doubted his readiness to meet our wishes, 
we should neither have so good a case, nor such just grounds for charging him 
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with the’expense of the movement. The baggage cattle have been called in 
to Poona to the usual muster on the 1st of the month ; and, as all will be 
ready, a force could reach Sattara in four days. 

G. 1 have allowed Colonel Lodwick to use his discretion in seizing the person 
called Scindia's Vakeel, because he has, I understand, a safe conduct or letter 
of introduction from the Resident at Gwalior to Colonel Lodwick. 

7. For instituting a full inquiry into the case, I propose to appoint a Secret 
Commission, composed of Colonel Lodwick, Colonel Ovans, and Mr. 
Willoughby, if the latter gentleman can possibly be spared from his duties at 
the Presidency at this moment. Of this, however, my colleagues will be the 
best judges, and to them 1 leave the determination. 

8. Should Mr. Willoughby be unable to quit the Presidency, it strikes me 
that Mr. .lohn Warden would be the best substitute, and I wish either one or 
the other to join me at Dapooree with the lea.st possible delay. 

(Signed) 11. Grant. 


.MINUTE BY MR. EDWARD IRONSIDE, 

Without Dale. 

For the reasons stated in the above minute, I readily concur in the course 
which has been adopted. Although Mr. W'illoughby can ill be spared from 
his duties at the Presidency, 1 nevertheless at once assent to his undertaking 
the office of Commissioner ; I also approve of Major Ovans being the other 
Commissioner. 

(Signed) E. Iuonsiuk. 


MJ.NUTE BY .MR. .lAMES FARLSil, 

Without Date. 

The instructions of the 1st October to the Resident appear to me to be in 
every point of view most judicious, and have my entire concurrence. 

(Signed) .1. Fakish. 


MINUTE BY MR. JAMES FAIIISH, 

. Dated ^th Oetober IHdG- 

An express should, I think, go to Sattara, to acquaint the Re.sident with the 
ill-advised notice of Sattara atfairs in to-day’s Courier, that he may judge of 
the expediency of acting before its intelligence reaches Sattara in ordinary 
course. 

It should be kept secret in the Post Office in what direction the express is 
going, until it starts, lest any emissaries of the Raja take advantage of it, if 
known. 

(Signed) J. Farish. 



MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

Dated 5th October 1836. 

(Concurred in by the Civil Members of the Board.) 

Having yesterday received from the Resident at Sattara the letter dated 
the 3d instant, which I now send to the Presidency, I have this morning 
caused to be despatched to him, by express, a letter, of which a transcrijjt is 
also now transmitted. 

The last-mentioned document explains itself, and I shall, therefore, only 
add now, that I have been a good deal embarrassed by the variation of tone 
manifested in the Resident’s rt3cerit letters. I do not say this in the way of 
blame, knowing the anxious situation in which Colonel Lodwick is placed, 
but in order that my Civil Colleagues may be fully apprised of my senti- 
ments. 

I learn by a private letter from the Political Secretary, that an express has 
been despatched from the Presidency to apprise Colonel Lodwick, by antici- 
pation, of an ill-advised notice which has appeared in the Courier newspaper 
of the Sattara affairs, and beg to express my full approbation of the proceed- 
ing. 

I believe, however, that hardly any thing can have appeared in the Bombay 
newspapers, which is not already matter of conversation at Sattara; and my 
present impression is, that when the immediate crisis shall have passed, it 
vvill be our duty severely to animadvert on the indiscretion to which tlie ])rc- 
mature publicity of the whole matUu' is to be ascribed. 

(Signed) R. Giiaxt. 


M 1 N UT E BY I HE GOV KR N O R , 

Da fed the \{)lh October 1836, 

((.’unemrred in by the Members of the Board.) 

1. The readiness wiili wliieh the Raja of Sattara has complied with our 
demand to surrender the parties ac-cused of tam|>oring with our troops is re- 
markable, and involves the ease in greater uncertainty ; we must, however, 
await the rejiort of the C/omini>sion. 

2. Mr. Willoughby and Colonel ( Ivans set otTibr Sattara last niglit. Con- 
ceiving it of the utmost iniportanee that they should ])rocecd on the examina- 
tion immediately, I have taken it oji myself to give them instruelions in llic 
name of the Board. It would have been far more satisfactory to me to submit 
these, in the first instance, to my Civil Colleagues, but the reference must 
have caused a delay of tlirce days, at the very least; and it seemed to me 
that the instructions had better, at any rate, be framed in general terms, and 
that the nature of them so much resulted from those previous transactions in 
which the Board acted unanimously, that my Colleagues would approve of 
iny issuing them at once. The draft of them accompanies the present 
minute. 

3. In one only point these instructions have somewhat deviated from the 
view we have hitherto taken. By private letters from Colonel Stewart at 
Hyderabad, and from Sir Charles Metcalfe, I find that those authorities totally 
disbelieve the concurrence of the Nizam, on the one hand, and of Ilolkdr and 
‘Scindia, on the other, in any plot against our Government. Subject, there- 
fore, to what may yet appear, it would seem that the Raja of Sattara is the 
only person of any consequence to whom suspicion attaches ; and, if so, no 
reason of policy, appears why we* should hold out to his Highness any hopes 
'^1 clemency, in the event of his making a candid disclosure of his trans- 
gressions. 
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gressions' *For this reason, the instructions contain a directibh to the Gom- 
mission, to use no language to his Highness which can fetter the Government 
in its future proceedings. 

4. I also submit to tlie Board the draft of a letter to the Resident at Sattara, 
in reply to his despatch of the 7th instant, and hope my Colleagues will 
approve of it. 

5. Copies of the Resident's letter, and of the instructions to the Commis* 
sion, should be immediately forwarded to the Government of India, and a 
report of our proceedings, up to this date, be transmitted to the Secret Com- 
mittee, in continuation of our despatch of the 15th September last. 

(Signed) R. Grant. 


MINUTK BY THE CJOVERNOR, 

Dated VMh October 

(Concurred in by the Civil Members of the Board.) 

It is certainly highly expedient to avoid any act which would hurt the 
feelings, or lower the credit of the Raja; but it is infinitely more necessary, 
to take care that no collision shall occur between our troops and the Raja’s 
followers or people. 

If, therefore, there be any room to fear such collision, the Resident should 
be directed to prevent any occasion for it, explaining the matter to the Raja 
as civilly as possible. Any displeasure that might be caused to his Highness 
is to be risked, rather than the danger to be up])rehende(l on the other side. 

My inclination is to say that the usual observances had bettor be avoided ; 
but an eye-witness, and especially one accustomed to such occasions and to 
the people, can far better judge than those at a dislance. 

With these observations, tlic matter must be left to (JoloncI Lodwick. If 
ho. feels satisfied that the hazard ol‘ collision is next to nothing, and that pro- 
vision can be made to put down at once any incipient disturbance, it is the 
wash of Government that tlio customary marks of rcs])cct to l)is Higlmess 
should not be omitted. 

If necessary, he should communicate on this subje('t with the Haja, who, if 
well disposed, or even ruthmally disposed, would oi‘ course exert himsell* to 
obviate all possibility of eontentiou, rather tlian suH'er tlie indignity of not 
being attended by the troops, as usual. 

(Signed) R. Ghant. 


MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

Dated 'l^yth October 1830. 

1. I’he proposition cjf Colonel Lodwick turns on views which T consider us 
totally inapplicable to the case. 

2. In ordinary trials for crimes, the question being whether a positive law 
has been violated, the decision may turn on nice points of legal construction, 
or on *aii accurate examination of precedents. If the case on either side is, 
either by accident or design, imperfectly rcj)resented, the Judge, knowing 
nothing ol‘ it but what appears at the trial, has very limited means of supplying 
the 'defect. Professional aid is, tlierefore, necessary on both sides ; and, 
mdeed, it must be evident that, if allowed to the accuser, it cannot be denied 
tc the accused. 

3.' The 



3. The present case is wholly different. Tlie question is not one of law, SATTARA 
nor admits of any legal refinements. It is an inquiry, not set on foot by a PAPERS, 
prosecutor, but conducted by the Government itself, which has no bias against Minute* 
the Raja, but, on the contrary, the sinccrest wish to see his innocence esta- by the Governoi 
blished. The honour, indeed, of the British Government, and also its credit 25 Oct. 1836. 
for consistency, are deeply concerned in not admitting, except on the most 
irresistible evidence, the guilt of a prince whom the Government raised from a 

prison to a throne, whom it has ever since fostered with friendly care, and 
from whom it has uniformly received all the observances of attachment and 
confidence. 

4. The investigation is immediately conducted by three British officers of 
high character, who know that the sole object of Government is the; discovery 
of truth, who cannot possibly have any feeling of interest adverse to the Raja, 
and who, being unembarrassed by legal forms and technicalities, have the 
fullest means and facilities of seeking out all the inforinatioii attainable, 

5. .Were the Raja to be attended by hi.s counsel, it ought, on similar prin- 
ciples, to be held that Government must appear on the occasion by the 
Advocate-General. But I see not the slightest reason for adopting, in the 
present case, a course utterly unknown, and, indeed, so palpably inapplicable 
to proceedings of this nature. The Raja may be attended by one of his own 
ministers or confidential friends. No intention exists of warping doubtful 
circumstances to his disadvanlage ; and, if he be innocent, my conviction is, 
that his cause will find a surer support in the intelligence and consciences of 
tlie Commissioners, than it could derive from the dexterous tactics and in- 
genious pleading of the ablest advocate whom he could hire for liis defence. 

6. With regard to the manner of communicating with the Raja, I havx^ 
thought it right, as the most ctfectual as well as the most couciliatory pro- 
ceeding, to address a letter from myself to his Highness, in which I stated. 

That circumstances having rendered it necessary for Government to appoint a 
Secret Commission at Sattara, I’or the purpose of inquiring into certain circum- 
stances of great importance to the country, this Commission, as representing 
the (iovernment, would be entitled to every consideration from his Highness : 
that, during the inquiry, some questions had arisen which involved the 
interests of his Highness; and that, as the Commission could not meet in his 
palace without occasioning a display of publicity, which it was desirable to 
avoid, 1 write with my own hand, to invite him to visit the Commissioners at 
the Residency, when all sliuuld he made plain. 

7. In the concluding instructions to tlie Commission, I desired that this 
letter should be delivered to the Raja by the Political Secretary, as the im- 
mediate organ of (rovernnient, who would, of course, be introduced by the 
Resident : that if the Raja declined to attend at the Residency, he shouid be 
requested to point out any other nmde, by which a meeting between his 
Iliglmess and the Commissioners could be effected, without compromising the 
dignity of one party, or the duty of the other. . Should the Raja refuse to do 
so, or should his proposal be deemed inadmissible, I instructed Mr. Willoughby 
to inform his Highness of the charges against him, and of the evidence dn'^vliich 
they rested, and to point out, clearly and forcibly, the bad impression the 
Government must entertain by his declining to meet these accusations. 

8. Even should this appeal be unavailing, J represented to the Commissioners 
that 1 did not think they should close llieir proceedings, without giving the 
Raja the option of either delivering a written statement of his conduct, or of 
answering, in writing, whatever interrogatories the Commission might consider 
it advisable to propose. 

9. It is of so great importance that the Commission should close their pro- 
ceedings, to allow Mr. Willoughby and Colonel Ovans to return to their duties, 
that 1 trust the Board will approve of my having answered the reference >vith- 
out previously submitting it to Bombay. We shall now shortly be called upon * 
to deliberate on the mod<^ of treating this delicate case, should the Raja of 
Ssattara have really proved faithless to his engagements w^ith the British Go- 

S vernment ; 
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MINUTES OF 

vernment ; and I request that my Colleagues will give the subject their most 
serious attention, as it will probably be the first on which we shall have to 
consult when we meet at the Presidency. 

25th October 183G. (Signed) R. Grant. 


MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

Dated 25tk November 1 836. 

(Subscribed by the Board.) 

1. I think the present state of circumstances warrants, and even requires, 
that wo should suspend for a few days our acceptance of the present as well as 
the letter. 

2. This may be signified verbally to the bearer. 

3. It may also be stated to our Resident at Sattara, not with the view of 
his volunteering any communication on the subject to the Raja, but that he 
may be prepared to reply to inquiries if made. 

(Signed) R. Grant, 


25th November 183G. 

MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

JVllhoul Date. 

(Subscribed by the Board.) 

I do not think this dress can, under existing circumstances, be received. 

(Signed) R. Grant, 


MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

Dated December 1836. 

(Subscribed by tlic Board.) 

1. 1 shall hereafter submit to the Board my remarks on the report of the 
Sattara Commission, There arc, however, one or two points which should be 
immediately disposed of. 

2. First : Concurring, as I do, with the Commissioners in their suggestions 
regarding the disposal of the prisoners ( vide paragraph 1 1 of their report ), 1 think 
Goviiid Row Dewan, and the Bramiii Untajee, should be removed witliuut 
delay^to Poona, and be there confined as »State prisoners, under the usual 
warrants, pending the receipt of the instructions of the Government of India. 
The prisoner, Pureshram, may be pardoned and set at liberty, and the Dewan's 
servant, Coosia, provided for in the manner proposed by the Commissioners. 

3. Secondly : I think the Government of Agra should be immediately 
advised of the communications alleged to have taken jdace between his 
Highness the ex-ltaja of Nagpore, the proper extracts from the Commission- 
ers' report and proceedings being forwarded. 

4. Thirdly: I wish the Chief Secretary to be directed to make inquiries 
regarding the Agents^ employed by the Raja to conduct the mission to 
England. 

6. Fourthly : Colonel Lodwick having stated, on the 3d of October, that 
circ\imstances had come to his knowledge as to the general increase of the 
troops in the service of the Raja, and having subsequently stated, on the 24th 
October, when under examination before the Commission, that he did not 

think 
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think the Raja had augmented his military force to an extent which could be 
called a breach of the treaty, he .should be called upon to reconcile this appa- 
rent contradiction, and to state distinctly to what extent the force of his llighuess 
has actual Iv been increased. 

(Signed) li. Grant, 

J. Keane, 

3d December 1836. E. riioNsiDj;, 

J. Fatiism. 
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MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

Dated 30i/i January 1837. 

1. I have now again to call the attention of the Board to the recent inquiries 
connected with the Sattara State, and more immediately to the most important, 
and what I find to be the most difficult question relating to the subject : I 
mean, the disposal of his Highness the Raja. 

2. This point was expressly reserved in the concluding paragraph of the 
resolutions recorded by the Board on the 12tli of last l3ecember ; and, in 
treating of it, I shall assume, what the Board then unanimously found, that 
the Raja is guilty to the extent stated by the Commission, while, at the same 
time, it cannot be considered as clear, that the whole of his misconduct has 
been brought to light. 

3. In delivering, Hhercfore, my sentiments on the present subject, I must 
beg that tliey may l3e considered de[)endent on the result of our recent reference 
to the Government of Agra ; for if it shall be hereafter established, that the 
Raja has held with the ex-KaJa of Nagporc communications of a hostile and 
treacherous nature against the Britisli Government, a case for exemplary 
punishment will have arisen, and one in which our motives for inflicting it 
cannot reasonably be misconstrued. 

4. In the present situation of matters, however, which indeed was their 
situation when the Board met on the 12th December, three inodes of dealing 
with the Raja, as I then orally submitted to the Board, suggested themselves 
for consideration. 

1st. To declare that the Raja, by his ingratitude, and by having broken 
the ties of amity existing between the two Governments, has altogether 
forfeited his principality : 

2d. To pardon his offence altogether, and to content ourselves witli 
reproof and admonition ; 

3d. To adopt a middle course, by inflicting on him some punishment 
short of total Jbrfeiture. 


Minute 
by the Govern 
30 Jan, 1837 


5. To the first and second of these modes of procedure I am decidedly 
adverse, and disposed to recommend to the Government of India tlie adoptiou 
of the third. 

G. Witli respect to the first, I will not pretend to affirm that this Prince 
has not, by his gross violation of the spirit, if not the letter, of existing treaties, 
placed himself entirely at our mercy. On the principles of rigid justice, 
therefore, he could not rightfully comjilain, even were he punished by the 
extinction* of the powers and privileges which he has abused. 

7. Nor do I doubt that, in the view of many, if not of most, politicians, 
reasons of policy will appear to justify a resort to that extreme measure. An • 
opinion is now very commonly entertained, that the erection of Sattara into a 
separate principality was a mistaken proceeding. It is at least clear, that this 
principality includes the finest part of the Deccan, and, by its position, most 
awkAvardly breaks the continuity of the British territory. There are those, 
therefore, who will hail the present crisis, as aflbrding an excellent opportunity 
of repairing the error alluded to, by pulling down the inconvenient pageant ^ 
which we have, erected. 

8. I cannot assent to those views, A regard to character, if not our own 
feeling, prescribes that legal rights should be enforced with moderation, and 

that 
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that mercy .should temper justice. So far as appears, the crime of the Raja, 
though amounting to treason, was in. a practical sense only inchoate; justice, 
therefore, liberally considered, does not require his destruction. On the other 
hand, it cannot be pretended that our own safety requires it ; and on no other 
ground can mere policy be allowed to dictate so severe a sentence. 

9. The consideration, that his Highness owes his elevation to British favour, 
should, in some views at least, prevent us from proceeding against him too 
vigorously. However we may have erred in settingup this dependent power, 
it is not desirable, without absolute necessity, to expose that error to others. 
Consistency requires that we should adhere, if possible, to an arrangement 
adopted on much consideration ; and if we court the praise of generosity, the 
very fact that his Highness is the creature of our breath and the spoiled child 
of our patronage, should plead to some extent in his favour. 

10. Farther, it is an argument on the same side of the question, that the 
Raja has governed the dominions which he received from us tolerably well. 
The iiistory of the British connexion with India records the names of many 
chiefs and princes whom we began with advancing to honour, or at least sup- 
porting with our j)roteclion, and ended with deposing, destroying, depriving of 
a great part of their territories, or reducing to political annihilation. In almost 
all these cases, however, the parties so treated were charged, and justly charged, 
with gross misgovernment ; and how^cver severely their downfall might be felt 
by themselves, it was an undoubted boon to the great body of their subjects. 
The administration of the Raja of Sattara, on the othertlliand, alfliough, like 
every thing else about him, it has been overpraised, has, to say tlie least, been 
respectable, and in some views, even meritorious. 

11. I do not mean that ho is not occasionally guilty of oppression, or tliat 
he flispenses justice with impartialiUs for he is a Native and a Mahratta ; but 
he attends to business. His revenue management is efiicient. If he quarrels 
with all his Jaglieerdurs, yet the lower classes of his subjects are content ; and, 
at Sattara, wdieve his revenues are spent freely, he is ])()imlar. I should bi* 
sorry, therefore, if w'c destn>yed one of the very few among our Native allies 
whose administration our alliance has not rendered a curse to his people. 

12. I am aware that it is the probable course, or, if I may' so speak, the 
natural history, of such an empire as our’s in India, that it gradually absorbs 
all the petty and dependent states attached to it ; nor is there any reason to 
suppose that Sattara wnll not at length share the common fate. But I do not 
conceive that such a growth of our rule and dominions is to be regarded as an 
unmixed good, or that means should be used to accelerate its rate of ad- 
vancement. On the contrary, I deem it our sacred duly, to keep down the 
expansion within the slowdy pn^gressive boundary prescribed by actual and 
irresistible necessity. We ought not to snatch with eagerness at occasions of 
aggrandizing our power or extending our territory, still less to seek or create 
them, as we shall almost unavoidably be hurried into acts of injustice and 
cruelty. 

13. Without reference, however, to the general considerations on which I 
have touched, there are particular circumstances which would make it dithcult 
for us to appropriate the Sattara territory to ourselves. . The Raja is himself 
guilty ; but there is no evidence of guilt on the part of his brother or his cousin, 
who, after him, are in the immediate line of succession. Would it be possible 
to set aside the whole family because the reigning prince has sinned, and 
sinned alone? I conceive not; and if not, then the convenience of annexing 
his country to our own can form no element of consideration in the present 
case. Further, we have already awarded punishment to the inferior agents in 
the recent plot. Is it then possible to accord a complete absolution to the most 
conspicuous, most dangerous, and most criminal oflender ? 


14. To these considerations I would add those which are stated in our 
^ Consultations of the 12th December, in extenuation of the Raja’s guilt, and 
which are equally arguments for treating him with lenity. I allude especially 
10 the omission of the Resident in not earlier apprising Government of the 
alienated mind of the Raja. Hud Colonel Lodwick done this, and had he 
i himself 
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Iiimself exercised over the Raja the influence and authority vested in him by 
the Treaty of 1819, the jmnee might have been checked in the very cummence- 
niont of the dangerous course on which he is convicted oi’ having entered. It 
is with great pain that I advert to this tojiic. 1 am willing to make every al- 
lowance for the Resident. Whatever symptoms of adverse feeling lie might 
perceive in the demeanour of the prince, it certainly was not easy for him to 
foresee tlie lengths to which that feeling would hurry a person whose very 
existence was bound up in the favour of the British Government, and who had 
always spoken of that Government with gratitude and attachment. Still I 
cannot quite acquit Colonel Lodwick of a want of that care and vigilance in 
.influencing and superintending the Raja’s conduct which became his situation ; 
and this circumstance seems to me to attbrd a fair plea in mitigation of tlie 
punishment with which that prince is to be visiled. 

15. I have reserved, however, to the last, what I consider as the strongest 
argument against punishing tlie Jiuja with severity. Though I think his 
ofl'ence clearly proved, yet those who do not examine the case very carefully, 
might very well be of a diflerent opinion. There is no overt act, and there are 
many probabilities in liis favour. I am satisfied, therefore, t^at, if we award 
to him any such piinisliinent as shall be of material benefit to ourselves, the 
story of his guilt will never be believed. The traducers of the British name 
will point out the features of incredibility which the talc exhibits. They will 
dwell on tlie suspicious circumstance of the chief witnesses having been persons 
in British pay, and who confessed that they had sworn to the Raja falsely. 
I’iiey will then argue, that having made our use of this puppet prince, and now 
conceiving tluit his dominions will be a most convenient acquisition to ourselves, 
we have readily admiUctl, or even suborned, a calumnious accusation against 
him as an excuse for the fullilinent of our rapacious purposes. Such will be 
their representation ; and it will, I fear, be very generally credited. 

16. Let us not, without a paramount necessity, incur this reproach ; let us 
not invite the irnputatioji of having acted wickedly. A great deal has been 
said (whether truly or otherwise) of the misdeeds perpetrated by British am- 
bition in the .East : Jet us not needlessly afford colour to a new accusation of 
this sort. There are, indeed, reasons at tlie present time why we should be 
peculiarlv careful to pursue towards our Indian allies and dependents a course 
of policy free from the slightest suspicion of selfish vieu-s or sinister ma- 
nagenioint. 

17. For these reasons, 1 am averse to a severe measure of retribution. Nor, 
on the other hand, would 1 n^coinmend coinpleto impunity. WhateA-er pallia- 
tives we may apply to the Rvvja's fault, Ave cannot say more for it, than that 
it Aviis a comparatively trivial instance of an extremely serious offence. To 
corrupt the fidelity of our Native troojis is to poison the very life-blood*of our 
safety. An attempt so , heinous ought not easily to meet with complete abso- 
lution. The [iroper fruit of (*rime is punishment ; uiul if none is awarded, our 
proceedings in this case will be liable to misconception, and, I am afraid, to 
ridicule. 

18. The arguments that will occur on the other side are these: that, if' his 
Highness is oompletciy forgiven, our immeasurable superiority to him in 
power will prevent all miseoustructioii of our motives, wdiilc, at tlie same time, 
our lenity wdll so excite his gratitude, as to bind him to us for over; and, on 
the contrary, thalfc punishment Avill fi.x in his mind a feeling of resentment * 
which, if we leave to him any means of doing us mischief, may hereafter break 
out ill worse acts than that of which he now stands convicted. From these 
premises it will perhaps be inferred, that we ought cither to degracle him 
altogether, or forgive him freely. 

19. On the former part of this reasoning I must remark, that the idea of 
J^iccuring the Raja’s future fidelity by taxing liis gratitude, proceeds on* mis- • 
taken view^s of liis position and his character. Little reliance can, 1 am afraid, 
|>c placed on the gratitude of any of the Indian states under our control or 
mHuencci. Our hold is not on their gratitude, but on their fears and their 
prudence. Of the Mahrattas, in particular, it is known that they are most 
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SATTARA selfish, treacherous, and uncertain. At all events, I am persuaded that the 
PAPERS. personal character of the Sattara Raja himself considerably differs from that 
which is imputed to him by those who know him only at a distance. 

Captain Grant Duff, whose accuracy no one can dispute, informs us* 

" that, bred amidst intrigues, and surrounded by profligacy, the Raja, when he 
ascended the musnud, knew nothing but the parade and etiquette of a court. 
“ His whole family,” the same author proceeds to observe, ** entertained the 
** most extravagant ideas of their own consequence, and their expectations 

were proportionate ; so that, for a time, the bounty which they experienced 
“ was not duly appreciated.” It is, indeed, well known, that the Raja’s mother 
was w'ith difficulty restrained from sending Vakeels to all the CourtS'of India.^ 
If, however, even at the animating instant of elevation, the prince and his 
friends shewed little sense of the bounty which had transferred him from a 
prison to a throne, what chance is there that cool retrospection should awaken 
him to better feelings ? 

21. His personal vanity, whicdi his best friends admit to be extreme, has 
been much more influenced, than his gratitude has been excited, by all the 
courtesy and compliihents which, with the kindest intentions, have since 
been heaped upon him so lavishly. His flatterers* tell him that, as the repre- 
sentative of Sevajee, he is entitled to govern a far ampler dominion than Sattara. 
The licentiousness of his private lile, at the same time, tends to debase his 
general habits of thinking and feeling, .ludging, in short, from the best 
materials in my power, 1 am satisfied that coni])lctc immunity from yjunish- 
nient would only bolster him up in false ideas of his own consequence and 
dignity. He would conceive that we cither doubted his guilt, or deemed him 
too important to be punished. 

22. With regard to the other part of the objection under consideration 
(namely, that by punishing the Raja niodoralely we shall excite his enmity, 
and at the same time leave him the means of giving that enmity eflect), 
it seems to me to jnocecd on a tacit assumption that lie is not guilty. If he 
has committed no crime, jniiiishment will doubtless, and with great reason, 
incense his mind ; and whatever power he is permitted to retain must, in that 
case, be regarded as a wea|xjn jnit into the hands of a secret enemy. But I 
cannot see the for(;c of tlie argument, on the supposition that we have come 
to a right decision on the question of his guilt or innocence. If he is guilty, 
whoever else may doubt the fact, he must be conscious of it himself, and must 
feel that, in being left Raja of Sattara, he is treated very leniently. This will 
pi'obably not excite his gratitude, but at least it will afford him no ground of 
complaint; while, on the other hand, the very circumstance of his detection 
and gunisliment may be expected to operate as a check on his future 
conduct. 

23. All the aliove considerations converge to the conclusion, that his High- 
ness, for the offence which lie has committed against the British power, should 
be subject to a moderate punishment. I also deduce from them the rule by 
which the nature of that ]nmishment should be cl/3tcrniined. The penalty 
should be such as to inflict a certain degree of privation on his Highness, with 
the least possible benefit to ourselves. It would be too much to say that we 
arc not to profit by it at all ; but Avhether we take from him power, dignity, 
or possessions, the proceeding should not be of such material advantage to 

* ourselves, as may fairly excite a suspicion respecting tUe purity of our 
motives. 

24. It will be for the Government of India to assign the particular punish- 
ment which shall be awarded in this case ; but it will be our duty to place 
before that Government such modes of punishment as seem to us open for 
consideration, with our observations on each. 

In this view, the following modes suggest themselves. But before 
stating them 1 would premise, that the selection need not be confined to any 
one of them singly. Two or more of them may easily be combined ; or, as 
will afterwards appear, compounded together. 

1st. To 
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1st. To deprive his Highness of a portion of his territory. SATTARA 

^d. To compel him to maintain, at the disposal of the British Govern- papers. 
ment, a contingent of horse. Minute 

3d. To transfer from his authority to our own service such of his Jag- by thcGoverno 
heerdars as will consent to the exchange. SO Jan. 1837. 


4th. To deprive him of the compliment and privilege of having a British 
Resident stationed at his Court. 

2G. The first of these plans has much to recommend it, and I was for some 
time inclined to prefer it to all others. The portion of territory, if any, of 
which the Raja should be deprived, is clearly the district of- 13eejapore, a 
dbuntry which was ceded to his Highness, and, as I cannot but think, inju- 
diciously, at a period subsequent to the Treaty of September 1819, and which 
would admirably serve to consolidate our dominion on the south-eastern 
quarter of Sattara, forming at the same time a most convenient accession to 
our new Collectorate of Sholapore. One consequent advantage, and one not 
to be despised, although exempt from political considerations, would be the 
preservation of the ancient city of Beejapore, and its magnificent collection of 
ruins, from the Vandalism of the Sattara Government, under which its devas- 
tation is advancing at a rapid rate. 

27. Independent of all questi^)ns as to the particular district to be severed, 
this mode of mulcting the Raja has one great advantage. It is a single and 
decided trausactioii ; a chastisement inflicted once for all, and not involving 
tile continued risks and heart-burnings, which would probably result from 
several other arrangements tluit might be made ; as, for example, from com- 
pelling the Sattara state to pay a stated tribute. 

28. Notwithstanding, however, these advantages, my revised opinion is 
adverse to this method of punishniont. Tlie reason may be guessed from one 
of the foregoing paragraphs.* The advantage to us of seizing on Beejapore is 
too great, too obvious, to be pursued with safety to our reputation. Wc shall 
gain no credit for the honesty of our adjudication, wliicli ends with putting us 
in possession of so tempting a prize. Nor is it only to the Beejapore district 
that I apply this remark. I do not know that there is any one part of the 
Sattara territory which wc could conveniently sever from its present con- 
nexions and annex to our own provinces without subjecting ourselves to mis- 
construction, 

29. The plan of saddling the Sattara revenues with the maintenance of a 
body of troops for our benefit is perhaps open to the same objections, but it is 
in a minor degree ; while, at the same time, there is in the punishment some- 
thing peculiarly aj)propriate to the offence committed. The Raja having 
meditated, however wildly, the subversion of our power by force of arms, and 
having attempted to corrupt our troops, we have some right to reduce his 
own military means, and to apply the funds thus spared to the increase of our 
materials of defence. Farther, this would only be a recurrence to an idea 
which was entertained originally; for it was, I believe, fully intimated on 
the first formation of the Sattara state, that the Raja should maintain a body 
of five hundred horse in onr service, though that idea subsequently came to be 
abandoned. 

30. This plan, however, includes a question of some moment, and perhaps . 
of some difficulty. In what way is perpetual payment for the Sattara con- 
tingent to be secured? If no security be taken, then payment will never be 
obtained, except by dint of importunate application ; and there is •mani- 
festly danger of that continued heart-burning which, as I have before ob- 
served, would be caused by the periodical exaction of tribute. If*, on the 
contrary, w^e are to insist on having security, I can conceive none that would 
answer the purpose, excepting lands or revenues, either delivered over into ’ 
possession, or at least assigned on mortgage; and then we are in some danger 

of getting back to the first plan of punishment, with all its enticements and 
objections. 


31. Dilfi- 
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31. Diflicuities, however, cannpt be wholly guarded against. We must be 
content with diminishing them to the least amount pos.sible. If the pj^n of a 
Sattara contingent is to be adopted, the details of the plan should, perhaps, 
be as follows Let the Raja be bound to maintain in our service one hundred 
or one hundred and fifty horse, to be stationed where we please, and to be 
wholly under our control. Let there be a corresponding rt^ductiori of the 
Raja’s own troops, such of his di.smissed men as are able and willing to serve 
us being permitted to enter into tho contingent. Let the revenues of Bccja- 
pore, or a part <>f it, or of some other defined district, such as may be clearly 
adequate to answer the amount of the expense of the contingent, be a])pro- 
])riated as a security for payment. Let the amount and periods of payment 
be fixed; and Jet it be arranged that, on a stipulated payment being in arrear 
for three months, wc shall at once be entitled to take possession of the terri- 
tory assigned. Finally, let it be arranged, that when in possession of such 
territory, wc shall account to the Raja for all the excess of revenue raised by 
us bevond what is required for the expense of the contingent, and that of 
collecting such revenue. 

32. The contingent thus formed should, .1 conceive, be modelled precisely 
Oil the plan of tlie Poona Auxiliary Horse, a species of force which wc*. have 
recently recommended to the Honourable Court for its cheapness and service- 
ablcncss, and which might, as I think, very usefully be augmented. The 
expense of the arrangement (which expense, as I have already ex])lained, 
would be chargcid on a portion of the Sattara territory) must depend on the 
number of the troops to be maintained. Supposing them to be one hundred 
and fifty, the whole cost would not exceed about 0,000 ru]>ees per mensem, 
or in round iiurnbc-rs, an annual sum of' 70,000 rupees, (f we are content 
w'ith one hundred, the annual co.st would fall short of 50,000 rupees. 

33. The third course is to transfer to ourselves one or more of the great 
Jagheerdars who are now dej^endant on the Sattara state. They arc as follows: 

The Raja of Akiilkole, 

The Punt Pritliie Nidhie, 

The Punt Sucheo, 

{ The .Tagheer of the .f.)uftlays in tlic 
Purguiinah of .Thutt, 

The Nimbfflkur. 

34. I have before remarked’^' that the Raja is not on good terms with any of 
his Jagheerdars. Th(i Raja of Akulkote, who is a minor, may perhaps be 
excepted. ThePunt Prithie Nidhie formed, till lately, anotlicr exception. On 
the occasions wlien I have had the pleasure of seeing his Highness the Raja 
of Sattara, the Punt Prithie Nidhie has always Ijeen in attendance, and with 
every appearance of being in great favour. I learn, however, that matters 
have very recently altered : the Raja has interfered in the Punt's domestic 
affairs, and the chief resents his ofilciousness. 

35. It would of course be impolitic to cflectthe arrangement now under 
consideration without the consent of the Juglieerdars themselves. But my belief 
is, that every one of them would willingly shift his feudatory allegiance (if I 
may apply that liuropean term on the occasion) from the Raja of Sattara to 
the British Government. The Raja would, doubtless, exert his influence to 
retain them ; but I know not in what way that influence could be made effec- 
tive. His only hold was on their benevolence, which I believe him to have 
lost, (guaranteed as these chiefs are by tho British Government, they are 
perpetually appealing to the Resident to protect them against the officious or 
arbitrary proceedings of their immediate superior; and though, on the eleva- 
tion of the Raja, they or their predecessors voluntarily subjected themselves 
to his authority, I suspect that they would now very gladly be emancipated. 

30. The transfer in question, whether it included one^ormorc, or even all, of 
dicse Jagheerdars, would well answer the rule of punishment wdjich I have 
before prescribed. The blow on the Raja would, jiroportionably, he far 
greater than the corresponding advantage to ourselves. Ilis consequence 

would 
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would be diminished and his vanity deeply woundcsd, while to us the new con- Sattar/ 

nexi on would bring an accession of trouble, and no accession of consequence i^APERS. 

at all. At the same time, the trouble would not be, nor ought to be, wholly Minute 
without concomitant benefit. The chiefs owe certain services to the Raja, by the Govern 
and their large possessions are to lapse to him on failure of heirs. In the case 30 Jan. 1837 
supposed, botli the immediate advantage of the services, and contingent advan- 
tage of the lapses, would pass from the Raja to the British Government. 

37. Should the Jagheerdars, however, be attached to the British Government 
in place of the Raja, and should any of them die without heirs, I do not 
think that the^ British Government ought to take possession of that part of the 
lapsed territory which happened to be situated witliin the ambit of the Raja’s 
dominions. Nothing seems to me less desirable than that we should be intro- 
duced into the heart of the Sattara country. In this case, therefore, I should 
propose that it should be open to tlie Raja to redeem the territory so situated, 
either by paying to us a pecuniary consideration, or by giving in exchange for 
it other lands commodiously situated. 

38. Let us suppose, for example, that the Punt Sucheo dies without heirs. 

The greater portion of his territory falls fairly without the continuation of the 
frontier line of the Sattara dominions, and might easily be annexed to ours. 

The rest, equal perhaps in revenue to about 12,000 rupees per annum, is 
within that line, and might be made over to the Raja on the terms I have 
mentioned. 

39. It forms, however, an objection to any arrangement of the sort just 
described, that it leaves an opening for questions of difficult settlement on a 
future day. I further think that to transfer to ourselves all the great Jagheer- 
dars whom I have named may involve us in more trouble and expense than 
would be desirable : I say exf)ens(', because such a tra*isfer could not fail, in 
its eflect, to add sensibly to tlie labours of the Agent for Sirdars at Poona, 
and might thereby compel us to augment the force of that department. On 
the whole, therefore, 1 incline to a more limited transfer, if any Jagheerdars are 
to be transferred to ns at all, than that of the whole body. 

40. The Raja (3f Akulkote is one of the most important among the J agheerdars, 

^nd, of all <)f them, is, as I suspect, the most valued by the Raja of Sattara. 

J he transfer c>t this chief’s allegiance to the British (Tovcnmient would deeply ' 
mortily tlie Sattara Raja, It would further deprive him of a small number of 
horse, I tliink one hundred, with which Akulkotc sui)piies him, and which, 
in the event supposed, would pass to our Government. Further, the whole of 
the Akulkote territory, should the chief’s family become extinct, might easily 
be detached from Sattara, and annexed to the Collcctorate of Sholapove^. 

Lastly, 1 believe that the Akulkote Durbar would willingly agree to the trans- 
fer under consideration. 

41. If I am correct in these premises the inference is obvious. . Let the 
Raja of Akulkote, provided he consents, be disconnected from the Sattara 
State, and enrolled among the Jagheerdars attached to the British Government. 

Let him also be the only one of the Sattara Jagheerdars who shall be thus trans- 
ferred ; and the Sattara Raja will have been adequately punished. 

42. I have yet to notice the last of the four modes of punishment before , 

^eci^d: It is, to deprive the Raja of Sattara of the privilege of having a 
British Resident stationed at his Durbar. 11c would, 1 believe, feel this 
deeply, as a diminution of his consequence; but, besides this, I conceive 
that no Resident is required exclusively for tlj^at state. The official jour- 
naJs of the present Resident may satisfy us th?t th)|v office is not overdone with 
labour. My notion is, therefore, that for the performance of the Resident’s 
duties, and for those also of the Collector of Belgaum, in his capacity of toli- * 
tical Agent in the Southern Mahratta country, a single officer should be ap- 
^inted, with the title of Political Agent at Sattara and in the Southern 
Mahratta country. The Collector of Belgaum would thus be relieved from 
un onerous set of duties little comporting with his capacity i f Collector, whilst . 

due, provision would be - 
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t ; / SATTARA Sattara, and at the same time the change would operate as a punishment on 
PAPERS ^he Raja. 

It,,,, . Minute 43. I need scarcely say, that the measure last proposed might very well be 

adopted in connexion with any one or more of the three punishments before 
Jan. 18 . considered. Among these punishments, if there be any one which I am rather 
disposed to prefer, it is the transfer of the Raja of Akulkote from his con- 
nexion with Sattara to a connexion with the British Government ; and if to 
this were united' that modification of the office now exercised by the Resident 
at Sattara which 1 have last recommended, the measure of retribution dealt to 
the Raja might, perhaps, be deemed sufficient. I speak, however, with a 
considerable degree of doubt, and shall not be surprised if the‘Board, in the 
first place, or if the Government of India, in the last resort, shall be of a dif- 
ferent opinion. 

44. There are some points connected with the recent transactions which 
are not embraced either in this minute or in the recorded Consultations of the 
12th December, and to which it will hereafter be my duty to call the atten- 
tion of the Board separately. 

45. Meanwhile, I trust I am not impertinently deviating from the severer 
business before us, if 1 on this occasion express my ardent hope that, what- 
ever arrangement is now entered into with the Sattara State, some effectual 
provision may be made for the protection of the city of Beejaporc from the 
devastations which it is suffering under the Mahratta rule. Considering the 
magnitude and magnificence of the ruins of that city, and the venerable recol- 
lections attached to them, I cannot but think tliat the credit of the British 
name is deeply concerned in protecting them, while in the hands of one of our 
dependents, from farther outrage and spoliation. 

(Signed) R. Gkaxt. 

30th January 1837. 


Minute 
the Governor, 

§ BO Jan. 1837. 

(Subscribed by the Board.) 

I have no doubt this meinoranduin contains all that can be made out in this 
matter. 

It is plain that whoever in Bombay is in the secret of the plot has the pru- 
dence to keep silence. 

We are obliged to the Chief Secretary for the pains he has taken. 

This may be recorded in the Secret Department. 

(Signed) R. Grant. 

30th January 1837. 
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MINUTE BY MR. EDWARD IRONSIDE, 

Dated the February 1837. 

It is impossible to read the President’s minute, and not be impressed with 
the solidity of the arguments which prevail throughout the whole paper. To 
say simply that I approve of the reasoning would be but a faint expression 
of my sentiments. It is^to my mind, so irrefragable, as to carry conviction 
in every sentence ; whilst the humane policy which the minute inculcates, 
in ajMrding punishment to the infatuated and misguided prince whose delin- 
quency has rendered him amenable to justice, is highly to be commended. 

My opinion is, after deep reflection, that excessive severity is uncalled for 
in this case. We are bound, without doubt, to mark otir sense of the Raja's 
misconduct ; and I think this can be effected, sufficiently and amply, by 
rqfilbving the pl 9 ^ of residence of the British Resident from Sattara. Such 
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by the Raja, or the people in general. The Resident would then, in addition SATTAR^ 

to the Political affairs of Sattara, which would still remain under his control, PAPER^i 

althongh no longer residing permanently at his Highness’s Court, he advan- 
tageously entrusted with all similar duties in the Southern Mahratta country, by Mr.lroitsi 
as proposed in the forty-second paragraph of the minute. 3 Feb, 1B37 

Should this punishment be deemed by the high authority to whom the 
matter js ultimately to be referred inadequate to the offence committed, the 
Raja might, in that case/ be further required to maintain, at our disposal, a 
body of horse not exceeding one hundred and fifty in number, whose regular 
pay Ghouid be disbursed at stated periods; and, in the event of failing so to 
discharge the expenses of the Paga, the means proposed in paragraphs thirty 
and thirty-one might be followed. 

Greater severity I am not prepared to advocate; and I would infinitely 
prefer, that either, or both of the above modes should be adopted, in preference 
to any of the other means pointed out, for inflicting chastisement on the guilty 
Raja. 

In conclusion, and in respect to the last paragraph of tlie minute now 
before me, I can only say, that 1 earnestly trust some arrangement may be 
effected for the future preservation of the magnificent ruins in the ancient city 
of Beejapore. The opportunity must soon occur when this very desirable 
object might be secured, and f hope it may not be considered too unimportant 
to engage the attention of the Supreme Government. 

(Signed) E. Ironside. 

3d February 1837. 

MINUTE BY MR. JAMES PARISH, Minute f 

by Mr. Fsri# 

Dated the 4th February 1837. *^®***^®^^i 

Having already acquiesced, on the fullest consideration, in the verdict of ■:%, 

the Raja’s guilt in the treasonable plotting against the British Government, 
which formed the subject of the Commission’s investigation, it remains only 
to offer my opinion upon tlic degree and mode of punishment most suitable 
for the offence of the Raja, and for the dignity of the British Government to 
award. The full and discriminating view taken by the Right Honourable the 
Governor of the several sources which lie open to follow, and the bearings and 

f robable effects to be anticipated ’from each, will place the Government of 
ndia in possession of every necessary consideration to guide their judgment 
in passing the requisite decision. 1 concur, in all respects, in the conclusion 
come to, that the transfer of the Akulkote Raja from his connexion with the 
Rajci of Sattara to a connexion with the British Government, together with the 
proposed modiffcation of the office of Resident at Sattara, would be sufficient 
punishment for the past, and be best suited to operate as a warning to him for 
the future. 

I also view this as an occasion which, for the credit of the British name, 
should not be lost, of making cff’ectual provision to protect the ancient city 
of Beejapore from further Mahratta depredation. 

(Signed) J. Parish. 

4th February 1837. 

MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, Minute f 

by the Oovefi^ 

Dated Sth March IBZ7. . 8March |83f 

(Subscribed to by Mr. James Parish.) 

This is apparently a highly importqfit document, and one which requires 
the most attennve consideration. ‘ * 

^ I think, however, copy should be sent to the Government of India imme- 
diately, and that authority informed that it has only just been received, and 
that we shall hereafter submit oiir comments upon it. 

. The Secretary will take every precaution to keep the doiHment quite secret. 
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MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

Dated SOth March 1837. 

(Subscribed to by tlie Board.) 

1 . I consider the information we have received from Girjabaee, the another 
of Govind Row Dewan, to be highly important, and to form ground-work tor 
further inquiry into the mysterious events at Sattara. 

2. The only difficulty 1 feel is in devising a mode of inquiry by which 
secrecy should be observed, which I consider essential to the development of 
the truth. 


3. I should feel no hesitation in extending a full pardon to Govind Row, on 
his making a free and candid acknowledgment of all he knows respecting the 
designs and proceedings of his Highness the Raja of Sattara ; and from the 
following passage of the petition, it would appear that he is willing to make 
such a confession : lie is now in doubt, as to now confessing a transaction 
which he at first denied.” 


4. It occurs to me, however, that it may be desirable to refrain from any 
attempt to elicit the truth from tliis person until my next visit to the Deccan. 

5. Govind Row’s mother acknowledges that her son wrote letters of a 
treasonable nature, and mentions twelve persons who were concerned in the 
business. Unless, however, Govind Row is prepared to confess, I should 
not consider it advisable to institute any proceedings agaitisl these persons ; 
at all events, until we hear from the (iovernment of India. I have all along 
felt that the whole of the Raja’s conduct lias not come to light. 

6. The health of Colonel Lodwick ill tils him to conduct the difficult and 
delicate investigation rer|iiired, and I rather believe ifiat he is about to leave 
Sattara for a time. I will immediately consider what substitute should be 
appointed ; and under these circumstances a copy of this petition need not 
be sent to the Resident. 

7. I think the information regarding the communications alleged to liuve 
taken place between the Raja of Sattara and the Putwnrdhuns, should be 
immediately sent to Mr. Dunlop, not in* the shape of an extract from the 
petition, but as information obtained by Government, without stating from 
what source. 

8. Mr. Dunlop should be re((uested to keep this reference most secret, and 
to institute, indirectly, inquiries, with the view of ascertaining whether any 
such communication passed between the pai ties, and if possible, to obtain 
possession of any letters that may have been written by them. 

9. Mr. Dunlop should be informed, that Government consider it of the 
highest importance to elicit the trutli of this matter ; that he is at liberty to 
offer liberal rewards and indemnity (subject to the confirmation of Govern- 
ment) to those who may furnish him with information ; and that Government 
have every reliance on his zeal and discretion so to conduct the inquiry as 
will prevent any information transpiring. Amongst the numerous members of 

'the Putwurdhun families. Government hope some will be found to possess 
sufficient loyalty towards the British Government to communicate freely any 
attempts which may have been made to seduce them from their allegiance. 

10. This is all that I have to propose at the present moment; but a copy of 
this minute should be sent, without loss of time, to the Government of India. 

(Signed) • R. Guant, 

•J. Keane, 

30th March 18S7. J. Parish. 
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MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

Dated 21th April 1837. 

(Subscribed to by the Board.) 

1. In the resolutions adopted by the Board on the 1 2th December last, we 
notice as one of the palliating eircunistanees of the Raja of Sattara’s conduct, 

his fancying neglect on the part of this Go\ eminent, in not promptly deciding 
** on a question which had arisen regarding his Highness’s rights over his 
“ Jagheerdars.’’ 

2. I shall now proceed to submit some remarks on this question : premising 
with a candid acknowledgment, that although I am happy to state that no 
substantial injustice has been suffered by the Raja in consequence of the • 
delay of Government in answering liis appeal on the subject, it would have 
been highly desirable that, such delay should not have occurred. Pressure 
of business, however, in the first instance, and pcrha})s my inexperience in the 
management of it, prevented my giving to the subject that attention which its 
importance at that time undoubtedly demanded ; and, on the subsequent de- 
tection of the Raja’s culpable conduct, I conceived that its importance merged , 
in the more urgent considerations belonging to the occasion. I am still, in a 
measure, of this opinion ; yet the expediency of deciding question cannot 
he denied. 
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SATTARA 3. Tlie question tillucled to relates to the extent of the Ra ja’s claims over the 
PA PER S. Jagheerdars subject to his authority^ In a few words, his llighness claims the 
Minute rights of sovereignty over all the. possessions of these chiefs, whether situated 
by the Governor, within or without the limits of his own kingdom; involving, be it observed, 
»7 April 1837. tills consequence, that in the event of any of those Jaghcerdars dying without 
heirs, the lands of sncli ])ersoiis, even though situated in the heart of the Bri- 
tish possessions, would lapse to the Raja, and become a part of the immediate 
territory of Sattara. 


4. His Highness founds this claim principally on the following passage in 
the schedule of IIk* U rritory and revenue circled to him by the first article of 
the IVeaty concluded at Sattara on the 2'itli of September 1819: “Together 
“ with the possessions of the Raja of Akulkote, the Runt Sucheo, the Prithie 
“ Nidhie, and tlie jagheer of the HuHays in the jiergiinna of Jhutt/’ 

o. Now, although tlie above jiassage is certainly wanting in precision, 1 am 
satisfied fleil the construction wiiich his Highness Inis given to it is (juite unte* 
nalile, and edlogether opposed to the views of the British (Government in 
establishing the Sattara State, and to the declared intentions of the able men 
wh(- framed tin- Treaty of Sattara. 


G. With tliC' view of arriving at a just conclusion on this p(fmt, I luivo en- 
deavour(;d to ascertain from -Mr. .Hi phinsione's corresjK)i»(leiK:e witli the 
Governor (iciua*al of India., what were liie \ie\vs and intentions of that 
eminent personage in the jormation ol the Sattara State. In tin; Mahratta 
juoclamation inomulgated l>y tliis oliicer, :md bearing date the 11 th rebruury 
181 js, tlu;se views are thus iinnoniua'd ; “ The iiaja ol Sattara, who is now a 
** prisoner in Bajec llow .s hands, will be rclea.sed, and })laced at the head of 
“ an indcqaeridinit sovereignly, oi'such an ( xtent as may maintam the Raja and 
“ his family in <*omrort and dignity. W'it.h this view, the fort of' Sat taia has 
“been taken, the Raja's liag has been set tip in it, vmd his l(.;rmer ministers 
“ liave lieeii called into >.:in])loyi«U‘iJl. Vfliatcver country is assigm d to the 
*' Raja will lie administered hy liiin, arcl he will be boumd to establish a 
“ system of justice and onler : the resi of tj)e country uDl be kept by the 
“ Honourable Company.’ 

7. 1 would ask wliether. irom tins jaissage juiy tdiiei eonciusion can be 
<lravMi than that a dijuitlc jsortien of IhiC conquests nuaU* by us (Vom the 
Peishwa was intended lv» be assigned i<.> me Uaja, lusd tliut. all that was not .so 
a.ssigned was toj’eniain, not only in the lir.st inst;uic(‘, lait ju rmancnlly, in the 
IiaiKls of the Conqian y f 

8. Tlic ]»ecuijar ( iiTuinstances under winch the Sattara State was established 
ougiiL not to l>e lost sigh.l of. 'i'he measure w;is one f'f tlu' purest and nio.st 
cnbghtomKl liboraiity. The wliok: of ti)e Peishwa's dominions J);ul become 
ours by tiic c vrul of one oi the mos;. just wiu's that liave Ixeii conducted in 
India. In thii words of’ Mr. ]\Ipidnslone, “ il(r (the Raja) was released from a 
“ ])rison, and was jd'dv ed at the hc.sid uf a govennueni riljtained by no effort of 
“ iiis own, bid wldcii was the spontaneous l e.-^nlt (if the liberality of the British 
“ Government.” Frcnn these ciicumstanees, I must eonteiid, that; with full 
powers to give or withhold what they ))loased, the framers of the Sattara 
Treaty nevtu' could lia\c intt iided to c’oncbnh' au ai rangement, which could not ' 
fail uitiinately to extend the Raja's s<.iv(ueig!Uy and government over isolated 
parts of our own districts in tiie Dekhuu and Khandeish, and even in the 
Southern Konkaii. 


9. We are not, liowever, left solely to rely on this inference, just and forci- 
ble as I consider it, I annex to this niinnte extracts from Mr. Elphinstone’s 
letter to the Govenmr General of date the 18th June 18)8, defining the limits 
which he proposed to as.sigu to the Sattara State. In this it is explicitly re- 
commended, “ to assign to the Raja the. territory bounded by the Neera on the 
“ north, the Wnrna and the Kislma on the south, the Ghauts on tlie west, 
“ and the Nizam's frontier on the east, with the exception ofthe jagheers of 
** tlic Putwurdln(7*:i, and such others as the Governor General might think 
** pi'oper IV) exeli^'e/’ It is impossible to misunderstand what wer6 Mr. EI- 

pli instone’s 
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phinstone's intentions as convej^ed in this passage. A compact territory is 
marked out for the liaja with natural boundaries, evidently with the object of 
obviating the evil of intermixture of jurisdictions, which would be created to 
an immense extent, were we to admit the Raja's present pretensions. 

10. The tenor of Mr. Elphinstone’s orders to Captain Grant, dated the Sth 
April 1818, support the same view of the case ; but more es|)ecially the follow- 
ing paragraph ; He (the Raja) can bo allowed to hold all between the most 
extended of the limits above noticed that already belongs to the Government 
or may hereafter be resumed, and the Jugheerdars who arc allowed to remain 
may hold their lands of him ; with ti)e exception of the Putwurdhuns, 
whom it might be inconvenient to connect with the Raja, as the greater part 
•* of their lands lie on the southern liank of the Kishna/' 
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11. The instnietions of the raovornor General to Mr. Elphinstone, dated tiie. 
26th Se]>tember ISIS, would, c^c n ulom , be to my mind decisive of the 
question at issue : “ Ills Lorflsljip in tamneil will approve (if the extension of 
“ his territory to tin* vvid(\st. limits you liave proposed, and to place uiuier his 

authoritv' th(jse oi' tlu* Jaglit^erdaj's v'itusr //(avacxv/V.vm /(til irithhi those 
“ Ihmls, with the exet |»tion oT tlie I^itwurdluins." It is Jtere also worthy of 
remark, that, in tju* twenty-eighth panigraph oflla; iellei IVo!») which the above 
qiu^lation is made, certain lands whicli liad formerly lieioiigc d to Rastiah and 
GockJa. are granted, to the Raja, because, aiming other reasons, tliey were 
situated between the iVeera and the Kislina/' and il‘ retained by the Ib'itish 
(Hovernment w ould “ be sep'.irated iVum our oilier territories, and be inte.rmix(Ml 

wnth tlie pos5;essions oi* tlie Uaia, or those of ins Jugheerdars.’* 1 cemsider 
the analogy hero to lie very striking. 

12. In fact. bo\vever, tl;tM]uestion at. issiu* has aireacly Ik‘(ti decided against 

the Raja, not only by kord f lare's ( iovernment, V)ut likewise lyy the Govern- 
ment (d India, and by tlie s Rome Anth(»rities. I reler lo.the ease of Slieikh 
Meeran W'aeekitr, rt'j.ioried (a. in a despaudi of Lord Clare's Government, tc* 
the Court of Direelors, dateri the ITtb.iune !sdb. in their rc^ply receiitly 
received, dated the vdh June 1S3(>, the Court, eonrirm tiu* views of tl)e 15onil>,'iy 
Government ; but. coinj)ly witii its recom!nendati»>n, that iii consequence (d’the 
peculiar eireaimstaiiees (A tin.: ease, tlu- jagheiu’ in (pic.’^tion, wiiieh j'or tin* most 
part is situated in Caindi isli, shun Id be eont mm.-d io Slieik Mei‘rar;'s son lor his 
own life, t,h(f (ue,< rnment taking, in consideration oC that favour, such 

an amount of im/zunnui as the eireum.'^tances ol’ tlie ca.se migiit justify.’* 

13. 1 cannot here refi ain iVtnn quoting the (‘ighvh paragraj>ii ofthe ietlcr to tljc 
Honourable C-onrt, rej)ortiiig. a.s above-mentioned, tm tiie \\ aeekur's case, not 
only because it. c(mtnins the views of l..(»rd Clare's ( loverunu/iil on the gcnc'ral 
question, l)ut also because it very forcibly poijUs out tbi* evils which would 
result from uiir admitting the R.aja'.s juetensions to extend liis jurisdiclioii into 
th(‘ h(*artof oiir (.vwn districts. 


14. The Raja o\’ Sattani lias advanced elaims to sovereignty over these Mri- 
“ tish jagliecis. Ry acknowledging this right, w(* should dtislroy one of llie 
“fundamental privileges on wliieii Mr. Ki|>hinsione settii'd the ’ Dekluin, 

** namely, to establish a small sovereignty in the middle tif tlie Dekliun, 
extenciing from the Neera and tin* Bheeina to the Kislma and W nrna 
rivers, and from the western (Riauts t.(» the city of Punderpoor. ’riu; jirac- 
tical result of the Raja’s ])retcnsions would be, the extimsion of the arm of 
“ his sovereigjity, not only into tlic heart of the /illahs of Aiimednuggur and. 
“ Khandesh, but even beyond the Dekhnn itself, into the southern Konkan, 

“ where the Punt Sueheo has landed propertj^’' 

16. In l)is letter of the :id July 1836, Colonel I.odwiek argues in favour of 
the Raja’s claim; but there is nothing, I think, in tliat letter, which i.s not 
fully answered by the observations above made. A copy of that letter should, 
however, be sent to the Government of India with this rninutp. It seem.s to* 
me to be quite clear, that if it had been intended to include in the treaty the 
possessions of the Jaglieerdavs beyond the Raja’s limits' ^hose possessions 
Would have been expressly mentioned in the schedule ann*ed to the treaty. 

* 10. ill 
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16. In his seventh paragraph, Colonel Lodwick states, that the question 

has been decided in favour of the Raja, by the following passage of a letter 
from the Court of Directors, dated the 26th December 1834. ** In default of 

heirs by birth or adoption, the obligation of our guarantee ceases, and the 
“ jagheers must lapse to the Raja.” I have no doubt, however, that the 
Resident erroneously interprets the intentions of the Court, as far as relates 
to the possessions of these Jagheerdars in our territory ; and I should have 
thought so, even if the recent decision of the Court in the Wc^ekur’s case did 
not clearly indicate that, in their opinion, such possessions, in default of heirs, 
appertain to the British Government. 

17. I must further remark, that the opinion of the Honourable Court was 
elicited by Colonel Robertson’s report of the 31st December 1831, from which 
I have annexed an extract (paragraphs 17 to 48) as an appendix to the present 
minute. This extract contains some very useful information regarding the 
Sattara Jagheerdars; and although Colonel Robertson does not express this 
in terms, it is, I think, to be inferred that he was favourable to the Raja’s 
pretensions. Lord Clare’s Government differed in opinion with the Resident, 
conceiving that he claimed for the Raja a more extensive authority over the 
Jagheerdars than was warranted by the Treaty, and Colonel Lodwick was so 
advised on the 15th March 1832. 

18. It is here, T think, very important to observe, that, in the first instance, 
the discussion of the question was between the Resident and Government, the 
Raja taking no part in it. ITltimately, however, and, it may be presumed, 
encouraged by a knowledge of the opinions entertained by the British Repre- 
sentatives, the Raja set forth his present pretensions, and addressed letters t6 
Mr. Elphinstonc, Colonel Robertson, and Ca[)tain Grant Duff, appealing to 
them to interpret the treaty in his favour. 

If). These letters were forwarded to the Court of Directors, together with 
Colonel Robertson’s despatch of the 3 1st December 1831, on the 16th April 
1833, and were returned by the Court to this (Joverninent in their letter of the 
24th September 1834, when the (’ourt explained their views regarding the 
extent of the Raja’s rights over the Jagheerdars in the Sattara territory.” 
It is however, I think, quite evident, that the Honourable Court did not enter 
into the merits of the real (question at issue. This Government has all along 
fully recognized the Raja’s sovereignty over the jiossessions of the Jagheerdars 
named in the Treaty int/titi hh territory, but it disjiutes his sovereignty over 
their possessions without his ter^ritory. To this wide distinction the Court’s 
letter makes no allusion. As above staled, however, in the fourteenth para- 
graph, they have, in a particular instance, given a decision against the Raja; 
and I am not, I think, wrong in considering that decision as confirming gen- 
rally my views of the inadmissibility of the Raja’s claims. 

20. Tf I thought otherwise, 1 should certainly feel disposed to take advan- 
tage of the Raja’s recent niiscoiidiicl lo dec lare that, whatever may have been 
the intentions of those who framed the treaty, his right to extend his sove- 
reignty into the heart of our dominions cannot now be admitted. To speak 
more plainly, I would declare that his Highness has forfeited whatever right 
he may possess over the jiossessions ol‘ those Jagheerdars situated within our 
territory, as a punishment of iJic breach of friendship and good faith of which 
he has jbeen guilty. It was to this consideration 1 alluded when I observed, 
at the beginning of this paper, that the recent misconduct of the Raja had 
diminished the importance of discussing his present claim. Denying, how- 
ever, as I do, his right of sovereignty over such possessions, I should consider 
it unnecessary to have recourse to recent occurrences, in order to avoid the 
difficulty and embarrassment which would be created by an admission of his 
claim ; nor can I deny that, since those occurrences, the question has regained 
somewhat of its importance, in consequence of the demise, without heirs, of 
the Punt Sucheo. 

21. With regard lo the question alluded to in the thirteenth and following 
paragrai>lis of O^^inel Lodwick’s letter, that officer should, I think, be in- 
formed, that Govyrnment cannot admit the claim of the Raja to succeed to 

the 
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the jagheers alluded to, on the vague extract which he makes from a letter of 
Mr. Elphinstone’s ; but that, if be is able to produce the list which, for reasons 
not stated, he supposes to have been made of these jagheers, or any other 
evidence in support of the Raja’s claim of succession. Government will not 
fail to give its best attention to the information so transmitted. 

22. The question of the jagheer village of Cowtalee being a distinct and 
isolated one, I shall reserve my sentiments on it for a separate minute. 

23. I must now request the attention of my colleagues to Colonel Lod- 
wick’s letter of the 20th June 183(), reporting that the Raja of Sattara was 
preparing an embassy for England, to urge on the Home Authorities his 
claims to the rights disputed. This letter was yet under my consideration, 
when, about a fortnight after it reached my hands, I received private intima- 
tion of his Highness’s attempts on the fidelity of the Native officers of the 
23d regiment. The minor question of the propriety of a direct communication 
between the Raja and tlic Home Authorities was absorbed in those of greater, 
though uAascertainod extent, which now arose, affecting all our relations with 
Sattara, and for all that appeared, the very existence of that principality. 
Recurring now, however, to the former question, I am not prepared to state 
that his Highness is not at liberty to make an immediate appeal to the Au- 
thorities in England; but 1 feel quite confident that, when what has trans- 
pired at Sattara lias been communicated to those Authorities, his embassy, 
should it reach England, will be rejected. I am not certain whether the 
embassy has actually proceeded, and the Resident at Sattara should be re- 
quested to report whether he has any further information on the subject. In 
the mean time, a copy of his letter of the 20th Juno should be sent to the 
Goveriiineut of India. 

24. With reference to the sixth paragraph of this letter, I deem it right to 
record, that when I met the Raja on tlie hills in May last, the question 
r€?garding his Highness’s rights over his Jagheerdars was discussed at a private 
interview between us. The Raja contended with some warmth lor the validity 
of his claims, and expressed disappointment at the delay which had occurred 
in deciding the question. At that time, although I liad not given to the 
subject that careful examination which 1 have since* bestowed on it, 1 had 
sufficiently considered it to be of opinion, that the claims of his Highness 
stood on very questionable ground. I did not feel it necessary, however, nor 
expedient, to declare myself strongly on a question wdiich both parties under- 
stood to be still under reference to higher authority. 

25. I must here affirm, however, that I positively informed the Raja, that 
the question had thus been referred home; I also jiromised that the Court 
should again be addressed on the subject, and their early adjudication solicited. 
It is necessary that I should make -this averment, because, from what miscon- 
ception I know not, the Raja, in his conversation with the Resident, detailed 
by the latter in his letter of the 20th June, slated that I had told him that no 
representation of the case had been made to the Court of Directors ; and this 
statement Colonel Lodwlck himself seems in that letter to adopt. Colonel 
Lodwick, however, has since acknowledged, that the statement was erroneous, 
and his admission, as well as the distinct recollection of the Political Secretary, 
who was present and the principal spokesman on the part of Government, bear 

assertion above made to the contrary. 

26. In mentioning to Colonel Lodwick at the time, that the claim had been 
referred home, I recollect intimating, that it had not been accompanied with 
any discussion of its merits on the part of the Bombay Government. My 
impression and belief were, however, that we had referred home Colonel 
Lodwick’s own letter of 3d July 1835. I afterwards found that, by that 
letter having been accidentally mislaid, it had not been so referred ; but I'also 
found that, in fhe case already mentioned in this minute,^^^jOf Sheikh Kljian 
Mahomed, son of Sheikh Me^ran Waeekur, the claim of t^Raja, on which 
fhe merits of that case entirely turned, had been distinct|| referred to the 
Honourable Court. Thus my assurance to tlie Raja, of thc|®jBsired reference 

having been rTrc.r* /"rt-r-a-- ’ ■ 
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verified ; and I have only to regret tliat I did not add, which I might truly 
have done, that the reference had taken place ten months previous to our 
interview, and that an answer might very shortly be expected. 

27. With relation to this interview with the Raja, I must advert also to 
another point. Colonel Lodwick, in the letter of the 20th June, states his 
belief, that the Raja then hinted to me his intention of appealing to the 
Honourable Court; adding, that the Raja certainly has a full conviction of 
** his having done so.” In a conversation which lasted, I should think, about 
two hours, and which was principally maintained by the Raja himself, who 
speaks a bad sort of Hindostanee, but with incredible velocity, I cannot 
answer that some obscure hint to the effect mentioued by Colonel Lodwick 
may not have escaped from his Highness, unnoticed ; but I can positively say, 
that I have not the slightest recoljection of it, nor has the Political Secretary ; 
and I conceive it impossible that so important a communication, had it been 
made intelligible, would have been overlooked or forgotten by either. 

28. With reference to the following extract from Colonel Lodwick's evi- 
dence before the Commission, I would pro])ose that we suggest to the 
Government of India, that the Raja should be required to dismiss from his 
service, and expel from his territory, the persons alluded to. A requisition 
fully authorized, I conceive, by the existing treaty with his Highness. 


29. I attribute the change in his llighness’s conduct to his having attached 
himself to two jiersons in particulai, Biilwunt Row Chitnavees and Abuh 
Parusnees, who arc generally reported to be corrupt. They are in his full 
confidence, and they abuse il ; and it lias been long the general uiiinion at 
Sattara that they nnouIcI ])e tlu' cause of his ruin. These j^ersons were, during 
Captain Grant’s time, the one suspeeted, and the other proved guilty of re- 
ceiving bribes. Bulwunt Row was pardonctl at tlie stn>ng intercession of his 
Highness, and Abah Parusnees was expelled the Raja’s teriitoiy, and did not 
return until iy28'29. I am fuither decidedly of opinion, that they are men of 
very bad character, and unfit to act as counsellors to his Jlighncss. Further 
inquiry may establish the guilt of these men, and se\erer measures maybe 
called for against tliciq, but their dismission and expulsion should at all 
events be required. 


30. In the last paragraph of their Report, the Commission bear thefidlowing 
favourable testimony to the conduct and character of the two Native officers 
and Havildar of the 23d Regiment Native Infantry, who announced the 
attempts made by the Raja on their loyalty. 

31. To conclude, we have the highest satisfaction in stating, that the two 
Native officers and tlie Havildar appear to us to be free from taint of any 
kind, and that, with the exception of the laxity of morals apparent in the 
conduct of the first Soobadar, in going through the form of binding himself 

** to the Hrahniiii b^ an oath which he had no intention to keep, their conduct 
is deserving of the highest praise. Immediately their fidelity was assailed, 
they communicated, like loyal and faithful soldiers, with their superiors, 
and although, towards the close of the affair, they may be charged with 
“ over- zeal, still at every stage of the proceeding they acted under the autho- 
rity and directions of their officers. We feel it therefore to be a most pleasing 
' duty, to recommend them, but more particularly the Soobadar, Sewgoolam 
Sing, to the favourable notice of Government, for such honourable distinc- 
tioii and rewards as their conduct and services may appear to merit.” 

32. I quite concur with the Commission in the above remarks, and I think 
it will be good policy on the part of Government to testify, in the most public 
manner, the good opinion which we entertain of these deserving soldiers. If 

* the Government of India are pleased to approve of the arrangement of placing 
Parghur, and th& two other Native forts in the Southern Mahratta country, 
under the charg^KV Native officers, I think the Soobadars, Sewgoolam Sing 
and Gooljar Miss^, might be nominated to two of the commands which will 
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quested to promote the Havildar, should he be reported qualified to hold a SATTARA 
commission. PAPERS, 


33. In case, however, the arrangement respecting the forts is not carried Minute 
into effect, no other mode occurs to me of rewarding the officers, than 27 ApriM 83 ? 
by appointing them supernumerary Soobadar-Majors, and the Havildar a 
supernumerary Jemidar, with the pay of those grades, and to be absorbed as 
vacancies occur. On this point I request to be favoured with the opinion of 

his Excellency the Commander-in-Chief. 

34. In either case, I would propose that each of these men should receive 
an honorary dress from my hands on the first convenient opportunity of the 
values following : — 

Soobadar Sewgoolam Sing, one valued at - - 300 Rs, 

Gooljar Missur ... „ 200 

Havildar Chunder Sing . - . - 100 

35. I may here mention, that having learned from Major Wilson, the officer 
commanding the 23d Regiment, that the Soobadars were in doubt liow their 
conduct had been viewed by Government, and that the misrepresentations which 
appeared in the Gazelle newspaper had created bad impressions in their minds, 

I caused them to be introduced to me at Parell, and assured them that their 
conduct had afforded Government the highest satisfaction, and that the due 
acknowledgment of it was uiidCr consideration. 

36. I think an extract from the Commission’s proceedings, relating to the 
conduct of Captain Hand, of the Grenadiers, in maintaining a correspondence 
with one of the chief officers of the Sattara State, should be sent to his 
Excellency the Commander-in-Chief, with the request of Government, that 
he will seriously reprimand that officer for his highly irregular and indiscreet 
conduct. Captain Scott, of the 23d Regiment, likewise acted with great 
indiscretion, in writing to his friends at Bombay what had happened at Sattara. 

37. In conclusion, I have only to propose that the Sattara Commission should 
be informed, that Government arc, in the highest degree, satisfied with the 

zeal, judgment, ability, and activity, which they evinced in the prosecution of - 

the highly important and equally delicate investigation entrusted to their 

charge. I confess that, in my opinion, only two out of the three Commis- ^ 

sioners are entitled to so high an acknowledgment; but I do not know that 

we can well make distinctions in our meed of approbation, and for all practical 

purposes the acts of the majority are the act§ of the Commission. 1 

(Signed) R. Grant. v! 


27th April 1837. 


MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, Minute ^ 

by the Governor^ 

Witiioul iJcile, * (without date).^ 

I cannot concur in Mr. Dunlop’s remark regarding the Meruj Kur. His 
being a sot would, I think, be very likely to render him the dupe of others, 
and by them easily persuaded to engage’ in intrigues. 

Though some of the Putwurdhuns are boys, it does not follow that commu- 
nications may not have been made to them, or what would be nearly the same 
thing, to those in charge of their affairs. 

Mr. Dunlop’s further report should be awaited. 

(Signed) R. Grant. 


MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR. 
Dated 5th June 1837. 

(Subscribed to by the Commander-in-Chie| 


Minute 
e Governa)^^ 
une 18S7.(^ 
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Minute 
Mr. Farish, 
(without date). 


MINUTE BY MR. JAMES PARISH, 
Without Date. 

* * * m * * 


Minute 

J>y the Governor, 
l8 June 1837. 


MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR. 
Dated 18^A June 1837. 


1. Copies of my two minutes, regarding the supersession of Colonel Lod- 
wick as Resident at Sattara, and the appointment of Lieutenant-Colonel 
Ovans to oiRciate in that capacity, should be sent to the Government of 
India. 


2. The instructions recently issued to Colonel Ovans should also immedi- 
ately be sent to the same authority. 

3. Some explanation is required of life delay which has occurred in insti- 
tuting an inquiry into the facts set foith in the letter received from the mother 
of Govind Rao Dewan. That delay has, I fear, eoiitiimed too long ; but I 
trust that no public inconvenience is likely to occur. 

4. The Government of India will, on ndereucc to our proceedings, observe 
that the delay alluded to originated in our conviction that this important 
inquiry could not with salety bt‘ cntiustid to the late llesidtMil, and that, so 
long as wc were in doubt regarding his intentions to apply lor leave on sick 
certificate, which at one ])ciiod was conlidcntly expected, we naturally felt 
reluctant to wound his feelings by superseding linn in his oHiee. 

5. Colonel Lodwick’s letter, pioposing the exjiulsion of Bulwunt Row 
Chitnavees from Sattara, should also 1 h‘ sent to (Calcutta ; with an intimation 
that we do not intend to act on the suggestion at present, among otlier reasons 
because we are of opinion that, whatever measures are ultimately adopted 
against the Raja, should be canied iiiio cflect at one and the same time. 

★ * It: % ^ 

* 4 ^ # # « # 

7. I at one time tliought of reiiUiring from Dr. Milne, as a British subject 
and as a pensioned servant of Government, to declare* the nature of the inter- 
course which lie may have had with the Raja, and to transmit to us any cor- 
respondence which may, either directly or indirectly, have passed between 
them. 

8. On reflection, however, I think, that, as the whole case is in the hands of 
higher authority, we ought not to act for ourselves, but to refer the point to 
them. I have no doubt he ought to be called to account. 

9. Mr. Dunlop’s reply to our reference, on the subject of the Raja of Satta- 
ra’s jiroceedings, should also be sent to the Government of India. 

10. Our proceedings, up to this date, should immediately be reported to the 
Secret Committee, in continuation of former reports. 

18 June 1837. (Signed) R. Grant. 


; Minute 
the Governor, • 
(without date). 


MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

Withmet Date. 

(Subscribed to by the Board.) 
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MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

Dated June 1837. 

(Subscribed to by his Excellency the Commander- in- Chief.) 28 June l8si 

1 . I entirely approve of the whole of Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans’s proceedings, 
reported in his letter of the 24th instant. 

2. With reference to the fifth paragraph, there can be no doubt that the Com- 
mission which assembled at Sattara, being of necessity secret, no part of its 
proceedings could, with propriety, be communicated in writing to any one but 
Government. 

3. It appears from the Commission’s proceedings, that the evidence against 
the Raja was fully explained to his Highness ; and it is quite clear that his High- 
ness understood the natureof the charges preferred against him, by his endeavour- 
ing, however unsatisfactorily, to exonerate himself from them. The Commis- 
sion further offered to confront the Raja with his accusers, but he declined. 

4. With reference to the Raja’s complaint, that two of the members of the 
Commission left Sattara without visiting him, Mr. Willoughby informs me that 
the invitation to visit his Highness was entirely of a complimentary nature, and 
had no reference whatever to the inquiry into the Raja’s proceedings, which 
had terminated. 

5. I think Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans acted judiciously in postponing the 
inquiry we have ordered respecting the letter received from Girjabhaee. It 
must be obvious that, so long as the belief exists at Sattara that Colonel 
Lodwick’s supersession was adopted to gratify the Raja, no one will venture to 
communicate to his successor information regarding his Highness’s designs 
against Government. As observed by the Acting Resident, it is not to be 
wondered at that such an impression should have been created, because we 
have ample evidence that the Raja anxiously desired to effect Colonel 
Lodwick’s removal. 

6. The public interests, therefore, imperatively require that we should en- 
deavour to dispel this illusion ; and I am not aware of any measure better 
calculated to produce this result than the one proposed by the Acting Resident, 
namely, Govind Row’s removal from Poona to Ahmednugger. 

7. If my Colleagues concur in the adoption of this measure, I request that 
no time be lost in issuing orders to the Sessions Judge at Poona, to forward 
Govind Row, under a suitable escort, to tlie custody of the Judge at 
Ahmednugger. 

8. The usual warrant should be addressed to the Judge of Ahmednugger. 

That officer should be instructed to place the prisoner in strict confinement, 
and to prevent his holding any communication with any person besides his 
personal attendants, or those in whom the Judge has confidence. Every at- 
tention, compatible with the above object, should be paid to the prisoner’s 
comfort and convenience. 

9. The Judge should be further informed, that it is not unlikely the friends of 
Govind Row at Sattara and Poona will endeavouf to communicate with him by 
letters, and that he should quietly adopt measures to intercept any communi- 
cations ot this kind and forward them to Government. 

10. With reference to the letter which the Raja is desirous that I should 
write to him, Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans may be informed tfiat the request is 
quite inadmissible. Under no circumstances should I consider inyse[f at 
liberty in the terms which he has dictated, and which would be construed to 
imply that Government had acted unjustly towards liis Hi«;;Jiiuiess. No com- 
munij^ation need, however, be made at present to the Raja ojrthe subject. 

Z 11, Lieutenant 

lb. 
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minutes op thb ^ 

, SATTAUA 1 1 . Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans should also be informed of the removal of 
PAPERS. Govind Row, as he has suggested, and copy of his letter, as well as of this 

siinute minute, should be immediately forwarded for the information of the Govern- 
; by the Governor, ment of India. 

88 June 1837. (Signed) R. Grant, 

28th June 1837. J- Keane. 


Minute MINUTE BY MR. JAMES PARISH, 

Mr, James Fansh, 

^ SO June 1837, jy^ted 30th June 1837. 

The only question on which any doubt could be entertained is the removal 
of Govind Row to Ahmednugger. The absolute necessity of putting an end to 
the erroneous expectations of his release, in order to obtain the important 
information*whicli Gccrjabacc and the parties named by her may be able to 
communicate, fully warrants his being placed under greater personal restraint 
and stricter guard ; and under the injunction, that every attention be paid to 
his comfort and convenience compatible with those objects, he will be sub- 
jected by the removal to no hardship, of which a person, convicted as he has 
been, can wdth reason complain. 1 therefore fully concur in that measure, 
and in all the sentiments expressed in the Right tlonourable the Governors 
minute. 

30th June 1837. (Signed) J. Fahish. 


Minute 
the Governor, 
f 8 July 1837. 


MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

Bated 3d Juljf 1837. 

(Subscribed to by the Board.) 

1. Copy of this letter should be immediately sent to the Government of India, 
with an intimation that it is not oiir intention to adopt any measures to interrupt 
the Raja s communications with Dr. Milne and others in Bombay, until we are 
favoured with the instructions already solicited. 

2. At the same time we jnay offer an opinion, that this intercourse is a direct 
violation of the fifth article of the Treaty with the Raja of Sattara, dated 2Sth 
September 1819. 

3. That article is quite cxjdicit, and seems as if framed by design to meet a 
case of this kind. 

“ The Raja, for himself and for his heirs and successors, engages to forbear 
rt// will i foreign powers, and with all Sirdars, Jaghcerdars, 
“ chiefs and ministers, and all person6ufiv/u{t(m;rdc\sc7dptiori, who are not by the 

above articles rendered subject to his Highness’s authority.’' 

It is then added : “ This article is a fundamentai condition of the present 
“ agreement, and any departure from it on the Raja’s part shall subject him to 
“ the loss of all the advantages he may gain by the said agreement,” 


4. The Raja has openly avowed being in communication with Dr. Milne, 
and perseveres in such communication, notwitlistanding Colonel Lodwick has 
warned him that such conduct is a violation of the treaty. 

5. I do not, therefore, sec any advantage in this warning being repeated. 

. (Signed) R, Grant. 


3d July 1837. 


Minute 

%y the Governor, 
4 3 July 1837. 


MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 
Dated 3d July 1837. 
(Subscribed to by the Board.) 
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MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

Dated bth July 1837. 

(Concurred in by the Board.) 

I have already recorded my opinion, that Colonel Lodwick was wronj^ in 
refusing to forward any representation wdiich his Highness the Raja wished to 
make to the Government. We have, however, rectified his mistake, and the 
rejected document is now before us. 

If I recollect right. Colonel Lodwick stated, that the cause of refusing to 
send the yad of fifteen paragraphs was, !)ecause it abounded in -misstatements. 

I think, therefore, it is due to that officer to send this paper (in original) for 
any explanations or remarks he may wish to offer; and until his answer is 
received, I shall not myself offer any comment upon it, or upon the Raja’s letters 
which accompanied it, dated 23d May and 28th June last. 

(Signed) R. Grant, 

J. K£AN£, 

5th July 1837. J. Faiixsh. 


MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

Dated 5th July 1837. 

(Concurred in by the Board.) 

The information winch Lieutenant-Colonel Ovaus reports in this letter may 
prove of the highest importance. 

There can be no doubt that the measure suggested, of seizing the persons 
named in the fifth paragraj)h, must nltimalcly adopted ; but it would, I 
think, be premature at the present moment. 

Govind Row Dcwaii left Poona this morning fur Ahmednugger; and it is 
very desirable the Acting Resident shoul<l watch tlic effect of his removal, 
before adopting the decisive measures he suggests. 

In communicating tliis opinion, Colonel Ovans may, however, be informed, 
that in the event of his being satisfied that the persons referred to, meditate 
escape from Sattara, it is left to his judgment and discretion to secure them ; 
but that Government are of opinion the measure should be delayed as long as 
possible. 

(Signed) R. Grant, 

J. Kkank, 

5th July 1837. ^ J. Fahish. 


MINtTTE BY THE GOVERNOR, - Minute | 

the Governae 

Dated lOth July 1837. 

(Subscribed to by the Board.) 

I learn from a private letter addressed by Colonel Ovans to Mr. Willoughby, 
that the mother of Govind Row Dewan voluntarily sought and obtained an in- 
terview with Colonel Ovans, the night before the seizure herein mentioned took # 
place. I should, at any rate, have been satisfied that Colonel Ovans had 
rightly exercised his discretion in determining on those seb^res, even if that 
proposition had not been clear to myself ; but the fact of aitinterview with tlie 

before 
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Minute 

^hy the Governor, 
I ; 10 July 1837. 


before-mentioned lady having been secured, removes every doubt that I might 
have felt, and I think Colonel Ovans’s proceedings should be entirely approved. 
An official letter is to come to-morrovr announcing the fact of the lady's visit. 

(Signed) R. Grant. 


10th July 1837. 


f.- Minute 
I by the Governor, 
July 1837. 


MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 
Dated \2thJuly 1837. 
(Subscribed to by the Board.) 


1. Every precaution must be taken to keep this annunciation (which, as far 
as it goes, is satisfactory) quite secret. 

2. The Acting Resident should endeavour to obtain from Girjabaee a 
written statement of all she knows regarding her son’s proceedings and those 
of the Raja. This may be done, either at another interview, or, if she prefers 
it, she can send the statement. 

3. A similar statement should be taken from each of the two persons who 
acconipanied the lady, and their information will, no doubt, guide Colonel 
Ovans in making other inquiries. 

4. It is very probable that this lady disavows the letter received by Govern- 
ment in her name, from fear of the consequences of discovery of having com- 
municated with Government. 

5. Be this as it may. Colonel Ovans will* naturally endeavour to find out 
and examine the writer. 

6. When the Acting Resident is convinced that secrecy is no longer neces- 
sary or practicable, he will adopt measures to secure protection to Govind 
Row’s family from the Raja’s vengeance. 

7. Colonel Ovans will ascertain on wdiat grounds the lady and her confi- 
dants are able to state that the contents of the letter written in her name are 
true. 

(Signed) R. Grant. 


12th July 1837. 


Minute 
the Governor, 
1^15 July 1837. 


MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 
Dated Ibth July 1837. 
(Concurred in by the Board.) 


1. The evidence of Abba Mareek is highly important. 

1st. As confirming the statement of the Soobadars, regarding the meet- 
ing between them and Govind Row. 

2d. As confirming the Raja's guilt. For if his Highness had not 
been implicated, he would not have desired Abba Mareek to keep out of 
the wa.y after Govind Row’s arrest. 

2. In entirely approving Colonel Ovans’s proceedings, it may be suggested 
to him, whether Dinkur Row should not be interrogated on the subject of the 
message he delivered to Abba Mareek, the time for doing so being entirely 
left to his discretion. 


3. I wish this|?iOttcr, . and the report of the conference with the mother of 
(iovind Row, to returned to me; for, at this stage of Colonel Ovans’s inqui- 
ries. 
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ries, it is, I think, inexpedient to make a report to Calcutta, 
all the Acting Resident’s reports to be returned to me. 

' (Signed) 

15th July 1837. 


In short, 1 wish 

R. Grant, 

J. Keane, 

J. Parish. 


MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

Dated 2 Is/ July 1837. 

(Concurred in by the Board.) 

I do not think any notice should, for the present, be taken of this communi- 
cation, which, I think, betrays the Raja’s uneasiness, arising from conscious- 
ness of guilt. 

The Acting Resident should be requested to follow up the inquiries he has 
so ably commenced, and be told that, ♦while precipitation should be avoided, 
it is desirable that his investigations should be brought to a termination as 
early as practicable. 

(Signed) R. Grant, 

J. Keane, 

21st July 1837. J. Parish. 


MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

Dated 24/ A July 1837. 

(Subscribed to by the Board.) 

1. This despatch contains important information, and I see no reason to 
doubt the truth of the history now given by the uncle and mother of Govind 
Row of the petition forwarded to Government in the name of the former. 

2. It is, however, I conceive, of the first importance, that tlie writer of the 
letter, named Mahdeo Pugree, should be examined, and Colonel Ovans should 
be requested to endeavour to procure his attendance at Sattara for that pur- 
pose. 

3. The precautions adopted by the parties were very natural, when we re- 
flect that they were entirely in the Raja’s power when the petition was trans- 
mitted, and we cannot too often enjoin on the Resident the necessity of his 
now adopting efficient measures for their security and protection. 

4. Orders should be immediately sent to the Judge of Ahmednuggur to 
permit any person deputed by Colonel Ovans to have free access to Govind 
Row ; and I think the Acting Resident should be informed that any commu- 
nication which Govind Row may think fit to make should be delivered to, and 
witnessed by the Judge. 

5. With reference to Colonel Ovans’s suggestions in his last paragraph, I 
have such confidence in his judgment and discretion, that I am willing to grant 
him full authority to act as he may deem most conducive to the objects of the 
inquiry in progress, and to eliciting. the truth. 

6. The statement of the person alluded to in the sixth paragraph should be 
submitted to Government as early as practicable. 

(Signed) R. Grant. 

21k July 1837. 
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S: 85 July 1837. 


MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

Dated 2bth July 1837. 

(Subscribed to by the Board.) 

Colonel Ovan&’s proceedings should be approved, and the measures he pro- 
poses in the last paragraphs of his letter should be authorized. 

I quite agree with Colonel Ovans that the Bramin Purshotam might disclose 
a good deal more than he has yet stated. He was in daily intercourse with 
Appa Sahib Bhonsla at Nagporc, and there seems little doubt that the details 
of the plot in which the Bhonsla was engaged formed, at least, one subject of 
these conferences. 

There is also strong reason to suspect, that there were parties to these de- 
signs at Gwalior ; but it may be difficult to penetrate the mystery, which, as 
Colonel Ovans observes, involves this p^^rt of the subject. It would, 1 think, 
be jirematurc, at present, to make any communication on the matter to the 
Resident at Gwalior, but it will probably be necessary hereafter. 

(Signed) R. Guant, 

25th July 1837- J- Farisu. 


P.S, Mr. Willoughby suggests that this letter and the accompaniments 
might be sent confidentially to the (iovernor of .Agra, in order that they may 
prosecute any of the inquiries arising out of them as they may think fit, and 1 
accede to the suggestion ; but that Government should be earnestly requested 
to guard against the possibility of these matters transpiring prematurely. 

(Signed) R. Grant, 

J. Keane, 

J. Fauism. 


Minute 

y the Governor, 
86 July 1837. 


MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 
Dated 2Gf// July 1 837. 
(Subscribed to by the Board.) 


1. In reference to paragraph four of this important letter, I request that the 
Secretary with me will have the goodness to repair immediately to the princi- 
pal Collector of Poona, and request him immediately to summon and examine 
the Hubshee’s Vakeel on the matters to which Colonel Ovans alludes. 

2. The Magistrate should, 1 think, conduct the examination; but I will 
thank Mr. Willoughby to be present, as, from his perfect acquaintance with 
the whole of this case, he may suggest to Mr. Mills many important 

* questions. 

3. From the deposition of the Chitnavecs’s messenger, it appears to be by 
no means certain that the Vakeel is now in Poona. Should he have taken his 
departure for the Hubshce’s country, the Magistrate should use all the means 
in his power to discover and apprehend him, if he is still within our territories ; 
but if he has past the frontier, he might address the Hubshee or his Minister 
(aceprding as the usage is), requesting that the Vakeel may be sent to him. 

4. On the other points which this letter suggests for consideration, 1 will 
reserve myself ^ til 1 learn the result of the examination above directed. 

5. I ought toiidd, that Mr. Willoughby is at full liberty to disclose con- 

fidentially 
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fidcntially to Mr. Mills, all or any matters which he sees to be essential to the 
inquiry which that officer is hereby directed to make. 

6. The Board will, I trust, approve my taking oh myself to issue the above 
directions. 

(Signed) R. Grant, 

J. Keanb, 

26th July 1837. J. Farish. 

MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

Dated 21th July 1837. 

(Concurred in by the Board.) 

1. I do not think it expedient to endeavour to apprehend this Vakeel at 
Bombay ; but I would request the Chief Secretary to take the trouble of 
ascertaining privately, if possible, whether the individual in question is or not 
now in Bombay. 

2. The prevarication of the deponent Bulwunt Row, awakens suspicions 
that he is in some sort of understanding with the parties interested in defeating 
the inquiries of Government ; and I own that, with me, these suspicions in- 
volve the deponent’s brother, Succarani Bappoo, the mail contractor, whose 
name has several times been mentioned in the recent correspondence relative 
to the Sattara aftairs. 

3. In reference to the last remark, I cannot help being of opinion, that Go- 
vernment ought not to confide to any Native, perhaps ought to keep in its own 
hands, that important part of its functions, the conduct of the public post. 
Tiiis point may now stand for further consideration. 

4. The result of the Magistrate’s inquiry may now be communicated to 
Colonel Ovaiis, whose proceedings should be entirely apjnoved, and who may 
be authorized to summon Bulwunt Row Chitnavees, and examine him in the 
manner suggested in paragraph five of his letter of 24th instant, and, if he thinks 
it expedient, to detain that individual in custody, pending a reference to Go- 
vernment for instructions. 

(Signed) R. Grant, 

J. Keane, 

27th July 1S37. J. Farish. 


MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

Dated At/i August 1837. 

1. The evidence accompanying this letter is strongly confirmatory of the 
fact of the clandestine interview between the Raja and the two Native officers 
introduced to him by Govind Row, respecting which, however, I have never 
entertained any doubt. 

2. In two of these statements it is stated that Abba Mohiteh observed, 
“ moreover, rolls of papers regarding Nagpore will come out.” 

3. 1 think Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans should be directed to examine all the 
parties on this point, and to endeavour to ascertain what papers are re- 
ferred to. 

4. To save time, the Secretary with me may make this reference. 
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Minute " 
by tlie Governor, 
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4th August 1837. 


R. Grant. 
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SATTAftA MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

PAPBRS 

Dated 15th August 1837. 

Minute ^ 

(Concurred in by the Board.) 

1. The information forwarded in Colonel Ovans’s letter of the 7th instant is 
most important', and highly creditable to that officer, who is entitled to the 
warmest commendations for the zeal and ability which he has displayed in 
obtaining it. 

2. The Raja’s proceedings, which, in the first instance, appeared so pro* 
digiously absurd as to be scarcely credible, though they must still be considered 
idle and preposterous enough, have yet become comparatively clear and con- 
sistent. The evidence ol>taiued by the Acting Resident proves that, for years 
previous to the detection of his attempt on the fidelity of our troops he was 
engaged in treasonable communications with the cx-Raja of Nagpore, who, 
he very naturally concluded, would be willing to take part in any design 
against the Government which deprived him of his dominions. 


3. If the case still stood, in point of evidence, where it did when we recom- 
mended to the Government of India a moderate and middle course in the 
punishment of the Raja, T should have ventured to defend that advice, not- 
withstanding the dissent of the (Jovernmeiit in question ; and I firmly believe 
that the Home Authorities, had they been consulted, would have acceded to 
our opinion. Subject to the question, whether any, the least, attempt to se- 
duce our Native troops from their loyalty ought not to be considered an un- 
pardonable oftence, our case against the Raja was not, at that time, a very 
strong one. Tlie evidence, though satisfactory to us, was such as might be 
questioned without any obstinate incredulity. The offence, though great, 
might be regarded as the fruit of some casual and momentary aberration, aided, 
perhaps, by some mismanagement on the ijart of the British Government or 
its subjects. 


4. At present the matter exhibits a greatly altered appearance. Such a 
mass of ])n)of has been obtained, and theie is every reason to expect still fur- 
ther additions to it, as must, J think, convince the most hardened unbeliever. 
And ill what light docs the offender appear ? For years, during which he has 
been the petted child of the Company, the object of their constant indulgence, 
the theme of their ardent applause, and during which he has, in fact, main- 
tained a semblance of the utmost cordiality with the British Authorities in 
contact with him, without even the jiretext of a shadow of a grievance, he has 
been cherishing the most hostile feelings, and forming the most treasonous 
projects, against those who raised him from a prison to a throne. 


5. It must 1)C observed, that the communications of his Highness with Joud- 
pore, even admitting the matter of llicin to have been innocent, were in direct 
breach of liis engagements. By the 5lh article of his treaty with us he is 
bound to have no connexion or concsjKindence with any foreign power, chief, 
or person, except through the British Government; and the article concludes 
thus : — T'his article is a fundamental condition of the present agreement, 
and any departure from it on the Raja’s part shall subject him to the loss of 
^ “ all the advantages he may gain by the said agreement.” 


(). But there can be no doubt that the objects of this intercourse, carried 
on, be it observed, clandestinely, and for years, were as treasonous as the 
intercourse itself was illicit. The very stipulation just quoted proves this, 
evett were there no evidence of it. No man would systematically nave broken 
so capital a part of the treaty without some object to justify the risk he 
* incurred. 


»7. I would propose that a copy of the Acting Resident’s letter of the 7th 
instant, and its accompaniments, be immediately sent to the Governor of Agra, 
with an expression of the strong belief of this Government that, by examining 

the 
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the cx-Raja of Nagpore, and the four persons named in the last paragraph of 
Lieutenant Colonel Ovans’s despatch, Airther and important information may 
be obtained of the real nature of the designs which the Raja of Sattara has so 
madly meditated; and with an earnest request that such examination be 
instituted and pursued, and its result communicated to us, with all the dispatch 
compatible with the observance of the requisite caution and secrecy. 

8. In communicating the substance of the first paragraph of this minute to 
Colonel Ovans, that officer should be requested to expedite the reports of any 
further information which he may be enabled to furnish. His efforts should 
be particularly exerted to ascertain whether any of the letters which are 
proved to have passed between Sattara and Joudpore arc still in existence, 
and to gain possession of them if that be the case. 

9. I think it very material that Colonel Ovans should obtain as much light 
as possible with regard to the degree of participation of the Raja's brother, 
Appa Sahib, and his cousin, the Senaputtee, in these improper transactions. 
Jadhou deposes that Appa Sahib was one of those to whom his namesake, 
the ex-Raja of Nagpore, sent presents of slices; and Yelqjec says that the 
same person sent the Senaputtee a letter, but that the Senaputtee, offended 
at not being entitled Sahihy returned no answer. These are but equivocal 
indications, and I think it very desirable to know more. 

10. I would next propose, that the whole of ( /oloncl Ovans’s despatches be 
forwarded to the Government of India. TJic communication should contain 
a short summary of the contents of each letter from that officer, and of the 
instructions issued on each in return. 

11. Our sentiments on the whole case should be submitted to the Govern- 
ment of India, and their instructions be requested. At the same time, I 
would beg to intimate to tlicin our opinion that no final decision should be 
come to until the examinations w^e have requested at Agra shall have been 
had, and their results reported. 

12. I am further strongly of opinion, that before the case is conclusively 
disposed ol the Raja should be made acquainted witli the fresh evidence that 
has been elicited against Ijiiii, and should be allowed the opportunity of 
oflering defence or explanation. But on this head the instructions of the 
Supreme Government may be particularly solicited. 

13. Highly approving of all Colonel Ovans’s other suggestions, 1 think, in 
correction of that contained in his ninth paragraph, that for the present the 
man named Yelojee should be detained in custody, unless already released ; 
and this with a view of a minute inquiry as to tlic letters mentioned in 
paragraph eight of the present minute. 


14. I believe I have said in another minute, that our proceedings in this 
case, up to the latest possible date, should be reported to the Honourable 
Court by the packet which the Berenice is to carry to the Red Sea. ' 


(Signed) 

ISth August 1837. 

R. Grant, 

J. Keane, 

J. Parish. 


MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 
Hated Augmt 1837. 

• 

Minute '■'> 

by the Governor^ 
24- Aug, 1837. ^ 

(Subscribed to by the Board,) 




1. I request the Secretary with me will transmit copy of the Chief Secre- 
tary’s memorandum to the Acting Resident at Sattara. 


2, I should wish to be informed whether Mr. Wathen has been able to 
a^ertain the name of the Hubshce’s agent, who is stated to have comnui- 
nicated with the Mangalore insurgents. 


SATTARA 

PAPERS. 

Minute 
by the Govern 
IS Aug. leS'i 
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Minute 

by the Governor, 
; S4 Aug. 1837. 


3.1 think that part of the information should be sent to the Government 
of Madras, who may, perhaps, be able to obtain evidence regarding the depu- 
tation of the agent allnded to. 

(Signed) R. Grant, 

J. Keani, 

24th August, 1837. J. FarisR. 


Minute 

by the Governor, 
24 Aug. 1837. 


MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 
Dated 2Ath Augmt 1837. 
(Concurred in by the Board.) 


I do not think we ought to countenance any plan for trepanning this Vakeel 
into our hands. The best way will be to request the Hubshee to deliver him 
up to us, to answer certain accusations of having been guilty of improper 
conduct against this Sircar. I propose this in the belief (which I cannot 
doubt to be correct) that the Vakeel is a British subject. 

(Signed) R. Grant, 

J. Keane, 

24th August 1837. J. Farish- 


Minute MINUTE BY GOVERNMENT, 

by Government, 

25 Aug. 1837. Dated 2^th August 1837. 

1. The evidence forwarded in this despatch is of a very important nature. 
Lieutenant- Colonel Ovans s proceedings may be entirely approved, and that 
officer should be requested to follow up the inquiries he has commenced 
regarding the intrigues which have been carried on between Sattara and Goa, 
and with the Hubshee. 

2. Copy of this despatch and enclosures should be immediately sent to the 
Government of India. 

3. I do not see any leasou to doubt the truth of the Statements Nos. 1 and 
2, regarding the manner in which the petition of the mother of Govind Row 
was written ; but it is to he hoped that the Dewan himself will come forward 
and state all that he knows respecting the Raja’s late proceedings. 

, 4. ParagiTphs 1, 2, and 4, of Statement No. 3, should be sent to Mr. 

Dunlop. Paragraph *3 of the same .should be sent to Mr. Williams, with 
instructions to both officers to inquire into the facts therein staled, and to 
report the result to Govemment. 

5. Colonel 0*"ans should ascertain and report more particularly what is 
meant by the combination in Arbustan,” alluded to in Statements Nos. 3 
and 4. 

6. With respect to the Goa intrigues, he should endeavour to ascertain 
whether, as stated by Wittul Ro%v Sukheram Parnsnees, they ever came to 
the knowledge of Colonel Robertson, the Resident, and if so, what notice was 
taken of them. 

7. The Statement No. 4 is of considerable importance, as proving the 
extensive nature of the Raja’s communications with foreign states. It also 
implicates the Senaputtee in tlie Raja’s designs. 

8: With reference to Statement No. 5, I shall be obliged to the Chief 
Secretary to furnish the Board with any information be may he able to obtain 
regarding the Governor of Goa, called Dominee, the Christian doctor, called 
Irkopl, and the Judge of Goa, called Silva, who is stated to be familiar with 
this affair, and to be at present in Bombay. I presume that Dominee must 
f ’ ^'^edecessor of Manuel Peies. for de’oonent observes, Pere, a 
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Christian, came from Portugal ; in 1834 he became Grovernor.’* It should also, 
if possible, be ascertained, whether Dominee = visited Vingorla, and whether 
he there took a passage, and afterwards disembarked in consequence of a 
quarrel with the captain of the ship. 

9. The deponent states, The papers and seals (entrusted to Nanna) are 
^'with Balkoba at Sawuat Waree, in the house of Ladkoba Kaka Neyrookur.” 
In reference to this, the Acting Resident should be directed to send a confi- 
dential person to Sawunt Warec, furnished with a letter to the Collector of 
Rutnagheery, in order that a search may be made for the seals and documents. 

10. The Acting Resident should also be directed to search the books of the 
person named Tejeram, in order to verify the money transactions connected 
with the Goa intrigues alleged to have taken place with his firm. 

11. Of the persons stated to have been privy to these intrigues enumerated 
in the thirteenth paragraph. Nos, 3 and 8 are stated to reside at Poona, and 
Nos, 5 and 6 at Waree. Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans will, of course, have 
applied to the Magistrates of Poona and Rutnagheery to endeavour to trace 
out and apprehend these persons. 

12. Another person. No. 2, Raojee Kotnees, is stated to be residing in 
Bombay. I request Mr. Wathen will ascertain whether such is the case ; 
and I think the Advocate- General should be consulted as to the mode in 
which this person can be ajjprehended and sent to Sattara for examination. 

(Signed) R. Grant, 

J. Kfane, 

25th August 1837. J. Fauish. 

P.S. — In communicating this despatch *o the Government of India, the 
measures we have adopted on it should also bo communicated. 

(Signed) R. Guant, 

J. Keane, 

J. FARCSlf. 


MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, Minute 

by the Governo 

Dated 30/// August 1839. 30 Aug. 1837. 

(Subscribed to by the Board.) 

1. Flromthe evidence forwarded with Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans’s letter of 
the 23d instant, there are strong grounds for, at all events, suspecting that the 
Raja of Sattara entered into communications of a treasonable nature with the 
Hubshee, but it is by no means clear how far the latter chief entered into 
his views. 

2. I think there arc ample grounds for detaining Buiwunt Row Chitnavees, 
as suggested by the Acting Resident, and that measure may be accordingly 
sanctioned. 

3. Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans’s proceedings in conducting this branch of his 
inquiries may be approved, and he maybe directed to obtain further evidence, 
if possible, of the nature of the Raja's intercourse with the Hubshee, which 
under any circumstances is a breach of his treaty with us. 

4. I do not believe the statement of Buiwunt Row Chitnavees regarding 
the letter found concealed in the doll. It is not likely that the bearer of that 
letter would, of his own accord, have concealed the letter in the manner stated, 
unless his principal had given him directions to do so. The inference there- 
fore is, that Buiwunt, fearing that the communications with the Hubshee 
Would be detected, thought it prudent to point out to the Carkoon, Wanibir 
Rao, the answer he should give, if required to explain, so that there might 
uot be any discrepancy between their two stories. 


SATTARA 

PAPERS. 

Minute 
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5. The witness Yelojee Mohiteh positively states that the Raja received 
a letter through the Chitnavees from the Hubshee, and that having read it, he 
(the Raja) burnt it ; and asserts, that it related to some treasonable projects. 
The witness Wittul Row Parusnecs also deposes to a treasonable design 
having been entered into with the Hubshee, and that he saw himself 
(cloths) and a sword sent to the Raja from the Hubshee. He further states, 
that he heard from the Chitnavees that a “ combination has been arranged 

with Arbusthan through the Hubshee.** The witness Khassce Severam 
Bundrcy corroborates these facts. It is worthy of remark that this witness 
states, that the interview between the Raja and the Hubshee’s agent took 
place in the Dcoghur-room, set apart Jbr idols ; and the Chitnavees admits in 
his exaniinatioris that he introduced- the agent, on ojie occasion, to the Raja 
in the room in (piestion. “ I took him, being my relation, I took him once; 
took him to the Deoghur.” 

6. A copy of the enclosed should be sent to the Government of India. 

R. Grant, 

J. Keaxe, 

30th August 1837. J. Fauis 


Minute MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

by the Governor, 

^ 1 Sept, 1837. Dated \st September 1837. 

(Subscribed to by the Board.) 

Mr. Ilutt’s proceedings may be approved. The confession of Govind Row, 
as far as it goes, is important ; but he has apparently reserved the disclosures 
which it is in his power to make until he lias an interview with Lieutenant- 
Colonel Ovans. 

2. I have no doubt that the Acting Resident possesses advantages beyond 
any other officer for conducting his examination and eliciting the truth ; and, 
ultimately, it may be deeniccl advisable to send Govind Row to Sattara for 
this purpose. 

3. In some respects, however, I conceive it is desirable that a preliminary 
examination on some of the leading points elicited by the inquiries at Sattara 
should be conducted by an officer quite unconnected with those inquiries. 

4. I would therefore propose that Mr. Ilutt should be directed to put the 
following questions to (lovind Row, alter having informed him that his only 
chance of being leniently dealt with by Gt>vernment is freely to disclose 
every tiling he knows respecting the Raja’s jiroccedings. These queries are 
framed from memory, as 1 have not the papers to refer to. 


SATTAEA 

PAPEES, 

..Minute 

by the Governor, 
SO Aug. 1837. 


INTERROGATIONS. 

1 . You have admitted that you took the two Soobadars to the palace and 
introduced them to the Raja ; state particularly and in detail the object 
of that interview, and the nature of the conversation which took place on 
the occasion between his Highness the Raja and the Native officers. 

2. ‘ State ill what room the interview occurred, and who was present on 
the occasion, and whether the Soobadars were in their usual dress or in 
disguise. 

3. Are you aware of communications having passed between the Raja 
?ind Appa Sahib, the ex- Raj a of Nagpore; if so, by whom were such 
communications made, and what was their nature and object ? 

4. Are you aware that a sword, concealed in a musical instrument 
(vena), was sent from Sattara to Appa Sahib, and that presents in return 
w^erc sent to the Raja and other persons residing at Sattara ? 

5. "W here any letters sent to Appa Sahib from Sattara, or did Appa Sahib 
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write any letters to the Raja or to any other person at Sattara ; if so, 
wliat was their purport ? 

6. Are you aware of any intercourse having taken place between the 
Raja and the Hubshee, or Cliief of Jungeera ; if so, what was' its 
nature and object, and were any presents at any time interchanged 
between the parties ? 

7. Are you aware of certain communications having taken place between 
the Rajh and the Authorities of Goa ; if so, by whom were they conducted, 
and what was their nature and object ? 

8. Are you aware of communications having occurred between the Raja 
and certain Chiefs in the Southern Mahratta [country] ; if so, by whose 
agency were they conducted, and what was the nature aud object of such 
communications ? 

9. Can you state whether the Raja has maintained an intercourse with 
any otlier foreign States or Chiefs besides those above-mentioned ; and if 
so, of what kind ? 

10. Whore you ever em[)loyed to draft letters, on the Raja’s behalf, 
of a hostile nature towards the British Government ? 

11. Have you any such letters, or the replies to them, in your posses- 
sion, or can you slate whether any of them are still in existence ? 

12. Can j’ou state what induced the Raja to meditate hostilities against 
the British Government, and who were Ids principal advisers and 
agents ? 

13. C'an you furnish any further information respecting the extent and 
nature of the Raja's designs against the British Government, or of the 
measures he adopted preliminary to carrying tlieni into effect? 

14. Wo-s the Raja's brother or the Senaputtee privy to these designs? 

5. Mr. Hutt should be informed that this communication is of the most 
confidential nature, and that he must take every precaution to preserve secrecy. 
Some of Govincl Row's answers to tlie above rpiestions may suggest others, 
which may also be put to him. This must be left to the Judge’s discretion, 
he b€ung told tIiat( iovtTiimcntd('sirc that the exanunatioa should be as search- 
ing as y)Ossibie. Mr. Hutt should be requested to give an English version of 
the result ? 

(Signed) R. Grant, 

Poona, J. Kicane, 

1st September 1837. J* Faiush. 


SATTARA 

PAPERSr. 

Minute 

by the Qatetnor 
1 Sept. 18S7. 


MINUTE BY MR. JAMES PARISH, 
Dated Ath Sepiernher 1037. 


Minute by 
Mr. James Farisb 
4 Sept. 18S7. 


It is evidently necessary that the important examination of Govind Row 
should be conducted solely by the examining ofticer in person, who niust him- 
self write down, or require Govind Row to write down, his answers; and 
besides being most confidential, the examination is to be as seareliing as pos- 
sible. For this purpose, what may be considered a lair knowledge of Mah- 
ratta, sufficient for tlie ordinary traiisactioii of busint^s.s, might not be such as 
to require a satisfactory result liom this most important, because the first, 
examination of Govind Row, under specific instructions. 

The Acting Session Judge may be fully competent to the execution of this; 
but if the Right Honourable the Governor is not fully satisfied of his bfeing so 
in every respect, 1 would venture to suggest that it is an occasion on which a 
special officer might be deputed to A hmednuggur, and rather than any risk of 
failure should be incurred, ought to be sent. 

There might be less indelicacy in deputing an officer already in the Political 
line, and Captain Outram, now at Poona, might appear to the Right Honoura- 
ble the Governor a suitable agent; but if the measure be thought desirable, no 
difficulty will be found in the deputation of a proper agent from Poona. 

2C In 
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r SATTARA In order, therefore, that no delay may occur, I would suggest, that if his 
PAPERS. Excellency the Commander-in-Chief approves, the letter be drafted according 
Minim , by minute dated Poona, 1st September, but sent under flying seal with 

- Mr. James Parish, this minute to tlie Secretary with the Right Honourable the Governor, request- 
4 Sept. 18S7. ing that, if any modification of the course should, in consequence, appear 
V desirable, the Governor will have the goodness tu give the necessary orders 

direct, through the Secretary in attendance on him. ^ 

(Signed) J. Parish. 

4th September 1837. 


Minute 

; by the Governor, 
4 Sept 1837. 


MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 
Dated Ath September 1 837. 
(Subscribed to by the Board.) 


An Order in Council, addressed to the Senior Magistrate of Police, should 
immediately be issued for the apprehension of Raqjee Kotenees ; and, on this 
being effected, he should be conveyed at once to Panwell. 

The boat to convey him thither, with a suitable guard, should be prepared 
beforehand, in order that no delay may be experienced. 

From Panwell the jirisoner should be forwarded to Sattara, and delivered 
over to the Acting Resident, letters being previously addressed to the Magis- 
trates at Tanna and Poona. 

On the seizure of this person a search .should be made for papers, the 
Advocate-General being first consulted how far this may be done legally, as 
the house belongs to another person. 

The Chief Secretary will also be pleased to consult the Advocate-General 
as to the terms in which the Order in Council should be drawn up. 

(Signed) R. Grant. 


4th September 1837. 


'■k Minute 
by the CJovcrnor, 
" 5 Sept 1837. 


MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

Dated 6th September 1837. 

(Subscribed to by the. Board.) * 

1. 1 think the request should .still be made to the Hubshee. How the case 
is to be dealt with hereafter will depend on circumstances. 

^ What the Secretary states is only an additional reason for not proceeding 
by deception. 

(Signed) R. Grant, 

J. Keane, 

5th September 1837. J, Parish. 


2 Minute MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

the Governor, 

kS Sept. 1837. Dated 5th September 1837. 

(Subscribed to by the Board.) 

Finding from Mr. Willoughby, who examined Govind Row at Sattara, that 
this person converses fluently in Hindoostanee, I feel no doubt of Mr. Hutt’s 
perfectly understanding him ; but I think he should be directed to take the 
de|JOsitions in Mahratta also, having with him a Carkoon sworn to secrecy in 
whom he has full confidence. 
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I can hear of no European who is qualified for the task Mr. Parish con- 
templates. 

Captain Outram certainly is not so ; besides which, he has proceeded to 
Aurungabad. 

(Signed) R. Grant, 

J. Keane, 

5th September 1837. Fauish. 


MINUTE BY GOVERNMENT, 

Dated 1th Septcfnbcr 1837. 

1. The Board is much indebted to the Chicif Secretary for the important 
information contained in his memorandum of the 5th instant. 

2. As I shall return to the Presidency on Saturday, the 9th instant, I shall 
delay offering an opinion on the measures which should be pursued towards 
the Portuguese authorities at Goa and Demaun until I have had an opportu- 
nity of conferring with my Colleagues. In fact, I do not conceive that we 
have as yet obtained sufficient evidence to render a communication with them 
expedient. 

3. It appears to me desirable that Mr. Wathen should record the source 
from which the information respecting Raojee Kotenees has been obtained, or at 
all events inform the Board confidentially of the same ; but every precaution 
will, of course, be taken to preserve secrecy. 

4. I think that part of the information relating to Raojee’s mission to the 
Peerur Chief of Soorapoor should be immediately sent to the Resident at 
Hyderabad, with the request of this Government that he will institute an 
inquiry on the subject, in such manner as he may deem most expedient. 

5. That part relating to his communications with the late Swamee Sunkur 
Acharya of Siinkcsliwur should be sent to Mr. Dunlop, with similar instruc- 
tions ; and that gentleman may be informed that recent inquiries have tended 
to impress Government with the belief that treasonable communications have 
taken place between his Highness the Raja of Sattara and some of the 
( 'hiefs of the Southern Maliratta country, to detect which Government rely on 
his best exertions. Ilis attention should be particularly drawn towards the 
J umkhunderkur. 

6. Copy of the whole of Mr. Wathen’s memorandum should be sent to the 
Acting Resident at Sattara for information. The Secretary in attendence on 
me will do this. 

7. The last paragraph should be immediately sent to the Madras Govern- 
ment, with reference to the communication suggested iu the third paragraph of 
my minute of the 24th ultimo. Copy of our letters should be confidentially 
communicated to Mr. Lewin, the Magistrate in Canara, in order that the in- 
quiry may be immediately commenced, 

(Signed) R. Grant, 

Poona, J. Keane, 

7th September 1837. J. Parish, 


MINUTE BY MR. J. PARISH, 

( Without Date). 

The proceedings of the Chief Secretary approved^ and the papers to be for- 
warded to Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans, as suggested. 


SATTARA 

PAPERS. 

Minute 

by the Govern- 
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Minqte 

by Governmen 
7 Sept. 1837. 
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MINUTE BY THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF, 


The Chief Secretary’s proceedings may be highly approved of. 

I conclude Mr. Wathen will be able to inform the Governor of the contents 
of these papers from memory, otherwise, I should say, it might be as well to 
delay dispatching them to Colonel Ovans till to-morrow evening, as the Go- 
vernor is expected here to ilay, and they would reach Sattara quite as soon 
as the prisoner, who went off' yesterday. 


Minute MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

by the Governor, 

; 7 Sept. 1837 . llh Scjttcmhcr 1837. 

(Subscribed to by His Excellency the Commandcr-in-Cliief.) 

1. Mr. Spoonei- iiiipoars to have acted with vigour and judgment, and his 
proceedings should be entirely approved. 

2. The Authorities at Warree appear also to liavc acted in a commendable 
manner, and Mr. Spooner should signify to them the approval of Government. 

3. The Mahullvurree of Vingorla, who first obtained information of the 
assemblage of the body of armed men at Pallee, deserves great credit, and 
Mr. Spooner may be authorized, if he sees no objection, to confer on this 
person a small ])ecuniary reward. 

4. I have no doubt that Major-General Salter will, on the receij)! of tliis 
information, have takem measures to nrinforcc l.l)(; post at Vingorla. Tlic 
Superiiitondont of the Indian Navy should be directed to send a vessel for the 
treasure as soon as tiie scavson permits. 

5. Mr. Spooner slionld be req nested to endeavour to trace out the person 
named Gopal Sec'.djce Redkur, alluded to in the fifth paragraph of his report, 
and examine him as to the source of his information regarding the Pallce 
gang. 

C. lie sliould keep the five persons seized in the Warrcc State, and who 
have confessed having bc^eu concerned, more or less, in the intended attack on 
Vingorla, in strict custody, when they are forwarded to him by the Warree 
Authorities, 

7. He should be further directed to use lus best exertions, both directly 
and through tlic Warree Authorities, to apprehend all persons known or 
suspected of belonging to the l^aMee gang. More especially his attention 
should be directed towards securing the j)ersoii.s of Bahoo ( Jhatga, Bawao Sing 
Purdasec, and Balcoba Yt4ia. If aljle to ascertain the place of residence of 
these persons", he should cause a strict search to be made for papers. 

8. Mr. Spooner should be advised, generally, that Government has reason 
to believe that the meditated attack on Vingorla is connected with other pro- 
ceedings of a treasonable nature against us, and that Government attach great 
imj)ortance to the inquiry entrusted to him. He should be requested to cor- 
respond on this subject in the Secret Department, and to adopt any precau- 
tion to prevent such information as he may be able to obtain from becoming 
public, employing, wdtli this view, only such persons on whose honesty and 
integrity he can repose full confidence. 

9. He may be requested, generally, to ascertain whether any, and what, 
vconnection exists between the Palleo gang and any persons residing in the 
Goa territory. 


( Without Date), 
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10. I conceive that the depositions of the five persons seized at Warree 
corroborate, in the most remarkable manner, the truth of the information we 
have lately received from the Acting Resident at Sattara, regarding the 
mission of Nana Vyed to Goa ; for, if I recollect right, certain seals and docu- 
ments, which the son of that person stated his father received from the Raja 
of Sattara, were alleged to be deposited in the house of Biilcoba Yotia, who is 
named by the deponents as one of the chief persons concerned in raising the 
Pallee gang. 


11. I therefore request the Secretary with me will forward, with as little 
delay as possible, copy of Mr. Spooner’s report ard enclosures to Lieutenant- 
Colonel Ovans for his information, and, at the same time, recjuest him to 
report immediately what measures he adopted, grounded on the information 
obtained from Nana Vyed’s son, with the view of apprehending Balcoba Yotia. 

12. The Acting Resident may be further informed, that Mr. Spooner has 
been directed to institute a minute inquiry into the transactions alluded to in 
his report ; and that, if he is of opinion his own inq\iiries will thereby be 
facilitated, he should open a communication witli that gentleman. 


Poona, 

7th September 1837. 


(Signed) R. Grant. 


Minute 
by the Gorerr 
‘7 Sept. 1837 


MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

Dated Wth SepUimher 1837. 

(Subscribed to by the Board.) 

Mr. Willoughby has just delivered to me five pacjkets of papers, endorsed, 
in the handwriting of Mr. Wathen, with the words Raojee Kolenccs; and also, 
in that of Mr. Willoughby, with short notices, signed by that ollicer, of the 
hours on which they were received this day* the llth of vSeptember. These 
are evidently the pa])ers referred to in Mr. Watlien's incmorandiim of the 8th 
instant. 

The seals of four of these packets arc unbroken. That of the fifth, in- 
dorsed “ Raojee Kotenees, — Papers, vS:c. &c.,” is broken, and is stated by 
Mr. Willoughby to have been in its present state when delivered to him. 
This packet 1 have myself sealed with my own seal, without disturbing its 
contents ; tlie other seals I have not broken. 

I now deliver these five packets personally to Mr. Willoughby, and re- 
quest that he will have the goodness to forward them in their present state to 
Lieutenant-Colonel Ovaiis, together with a copy of the memorandum of Mr. 
Wathen already mentioned, and that he will, at the same time, request 
Colonel Ovans so to keep these papers, as to afford a proof of their continued 
custody, with a view to their being identified whenever this may be required. 

Colonel Ovans should further he requested to examine these documents, 
and report on them without delay, furnishing Government with translations 
of such of them as appear to relate to the transactions now under inquiry at 
Sattara. ‘ 

I conclude, as a matter of course, that the principal Collector of Poona, to 
whose custody Raojee has been committed, will be careful to prevent any 
person from communicating with the prisoner until he is delivered over to the 
custody of Colonel Ovans at Sattara. By way of caution, however, Mr. 
Willoughby may as well give Mr. Mills an intimation to that effect. * 

Government are obliged to the Chief Secretary for his successful manage- 
ment of the apprehension of this person. Captain Shortt’s exertions in 
executing the service should be approved. 

The whole of these proceedings should be reported to the Government of 
India. 

(Signed) R. Grant. 




llth September 1837 
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y SATTARA MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

FAPPIS* 

— — Dated \Ath September 1838. 

Minute 

' (Concurred in by the Board.) 

I expected, in consequence of what I heard privately, that an excuse would 
be made for not delivering up this person. 

The Chief Secretary’s information brings home the untruth of the excuse tO‘ 
the Hub.shec. 

I think the minute of the oth of September should be acted upon. The 
Chief Secretary will be good enough to draft a letter from me to the Hubshee, 
requesting him to send the person required to the Collector at Tanna ; and 
should the request be coinj)lied with, the Collector will send a respectable, 
officer, on whom he can perfectly depend, to accompany the person to Poona, 
where he will be delivered up to Mr. Mills, who should be instructed to 
forward him, in the company of a confidential officer, to Colonel Ovans, at 
Sattara. 

(Signed) R. Grant, 

J. Keani;, 

14th September 1837. J. Fauish. 


f' Minute MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

:;'bj the Governor, 

: 15 Sept. 1837. Dated 15/A September 1837. 

(Subscribed to 1)y the Board.) 

In reference to the Chief Secretary's eightli paragraph, 1 would observe 
that I never saw what lie describes as the outer covers of the packets in 
question, but Mr. Willoughby told me they were all scaled and lirm. 

No further CAplanation seems necessary. 

(Signed) R. Grant. 


15th September 1837. 


^ Minute MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

by the Governor, 

i 18 Sept. 1837. Dated \Bth September 1837. 

(Subscribed to by the Board.) 

Orders to be issued accordingly through the Military Department, care 
being taken to order the relief merely a.s a matter of course, and not so as to 
excite alarm or attention. 

(Signed) R. Grant, 

J. Keane, 

18th September 1837. ________ Parish. 


# Minute , ^ MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

by the Governor 

J 20 Sept. 1837. 20th September 1837. 

' 1 . Thb letter from the Government of India of the 7th ultimo undoubtedly 
places tliis Government in an embarrassing position. 

2. The meaning of the second paragraph does not seem to me quite clear. It 
may mean absolutely that the (iovernor General in Council doubts whether 
the Raja of Sattara ought not to be permitted to avail himself of the aid of 
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European gentlemen in preparing his defence, or the doubt may be confined 
to the single point whether the denial of this privilege to tlie Raja can be 
rested on the fifth article of the Treaty of Sattara. 

3. I am afraid, however, that the paragraph is to be understood in the 
former sense ; and whether it is or not, the actual application of Dr. Milne to 
us to be allowed to proceed to Sattara obliges us to determine whether the 
privilege is to be conceded to the Raja or not. I have no hesitation in giving 
my opinion in the negative. 

4. It is certainly, under the circumstances, an embarrassing question to 
decide. The Supreme Government, in the letter to Dr. Milne, of which they 
have favoured us with a copy, inform him that they will receive from him any 
representation on Sattara ajfairs, provided it be sent through the channel of 
the Bombay Government. This nuist mean, if it means anything to the pur- 
pose, that Dr Miliic may transmit such representations as the spokesman or 
advocate of the Raja ; and that gentleman may, 1 think, fairly argue, that 
the permisasiou to do this includes that of access to his client, for the purpose 
of preparing the representation to be traiismittcd. Vet, in the fourth para- 
graph of the letter to us, it is, 1 think, by plain implication left to this Goverii- 
riient to debar Dr. Milne from any intercourse with the Raja. In other words, 
we may debar the advociale from aiiy intercourse with his client. 

C), Although it is neither my duty nor in my power to reconcile these appa- 
rently oj>| losing permissions, I have no doubt that we ought to act on the ]ier- 
mission given to ourselves. As at ])reseiit advised, nothing short of the most 
decisive and inqicrativc order will induce me to reeoininend it to this Govern- 
ment to comply with Dr. Milne's application. It is not in our power, I 
believe, to prevent all communication between the Sattara Court and iMiro- 
j>cans in Bombay : but I will never willingly authorize such communication, 
still less when such Eiiroj)eans and servants are pensioners of our own, and 
least of all where they have already stood forth as furious partizans of the 
ruler ol’ Sattara against the British Government. 

6. I am not called upon, nor perhaps have the riglit, to discuss the general 
question, whether, in the ]>olilical disputes between the Government of liritish 
India and the Chiefs and J^rinces dependent on them, disjiutes, often involving 
tlic nicest state questions and the gravest political consequences, it is expe- 
dient to cneoui'age such Chiefs and Princes to employ the Jiircd advocacy of 
British subjects living under our Government, and even supported by our pay. 
But, were tlie liberty allowed me, I would, in terms of the greatest respect, 
yet of llic greatest earnestness, implore the Government of India well to weigh 
the nature and magnitude of the coiisecjuenccs involved in such a conttession 
before the precedent is established. 

7. Once open the door, and there cannot be a doubt that, of the numerous 
Chiefs and Princes -alluded to, there is notone who will not sooner [or later] be 
provided with his British agents, attorneys, and advisers, men drawn from among 
those factious, discontented, iiiischicf-making persons, who arc to be found in 
every large community ; men who will thenceforward lie intimately mixed up 
in all the most delicate and imjjortant discussions between the l^»ritish Govern- 
ment and their employers ; men whose interest it will be to foment tlie dis- 
putes on which they feed, and wdio probably wdll often be glad to avenge 
real or fancied wrongs of their own under the cloak of their representative 
character. Every one of these agents will quickly, and almost instinctively, 
form, what in the instance of Dr. Milne is formed beforehand, a close con- 
nexion with the radical press of the Presidencies ; and in what manner that 
alliance will be brought to bear on the question at issue any person may 
easily satisfy himself, who will take the trouble of glancing over the infiam- 
inatory philippics respecting Sattara affairs with whicli the Bombay Gazette 
h-as been enlightening its readers during the last few. months. 

8. I admit that. In some degree, we are even now exposed to these evils. 

The proceedings of Dr. Milne and the Gazette prove that wc are. The* jiocu- 
liar position of Dr.. Milne, indeed, facilitated^his interference Sattara 
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: SATTARA case, but I deny not that future Dr. Milnes will never be wanting where they 
PAPERS. are required. The efforts of this gentleman, however, and of his coadjutor, 
li'linute Gazette^ mischievous as their tendency has been, have been much embar- 

fby the Governor, rassed by their imperfect acquaintance with the transactions which they 
20 Sept. 1837. attempted to influence, and by the presumed necessity of concealment. When 
that necessity no longer exists, and agitators are set free to take an active part 
in such discussions, their power of effective and injurious misrepresentation 
will be proportiouably increased ; and to what extent the hazards incident to 
our dominion in India will consequently be multiplied it is beyond my ability 
to calculate. 

9. Without reference, however, to the more general considerations on which 
I have touched, I cannot conceive that the part which Dr. Milne has already 
acted in tlie Sattara aflaifs, at all strengthens his claim to the agency of which 
be is desirous. The libellous character of his letter to the Government of 
India of the 19tli July ought alone, T should think, to be deemed a conclusive 
objection against his being employed in that capacity. Most imperfectly 
acquainted with our acts, and profoundly ignorant ofoiir motives and intentions, 
he has yet presumed to state to the Government of India, tliat the “ Dewan of 

the Raja was seized and exposed to every indignity, in the hope of extorting 

a confession of the traitorous attempt ascribed to him.’' llis whole state- 
ment, indeed, is a tissue of calumnious misrepresentations, given, be it 
observed, not as the Raja’s story, but as liis own. 

10. With respect to the caution which, in the concluding paragraph of Mr. 
Secretary Macnaghten’s letter to Dr. Milne, is bestowed on tliat gentleman, 
1 must with deference say, that it appears to me hardly consistent with the 
permission of agency implicitly conceded to him in the first paragraph , but, 
at all events, tlic caution comes too late. The writer of the letter to which 
Mr. Macnaghtervs was replying, might possibly not be an agent of the Sattara 
Raja, but liis determined and devoted iiartizansliip transpires in every line. 

11. Before I quit this topic, I cannot but express my surprise and concern 
that the Government of India should have thought fit to arrswer Dr. Milne's 
letter without reference to this Government. Its libellous character would 
alone, 1 should have thought, have suggest(^d this course of procedure, even if 
the Supreme Governnicnt did not deem it expedient to learn our opinion of 
the application before they committed themselves to a cornjJiancc. 

12. On tire contents of Dr. Milne's letter 1 will,*in the sequel, ofler another 
remark or two, but I now pass to other topics. I entirely subscribe to the 
opinion oftered at the conclusion of Mr. Macnaghten’s fourth paragra|)h. The 
Raja has already been told to the effect suggested ; but 1 think the inti- 
mation should now be rejieated in a letter from vnyself, the o|)])ortuinty being 
taken of re])lying to a letter which ho addressed to me about the time when 
Colonel Ovaus was sent to Sattara. 

13. 1 think also that ('olonel Ovans should be instructed to prepare a 
complete statement of the case which has been established against the -Raja, 
in order that, when his inquiries arc concluded, it may be furnished to his 
Highness for any such explanation or answer as he may choose to offer. If the 
Raja dcnies\he statements, he should be confronted with the witnesses ; but, in 
this case, the Acting Resident must adopt the most eflective measures for 
their protection. 

14. With reference to the sixth paragraph of the letter from the Government 
of India, they should be informed that we have grounds for believing that the 
inquiries now in progress at Sattara will soon be concluded, but that it is 
impossible for us to state with certainty the exact period of their termination. 
A copy of their letter, with its enclosures, should immediately be sent to the 
Acting Resident, not only that he may become aware of the wish of the 
Cjovcniiuent of India, but also that he may submit any remarks which may 
occur to him on Dr. Milne’s representation to that authority. 
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16. In referring the Government of India to our recent despatches, foi:wardipg 
copies of Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans’s various communications, we may state 
our conviction that they will have satisfied the Supreme Government that the 
period which these inquiries have occupied has not been ill-bestowed. 

16. In the first instance, the Raja’s designs appeared almost incredible, from 
the inadequacy of the means which had apparently been resorted to for carry- 
ing them into effect. The conspiracy has now, however, been developed, and 
has assumed a systematic, connected, and credible form. It has been traced 
to Joudpore, to Goa, to the Nizam’s country, to the Southern Jagheerdars, 
to the Seedhee Chief of Jinjeerah, and through him to Arbusthan or Arabia; 
for it appears to have been part of the Raja’s plan to obtain through the Hub- 
shec a body of Arabs from the latter country. It is true that some of these 
plots require further elucidation ; but I think there can be little doubt that the 
Raja has maintained a traitorous intercourse of some kind, either directly or 
indirectly, with all the places above-mentioned ; and when the proper period 
arrives for publicly disclosing the accumulated proofs of his guilt, they will 
now he sufficiently strong to satisfy the most sceptical mind. With respect to 
the Raja's intrigues with Goa, it is to be observed, that wo must not judge of 
his conduct by what wai ourselves know of the ability, or otherwise, on the 
part of the Government to fulfil the promises on which his Highness relied. 
This part of the j)lot has been most wonderfully corroborated by mere acci- 
dent at Rutnagherry ; and if his Highness’s ignorance and credulity misled 
liim to believe that the Portuguese Authorities could furnish him fifty batta- 
lions, his having embarked in the insane projects of which he is accused is 
rendered the more probable and worthy of belief. 

IG A- I sliall conclude wnth the few remarks wdii eh I have already promised 
on l)i\ Milne's letter to the Government of India. In the first place, it 
alludes to a previous letter of the 8th May, and 1 think we sliould request to 
be furnished \vith a copy of that communication. 

17. In the second place, I am lold and believe Dr. Milne’s communication 
of the 19th ultimo goes far to identify the writer, by internal evidence, with 
the author of several libellous letters which have appeared in the Homhenj Ga- 
zette. 1 am myself a rare read(T of newspapers ; but I sliould be much oldiged 
if the Political Secretary would take*, the trouble to collect some of the notices 
of Saltara affairs wliich have appeared in the paper just mentioned, with a 
view to establisli the identity of the tw^o libellers. 

18. On Dr. Milne’s account of the mode in which I noticed Ids application 
to pro(?eed to Sattara, I will offer to the Hoard a .sup|)lemental minute. I do 
not believe Dr. Milne’s to ])c; an accurate account of what ])assed ; but the 
chief misrepresentation consists in this, that he states as my definitive answer 
to his application that which was avowedly not such, and omits to mention 
that the only answer, properly so called, which he received, was a distinct and 
unqualified negative. 

(Signed) R. G ra nt, 

20th September 1837. 


SUPPLEMENTAL MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

Dated 20/ A Septc7nbcr 1837. 

At a public breakfast at Parell, Mr, Macdonald, the editor of the Bombay 
Gazette, appeared, and after breakfast, coming up to me after I had fiSpoken 
with several other gentlemen, said that he had been deputed by Dr. Milne, 
^vho had been prevented from coming himself, to inform me that they (Dr. 
Milne and Mr. Macdonald) were proceeding, 1 think on some speculation .of a 
t'Oinmercial or j^ricultural kind, into the Southern Mahratta country, and were 
desirous of* being allowed to visit the Raja of Sattara, who had expressed his 
’vvish to be aided by Dr. Milne in preparing some sort of defence of his con- 
duct. 
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Jn answer, while I spoke civilly of Dr. Milne and his intentions (for I . then 
thought far more favourably of both than I now do), I decidedly declined 
answering the application at the moment, but j)rouiised that I would send Dr. 
Milne an answer. 

I also recollect saying that the Sattara discussions, w^hatever might be their 
nature, being of a political kind, and carried on under the directions of the 
Supreme Government, that Government miglit object to such a proposition, 
even if we consented ; or something to that cii’ect. 

I have no recollection of having said that advantage might be derived from 
Dr. Milne going to Sattara. My belief is that 1 did not say so without qua- 
lification, if I said it at all ; but the material point: is this : that whatever I 
said was carefully guarded by the notice already mentioned, that I spoke only 
off' hand, and would send an answer after consideration. 

Accordingly, a day or two aiterwards, iny private Secretary called on Dr. 
Milne, and in my name told him, without reserve or qualification, that he 
would not be jici initted to see the Riija. 

(Signed) R. Grant. 

20th September 1837. 


MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

Dated 20/// September 1837. 

(Concurred in by the Honourable Board.) 

, I conceive we ought immediately to au|>[)]y to the Goa Govenimoit direct 
to give uj) the persons herein nientif)ned, namiiig tljcm. 

Mr. Spooiier should be re<|uested to examine further the men already ap~ 
prehended l)y the \\'are<' Autliorities, as to what power or chiefs was or were 
intended by tlieni, when they stated that the Sirdars above the Cihauts in- 
tended to rise against the Briiish Government. 

(Signed) R. Grant. 

20th September 1837. 


MINUTE BY THE (GOVERNOR, 

Dated 22d ScptC}}djer 1837. 

Tiic procecding.s reported in Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans's despatch of the 
Gth instant, may, 1 think, bo apj)rovcd. 

2. There can be no doubt tijat sufficient evidence has been elicited against 
Bulwunt Row Chitnavecs, to justify our acceding to the suggestion that he be 
removed to Poona, and tin re detained a state prisoner till further orders. The 
reasons of expediency, also, for this measure, stated in Colonel Ovans’s eighth 
paragraph, are extremely strong. I cannot, howevm’, conceal from myself the 
responsibility which must attach to such a proceciding, and have felt a good 
deal of hesitation as to tlie projiriety of ado[)ting it. 

3. The encouragement which the Governrnent of India have thought proper 
to give to the Milne and Macdonald party, to set up as tlie advocates of the 
Raja, has already produced a most injurious effect on Colonel Ovans’s pro- 
ceedings. The Raja and his friends are in high spirits, and the progress of 
disclosure is proportionally checked ; the difficulties, therefore, of an inquiry, 
which already was difficult enough, are much enhanced. The able and inde- 
fatigable officer who is charged with the conduct of it has coped pretty 
successfully with the dark intrigues of a Mahratta Court ; but if he is also 

iito be opposed by the special pleading and bold misrepresentation*of lawycjvs 
and i>hihinthropists from Bombay, I fear that he will find himself “ hardly 
matched. > . 


4. I was 
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4. 1 was, therefore, in the first instance, greatly disposed to advise a formal 
suspension of the inquiry till we could prevail on the Supreme Government 
to rectify what, speaking with all deference, I must consider as the mistaken 
step which they have adopted ; or, as our alternative in the event of their 
refusing to retract that step, to terminate the inquiry, and to leave them to 
dispose of the case on the evidence already recorded. 

6. On further consideration, however, I have come to the conclusion, that 
such a course would neither be just to ourselves, nor to the Acting Resident, 
nor to the cause committed to us. Pending the reference which we should 
make to the Supreme Government, the partisans of the Raja, animated to 
tenfold hope and excrtic^n by the very circumstance of our apparent dejection 
and discomfiture, would put in force all the means of intrigue and corruption 
to nullify our past exertions. Not only would further disclosures be pre- 
vented, but perhaps even those already made might be retracted, and much 
of what has already been done be thrown away. 

(). On these grounds, I cannot hesitate to recommend to the Board what 
may appear a bolder, but what, in fact, is a far safer course of policy. We 
have no cause to liclicve that any of our past proceedings have been disap- 
proved by the Supreme (joverninent. In their letter of the 7th August, 
on which I entered a minute yesterday, I admit that they speak in the 
language of doubt, or even objection, in reference to the length to which the 
inquiry had extended; but at that time they had heard notliing as to its 
iiaturi'. or as to the transactions which it has brought to light. Assuming, 
therefore, which we have a right to do, that our proceedings hitherto have 
been correct, I conceive tliat it is our duty to go steadily forward. In other 
words, the Chitnavees should be disposed of as Colonel Ovans recommends. 

7. If the Board agree with me, the Acting Resident should be instructed 
accordingly. The mode of ])rocedure should be conformable to that which 
was pursued in tlie (rase of the Dewan. 

8. The measure which Colonel Ovans adopted against Dinkut Rao Mohilcy, 
as reported in his niiilh })iiragraph, may be approved ; and those which, in 
the two following paragraphs, lie meditates against Babajec Riiraskur and 
Ch.intoo Pimt Bliuttey siiould, I tliink, be sanctioned. 

9. The question as to Balia Sahib Seiiaputtec, which Colonel Ovans dis- 
cusses in his twelfth and lour following jiaragraphs, is, in my opinion, far 
more doubtful. He is the near relation of the Raja, and sapposing the Raja 
and the Raja's brother set aside, the proper representative of the family. The 
demand for liim would jirobably ho resisted ; and, in that case, by preferring 
it, we sliould bring on a crisis which, at the present moment of all others, 
siioiiid if possible be postponed. Besides this, from the situation of the Sana- 
puttec, and the probable consequences to him of the incjuiry, he may be 
considered as one of the priiicipai sul»jects of it, and I therefore feel extremely 
doubtful whether he ought to be examined as a witness. 

10. I j)ro[)ose, therefore, to inform Colonel Ovans that, for the reasons 
ahovc-mentioued, wc deem it expedient that the ineasun'-s which he proposes 
to adopt regarding the Senaputlee should, for the present at least, be 
delayed. 

11. The evidence of Dajeeba dosscc (No. 1) is of considerable importance, 
because, from his situation as Dufturdar, he must have had good opportunity of 
knowing tlic intrigues, to the existence of which he bears witness. His idea 
of the motives on whicli the Raja's treacherous and treasonable conduct 
originated exactly agrees with that of the Dewan, as well as with -what I 
have heard from various other sources, and is, 1 doubt not, perfectly correct. 
Oaplain Grant Duft*, when relating the accession of the Raja, observes that the 
i^ocicty shewed little gratitude for the favour bestowed on them, and [1] firmly 
beiiiive that, ftom the very first, the Raja, inflated by the notion of his illus- 
trious connection as giving him a riglit to the sceptre of the whole Mahratta 
^ nipire, has thought liimself rather degraded than honoured by being endowed 

'‘with a limited territory and placed on a vassal throne. 

*12. Colonel 
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12. Colonel Ovans’s Statements 2 and 3, may, I think, be sent to the 
Resident at Hyderabad, though the information contained in them is not very 
distinct. 

13. Copies of this communication from Colonel Ovans, and of our reply to 
it, should be forwarded to the Government of India. I should also be apt 
to propose, that notice of them be added to the summary which we are about 
to send home by the Alalanta ; but this, I fear, is impracticable, her depar* 
ture taking place so immediately. 

(Signed) • R. Grant, 

22d September 1837. J. Keane. 


MINUTE BY MR. .TAMES PARISH, 

Dated 22d September 1837. 

1 think the course proposed in the sixth paragraph of this minute the best 
that can be followed, and I entirely concur in the measures proposed by the 
Right Honourable the Governor. 

(Signed) J. Parish. 

22d Sei)tember 1837. 


MINUTE BY THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF. 

Dated '22d September 1837. 

I cannot find words sufficiently strong to express my cordial concurrence 
in the sentiments here recorded by the Right Honourable the Governor, and 
my belief that the permission sought by Dr. Milne (whose character is well 
known to us) to confer personally with the Raja of Sattara, and to become 
his advocate in making representations to the Supreme Government, if 
acquiesced in, would be attended with the most pernicious effect, not only in 
the instance under consideration, but as an example to other Native Princes, 
it being clear that the information would sprea<l from one Native (Jourt to 
another, and all kinds of constructions would be put upon it. Dr. Milne 
would, as a matter of course, bo assisted by the person with whom he has 
formed so close an alliance, namely, Mr. Macdonald, the Editor of the 
linmbai) Gu'„ette., an individual brought u|) as a Writer (so called in his native 
country, Scotland), signil'yiug, what in England is termed, Attorney. 

I have myself already received, in a private manner, strong and undoubted 
proof that the answer which has been addressed to Dr. Milne by order of the 
Suj)reme Government, and which he lost no time in communicating to the 
Raja of Eattara, has had an extraordinary eftcct in paralyzing the efforts of the 
Acting Resident to carry on the investigation in which he is engaged, and 
which he was probably near bringing to a conclusion. 

Under every view of the case, I think we are bound to refuse our consent 
to Dr. Milne’s having personal intercourse with the Raja of Sattara until our 
sentiments are known to the Supreme Government. 

(Signed) John Keane. 

22d September 1837. 
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MINUTE BY MR. JAMES PARISH, 

Dated 22rf September 1837. 

I trust the light in which the proposed advocacy of Dr. Milne is placed by 
the forcible and clear exposure in the Right Honourable Governor’s minute, 
of its immediate consequences, and of the inevitable prospective tendency of 
such influence, if spread extensively, as it eventually must be, on our political 
connexions, will induce the Government of India to approve of the refusal to 
permit Dr. Milne to proceed to Sattara. 

I entirely concur in the views and measures proposed in the Governor’s 
minute of the 20th instant. 

(Signed) J. Fauish. 

22d September 1837. 
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MINUTE BV THE GOVERNOR. , Minute 

by the Govemo: 

Dated 30iA September 1837. 

(Subscribed to by Mr. James Parish.) 

I tliink the Chief Secretary should be recpiested to communicate confi- 
dentially the information contained in this letter to Major Wilson, the olficer 
commanding the 23d Regiment of Native Infantry, and to instruct that officer 
to endeavour quietly to ascertain whether any attempts have been made to 
bribe the Native officers to retract tlicir evidence. 

I am of opinion that tlie Niitive officers should neither seek nor avoid over- 
tures of the kind alluded to bj^ the Acting Resident ; but, if made, they will, 

I cannot doubt, after ascertaining tlie nature of the oflPers, reveal them to 
Major Wilson. 

One thing is quite certain, the large remittance made from Sattara to Bom- 
bay has not been made for any good purpose. 

(Signed) R. Grant, 

J. Parish. 

P.S. — The Chief Secretary will be good enough to see what can be made 
of the Persian fac-simile. 

(Signed) R. Grant, 

20th September 1837. ^ J. Parish. 


MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, Minute 

by the Governor, 

Dated 30<A September 1837. 30 Sept. 1837. : 

(Subscribed to by Mr. James P’arish.) 

I request the Secretary with me will forward copy of this letter to Lieute- 
nant-Colonel Ovans, and request that officer to is.sue such instructions to Mr. 

Spooner, on the subject of Balcoba Yotia, as he may deem expedient. 

He will also acknowledge the receipt of Mr. Spooner’s letter, and* direct 
him to act agreeably to the Acting Resident’s instructions. 

(Signed) R. Grant, 

J. Parish. 


2 F 
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30th September 1837. 
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MINUTE BY MR. JAMES PARISH. 


(Concurred in by His Excellency Sir J. Keane.) 


I quite concur in the above. 


(Signed) J. Parish, 
J. Keane. 


MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

Dated 2d October 1837. 

riic apprehension of Balcoba Yotia is very satisfactory. 

The conduct of Ballasam Chuprassee appears suspicious, and requires 
explanation. 

Coj)y of the letter sliould be sent to the Acting Resident .with the above 
remark. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans should be requested to issue such instructions to 
Mr. Spooner, relative to the disposal of the prisoner, as he may think fit, and 
Mr. Spooner be directed to attend to the same. 

]Mr. Spooner should also be directed to send to Government Balcoba’s exa- 
mination regarding the Pallee gang. 

I request Mr. Willoughby will be good enough to act on this minute. 

(Signed) IL Guant. 

2d October 1837. 


Minute 

i by the (Jovemor, 
C 2 Oct. 1837. 


1 


y Minute by MINUTE BY MR. .lAMES PARISH, 

■•Mr. Juines Parish, 

a 3 X)ct. 1837. Dated 3d October 1837. 

The Sattara affair appears, I venture to submit, to have now been as com- 
: pletely developed as it is likely to be, and that every day’s delay is now 

giving opportunity to practise on the evidence which Government have ob- 
!: tained ; would it not, therefore, be desirable to instruct Colonel Ovans to 

prepare, with the least delay practicable, a complete report on the whole of 
^ the evidence ; in short, to li amc a case ^supported by the evidence on which 

the decision of the Government of India may be passed, after learning the 
I defence the Raja may make to the statement of facts which will be submitted 

to him. 

(Signed) J. Parish. 

p 3d October 1837. 


Minute 

by the Governor, 
Oet. iftar 


MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 
Dated 4th October 1837. 


(Subscribed to by Mr. James Parish.) 

1. Colonel Ovans’s letter and enclosures of the 27th ultimo should be imme- 
diately transmitted to the Government of India : it strongly corroborates the 
views we have already submitted to that authority, regarding the inexpediency 
of permitting Dr. Milne to act as the Raja’s advocate. 

2; In the third paragraph the Acting Resident most completely refutes one 
of Dr. Milne’s assumptions, namely, that Colonel Lodwick was impressed 
with the conviction of the Raja’s innocence. Much more might be said on 
tliis subjec-t; bull shall i)urposely abstain from prolonging a controversy on a 
point whij^h, I regret to state, admits of no doubt. 


3. The 
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3. The explanation regarding the person, named Biion Seleh, alluded to 
in Dr. Milne’s communication to the Government of India, appears to me to 
be quite satisfactory. This man volunteered to put Lieutenant Durrack in 
possession of treasonable documents, and the proceedings of that officer, in 
consequence, were, in my opinion, altogether unexceptionable. 

4. The particular attention of the Government of India should be requested 
to the sixth and following paragraphs of Colonel Ovans’s letter ; they should 
also be especially referred to the documents marked Nos. 2 and 3, accom- 
panying the despatch. 

5. It appears that, on the 25th June, Dr. Milne wrote as follows to Juggo- 
nath Sunkerseth, Esq. : You will be rejoiced to learn, and I am happy to 
“ inform you, that the orders from Bengal, in regard to the Raja of Sattara’s 
“ concerns, have been most perfect; for not only, as you know, was the Resi- 
*‘dent ordered to be immediately removed, but the Minister also liberated 

without inquiry, and that the Raja should be requested to state whatever 
“ wishes be had, and all grievances of which he had to complain. This is 
‘‘ acting like a British Government.” 

6. The letter from which the above is extracted was immediately sent to 
Sattara. There is not one particle of truth in what it contains ; and from this 
specimen of Dr. Milne’s veracity, or at least of liis accuracy, the (lovernment 
of India will be able to decide what weight can be given to any representa- 
tions received from the same quarter. 

7. The letter from the Raja’s agent in Bombay, named Rungoba, is also, I 
conceive, deserving of the attention of the Authorities at Calcutta. 

(Signed) R. Grant, 

4th October 1837. J. Parish. 


MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

Dated Ath October 1837. 

I request the Secretary with me will forward copy of Dr. Milne’s letter and 
enclosures to Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans, and the originals to Calcutta. 

(Signed) R. Grant. 

4th October 1837. 


MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

Dated Ath October 1837. 

(Subscribed to by Mr. James Parish.) 

Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans has already been desired to bring his inquiries to 
a termination with all practicable expedition. I happen to know, also, that he 
is preparing a general report. 

The call, therefore, suggested by Mr, Parish, which is otherwise very 
proper, had better, perhaps, be suspended till the inquiry is actually com- 
pleted. 

(Signed) R. Grant, 

4th October 1837. J. Parish. 
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Minute 

by the Governo 
4 Oct. 1837. 


Minute 

by the Governor 
4 Oct. 1837. 


Minute 

by the Governor 
4 Oct. 1837. \ 
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PAPERS. 

Minute 

by the Governor, 
9 Oct. 1837. 


MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

Dated 9th October 1837. 

(Subscribed to by Mr. James Parish.) 

This memorandum contains some useful information, and I request the 
Chief Secretary .will endeavour to obtain further intelligence regarding Syud 
Meer’s proceedings. 

This account of him should be communicated to the Secret Committee. 


9th October 1837. 


(Signed) R. Grant, 
J. Parish. 


Minute MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

by tlic Governor, 

(without date). Without Date, 

(Subscribed to by Mr. James Parish.) 

As some of the papers connected with this subject have been sent to the 
Government of India, those that have not yet been sent should also be for- 
warded to complete the series. 

(Signed) R. Gra.m, 

J. Parish. 


Minute MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

r the Governor, 

12 Oct. 1837. Bated 12th October 1 837. 

(Subscribed to by Mr. James Parish.) 

1. 1 believe instructions have already been issued that Moropimt Josee 
should be sent to Sattara. 

2. The documents with this letter appear of great consequence. 

3. I retiucst that literal translations of iliem may be immediately made and 
returned with this letter. 

4. I will then request the Secretary with me to forward copies to Lieute- 
nant-Colonel Ovans and the Government of India. 

(Signed) R. Grant, 

12th October 1837. J. Parish. 


I Minute 
hy the Governor, 
i 17 Oct. 1837. 


MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 
Dated 11 th October 1837. 


I request Mr. Willoughby will now act on the last paragraph of my minute 
of the 12th instant. 


(Signed) R. Grant. 


17th October 1837. 
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MINUTE BY TjaE GOVERNOR, 

Dated \lth October 1837. 

1. I request the Secretary in attendance will forward copy of this commu- 
nication to the Government of India, with reference to the letter from Dr. 
Milne on which it comments. 

2. It should be observed, that Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans has refuted, in a 
most satisfactory manner, the aspersions which Dr. Milne has presumed to cast 
on the 23d Regiment of Native Infantry, one of the finest and best behaved 
corps of the army of this Presidency. 

3. The Government of India will not fail to observe, that the document on 
which Dr. Milne relies, as supporting his charge against the 23d Regiment, 
was merely a notice given to the Sattara Government not to give the regi- 
ment credit in the town of Sattara, to avoid disputes, in conformity with a cus- 
tom prevailing in all military bazars. 

4. In addition to what is stated in the sixth paragraph regarding the witness 
Kooslira, the Government of India may be referred to the Commission’s pro- 
ceedings for information regarding the very peculiar circumstances under 
which this man’s evidence was obtained. He did not come forward volun- 
tarily, but having accidentally accompanied his master when he proceeded to 
tlio Residency, he was recognized by the Soobadars as having been present 
during their interview with the Dewan, and was thus constrained to confess 
the fact. 


SATTAHA 

PAPEHS# 

•-~>v ' ■■■ 

Minutb ' 
by the Governor 
17 Oct. 183ffe 


/), 1 concur in the Acting Resident’s remarks in the seventh and eighth para- 
graphs, and must again repeat ray conviction that it is highly inexpedient to 
permit a man in Dr. Milne’s situation to interfere in a case of this kind. 

(Signed) R. Grant. 

17th October 1837. 


MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 
Dated 17t/t October 1837. 


Minute 

bv llie Governor^ ■ 
1l7 0cU 1837, ' 


I request the Secretary in attendaftce will send copies of this letter and en- 
closures to Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans, and then forward the original to the 
Government of India. Dr. Milne is very much mistaken if he thinks he can 
shake the case against the Raja by depositions like those submitted in this 
and his former communications. 

- (Signed) R. Grant. 

17th October 1837. 


MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR. Minuto 

by the Governor,? 

Without Date. (without date.)- ‘ 

(Subscribed fo by Mr. James Parish.) 

Copy of this letter and enclosure should be sent to the Government of India, 
ii^rcference to Dr. Milne’s letter of the 12th ultimo, already forwarded to that 
authority. 

(Signed) R. Gbant, 

J. Fakxsh. 


2G 
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MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

Dated 19tk October 1837. 

(Subscribed to by Mr. James Parish.) 

@|I think the Chief Secretary may spare himself the trouble of trying to make 
out the fac-simile, as I believe it would be thrown away. 

In consequence of the, to me surprising, letter from the (^vernment of 
India, dated the 2d instant, on Sattara affairs, I think we had better suspend 
sending any further papers connected with those affairs to that Government, 
till we can consider a little the position in which we are placed by the letter 
in question. 

This docs not apply to letters which ought to have been sent before, and 
were omitted by accident. 

(Signed) R. Graxt, 
1.9th October 1837. J. Farish. 


Minute MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

by the Governor, 

19 Oct. 1937. Dated I9lh October 1837. 

(Subscribed to by Mr. James Farish.) 

A copy of this letter should immediately ( and if it possibly can by this day's 
post ) be sent to the Acting Resident at Sattara for his remarks. The best 
answer would, perhaps, be a digest of, and report on the whole of the evidence 
which Colonel Ovaiis has taken on the Sattara case ; but this must be left to 
his own judgment. 

1 think the above suggested communication for Colonel Ovans had better 
be sent open^ through Mr. Willoughby, for that officer’s information on mat- 
ters to which he has paid very great attention. It will lose no time by going 
to him, and he may, if he pleases, forward it to Colonel Ovans by express. 

(Signed) R. Grant, 

I9th October 1837. J. Farish. 


SATTARA 

PAPERS. 


Minute 

by the Governor, 
19 Oct. 1837. 


Minnie MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

by ilw' (lovernor, 

28 Oct. 1837, Dated 2%th October 1837. 

I request the Secretary in attendance will transmit copy of this letter to 
the Government of India. 

(Signed) R. Grant. 

28th October 1837. 

Minute MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

by the (jnvernor, ^ ^ 

.30 Oct. 1837. Dated 30tli October 1837. 

1 request the Secretary in attendance will forward copy of Dr. Milne’s 
letter and enclosures to Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans, and inform that officer 
that, as it relates to, and animadverts on his proceedings at Sattara, it will not 
be forwarded until Government receive such observations and explanations us 
he may have to offer. 

* (Signed) R. Grant. 


30th October 1837. 



GOVERNMENT 116 

MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

Dated With October 1837. 

(Subscribed to by Mr. James Parish.) 

1. I have perused, with equal surprise and regret, the letter from the 
Government of India dated the 2d instant ; for I conceive that, if the course 
suggested in the concluding ^paragraph be pursued, the credit of the British 
Government will be seriously impaired. 

2- I think that letter should now be simply acknowledged, and the 
Government of India informed that we deemed it expedient to communicate 
their sentiments to the Acting Resident at Sattara. Copy of our letter to 
Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans, and of that officer’s reply of the 23d instant, 
should, at the same time, be submitted for the information of the Governor- 
General of India in Council. 

3. In reference to the latter communication, the Government of India 
should be earnestly intreated to suspend their judgment on the Sattara case, 
until the reports therein alluded to are received, the Acting Resident’s inves- 
tigation having, according to his report, been nearly brought to a conclusion. 

4. The Government of India should be further informed, that, in submitting 
these reports, we propose to communicate our sentiments on the case gene- 
rally as it now stands, and such observations as occur to us on their letter of 
the 2d instant. 

(Signed) R. Grant, 

30th October 1837, J. Farish. 


MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

Dated 7th November 1 837. 

I think copy of this letter should be immediately sent to the Acting Resi- 
dent at Sattara, with orders to act, as far as practicable, in conformity with 
the wishes of the Government of India ; namely, to bring inquiries already 
commenced to an early conclusion, and to abstain from further inquiries of a 
collateral nature. 

On this letter I reserve to myself the liberty of future remark. 

(Signed) R. Grant, 

7th November 1837. J. Parish. 


MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

Dated 24^A November 1337. 

(Subscribed to by Mr. James Parish.) 

This letter, and the one from Dr. Milne to which it is a reply, and in my 
mind a most satisfactory one, should be forwarded to the Government of 
India. 

Although we have given a strong opinion against Dr. Milne being permitted 
to interfere in this matter, I think we ought to request the attentive consider- 
ation of the Government of India to th§ just and forcible remarks of the Acting 
Resident on the same subject, and to the misstatements contained in Dr. 
Brine’s communications. • 

(Signed) . R. Grant, 

24th November 1837. J. Parish. 
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MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

Without Date, 

(Subscribed to by Mr. James Farish.) 

Dr. Milne’s letter, and this plain and manly reply from Lieutenant-Colonel 
Ovans, should now be forwarded to the Government of India. 

Dr. Milne’s various letters should be simply acknowledged. 

(Signed) R. Grant, 

J. Parish. 


Minute MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

; by the Governor, 

9 Dec. 1837 . Dated ^th December 1 837. 

(Subscribed toby Mr. James Farish.) 

1* The information contained in Mr. Dunlop’s letter of the 29th ultimo, and 
the documents accompanying it, will be found to corroborate, in a very 
remarkable manner, the evidence forwarded with a report received from the 
Acting Resident at Sattara on the intrigues of the Raja of Sattara with the 
Authorities at Goa, whicli is now under my consideration, and which I shall 
shortly submit to the Board, with such observations as occur to me. 

2- Copy of this communication should be immediately sent to Lieutenant- 
Colonel Ovans for any remarks he may wish to offer ; and when that officer’s 
report is forwarded to the Government of India, Mr. Dunlop’s should accom- 
pany it. 

3. Mr. Dunlop should be requested to inform Shunkershwur Shunteen 
Bhartee, that the intrigues of his predecessor have been detected, and that the 
only way in which he can expect to avert the penalties of such conduct is, by 
affording Government every information in his power, and by furnishing us 
with all the documents in bis possession, or within his reach, calculated to 
throw light on these proceedings. 

4. In particular, Mr, Dunlop should be informed that Government deem 
it of great importance to obtain easy possession of the original thylec from 

the Raja of Sattara to the address of a Portuguese who is said to have left the 

country before it was delivered.” It may aid Mr. Dunlop’s inquiries if he 
is informed that the Raja’s correspondence is believed to have been carried on 
with Don Manoel de I^ortugal e Castro, Viceroy of Goa, and that the doctor 
he alludes to as having been one of the agents on the occasion, though called 
Iricool, was one Ilerculano. 

5. Mr. Dunlop may be further informed that Government expect to derive 
information of importance on this subject from the zeal and intelligence of 
Ram Row Akhbarnavees. 

6. I cannot quite excuse Chintamun Row’s conduct, as reported in the 
seventh paragraph, for it is clearly his duty to have communicated to the Political 
Agent the •reports which had reached him regarding Swamce’s proceedings. 
I trust he will now make up for this neglect by aiding Government in deve- 
loping the truth. I think considerable light may be thrown on these trans- 
actions by our obtaining copies of Chintamun Row’s letter to the Swamee 
and fo the Raja, alluded to in the seventh paragraph of Mr. Dunlop’s letter. 
He, should be informed accordingly, and the Political Agent should be 
requested to confer with the Chief in person, in preference to resorting to toy 
intermediate agency. 

7. The Political Agent should finally be informed, that Government await 
witk sotye anxiety the result of his further inquiries, and, as previously 


SATTAEA 

PAPERS. 

m^c 

jiby theOovemer, 
(without date). 



GOVERNMENT QF BOMBAY. 117 

directed, request that he will not avail himself of the conditional leave granted SATTARA 
to him to visit Bombay imtil his inquiries have been fully completed. PAPERS. 

8. The native documents should be sent to Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans 
in original (copies being retained here), as he may very probably be able to ^Dec.Tw.**' 
ascertain who wrote them. 

(Signed) R. Grant. 

9th December 1837. 


MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 
Dated 2d February 1838. 


Minute 

by the Governor, 
2 Feb. 1838. 


(Subscribed to by Mr. James FaTish.) 

1. The documents accompanying Mr. Dunlop’s letter of the 15th instant 
strongly corroborate Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans’s report, respecting the Raja of 
Sattara’s communications with Goa. 


2. I shall hereafter have occasion to offer some observations on this com- 
munication, in connexion with the report alluded to; and, in the mean time, 
I have only to propose, that copy of it, and of Mr. Dunlop’s letter of the 6th, 
should be sent to Lieutenant- Colonel Ovans, and the Native documents in 
original, for any remarks he may have to offer, and in the expectation that the 
Native documents may be identified by some of the persons at Sattara engaged 
in tliCvSe proceedings. 

3. The orders of the ( iovcrnrncnt of India are, I think, a bar to our insti- 
tuting tlie inquiries which the documents obtained by Mr. Dunlop naturally 
suggest ; but that gentlemairs proceedings may be entirely approved, and he 
may be instructed to use every exertion to obtain possession of the other docu- 
ments alluded to in his letter, but more especially the alleged treaty between 
Don Manoel and the Raja of Sattara. 

4. I shall hereafter notice the important fact of the formal inquiry at Sattara, 
and the contingent one at Dharwar, each being conducted by officers quite 
independent of each other, producing similar results, implicating the same 
persons, and eliciting similar facts. Ts it therefore possible that concert or 
collusion can exist? and can the most sceptical refuse to believe that the 
RaJi^ of Sattara really did conceive the mad project of forming a treasonable 
alliance with the Goa Government ? .But 1 am anticipating a minute which I 
have under preparation on Lieutenant- Colonel Ovans’s report on the same 
subject. 

(Signed) R. Grant. 

2d February 1838. 


MINUTE BY MR. JAMES PARISH, 

Dated 3d February 1838. 

I entirely concur in the course proposed by the Rightf Honourable the 
Governor. 

(Signed) J. Parish, 


Minute by 
Mr. James Farish,^ 
3 leb. 1838. 


3d February 1838. 
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MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

Without Date. 

(Subscribed to by the Board.) 

Copy of this may be sent to Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans. 

A diamond ring is particularly alluded to by several of the witnesses in the 
Goa case. I think the depositions should at once be called for, as they may 
throw further light on the subject; and Mr. Dunlop maybe informed that, 
although it is admitted the Swamee was concerned in these intrigues, it is of 
importance to ascertain in what manner, and to what extent, he was so 
implicated. 

(Signed) R. Grant. 


MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

Dated \0th March 1838. 

(Subscribed to by Mr. James Parish.) 

Copy of this letter and the enclosures in original, with a request that they 
may be returned, should be sent to the Acting Resident at Sattara; with a 
further request that he will offer any remarks which may occur to him on the 
documents obtained by Mr. Dunloji, with as little delay as possible. 

I hope very shortly to be able to submit to the Board my sentiments, 
founded on the information obtained by Messrs. Ovans and Dunlop, regarding 
the intrigues at Sattara. 

(Signed) R, Grant. 

10th March 1838. 


MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

Dated lOth March 1838. 

(Concurred in by Mr. James Parish.) 

1 . Copy of this letter with the enclosures in original may be sent to Colonel 
Ovans for his remarks, with a request that the latter may be returned. 

2. The two documents purporting to be from Don Manoel, are evidently 
not original. They appear to be Mahratta translations of letters, but written 
in the Portuguese character. 

3. The substance of No. 2, I am informed, is that the Viceroy had received 
the Raja of Sattara’s letter of the 9th, and perceiving that the Maharaj waa in 
the enjoyment of good health, the news had given him great pleasure. It is 
dated 25th January 1831. 

4. The substance of the paper No. 3 is, that the Viceroy had received Swaniy 
Bharty’s letter sent by Nago Deorao, as well as the verbal message sent by 
him, and the Viceroy promises to write to theBharty, as occasion may require. 
It is dated 13th August 1833. 

/The Acting Resident at Sattara may probably obtain some information re- 
spciling them from Raojee Kotenees ; but the documents are, at all events, of 
some value, as clearly proving the existence of an intrigue with Goa some 
years back. 

G. Mr, Dunlop may have the leave applied for, provided he is of opinion 
flint it is iiot likely, by remaining, he will be able to obtain further docuraen- 

tary 
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tary evidence in elucidation of the subject of this letter ; and he may be 
reminded, that the treaty alleged to have been entered into between the Raja 
of Sattara and the Viceroy of Goa has not yet been obtained. 


10th Mardh 1838. 


(Signed) R. Grawt. 


MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR. 

Dated 23^/ March 1838. 

(Subscribed to by the Board.) 

There can, I think, be no doubt that it is our bounden duty to afford full 
and efficient protection to the persons herein alluded to, and the mode sug- 
gested by the Acting Resident in his fourth paragraph seems as little objec- 
tionable as any that could be adopted. 

1 sec no objection, eitlier, to a moderate sum being allotted as subsistence to 
the witness Abba Parusnees, pending the termination of our proceedings at 
Sattara. 

I hope to be able, in a very few days, to submit my sentiments on the Goa 
case, which is exceedingly strong against the Raja. 

(Signed) R. Grant. 

23d March 1S38, 


MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

Wiifwut Date, ^ 

(Subscribed to by the Board.) 

Tiic removal of these persons to Mahowice is a good arrangement, as it 
would, under existing circumstances, be difficult to afford them efficient 
protection. 

I think copy of this correspondence should be sent to the Governor General, 
to shew the attempts made to injure the witnesses who have come forward 
against the Raja. 

His Lordship may, at the same time, be informed that a considerable portion 
of the rcmiiindcr of the Sattara case is in the hands of the copyist, and will be 
forwlirdcd without delay. 

(Signed) R. Grant. 


MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

^ -(Concurred in by Mr. James Farish) 

Mr. Spooner’s proceedings may be approved. 

(Signed) R. Grant. 


MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 


Dated 28/A March 1838. 
(Subscribed to by the Board.) 


1. I would propose that the prisoners. No. C, 7, and 8, alluded to in Mr. 
Spooner’s report, be committed for trial, for having conspired togctlier, with 
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Minute 
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other pereiihs, to attack the British factory at Tih^ria^ 
treasure belonging to the Compaoy there in deposit. 


Minute 



the Govetnor, 
Mardi 18S8. 


2. Any other British subject known or suspected of having joined in this 
combination, and similarly circumstanced with Nos. 6, 7, and 8|^ouldt in 
like manner, be committed for trial. * 


3. No. 5, although a British subject, was not apprehended in our territory, 
but was seized and made over to us by the Chieftain of Waree. Mr. Spooner, 
referring to Regulation XL of 1827. Section 4, is of opinion that he is not 
amenable to our Courts, but I cannot agree with him. If the law now looks 
for this person, it will find him within the Bombay territory, and this I con- 
ceive to be sufficient. 


4. The above persons should be tried before the Session Judge of Tanna, 
on his approaching circuit, who may be requested to forward the proceedings 
on the trial to Government, and the Magistrate may be directed, in case the 
prisoners (as I think very likely) are acquitted, not to enlarge them without 
substantial security being exacted from them. 

5. Thd subjects of the Waree State charged with being concerned in the 
design to attack Vingorla Factory may be detained at Rutnagheery, until we 
are informed of the result of the trial of our own subjects. 

(Signed) R. Grant. 

28th March 1838. 


Minute MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

f: by the Governor, 

I, 5 May 1838. Dated 5th May 1838. 

1. I now proceed to lay before my Colleagues my sentiments, in detail, on 
Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans’s report of 11th November, with its copious enclo- 
sures, and on his supplementary letters, dated as per margin,* in explanation 
and elucidation of that report. 

2. I regret the delay that has occurred in the execution of this duty, but 
cannot impute it to myself as matter of blame. The Political Secretary 
having undertaken to methodize the voluminous evidence adduced, and to 
prepare separate summaries of the several portions of it applicable to all the 
material facts of the case, I thought it important to await the completion of 
those summaries, or at least of the greater part of them, before I should sub- 
mit my sentiments to tlie Board. That work Mr. Willoughby has, by dint 
of indefatigable exertion, at length achieved, and the suirimaries, twelve in 
number, which 1 can venture to say are not more clear than they are accurate, 
accompany the present minute. 

3. I should do much less than justice, however, to Mr. Willoughby, if I 
represented the preparation of these summaries as the only service which }\e 
has rendered me on this occasion. On every part of the case I have found his 
aid invaluable, not only in pointing to the information immediately relevant, 
but in imparting his own conclusions and opinions. While I am happy, how- 
ever, to pay to the Secretary this tribute, I am bound to add, tliat even from 
him 1 have taken nothing on trust. I have studied the whole case for myself* 
and that which I am about to offer to the Board is my own independent judg- 
ment of its merits. 

4. It would, indeed, ill become me in the discharge of the serious duty to 
which I am called, to assert any fact which I had not carefully verified, to 
deliver any opinion which I had not first well weighed and considered. Of 
all the questions, judicial or political, with which my present office has 
brought me in contact, I hold the question respecting the guilt or innocence 

of 
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of the Raja of Sattara to be decidedly the most important. The magnitude of 
the interests which it involves, and the extent, and in some sense complexity, 
of the evidence on which the adjudication of it must hinge, would alone give 
it a consequence greatly above the ordinary level of our proceedings ; but this 
effect is enhanced by the turn which the discussion has taken, and the very 
peculiar position into which it has brought the Bombay Government. 

. 5. I need not say that, in the earlier stages of the present investigation, 
our proceedings had the good fortune to meet with the entire approval of the 
Government of India. All the information, however, which we could then 
collect was derived from but a few sources, and was comparatively scanty, 
and the Government of India expressed a wish for further information. We 
exerted ourselves to meet that wish ; and in entering on a more extended field 
of inquiry, we were acting, as conceived, immediately by the direettions 
of that (lovernment, and securely counted on their sanction and countenance. 
The various clues to discovery, therclore, which the first in(|uiry suggested, 
were followed out with diligence, and a vast mass of new evidence has been 
elicited ; but no great progress liad been made in this work, when the Su|)rome 
(Fovenunent was pl(?ascd to disa|)|)rove of the course we weri- pursuing, and to 
call on us to termurate it at the earliest possible moment. To close our pro- 
c.c;eilings abruptly would Iiave been 1‘at.al to tiici reputation, not onlv'^ of this 
iioverjiiiient, but, as 1 conscientiously l>elieve, of the British jnvwerin general, 
for wnsdom, firmness, and justice. The responsibility, however, of going for- 
ward, even to a limited extent, was heavy and painful. It is asionisliing liow 
(juickJy the opinion gained gromia at Sattara, tliat the Boml)ay Authorities, 
in the active measures in which they still persisted, were seriously compro- 
mising their credit with llie higher Authorities to whont they were uccountabic. 
Animated by tliis Ixdief, the parties, whose interests the inquiry tlireatened to 
affect adversely, inad(^ every attempt to thwart or elude it ; and, ricii and un- 
scrupulous, they had in no small degree the means of aeeomplisliing their 
ol)jcct. The public press of Bombay'^ meauwdiile rung with necessarily uucon- 
tradicted declarations against our cruel, opfircssivc, and inquisitorial conduct, 
'fo attacks like these' no powers of language that. I possess can ade(|uately 
rci>rescnt my |)roibuiid iiiditferciice, so long as 1 both know them to be unjust, 
and feel myscll’ sulIicicntJy sup|H)rted to be enabled to proct'cd with a firm 
sk?p in tliat path which the public interests prescribe. But, unhappily, tliese 
iuvec'.tives, wliicth, in fact, einruiated from well known intriguers at Sattara, 
reaeted on the impi:ession at that place, and aggravated tfie ditliculties of the 
inquiry in which we were engaged. Thus sitnatetl ourselves, wc yet felt it 
our duty to give no cold or vaciilating support to the able and zealous officer 
im mediately charged wdth those iiM]uirie.s. Through good and evil rej)ort we 
have jx^rsevered ; have taken it on ourselves to protract, to t.lic latest moment, 
that cessation of operations which had been enjoined ; and thougli, even yet, 
sonie lilies of inquiry remain unpiirsucxl, have at length act[uired a sufficient 
body of facts, to settle, as I believe, tlic question at issue. 

0. Under these circumstances, however, it cannot be denied, that.thii eha- 
I'ficter of the l^ombay (Sovernincnt is almost as deeply committed on the event, 
of the present discussions as that of tlie ruler of Sattara. We owe it to our- 
selves to shew, that we have not acted lightly, or harshly, or credulously ; 
that, from' first to last, we have liad no obji^ct but vhe discovery of truth, and 
have taken no measures but sucii as that object justified ; that there were good 
and rational grounds for the several inquiries instituted, and that those inqui- 
ries have uniformly been prosecuted witli judgment, with pnidciice, witli ail 
practicable dispatch, and with the utmost consideration for the i’eelings and 
interests of individuals, which could be made to consist with a supreme regard 
to the ends of justice. 

7. By what 1 have just observed, 1 must not be understood to say, that 
1 deem it essential to the credit of this (ioveriirnent to jirovc that tlie Raja of 
Sattara is guilty. All that 1 mean is tiiis, that, whether he be' guilty or not, 
we umsl jirove that his acts ha\ e not been subjected to a minuter or sevevc'r 
scrutiny than the interests of truth and of the British Government fully war- 
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ranted and positively required. That wc arc strong- at least to this extent, I 
have no liesitation in affirming; and whe^n this is made out, tlie vindication of 
the Bombay Authorities will, as I conceive, be complete. 

8. I cannot, however, stop here. I am bound to say that, in my opinion, 
the criminality of the Raja is but too well proved. 1 thought so, even on the 
evidence reported tons by the Commissioners in 1836; but the copious addi- 
tions that have since been made to that evidence, bring home to his Highness 
a greatly aggravated degree of delinquency. It appears that his character 
has been entirely mistaken, both by the local and the Home Authorities. We 
esteemed him a grateful, attached, and obedient friend, content with the 
limited but resficctabie dignity to which he had been elevated, and anxious 
only fertile iniprovement of tlu; conqiact and valuable territory placed under 
his charge. It now turns out, that he has for years been the secret, but deter- 
mined foe of his acknowledged patrons, eagerly desirous of comprising within 
his possession all the extensive dominions once governed by Ins ancestors, and 
actively engaged in the most frantic projects for realizing ilie dreams of his* 
guilty ambit ion. 

[), In advancing to a more particular examination of that part of his trea- 
cherous proceedings which is now to be considered, I will only further pre- 
mise that, though nearly last in the order of discovery, it was hrst in that of 
events. In truth, his endeavour to corrupt the fidelity of our Native troops 
was only the out-break of the ]>iot, the overt result o(* a long course of secret 
machinations, of which w’c arc now to trace the origin and gradual progress. 

10. There is ample reason to believe, and T sliall hereafter adduce the evi- 
dence for the statement, that even from the first moment of his being seated 
on the of Sattara, the feelings of the Raja and his family were rather 
those of extreme elation and vanity than of content or thankfulness. There is 
no evidence, however, of his having formed any scheme of the sort now under 
consideration till about six years afterwards. TJie first person, as far as 
appears, who suggested to him such a design, was the Swameo of Simkcsh- 
wur, a sort of sacred chief or ])riest in the Southern Mahratta country, and a 
person of great wealth, influence, and intrigue. By the instigation of this 
individual, the Raja was led to aim at forming a connexion with the Portu- 
guese at Goa, the only foreign European power wdtliin his reach, with the 
ultimate object of enlarging his dominions and establishing his independence. 

11. As any communication on the part of tlie Raja wdtli any foreign jjowxt 
was in direct violation of tlie Treaty of the 20tli September 1819, and, even 
without reference to his ulterior designs, snl>jected him, l)y the terms of that 
treaty, to a forfeiture of the sovereignty which had been bestowed on him, it 
may be proper lierc to quote the specific article of the treaty which relates to 
this subject. 

12. “AuTJcnK V. — The Raja, for himself, and for his successors, engages to 
“ forb(jar from all intercourse with foreign powers, and with all Sirdars, Jagheer- 
** dars. Chiefs, and M inisters, and all persons of whatever description, who are not 

by the above articles rendered subject to his Highness’s authority. With all 

the above persons his Highness, for himself and for his heirs and successors, 

“ engages to have no connexion or correspondence. Any affairs that may 
“ arise with them relating to his Highness are to be exclusively conducted by 

the British Government. If, for the purjiose of forming matrimonial con- 

nexions for his Highness's family, or for any similar purpose, his Higlmcss 
“ has occasion to communicate wdth persons not rendered subject to his autho- 
• ' rity by this agreement, such communication is to be made entirely through 
** the Political Agent. 

13. ‘‘ This article is a fundamental condition of the present agreement, and 
“ any departure from it on the Raja’s part, shall subject him to the loss of 

all the advantages he may gain by the said agreement.” 

14. It may conduce to a clear apprehension of the case, if I give a brief 
outliinj of , the proceedings of the Raja in this matter, before I proceed to 

detail 
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15. The Swamee already mentioned appears not only to have formed the- Miaftto; 
project of apolitical intrigue with Goa, but even to have taten some steps 

towards carrying it into execution, so far, at least, as related to the acquire- 
lueiit of information, before it was imparted to the Raja of Sattara, Some 
time in the early part of the year 18'25, or possibly sooner, he deputo<l two 
emissaries to the Goa district, one of whom saw a medical officer attached to 
the Portuguese aiHiy or government, who is named in the proceedings, “Irkoor’ 
or ‘‘ Erculan,” but whose real name is Herculano de Nova* .It is stated by a 
witness* intimately acquainted with these proceedings from a very early date, 
though not till a few months after the time of the mission just mentioned, that 
the emissaries reported to the Swanice on their return, that the Goa Autho- 
rities were not indisposed to tlie design, but Avanted funds; and this led to 
the communication with the Raja of Sattarji. 

16. It was arranged that the Swamee should visit the Raja; and the visit 
took place shortly before the Raja set out to attend the Singlmst at Nassick, 
a Hindu ceremony of great celebrity, which takes jdacc only every twelfth 
year. The last, celebration occurred only in 1837, and the preceding occa- ‘ 
sion, to wliich the narrative refers, of course in 1825. What passed at the 
conference between the Swamee and the Raja can only be collected from the 
sequel ; except that it abundantly appears that the Swamee recommended, 
as the chief agent to be employed in the pro])oscd intrigue, a person named 
Nago Dcorao, who seems to have been already known to the Raja, though 
better to the Swamee, and who had, in fact, been one of the two emissaries 
already deputed by the latter to the Goa country. 

17. Some delay seems (o have taken place in acting on the design. The 
ditferent movements of Nago, for two or three years after the period already 
mentioned, are described by persons who were then iit his service, and it 
does not apf)ear, whatever may have been the reason, that he again visited Goa 
till after the arrival of “ Don Maiioel dc Portugal e Castro,’' as Viceroy at that 
place. This personage assumcjd the government of Goa on the 1 1th October 
1827, and resigned it in February 1835, tliougli he did not finally quit India 
till March 1836. Shortly after his accession, but I am unable to fix the exact 
date, Nago, througli the medium of one Raojec Kotcnces, a resident of the 
village? of Araba in the Goa lcrritor\% and of Erculan or Herculano before 
mentioned, Avas introduced to the new Viceroy’s confidential stcAvard, and by 
tlie joint aid of these three persons lie finally obtained admission to tlie 
presence of the Viceroy himself, and personally explained the object of the 

Raja of Sattara. ' 

18. I will hereafter observe on the views Avliich may have influenced the 
Portuguese Authorities in this afliiir , but, in the meantime, the question is, 
as to the ]K)sitive evidence before us ; and judging from that, I. feel no doubt of 
the fact, improbable as it may appear, that' the overtures of Nago were very 
favourably received. Complete confidence, however, Avas not established be- 
tween the parties until about June 1831, Avhen the aforesaid Herculano and 
Raojee Kotenees proceeded to Sattara, held a clandestine interview at night 
AA'ith the Raja, and received an honourable reception, and assurances that the 
proposals made by Nago Deorao did in reality emanate from his Highness. 

On this occasion a letter from the Viceroy to the Raja was delivered and read, 
and handsome presents were given, not only to the Portuguese emissaries, but 
to the Sattara agents. 

ly. About the same time the Raja assigned specific salaries to Nago Deorao 
and the rest of the agents, and the communications between Goa and Sattara 
became constant and frequent. A considerable disbursement of money took 
lilace, the funds being indirectly received from the Raja, and expended’, on' 
account of thd intrigues, by a banker of Sattara named Teejeeram. The 

books 
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books of this person have been obtained, and from these it appears, that the 
disbursements were larger in 1835 than at any former period- In the course 
of the intrigue, ^ago Deorao had various meetings with the Raja of Sattara 
and Don Manoel ; the Raja had also various meetings with Raojee Kotenees, 
and with the other agents employed. Correspondence and letters passed be- 
tween the Raja and the Governor of Goa. On one occasion a supply of 
money was received direct from the Senaputtee, an officer not only high in the 
Raja’s confidence, but his near relation. 





20. Don Manoel having ceased to be Governor of Goa, IRit not having as 
yet taken his departure for Europe, Mahdeo Row Sirkey was deputed by the 
Raja of Sattara to pay the ex-Viceroy a visit. So far as any particular reason 
is required or can be traced out for the apjiointment of a new representative 
of the Raja at this late period, it is pretty plain that his Highness, or Iris' 
Sattara advisers, had begun to feel some doubt whether the statements of 
Nago were quite to be trusted, and selected a person totally independent of 
Nago’s })arty, in order to test their truth. But, without reference to this 
explanation, the delegation of a new envoy, to convey to the ex- Governor the 
parting presents and compliments of the Raja, and that envoy (as it is said), 
a relation of his Highness, could not but be considered a peculiar mark of 
respect. Nago accomjianicd the Sirkey on this visit, which took place in 
September or October 1835. Before the end of that year Nago repaired to 
Sattara, where lie obtained from the Raja a sum of 8,000 rupees, chiefly with 
a view to defray the expenses of sending to Europe with Don Manoel an 
agent on behalf of his Highness. With -1,000 rupees out of this sum in 
hoondees, and with clothes purchased with a part of the remainder, Nago was 
hasting back to Goa, when all the hoondees, and clothes to the value of near 
1,000 ru[>cos, were carried otf liy robbers. A delay took jilace in procuring 
fresh hoondees ; and to this circumstance we may perhaps ascribe it, that the 
design of disjjatcliing an agemt with Don Manoel was defeated. Certain it 
is, that Nago never * 4 gain saw the ttx-Vieeroy, who embarked for Europe, as 
I have said, in March. (.h>a now ceased to be (he scene of the intrigue, which 
soon afterwards sufiered a considerable loss by the death of Nago, He expired 
on the 30th .July 1S3(), at W'^arree, whither he liad come to take measures for 
the recovery of the clothes of* wliicli lie had been plundered. On his death- 
bed, Nago delivered over certain seals and jiapcrs to his brother-in-law, 
Balcoba Kelkur, and dictated and verified, by adding a character or two in 
his own handwriting, a letter to the Raja of Sattara, recommending to his 
Highiies.s’s protection his family and de])endcnts. 

21. The death of Nago, however, did not terminate the intrigue. About 
that very time, tlie attempts to seduce the officers of the 23d Regiment were 
in a course of jnogress, and the Raja immediately afterwards especially 
directed Raojee Kotences and another agent to take measures for dispatching 
Erenlan, or some other person on his behalf, to Portugal. For the fulfilment 
of this order, Raojee and Narraiu repaired, in September 1836, to Bombay, 
and from thence corresponded with Erenlan, who was at Damaun. They 
were not aware that, by this time, the plot had been detected at Sattara ; 
and the discovciry, though partial at first, has since swelled out into the 
voluminous mass of matter to which I am now calling the attention of the 
Board. 

22. The above outline will be found to accord, in material points, with 
Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans’s report of the 11th November last. The evidence 
by wliich it is supported consists of two parts, the first oral, the second 
documentary ; on each of which 1 will now observe, at .that length which the 
importance of the case demands. 

23. My remarks on the oral evidence may be conveniently divided into the 

four following heads , i 

24. Firstly, A list of the persons who, either by their own* confession, or 
. by good evidence, are proved to have been either implicated in, or privy to, 

the Goa intrigues; with a brief history of each indiyidual, including in 
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material instances tKe part which they respectively took ig| those intrignes, 
and with regard to such of them as have been examined, the evidence given 
by themselves. On this head I would remark, that I have not entirely con- 
*fined myself to the Acting Resident’s report of the 11th November last, or 
to the evidence connected with it, but have occasionally availed myself of 
information to be found in former reports and proceedings on the Sattara case 
generally. 

25. Secondly,'! will call attention to the evidence by which all the mate- 
rial facts and circumstances which compose the case are proved. For this 
purpose I have deemed it proper to avail myself of the twelve summaries 
prepared -by Mr. Willoughby, to which 1 have already referred. I beg to 
repeat, that my own impressions of the case have been derived from a perusal, 
not of these summaries, but of the original evidence itself. To say the truth, 
I prepared for myself abstracts of the testimony of the most important wit- 
nesses ; but Mr. Willoughby’s summaries present a careful, methodized, and 
digested view of all the material facts as they stand in evidence, and will 
furnish by far the best text for the comments which I am about to ofi*er. 
Speaking comparatively of these summaries with Licntenant-Colonel Ovans’s 
arrangements of the evidence, 1 should say that the latter is good in one 
respect, but bad iji another. It at once shews the mode and order in which 
the evidence was obtained, and the eonsecpicnt improbability of concert or 
collusion among the witnesses, but it wants condensation ; and repeated 
perusals and much consideration arc recpiired before we can prudently pro- 
nounce that any particular fact is fully proved. The summaries of Mr. Wil- 
loughby seem ])recisely intended to supply this defect. Each is confined to 
one subject only. They are principally founded on the evidence marked 
A I. to A 28. of tlic report of the 11th November, with here and there addi- 
tional evidence collected from other sources, which arc indicated, 


26. Thirdly, I will shew that the evidence of most of the witnesses named 
under tlie first head is entitled to credit, not only from the impossibility of 
concert and collusion among them, and the absence of any adequate motive 
for the conspiracy whicli must have been entered into if it be false, but also 
because in many instances their testimony is contrary to the interests Jiud 
presumable wishes of the witnessing parties. 


27. Fourthly and lastly, I will consider how far the testimonies of the wit- 
nesses, both individually and collectively considered, carry with themthe 
appearance of truth and honesty. 

28. The following is a list of persons who, eitlier by their own acknowledg- 
ment or by good and sufficient evidence, are proved to have been implicated 
in, or privy to, the intercourse carried on by his Highness the Raja of Sattara 
with the Authorities at. Goa. 

1st. Nago Deorao, alias Nana Waud. . 

2d. Hurry Punt Fatuck, alias Hurry Bullab Fatuck. 

3d. Nana Fatuck. 

4th. Narrain Bhutt Chittey. 

5th. Morapunt Joscie Kodowley Kur. 

6thl Balcrishua liagoonalh, alias Balkoba Kclkur. 

7th. Dajee Balumbhut, alias Dajeeba Waeed. 

8th. Balumbhut Moongeykur. 

9th. Teejeeram Jawhurdoss, 

10th. Bhugwan Teejeeram. 

1 1 th. Wassodeo Shastry Agasee. 

12th. Govind Row Dewan. 

13th. Luximon Nagesh Waud, alias Lukhoba Waud. 

14th. Kessow Bucheerow Josee. 

15th. Gopal Jyeram Kolutkur. 

16th. Molrapuut Putwurdhun Waeekur. 
i7th. Nilloo Abbajee Bhenkunkur. • 

18th. Abbajee Narrain Josee. 
jrv 19th. Sunjeewun Tyling Bhramin. 
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20th. Aujipe bin Peerajee Ghatgay. 

21st. Sukhojee bin Limbassee Pursat. 

22d. Wenkappa bin Hillajee Powar. 

23d. Hybuttee bin Jotiajee Yadow. 

24th. Pelloo bin Sooltanjee Patell. 

25th. Khundojee bin Tookajee Powar. 

26th. His Highness the Raja of Sattara. 

27th. Baja Sahib Senaputtee Bhonsleh. 

28th. Diiikur Row Mohiteh. 

29th. Rowlqjec Naik Khaskur. 

30th. Don Manoel de Portugal e Castro, Viceroy of Goa. 

31st. Irkool, alias Erciilan, alias Herculano. 

32d. Essajee Ramkrushna, alias Raqjec Kotences. 

33d. Mogdoom-more, alias Miidumore. 

34th. Niirsew Bhartee Sunker Acharya, Swamee of Suiikeshwur. 

35lh. Mahdeo Row Sirkey. 

36th. The twelve persons named in the petition received by Government 
from (iirjabaee, the mother of (iovind Row Dewan. 

37th. Elqjcc Mohiteh. 

38th. Bhanjee Malircek, and his two sons, Abba and Appa JMareek. 

39th. Purshotum Brahmin. 

40th. Vislinoo Kessoo Dewiistulcy, maternal uncle of Govind Row 
Uewan. 


29. I will no\v oiler a few remarks on the above list, in elucidation of the 
share which each person look in the intrigue, and of the evidence by which 
their participation in it is established. 

30. Nago Deorao, the first person on the list, was, as J have said, the prin- 
cipal agent on the part of the Raja of Sattara. Wassoodeo Agasee fNo. I, 
List A.) states, that \ago first came to Poona iVorn Baroda with some liorse, 
and that he w^as in the Sattara risala of liorse. Dajceba Waud (No. 2, List 
A.) calls him “ Nagoba Nana Wand,’" and he is therefore in these proceedings 
indiscriminately called ‘‘Nago Waeed” and “Nana Waeed." His family 
lived at Waee, about twenty mites from Sattara, and his son (No. 6, List A.) 
states, that liis father, was absent eight years “ iVequeiitly revisiting Sattara, 

“ and used to go to and fro between Kenanee, Waee, Sunkesliwiir, and Goa.” 
Hurry Punt Fatuck (No. 21, List A.) a relation of Nugo Deorao’s, states that 
Nago first eaiiic to Sattara two or three years after the introduction of the 
British rule into the Deccan, and that about tw^elvc years ago he brought the 
Swamee of Sunkesliwiir, and introduced him to the Raja, and that through 
the Swainee’s influence the Raja w'as persuaded to enter into communica- 
tions with Goa. Suiigecwuu (No. 7, List A.) who was in tlie service of Nago 
Deorao’s father and of Nago himself for forty-five years, states that the father 
was in the habit of practising as a royal physician at Poona; that Nago for- 
merly belonged to a risala of liorse at Baroda which was afterwards sent to 
Sattara ; that this was the origin of his connection with the Raja, and that he 
was strongly recommended to the Raja by the Swamee of Sunkeshwur. This 
witness, however, though generally very satisfactory, seems to misplace, by 
about two years, the recommendation he refers to, as a close collation of his 
evidence with tliat of other witnesses will shew. Hybuttee bin Jotiajee (No. 

13, List A.) another servant, places the commencement of Nago’s intimacy 
with the Raja a few days before the Raja proceeded to the Sinkust at Nas- 
sick, on which occasion his master accompanied the Raja as far as Devor: the 
date, therefore, of this intimacy must, as I have already remarked, be fixed 
about the middle of 1 825. Raojee Kotenees (No. 22, List A.) states, that when 
he first became acquainted with Nago Deorao, tie described himself as having 

p[)een physician to the Peishwa, then a Sirdar of five hundred horse at Ahmed- 
■ abaci ; that his father had possessed great influence with the Peishwa ; and 
that he had been a Sirdar of five hundred horse under the English, but had 
given up the service. Raojee further describes Nago as having first visited . 
Goa in the character of the Swamoe’s emissary ; and this Ms not a contradic- ... 
tb E evidence in general, and i.s directly confirmed by the testimony 
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31. All that I think it necessary further to say of Nago, in this place, is. Minute 
that his death, to which I have already adverted, took place at Sawunt, 

Warree on the 30th July 1836, and that his character as an agent in the " 

intrigue is thus given by Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans : “ He appears to have 
been well suited for the purpose, and his zeal is proved by many of the 
** papers which have fallen into my hands. He was a person of considera- 
tion in this country, being the son of Deorao Waud, of Waee, who attended 
** as a physician on Bajee Row, Peisliwa, and who was much in repute with 
the great people at that time about the Court of Poona.” (Report of 11th 
November 1837, paragraph 6.) 

32. The seven following persons on the list were all very active agents in 
,the intrigue under Nago Deorao. 1 class them together, because by one 
another they are frequently termed the “ mundnlee,” or party engaged in the 
aiiair. One of them, Nana Fatuck, the son of Hurry Punt Fatiick, died 
.several years ago; and another of tliein, Balumbhut Moongeykur, is supposed 
to have secreted liimself in tin? (ioa territory. The remaining six have all 
confessed, more or less, the share they took in the Raja’s designs, as 1 shall 
in the sequel shew. Their evidence w^as obtained under such circumstances, 
as altogether to preclude the possibility of their having acted in concert or 
collusion with one another ; and, if this be admitted, the guilt of the Raja 
must be held conclusively established. 

33. Hurry Punt Fatuck (second on the list). This person states, that 
** Nago Deorao was his paternal aunt’s son wdiich sufficiently accounts for 
his having been employed in the intrigue. His evidence is No. 21 of Lieute- 
nant-Colonel Ovaiis’s List, and is most important. Ilis son accompanied 
Nago to Goa. and was one of the persons who, in June 1831, brought the 
Portuguese Herculano to Sattara. After his son’s death in 1832, in conjunc- 
tion with Narrain Bhutt Chittey and Rowlajec Naik, he appears to have had 
the chief management of the (ioa intrigue at Sattara, but he never went him- 
self to (loa. He was one of the Itaja’s salaried agents, ;.ind was one of those 
who lodged funds at the banker Teejeerain’s, to meet the heavy expenses of 
the intrigue. He w'-as in direct communication with the Raja, had several 
interviews with him, and more especially was one of those |)resent at the intro- 
duction of Herculano, and .shared in the liberal gifts bestowed by the Raja on 
that occasion. He further depo-ses, from personal knowledge, to most of the 
transactions of importance, detailed in Mr. Willoughby’s summaries of evi- 
dence. 

34. Narrain Bhutt Chittey (fourth on the list). The occupation of this 
person is thus described by V'isocskwer Bhutt Chittey, his uncle (No. 5 of 
Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans’s list). “ Narrain Bhutt Chittey is iny nephew ; he 

and I live together ; 1 am a bhickshook (one who lives on alms and ’gifts), 
and Narrain Bhutt, by managing communications of people,' gains a 
“ livelihood; he used to act as a Vakeel of Vissajee Punt Nana, the Row^ 

** Sahib Dewan and the Marnlutdar Gopalrow.” Govind How Dewan (No. 

28 of Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans’s list) mentions the remarkable eircumstapee 
of Narrain Bhutt, all of a sudden appearing a man in affluent circumstances; 
so much so, that the owner of the house in which he lived brouglit an action 
against him, on the supposition that he had discovered hidden treasure in the 
house. Govind Row, on seeking an explanation from the Bhutt, was answered 
thus: *‘With the Gomantuck Wala (the Goa# Authorities) the Maliaraj has 
formed some private intercourse, in which business I am concerned, on that 
“ account the Maharaj gives me privately cash for expenses. In this affair 
Nagoba Waeed has been appointed agent on the part of the Maharaj.” ^ The 
Bhutt’s evidence, as will be anticipated from the above account of him, is very 
important* life went several times tQ Goa, first in 1829 and again in 1830-31, 
and was one of the agejits through whom the funds paid to Teejeeram were 
received. He was one of the persons who received an annual salary from the 
with whom he was frequently in direct communication, 



128 


MINUTES OF THE 


SATTARA 
■ PAPERS. 

Minute 

bjr the GoTemor, 
, 5 May 1838. 


actually present at the interview between the Raja and Herculano, but was at 
the time at Sattara, and confirms many of the particulars of that inissionH. 
His testimony regarding various interviews between the Raja and the parties 
employed by him, as well as respecting the correspondence with Goa, is 
exceedingly clear and conclusive; 

35. Morapunt Josee (fifth of my list.) This was another of the principal 
agents under Nago Deorao. He acknowledges that he was in the habit of 
accompanying Nago into the Goa districts. It appears that his uncle, Chin- 
topunt Josee, who died some years ago, was one of Nago's associates, which 
accounts for his own connexion with the intrigue. He states that he and 
Balumbfmt delivered a letter from the Viceroy of Goa to the Raja, and that 
he liimself, on one occasion, received Rupees 2,500 from the Senaputtee on 
account of the Goa affair, which sum he paid to Tee'jeeram. He also proves 
the mission of Mahdeo Row Sirkey to Goa, was with Nago Deorao when he 
died, and wrote the letter to the Raja which Nago dictated on his death-bed. 

30. llalkoba Kelkur (sixth of iny list). This is another of the agents who 
received salaries, and was the brother-in-law of Nago Deorao. lie himself 
says, “ Nago Deorao Nana Waud is the husband of iny sister.’' Accordingly 
he was in Nago’s full confidence, received from him the papers and seals, and 
the letter which he addressed to the Raja on liis death-bed, and took a very 
active part throughout tlie intrigues at Goa, llis evidence will be found to 
bear on all the most remarkable facts detailed in these proceedings. By his 
own account, he does not appear to have accompanied Nago either on his 
visits to the Raja or to the Victuoy, but he accompanied Morapunt Josee to 
the Senaputtee, and fully confirms the statement made by that person, 
regarding the receipt and payment to Teejeerum of the sum of 2,500 rupees. 

37. Dajceba Waeed (seventh of my list). Was the son of Nago Dcorao’s 
cousin, Baliimbhut, and was Nago’s constant companion for nearly three 
years antecedent to his death at Waree in July 1836. He was consequently 
with Nago at Goa, Sattara, Renanee, and "Sunkesliwur, and aflbrcls very 
detailed accounts of his proceedings towards the close of his career. His 
evidence will be found in Nos. 2 and 24 of Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans’s list A, 
and also in the accompanimcjit to the iVeting Resident’s letter of the 12th 
August 1837. His evidence jjartly consists of what lie learnt from Nago 
himself, and latterly of what passed under his oavii observation. It is worthy 
of remark, that the information which this person aflbrdcd at tlic commence- 
ment of the inquiry was fully corrolioratccl afterwards by the other agents 
concerned, who had not then been traced out. He was with Nago at the 
period of his death, and his evidence, in regard to the papers then in the 
possession of that person, is most important, 

38. Tciejeeram Jawhiirdoss, and his son, Bhugwan (No. 9 and 10 of my list), 

are highly important witnesses. They are bankers residing at Sattara, through 
whoriTtlie pecuniary transactions connected with the intrigue were conducted, 
of which transactions they have furnished full evidence from their books. The 
manner in which Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans obtained possession of those 
books, and in which the detailed extracts submitted to him were made and 
verified, are described by that officer in his letter to Government of the 
3d instant. The accuracy of the extracts cannot be impeached ; and it 
seems to me that falsification, on any large scale, was physically impossible. 
The father states, that the names, “ Suopoojee and Doordajee,” in which a 
considerable portion of the account stands, are feigned for Itowlojee Naik, a 
person 'in the service of the Raja; that the money he received came from 
Rowlojec, who has no means of his own, and that it is his belief that it 
;^elonged to the Raja. The Acting Resident reports, that his evidence was 
given with great caution. The son corroborates his father’s evidence, and 
adds) that he was in the habit of bringing money from Rowlojee Naik’s house 
with Narrain Bbutt and Hurry Punt Fatuck. ‘ 

39. W'assodeo Shastry Agasee (No. 11 of my list), is an inhabitant of 
Rutnagheery. He states, that he is a kinsman of Hurry Punt Fatuck, to > 

Deorao is related ; that owing to this connection, he lived witHi*^ 



Nago Deorao at Sunkeshwur, and has known of the Goa affair nine or ten 
years, lie is. described by one of the witnesses (No. 17 of Lieutenant- 
Colonel Ovans’s list) as having been a disciple of Ballajee Punt, the father of 
Hurry Punt Fatuck ; and he himself states, that he was at Sattara when 
Nago arrived with his horse from Baroda. Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans re- 
marks, that it was this person who gave him the first detailed account or 
the Goa affair ; and it appears to have been on the information which he 
afforded, that the other parties were traced out. Much of his evidence is 
hearsay; but it contains one fact»of essential importance, namely, that he 
himself copied l\\e y ad of stipulations brought by Nago Deorao from Sattara 
to Sunkeshwur, about ten or twelve years ago, and that this copy was retained 
by the Swamee of Sunkeshwur. 

40. Govind Row Dewan (No. J2 of my list), held a confidential office 
urider the Raja of Sattara, and is now a state jirisoncr at Ahmednuggur, for 
being deeply implicated in the attempt made to seduce from their allegiance 
•the Soobadars of the 23d Regiment; he was not, tiicrefore, like all the other 
witnesses, examined by Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans, but by the Judge of 
Ahmednuggur. I think it extremely probable that this person has not dis- 
closed all he knows ; but, nevertheless, he has c;oiToboratecl several of the 
circumstances di.tailed by the otiicr witnesses, without the possibility of 
communicviting with thou, or acting in concert. 

41. Luximon Nagesh (thirteenth of my list), is the eldest son of Nago 
Deorao. I'lie eliiet' facts to which he deposes are, that he received, during 
five or six years, inonc:}* for the expenses of his family from Teejeeram, by 
order of Hurry Punt and Narrain Bliutt, and that Nago's papers and seals 
were left with Balkoba Kelkur. 

42. Kessow Buciieerow Josec (fourteenth of my list), is another brother-in- 
law of Nago Deorao, and according to Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans's report, an 
unwilling witness; but he proves some of the most recent journcyings of 
Nago, tilt; persons who acc^unipanied him, and that himself and Balkoba took 
cloths and lioondt^es from Sattara to Araba and ‘Warree in April 1830. 

43. Gopal .Tyeram Kolutkrir (fifteenth of my list), is the person who brought 
an action against Narrain Bliutt, wdien he sudtlenly rose from poverty to 
riches, believing that tlie Bhiitt had discovered treasures which had been 
secreted by his ancestors. His cvideiiee is not very important; except that 
he states, that Nago, aliout twelve years ago, left with his father a packet, 
said to contain papers oonnecbul with the Goa affair, and which w'as after- 
wards given to a servant of Nago Deorao, named llybiittec bin .Totiajee 
Yadovv. It is curious, also, that he still inaintains that Narrain Bhutt Chittey 
had abstracted hidden treasure from his house. 


44. Morapimt Puntwurdhun Waeckur (sixteenth of my list), says : At 
** Waee, Nago and myself lived near each other, and we used constantly to 
“visit each other’s houses.” This person deposes to a meeting between 
Nago and the Swamee in Kalapore, about twelve years ago, which is also 
proved by other evidence. He states further, that Nana went from Sun- 
keshwur to Sattara with the Swamee, about the period when the intrigue was 
first formed, and that Nago then acquainted him with the plot. 


45. Nilloo Abbajee and Abbajce Narrain (seventeenth and eighteenth of 
my list) clearly prove, that some particulars of the Goa intrigues were com- 
municated to Colonels Briggs and Robertson. For the natiire of their evidence 
I beg to refer to the summary marked AA. 12. 


46. The next seven witnesses on my list (namely, Nos. 19, 20, 21, 22, 
23, 24, and 25) arc a most important class. They were all, at one time or 
another, in the service of Nago Deorao, and give very minute and detailed 
accounts of his journcyings backwards and forwards, between Sattara and 
Goa. I deeniuthem so important, that I shall give a short account of each. 
They appear to have been traced out by the zeal and. diligence of the Acting 
Resident on the information of Dajeeba Waeed (seventh of my list), who on 
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I? ttie 20th July last deposed thus : Out of the servants who 

‘ ‘‘ and the attendants who went and came, some are at Waree, some at 

? Minute ** Renavee, and some at Hutnoor under Siinkeshwur.” They were also, with 
, by Governor, one exception, named by Nago’s son, as having been in his father's service, 
V ^ so that 1)0 doubt can remain on this score. 

47. No. 19 states, that he was for forty-five years Brahmin cook to Nago 
and his father; that he accompanied Nago to Ahmedabad, returned with 
him to Sattara, and continued in his service up to the day of his death, and 
frequently accompanied him in the repealed visits he made between Sattara 
and Goa. As far as I can judge from merely reading evidence, this witness 
appears to be very intelligent, and gives a very minute account of Nago’s 
different journeys, his introduction to the Swamee, and to the Raja of 
Sattara, and states tliat he accompanied Nago to Goa ten years ago. An 
instance of slight inaccuracy in his testimony 1 have already noticed. 

4S. No. was, seven years ago (1 820-30), for two months employed by 
Nana Fatiick, whom he accompanied on his mission to Goa, about I lie time 
when iircuian was brought to Sattara. He entered Nago l)t.:orao\s service 
; six years and a half ago, and always went aVioiit with him during two years 

:: and a half, until he was discharged four years ago, since which he has been a 

^ cultivator, lie states, that he saw Erculan at Meerug after he had visited 

Sattara ; that he went with his master to the Governor of Goa, and saw a horse 
which was given by Nago to the governor. 
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49. No. 21 ( ntered Nago's service four years ago (1832-33), and served him 
three years ; went with him to G<.>a, Sattiira, and oilier |>laces. 

50. No. 22 entered as a horse-keeper in Nago’s risala, before he came from 
Baroda to Sattara, was discharged four years ago (1832-33), and performed 
“ the duties <;f horse- kec^per. servant, or any tiling else under Nago;” was 
with his muster wluai the Sw^ameoi came to Sattara, and accompanied 
him to Goa and Sattara, liackw’ards and forwards. 1’his person proves 
that Nago was in \vant of em|doymont at tlie tim(^ when the Goa intrigues 
began. He also proves Nago’s visits to the Raja and the (iovenior of Goa, 
and Erculan ’s mission to Sattara. 

51. No. 23 was entertained by Nago just, before lla; Raja of Sattara j)ro- 

cceded on a iiilgrimagc to Xassick, more than twelve years ago, and continued 
in his service up to the peri<jd of liis death in .July This man gives a 

very detailed account of his master’s journey ings between Goa and Sattara, 
and his visits to the Raja and the Viceroy. 

52. No. 24 was Nagu’s servant for four or five ycairs, and was discharged 
five years ago (1 83 1 -32), On the occasion of Herculauo’s mission, he accom- 
panii:d Raqjee Koteiiees from Goa to Sattara. lie proves the visits of Nago to 
t he Raja and to the (ioveruor of Goa. 

53. No. 25 v.-as entertained by Nago in his service four years ago, and 
accompanied him to Goa, continued in his service eighteen months, and was 
discharged tw^o years and a half ago. 11c deposes to his master visiting the 
Viceroy of ‘Goa. 

54. His Highness thcj Raja of Sattara (No. 2G of mydist) is proved, by the 
strongest evidence, to Jiave been cognizant of, and privy to, the negotiations 
wdth the Governor of Goa ; to have advanced, through a servant of his own, 
funds for the expenses of the intrigues, to have held repeated interviews with 
the agents employed ; to have receivt‘d a special mission from the Governor 
of Goa, and to have sent one to the Governor, when about to quit India for 
Portugal ; to have made various presents of value to the parties connected with 
the intrigue, and to have entertained the design of sending an agent to Portugal 
in furtherance of his treacherous plans. These facts will, how^ever, be more 
liilly' elucidated, when I come to remark on the summaries of evidence 
annexed to this minute 

55. Bala Sahib Senaputtee (No. 27 of my list) is a relation of the Raja of 
Sattara. is high in his confidence, and is Senaputtee, or commander of his 



tTO0ps. He app^^ to have taken a conspicuous part in these intrigues, and to SATTAE 
have been present at several of the meetings which occurred between the Raja PAPER; 
and his agents. One of these, indeed, occurred at the Senaputtee’s own Minute 
house. He is particularly mentioned by the witnesses Nos. 2, 15, 21, and 26, by the Gove 
of Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans’s list. He has not as yet been informed of the ^ May 18£ 
heavy charges which hang over him. 

56. Diukur Row Mohiteh (No. 28 of my list) is also an officer of the Sattara 
Government, and high in the Raja’s confidence. He appears implicated in 
about the same degree as the Senaputtee, and is mentioned as concerned in 
the intrigues by the witnesses Nos. 2, 15, 21, 26, and 27, of Lieutenant-Colonel 
Ovans’s list. 

57. Rowlojee Naik Khaskur (No. 29 of rny list) is mcntioncrl as having 

taken a very active part in Nago T)(H)rao’s proceedings by the witnesses 
Nos. 2, 4, 7, 15, 21, 25, 26, and 27, of the Acting Itesident’s list. lie secins 
to have been a kind of intermediate between the Raja and his agents : he 
introduces the latter to the palace, conveys funds to 7’eejecrain’s bank to defray 
the expenses of Nago Deorao and his associali^s. Teejeerain (No. 9 of iny list) 
states that he “ is a servant oi’ the Mahara j Sirkar, a .lemadar in the risala of 
horse.” In Dr. Milne’s address to the Governor of India, dated the lOtli 
February last, this fact is placed beyond doubt; for it is distinctly said, this 
“ man (Rowlojee) is only a Sirdar of Sepoys,” in the Raja’s service. Row- 
lojee has been examined by the Acting Itesident, and ilenicd or pleaded 
ignorance of everything; but, as is justly observed by Lieutenant-C’olonel 
Ovans, his conduct, when under examination, speaks for itself. (Vide No. 9 
of list A). ^ 

58. With respect to Don Manoel de l\)rtugal e (Castro, Governor of Goa, 
and No. 30 of my list, I have obtained from the public records the following 
information : — 

59. On the 11th October 1827, Don Manoel announced to the Bombay 
Governmeni: that he had assumed charge of the Government of the Portuguese 
States ill India. On the I ith February 1835, he wrote to Lord Clare from 
Vingorla, that in consequence of tJie uiifortimate events which had taken place 
at Goa since the l Uli January of tluit year, when his government had ceased, 
and tlie new Governor ( Sr. Bernardo lucres da Silva) had commenced his func- 
tions, he had been obliged to leave that j>lace, and had deputed Iiis Aide-de- 
camp, Lieutenant-Colonel Sandies, to Bombay, to pjocuie a passage for 
hiinseif and Ins family, and he requested Lord Clare to afford him every assis- 
tance requisite to effect the arrangement with the utmost possible economy. 

« In a further letter to myself, dated the 20th February 1835, the ex-Governol: 
requested tins governme ni to cause any of the Company’s vessels, or any other 
ship on their return to Euro]) 0 , to touch at Vingorla, for the pur[)ose of con- 
veying himself and his family to any Port in Portugal ortho Azure Islands, and 
stated, that he lioped that her Most Faithful Majestv’s Government would 
defray any expense that might be incurred. 

CO. A passage W’as accordingly engaged for Don Manoel on board the 
Ga?igc,s, for the sum of 7,000 rupees; and he was inlbrmod that that sum 
had been advanced to the commander of ilie vessel by this Government, under 
an expectation that the amount would be defrayed by the Government of 
Portugal, and the Honourable Court of Directors were advised of our pro- 
ceedings, 

61. Don Manoel and his suite embarked accordingly on board the Ganges, 
on the 20th March 1835; but, in con.sequence of a disagreement with the 
commander, about the end of that month or the beginning oJ‘ the next, he 
disembarked at Changoucherry,* and on the 8lh of April embarked at Quilon, 
on board of the Providence, for Goa, where he resiried until the 18th March 
1836, on which date he finally left India on board the Princeza litdl, for 
^ isbon. I request particular attention to these details, because, in the sequel, 

I shall 

* His disembarkation at this place i$ noticed in tbe Bombay Gazette of the 29th April 1835. 
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I shall have to shew that they verify, in a very remarkable manner, some of 
the statements made by the witnesses in the Goa case. 

62. I am informed that Don Manoel and his government were, in reality, 
in the interest of Don Miguel* and his party, although, when the cause of 
Don Pedro succeeded in Portugal, he exhibited outward demonstrations of 
joy ; and, since his return from India, he has not only been well received by 
the Queen’s Government, but has been appointed to the office of comptroller 
of her household. His brother, the Marquis of Valencia, is likewise in th^ 
Queen’s confidence, and holds an office in her household. In Cralignani\s 
Messenger^ of the v^th July 1837, appeared the following notice: — 

** M. Thomas dc Mello lias been replaced in his post in the Queen’s house- 
hold by M. Manoel dc Portugal, brother of tlie Marquis of Valencia, who 
‘‘ has iiist arrived from India, where he was fonnerlv Governor.” (Vide No. 
40. Lisl E.) 


03. Irkool, alias Erculan, alias llerculano (No. 31 of my list). This person 
appears to have taken, from the first, a very active jiart in the intrigue. He 
was the person who, in con junction with ilaojce Kotenees, first introduced 
Nago Dcorao to the Viceroy of Goa ; but the most important transaction in 
which he was engaged was his mission to Sattara, and ciaiidestine interview 
with the Raja, which is clearly established by the summary of evidence 
marked AA. 8. Our information regarding this [lerson is, as yet, very 
scanty. It is, liowevcr, clear from the deposition of Dajecba Wand 
and Raojee Kotenees (Nos. 2 and 22 of list A), that he is a medical 
otfker — the former calls him a “Christian Doctor;” — and it appears that it 
was pro])oscd to send him to Sattara, under pretence t)f administering medi- 
cines. From the evidence of the Kotenees, moreover, it is to be inferred that 
he was in the servic(*f of the Government of (Joa; fin*, in his account of 
Erculairs interview with the Raja, Raojee slates, that when, at the (dose of 
the interview, presents were bestowed, and he himself was offered a gtype 
(golden chain) of twenty-seven tolas weight, lie ex])(>stulated, and said, “ I 
“ liave not come to take any gold chains. EraUan is a GovcTimu’nt servant^ I 
“ have come in company with liim. Nago Dcorao promised me suitable 
“ employment, and in consequeiiee of’ his so sneaking I have come.” It is 
understood that this person is now residing at Demaun, and were^ it not for 
the pereni[)tory instructions we have reeeiviHl from tlie Government of India, 
to close the inquiry and not to pursiui any collateral branches of it, I should 
be much disposed to attempt to trace him out, and to endeavour to obtain his 
evidence, which might prove highly im|)ortant. In deference to the above 
orders, however, I do not think we cun take such a course. In a memorandum 
of Ihc 5th September last, Mr. Wathen gives the Ibllowing account: — 

“ ]*>culan is a native of Goa, and attached to the Portuguese army as a 
*' medical officer ; lie was a great favourite with the former Viceroy, Don 
“ Manoel, and also of the ex-Viccroy's mistress, who was a native of 
“ Madeira.” 


64. Raojee Kotenees (No. 32 of my list), lias, from tiie first, taken so active 
and conspicuous a part in the intrigue, that 1 am not surprised to find one of 
the summaries of evideuce (marked AA. 37) exclusively occupied with his 

proceedings. 


* In the Bombay Ga::ette of the 30th May 1835, it is said, that he wa» appointed by Don Miguel, 
and that, on the Queen’s acces.sion, he was superseded by Sr. i’ercs. 

f 1 have since been informed that he was tlje senior medical officer of the 1st European Hcginient 
of Goa. On the 16th March last, liaojec Kotenees furnished the following further information 
regarding Herculano Irkool was a servant of* the Portuguese Government ; he hold the office of 
“ Soorgeo (surgeon) of the regiment. In a letter from my brother Narrain, dated the 20th January 
“ 1838, from Araba, he states, Irkool is still at Demaun. Irkool has a house at Ilybunder, and 
practises as a physician. He has been the servant of the Portuguese Government for the last fifteen 
or twenty years. His father, named Messauti, was a celebrated physician, and was employed by 
the Portuguese Government in the hospital. I have seen him. They are Christians and Wuttun- 
* dars of Goa. Irkoolan used to wear a blue coat of woollen cloth, similar to that worn by other 
“ officers of the regiment. To one regiment three surgeons are attached, of wbdm he was one. He 
'• used to wear a sword. He is of dark complexion, middling stature, and about forty- five years of 
age .” — {Vide Lieutenant-Colonel Ovaos’s Letter, 19th March 1838.) 
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proceedings. Of his personal history we know little* He is a subject of Goa, 
usually resident at the village of Araba, belonging to that government, and 
was one of those with whom the intrigue originated. It having been ascer- 
tained that he was in Bombay, without apparently having any suspicion of 
the proofs which had been obtained against him, he was, under the authority 
of Government, apprehended by the Police and sent to Sattara, every care 
being taken to prevent his collusion with the other witnesses. His evidence 
clearly establishes almost all the principal facts of the case, from its com- 
mencement many years ago up to its discovery. He was numbered among the 
agents to whom salaries were assigned, accompanied Erculan to Sattara, and 
was present at the interview which followed with the Raja. He also narrates, 
in detail, several other visits which he paid to the Raja and to the Viceroy, in 
furtherance of the objects of the intrigue ; but, nevertheless, a y)erusal of his 
evidence has imy)ressed me with the conviction that he has not inade a full 
and fair disclosure of all he knows. On his evidence Lieutenant-Colonel 
Ovans remarks, ** Raojee Kotenccs is a subject of the Goa Government, eojise- 
qiiently he has sjiokc'n out regarding his interviews with the Raja of Sattara; 
‘Mmt he has shewn gTc?at reluctance to iniydicalc the Goa Antlioritiiis, from a 
“ fear of the consetjuciices on Ins return to that country/’ — (Rej)ort oi‘ the 
llth November, y^aragraph 16.) 


6o. Mugdooni-inorc, ali(hs Mudumore. This is not the name of a person, 
but of a situation or oilice, and it has been suggested to me that it is a cor- 
ruption of the Portuguese designation “ Mordonio-mor/' witich means Major- 
domo or steward. He was imniediately attacljed, whatever his office, to the 
Governor of Goa. 1 have retained the ayiplieation of Mudumore in order to 
avoid confusion, because, in almost all tlie translations of tlie evidence sent by 
Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans, it appears to signify the name of a person, Rao- 
jee Kotences, however, in his evidence (No. 22 of Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans's 
list), thus explains wdjo is meant : “Tlie name of Mudumore (or the Major- 
“ domo) is .luvan Couraec,’*® a Portuguese by tribe. Mudumore is the name 
“ of a situation, or that of private t'arbarry to tlio Governor. He used to reside 
“ and dine at the Governor’s i>ulace ; he came and returned with the (Jovernor 
“to Portugal.” The situation held by this person, therefore, sufficiently 
accounts for the yiart which he took in these proceedings, and the means taken 
by Nago Deorao and his associates to ingratiate themselves witli him, and to 
secure liis interest and influence w itli the Governor, wliicdi may reasonably be 
presumed to have been very considerable. 


66. The four j)crsons last described arc the only persons belonging to Goa 
who arc known to have taken an active part in the intrigue. Raojee Kotences 
states, that at the meetings betwi’en the CJovcrnor and Nago Deorao, Erculan 
and some Hindoos acted as inleriireters ; and the witness (No. 2 of Lieute- 
nant-Colonel Ovans’s list) mentions “( iopal Row Dessoy ” and “ Sucklraiam 
“ Kamut Goakur Doubhaee Chitnavees” as having been emyiloyed. He also 
states, that Nago “had contracted friendslnj> with the Judge of Goa, named 
“ Silva, who is familiar with the matter but tiie name of this yiei-son does 
not otherwise appear throughout these proceedings. 


67. Nursew Bhartee 8unker Acliarya, a Swamee of Sunkeshwur(:\o. 34 of 
my list). There can be little doubt that it was this y^ersoii wlio first persuaded 
the Raja of Sattara to embark in the dangerous course which lie has pursued. 
He appears to have belonged to that class of yiersons who must feel acutely 
what they have lost by British ascendancy, and consequently arc inimical to 
our power. He possessed great y^owx'r and influence in the Southern Mahratta 
country, and we may judge how this would tell on the mind of the Raja ‘when 
wc find two of the witnesses making use of the remarkable exy^ression, that 
when the Swamee first visited Sattara more than twelve years ago, on the 
occurrence of the celebrated Jatra at Nassick, “ The Sirkar |3erformeci the 
“ worship of the Swamee,” (i^n/eNos. 2 and 21 of Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans’s 
list.) IVJjr. Dunlop, in one of his reports, states that this Swamee was “an 

“ inveterate 

* 1 am told the real name of tliis officer was Javan Beetancavi." 
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^‘inveterate intriguer;”* and, according to one of the witnesses (No. 1 of 
Lieutenant- Colonel Ovans’s list), his intrigues were not confined to his own 
vicinity, but extended to distant parts, as he states that, about eight years 
ago, the Swamee sent an emissary to the ex-Peishwa, to Scindia, and to 
the Guicowar, but that the ex-Peishwa answered evasively, while the two 
other powers distinctly declined to enter into the treasonable designs pro- 
posed.f It is, however, only a waste of time to dwell on the share which 
this person took in the intrigue, for he died on the 14th April 1837. The ofiice 
he held is the principal one of the kind in the country, and is looked up to 
with so much n sjjcct, that Mr. Elphinstone included him in the first class 
of privileged persons in the Southern Mahratta country ; and the possessions 
attached to the office are of considerable value, eliiefly consisting of ten vil- 
lages, whose estimated annual revenue is 21,27t> ru]>ees. 

(iS. Mahdeo Uow Sirkey (No. 3o of my list.) I am glad to find that Mr. 
Wi]loughl)y lias devoted a separate summary (marked AA. 9), in illustration 
of the share which tliis person took in the intrigue. lie is stated, as 1 have 
already said, to have been distantly related to the Raja of Satiara; and it is 
clearly proved that, in September 1835, lie was deputed to ( ioa, and had an 
interview with Don Manoel j>rioi‘ to lus departure for Eurojie, and after ho 
had disembarked from the. ship Ganges, lie made presents on that occasion, 
and died shortly after his return to Sattara. 

60. The twelve ])crsons named in Girgabaee's petition (No. 36 of in y list). 
These are, 

1. Bulwunt Rov^" Cliitnavces. 

2. Kasec Punt Bundary. 

3. Dajeeba Josee Duiterdar. 

4. Visow Nana Shewey. 

5. Wittul Row' Sukharam, alias Abba Puiisiices. 

0. Babajee Purarkur. 

7. Bejaba Purarkur. 

8. (/hintapun't Bhattcy. 

0. Bappoo Kanoo. 

10. Gopal Row Kan iron. 

11. Senaputty Balia Sahib Bhonsleli. 

12. Seiiakuriy Dinkur Row Mohitcli. 

70. Of the above. No. 1 is high in the eonfidencc of the Raja. He is 
proved to have been concerned in these intrigues by the evidence of Nos. 2, 
3, and 5, of the above list, and liy that of Elojee Mohiteh and Babajee Sooba- 
dar. 

71. No. 2 is stated by Lieutenant-Colonel Ovaiis to have been “ for many 
“ years one of the Mundulk^e, or party about the palace, and in the confi- 
“ dence ol the Raja and his advisers.” He has imparted to us tlie knowledge 
which he possesses of the Raja’s proceedings. 

72. No. 3 is reported to be “ a man of the first respectability, was high in 
“ Captain Grant's coiifidcuce, and entitled to implicit credit.” His evi- 
dence, as observed in my Minute of the 22d September last, is of considerable 
importance; because, from his situation oi’ Duflerdar, he must have had good 
opportunity of becoming acquainted with the intrigues to w^hich he bears wit- 
ness. He thus describes himself : — “ I was first employed by Captain Grant 
“ at Sattara, as Survaba. In 1828-2,0 the Raja appointed me Dufterdar, 
“ which 1 have been conducting up to this day,” 

73. Nos. 4 and 10. Nothing very particular has been elicited against these 
persoiKs, who may therefore be dismissed without remark. 

* 74. No. 

• Mr, Dunlop, in a letter quoted by Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans, in the thirty -awond paragraph of 
h:a report of the 11th November J8S7, states, “The late Sunkeshwur Swamee had the character 
“ of being an inveterate intriguer,” 

Vide Mr.Dunlop’s reports, dated i9th April and 3d and 30th August 1837. 
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74. Nu. 5 is the brother-in-law of No. 1, and consoqucntly his sources 
of information are good ; his character, however, is not the best, as he was 
convicted of bribery and was dismissed the service. He appears to have 
taken an active part in the intrigues; more especially in those with the cx- 
Raja of Nagpore. He has now come forward and disclosed what he knows 
on the subject. 

75, No. 6 is the Raja’s private Secretary; his concern in the affair is proved 
by Nos, 2, 3, and 6 of the list, and by the evidence of Abba Mareek and 
Elojee Moliiteh. 

7fi. No. 7 is the Dewan of the Raja’s brother, and has supplied information 
on the subject of the intrigues. 

No. 8 is at the head of the Adawlut at Sattara. 

No. 9 is dead. 

Nos. 11 and 12 are 27 and 28 of my list, and have already been de- 
scribed. 

77. For the history of Giijabaee’s ])Ctition, I beg to refer to Lieutenant- 
Colonel Ovans's reports, dated 12th Augii.st and Gth September last. I shall 
only here ejuote the iVillowing passage from the 14th ])aragraph of the lust 
despatch, which has reference to Nos. 1, 3, 0, 7, 11, and 12 of the above list. 
“ They are all confidential officers of tlie Raja, and have been so for years, in 
‘‘ the enjoyment of large salaries and emoluments, and have every thing to 

lose and nothing to gain hy a change.’' 

78. Elojee Mohiteh (No. 37 of my list). This person has made some impor- 
tant disclosures, more especially regarding the mission sent to the ex-Haja of 
Nag]K)re. He is the brotlier of Dinkur Row (No. 28 of my list), and the bro- 
ther-in-law of Appa Sahib, tlie ex-llaja of Nagpore, 

79. Bhanjce Mareek and his two sons (No. 38 of my list). Of these, the 
son, Abba Mareek, is the most deejily implicated. He has confessed, and 
has corroborated in a most remarkable manner, the statement of the two Soo- 
badars of the 23d Regiment, regarding their clandestine interview with Go- 
vind Row Dewan. 

-SO. Piirsliotum, a Brahmin. This person w'as deputed to Joudpore, and 
has disclosed what he knows regarding tliat mission. 

81. Vishnoo Kessoo Dewustuley (No. 40, and the last person in my list,) is 
the maternal uncle of Goviud Row Dewan. He was one of the persons who 
advised Girjabaee to present her jietition to Government ; and in that peti- 
tion have originated the inijuiries wliieh, among other important results, have 
led to the detection of the treasonous intercourse with Goa. 

82, I liave now completed the first of my three proposed divisions ; and, 
before I proceed to consider and point out the evidence bearing on the several 
parts of the case, it may, perhaps, assist iny Colleagues, and the sinierior 
Authorities by w'hom these proceedings will be ultimately received; if' I ex- 
plain briefly the localities \vherc the Goa intrigues were chiefly conducted! 

Kst. Kodawly, where N ago Deorao usually resided when , he returned 
froni’his visits to Goa, is a village about two miles from Sattara. Here 
he used to put up at the house of Morapunt Josee, and from theiioi he 
was in the habit of visiting Sattara at night, for the purpose of meeting 
the Raja and the agents employed under him. 

2d. The Kurunja-bagh, where Herculano halted on the night of his 
arrival at Sattara, is a garden so called, close to Sattara, and belonging to 
the Raja. 

3d. Pallee is a village about fourteen miles south of Sattara, belonging 
to the Raja. 

4th. Renavee is a village about fifty miles south-east of SattaraJ and 
belongs to the Raja. Several of the witnesses- state that Nago Deorao 
resided here for the space of a year, whilst the intrigues were in progress. 

5th, Revensidh is a temple, and its precincts so called, situated t>n a 
hill at a short distance from Renavee. 
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6th. Korgfion is a village about twelve miles south of Sawunt Waree, 
belonging to Goa. 

7th. Pedney is another Portuguese village, about ten miles south of 
Korgaon. 

8th. Araba, where Raqjee Kotenees resided, is about ten miles north of 
Goa, to which it belongs. 

9th. Ilybunder and Panjum arc suburbs of Goa, or more correctly 
speaking, constitute the modern city of that name. Tlie ancient site of 
Goa is iurther uj) the river, and is nearly deserted by all its former inha- 
bitants, except tlie monks belonging to the convents. 

10th. Sunkeshwur, the place which Nago almost invariably visited in 
his journcyings between Sattara and Goa, belongs to the Swamee of that 
name, and was the place of his residence. 

lltli. Sawunt Waree, where Nago Deorao died in July 1836, belongs 
to a chief so named, and is on the confines of the Goa territories. 

]*2th. Meenij, where Nago Deorao is stated to have met Hercniano a 
few days after his mission to Sattara, is on the straight road from Sattara 
to CJoa, via the Ramghat, which is the great entrance into the Dcccan. 
Tlu? road by Kolajxjre leads down the Uunununl Ghaut, through Sawunt 
Waree, to Goa. Revendsidh and Sunkeshwur are in the direclion of 
Meenij, which probably induced ]Vago Deorao and his associates to select 
tliat route. 

13tli. Desh. This term is frequently used by the witnesses, and evi- 
dently refers to Sattara, or perhaps to the Deccan. For instance, when 
it is said Nago Deorao returned to the Desh, it is to be understood that 
he [iroceeded in the direction of the Deccan and Sattara. 


83. Having now concluded my observations on the chief persons concerned 
in tlie Goa intrigue, I have to rec^uest attention to the evidence by which their 
participation in it is established. This important part of the subject is, in a 
great degree, aceumplishcd by the summaries already referred to, and niy im- 
mediate duty w ill be litthi more than to describe the objects of the several sum- 
maries. In order to avoid confusion with the references in Lieutenant-Colonel 
Ovans’s refiort oi' tlie 11th November last, 1 have marked these summaries 
A A. 1. to A A. 12. 


84. Ill the first summary (AA. 1.) is embodied the whole of the oral evi- 
dence which has been obtained, to show what was the object and design of 
the Raja of Sattara in establishing and maintaining an intercourse with the 
(lovernmeut of Goa. The witnesses to tins point arc: 


1. Hurry Punt Fatuck 

No. 2 of my list. 

2. Raojee Kotenees 

No. 3-2 

do. 

3. Balkoba Ketkur 

No. <5 

do. 

4. Moru Bullal Josce - 

No. 5 

do- 

5. jSarrain Bliutt Chittey 

No. 4 

do. 

6. (jovind Row Dew- an 

No. 28 

do. 

7. Was.so(leo Shastry 

No. n 

do. 

8. Dajecba Wand 

No. 7 

do. 

9. Morapiint Piitw-urdhuti - 

No. 16 

do. 

10. Purshotum Annurit Gosavee 

No. 39 

do. 

11. AV^ittul Row Sukhuram 

No. 36 

do. 

12. Vishnoo Kessoo Dewiistuley 

No. 40 

do. 


85. This subject wdll be more fully elucidated when I come to remark on 
the documentary evidence ; but if, as 1 decidedly think, credence is due to the 
w itnesses in tliis case generally, there can be no doubt that the object of these 
jdots was to enter into an oflensive and defensive alliance with Portugal ag^ainst 
the British Government, and that, with this design, an agreement was drawn 
up, on tlie Raja’s part, specifying the conditions under which such alliance 
N' ould be formed. The principal of these were, that Portugal was to furnish 
an army for tjie recovery of the territories which formerly belonged to the 
Ahdifattas ; that its expenses were to be defrayed by the Raja ; and that, when 
tlie^'bject in view had been accomplished, the Portuguese were to be remu-j 
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aerated in money and territory, and a portion of their army subsidized at SATfARA^ 

Sattara. I think it unquestionable that the agents believed that those designs IMPELS- 

were really entertained by their master; but it is not very clear at what time, AiuJTue 
and in what manner, the tuhnamah, or agreement, to which they allude, was by the ( 
prepared. That such a document really did exist at an early ])eriod of the 1888- 

intrigue, 1 see no reason to doubt ; and that it was taken by Nago Dcorao to 
Goa, and there made use of, seems to me fully proved. There appears to ino 
reason, however, for believing that there were various versions of it before it 
took the shape in which it finally appeared. One of the witnesses (No. 1 1 of 
my list"), it will be seen, positively states", that he himself copied the draft of a 
treaty prepared at Sattara in the Suky year 1749 (A.D. 1827-28); that his 
copy was deposited with the Swamee of Sunkeshwur. The minuteness with 
which this person states from memory the different provisions of thc‘ instru- 
ment conveys an impression that he speaks the truth. The treaty, however, 
which he describes differs in several of its ])rovisions from that which is now 
before us, and which bearing date on the 14th December 1829, must have* 
been framed about two years later, though the general jmrport and leading 
objects of both arc identical. ♦ 

86. From the above details it will be seen that the plans of the Raja were 
sufTicienlly foolish and extravagant. In fact, his best hope of impunity is in 
the conviction, which will jirobably be felt by not a few persons, that no 
rntional being could lend his mind to such projects, or ought to be suspected 
of having done so, on any evidence whatsoever. I answer, that we are not 
bound to piove the reasonableness of the designs in question, but the fact 
of their having been conceived and cherished ; and that, strange as this fact 
may a|)[)car, it is by no means incredible, or beyond the power of strong and 
eonsisteul U‘stimony to establish. 

87. I ^\vd]l hereafter have occasion fully to shew that this prince was, from 
an early period, impressed with the most exaggerated idea of his own claims 
and ]>rctcnsious ; that, in jilacc of those gratclul feelings which he might have 
been expected to cherish for the immense benefits conferred on him, he was filled 
only with resemtment at not having received the yet greater and more valuable 
:i(l\antages to whieli he conceived himself entitled ; that this sentiment was 
inflamed by the notion industriously instilled into him of his having been 
treated with bad faith iii the arrangement which placed him on the gadi of 
Sattara; and that, bolstered up by flatterers in these convictions of his conse- 
(juence and his grievances, he has long been in a state of mind, to which any 
.scheme which [>roiniscd to avenge his wrongs and vindicate hi[» dignity would 
find a ready access. Even under these impressions, it may seem singular 
oimugh that he should have indulged the hope of carrying his objects by the 
means on which he appears to have relied ; but his extreme ignorance, his 
distempered amliition, and jirobably also a superstitious reliance on his des- 
limes, may account for the readiness with which he grasped at a project so 
flattering to his ruling passion. 

88. There is also to be noticed one circumstance in abatement of the abso- 
lute insanity of his designs, which may not, at first view, attract attention. 

It does not appear to me that he, at any moment from the beginning, con- 
templated the accomplishment of his purpose through an alliance with the 
Portuguese single-handed. Even in the draft Treaty of 1827-28, already men- 
tioned, it is stipulated that France is to assist in the attempt with fifteen 
battalions. No such article, I admit, is inserted in the Treaty of December 
1829; but it docs not therefore follow that it was not understood among the 
parties to the intrigue that aid was to be derived from some of the great Euro- 
pean Powers; and certainly this idea seems to have been often in their 
mouths. I give an instance from the letter of Joseo du Rocha to Nago 
Deorao, merely observing that, whoever the writer may have been, the letter 
IS proved to have come out of Nago’s possession. Great disturbance prevails 

in Europe between three nations, English, French, and Russian, concerning 
. “their influence and interference with the other Cabinets, and hence it* is 
V., ‘ expected that enmities and war will ensue. It is better, therefore, to have 

2 N “ « 
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“ recourse to two, to put an end to the third, because the Englishmen are 
“ hated and disliked by the other two nations. The Russians are alreadj^ 
“near Persia; and 1 would send your worship the CrazcMe of that place, if 
‘‘I were not afraid that it would create suspicion.” Much more, to the same 
effect, will be found in paper No. 16 of list E. ; but, without dwelling on the 
topic, I shall only add, that the astonishing ignorance which prevails among 
the Natives respecting the political circumstances of Europe renders them an 
easy prey to the most visionary representations of the movements or inten- 
tions of the nations in that quarter. 

» 

89. With regard to the Portuguese Authorities of Goa, the utmost that can 
be expected of inc is, to shew that their proceedings, extraordinary as it may 
appear, will admit of being accounted for from intelligible motives. That they 
should for one moment have entertained a serious idea of carrying into effect 
the schemes of their native ally, or even of attempting such an object delibe- 
rately, it would be monstrous to believe. Very much less than this, however, 
might lead them to give into those schemes ostensibly, and to foment the 
feelings from which they sprang. The Viceroy of Goa having come out by 
the appointment of Don Miguel, and aware of the disfavour with which, at 
one time at least, that Prince was regarded by the British Government and 
people, and not knowing that, amidst the fluctuations of European politics, 
some combination of alliances might not place England in a state of actual 
hostility with his patron, might not think it inexpedient to embrace any self- 
offered opportunity of sowing the seeds of disturbance under the foundations 
of the British power in the East. Hurry Punt Fatuck in his evidence states 
rather a curious communication made to him by Nago, for the very purpose of 
explaining the policy of the (loa Government in entering into the intrigue. 
Speaking of Don Miguel, Nago said : “ As there existed hostile feelings 
“ between the British Government and himself from times past, he killed the 
“ British Ambassador, and issued orders to Goa and Deinaun to the effect : 
‘‘ Should any of the great inland princes and chiefs make any negotiation, 
‘‘ it should be entertained, and a reference made here. It is of importance to 
“ us to establish an authority over the interior,” 1 do not think it impossible 
that instructions resembling these should have come out from Portugal, though 
I do not believe that the most daring projector in that country ever really con- 
teraf)lated the establishment of the Portuguese authority over the possessions 
or dependencies of British India. 

90. When once, however, the secret connexion with Sattara was formed 
motives, other than political, might very possibly maintain, and even strengthen 
it. Large disuursenicnts in money and presents were made by the Raja for 
the benefit of his Goa friends, and these solid benefits in hand might induce 
them to listen favourably to promises of future advantage which they knew 
to be utterly visionary. This supposition is, 1 admit, not very honourable 
to the Portuguese party; but, in the discharge of a public duty, I must 
speak without respect of persons. Nor is it necessary to apply the sup- 
position to the Viceroy himself. His own motives might be pure, wdiile 
he yielded to the suggestions of attendants whose influence the Sattara 
Govcrimient had secured by feeding their cupidity. 

91. On this topic, however, I have to repeat, that I pretend not, nor am 
called on, to divine the real views of the several parties in this extraordi- 
nary intrigue- It is enough for me to shew that their conduct, however 
remarkable, is explicable on received principles, and according to the mo- 
tives by which human action is known to be but too commonly governed. 

92; I proceed with the summaries of evidence- The second (AA. 2.) 
contains the proofs that salaries were assigned to Nago Deorao and the other 
principal agents employed in the intrigue, and that the amount was paid 
by. the banker, Tcejceram. The time when these salaries were granted is 
fixed by most of the^witnesses at or about the period when the medical 
oflicer, ITerculano, was sent to Sattara, and his mission is' clearly proved 
to have taken place in June 1831. Discrepancies exist in the statements 
of the witnesses with regard to the amount of the salaries in the aggr<g 
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gate, as well as the particular amount assigned io each individual. The 
fact, however, of salaries having been assigned, and of the funds to pay 
them having indirectly proceeded from the Raja, seems to me clearly proved ; 
but in what manner they were assigned is not so distinctly established, 
although it may be inferred that the arrangement was concluded by Nago 
Deorao, in personal communication with the Raja. Be this as it may, no 
fewer than four of the persons to whom the salaries were granted have posi- 
tively deposed to the fact, namely, Hurry Punt jFatuck, Balkoba Kelkur, 
Narrain Bhutt Chittey, and Morapunt Josee, and their testimony is con- 
firmed by that of other witnesses. 

93. In the third summary (AA. 3.), is contained the evidence shewing 
that the expenses of Nago Deorao and his party were defrayed by the Kaja 
of Sattara ; that a part of the funds for this purpose was fictitiously entered 
in the books of the banker, Teejeeram ; and that, on various occasions, valu- 
able presents were made by the Raja, or on his behalf, to Don Manoel, 
the Viceroy of Goa, and to Nago Deorao and his associates. 

94. The evidence on this most essential point is of the most convincing 
nature, and it decisively establishes, as I think, the undermentioned transac- 
tions. First, That large sums of money were deposited with the banker, Teejee- 
ram, on account of the Goa intrigues ; that these sums were principally credited 
to Pandoba Waeed, the third son of Nago Deorao, at that time quite a child, 
and the fictitious names of ^^Soopajee"* and Doordajee** are intended for 
liowlojee Naik Khaskur, the Jemadar of horse in the service of the Raja, from 
whom a considerable portion of the sums entered in those names was in fact 
received. 

This is proved by the bankers themselves, by Hurry Punt Fatuck, 
Narrain Bhutt Chittey, and Morapunt Josee, who declare that they them- 
selves brought the money from Rowlojee Naik, and by Govind Row 
Dewan. The transactions are also verified, in a remarkable mariner, by 
the extracts from the bankers’ books, which, as all will admit, constitute 
evidence of the most trustworthy description. They shew that the total 
amount disbursed was about Rupees 36,000 during* eight years, the largest 
amount being expanded in the two last years 1834-35 and 1 835-36, or 
Rupees 8,427,2 and Rupees 1 1,626 respectively. 

95. Secondly, That the persons by whom the money was deposited w'ere 
in poor and straitened circumstances, which proves that the money 
could not have belonged to themselves, but inust have been obtained 
elsewhere. Of this a remarkable instance, to which I have already adverted, 
is mentioned J^y Govind Row Dewan. He states that all of a sudden Narrain 
Bhutt Chittey became apparently rich, wore fine clothes, and was seen to be 
the associate of the Senaputtee, insomuch that he sued in the Adawlut 
by the owner of the house in which he resided, under suspicion of his having 
discovered and possessed himself of treasure concealed by the landlord’s 
ancestors. 

9C. Thirdly, That the amount entered in the bankers’ books does hot con- 
stitute the whole of the Raja’s outlay in forwarding his views at (ioa. 

This is stated by Hurry Punt Fatuck and by other witnesses, and is 
proved as to various instances (particularly on the occasion of Ilercu- 
lano’s mission) in which the Raja himself, or by his agents, distributed 
money and presents among the persons employed on his behalf, without 
the intervention of any third party. 

97. Fourthly, That in 1828-9 presents of value were made by Nago Deorao, 
on the Raja’s behalf, to the Governor of Goa. 

This is proved by Raojee Kotenees, by Balkoba Kelkur, and by Hurry 
Punt Fatuck, who, although not present, derived his information from 
his son, Nana Fatuck, who accompanied Nago to Goa on the occasion. 
They appear to have been made on Nago’s introductory visit to the 
Governor. Raojee Kotenees states that they were worth about Rupees 
1,100; Balkoba Kelkur, about Rupees 2,000. 
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98. Fifthly, That, about the same time, a horse of the value of Rupees 460 
was presented to the Governor. 

This is proved by Raojee Kotenees, Balkoba Kelkur (who states where 
the horse was purchased), and Morapunt Josee, and their evidence is 
corroborated by Aojee and Pattoo, two of Nago’s servants. 

99. Sixthly, That presents were made by Nago to the Moordomo, or steward, 
of the Viceroy, where he was introduced by Herculano. 

This (chiefly rests on the evidence of Raojee Kotenees ; some of the 
servants of Nago likewise deposing to a horse having been presented. 

100. Seventhly, That, in .Tune 1831, expensive presents were made by the 
Raja himself, in person, to Herculano and to Nago and his associates. 

^ Almost all the witnesses deposed to this highly important fact, namely, 
Tcejceram, Dajeoba Waeed, Hurry Punt Fatuck, Balkoba Kelkur, Raojee 
Kotenees, Morapunt Josee, Wassodeo Shastry, and Narrain BhuttChittey ; 
and their evidence is corroborated, in a most remarkable manner, in the 
bankers’ books, the value of the presents given to Hurry Punt Fatuck, 
his son Nana Fatuck, Narrain Jihutt Chittey, and Nago Deorao, being in 
the books credited to those persons respectively. 

101. Eighthly, That, in December 1832, the sum of Rupecs2,500 was paid 
by the Senaputtee to Balkoba Kelkur and Morapunt Josee, on Nago Deorao’s 
account, to enable him to discharge a debt he had incurred. 

This is proved in the bankers’ books, and by the evidence of the two 
persons who received the money, and by that of Narrain Bhutt Chittey, 
who was present when it was paid, and the circumstances attending 
the gift are very minutely and consistently narrated. 

102. Ninthly, That, in 1835, a sum of money was granted l)y the Raja to 
Raojee Kotenees, to enable him to defray the expenses of his dauglitcr's wedding, 

A slight discrepancy exists as to the amount of this gift in the state- 
ments of the witnesses, it being variously stated at 1,500, 1,700, and 
1,800 rupees. That a largess, liowever, was bestowed, is deposed to 
by Raojee Kotenees himself, and by Hurry Punt, Fatuck, Balkoba, and 
Morapunt Josee. 

103. Tenthly, That presents were made to Don Manoel, Governor of Goa, 
in Se])tember 1835, on the occasion of the mission, on the part of the Raja, of 
a person naEiied Mahdeo Row Sirkey. 

^ This is deposed to by Raojee Kotenees, Balkoba Kelkur, and Narrain 
Bhutt Chittey, who were all more or less concerned in the mission 
alluded to. 

104. Eleventhly, That a diamond ring was given by the Raja for the 
purpose of being presented to Don Manoel on his departure for EiirojK* ; but 
that, on Itaojee Kotenees observing, at a personal conference with the Raja, that 
it was not ot sufficient value for such a purpose, the Kotenees was instructed 
to retain it for Jiimself. 

Ihis^ ti'ansaetion is yiroved by Teejeeram, Dajceba Waeed, by Hurry 
Punt hatuck, by Narrain Bhutt Chittey, and lastly, by Raojee Kotenees 
himself. 

105. Twelfthly, That, in ] 835-36, Nago Deorao received about Rupees 8,000, 

^ some of the witnesses state, on account of parting presents to be made to 
Don Manoel ; or, as others state, to defray the expenses of sending witli the 
Governor an agent, on the Raja’s behalf, to Europe. 

• This transaction is deposed to by no fewer than ten witnesses, namely, 
by the bankers Teejeeram and Bhugwan, by Hurry Punt Fatuck, Raojee 
Kotenees, Balkoba Kelkur, Morapunt Josee, Kesovv Bucheerow, Dajeeba 
Waeed, and by two of Nago Dcorao’s servants, Sukhojee and Hybuttec. 
Ihe above sum is stated to have been expended in defraying some of 
Nago s expenses at Sattara, in cloths which he intended to take with 
him to Goa, and in purchasing hoondees from Teejeeram for Rupees 4,000. 
Whilst oil his journey to Goa, one of the bullocks laden with his baggagf^ 
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was plundered, and a part of the cloths and the hoondees were carried 
off, and duplicates of Ihe latter were obtained in January or February 
183C. There is, at first sight, a slight confusion in the statements of the 
witnesses with regard to the person to whom these duplicates were given ; 
this, however, is satisfactorily accounted for, in my mind, by the circum- 
stance that both persons named by them were really sent by Nago to 
obtain duplicates. Dajeeba Waeed was sent in the first instance, but 
Teejeeram refused them to him ; then Balkoba Kelkur was sent on the 
same errand, and to him the duplicates were entrusted ; and these 
circumstances are confirmed, in part, by a letter addressed to Nago Deorao 
on the subject by Teejeeram. On the whole, I am of opinion that there 
is no part of these proceedings so clearly proved as the receipt by Nago 
of a large sura of money, towards the end of 1835, for the purposes of 
the Goa intrigue, though it is not clearly shewn how the money was 
finally disposed of, or that it ever reached the Governor of Goa, or that it 
was expended in the manner originally intended. The robbery commit- 
ted on Nago, however, may perhaps help to account for this circumstance. 

106. Thirteenthly, That, in July 1836, Rupees 960 were paid by the Sena- 
puttee to Raojee Kotenees and Narrain Bhutt Chittey. 

This rests on the evidence of Raojee Kotenees, corroborated, but not 
until he was cross-examined on the point, by Narrain Bhutt Chittey. 
It is, however, in some degree confirmed by the proved fact (of which 
more hereafter) that the purpose for which it was given, namely, to 
defray the expenses of the parties on a proposed journay to Demaun to 
meet Ilerculano, was really contemplated. 

107. Fourtcenthly, That, in addition to the specific instances above noticed. 
])rcsents hi cash and in kind were bestowed by the Raja, the Senaputtee, and 
Dinkur Row, at the different meetings which took place between them and 
the agents employed, and on other occasions of minor imj>ortance. 

108. The summary (AA. 4.) contains evidence to shew that certain articles 
were sent as presents from (Joa, and how they were disposed of, 

I do not attach much importance to this branch of the inquiry ; for 
the articles alluded to were few and of inconsiderable value, and it may 
even be doul)ted whether the chief of them were not articles commis- 
sioned by Govind Row Dewaii, although Raojee Kotenees afterwards 
refused to accept payment for them. It is not established that any of 
the articles reached the Raja ; for we cannot trust Dajeeba Waeed’s 
unsupported testimony, founded oii hearsay, that two of the peacock - 
feather fans were presented to his Highness. 
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109. The summary (AA. 5.) relates to Nago Deorao’s intercourse with the 
Raja of Sattara, and the different interviews and conferences which occurred 
between them. 

From the evidence of some of the other agents employed, and of some 
of the servants of Nago himself, I think it fully proved that an inter- 
course existed between that person and the Raja, and that various inter- 
views between them took place. It is obvious that Nago, though he 
seems to have been previously known to the Raja, was first recommended 
to his service and confidence by the Swamee of Sunkcsliwur, about the 
time of the celebrated Jatra held at Nassick in 1825. It is not clearly 
elicited what was the nature of the authority vested in Nago; but his 
relation, Dajeeba, says that he became the Vakeel between the Goakur 
and the Maharaj, and agreements were concluded. In particular, one 
of Nago's interviews with the Raja, in April 1835, is fully proved by 
several persons who were present and took part in the conferences. The 
witnesses nearly agree in the object of this meeting, which took place 
apparently in consequence of the news that Don Manoel was about to 
leave India. Nago had proceeded to meet the Governor, then at’Vin- 
gorla, and on his return to Sattara the interview took place, when he 
delivered a letter which he had obtained from the Governor. ^ This visit 
is proved by Hurry Punt Fatuck and Raojee Kotenees, who were prcjsent, 
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and their testimony is confirmed by Narrain Bhutt Chittey, Dajeeba 
Waeed, and Balkoba Kelkur, who states ttfat, on the occasion, he went 
with Nago as far as Teejeeram’s shop. All these witnesses concur gene- 
rally in stating who were present at the interview. Hurry Punt Fatuck 
specifies five distinct occasions when Nago visited the Raja in fur- 
therance of the Goa intrigues. The servants of Nago, named Sunjeewun, 
Aojee, Venkuppa, Pattoo Hybuttee, and Khundoo, also depose to their 
master’s having visited the Raja on various occasions, and for the most 
part at night ; and Govind Row Dewan states that, on one occasion, he 
went as usual to the Raja’s palace at night and was denied admit- 
tance, and that, when he was about to retire, he met a party proceed- 
ing to visit the Raja, who, he was afterwards informed by Narrain Bhutt 
Chittey, were some of the persons engaged in the Goa affair. This 
branch of my minute will be further illustrated by those which follow. 

no. The summary (A A. 6.) relates to Nago Deorao’s intercourse with (5oa, 
and his various interviews with the Governor Don Manoel. The evidence 
on this head lias been derived, first, from six of the servants of Nago who 
were in attendance on him during his numerous visits to Goa ; and secondly, 
from Raojee Kotenees and others of the party who accompanied him. 


111. The servant Sunjeewun deposes to various visits made by Nago to 
(ioa, and states that the first occurred ten years ago. Aojee accompanied 
Nago to Araba, and was with him for six months in the Goa district. They 
then returned to Sattara, and again came to Araba. Nago visited Don 
Maiioel, and the servant went with him, as he tended his horse. Veiikuppa 
states, that after the Swamee had introduced Nago to tlie Raja of Sattara, 
he proceeded with Nago to Araba and Goa. Nago visited the Raja at Goa, 
remaining a few days at Rybunder. In May or June 183J, Nago having 
visited Sunkcshwur came again to Araba ; from thence he used to visit Don 
Manoel and Hereulano. He afterwards went to Sattara, and again returned 
to Araba. Hybuttee was with Nago at Rybunder, and went with him on 
his first visit to the Governor ; he remained below, and Nago and his party 
went up stairs. He heard of two other occasions of Nago having visited the 
Governor. Pattoo went with Nago to Goa and accompanied him on a visit 
to the ( fovernor, Nago also visited Erculan. This last witness also refers 
to other visits to the Governor, one of which occurred after .Erculan’s mission 
to Sattara, when he accompanied him to the door. Nago generally went alone, 
and was met by the Raja, Kotenees, and Erculan. Khundojee accompanied 
him to Korgaon and Araba, from whence, with Balkoba Kelkur and Mora- 
})unt .losee, he proceeded to Rybunder, He used to accompany him to the 
Governor’s palace. On one or two occasions Raojee Kotenec's was with him ; 
Dajec^ba once, and Morapunt Josee likewise. Dajeeba Waeed met Nago 
at Goa in November 1832 and in April 1834. In January 1835, he went with 
him to the Governor, whom he frequently visited. Nago also visited the 
Governor when he was residing at Vingorla, after having been superseded by 
the “ Perea Cliristian from Portugal,” and obtained a letter from him, which 
he brought to Sattara in April 1835. Kesow Bucheerow was with Nago at 
Araba and Rybunder. Morapunt Josee accompanied Nago to Araba and 
Rybunder after Erculan ’s mission; Nago with Raojee Kotenees visited Don 
Manoel ; some of the party accompanied him, but remained in the room of 
the Major-Domo. Narrain Bliutt Chittey accompanied Nana Fatuck to Araba 
towards the end of 18211, and lodged with Raojee Kotenees, proceeded to Goa, 
and resided for six weeks with Nago Deorao. Nago used to visit the Gover- 
nor at Panjurn. In 1833-4 he was deputt^d to Goa by the Raja of Sattara, 
to asc^^rtain how affairs were progressing, and remained there two months, 
when Nago directed him to return and inform the Raja that the business 
would be soon eftected, which he did accordingly. Raojee Kotenees thus 
describes the mode in which Nago^s visits to tlie Governor were effected. He 
first ‘went to the Moordomo, and delivered to him any letters he had, and 
asked for an audience. The Moordomo the ninformed the Governor ; and, if 
leave was. granted, conducted Nago into the Governor’s writing-room, when 
the Governor exchanged compliments with the Raja. This witness states . ^ 
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112. The intercourse which took place between Nago Deorao and Don 
Manoel is thus most clearly proved, though our information of what occurred 
at the numerous meetings held between them is scanty and deficient. This, 
however, is not of much moment, because the objects of these meetings arc 
jFully developed by the papers of Nago that have come into our possession. 
Raojee Kotenees is the only one of the witnesses who could afford good informa- 
tion of what occurred at these interviews; but I have no doubt, for the reason 
assigned by Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans, that he has suppressed rnucdi of his 
knowledge on the subject. 

113. I will only add, that with regard to the general fact of tlie visits of 
Nago to Goa, and of his having been in the pay of the Raja of Sattara, the 
evidence of Morapunt Josce before Mr. Spooner at Rutnaghcery is wortliy of 
notice. The witness did not, indeed, disclose so much on that occasion as 
he afterwards disclosed, when examined by Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans at 
Sattara ; but I think it important to mark his evidence in the former case, 
because it adds to the information derived from sources independent of the 
>Sattara inquiry. “ Nago Deorao,” he says, “ is my brother-in-law. Ho 
“ was in the habit of visiting the Goa territories, and acted as the agent of 
“ the Sunker Acharya, In January 1836 I accompanied him to Araba, vl/i 

Raiiighat, when a robbery occurred (the particulars of which witness details). 
“ Nago was in atHueut circumstances. He got some money from Sattara, 
from Tecjeeram, through whom, I heard, it Avas remitted by his Highness 
the Raja of Sattara : he also got some from the Swamee.” (See Mr. 
Spooner’s Letter to Government, dated the 6th October 1837.) 

114. The summary (AA, 7.) exclusively relates to the evidence which has 
been obtained in elucidation of the proceedings of Raojee Kotenees, of the 
village of Araba. Mr. Willoughby has properly devoted a separate summary 
to this jierson, not only on account of the conspicuous part which he took in 
the Goa intrigues, but likewise because his proceedings deeply implicate the 
Raja of Sattara. 

115. Raojee Kotenees himself states, that he went with Nago Deorao four 
or five times to visit the Governor of Goa, face to face, and that he had five 
different interviews at night with the Raja, namely : 

1st. When Erculan was introduced, on which occasion a letter was 
delivered to the Raja. Seven persons were present at this interview ; 
namely, the Raja, the Senaputtee, Dinkur Row, Rowlojee Naik, Ilurry 
Punt Fatuck, Erculan, and hiuiself. 

2d. On another occasion, when Nago Deorao and all the above persons 
were present, except Erculan. 

3d. On a third occasion, when the Raja, Rowlojee Naik, Hurry Punt, 
Dinkur Row, and Narrain Bhutt were present. These two interviews 
occurred on his second visit to Sattara. 

4th. In 1836, at the house of Dinkur How, when the Raja, Dinkur 
Row, and Rowlojee Naik were present. 

5th. In the same year, at the Raja’s palace, v/hen the Raja, the Se- 
naputtec, Dinkur Row, Rowlojee Naik, Hurry Punt, and Narrain Bhutt 
were present. 

The chief object of the two last interviews was evidently to obtain money, 
Nago Deorao having left Sattara with a large sum, without making arrange- 
. « merit 


that he accompani^ Nago to the Governor four or five times, face to face. 
On his first visit to Goa, Nago only visited Erculan. On his second, he came 
with Nana Fatuck, and after having been acknowledged by the Swamee as his 
confidential agent, was conducted to Rybunder, introduced by Erculan to the 
Major-Domo, and a few days after to the Viceroy- Nago said he had come to 
communicate the affair of the Swamee and of the Raja of Sattara ; and the 
Viceroy ordered him to commit what he had to propose in writing. Nago 
afterwards explained that 25,000 Europeans were required, and they should 
be paid for and subsidized. After Erculan’s mission, Nago came and resided 
at Rybunder. The mission of Nana Fatuck to Goa, in company with Nago, 
is confirmed by the evidence of his father. Hurry Punt Fatuck. 
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ment for payment to Raojee of what he considered due ^or his services. He, 
on tins occasion, remained at Sattara twenty days, during which he visited 
the houses of Govind Row Dewa^ a!nd the Senaputtee. To the fifth of the 
above interviews he was conducted by Rowlojee Naik, and the Raja inquired 
whether the Governor of Goa had departed, and for Nago and Erculati. 
Raojee Kotenees further explains how he first became acquainted with Nago, 
his being retained to aid him in his project at Goa, on a salary of Rupees 600 
per annum, and Nago’s coming to Goa in company with Nana Fatuck, and 
delivering a letter in a bag to Don Manoel. 

116. The above evidence is strongly supported by that of other witnesses. 
The servant, Pattoo, deposes that he himself accompanied Raojee to Sattara 
when Erculan proceeded to that place ; and Seekhojee, another servant, 
states that Raojee was at Sattara in company with Nago. The bankers, 
Teejeeram and Bhugwan, also state that he came to Sattara in July 18S6 ; 
and Govind Row Dewan, that he came there two or three times, and on one 
occasion dined with him at his house. Balkoba Kelkur confirms the accounf of 
the two last meetings with the Raja, and states that he received Rupees 1,500 
for his daughter's marriage, and a diamond ring. Hurry Punt Fatuck deposes 
that Raojee twice visited the Senaputtee, and that he himself was present 
at the third interview with the Raja, on which occasion Raojee informed the 
Raja that no answer to the yads had come from Portugal.” He likewise 
alludes to the fourth interview at the house of Dinkur Row. Lastly, Narrain 
Bhutt Chittey deposes to an interview in March 1835, and to one in April, 
when Raojee obtained Rupees 1,500, on which occasion ho communicated to 
the Raja some instructions from Don Manoel which had been committed to 
writing. This witness accompanied Raojee from Goa to Sattara in July 
1836, and confirms the fact of the two meetings with the Raja about that 
time, one being held at Dinkur Row’s and the other at the palace, at which 
he himself was present. I do not think that, supported by such evidence, 
the slightest doubt can be entertained of the nature of the communications 
held by Raojee Kotenees with the Raja; and I shall only further observe, 
that the two last meetings between the parties happened about the very time 
when, through other agents, the Raja was engaged in tampering with the 
Native officers of the 23d Regiment. 

117. The summary (A A. 8.) relates to what may be regarded as the most 
important of all the events connected with the Goa intrigue, namely, the 
mission of a Portuguese, named Herculano, from Goa to Sattara in June J831, 
and his introduction at night to the Raja. 

118. The accounts of this mission most to be relied on are contained in the 
depositions of Hurry Punt Fatuck and Raojee Kotenees, both of whom were 
actually present at the interview between the Raja and the emissary. The 
first states that the mission originated when his son, Nana Fatuck, went to Goa 
with Nago Deorao. The selection of Herculano for the purpose was very natural, 
because it was this person who first introduced Nago Deorao to llie Governor 
of Goa. It was to remove the suspicions respecting the truth of Nago’s pre- 
tensions which this person and Raojee entertained, that the mission was under- 
taken. Nana Fatuck came to Sattara and communicated these suspicions to 
his father, who communicated them to the Raja, who, without any hesitation, 
appears to have consented to the mission. Herculano and Raojee were accord- 
ingly conducted to Sattara, the former putting up in a garden belonging to the 
Raja, called Kurunja, the latter in the house of Hurry Punt. In the same night 
Rowlojee Naik conducted Herculano, Raojee Kotenees, and Hurry Punt 
Fatupk (the deponent) to the palace, where they had an interview with the 
Baja, the Senaputtee and Dinkur Row being present. Herculano delivered 
a letter from the Gfovernor, intimating that, according to invitation, he had 
been deputed, and Raojee Kotenees inquired, ‘'Is Nago Deorao of the Sirkar 

tV) which the Raja replied, " He is ours : whatever he may have spoken was 
“ spoken by ourselves, and whatever money he may hav€\ promised was 
“ promised by ourselves. In what time will our business be cff'cclod?” 
Herculano replied, ‘•Within three years.” After this the rest were dismissed ^ 
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with valuable presents.* Nago Dcorao was not present at the interview, but 
arrived at Sattara a few days afterwards. 

119. Raojee Kotenccs corroborates the a!»ove statement in most particulars. 
He says, that Nago himself proposed the mission to dispel the suspicion above 
alluded to; that at Herculano’s request he accompanied him to Sattara; 
describes how the different persons concerned travelled and arrived at Sattara. 
ITerculano remained outside the town, but he (Raojee) put up at Hurry l^unt's 
house. Rowlqjee Naik conducted the party to the palace. His account of the 
persons [jresent at the interview, of the conversation which occurred, and of 
their being dismissed with presents, does not materially vary from the pre- 
ceding statement. Finally, he states, that Nago was not himself present, but 
that he met him at Kodawly, and that Nago met Herculano at Meeruj 
shortly afterwards. 
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120. The testimony of Narrain Bhutt Chittey is next in importance. This 
person was with .Nana Fatnck and Nago Deorao at Goa when the mission was 
proposed. He corroborates the two preceding witnesses in regard to the 
cause oi‘ the mission. He accompanied Nana Fatuck to Sattara when he went 
and obtained the Raja’s assent to the mission. He states, that when Nana 
I’atuck went to conduct the mission to Sattara, he was informed that Hercu- 
lano was not there, but that he would be sent when he returned ; which state- 
ment, as 1 shall lieroafter shew, is confirmed by the documentary evidence in 
tins case. He confinns the statement, that whilst the mission was on its way 
to Sattara, the deponent met it at Pallee; and also, that Raojee Kotenees put 
up at Hurry Punt’s, and Herculano at Kurunja. On the night of his arrival, 
Herculano came to Hurry Punt’s house, wdien Rovviojee Naik came and con- 
ducted the mission to the palace. He stales, that he did not go himseif ; but 
that Hurry Punt informed him that Herculano had delivered a letter, and that 
presents liad l)e<^n given by the Raja, and among them a gold bangle for him 
(the deponent), the value of which is credited in Teejeeram’s accounts, under 
date the J9lli June J8;H. Finally, he states, that llerenlauo left Sattara the 
next day, llaojee Kotenees four or five days alter, and that Nago Deorao 
arrived at Sattara at the end of June, and put up with Hurry Punt. 


121 . Balkoba Kelkur corroborates many of the above particulars, and states, 
that he was at (ioa when the mission set out iu three parties l>y tlirec different 
roads, he (the de|K)nent) accompanying Nago. He further states, that Hercu- 
lano left Kurunja, where he had put up, in anger, and that he was sent after 
him, ami brought him back. He corroborates the fact of the party Imviug met 
at Hurry Punt’s house, and of their being conducted by Rowlojee Naik to 
the palace. He remained behind, but saw the party depart and return. Hurry 
Punt bringing with him stnne gold chains, which he said had been given him 
by the Raja. This witness, in the first instance, stated that Nago Deorao was 
of the party; but afterwards corrected himself, and said, that Nago did 
not arrive until the day after the interview had taken place. To what cause 
it was owing that Nago, who had set out with this witness from Goa, did not 
reacli Sattara at the same time, is not explained. 1 do not, however, think 
the circumstances material. Nago might easily slop for a night at Rena vec, 
Kodawly, or elsewhere ; and as tlie introduction of Erculan to the Raja was 
precipitated by the impatience of the former, the absence of Nago on the 
occasion is not very surprising. 

122. The evidence of Dajeeba Waeed on this point is of little value ; for, as 
he had not, at the time of the niissioii, joined actively in the plots, lie could 
speak only from hearsay. He states, that the mission originated with the 
Raja, after the yad of stipulations had been framed, and that the Raja visited 
Herculano previously to the interview at the palace. The same disqualilicatioii 
applies to the evidence of Wassodeo Shastry, who does not even know, the 
name of Herculano, but states, from hearsay, that a person wlio was called 
Moosafit camo/froin Goa to Sattara, and put up in the Kurunjabagh. The 

witnesses 
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witnesses, Morapunt Josee and Kasee Punt .Bundcray, merely allude to the 
mission ; the latter adding that presents were given. 

J2^1. No fewer than seven of Nago’s servants allude to the mission, and their 
evidence I regard as important ; for they can have no object in alluding to the 
event if it had not really occurred. 

Sunjeewun states, that he had heard that Trkool Christian, Raojee 
Kotenees, and Nago, had come from Goa to Sattara on the part of the 
Governor. ■ 

Aqjee gives a description of Irkool, and states that, after the meeting 
with the Raja, Nago met him at Meeruj. 

Venkuppa, that Nago brought Irkool to Sattara, although they did not 
come by the same route ; that Irkool remained at Sattara one night, and 
afterwards met Nago at Meeruj. 

Sukhojec, that he heard from his fellow-servants of the coming of Irkool 
to Sattara, and of the meeting at Meeruj. 

Hybuttec gives a description of Irkool, and deposes to the meeting at 
Meeruj. 

Pattoo says, that Irkool came in a dooly with twelve Goa bearers, 
lodged at night in the veranda of Hurry Punt’s house. He and Nago and 
others went out at night, but he does not know where ; they returned at 
dawn. Raojee Kotenees came to Sattara on the same occasion ; saw Ir- 
kool at Hurry Punt’s house with his own eyes. Nago afterwards met 
him at Meeruj. Ueponent accompanied Raojee Kotenees 1‘roni (ioa. 
Corrects himself, and states that Nago arrived three or four days after 
Irkool. 

Tcojecram, the banker, also deposes to the fact of Ilerciilano’s mission, 
and states that he travelled in a dooly having Christian bearers. 

J24. Such is the nature of the evidence by which the mission of Hcrculano 
is supported. 1 have been unable to detect any thing like the appearance of 
concert among the witnesses : they all agree in essential points, although they 
differ slightly in details. I feel no doubt that even Wassodeo Shastry refers 
to the same mission as tlu) other witnesses. He sj)caks, however, from hear- 
say merely, and “ Moosafit” may have been a term of general application to 
foreigners, or it may be the corruption of the name of some Portuguese in the 
service of the Pcishwa or of Bapoo Gokla. With regard to the contradiction 
among the witnesses in respect to Dcorao, as connected with this mission, it 
may easily, 1 think, be accounted for. The statement of Raojee Kotenees, 
corroborated by those of Hurry Punt Fatuck, and Narrain Bhutt Chittey, 
that Nago was not present but arrived a very lew days afterwards, is no doubt 
correct. Balkoba Kclkur himself corrected the mistake, and Dajeeba Waecd 
(lid not become one of the Muudullee, or party, until long after the mission. 
The mistake is, however, more apparent than real. It was one very likc-ly to 
occur, moreover ; for it is clearly established that Nago left Goa with the mis- 
sion, that he was with Raojee on the road when he was on the journey to 
Sattara, that Raojee again met him after the interview at Kodawly, a village 
close to Sattara, and that they again met at Meeruj, Herculano being present. 
It was this, we may suppose, whieh occasioned confusion in the minds of some 
of the witnesses ; and in such a mass of evidence, extending over a period of 
so many years, it is matter of surprise tliat contradictions are not more fre- 
quently to be detected. 

125. The summary (AA,9.) relates to an event which is almost of equal 
importance as the one just disposed of, namely, the mission to Goa, on the 
part of the Raja, of a person named Mahdeo Row Sirkey, and his introduction 
to Don Manoel, in September 1835. This mission is, I think, clearly esta- 
blished, though I do not think that the witnesses have fairly spoken out 
regarding what occurred at the interview with Don Manoel. It occurred at 
f^iihjiun, after the Governor had relanded from the ship in which he had em- 
barked at Vingorla. Mahdeo Row Sirkey had just entered in(o the service of 
the Raja, to wlioin, according to one of the witnesses, he was related. He 
died a short lime after his mission to Goa, 
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126. Hurry Punt Fatuck Mates, that the Raja directed him to effect the 

introduction, and he proposed to send Narrain Bhutt Chittey on this duty, 
but Narrain fell sick, and could not go. The Sirkey proceeded to Waree, and 
was met by Nago Deorao and Raojee Kotenees. Morapunt Josee was sent for 
the Sirkey, who was taken to Rybunder, and introduced to Don Manoel by 
Nago, Ruojee Kotenees, and Erculan. Narrain Bhutt Chittey confirms the 
preceding witness as to the share which he (the Chittey) took in the transac- 
tion, and adds, that, after the interview, Nago returned to Sattara, and obtained 
the sum of 8,000 rupees, alluded to in another part of this minute. Raojee 
Kotenees, after alluding to Don Manoel’s embarkation at Vingorla and his sub- 
sequent return to Panjum, states, that in September 1835, Nago and nimself 
proceeded to Rybunder, taking with them a ^ chundurbur, a pair of 

shawls, and other cloths, which had been received from Rowlojee Naik. 
With these he conducted the Sirkey to Rybunder, and introduced him to the 
Major-Domo, as a relation of the Raja, observing, “ As you are proceeding to 
“ Portugal, the friendship should not be forgotten; he has been deputed to 
“ mention this.’’ The Sirkey was then taken upstairs and introduced to Don 
Manoel, who said, that he intended to embark in about two months, and sent 
his best salaams. It is very probable that the Kotenees was present at the in- 
terview ; but he states tliat he remained in the steward’s room, and learned 
from Nago what had taken place. 

127. Morapunt Josee confirms the preceding witnesses, as to the fact of 
his having been sent to Waree to conduct the Sirkey to Rybunder, and the 
subsequent introduction of the Sirkey to Don Manoel at Panjum. The depo- 
nent remained in the Major-Domo’s room, the rest with Gopal Row, inter- 
j)reter, going up stairs, the Major-Domo having preceded them. 

128. Balkoba Kclkur states, that the Sirkey arrived at Rybunder on the 
2d September 1835, on the part of the Maharnj ; Morapunt Josee had been 
sent to call him. In company with Nago Deorao and Raojee Kotenees he was 
introduced to Don Manoel, to whom presents were made. 

129. Dajeeba Waeed states, that in April 1835, Nago brought and delivered 
a letter to the Raja from Don Manoel. After the Governor luul embarked at 
V^ingorla, and had relanded at Panjum, Nago brought a letter from him to tlie 
Sirkey, who was taken to Rybunder, and introduced to the Governor, to whom 
))resents were given. In October or November 1835, Nago brought a letter 
to the Raja Iroin Don Manoel regarding the Sirkey’s mission, and obtained 
8,000 rupees, “as a parting present from Don Manoel” and for other ex- 
penses. 

J30. Govind Row DcAvan states, that the Sirkey was in the Raja’s ser\uce ; 
that about three years ago he let t Sattara for Waree, when it was reported, 
“ He is going to Goa on the part of the Maliaraj.” The witness questioned 
Narrain Bhutt Chittey, who informed him that such was the case, and that 
the Sirkey was deputed to iiujuire whether what Nago and others reported 
were true or false. 

131. From the above detail it will, 1 think, be admitted that, though some 
slight variations occur in the evidence, it is in general consistent and conclu- 
sive, and' establishes the fact, that, as the representative of the Raja, Mahdeo 
Row Sirkey visited Goa, met Don Manoel, and made some presents to that 
j)erson. 

132. The next summary (AA. 10.), contains evidence regarding a design, on 
the part of the Raja, to send an agent with Don Manoel to Portugal. 

133. Hurry Punt Fatuck, after having alluded to the mission of Mahdeo 
Row Sirkey, states, that Nago Deorao returned and informed the Raja, that 
the Governor of Goa wished an agent on his Highness’s ])art to accompany 
him, and that then the business would be effected. On this account 8,000 
rupees were g/ven, and it was proposed to send Herculano. 

134 . Raojee Kotenees states, that in his interview with the llajainMarch 1 835, 
he was asked whether Erculan would go. He said that he did not know ; 
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but Nagc) answered in the affirmative. At another interview the Raja ob« 
served, “ Now there is no business at Goa. When the Viceroy goes, Erciilan 
“ will go, or some one else should be sent.’' The following day the witness .met 
Nago at Kodawly, and told him to go and arrange quickly for sending a 
person. On the occasion of his interview with the Raja at Dinkur Row's 
house, his Highness again inquired if any one had been sent ; and at his final 
interview at the palace, the Raja directed that Erculan should be sent with 
any companions of the Viceroy’s who might have remained behind, provided 
he was inclined to go. The witness said, he would inform Erculan, who was 
then at Demaiin ; when Narrain Bhutt observed, that he intended to go to 
Demaun ; and the Raja said, Go, and send oft' Erculan.” After this the 
Raja retired, and the Senaputtce then gave 300 rupees to deponent, and 650 
to Narrain Bhutt, of which 500 were intended for Erculan. 

135. Narrain Bhutt Chittey states, that he was informed by Hurry Punt, 
that the 8,000 rupees were paid to Nago ‘'to meet the expenses of sending a 
“ person with Don Manoel to Portugal and confirms the account given by 
Raqjec Kotenees of what occurred at the interview with the Raja when the sum 
of 050 rupees was bestowed ; adding, that himself and Raqjee went to 
Bombay with the intention of jirocccding to Dcmaiin and sending oft‘ Erculan, 
but that, oil their arrival there, they wrote requesting him to meet them in 
Bombay, and received a reply asking Iheiii to c(une to Dernauii. 

136. The important circumstance mentioned by the last \yitness is proved 
in the documentary evidence; and I think it pretty clearly established, that 
at one time the Raja really did entertain the idea of deputing an agent to 
Portugal, though the measure was never carried into effect, among other 
reasons, porhajis, because the attempt on the fidelity of tlie Soobadars was 
detected. 

137. Summary (A A. 11.) contains evidence to shew, that an epistolary 
correspondence was maintained between the Raja of Sattara and Don Manoel, 
Governor of Goa. This important branch of the inquiry will, of course, be 
more fully elucidated when I come to consider tlie documentary evidence : 
but it must be obvious, tliat if it can be [iroved that letters were interchanged 
between the ])arties, one link is supjilied towards proof of the truth and authen- 
ticity of so many of such letters, purporting to be between the parties, as have 
come into our possession. 

138. With regard to the letters purporting to have been addressed by the 
Raja to Don Manoel, it is proved in evidence that these were not invariably 
submitted Jor his Higliness’s approval, but that Nago prepared such drafts as 
he thought projier, sealed them, and (leliverc;d them as jirocceding from his 
master. There is not a single instanciJ proved of any letter having actually 
been written at Sattara with tlie cognizance of the Raja, and we are left to 
conjecture what was the nature of the powers delegated to Nago ; were it not, 
therefore, for the abundant evidence obtained of the connection which existed 
between the Raja and Nago, and for the fact, clearly proved, tliat the Raja 
received letters from Don Manoel alluding to letters wliich the latter had re- 
ceived, yiurportirig to proceed from tlie Raja, I should say that the corres- 
pondence of the Raja witli Don Manoel woqld be doubtful, and that we might 
infer that the letters written in his name might not have been authorized on 
his part. The evidence on this head may be summed up as follows : 

139. Dajeeba Waeed states, that previously to his becoming connected with 
these intrigues, Don Manoel wrote letters to the Raja, and tliat afterwards he 
saw two letters from the Governor, sealed in bags, the contents of which were 
unkno^^n to him. These letters used to be accompanied by Mahratta transla- 
tions prepared by “ Sukharam Kasmutt Goakur, the Dhobhasee Chitnavees/* 
put up with the Portuguese versions. Nago brought one of them from Vingorla 
in April 1835, and another in October or Nbvember 1836, regarding the 
mission of the Sirkey. Both were delivered to the Raja; aiid, on the last 
opfesion, the witness went with Nago as far as the palace. Morapimt Josee 
states, that on one occasion Don Manoel gave a letter to Nago, which Ba- 



lumbhut and himself broiigM to Sattara, and delivered to the Raja in the 
presence of several persons^honi he names. It was in Portuguese and 
Mahralta, and was as follows : — You sent out of friendship. There is much 
“ pleasure after communicating with the Houzoor (Portugal). The matter 

about continuing , a constant friendly intercourse with you will be replied 
** to, according to the answer which may be received.” He can state the 
contents, because he was near when the Maharaj read the Mahratta version 
of the letter. Hurry Punt Fatuck states, that at the interview between the 
Raja and Erculano, the latter delivered a letter from Don Manoel, intimating 
that Erculano had been sent according to invitation. It was in a bag and 
the Raja read it, one leaf being in Portuguese and the other in Mahratta. 
In 1835-6 Nago in his presence delivered to the Raja another letter from the 
Governor, and Nago informed him, that when he came to Sattara to ask how 
the articles of agreement were to be drawn up, he brought a letter. Raojee 
Kotenees confirms the statement, that Erculan, on his introduction to the Raja, 
delivered a letter from Don Manoel. 

140. Dajeeba Waced states, that lie does not know of any letter sent by 
the Raja from Sattara to (loa. Nago was appointed his Ilighness’s agent with 
full powers, and by the Raja’s orders used to write letters and deliver them. 
In January 1835, Nago made the witness write one to Don Manoel, as if 
from the Raja, regarding the nuptials of Gojra Saheb, the Raja’s daughter. 
Ralkoba Kolkur states, that lie heard, that whenever any letter was required 
to be written to the (lovernor, Nago wrote and attached the seal to it. Mora- 
punt Josee states, that Nago liimsclf wrote any letter or paper to be given to 
Don Manoel, and delivered it with the large and small seals (sicca and moor- 
tub) attached, and that he saw him do this four or five times. Raojee Kote- 
nces states, that, on his first introduction to the (lOvernor, Nago delivered a 
letter in a bag, to wliic^h he received a ref>ly. He then gives an in.stancc, 
which clearly establishes that Nago prepared a letter himsxdf, under circum- 
stances .which did not admit of a reference to the Raja. He had shown to 
Herculano a letter which Ai as disapproved of, and in two days he produced 
another, corresponding in tenor with what Herculano had suggested. 

141. Besides the above, then^ is evidence to shew that a packet of a cer- 
tain size, which is described, with two seals attached, was deposited with 
the father of the witness, (lopal .Icyram, in 1824-5, and wdiich was deli- 
vered to Nago at Simkeshwur in the following year, by a servant named Hy- 
biittee. Gopal states, that his father informed him that tlii.s related to the plots 
Jit Goa ; and the aliove is all the evidence which has been elicited on the 
subject. As I before observed, this branch of the inquiry will be further 
illustrated by the documentary evidence ; and I sliall only observe, that I 
consider it proved, that the Raja received letters from Don Manoel, but that, 
with regard to those addressed to the Viceioy, these were prepared at the 
discretion of Nago, under such general instructions as he may have received 
iiom his principal. 

142. The twelfth and best sinumary (AA. 12.) contains evidence, shewing 
that the Goa intrigues were j)artially knowji to Colonels Briggs and Ro!)ert- 
son, formerly Residents at Sattara. My colleagues will observe, that this 
fact has been acknowledged in one of the communications recently received 
from Dr. Milne on behalf of the Raja ; I will only therefore state my reason.s 
for deeming it of much importance. 

143. 1st. It clearly establishes, that, as deposed to l)y the agents em- 
ployed, these intrigues have occupied the Raja for many years. Colonel 
Briggs was appointed Resident at Sattara on the 11th February 1823, and 
resigned in February 1827 ; the intrigues must, therefore, have commenced 
before the latter date, which is exactly agreeable to the evidence. Colonel 
Robertson was appointed on the 5th April 1827 to succeed Colonel Briggs, 
smd resigned his appointment on the 2d January 1833. 

144. 2dly. ^t enhances the Raja's guilt in two ways. 

First, because it proves that his insane projects were entertained at a 
time when, outwardly, the utmost cordiality existed between the two 
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(lovernments, and consequently, that his|Conduct is not palliated, or 
to be accounted for, by irritation felt inconsequence of the discus- 
sions which afterwards arose respecting his Highness's claims over his 
» Jagbeerdars. 

Secondly. Because it proves that he persevered in the intrigue in defi- 
ance of the friendly, and, I have no doubt, explicit warnings and admoni- 
tions of ^he Resident, some time towards the close of the year 1827.* 
Thirdly. And this 1 conceive to be a most important reason ; it removes 
any suspicion of the (loa case having now been got up against the Raja 
by some party at enmity with him, who has heard that his High- 
ness lies under suspicion of treasonable plots against the British (io- 
vernincnt, and eagcily snatched at the opjiortunity of involving him in 
ruin. 

145. I will only further obserxe, that I have learned on good authority, 
that the fact of some iinjiroper intercoinso having been niainliuncd by the 
Raja of Sattara with (ioa, was known to Mr. Willmni Siinsoii, who wa«i in 
charge of the Residency during the interxal which inteivened between the 
resignation of Colonel Briggs and the arrival of ('olonel Roliertson, and like- 
wise to Hr. Bird, who was tor several years surgeon to the Sattara Residency. 

14G. I now proceed to the third lu^ad into whieh I hav(‘ divided my re- 
marks on the oral evidence, r/:. to shew that tlie testimony of most of tin* 
witnesses named under the iirst head is i ntitK‘d to credit, not only fioni the 
impossibility, in the circumstances under winch it was <jbtaincd, ot conc(*rl and 
collusion among them, or fiom the absmee of any adequate motive for the 
conspiracy which must have been imtcrid inti#, it then testimony is false, but 
likewise because it is, in many instaiUH s, directly opjaisi d to the interests 
and natural wishes of the witiussing parlies. 

147. Any one who weighs well the luimeroiis and ( \traoidinary coinci- 
dences which arc to be found m the mass of evidence forw aided by lacmte- 
naiit-CJoIoTicl Ovans, must, m my opinion, lie impressed with a perh^et con- 
viction of its general truth. The witnesses aic too luimeious, and composed 
of too many classes of society, to u*iuU‘i’ it piobablc that a combination has 
been formed among them, Jor the purpose of giving false t(‘slimony. On 
essential jioints all the inateriai w'ltiu'sses agree, although with those varia- 
tions to he expected from jiersous de]»osiug to the same facts Jiuh'pcndeiitly 
of one another. Vaiious diserepaucies, ami even contradictions, are likewise 
to be found in tlieir teslimou}. The chief of these I have already noticed, 
and they all can either lie satisfaeiorily reconciled, or may Jairly be attributed 
to the confusion of events and transactions (*inbracing a period of at least 
twelve years. Far fiom thinking that these variations should be considered as 
aflecting the general eiedibility of the witnessi‘s, I should have deemed the 
absence of such variations a clear token of conceit, and therefore open to the 
utmost distrust and suspieion. 

14B. On referring back to our lecords, it will be se(*n, that it was not until 
July 18r‘}7, that laeuteiiant-Cadonel Ovans, when prosecuting the inquiries 
whieh he had been directed to institute, consccpieatly to the receipt by 
Government of the jictition of (Jirjabace, obtained the first clue to the 
detection of the intiigiic at Goa. In a report dated the 12th August last, 
this able officer observed, 1 have already obtained evidence to slicw that 
^‘secret conimuiiicatious liave been going on with (Joa for years back, and 
that these were only suspended on the death of tl? * ])rincipai agent about 
“ twelve months back/’ In illustration of the nature of this intercourse, the 
Acting Resident submitted the deposition of Hajeeba Waced (No. 7 of my 
list), and stated, that all persons implicated in the intrigue had left Sattara, 
with the exception of Rowlojec Naik, and the bankers Tccjeeram and his 
&on*Bhugwan. He added, that every exertion would be madc<o secure their 
attendance ; but that, as some of them Iiad concealed themselves, and others 
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were at a'^distance, he feared that some time might elapse before the result of SATTAttA 
bis investigation could be reported. PAPERS* 

149. The following extracts from the evidence. List A of the Acting Resi- Minute 
dent’s report, will shew how the witnesses were at that period scattered about 5 

the country, - ^ • 

Wassodeo Shastry (No. 11 of my list), who was examined on the 20th 
July 1837, stated, that at that time Hurry Punt Fatuck was at Poona, 

“ Narrain Bhutt Chittey at Alundee, Balkoba Kelkur at Sawunt Warree, 

Morapunt Josee at Tasgdon near Meeruj, and Dajeeba Waeed at 
Waee.” 

Dajeeba Waced ( No. 7 of my list), who was first examined on the 
7th August 1837, stated, that at that time “ Irkool was at Deinaun, 

“ Raojee Kotenccs at Bombay in the house of Soonder Bawajee, Hurry 
Punt F’atnck at Poona, Teejeeram and his son at Sattara, Morapunt 
“ Josee at Waree, Balumbhut Moongeykur at Korgaon in the Goa 
“ district, Balkoba Kelkur at Waree, Narrain Bhutt Chittey at Poona, 
and that, of the servants who were with Nago Deorao, and of the 
“attendants who used to go about with him, some were at Renavee, 

“ some at Waree, and some at Hutnoor, under Sunkeshwur.’’ 

150. It was on the above information that, by the zeal and diligence of the 
Acting Resident, the i)rineij)al persons implicated were traced out and appre- 
hended, under such circumstances as prevented the possibility of a general 
combination among them ; and, even at the risk of seeming tedious, 1 will now 
briefly allude to tlie circiiinstanecs in question, as chiefly gained from the 
witnesses themselves. 

151. The order*in wliich the evidence was recorded will be seen on reference 
to list A. of Lientenant-Colonel Ovuus’s report, in which it is arranged accord- 
ing to the dates on which the persons were produced before that officer, and 
not according to the subject, or tiie importance, of the testimony of each 
fatness. The first deposition w^as taken on the 20th July 1837, the last on 
the 10th November following, and it will be remarked, that the most impor- 
tant evidence was obtairu'd towards tlie termination of the inquiry. ( Vide 
Nos. 21, 22, 25, and 20 of the list quoted.) 

152. The principal witnesses are Dajeeba Waced, Balkoba Kelkur, Mora- 
punt Josee, Narrain Bhutt Chittey, Hurry Punt Fatuck, Raojee Kotenees, and 
the banker Teejeeram, and his son Bhugwandoss. 

153. The first was the nephew of Nago Deorao, and was his almost constant 
companion during the last three years of his life, and was with him when he 
died. lie was brought, for the purpose of being examined, from Waee, a 
town about twenty miles from Sattara, having no knowledge of what was 
going on, or for what purpose he was sunuiioncd. The Acting Resident had 
not even knowledge of the inforniatioii which he ultimately afforded. At first 
he was a little alarmed, but said he would tell all if he were supported. He 
was simply promised protection, and he then drew up a long and minute detail 
of all his uncle's proceedings. He is reported to be clever and intelligent, 
and has never been under any other restraint than that of holding no coni- 
inunicatiou with the ^wn’s people. 

154. The second was Nago Deorao’s brother-in-law, and it was from him 
that we shall liercafter see that Nago’s papers and seals were obtained. This 
person was brought from the village of Araba, in the Goa territory, by Dajeeba 
Waeed and a Residency Peon named Ballaram, deputed for the purpose by 
the Acting Resident. For an account of bis apprehension, I beg to refer to the 
depositions of those persons (Nos. 23 and 24, list A). In his own evidence 
Balkoba says, “Dajeeba Waeed and Ballaram Chuprassee came to Malpa after 
‘‘ visiting Waree. My domestic, Appajee, came from Waree, and informed me. 

“Then being terrified, I secreted myself at Chicklee; Dajeeba employed a 
“ mediator, and gave me a pledge, and on this I met him and Ballaram at Araba: 

“ afterwards, by way of Waree, I came to Sattara.” The Peon states, that he 
proceeded to Waree, and found that Balkoba had gone into the Portuguese 

territory ; 



territory ; that he went to Pedney and Araba, but could not find Baflkoba : he 
however opened a communication with him, and having obtained a pledge of 
protection, as he said he was a guilty man, Balkoba came to Araba, and 
ultimately to Sattara. This account is fully confirmed by Dajeeba Waeed. 

155. Whilst at Waree, the emissaries discovered that the third person of the 
above list was at that place, having been imprisoned by the Waree Govern- 
ment, Both Dajeeba and the Peon state that they requested that Morapunt 
might be delivered up to them, but the authorities at Waree refused, stating 
that they must' first make a reference to Rutnaghcery. In his own deposition 
Morapunt admits that he was under restraint when the emissaries arrived,\ 
and that he was first sent to Rutnagheery and then to Sattara. On the 19th ' 
October, Mr. Spooner, the Acting Collector, was instructed to forward Mora- 
purit to Sattara, and he was accordingly sent to that place under a guard. 

166. The fourth and fifth persons were the agents in communication with 
the Raja at Sattara, during the period when the intrigues were in progress. 

a report, dated the lltli of September last, the Aeting Resident observes 
aTs follows: “ I have been in communication with the Magistrate at Poona 
with regard to Hurry Punt Fatuck and Narrain Bhutt Cliittey, and every 
“ exertion has been made to discover them without success.*’ On the 27th 
of tlie same month the Acting Resident reported that, ‘‘ through the assist- 
ance of Govind Row^ and the ])rompt measures of the Magistrate of Poona, 
Hurry Punt Fatuck had been secured at Cliinchoor, and w^as tlien in custody 
at Sattara.’* On the 12th 0(‘tober Mr. Mills, tlio Magistrate, reported, that 
“ on the receipt of intelligence from the Judge of Ahmedniigger, that Hurry 
Punt Fatuck was concealed in a house at (Uiiiichoor, he had despatched a 
Carcoon and' two Peons with orders to search for him, which they did, and 
“ found and brought him a prisoner to Poona." 

157. I have been unable to discover the precise date on which Narrain 
Bhutt Chittey was apprehended, but it must luive been towards the very end 
of October last. In his letter of the 27th September, Lieutenant-Colonel 
Ovans stated, that he had hoped that Narrain Bhutt would have been secured 
at the same time as Hurry Punt ; but he adds, “ In consequence of some 
alarm, he left his retreat in Poona a few days ago, and has not since been 
“ heard of, and 1 have reason to believe he took this step after communicating 
‘‘ with the authorities here (Sattara)." In his own evidence, Narrain Bhutt 
says: — In September 1 83G, myself and Raojee Kotenees left Sattara and 
went to Poona, from whence we visited Bombay. 1 returned to Poona, and 
“ now Mr. Mills has sent me to Sattara." It was, in fact, through the active 
exertions of Mr. Mills that this person was ultimately secured. 

15S. The fifth person on the list, Raojee Kotenees, was however apprehended 
under circumstances which prevented, in a greater degree than in any other 
case, all chance of concert. He himself states, that he went to Bombay in 
October 1836, and lodged in the Waree of Soonder Bawajee. He lived in the 
British territory, with the intention of returning to Goa, when a Portuguese 
ship arrived, and tranquillity was restored. In May 1837, he came to Alundee 
and met Narram Bhutt Chittey at Poona, He returned to Bombay, where he 
was apprehended and brought to Sattara, “ We are inhabitants,” he adds, 
of the Goa districts, and are not acquainted with the state of affairs over 
“ the Desh (Deccan)." In fact, my colleagues will recollect that this per- 
son was, under the advice of the Advocate-General, apprehended by the 
Superintendent of Police at Bombay,* in virtue of an Order in Council on 
the 7lh September last, and that, immediately after his apprehension he was 
forwarded to Sattara, under injunctions to prevent any person from communi- 
cating with him until delivered over to Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans,t who 
, reported his arrival at Sattara on the 18th September. When he was thus 
seized at Bombay, without the slightest suspicion that he had been denounced, 
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documentary evidence of some importance^ in elucidation of the Goa intrigues, 
came into our possession. 

169. The two last persons on the list were residing at Sattara. Their evi- 
dence is of great moment, and being supported by their books, cannot be 
doubted. With respect to them, Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans, in the sixteenth 
paragraph of his report, observes: — ** From the bankers being inhabitants of 

Sattara, and having everything at stake, their evidence has been given with 
“ great caution;” and, I beg to add, that it was given in direct opposition to 
their own interests, residing, as they do, under the authority of a despotic 
prince, and one whom their statements affect so unfavourably. 

160. With regard to the seven servants of Nago Deorao, the same im- 
probability of collusion exists, independently of the entire absence of any 
motive, that 1 can discover, to induce them to bear false witness. The ser- 
vants, Khundoo, Pattoo, and Ilybiittee, were brought from separate villages 
in the neighbourhood of Sattara. Sunjccwuii Brahmin, Kesow .Tosee, and 
the attendants Aojec and Sukhojeo, w^ere brought from Revensidh, a place 
about forty miles from Sattara, and Wassodeo Shastry was brought from 
Mahgaum, a village three miles from Sattara, in the neighbourhood of that 
city. 

101, In the sixteenth paragraph of his report, Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans re- 
marks: — “ The greater part of the witnesses have been bronglit from a dis- 
“ taiice, witliout any chance of collusion, and certainly without any object to 
“ induce them to depose falsely ; and I think it must be admitted, that the 
“ testimony borne by them, agreeing as it does in all material points, can 
“only be founded on truth.” In this opinion I entirely coincide: but, be- 
sides this, 1 assert, that the evidence has been obtained under very adverse 
circumstances; for ])ower, influence, money, and threats, have all been 
lavishly exerted against our eliciting* the Irutli. In his report of the Cth Sep- 
,^teinbcr last, the Acting Resident says : — “ Ilis (Bulwunt Row Chitnavecs), 
“ as well as Covind Row’s salary, is still continued to thenr respective fami- 
“ lies, and they are held up as examples to any others who may be examined, 
“ whilst those who are suspected of having spoken the truth are tlirciateiied 
“ and degraded.” 

1G2. In a letter, doted the 23d August 1837, the Acting Resident states 
(paragraph tire) : — “ Every expedient is still resorted to to disgrace and alarm 
“ those w’ho are sus])ected of be ing in comniunieatioii with me, and they dread 
“ the consequences, if this Government have it in their power to deal 
“ with them,” 

163. In a recent despatch, dated 12th JMarch 1838, Lieutenant-Colonel 
Ovans thus forcibly alludes to the circumstances under which his inquiries 
have been conducted : - “ I have been iiiiwilling to obtrude the difficulties 
“ of all kinds experienced here on the attention of Government, as regards 

these witnesses ; but it is incumbent on me to take this opportunity of men- 

tioning that, in addition to the personal violence now apprehended by these 
“ persons, it is also much to be feared, tliut all the means of subsistCTice de- 
“ rived by them from this Government, or from any property within this juris- 
‘‘ diction, will likewise be sequestrated. The pension of 100 rupees per inen- 
“ sem, enjoyed by Abba Parisnees, has been stopped, as well as all his other 
“emoluments; and although Abba Mareek and Elqjee Mohiteh still hold 
“ some small /inks in their native villages, it is very likely that these, under 
“ some false pretext, will shortly be seized. On the other hand, the pensions 
“ and emoluments of the persons labouring under the charge of treasorx to the 
“ British Government are continued to them, and they are encouraged in every 

way, and held up as examples for the imitation of the rest.” 

164, I could multiply these proofs, in support of my argument, tha]; the 
probabilities are against the supposition, that the witnesses in this case have 
combined to implicate the Raja in these proceedings. I cannot discover a 
single instance in which they have volunteered their testimony against him ; 
unci certainly, in the majority of cases, it has been wrung from them by the 
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? force of circumstances entirely beyond their control. In no instance can I 

PAFERS. reasonable ground for a suspicion, that the testimony has been afforded 

Minute out of any hostile animus towards the Raja; but, on the contrary, if any bias 
by the Governor, existed at all, it was probably in his favour. True, most of the witnesses are 
o May 1838. deeply implicated in his Highness’s treacherous designs, and may justly appre- 
hend the consequences, but this feeling would naturally have led them to 
suppress and falsify the truth, rather than make disclosures which equally 
criminate their patron and themselves. 

165. I now proceed, in the fourth and last place, to consider how far the 
testimonies, considered generally, of the witnesses, carry with them, the' 
marks of honesty ; or, which is the same thing, what is the internal evidence 
of the truth of the narrative which is to be elicited from their several statements. 

106. I havealready admitted that many instances of discrepancies, and some 
few of direct contradiction, may be found. No less, I repeat, could be ex- 
pected, where a great number of persons were called to relate transactions 
spreading retrospectively over a period of twelve years. But if we keep 
this in mind, and if we are further careful to distinguish between the 
instances in which the witnesses speak to facts immediately within their 
own knowledge, or at least to which their observation was fully directed 
at the time of their occurrence, and those where they speak from casual, 
and perhaps long subsequent hearsay, we shall be struck only with the 
general harmony and consistency of their evidence ; and this im|)ression will 
be strong, in proportion to the care with which the several examinations are 
studied. 1 do not mean, a jealous and diligent sifting of the evidence 
will not occasionally bring to light discrepancies which might escape the 
notice of the cursory reader; but that the completer the ii)Sj)ectioni we make, 
the greater, on the whole, will be the feeling of satisfaction created. 

1G7. In truth, I do not believe that any thing could produce the effect just 
described, but that total impossibility of concerting a story to which I have 
before referred, and the necessity under wliich the witnesses found themselves*^ 
of telling the truth in leading points, as their safest course. Comparing the 
body of evidence in that case with that produced in almost any legitimate 
question before the courts of justice, when Natives are the witnesses, in respect 
to the general character of consisteney and credibility which belongs to each, 
the advantage is, beyond all measure or comparison, in favour of the former. 
The reason is, because, in a judicial inquiry regularly instituted, there is oppor- 
tunity to concert a story and to drill or suborn witnesses ; and, in operations of 
this kind, the Natives are known to be very ingenious and not very scrupulous: 
and as the same plan is acted on by both parties, the mass of evideaice collected 
in a Native cause of importance, generally exhibits great contradictions, and, 
not very rarely, conveys the idea of a frightful conflict of perjury. In the case 
under consideration, I feel little doubt that the witnesses, or most of them, 
have told their story in a way favourable to themselves rather than otherwise ; 
but I believe that, taken by surprise, ignorant how much others might or might 
not have disclosed, and convinced from tlie manner and assurances of the 
Acting Resident, to wliom in this, as in other respects, great credit is due, that 
their best chance was in stating the truth and not attempting to suppress 
leading facts, they have, for the most part, taken that course. On no other 
principle can the general, and at the same time unlaboured, coincidence of 
their several narratives be explained. 

168. I have used the expression “ unlaboured coincidence.” The mere 
agreement of different persons deposing to the same transactions might suggest 
the idea of concert, and this in proportion to the minuteness and exactness of 
their several reports, if it did not seem to be natural and undesigned. What it 
is precisely which conveys the idea of an uiitksigmd agreement between two 
or more statements of the same transactions ; what it is that gives to different 
testimonies the air of coincidence without concert, it would not be very easy 
to describe ; but a perusal of this evidence has certainly impressed me with 
that idea. Some fact seems to escape one witness, and is left unexplained by 
him, the real bearing of which does not appear till his evidence is collated 

with 
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with that of others, who state or allude to the same fact, though perhaps in a 
different connexion, and with the addition of other incidents. Circumstances 
are deposed to by one, which carry more or less of improbability on their very 
face, but which, when dovetailed with other circumstances produced by a 
different person, who was examined perhaps long afterwards, assume a quite 
natural appearance. Dates are wanting in one deposition, which may be made 
out from another, and not perhaps even from that other without a good deal 
of collation and inference. Nor must 1 omit here to mention, as a very mate- 
rial circumstance, that in some instances in which a witness has casually 
alluded to some extensive event, and perhaps has so timed that event sis at 
first sight to throw a doubt on the truth of his statement, careful examination 
has verified his correctness. 

169. It is difficult, by detaching instances, so to exemplify tliat which I 
have mentioned, as to do it justice; yot 1 will make the attempt. 

170. I have observed in the fornu'r part of Il)is minute, tliat the deputation 
of Mahdeo Row Sirkey to ])ay the |)arling visit to Don Manocl before his 
departure for Kurope, could not but be felt as a coin])limcnt by that person; 
yet still the proceeding, though not very extraordinary, is one which we 
shouhl hardly have expected. Nago Dcorao was the a(‘crcditc*d agent of the 
Raja with the Viceroy of (loa. Jn that character he had been formally 
introduced by the Raja Ininsrlf, to tlie Viceroy's agent, llcrculano ; and he 
seems to have throughout conducted himself in it with ^rcat diligence, fidelity, 
and, as far as the ease admitteil of it, success. It is not very easy, tlii'refore, 
to understand why he should have been superseded on tins occasion, and 
especially as he himself nccompaiiicd the Sirkey in his visit. Some obscure 
intimation ol tlie reason may seem to lurk in the evidence of Narrain (Jhittey, 
who tells us, that “the Mahanij said,” introducing the Sirkey to Don 
Manoel, “ let him ascertain about the business.’' This is consistent with the 
supposition, that sonu* distrust of tin* correctness of Nago’s reports of his 
interviews with Don Manocl began lt» bx* felt, but still it does not directly 
countenaiiee tliat suj>position. A clear implication to the same effect may be 
found in a ciivunistauee staled by Daji'eba, not in liis de|)osition, but in 
answer to a (juestion. Having returnetl to Saftara from his jomt visit with 
the Sirkey, Nago d(divered to the Raja a letter from Don Manoel. lie then 
came and told Dajeeba, that both the Senapultee and Dinkiir Row had, in 
the jireceding April, told tlie Raja that his (Nago’s) honesty was to be sus- 
pected, but tliat on his delivering the h'tter they were all pleased, and that 
on his saying that the Sirkey, when ho arrived, w^ouhl relate the circumstances 
of the visit, the Mahar<ij said, “ There is no need of the Sirkey; hitherto you 
“ have ])cen our inokhtiar (accredited agent).” What here comes out, how- 
ever, by inference and ineidenlally, is directly said by (loviml Row Dc wan, a 
witness examined at Ahmediiugger by Mr. Halt, and who, having been kept 
in strict corifiiiemeiit from an early period, could not have coinmiuiit'ated 
with any of the other witnesses, lie says that, hearing a rumour that Mah- 
deo Row Sirkc'v, who was going to fetch his family from Waree to Sattara, 
was also ciiarged with a mission tt) Don Manoel, he questioned Narrain 
Chittey on the subject, when the latter unswxTed, “The Sirkey is going for 
“ his private affairs, lie has been told by the Maharaj that, under pretence 
‘‘of the Deo going onwards to (Jua, trhether (he tnaUers which the Waved 
**(Nago) and others mentioned here be true or faisc^ ascertain this hi/ visiting 
“ the U over nor there r 

171. I give another instance. Nago having come from Sattara, after his visit 
with the Sirkey, to pay yet another visit lo Don Manoel, was, in consequence 
of circumstances not necessary to be here recorded, too late for the ex-Vice- 
roy. Nago’s mission being now at an end, it might have beeii expected that 
he should return to Sattara. In fact, the Raja expicted him immediately, as 
appears from the testimonies both of Raojee Koteuecs and Narrain Chittey. 
Nago, howeve.r, went to Waree, where he was afterwards taken sick and 
died. Two good witnesses, Dajeeba and Balkoba, assign as the reason of 
his coming to Waree, that Don Manoel was gone, and that nothing more was 

lo be 


« ATTAR A 
PAPERS. 

Minute 
} the* Governo 
r> May IS38. 



SAirAHA 

PAPERS, 

Minute 

, b^- llie Governor 
A May 18:^8. 


■" 15C ' ' , :iPHK:f 

to be done at Goa. This appears to be a good reason for quitting Goa, but not for 
his repairing to Waree, unless he had merely /taken that place in his way 
over the Himmvmt Ghaut to Sattara, which does not appear to have been the 
cjise, for it is plain that he was making some stay there, when he fell ill. 
Dajeeba, who was with him at the time and till his death,* says that he 
became sick “ shortly after ” his arrival at Waree ; and as his disorder was 
dropsy, an^ he reached Waree early in April, and did not die till the 30th 
of July, there is, at least, no necessity for believing that the disorder arrested 
his journey. The true reason for his repairing to Waree, which could not 
even be suspected from the testimony of any other witness, is given by Mora- 
punt Josee. This person had been deputed by Nago to Waree, to recover 
the clothes of which he had been plundered, as already mentioned, during his 
immediately previous journey from Sattara. One of the thieves had con- 
fessed the theft, but the property was not restored. From MorapunFs account, 
indeed, it would appear, tliat one or more persons of interest were concerned 
in the atlair ; and lje says distinctly, that the Waree authorities did not make 
a full inquiry: “I will make the inquiries to day or to-morrow; so he 
“ excused himself. Upon niy writing this circumstance to Nana (Nago), he, 
“ in consequence, came to Waree in the month of Chytur (April), together 
witli his mundullec (party), lie having met Shrimunt Ba{)po Sahib, and 
“ upon his telling him to remain quiet for some time, he rcmaine*d in the house 
of the Neroorkur.” 

172. I give a third example. Wassodco Shastry Agasee calls the agent, 
or envoy, whom Don Matioel sent to Sattara, by the name of Moosafit. This 
witness himself says, that he heard of the matter afterwards on a visit to 
Sattara. He is clearly mistaken in naming the |)erson in question Moosafit, 
for thirteen otlier witnesses call him Irkool or Ereulan ; nor is it fjossible to 
guess the cause of the mistake. But, as he further adds, this man had origi- 
nally been a servant of Hapi»oo (iokla (meaning, 1 believe, not the well known 
minister of the last l^eishwa, but an acquaintance of the Swamec of Sunkesh- 
wur so named),']’ the natural inference would be, that tlie person alluded to 
was some Hindu or Mussulman ; whereas it clearly appears from other wit- 
nesses, that he was a “ Christian,’’ that is, a native Portuguese. I’his infer- 
ence, Jmwever, the witness himself obviates, by a fact incidentally, but very 
naturally introduced. Fie .says, that Moosafit, when introduced into the 
palace secretly at night, put on a Moglacc dress thus clearly shewing 
that lie ordinarily wore the Jiuroj>ean halut ; which, it may be added, is 
very particularly stated of llereulano both by Aojec and Ilybuttee. 

173. I will mention only one other iilstanee, but to me it seems a very 
remarkable one. On occasion of the introduction of Herculaiio to the Raja 
Nago Deorao was not prescuit. Tliis is distinctly stated by all the most com- 
petent witnesses, thougli two or three, confessedly speaking from hearsay, 
state otherwise. The circumstance, at first sight, is not a little puzzling. It 
will he observed, that the very object of this visit was, that Nago might be 
accredited by the Raja, in person, as his envoy to Goa; and as Nago actually 
set out from Goa at the same lime with llereulano for Sattara, though became 
by another route, the plain inference is, tliat it was actually intended that he 
should be present : and one cannot but wonder that the introduction should 
not have been delayed till his arrival, which, in point of fact, took place 
iiiunediately afterwards. Some of the witnesses, liowever, mention circum- 
stances which seem to me sufficiently to explain the matter, and which are 
the more observable, because they are not introduced for tlic purpose of 
explaining it (no que.stion having been put on the subject), but come out in 
the course of the narrative. Balkoba states,]: that llereulano, displeased on 
his arrival at Sattara to find that no previous arrangement had been made for 

set out for Waree. Balkoba and Balumbhut were thereupon dispatched 
to fetch him back, which they did. He was told, “ this very night a meeting 
“ between you and the Maharaj will take place.” The meeting took place 

, accordingly. 

• Dajeeba's statement at beginning. 

f Mentioned in Narraiu Dhutt Siddee's evidence, taken by Mr. Dunlop. J Paragraph 9. 
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accordingly. The fact. It should be observed, of Herculano’s having gone off sattaRjIl 
to Warree and having been brought back, though not the reason of it, is stated * PAPERS/ 
by Raojee Kotenees,* who also describes the confusion of the nmndullee on Mmute 
finding that he had gone off : Why have you sent Erculan away so they by the Govenk 

said very mournfully. ' 5 May 1837. 

174. The impatience of Herculano there, which is farther testified by his 
having left Sattara for Meeruj and Goa the very next morning, !' and which 
perhaps is not very surprising, considering the awkwardness of his situation 
as a secret emissary from Goa, and engaged in a treacherous plot against the 
British Government, affords a fair explanation of the interview having taken 
place in Nago’s absence. It would naturally be thought a great object to con- 
sult the wishes and feelings of the Portuguese Envoy ; and if he, tiie very 
person for whose assurance Nago was to be accredited, was content that Nago 
should be absent on the occasion, no other party had a fair right to object. 

175. I acknowledge that, to me, the absence of Nago from this interview 
seems a strong proof in favour of the trutli of the whole story. Had the narra- 
tive been concerted by the witnesses, they would not have failed to make him 
present and a leading ])arty. It would never have occurred to a fabricator 
to concert the interview, leaving out the very person for whose sake it was 
chiefly held. There could be no difficulty in introducing him on any supposi- 
tion ; none, certainly, if he an imaginary person ; nor any, if he was, as 
they said, a rc^al one ; for all of them declared that he was dead, nor did any 
other part of tlieir story require his presence elsewhere. On the other hand, 
if we suppose that the alleged fabricators, for some unimaginable reason or 
other, really found it necessary to leave so ca}>ital a person out of their story, 
wc may be sure that they would have been at pains to explain the cause of 
his absence, instead of leaving the explanation to be gathered, at hap- 
hazard, from incidental circumstances. Here, then, we have an incident 
recorded, which at first view wears, in some degree, an air of improbability; 
but when the circumstances are iully looked into, the improbability disappears, 
while, at the same time, the fact of that iiiquobablo incident forming a part of 
the story does itself become an argument that the story is true. 

170. It is not, however, possible, as 1 have already observed, to convey, by 
detached extracts, an ade(|uatc conception of the manner and effect of a con- 
siderable body of evidence on any subject. It is like exhibiting a few features 
of a face, by way of representing the expression of the countenance. I will, 
therefore, only observe further on this | joint, that, even liad it been possible for 
the persons examined to manufacture and arrange a false tale in criniination 
of the Raja, yet there is generally about tliese narratives an air of nature and 
a circumstantiality joined witli it, of which forgery is hardly capable. So far 
as the different witnesses take distinct and peculiar ground, the facts dwelt on 
by each are precisely what might have been exijccted from the situation or 
circumstances of the individual. The servants of Nago say little of the plot; 
but they arc most particular iu describing their master’s movements, from the 
very beginning of their service. Morapunt Josee gratuitously enlarges on 
the death of his uncle Chinta|>unt Josee, and on the widow of the deceased 
having become a sutte^,*uncl on tlie expenses of the funeral and suttee having 
been partly defrayed by the Raja of Sattara, and on a promise from the Raja 
to defray the balance, as also to pay a debt owing by the widow at the time 
of self-sacrifice, for which the witness had made himself responsible. The 
same witness having been eniployed by Nago in bringing to justice the persons 
who robbed him, naturally details the circumstances of the robbery, and the 
steps he took in the affair afterwards ; on neither of which subjects any'other 
witness touches. It is curious, that the witness also enlarged on this robbery 
when he was examined before Mr. Spooner at Rutnagheery. Raojee Kotenees 
is copious in stating the ill-usage which Nago had shewn him, in paying him 
so poorly for his services, 'and he describes the complaints which he conse- 
quently made to the Raja or his officers, and which had the good effect of 
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bringing him some sums of money ; while, on these points, except as to the 
fact that certain payments were then made to him by the Raja, all the other 
examinants are perfectly silent. There is also a great air of probability in 
some incidents mentioned by Balkoba and Narrain Bbutt Chittey, indicating 
the petty jealousy with which Nago was regarded by some of the other persons 
concerned. 


177. Before I close this topic, I must prove what I have observed above, 
that some of the witnesses alluded to extrinsic events as having taken place 
at particular times, and that such allusions are found to be correct. 

178. I have elsewhere remarked, that the circumstances of Don Peres 
having arrived at Goa from Portugal with the title of Prefect, and of his 
having afterwards found it necessary, in the disturbed state of (Joa, to proceed 
to Bombay, and of Don ManoePs having at one time embarked at Vingorla for 
Europe, and of his having relanded in consequence of a dispute with the 
Captain of the vessel, and having for a time resided there, and of his having 
finally re-embarked for Lisbon in March I83(), arc very accurately mentioned 
or referred to by some of the witnesses. These, however, it may be said, 
being recent and notorious events, there is no great wonder that they should 
have been well known to the persons examined, or that a feigned story, which 
immediately related to Goa and its Government, should have been success- 
fully adapted to them. Still I cannot but think, that the circumstance 
alluded to aids and confirms the argument for the veracity of the witnesses; 
but, in order to avoid the objection, I have been induced to test the correctness 
of the witnesses, in instances where they incidentally incntion facts not neces- 
sarily connected with their story, and perhaps of a remote date. 

179. The commencement and early part of Nago's connection with Sattara 
are given by several witnesses, but the dates arc only given by reference to 
public events. “ He came to Sattara,,” says Murry Punt Fatuck, “ about 
“ two or three years after the introduction ol‘ the Company’s rule.” The treaty 
of Sattara bears date on the 25th Se|)tember 1819 ; and this, therefore, would 
bring Nago to Sattara about 1822. Ills first visit to the Goa territory, as I 
have before observed, preceded (and yet it could not long have preceded) the 
coming of the Swamee of Sunkeshwnr to Sattara in June 1825 ; for it was in 
consequence of the report made by him alter that visit, that the Swamee re- 
paired to Sattara. It may be fairly conjectured, therefore, that the date of 
that visit to the Goa territory (for he did net go to Goa itseli) was early in 
1825. 


180. On the above fact f found the first instance of coincidence with his- 
tory which I urn about to mention. Da jeeba Waeed speaking (and, as he says, 
on the information of Nago himself) of Nvigo's first visit to Goa, says, that “ he 
“ went on the Kittoor expedition, and from Kittoor he went to Goa.” Da- 
jeeba, it will be recollected, was not personally connected with the Goa 
intrigue till several years after its commencement; and his evidence, most 
valuable where it relates to the transactions in which he had himself been 
concerned, is often inaccurate from hearsay. Respecting this very visit to 
Goa, he tells us that Nago had an interview with Don Manoel, which is quite 
incorrect. But Dajeeba, who knew that Nago had ’^frequently seen Don 
Manoel at Goa before he was himself connected with Nago, might very easily 
mistake and mis-state the time when the first of those interviews took place ; 
and yet it did not seem to me likely that, in stating the remarkable circum- 
stance of Nago’s having gone on the Kittoor expedition, a circumstance not 
mentioned by any other witness, he could well be mistaken if such was 
really ' the fact. Nor i.s the fact in itself unlikely j for Nago, as all the evi- 
dence shews, had till then been a sort of soldier of fortune, and was in 
search of employment, which might naturally lead him to a scene where mili- 
tary, operations were in progress. The witness, I should observe, gives not 
the least hint of the time when either the Kittoor expedition, or the subsequent 
Goa visit, took place; but the evidence of other witnesses refers the Goa visit 
to the early part of 1825, and, therefore, if Dajeeba spoke the truth, the Kit- 
toor expedition must almost of necess^ity have taken place in 1824, and pro- 
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bably late in that year. To test his accuracy, then, I looked to see how far 
history supported him, and the result is as follows. , An insurrection broke out 
at Kittoor on the 23d October 1824, and the fort was seized by the insurgents, 
A large force, consisting of several regiments of infantry and cavalry, with 
horse and foot artillery, marched to suppress it, under the command of 
Lieutenant-Colonel Deacon, and the fort was recaptured on the 5th Decem- 
ber 1824. 

181. The value of the above example consists in this, that the date of Da- 
jeeba’s fact is not given by himself, either directly or by implication. It can 
be made out only by a collation of his testimony with that of other witnesses, 
who do not even mention the fact ; and then, when so made out, it is found to 
be agreeable to history. 

182. I give a second instance. Hybuttce, who is very minute as to inci- 
dents but gives no dates, tells us, that he was taken into the service of Nago 
at Sattara fifteen days before the Raja set out for the Singhust at Nassick, 
which, as has appeared, was in 1825. The witness farther says, that at that 
time he had been labouring one year in Sattara. But what had led him to 
labour ? “ In Ihc .same j/mr,'' he says, “ my cattle died ; therefore I laboured 
one year in Sattara.” If the witness then spoke the truth, some sort of 
scarcity must liave occurred in the year 1824; and such was remarkably the 
fact. The rains failed in tliat year, not only in the Deccan but in most parts 
of the country ; and it was only a plentiful fall, so late as October, that 
averted an absolute famine. 
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183. A third instance may be the following. It is distinctly in evidence, 
that Nago was engaged by the Ilaja just before he proceeded to Nassick in 
1825, and that Nago then accompanied his Highnessonly to Deoor, and thence 
returned to Sattara. There Balkoba Kelkur joined him in August of the same 
year 1825 ; and Balkoba states tliat, in the following month, the Raja person- 
ally commissioned Nago to go to Poona for some purpose whicli lie does not 
well explain; tliat Nago returned witliout being able to effect the object, 
and that “ afterwards he left Sattara and went to Kuweer (hLulapoor), where 
“ the Swamee then was.” Now, as the Nassick Jatni takes place once 
in twelve years, and as the coniuiencemont of the last took place in July 
1837, it was obvious to conclude that tlie former one commenced in July 
1825. It was also natural to suppose that the Raja, who certainly altended 
it, should be at Nassick about the time of its commencing; and as iiis High- 
ness is liere stated by a good witness to have been at Sattara in September 
1825, the necessary inrercnce was, that his IJighness must have returned from 
Nassick to Sattara in or before that month. 


184. Here, however, an ap])arcnt difficulty occurs. The servant, llybuttee, 
who was also at that time with Nago, and wlio, without naming any 
month or year, detailed his masters movements almost from day to day, dis- 
tinctly represents him as having left Sattara for Kolapore, where he met the 
Swamee, about fifteen or sixteen days after the Raja set out for Nassick ; and 
he consistently slates in the sequel, that when Nago again returned to Sattara, 
which was not till some months afterwards, the Raja “ had come from Nassick 
“ z. long time previously The whole both says and implies, that Nago left 
Sattara for Kolapore long before the Raja’s return from Nassick, which is 
directly opposite to the inference already drawn from the testimony of the 
other eye-witness, Balkoba. I was at first pcrple.xed with this difficulty, 
but further inquiry solved it completely. The Jatra in question lasts upwards 
of a twelvemonth, commencing on the 25th July 182.5, and did not close till 
the 21st August 1826 ; and I find that the Raja was to set out for it im the 
23d October 1825, and tb be absent about two months. He was plainly, 
therefore, at Sattara during all September, which quite reconciles the two 
accounts. 

185. The above is, I think, observable, as an ins^nce of an apparent con- 
tradiction betw^een two witnesses, whicli is entirely removed by settling 
accurately the date of an external fact, to which date neither of them makes 
any allusion. 

180. I aass 
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186. I pass to a fourth instance, drawn from nearly the same period. Bah 
koba, in words already quoted, after referring to what Nana did at Sattara 
Minute In September 1825, says that he ‘‘ afterwards ” went to Kolapore to meet the 
by the Governor, Swamee. The vague word, afterwards,” leaves it possible to suppose, that 
5 May 1838. the journey to Kolapore did not take place till after the lapse of many months, 
or even of years. The witness, however, adds a very material fact- He says 
that, while Nana was at Kolapore, Mr. Baber came there with puttaus, that 
is, with a military force ; but he assigns no date to the transaction. But 
Hybuttee evidently speaks of the same journey to Kolapore, for he follows it 
up with the same consecutive series of events ; and, by watching the time he 
allows for the intervening proceedings, it decidedly appears that Nago -was 
in Kolapore early in November and during December 1825, and left it about 
the end of the year. To lest, then, the accuracy of this account, it is important 
to know whether Mr. Baber, with a military force, arrived in Kolapore be- 
tween the early part of November and the end of December in that year. 
T have accordingly examined the point, and find that the Raja of Kolapore 
having evinced a refractory spirit, instructions were issued, in October J825, 
for the march of a military force on that place ; that such force marched 
accordingly; that Mr. Baber, being then Political Agent in the Southern 
Mahratta country, went to Kolapore also ; that he reported his arrival there 
on the 17th December 1825; and that his last letter thence, handing up a 
treaty he had concluded with the Raja, bears date on the 30th of that month. 

187. Thus the coincidence of these witnesses is indirectly proved, by as- 
certaining the (late of an event to which one of them cursorily alludes, but 
without dating it, and to which the other makes no allusion at all. 

188. A fifth instance. Balkoba Kelkur, in relating some of Nago’s pro- 
ceedings, says (paragraph seven), “ Nana (Nago) sent me to Renavee : after- 
“ wards Nana also <*amc to Renavee in the month of Fagoon (March) on the 
“ eclipse of the full moony The witness does not state in what year this 
happened; nor is it possible, from any part of liis evidence nncompared with 
that of others, to trace out the year. He procec'ds, however, to state, that 
Chiiitapunt Josee died in the following December, that Nana Fatiick was sent 
from Sattara lor Ercuhin in the succeeding Chytrec (April-May). and that 
Erculaii (‘ame accordingly. Now, Narrain Bhutt Chittey states, that this 
mission of Nana Faluck’s took place in Chytree in the Suke y year 1753 (or 
April-May 1831); nor can there be a doubt about this date, for Erculan 
came to Sattara wdthin the following month or two, and an accumulation of 
evidence, including that of entries in the bankers' books, proves that his visit 
to the Raja look place in the year 1831 . 

189. It is thus clearly made (uit, that Nago’s arrival at Renavee, of which 
Balkoba speaks al)ove, occurred in March 1830; and therefore, if the witness 
is to l)e believed, an eclipse of the moon must have hai)pened in the course of 
that month. I turned with some curiosity to the almanack for 1830, and I 
there found that the 7noon was tuUilhj eclipsed on the \Hh March, The super- 
stition with which the Hindoos regard the eclipses, makes it not at all sur- 
prising that a total eclipse should have made a lasting impression on the mind 
of Balkoba ; nor could 1 help thinking that, by “ the eclipse of the full moon,” 
he meant to describe a total cclijise, though the expressi(^n would certainly not 
have that meaning in the mouth of one who had the most ordinary acquaint- 
ance with the cause of lunar ecli|)se.s. 

190. 1 add a sixth and last example. Raojee Kotenees having transiently 
said in his deposition, that Nago Deurao had, on one occasion, in his posses- 
sion a ’ letter from Don Manoel lor the (Governor of Bombay, Lord Clare, he 

. was required, in cross-examination, to state its contents. He answers, 

a chuktee (letter) got for the Governor Sahib of Bombay, I saw with Nago 
“ Deorao. I do not know its contents. Regarding some ones pension, thus 
“Nago said. This letter was prior to 1835, according to my recollection.” 
Now, on the records of this Government, I actually find a public letter from 
Don Manoel for Lord Clare, dated the 16th February 1835, soliciting the 
continuance of a Government pension, which had been enjoyed by a chief 
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called Chimanajee, to his widow after his death. This letter is, in fact, one Sattara 
of tliose which Mr. Willoughby has circulated, in order to identify Don PAPERS. 

Manoel’s signature ; and feeling no doubt that it is the very letter to which Mimite 
the Kotenees alludes, notwithstanding his slight inaccuracy respecting the by the (iovemo 
date, I will annex a translation of it to the present minute. 5 May isss: 

191. I cannot help adding, without reference to the immediate purpose for 
which I have brought forward this letter, that thp circumstance of its having 
been seen in Nago's hands, in whatever way caused, proves the existence of 
a remarkable intimacy between that person and the ex- Viceroy of Goa. 

192. Inclosing these remarks respecting the oral evidence in this case, I 
must observe, that there is one witness to whose testimony it does not apply. 

I allude to Rowlqjee Naik Khaskur, the only contumacious witness examined. 

I agree with Colonel Ovans, however, as 1 have already said, that the conduct 
of this person, when under examination, only confirms the case against the 
Raja ; but, besides this, some answers escaped Jiiin, which confirm a part of 
the general narrative of the witnesses. 

193. I will quote the answ^ers and the questions to wdiich they belong. 

“ Q. Are you, or arc you not, accpiainted with Nago Deorao Waeed ? 

A. I am acquainted with him ; J knew’^ him at Baroda. 

“ Q, Did you see him at Sattara, or not? 

“ A, When 1 know nothing, what answ^er should I give?” 

194. I do not, T think, put any force on this short interlocutory, when I 
quote it as assisting to prove, first, that Nago originally came from Baroda ; 
secondly, that the witness had known him at Sattara ; and thirdly, that there 
were good reasons (or his not wishing to disclose the fact of that know- 
ledge ; all whicli three points are so abundantly established by the rest of the 
evidence. 

195. 1 here close my observations on the oral evidence, wliich have insensibly 
extended to a much greater length than 1 expected or desired. The docu- 
mentary evidence, which I have next to consider, will, if I do not deceive my- 
self, greatly confirm the general purport of tliose observations. 

196. In considering this portion of the evidence, I see no necessity for de- 
parting from tlie order in wdiich it has been submitted to us by the Acting 
Resident at Sattara. (Iroat light is tlirown on the oral evidence by the arranged 
and digested form in which it is exhibited in Mr. Willoughby’s summaries ; 
but those wdio liave done me the honour to peruse carefully the foregoing por- 
tion of this minute, must, I should hope, have gained so comjilete a possession 
of all the leading parts of the present case, tliat they will perceive, without 
any confusion or dilliculty, my analysis of the documents in the series in w'hich 
they stand ; and it docs not seem to me ilcsirablc to transpose them without 
necessity. 

197. There arc, however, some few short summaries of evidence which Mr. 

Willoughby has draw^ii u|), with reference not to the nature or contents of the 
documents, but to the authentication of an important division of them, which, 

I think, usefully collect and apportion the evidence on that subject. These 
summaries, marked BB. 1 to 1313. 4, are, as w^ell as those already considered, 
annexed to the present minute; and 1 will make the proper use of them when 
T come to that particular division of the documents to which they relate. 

198. The first portion of the documents handed up to us by Lieutenant- 
Colonel Ovans is that comprised in the list accompanying hte report of the 
llth November 1837. It consists of extracts from the account- books *of the 
banker Teejeeram from 1828-29 to 1835-36. My observations on these have, 
for the most part, been anticipated in a preceding part of this minute. I 
will only further observe, that on reference to Mr. Willoughby’s summary, 

A. A 3, it will be seen that the aggregate amount of the banker’s receipts 
through “ Soopoojee and Doordajee,” the feigned names of Rowlojee Naik 
Khaskur, is 14,088 rupees, of which the sum of 8,34Q rupees is credited 
in 1835-36. On these extracts Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans remarks : ‘‘ They 
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arc of undoubted authenticity, and prove, in a remarkable manner, the dif* 
ferent transactions detailed in the evidence of the witnesses, the articles 
alluded to therein being entered by name, as well as the date of receipt 
, and payment.’’ For particular instances in which the evidence is veri- 
fied by the extracts, and vice versd^ I beg to refer to the conclusion of the 
summary of evidence last mentioned. 

199. The second portion (List D. of the report) consists of fourMahratta 
letters, dated the 1 4th January, 12th, 16th, and 26th February 1837, addressed 
by Herculano, at Demaun, to Raojee Kotenees, Bombay, and bear the writer’s 
signature. These are designated ‘‘ Bombay Papers,” from the circumstance 
of their having been found in the possession of Raojee Kotenees when he was 
apprehended in Bombay, in the manner stated in the 158th paragraph of this 
minute. The substance of these letters is as follows. 

200. In No. 1, the writer alludes to another letter, previously forwarded by 
post to the care of Venoba of the custom-house, and requests the Kotenees to 
come and meet him, when “ every thing can be stated but adds that, if he 
has any suspicion about coming to Demaun, they could meet in British terri- 
tory, at a village called Kaley Mulva, wlien he (the writer) ** would explain 
something.” 

201. In No. 2, Herculano acknowledges the receipt of a letter from the 
Kotenees, and states that, although he liad sent three letters through chan- 
nels which are mentioned, no one of them had been answered. lie then 
observes, “ As you could not come, you wrote that you would send a con- 
‘‘ fidential person : he also has not yet arrived. With respect to your request, 
“ that news of Portugal should be written, it i,s vat so that news tvill come into 

your comprehension, those tidings require to be told hij word of mouth.'" He 
concludes the letter by stating, that he had intended to set out instantly, but 
that he was sick and “ had no means for expenses,” and that, if the Kdtenecs 
intended to come, he must come quickly, or s<;?nd a good and trustworthy per- 
son, and write immediately. This letter is addressed to Venoba, and bears an 
inscription in the Portuguese language. 

202. In No. 3, Herculano expresses surjjrisc that the Kotenees had not 
replied to any one of three letters he had written, and states that the confi- 
dential person had not arrived. For the last time, therefore, he writes, “ If 
“ you intend to send him, do so immediately on this letter arriving, or I will 
“ send a trustworthy man from hence : until then you must continue in Bom- 

bay. Send an answer immediately by post ; according to it the future steps 
“ are to be taken. 7 am waiting to go" This letter, like the last, is addressed 
to Venoba and bears a Portuguese inscription. 

203. In No. 4, Herculano again refers to several letters which he had 
despatched by jjost and by Putteemars, and complains of not having received 
a reply, which leaves him in doubt whether the Kotenees is still in Bombay. 
He again alludes to Uaojec’s having written that he would send “ a good man” 
of his to Demaun, since which a month and a half had elapsed. Had such a 
man arrived, he (Herculano) intended to have set out in the month of February. 
He therefore requests an immediate answer, and concludes by observing, 
“ Were I to mention the news of this place and of Europe, you would not be 

able to understand it, therefore it i.s not written : without a personal meeting 
it will not be comprehended. Let kindness and friendsnip remain.” I 
presume that “ the month of February” means the month in which he was 
writing. 

204. Raojee Kotenees, on these letters being shewn to him, deposed as fol- 
lows : — The four letters were addressed to me by Erculan, and tliey signify 
“ thus : — The Viceroy took his departure; his man was to follow ; with him 
“ Efculan should be despatched: thus the Maharaj directed and gave cash 

for ^.xpenses. Afterwards Narrain Bhutt Chittey and myself went to 
“ Bombay, and we sent letters to Erculan to come from Demalun to Bombay, 
but he did not come, and wrote to us to meet him at Demaun.” 
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206. These letters are of importance in several ways. In the first place, 
they undeniably prove that an intimacy existed between the parties; in the 
second, that they were engaged in some design which conld not prudently be 
committed to writing; and, in the third, they coiroborate, by alluding to some 
journey which Herculano proposed to take, the evidence to the fact, that the 
Raja of Sattara intended to send an agent to Portugal, in furtherance of his 
intrigues with Goa. I have elsewhere remarked, that the circumstances under 
which Raojee Kotenees was apprehended, give great weight to his testimony, 
a remark which, it fortiori^ applies to these letters, which were then found in 
his possession. It is quite impossible that he could have been tampered with, 
or that he could have communicated with the other witnesses ; and as soon 
as his papers fell into our possession tliey were sealed up, and forwarded to 
the Acting Resident.* I see no reason whatever to doubt that be has correctly 
explained the meaning of the letters, namely, that they refer to the Goa 
intrigue, and to the design of sending the writer to Europe. 

200. Among the papers found on Raojee Kotenees there is another letter 
(No. 6, List D.) written from Deinaun by one Jugunath Sabbajec to Sabhajee 
Praboo; and the Kotenees explains, that Sabhajee Praboo was with him 
in Bombay, and that Jugunath wrote it, enclosing a letter which Herculano 
had written to Narraiu Bhutt Chittcy, and requesting that, if the Chittey 
came to Demaun, lie (Sabhajee) would accompany him. This indirectly, and 
therefore more forcibly, corroborates the representation of the Kotenees and 
Narrairi Bhutt, that Herculano was in communication with the Chittcy as 
well as with Raojee Kotenees, and that he asked him also to visit Demaun : 
a circumstance which docs not appear from Ilerculano’s letters actually 
produced. 

207. The third, and most important, ])ortion of the documentary evidence# 
consists of certain letters and [lapers, given over by Nago Deorao, on his 
death-bed, to his brother-in-law, Balkoba Kelkur. These were brought from 
the Portuguese village of Aruba to Sawunt Warree, and they are therefore 
designated by Lieutenant-Colonel O vans as the Warree Papers,'' and a brief 
description will be found in List 12. of his report of the 11th November last. 

208. The authentication of these letters and pajiers is a matter of the utmost 
moment; and it is to this object that the second set of Mr. Willougtiby’s sum- 
maries is directed. Tlie summaries are intended to show, first, the circum- 
stances under which Balkoba Kelkur received charge of Nago Deorao’s papers; 
secondly, the circumstances under which Lieutenant-Colonel Ovaiis became 
possessed of them ; thirdly, in what manner certain letters, alleged to have 
been addressed to the Governor, Don Manocl, again cauic into Nago Deorao's 
possession ; and, fourthly, such information as has been obtained regarding a 
large and small seal (sicca and inortub) used by Nago as the agent of the Raja, 
and found among the papers. I will briefly abstract the evidence on these 
four points, before I offer any remark on the documents themselves. 

209. The first point is elucidated in the summary marked BB; 1 ; from 
which it will be seen, that it is clearly established by the evidence of three 
persons who were present, namely, Balkoba Kelkur, Dajecba Waeed, and 
Morapunt Josee, that Nago Deorao, when on his death-bed, delivered over his 
papers and seals to the first-named person, being his brother-in-law, with in- 
structions to deliver them to the Raja, to whom he at tlie same time dictated 
and verified a letter, stating that he had done so, and recommending his family 
and his party to his Highness’s protection. The letter referred to is among 
‘*^tlie Warree Papers,” and will be remarked on hereafter. The testimony, of 
the three witnesses already mentioned is confirmed by that of the son of 
the deceased, who arrived at Warree on the day after his father’s death, 
and was thus addressed by his uncle, Balkoba : The papers and letters, the 
“ marks and stamps, I will retain in my own keeping; you have nothing to do 
with them.” 

210. For 

* I beg to refer to Mr. Chief Secretary Wathen’s Memorandums of the Sth and 15t!i, and to my 
Minute of the 13th September 1837. 
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210. For the elucidation of the second point I would refer to the summary 
marked BB. 2 ; from this it will be seen, that Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans first 
learned of the existence of these papers from DajeebaWaeed, who, in con- 
junction with a Residency Peon, named Ballaram, was deputed to Warree to 
discover Balkoba, and to" obtain the papers from that person ; some difficulty 
was at first experienced, but the attempt at length succeeded. The papers 
were obtained from a koonbin residing at Araba, in the Portuguese territory, 
on payment of the sum of 400 rupees ; and, on the 6th October last, the 
Acting Resident reported the return of his emissaries, bringing with them 
Balkoba Kelkur and the papers and seals;'" at which time, it is worthy of 
remark, that a considerable portion of the oral evidence contained in list A., 
appended to the Acting Resident’s report of the 11th November, had already 
been recorded. The account given by Dajeeba Waeed and the Peon, of the 
mode in which they accomplished the object of their mission, is consistent in 
every respect, except tlmt tlui former statt^s the mont?y to have been paid to 
Balkoba Kelkur ; the latter, to the woman with whom Balkoba had deposited 
tlu' papers : a discrepancy which seems to me to be immaterial, and which 
would probably liave btseii explained had they been interrogated on the 
point. 

211. In respect to the third point, I beg to refer to the summary marked 
BB. 3, wherein it will be seen that Dajeeba Waeed states, that he accompa- 
nied Nago Deorao when he visited the goveriior and got back the papers, and 
that be saw liim come down stairs with the j)apers in his hand ; and this evi- 
dence is corroborated by that of Morapuiit Josee, who slates that Nago informed 
him of the lac t. It will hereafter he seen, that among Nago Deorao \s papers 
is a letter dated the ir>t.h January 1835, written in the name of t*be Raja to 
Don Manoel, and reejuesting him to give back the papers. {Vide No. 11 of List 
E. and paragraphs 237 and 238 of niy minute.) 

212. In the summary marked BB. 4, Mr. Willoughby has collected, and, I 
believe, very faithfully, all the evidence that has been obtained respecting the 
seals used by Nago Deorao, and which are novv in possession of Lieutenant- 
Colonel Ovans. T'lie 1‘aet of these seals having l)een possessed by Nago Deorao, 
and of their having been used by him in maintaining tlic intercourse with (ioa, 
is clearly established ; hut it lias not been ]n*oved from whence they were 
obtained, tliougli it may fairly he presumed that the liaja was aware of their 
existence. Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans has retained these seals in liis custody, 
but has annexed imprcs.siuns uf them to his report.* lie observes, that they 
are not the same as those generally u.sed by the Raja, and it therefore seems 
very likely that they were made up, as staled in the deposition of Balkoba 
Keikur, by Nago himself at Pedney, under the orders of the Raja ; and the 
dying testimony ol' Nago, directing lhat: they should he returned to the Raja, 
confirms the impression, tliat his Highness was not ignorant of their being in 
his possession, 

213. In proceeding to remark on the documents themselves, 1 must first 
refer to the siiramary of evidence marked AA. 11, and to my observations on 
it, contained in the 137th to the 141st paragraphs of this minute. In that sum- 
mary it is shown, that letters were interchanged between the Raja of Sattara 
and Don Manoel, tlie ( lovernor of Gou; a circumstance which, as I have there 
remarked, supplies a link in proving the authenticity of the letters which have 
fallen into our hands. 

214. Among the Warree Papers” were found nine documents, which are 
marked a, h, c, d, c,f, g, //, /, of list E. of Lieulenaiit-Coloiiel Ovans’s report 
of the ‘nth November, written in the Portuguese language. The three first 
are letters purporting to be addressed by the Governor to the Raja, and two of 

gjthem are signed “ D. Manoel de Portugal e Castro;” the third is not signed, 
first of these is dated from Goa, the 22d January 1833, and is in reply to 
one from the Raja of the 27th December 1832. In this the Governor ratifies 

every thing that he wrote to the Raja on the 20th August 1832,” and pro- 
ceeds 


* Vide No. 39, list E. 
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ceeds to observe, No opportunity having yet occurred of a ship proceeding to 

Lisbon, I have not been able to bring to the notice of his Most Faithful Ma- 
** jesty the high and most mighty King of Portugal'and Algarves, the wishes ol 
“ your worship, which I hope to do by the first opportunity that may otter, on 

the same terms as 1 have already communicated.” He assures the Haja that 
he should be made acquainted with the resolution ** of that august sovereign" 
as soon as it was received. In conclusion, the Governor states, that he will 
bear in mind the recommendation which the Raja had made in favour of Her- 
** culano de Neronha,” and be useful to him whenever opportunity offers, and 
thus show the value which he placed on his worship’s recommendation. 

215. The second letter, or is dated from Goa, the 16th May 1834, and 
is in reply to one from the Raja of the J2th February of that year. After 
expressing his satisfaction at having learned news of the Raja’s good health 
** from his honoured Envoy," the CTOvernor writes, “As regards the contents 
“ of that letter, I have only now to say, that the annual ship from Lisbon 
“ not having arrived this year, probably because, at the proper time of her 
“ leaving for India, the attairs of the (H>urt of Portugal were not in perfect 
“ tranquillity, 1 have been disappointed in tlie pleasine which I anticipated, 
“ of communicating tlie resolution of Jier Most Faithful Majesty, as I had 
“ promised. That resolution must be expected in the ensuing season. 1 
“ will immediately apprise you of it ; and, I assure you, it will give me great 
“ pleasure, if it be agreeably to your wishes, since 1 take gn at interest in the 
“ prosperity of your wovshq) and of your slates. May (Sod enlighten your 
“ W'orship with his divine grace." 

210. The third letter, or r, is dated from Goa, the 23d August 1833, and 
a(‘knowledgi‘s one from the Kaja of the i)ili July of the same year. It desires 
the Ilaja to rest assured, “ that the inoiiieiit he (the Governor) received any 
“ resolution on lii< letter, it should be eommunicated to the Raja," and that 
his woiship iniglit relj on the Governor's sincere wishes for the jirosperity of 
himself and his sbites, and on “the li\ely interest which the Governor took 

in every thing relating to the llaja." 

217. The two first of lhi*se letters* have e\ery appearance of being originals. 
The third seems to be mi'iely the rough diaft of a letter, cither actually sent 
01 intended to be so. Jf they are genuine, their eonteuls, taken in con- 
nexion with the <*usiody from which they came, are, without any other 
evidence, sutlicient to establish an intrigue with Goa, and fully confirm the 
fact stated by several ol the wdtuesses, that the proposals nf the Raja were 
stated by the Governor to have been lefeircd for the eonsideration of the 
Court of Portugal. Their authority is, 1 think, established by the four fol- 
lowing circumstances : — first, by the mode in which they were obtained, and 
which rendiTS it unlikely that fhey arc fabricated; secondly, by the evidence 
of Raojee Kotenees, who is conversant with the Portuguese language* and 
acquainted with the Governor’s signature ; thirdly, by a cunniarison of the 
signatures attached to the letters a and 6, with signatures of Don Manoel’s, 
regarding the genuineness of which there can be no dispute; and fourthly, 
by an exact countcr))art, in Mahratta, having been found of the letter a, 
which is proved to be in the hand-wTiting of a public ofiieor of the Goa go- 
vernment. (Vide 227th paragrajih of this minute.) 

218. The evidence of Raojee Kotenees is as follow’s: — “ I have looked at 
“ the two papers marked a and b. These two papers are written by the 
“ Viceroy Sahib to the Raja of Sattara. On them the signature is by the 

hand of the Viceroy, Don Manoel. I am acquainted w ith the signature ; 
** it is certainly in his own hand ; those are original papers. The paper 
** marked c is a letter to the Raja of Sattara in the name of the Viceroy 
“ Sahib. It has no signature, consequently I do not know whether it is the 
‘‘ original or a copy." The witnesses, Dajeeba Waced and Balkoba Kelkur, 

prove 

* This is proved by the note in this language (ir, of list £.) addressed to the Kotenees by Dr. Hei- 
culano, and dated the 15lh April 1834. 
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s ATTAR A prove that the papers in the Portuguese language were in the possession of 

PAPERS. Nago Deorao when he died. . • * 

Mmuie 219. In order to establish the third of the above-mentioned proofs, I cir- 

culate with this minute seven original letters, which have been indiscrimi- 
^ nately selected by the Political Secretary from our records, and which were 

addressed by Don Manoel to Sir John Malcolm, Sir Sidney Beckwith, and 
Lord Clare, and respectively bear the signature of the writer. My Colleagues 
will judge if the signatures on these correspond with those on the letters a 
and b. They will observe, that the signature of the Viceroy is very peculiar, 
more especially in the formation of the letter P of Portugal ; and, in that 
respect, all these seem to me to resemble one another. I am aware that 
courts of law are not very partial to evidence founded on a comparison of 
hand-writing. The fear, I suppose is, lest one forgery should be made to 
help out another. I see no room for objection, however, when the document 
which is produced in order to test that in dispute, comes in a shape which 
precludes all doubts of its genuineness. To me, certainly, it appears that, 
if the signatures on a and b are not those of Don Manoel, there never was a 
' more inimitable forgery ; and I will only observe further, that as the Raja 
is, of course, unacquainted with the Portuguese language, the necessity of 
so elaborate a forgery is not a[)parent ; for, on the snpjiosition that the Viceroy 
was hot really implicated in the intrigue, hut that Nago and his associates 
falsely assured the Raja of his concern in it, and ihhricated these letters in 
support of the calumny, any forgery of the autograph of the Governor, how- 
ever clumsy, would have served the purpose as well as the most exact coun- 
terfeit, since there could scarcely be any person at Sattara able to detect 
the imposition. 

220. 1 have to re])eat in this place, that in giving my judgment, how far 
the evidence before us brings home to this or that individual a participation 
in the intrigue, I only discharge a public duty. But let it (‘ver be recol- 
lected, that the guilt or innocence of the Raja is a question quite independent 
of the question, whether Don Manoel was really concerned in the affair. It 
is possible that the name of the Viceroy was abused, and not utterly out of 
possibility that he was even personated . on the occasion; but if the Raja 
believed that he was an intriguer with the Authorities of Goa against the 
British Government, the delimjuency ol his Highness remains the same. 

221. Of the remaining Portuguese papers, is a petition presented to the 
Viceroy, totally unconnected with the Goa intrigues, and which may there- 
fore be j)assed over. The paj)er c contains articles of agreement of the affair. 
This appears to be a rough and imperfect draft, and is unauthenticated. From 
the tenor of this paper, however, supposing it genuine, it is clear that it 
originated with tlie Goa party, and contains heads of advice to the Raja from 
Don Manoel, which to us, wlio know the impracticability of the design indi- 
cated, must a])pcar ])crfectly jneposterous. 

222. The following j)apcrs are of greater interest. That lettered f is an 
original note, purporting to be addressed to Nago Deorao by one Jao Rocha. 
This is dated tJie 24th May, without specifying any year. It contains the 
following remarkable |)assage : “ Great disturbance prevails in Europe between 
“ three nations, English, French, and Russian, concerning their influence 
“ and interference with the other cabinets, and hence it is expected, enmities 

and war will arise. It is better, therefore, to have recourse to two, to put 
“ an end of the third, because the Englishmen are hated and disliked by the 
other two nations. The Russians are already near Persia; and 1 would 
send your worship the Gazette of that place, if I were not afraid that it 
“ would create suspicion ; but know that it is necessary that the thing should 
be treated in Russia and France with the sovereigns themselves. The 
:'f‘ thing in which I am going to engage is of great importance, and attended 
“ with danger of life and no interest to myself. However, the ill-will, zeal, 

^ “ and great rancour I have for the Europeans, emboldens me to disregard 

my life, which I am not afraid to lose. This would appeat to you as a 
f “ boyish trick, but don’t think so.” We have no further account of the 
^1“ writer 



ig^:- 

writer of this letter. He subscribes himself Nago Deorao’s sincere friend 
and servant/’ and states, that he wishes to. embark for Bengal at the end of 
the month. He further says, “ from the calculations which I liave made and 
“ the accounts from Europe, which are much to the purpose, I am certain 
“ that our affairs will go on well. The opportunity should not be lost, and 
haste is necessary.” 

223. The paper g is an original note from llerculano dc Neronha to llaojee 
Kotenees, dated Panjum, the 15th April 1834, respecting which the Kotenees 
has deposed as follows : “ The paper marked g is written to me by Erculan, 

under date the 15th Aj)ril 1834 ; it is the original, true paper. Nago 
Deorao gave in my presence a letter of the Sattara Raja in charge of Mu- 
doorn-more, to deliver to the Viceroy, and told Erculan to give the answer 
to me, after which he returned to Fedney. 1 also went away to Araba, 

‘‘ from whence 1 sent a note to Krciilan ; and this is his reply, namely, that 
the answer (to the Raja’s letter) was not prepared, as the flovernor was 
busy, but that I shouhl send a man for it on Friday or Saturday, and after 
“ the Ramnowniee come myself', bringing Nana with me. 1 did not send for 
“ the letter, hut Hcrculano sent the thely (letter in a bag) from the Viceroy 
to the Raja, which 1 sent to JVago Deorao at Korgaun.” This note is of 
great importance, as proving, in my mind, that a genuine correspondence was 
maintained by the Governor and the Raja, and that Don IManoel was ])er- 
sonally implicated in these intrigues ; for there is no evident reason why 
llerculano should practise deception with Iiis friend, the Kotenee.s, however 
much he might have been inclined to impose on the other ])arties. It also, I 
think, proves that the letters alh^ged to have been written l>y tl\e Governor 
really proceeded iVoni himself'; for, on tlie supposition that these were forged 
by tiie subordinate agents, it would not have been said, in a confidential 
note from -one of the.se agents to another, that the reason why the answer for 
Sattara was not prepared wnn because the Viceroy was tof) busy to prepare 
it, being occupied with papers from iVIacao. 

224. The paf)er h is in Fortuguese, and is apparently a translation of a 
letter in the Jiarne of the Raja of Sattara to the Viceroy of (foa, 'I'his is in 
reply to the Governor’s letter of tlie 22d .January Iv833, already remarked on 
in the 214th paragraph of my minute, and after thanking him for the atten- 
tion he had paid to his wishes, observes, “ I beg to repeat to your Excel- 
“ lency, that my most ardent wi.slies have, on several occasions, |)ut me in 
“ mind to consult your Kxcefleney about sending the honouriid rierculano 
‘‘ de N cron ha to the Court of Portugal, entrusted with the management of 
“ the affairs coninuinicated to your Excellency, in view to his exposing, in 

the presence of his (Catholic Majesty, my grievances, which I suffer from 
the British nation without a cause, and the usurpation of my kiiig^om, 
“ which has taken jdace some few years back, without any principle or 
trtjaty ; on the contrary, against the laws and treaties among the civilized 
“ nations in l^urope as well as Asia. AVithout cause nor fundament for the 
said extortion which they make of the right of* iny kingdom, they are in 
the continuation of practising robberies and assassinations among the iniscr- 
“ able Asiatic people. This grieves my soul, to sec the said people deprived 
“ of all their rights, without the means of maintaining themselves and their 
“ families. I have various vague accounts of the ambition of the British 
“ nation. They have been enabled to set the whole of Europe in discord, 
“ and to vitiate all the cabinets, by the distribution of money, w^ithout the 
“ least regard to their character or to the honour of the British, nation. The 
“ king of the said nation lying buried in an abyss, tlicy even forget that such 
“ a king exists, and forming what are called a company of the said JJritish 
nation, which is nothing more than an aggregate of* some politicians of the 
said nation, only to ruin the other nations, both European and Asiatic, 
“ they prohibit the negotiation, rights, and gain, of each nation. Thus I 
wanted to describe and to talk to j^our Excellency about that nation? but 
“ the honoured Nago Deorao, who is effectively at the order of your Excel- 
lency, will lay the whole in the presence of your Excellency personally.” 
This paper is not authenticated, and I doubt whether, as supposed by Raojee 
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SATTARA Kotenecs, it is in reality a translation of one actually written by the Raja, 

PAPERS. QY ij 5 merely a draft of one prepared by Ilerculano himself or some other 

Minute person ; but, however this may be, the custody whence it comes may warrant 

by the c Governor, our considering it as illustrative of the views and feelings of the party who 

t»Mayl8S8. carried on the intrigue, and it is only in that light that I point it out to 

attention. 


225. The last document, lettered i, is in the Portuguese language, and is a 
note dated the 25th July 1835, addressed to Nago Deorao. The writer’s 
signature is illegible, but its contents are: “ Friend and sir, 1 send you my 
“ Batigh Atmaram to speak to you. I beg you will receive him and serve 
‘‘ as a friend, for which 1 shall be much obliged.” In a P.S. the writer re- 
quests that his pa.st account may be delivered, either in money, clothes, or 
other articles, and a receipt taken. 

226. The second portion of the Warree Papers” obtained from Balkoba 
Kelkur consists of thirty-eight Mahratta documents, numbered 1 to 38. It 
has already been clearly shewn, that these were in Nago Ueorao’s possession 
when he died ; and, as may be observed respecting their genuineness indi- 
vidually, without reference to the evidence which applies to them generally, 
and which I have already considered, I will Estate what occurs to me on this 
head, and, at the same time, ofter such remarks as each document may 
suggest. 

227. No. 1 is an exact counterpart, in Mahratta, of the Portuguese letter 
of Don Manoel to the Raja, commented on in the 214th paragraph of this 
minute. Raojee Kotences (22 list A.) says, “ this is the original translation 
“ of a thely (letter in a bag) sent by the V^iceroy Sahib to the Raja of Sattara. 

It is in the hand-writing of Sukharam Kamut, Doobhasee of the (ioa 

government : liis signature and mortiib are on it.” Dajeeba Waeed (No. 24 
list A.) confirms the above, and states, that he is acquainted with the Doo- 
bhasee’s hand-writing. Morapunt Jostje (No. 26 list A.) deposes to the same 
effect; and Hurry Punt Fatuek, as was natural (for he never visited (loa), 
states, that he does not recognize tlic document. In his letter of the 15th 
February last, Lieutenant-Colonel Ovuns remarks, “ The Maliratta document 

itself is clearly an original paper. It is on l^ortuguese paper, and the body 
‘‘ of the letter is written in tlic same hand-writing, which is of a very peculiar 
“ kind, as the sigtiature, verifying it as a true translation. The signature 
“ itself is Slirec Sukharam Narrain Sudaseo* Kamut Werg, Doobhasee of 
“ Shrec Launstan Shree Niigur Shree, (5oa, ami it is stamped at the end of 
“ these words with what is stated to be the seal of the interpreter.” Thus 
authenticated, this document is of the first importance, not only as itself 
authenticating the letter in the Portuguese language {a of list E..), but also 
because it confirms the oral evidence, that it was usual that the letters from 
tlu‘ Governor should be accompanied by a Mahratta version, not prepared by 
Nago Deorao or any of his associates, but by a public officer of the*Goa 
government. 

228. No. 2 is merely a copy of No.], in the hand-writing of Morapunt 
Josee, wlio slates, “ that Nana made him take a copy to keep with himself.” 

220. Nos. 3, 4, and 5, arc stated to be original letters addressed by the 
Raja of Sattara to Don Manoel, Two of them are recognised by Hurry 
Punt Fatuek to be in the hand-writing of his son, Nana Fatuek, and this is 
confirmed by Narrain Bhutt Cliittey. Tlie third, No. 5, is acknowledged by 
Morapunt Josee to be in his own hand-writing ; but he states, that it is a copy, 
and that the original was delivered to Don Manoel. In which statement he 
differs 'from Raojee Kotenees, who says that it is an original. Dajeeba Waeed 
deposes, that these four letters were among the papers returned to Nago Deo- 
rao by the Governor. (Vide Mr. Willoughby’s Summary, BB. 3). Finally, 
all four are sealed with the sicca and mortub alluded to in the summary 
BB. 4. 

230. The letter No. 3 is dated the 20th February 1831, and represents that 
Nago Deorao had formerly been deputed with a letter, and was fully conver- 
sant 
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saht with the whole matter ; the Raja’s health was deranged, and that 
the Governor’s confidential person, Erculan Nomy Son-Iao-more, the Doc- 
tor,” should therefore be sent to administer remedies. No. 4 is dated the 
20th December 1830, and acknowledges the receipt of a letter from the 
Governor, in which he had stated, ** Friendship) has already existed between 
the two states: for the business every support; will be given from here,” 
The Raja comments on this, and says, that this friendship has worn out on 
** both sides, but has been renewed through the Governor’s mediation;” and 
expresses his confidence, that affairs here will be accomplished by the Goa 
‘‘ Government,” and that support and aid will be extended. In conclusion, 
he states that his affairs would be made known by the Rajushri Nago Deorao. 


231. No. 5 is dated the 18th June 1833, and after alluding to a letter for- 
merly sent by Erculan de Noray, who had been ** verbally desired to make an 
intimation,” but to which no answer had been received, the Raja states, that 
in consequence of this, Nago Deorao and Eshwunt Raojee had been charged 
with the whole matter and had been despatched to Goa,” and requests the 
Governor to hear the matter fully, and to communicate in writing his senti- 
ments, as to what is to be done about it for the future,” that his (the Raja’s) 
mind might be satisfied and invigorated. Finally, he writes, “ we have 
“ numerous difficulties here. They have spoken some matters, whidi the 
“ above twop^ersons will make known.” 


232. Tlie documents Nos. 6, 7, and 8 are of high importance. They are 
all three identified by Hurry Punt Fatuck, as being in his son, Nana Fatuck’s, 
hand-writing ; and this is confirmed by Narrain Bhutt Chittey. No. 7 is dated 
the 14th December 1829, and is to this effect. ‘‘ On your answer to the 
communication of this friend being received, the practicability of the 
exalted project desired by this friend, and the success of the objects, are 
“ apparent, which being written separately is herewith transmitted. This 
“ being taken into your most prudent consideration, what this friend has at 
‘‘ present been dep^rived of may be restored, for this purpose laying it very 
“ cautiously before the padshah (king). To take such plains as may he 
“ necessary to forward its objects you are perfectly wise. Exert yourself 
without fail, and for the success of the whole: whatever may be done should 
be done with caution. Let your friendship and kindness remain, and may 
** God preserve you for many years.” No. 8 is evidently the enclosure to No. 
7, and is a tuhnamcli, or treaty, of eleven articles, of the same date as the 
letter forwarding it, prop)Osed to be entered into by the Raja of Sattara with 
Vishwas Needhee Padshah Don Miguel, of the original State of Portugal,” 
and the following is the substance of the agreement. 


233. Art. 1st sets forth, that the English had swallowed up the Raja’s 
dominions, and that, to. aid in rcca|>turiiig them, the king of Portugal is to 
furnish 30,000 troops, or such number as may. be considered necessary, with 
gunpiowder and shot- The Raja to defray their monthly piay, from the date 
of departure until the termination of the p)roject, together with the expense of 
ships, sailors, and gunpowder and shot. 

Art. 2d. After the territories, forts, districts, posts, and tributes held under 
the administration of Muhdhow Row Narrain* are recovered, the Raja agrees 
to retain 12,000 Portuguese troops, and to assign territory of the annual value 
of one crore of rupees for their support, and the honorary treatment of the 
Padshah. 

Art. 3d. Prisoners captured during the war to be dealt with as both parties 
may consent. . 

Art. 4th, Native stores captured to belong to the Raja ; European stores to 
be divided between both parties.. 

Art. 5, Of whatever new country may betaken, exclusive of that which 
'vas held by Mahdhow Row Narrain, a third share is to be given to Portugal. 

Art. 6th. The Portuguese ports and country in the -possession of the English 
to be recaptured and made over to Portugal. 

Art. 7tb 

' * He was bqin in April 1774, and died in October 1795. 
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sATJARA Art. 7th. Refugees from the. country of one party not to be admitti^ iii the 
PAPERS. country of the other party without consent. 

After war has commenced, should the English sue for peace, 
y the Governor, nothing is to be done except by mutual consent, and no peace should be con- 
5 May 18.38. eluded separately. 

Art. 9th. This tuhnaineh is transmitted to you (Don Miguel), with other 
papers, through Don Manuel dc Portugal e Castro, Governor and Capitao- 
gcneral of Goa, in wlioiu we have full confidence, in order to relieve our ryots, 
who have been innch ruined by the English. 

Art. 10th. I’he Raja to prepare and send any native stores which may be 
required to the Governor General. Friendship to continue between the parties 
for ever ; and any other stipulations, ‘‘ tending to the prosperity of both 
states,*' to be proposed by the King of Portugal, and taken into consideration 
by the Rnja. 

Art. 11th. No treaty to be concluded or negotiations entered into with any 
European or Native State, exc(q>t with the sanction of the two States of Portu- 
gal and of the Clmtraputtee (Raja of Sattara). 

234. The letter No. (i is not in its proper place, and should have been No. 8; 
for it must be regarded as a supplemental article of the treaty. It is of the 
same date as 7 and 8, and in it the Raja writes, “ When llic intentions of the 

tuhnainchs (agreements) separately sent to you are accomplished, in order 

that friendship may continue as long as the sun and moon endure, out of 

our own grace and of our own free will, wo agree to grant you a territory 
“ worth five lacs of rupees per annum.’* 

235. These three documeuts are sealed with the sicca and mortul.) delivered 
up with Nago Dcorao’s papers; and Dajeeba VV^aeed states, that they wore 
among the papers given back to Nago by Don Manoel at Vingorla. Raojee 
Kotenees states, that No. 8 is the “ original tuhnameli sent by tiie Unja of Sat- 
tara to the Viceroy of Goa, to forward to the King of Portugal. On reiercuee to 
the oral evidence (Summary AA. 1) it will have been seen, that almost the first 
step taken by the agents employed in these intrigues was to draw up ‘‘ a yad 
of stipulations ” at Sattara, which Nago Deorao took to Goa. I have observed 
in a Ibnner part of this minute, that this probably underwent variations ; 
but, in one shape or another, several of die witnesses de|)ose to liaving seen 
the document, and one of them to having copied it for the Swamee ol‘ Sunkesh- 
wur. It is also clearly proved that Nana Fatuck,* in wliose hand-writing No. 8 
is, was sent to Goa in 1829 ; and this person is proved to liavc taken a very active 
part in the intrigues at their commencement, and more especially about the 
period of Herculano’s mission to Sattara in June 1831; and, as Ins fathtir 
states that he died in August 1832, it is clear that the document now pro- 
duced must have existed before that time, and cannot therefore have been 
recently fabricated to injure the Raja. 

230. On the whole, 1 am of opinion that these documents arc genuine. The 
designs whi(;h they develope are highly preposterous ; and the Goa authorities, 
w hatever their viev^^s or motives in lending any countenance to such a sclienie, 
must have kiuAvu that its success, except under a conjunction of circumstances 
out of all rational contemplation, was quite impossible. Even the Raja him- 
self could only, by a considerable degree of self-delusion, have been blinded 
to the absurdity of his plans ; but unless it is to be held that no weight or con- 
currence of evidence can possibly establish the fact of his having entertained 
so senseless a project, I see no reason to doubt the fact; and, on the contrary, 
firmly believe that the draft of the treaty of the 14tli December 1829, exhibits 
the real mind of his Highness, and contains the conditions on which he pro- 
posed, and eagerly desired to form, an alliance with the King of Portugal. 

237. No. 

* It appears from the evidence of Balkoba Kolkur, that rivalry and jealousy existed between 
Nana Fatiick and Nago l)f?orao. This witness, with reference to Hercuhuio’s mission, states. Nana 
“ Fatuck, with the desire of obtaining greatness for himself, said to Nana Waeed, * The Maharaj’s 
“ wish is, that before the business is completed, 3 'ou should not conic;' and he sfrid to' the Maharaj, 
“ ‘ Before the business is accomplished, Nana Waeed says he will not come to Sattara.* Thus he 
‘‘ mentioned on both sides in dillercnt ways ; but, on my intimating the matter to Nana, he also 
came with them/’ 
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237. No. 9 is an original letter from the Raja to tlie Governor of Goa, dated SATTAltA: 
the 15th January 1835. It acknowledges a letter from the Governor of the TAPERS. 
1.5th May, in which he had written, “ As soon as an answer comes from the 

principal place it will be communicated.'’ The Ra^ja then observes, “ Here by the Govemb 
the enemy has given' the news of the principal place, which has caused 5 May 1838. 
“ apprehensions and many suspicions, and the Vakeel has been written to to 
“ communicate them. You being a perfect friend will do all that is conducive 
“ to my prosperity, but at present all things have assumed a dijferenl aspect, and 
the affair here being very delicate, at some time may tend to my ruin. Who 
“ are my foes is already known to you, therefore, in order that the intentiom 
of the purpose here vmy not transpire at all, dklivkh up aja. the papers 
“ which may appertain here to the confuknlial VakeeJs of this Government, Nago 
Jitorao and Eshwimt Row (Raojee Kotenees). It is not your wish that any 
“ mishap should befai me. Being so convinced, any thing which may give a 
trace to the enemy should not be. done ; therefore, whatever is secret keep in 
“ your mind, and contribute to my easiness (of mind). A coininuuication of 
“ several paragraphs is addressed to the Vakeels, to vvliich return replies, and 
“ 1 w'ill adopt means accordingly.” In conclusion, the Governor is invited to 
attend the marriage of the Raja’s daughter; and the Raja states “ that he is 
“ anxious for an interview,” and promises to make provision for the Governor’s 
journey. 

238. The above is a very important document. It confirms the statement 
of the witnesses, as to the manner in which the original letters of the Raja to 
the Governor returned to Nago Deorao. It does, however, more; for it 
explains, as I think, the feelings which led the Raja, or rather Nago, as his 
agent, to iCcUiim tlie letters. 1 call this the immediate act of Nago, because, 
from the evidence of Dajeeba, who wrote the letter, it clearly appears that 
Nago directed it to be written, under the general power which, as the \vitness 
declares, the Maluiraj had chdegated to him of writing and giving i)a|.)ers. 

“ Nago Deorao and Eshwunt Raojee,” the witness adds, “ having (Irawn out 
“ a rough draft at Rybunder, gave it to^me, according to which I wrote it.” 

AlJow'iug, however, for the reserve which disguises all Asiatic correspondence, 
the letter seems to me to express very discoverably, the alarm which tlie 
agents in the intrigue must have experienced at the revolution wliicli had just 
taken place in Goa, consequent, as it was, on one in Portugal. The bad news 
alluded to was plainly the supersession of Don Manoel by Bernardo l^erez de 
Silva, who assumed charge on the J 4th January 1835, only the day before the 
letter bears date. Don Manoel was now only the discarded servant of a dis- 
carded master. The treaty of lvS29, which was in terms drawn up between 
the Raja and Don Miguel, became worthless, even sup])osing it executed by 
the latter. The letter might well say that “all things had assumed a diffe- 
rent aspect;” for at that moment, the parties must have thought all their 
schemes hopeless, and their past labours abortive. Under such circumstances, 
it seems natural enough that they should be anxious to get back the substan- 
tial proofs of their guilt, which the cx- Viceroy possessed, and wliicb, though 
powerless to serve, might, in case of accident, be effoctual to betray liim. Ijy 
what consideration, either occurring to themselves or suggested to them by 
the other party concerned, they were subsequently led to prolong the con- 
nexion with the ex-Viceroy, it is impossible to say decisively. Perhaps a 
remarkable paper (No. 16 of List E.), which will hereafter be noticed, may be 
considered as throwing some light on the subject. Certain it is, that the 
intrigue was, after all, continued, or perhaps we may rather say, resumed ; 
for any eflTorts that might still be made by Don Manoel to servo tiicni must have 
reference to a very different state of things, and their plans would hav(# to be 
modified accordingly. 

239. If it should be said, that it seems very strange that Don Manoel, or 
whoever acted for him, should have consented to give back the Raja’s papers, 
without exacting the restoration of his own in return, 1 observe, as before, 
that our business is not to account for actions, but to prove them, I do not, 
however, think the circumstance so strange as it may at first sight appear, 

Goa was at that time a scene of trouble. The ex-Viceroy was at Vingorla, 
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anxiously watching for the means of an immediate departure lor Jfiurope. To 
obtain the return of his own letters from the Raja would have been a work of 
time : it could be effected only by a special mission to Sattara, two hundred 
miles distant. In this position, it is very suppoSeable that he should have 
yielded to the importunity of Nago, who is proved to have made the application 
in person, without insisting on a condition to which he might probably attach 
very little importance ; for it is to be observed, that there was no equality 
between the situations of the two parties. To the ex- Viceroy detection might 
be inconvenient ; to the Raja it was ruin irremediable. For that very reason, 
indeed, his Highness was sure to keep the letters pretty safely. Nor, after 
all, is it proved, that every paper without exception was given back. It is 
possible enough, that the ex-Viceroy might retain one or more, as a protection 
to himself in an extreme case. I give this, not as actual explanation of facts 
which 1 have no means of explaining, but merely to shew,that there is no such 
inherent improbability in the statement, as should make us hesitate to receive 
it when attested by competent evidence. 

240. Nos. 10 and 11 are two letters dated the 26th July 1836, dictated by 
NagoDeorao, four days before his death, from Warree; the first to the Raja of 
Sattara ; the second addressed jointly to Hurry Punt Fatuck, Raojee Koteiiees, 
and Narrain Bhutt Chittey. In his" letter to the Raja, after alluding to com- 
munications sent by Raojee Koteness and Narrain Bhutt, and to tlvo “ humble 
“ supplications and a horse formerly sent,” the writer states, that his sickness 
had increased, and that being overcome by disease, and convinced that he 
would never sec the Raja’s feet again, he had written a supplication, and 
having intimated all to Balcrishna Ragoonath and Moro Bullal Josee, he had 
sent them to the presence. After this preamble, Nago prefers the five fol- 
lowing requests : 

1st. That the offerings and perpetual lamp of the Deo of Shree Reveii- 
sidh may constantly continue. 

2d. That a debt due from him to the shop at Revensidli may be paid. 

3d. That his children, who are young and ignorant, may be provided 
for,^and protected, as the Raja may think proper. 

4th. That the pledge to liquidate the debt due by the late Chintoram 
be fulfilled. 

5th. That a provision be made for Dajeeba Waecd, who has been with 
me for two or three years, has much exerted himself, and has been of 
infinite service during my sickness. 

Having made the above requests, he concludes thus : ** The master has hitherto 
“ provided for me in every way, and will do so hereafter; therefore, taking this 
“ supplication into consideration, the master is powerful to make a provision. 
‘‘ The papers and stamps have been delivered inlo the charge of Balcrishna Ragoo- 
** nath. By the virtuous actions of the mu.ster the affair will be accomplished ; 
** but myself, being unfortunate, I am bereft of the feet. Never mind, Shree 
Sidraj will bless the master with constant prosperity.” 

241. In his letter to his three coadjutors, Nago Deorao informs them, that 
since their departure, his distemper daily increasing, and his constitution 
getting very weak, being overcome with disease and despairing of recovery, 
he had written a. humble supplication, which they were to present and get 
the whole of the arrangements made. Nago then observes ; “ He will comply, 

of which I am assured. Baluinbhutjce, Balkoba Tatia, Dajeeba Waeed, 
and^Morapunt Dajee, will communicate all the matter. In short, remeni- 
bering how you and myself have hitherto behaved, take care of all the 
“ mundullee, and see them all conduct themselves with one unanimous concern, 
“ and the affair, through the grace of Shree Sidh, should be accomplished by 
“ the exertions of all. The Deo being favourable will crown it with success ; 
“ to accomplish his own affair, it depends on Shree Deo. My desire was, 
“ that the affair might succeed, and all, with pleasing consideration, might 
be ready in the service of the Deo. Persevering in it, you should, by the 
** command of the Shree, accomplish it ; he will have favour. Do not desert 
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** Dajeeba Waeed ; and it rests with you all to fulfil the pledge given by me 
‘‘ to Many Babjce WittuL Let your kind regard remain.” 

242. Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans very naturally calls our particular attention 
to these documents, which, if their authenticity be established, arc, I conceive, 
of themselves, quite sufficient to })rov(' whose agent Nago Deonio really was 
in tlic tloa affair. On the point of their authenticity, few who read the 
account of the death-])cd scene, as given by eye-witnesses, which tlie papers 
contain, and which will be found faithfully extracted in the summary of 
evidence 13B. I, will entertain any doubt. Tliat suniinary, however, docs not 
contain the direct evidence to the hund-writiug and identity of the letters, 
which therefore 1 deem it proper to extract entire. Morapiuil Josce says. 

These two letters (Nos. JO and 1 I) art* in my hand- writing. Nana (Nago) 
“.made mo write them at the time oi* his dt*ath. Both letters an; completed 
“by Nana himself with his own hand/’ B.dkol)a K(*lkur says, “1 have 
“ looked at the paper No. 10 : it is the same letter winch Nana, at the time of 
“ his d(*ath, left with me to give to tlio Maiiaraj.” Dajecha Waeed says, 
“ These twM) pa ])crs (Nos. 10 and II) arc in tin* luind-w ri(ing of Morapunt 
“ Josce, and Sidhra}, near Shri^ and I ‘ulniajmhah, al the end, tlu'st* words arc 
“ in the hand-waiting (»!’ Nago Deorao. These* are the* same pajicrs which 
“ were written at the tinu* ol‘ his death Kaojt'c Kotenees sa) s, “ The papers 
“ Nos. 10 and 11 are in Morapnni .losce’s hand-writing. No. 10 seems begun 
“ and completed in the hand-writing of Nago l)eorac», and No. J 1 is completed 
“ h) him. r now see them for the first lime." Hurry Vnnt hVtnck says, 
“ llic pajx rs 10 and J J aie written l)y iMorapunt Josee, and near S/trL and at 
“ the end ha\c been completed by Nana \\aeed. 1 diil not sec idther of 
“these letters ])erore.'" Lastly, Narrain BliiiK Chittey s*tys, “ I'he paper 
“ No. JO IS written to the Maharaj by Nago Deorau, in the hand-wM’iting of 
** iMoia])im< Jos(‘(. It appears to Inne been begun near aS///7, and to have 
“ b(‘( n f‘ompIett‘d at tlie (UkI ])v Nana himself. No. II is also written by 
“ Ah u-apnnt, and begun and finished b\ Nana Waeed in his own hand- 

* VVl'itlln 


24d. Independently of this mass of evidence in support of the authenticity 
of these documents, the coiiicnts of the letters are just such as might have 
been e\])ectcd. What mori* natural than tin. supplication of the clyiug man 
in favour of t In* slirine of Jii'vensidh, w’liicJi he is pio\ed to luive c<uislantly 
visiteil dining tin* progress ol* the intiigm*; and for the pa;\ment of a debt 
wdiicli he had contracted in tliat servici* t A\diat moie natural than his j)eti- 
tions in behalf ol his eliihlren, and o( the ne]>he\v, who during the last tw'o or 
three ^ears of his I He hud been his constant coinjianion, and bis coadjutor in 
the service of the person addressed? W^liat more natural, than that he should 
request his master to redeem a jdedge which hv had made to Chintoram 
(Chiiitapunl), the uncle of Morapunt Josco, who may be said to have died in 
the cause which l)otli had embraced. The letters prove, also, the zeal of 
Nago ill the cause, and his confidence of nltimati* success, and are entitled to 
that credit due to documents originating from a person w ho touched the closing 
moment of life, and who, under a solemn conseiijusness of Ins situation, was 
expressing his last wdslies in contideiiliul communK'u with his intimale fni'iids. 
A combination of the most extraordinary eireumstances has placid these 
letters in our possession ; but nothing coidd lie farther from the intcnUon of 
the writer, than that they should fall under any eyes but tliose of tJie persons 
addressed, and especially of his master and patrou. 

244. These letters are, in another view, curious, as mdircctly confirming 
facts elicited from the general body of the evidence. It is to be obsi*rvcd, 
that the three persons jointly addressed by Nago in tlie second letter, together 
with the four persons then at his bedside, and to whom he refers for a fuller 
communication of his sentiments, exactly constituted all that then survived 
of tlic nwffdullccs of whom he had long bci*n the acknowledged head. It was 
not likely that he should coin|)rise in his address Malidco Row Sirkey, who 
had only very recently been admitted into the affair, who is iiroved to have 

2 Y * had 
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bad no friendly feelings towards Nago,* and who was admitted rather as a 
check on him than an assistant. His making no mention of that person, 
therefore^ is not inconsistent with the general tenor of the narration^ while 
his specific mention of the other seven, and his earnest exhortation to the 
three addressed, to “ take care of all the mmidulkc and see them all conduct 
themselves with one unanimous consent/’ adding, and the affair, through 
“ the grace of Shri Sidh, should be accomplished by the exertions of all,” 
indirectly confirms the account given by several other witnesses, as to who 
were the principal associates of Nago in the active management of the intrigue. 
At the commencement of the letter, also, he makes a distinction between 
Hurry Punt and the other two persons addressed, which is observable. The 
other two, separately from Hurry Punt, are told that, since this events' the 
distemper daily increased. The evidence, as might be expected, sliews that 
both llaojee Kotenees and Narraiu Bhutt Chittcy hud recently been with 
Nago in the Goa country, and the latter had even seen him at Warrec where 
he died, whereas Hurry Punt is known never to have stirred from Sattara. 

245. I have another observation to offer on these letters, which I think not 
immaterial. Both of them, but especially No. 11, besjieuk a confidence in 
the ultimate success of the intrigue, founded on religious feelings, which i.s 
very remarkable, lie declares that the Sliri Deo will crown it with success ; 
that the Deo will “ accomplish his own affair that the party should all be 
ready in the service of the Deo.” These expressions may indicate the lead- 
ing motive of this indefatigalde agent. It was ajiparently not ambition, oi 
avarice, or simple fidelity to an engagement; it was a persuasion lliai he 
was labouring in a sacred and meritorious enterprizo, and one under the 
immediate protection of the divinity, in honour of whom it had lieen under- 
taken. That he should have entertained this belief is cpiilc consistent with 
the known fact, that tlie undertaking had originally been siiggestccl to him 
by the Swainec of Sunkeshwur, a person dee[)ly interested in the support of* 
the Hindu religion ; while it, at the same time, may explain both the ardour 
and the confidence of the agent, in the jirescTvalion of a purpose which, on 
all rational jirineiplcs, he mu.st have felt to be desperate. It is, indc(*d, 
impossible to witness tJie sati.sfactio 2 i which Nago, on his death-bed, evinces 
at the recollection of his own exertions in carrying on this jicrfidious intrigue, 
and the calm, but sanguine hope, which he expres.scs of its ultimate success 
through the favour of Shri Deo, w ithout sincerely wdsliiiig that so much zeal 
and energy had been devoted to a better faith and a worthier cause. 

240. The letters Nos. 12 and 13, dated the 15^// Mohurruni (2Gtli .June'' 
and \s( (^15lh Ajinl), but no year mentioned, purport to lie originals 

from the Baja to Don Alanoel. The first announces the arrival of IIer<*ulano, 
who came in charge of a letter, and states, that he had been informed of the 
state of healtli, for which remedies should be devised. Nago Doorao, it i's 
added, and Kshwunt Bam Krusbna (llaojee) will be des))atched. They will 
explain all, and medicines should be appointed; they will explain the rest. 
The second acknowledges the receipt of a letter from the Governor, stating 
that Erculan had gone on public duty, and that he should be sent a.s soon as 
he returned, and congratulates Don Manocl on having received some new 
title, the news of which had afforded the writer indescribable pleasure. It 
concludf's by observing, that Nago Deorao, who was always near the Go- 
vernor, would communicate with him. 

247. These letters are sealed like the rest, and are stated by Dajeeba 
Waecd to have been among those returned by the Governor to Nago Deorao. 
They are proved to ho in the hand-writing of Nana Fatuck by the evidence 
of Hurry Punt Fatuck, Narrain Bhutt Cliittcy, and Morapunt Joscc, con- 
sequently they must have been written before August 1832, when he died; 
and as llerculano's mission undoubtedly occurred in June 1831, the correct 
dates arc probably the 15th of April and 2Gth Junct of that year. No. 12 
must, I think, be taken figuratively, not in reality referring to the health of 

th(' 

* Evidence on the paper No. 35. 

t The meeting, it wUl be recollected, occurred on or about the 19th June 1831. 
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the Raja himself but to that of his state. On the former supposition, no SATTARA 
reason appears why the agents at Goa should enter into explanations with the PAPERS. 

Governor on the subject : at the same time, it is probable enough that an Minute 

allusion was intended to the professional character of Hcrculano. It will be by thetioverno^f 
recollected, that in the letter inviting that person to Sattara (see above, ' 

paragraph 230) it was expressly said, that he was to administer remedies to 
his Highness. This would, perhaps, have been made the pretext for his 
visit, had he been detected at the time. The letter No. 13, which was the 
earlier written of the two, corroborates the oral evidence of Narrain Bhutt 
Chittey and Raojee Kotences, both of whom state, that when Nana Fatiick 

I irocecded to Goa to conduct Hcrculano to Sattara, he was told that Hcrcu- 
ano was absent, and should be sent when he returned. The allusion to the 
Governor's new title is also founded in fact ; for I am informed, that when 
he first arrived in India he was only Governor and Captain- General, but that, 
m 1831, he was by the government of Don Miguel appointed Viceroy of Goa 
and its dependencies. 

248. No. 14 is a paper without date, containing apparently requisitions 
from the Governor of Goa to the Raja of Sattara. It is proved by Hurry 
Punt Fatuck and Narrain Bhutt Chittey to be in Nana Fatuck's hand-writing, 
and Raojee Kolenecs states, that he saw it in Nago Deorao’s possession. It 
is a curious document, calling for information under nineteen heads, exactly 
of that nature whicli the Governor might be supposed anxious to receive, 
previously to his embarking his country in hostilities on behalf of the Raja. 

It must nul, therefore, be iiderrcd, that lu‘ entertained any such design. The 
document, from its nature, does not admit of abbreviation, but one of the 
lequisitioiis is too remarkable to be passed over in silence. The fifteenth 
requisition is as follows : ‘Mn what way was the present treaty with the Ma- 
“ haraj concluded; what is the nature of the arrangement respecting him ; 

‘'what is the oxtont of his sovereignty; ^r/iat «y/6 the Jirst pro>/ihc madv; 

“ who posscss(*s the sovereignty over the rest of the Prudhans, and how do 
“they conduct themselves^ After carefully ascertaining, this should be 
“ written." The interiogatory I have underlined clearly proves, that, in the 
intercourse with (loa, complaint must liavc been made of a breach of faith 
on our pari, when our existing treaty with the Raja was framed; and it is 
\cry imjiortant to observe, that this infamous and unfounded charge against 
Biitish honour is to be traced in documents which we have received from the 
advocate of the Raja, Dr. Milne, the late President of tlie Bombay Medical 
Hoard. 

249. No. 15 is also a remarkable document. Il is headed in Portuguese 
and Mahratta, “ Instructions and these are said to have been verbally com- 
municated to the Baja’s agents, and afterwards committed to writing by 
Dajeeba Waeed according to their dictation. It consists of nine heads. 

1st. The Raja is recommended to turn liis attention to the promotion 
of commerce. 

2d. To cause ten persons in each village to be instrusted “ in cannon- 
ading and military di.scipliiie," annually to inspect them, and- to treat 
them with honour and distinction. 

3d. To maintain a friendly intercourse with the ruler of Goa, tlirough 
whom troops and stores may be landed ; for, it is added, “ this is the o/i/i/ 
door in this country for your jieoplc to Europe.'^ The Governor assigns 
reasons why he could not introduce the Raja to his successor, namely, 

“ He is not of my rank, being a native of this country, standing in the 
“ favour of the Elder Master (Don Pedro).” ' 

4th. To keep always in view the preservation of unanimity among all 
Sawustances and Sirdars (kings and chiefs), as far as the Sikhs. " ' 

“ have intimated," he says, “ to the principal station, that you 
“ Master of all the Hindoos.” 

5th. To translate and read twice a-day “histories of Bonaparte, and 
“ other valiant and intelligent kings and chiefs who distinguished them- 
selves 
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shelves, and who, by their courage, overcame their enemies and con- 
Uunporary states, and ^gained the highest glory.” 

(ith. To establish a school like one at (ioa. 

’ 7tlK “ Your Sena]>uttee, and the high Sirdars below him, should be 

“ taught our discipline, and the books which exist regarding the managing 
“ of an army, afte r converting them into the Hindoo language. The 
books of your enemy can, if required, be procured : those and ours 
"" are of a similar description.” 

.Stli. Tlie liiija is advised to take into his service, some Portuguese 
soldiers of artillery and infantry, about to return home on furlough. It 
is added, however, “ but your enemy will take offence at tliis ; for, even 
‘‘ it a icw remain in your eountry, they \vill be found by them to be for- 
ni]dal)le, llierefore the matter is communicated to the Vakeel.” 

;nh. To befriend Raojeo Kotenees ; “for when,” says tluj writer, “I 
“ de]>art from niy own eoiiiitrj^ it will be obligatory on him to retire to a 
“ remote place, as I cannot introduce him to the iu‘w Governor. 1^ 
“ intend soon, according to your wishes, to return to this country.” 

250. The evidence in support of this document is as follows. Dajccba 
Maced says, “Tins is my hand-writing. The niatlcr whicli Don Maiiocl 
“ mentioned to Nana and Raojee Kotenees to coinmiinicate to the IMaliaraj, 
“ they l)oih made me take down in writing.” ilaojee Kotenees says, “ the 
“ intimations which were to be made to tlie Raja of Sattara from the Viieeroy 
“ Sahib, these were euminitte<l to i\ yad by Nana W^aced : this is that uad,'" 
In liis eross-examinatioH, Haojee further says, “ Nago went to Vingcu la to tin' 
“ Viceroy and c(»nverscd with him. 1 did not go there ; but Nago iidbrined 
“ me, jfitds of their conversation were caused t.t> be written by Dajeeba Waced, 

either at Araba or Rybundiir. These were afterwards ex|»laiiie(l to the 
“ Raja, first by Nago Deorao, and secondly by myself.” Hurry Punt h'aliude 
says, “ Formerly, Ilaojee Kotonecs said to me, Don iMaiKK'l, by way of 
“ instruction, lias made and given a v/^/^Z I’or the Alaharaj, but 1 did not sec the 
“ y^/^Z there. I sec it now, and it is of the same nature as Raojee Kotenees 
“ meiiLioncd, and the Kotenees explained it to the Maliaraj in my presence.” 
■Morajiunt Josee says, “ The matter written in them (15 and IG) was explained 
“ by Raojee Kotenees to the Maharaj, in my presence, in A.D. l8;]5-db\” I 
think, therefore, that there can be little doubt that this ])aper is really founded 
on some verlial communication which took place between the Ilaja's agents 
and the (lovenior of Goa, when the latter was making liis [irej^arations t(,' 
return to Europe. 

251. No. IG is another paper of the same description as No. 15. It consists 
of seven paragraphs, and is headed, “ Substance of the Instructions received 
“ from the Head Nation.'' 

The 1st jiaragraph states, that the “.lunior Master (Don Miguel) has 
“ prepared troops for the success of your (of course, tlie Raja’s) affair; 
“ but, Ihiough some contrivance of the English (who are styled your 
“ aivmy^ laid been embroiled with his elder brother, and alter much 
“ figiiting had retired to a remote state. He is accompanied by the higliest 
“ Sirdars of the stale. Dung do ( .adawal is deeply interested in the 
cause of your object, and my brother Marques dc Wallis (Valencia).” 
Paragraph 2 states that, in consequence of an intimation from Don 
Miguel, vvlio \vas deeply interested in the success of the purpose, the 
Russians and Austrians, according to the previous plan, were prepared to 
invade India. “ But the road to visit your eountry runs through the 
territories of Sliam and Rome."*^ Settle by what way they should 
“ come, and what Sirdar of yours will receive them ; and, as soon as 
“ tlie armies reach your Sirdar within your boundary line, the expenses 
. “ should be provided for.” 

3d. (in substance.) In reference to the present agreement, stating, 

“ Come 


* means Syria ; the Turkish empire. 
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“ Come by sea; Goa being now in the possession of the elder brother, 

“ tliere is no landing there. Name some other port.” 

4th. “ 1 have explained to the. Vakeel, that the expenses of coming by 
“ sea would be very considerable.” 

5th. “ Troops are ready to come by land or by sea, as you may appoint, 
“J)ut I am directed to bring with me a good and rcspeeta!)le Vakeel. 

“ Send one, and when he arrives, the siiringani (army; shall bo sent. 

“ lie .should be provided with statements of the stores, Ike. required. If 
I were here, a Vakeel would not be required.” 

Gth. Repeats his requisition for a Vakeel. 

7th.* Alludes to his being at a foreign station, “ to which the Vakeel 
is to be sent.” Exhorts tlic Raia to persevere stcdfastly in his designs. 
Tile paper concludes thus ; — “ Thus, in several jvaragraplis, and by word 
of mouth, 1 have made a communication to the Vakeel, being substance 
“ of the instructions received from the head station, which should be 
immediately taken into consideration i)y you, and immediately 
“ disjratch the Vakeel together with another person. Besides tins, 
something lending to the prosperity of the sannistlran (state) has been 
eommimicatt;d.” 

252. The authenticity of tliis document rests on nearly tli(‘ same evidence 
as that of N<). 15. Dajeeba W aeod states, that lie committed it to writing at 
lli(‘ dictation of Nana \\'aeed and Raojee Kotenecs. TIu* latter state's, that 
the* i#structions weac issueel by Don Alanoel ; and Morajiimt .Inset.', what is 
liu'. neat inate*riul eireaiinstancc of all, that they wtaa* explainetl by the Ko- 
teiue s to the JVlahuraj in Ins pre'sence- The* conteaits, in my e>t)inion, ]n'ov(v, 
that they must have [iroe'eedeel from some one well inrormed of events in 
Portugal, and vvhiedi, we are, aware, led to the! supersession of .Don Manoed 
m the- government e)l (loa liy^ Btaiiardo Feres da Sil\a; aneJ wilii regard to 
tlie object of llu' pa])er, siqijiosiiig it to re^preseiit truly a eommuuiealioii 
intended liy the ex-Vice'roy for the Raja, it may be considered as an inge- 
nious alteaiipt to explain the delay wliich laul already taken ]>Iace! in the 
fulliluuast oi‘ tlie hopes clierisheel by his Highness, while, at the: same lime, 
it la\s good groujid lor exjilaining a furtlier delay of the siiurj kind to an 
indediuiie e.\ teait. 

25:>. Nos. 17, IS, D), 20, 21, 22, 2ib aiid 24, maybe t'lassetl loge‘tli(‘r. 
The y ina: liu* private! and ennheUmlial letteTs of tlie agen.ls engaged in the! 
intrigues, addressed to .Nago l.)eora(>, and are* ailmitled, iu each case, by tlui 
]>erso*:is Vvla* wrote* tht.'m to be' genuine anel original. They aiforel uniloubled 
«.'vid( ne e* e»f the* moele in which li*.e^ Raja. eommuuie‘ated Vvitli Nago, anel ce>r- 
r:>])oratc. iu manv pavtie:idars, the* principal transactie>ns deeposeel to by tlie 
Vvilnes.'-e's. "^riire'c ol them, 17, 20, ami 2 1, datexi respi'Ctive! y tlie- 5tli Oete;>be!r 
IS:M, 2d Di'eember l^s;i5, and 4;ii Mareh 1S3 (k were wiilU.n by Hurry Runt 
Patuck. 'flu* hrst of tlee'se* may be soem eiismisseel. It is uniniporta.nt , except 
as proving tiu! connexion ol' the parties with the* banker, Tee*jce*rain. It is 
in the! Iiand-vvriliiig e>l’ a perse>ii naiiu*el Bhicajee* Abbaje.e* Ram, ‘‘\vhe> ^ is a 

se'rvanl of llie iVlaharaj, an inhabltaut e>f Saltara, emphiyed on iIk* duties 
“ of Slu'ktlar in liie. Kurud Fetla, ami a friend e»f mine (Hurry i^uiit l’\itiu:k’s) 
“ and of Narrain Blnitt Cdiittey." 

254. The st'coiid eif Hurry Punt's lette-rs is impe rtaiit iu two i\*s]k*c1s: 
first, in pi'oving the mission t*r iMaluIeo Row Sirkey te) (*oa, and secomlly, 
iu alluding t(» Soopojee*, the feigiut! name of Ro\vloje.'e Naik, wlio conveyed 
fuiids from the Raja to tlie banker 4 eeje'erani. Htiii y Punt acknowledges 
this letter to be in liis .hand-writing, j and thus e'xplains its meaning; Aiah- 

deo Row Sirkey was inlre>ducit:d to Don Aiaimel lyv Nago lleorae), on 
“ ac*coMnt of the plot witli (loa. Afte'rwards it was ariJiuged, that eh(! \\ aeed 
“ and the Sirkt'V slumid come' together to Saltara. ddie Waeed, howe-ver, 
“ came first, and Ir.-.ving met liu: IMaharaJ went ceway. ddic Sirkey lo! lowed, 

and 

* / V2(: (M. itlciu'.c.* of IIvr.TV !*iinl l'ii(.i!t.*k, courinned hy Ndi* raii> Hliuli Ch:tti.'y ami Tci jccraui. 

! Tin’s is confinneel bv ikijccba VVaced, Morapunt Josfi*, ?>arraiu Gluitl Cbitti'y, aii^l itojotram. 
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and I and he having met, a conversation passed, and with Soopojee, that 
** is with Rowlojee Naik, a conversation took place regarding the Rs. 8,000 
which the Maharaj had ordered to be given to Nago Deorao to send a man 
^ with Don Manoel.” 

255. The third letter is also of importance, as placing beyond doubt the 
loss of the hoondees for Rupees 4,000, alluded to in the 105th paragfraph of 
this minute, and of duplicates being furnished to Balkoba Kelkur. This is 
also acknowledged by Hurry Punt to have been written* by himself, and is 
thus explained : “As the hoondees were stolen, Dajeeba Waeed was sent to 
“ Sattara by Nana Waeed, but as the money had not been received at Tee- 
“ jeeram’s, Teejccram said he would give it when the money came from Row- 
“ lojee Naik. Afterwards the Waeed sent Balkoba to say that the aftair would 
“ be successful ; on which Teejeeram gave hoondees for Rupees 3,500, which 
“ amount came from Rowlojee Naik, and is credited in the account of Tee- 

jceraiii.” This letter proves the zeal and earnestness with which the 
writer laboured in the cause he had espoused. “ You have now urgently 
“ written,” he observes, “ for the hoondees, and Balkoba Tatia has mentioned 
“ the whole matter, that the afl'air would be ruined if the money does not 
“ come, therefore the Baee has forwarded hoondees for 3,50.0 rupees. Expend 
“ the money in such manner as the affair of the master can be successful ; 
“ if a thousand or five hundred more be required it matters not. If nothing 
“ of this be done, a charge of ingratitude will be attached : no room w ill be 
“left to shew the face in; and what calamity may befal cannot bdlcon- 
“ ceived. Therefore, keeping the feet of the master in view, all, with unani- 
“ mous effort, do that by which his aflair may be effected. Here we have 
“ many enemies. In fine, pay attention to the business, and none should 
“ mind his own livelihood. IVu'fectly settling the matter, llowlojceDada and 
“ yourself should come soon. Shew this letter to Rowlojee.” In i’urther 
elucidation of the above remittance, T beg to refer to Sukhoba Waeed’s 
account with Teejeeram for Sumvut 1892 (1835-30), where wdH be found the 
following entries. On the credit side, “ Kartek vud 3()th (20th November 
“ 1835), cash through the hands of Bhavo from Doordee, Rupees 4,000.” 
“ Paush sood 5th (24th December 1835), cash through the hands of Bhug- 
“ wuiidoss from Soopajee, Rupees 1,990.” “ Paush vud 14th (17th January 

“ 1836), cash from Doordee through Bhiigwundoss, Rupees 1,000.” “ Adek 
“ sood 5th (19th June 1830), through the hands of Doordajec, Rupees 500.” 
And on the debit side, “ h'algoon vud 7th (9th March 1830), through the 
“ hands of Balkoba Kelkur, two hoondees on Bombay on Vishnoodoss Bhug- 
“ wnindoss, Rupees 4,000, and exchange thereon. Rupees 240.” ( Vu/c No. I 

of list C. of Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans’s re|)ort of the 11th November 1837.) 

256. Three of these letters (Nos;' 18, 19, and 22) are from Narrain Bhutt 
Chittey to Nagq Deorao ; the two first being dated the 5th October and 3d 
December 1834, the last without date. They are all acknowledged by the 
writer, who explains No. 18 to be the paper “ which he causes to be written 
“ to Nana Waeed, in the hand-writing of Bhicajee Abbajee Ram. It means — 
“ Do not draw the notes publicly, A publicity obtains. The colt is sent. 
“ Write a letter and give it to Don Itlanoel, to attend the nuptials of Gojra 
“ Sahibt here. To the mootih (chief) the mattei; has been made known. As 
“ Rowlojee Naik communicated the Maharaj \s order, so I wrote in the Ict- 
“ ter.” No. J9, Nana says in his letter, is in the handwriting of Bhicajee 
Abbajee Ram, and alludes to a pair of shawls and turban of the value of 
170 ru{)ecs, presented by the Maharaj to Nago Deorao as a wedding present. 
He states, that the nuptials were performed on the 2d Pood, and describes 
the bridegroom. No. 22 is also in Narrain’s handwriting, in reply to a note 
from Nago, requesting .some kinkub for boys. The two lines at the bottom 
are written by Teejeeram. The banker confirms this; and in regard to Bhica- 
jee Abbajee Ram, states, “ He lives in Sattara : he is a friend of Narrain Bhutt 
“ and of Hurry Punt. Narrain Bhutt, the Ram, and myself went to Goa. As 

“ the 

* Confirmed by Dajeeba Waeed, Morapunt Josce, Narrain Bhutt Chittey, and Teejeeram. 
f The Uaja of Suttara*s daugtiter. 
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the Chittey s handwriting is not good, he may have made the Ram write the 

" letters. The Ram is a servant of the Maharaj Sirkar, employed as shekdar 

“ in the Kurud Petta.” The above explains the nature of these letters, and I Minute 
shall only draw attention to the following extract from No. 19, as one of the by the (lovemor 
many proofs of the Raja of Sattara being personally concerned in those in- -'’May 1838. 
irigues. The contents of the letter of the 19th are understood, but they are 
“ not such as he may believe them. You and Raojee are about to come. You 
should not come over the Ghaut for the present, so it has been clearly said. 

“ Bring Raojee, so it was said, and he must arrive on the 25th December 
1834. The Swaree is to proceed on the 31st December into the districts for 
‘‘ the jumabundy, therefore Raojee should come quickly.” 

257. The two remaining letters of the series (23 and 24) are acknowledged 
by the banker, Teejcerani, to be in his handwriting, and to have been ad- 
dressed by him to Nago Deorao.* This person thus explains the meaning of 
No. 23 : “ To take hoondees Nago Deorao sent Dajecba Waeed.” On this 1 
^wrote an answer thus: The alfair below the (Riaut (/. c. Goa) cannot at 
“ present be aftecled. So to the head {ineaning the Maharaj) it is kmmm, in conse- 

(juence of which the ATaharoj gave directions to Raj ushreeBhaee {mcanwg Hurri/ 

Pant Bhaoo) which he has written to you. Therefore the hoondees arc not 
“ sent, and hotli you and Raojee should come very soon. If the business 
“ (meaning the aft'air connected with Goa) can be done, and if you are so 
“ eonvinced, send an intimation to the Bhaoo, then the Bhaoo taking the 
“ nioift.'y will come to you.” In the letter 24, the banker states that he has 
sent Jioondecs for Rupees 4,000 by Balkoba Kelkur. 

258. No. 25 is an exact copy of the letter No. 4, dated the 20th December 
1830 addressed by the Raja of Sattara to DonManoel, and already explained 
in the 229th and 230th paragraphs of this minute. This cojiy is proved by 
Hurry Punt fatuek'( to be in Nana Fatuck’s hand- writing, consequently it 
must have been inexistence previous to the month of August 1832, when Nana 
I'atuck died. 

259. No. 20 purports to be the copy of a letter addressed by Don ManocI to 
the Raja of Sattara, dated from (xoa the 20th August 1832. This acknow- 
ledges the receij)t of two letters from the Raja, dated the 25th June I83I and 
I9lh March 1832, and states that Nago Deorao and Eshwunt Raojee, ‘"com- 
“ iiig peis(uially in the lluzoor,” had given ])leasant accounts of the Raja’s 
health and happiness. 3’he (Jovernor then observes: “ To be of service to 
“ thc' Sahib Raja is my pure desire, and therefore, by the first opportunity, I 
“ will communicate the intentions of the Raja to the Iluzoor of the Padsliah 
“ (King) ; and in order that the King may be of great service to the Raja, and 

tiiat the greatest assistance may be rendered, I will communicate without 
delay whatever answer may come from thence.” Morapunt Josee admits 
this paper to be in his handwriting, and slates it to be “ Copy of the transla- 
“ tioii of a letter to the Maharaj from Don Manoel and Hurry Punt I’atuck, 

Dajeeba Waeed, and Narraiii Bhutt Chittey, all agree that it was written by 
the Josee. 

200. No. 27 is copy of a letter from Juwan Coorvee Pertius Bituo'Coor to 
Bulvvunt Row Rajey, Senaputtee of Sattara, dated from Panjum the 9th Fe- 
bruary 1833. This is in reply to one from the Senaputtee ol the 27th Decem- 
ber 1832. The writer apologizes for not having written before the particulars in 
conse(|ucncc of want of leisure, from being always engaged in the service of his 
master, the Viceroy Capitao-Gcneral ; but states that he had frequently desired 
Nago Deorao to write on his part wliat was necessary. The writer is, of course, 
the Mugdoom-more Murdomo, or Major Domo, alluded to in the depositions 
of the witnesses in this case. lie then observes, As in your letter regret 
“ has appeared, I avail myself of some short leisure to wTite that the Viceroy 
“ Sahib, being sensible of the sincere friendship of the Maharaj, rememl)crs 
“ him every moment, and I also make representations when necessary ; but # 

“ as 

* Confirmed by Dajccba Waeed, Morapunt Josee, Narrain Bliutt Chittey, and Hurry I’unl 
Fatuck. ■\ Confirmed by Narrain Bhutt Chittey. 



180 


MINUTES OF THE 


SATTAUA 

PAPERS. 

Mijiutc 

!>jr till* Governor, 
.» .May 


“ as the success of your plan depends on the exertions of the other senior mas- 
‘‘ te7\ even if any delay occurs, the time becoming favourable a proof of it >vill 
“ be forthcoming. In the last few days a ship from Portugal has arrived, and 
“ Nago Deorab has been informed of the news she has brought, and will 
“ explain it. Another ship, also, will come and will bring pleasant tidings, 
for which I am waiting. Nago Deorao and Eshwunt Raojee have obtained 
“ the Viceroy’s perfect favour, and have enjoyed his fullest confidence. Ex- 
erting themselves for the business, they have retained a remembrance of the 
"" same : there appears no other such indefatigable and trustworthy persons. 
‘‘ And I also, have been exerting myself along with them in support of the 
object, as desired. Good will be done to Erculan de Noray. I am ready 
“ here for your’s and the Maharaj’s service.*’ 

2G1. In support of the authenticity of this paper, Rapjoc Kotenecs says, 
“ It is a copy of a letter sent by Mugdooiii-niore to the Senaputtec. Its ori- 
ginal was sent by Nago Deorao to the Senaputtec: that original T saw, of 
“ which this is a co])y.” Dajeeba Waeed and Morapunt .losee state, that it 
is ill the handwriting of Ram Rhaoo Wareed, the son of an elder brother of 
Nago Deorao’s, with whom he used to live, and who is now stated by Mora- 
punt .losec to be practising as a physician in the Goa territories. 

202. No. 28 is an exact copy of the letter No. 5, dated the 18lli .luue 1833, 
from the Raja of Sattara to Don Manocl, already alluded to in the 229th to the 
231st paragraphs of this minute. Morapunt .Tosee admits that this copy is in 
his own handwriting, and his evidence is confirmed by Hurry Punt Falnck, 
Dajeeba Waeed, and Narraiii Bhutt Chittey. 

203. No. 29 is a copy of a letter in the name of the Raja of Sattara, dated 
the l8th .lime 1833, toSoor.lao Erculan de Noray. In this the Raja writes, 
“ Placing great confidence in the Portuguese State, in the firmness of its 

steady pledge, and in its great courage with that confidence, and that the 
“ friendship witli your State may increase and eontiiiuc, and that the purposes 
“ of this (jovenimeiit may be accomplished, you (haculan) are eommanded 
that articles o(‘ agreement were formerly sent. Their replies, intimating some 
delay, came, oh which, on sending a letter, jjou were hronght hcrc^ and all the 
matters here irerc intimated to yon in person, and a letter /’or the SnwnsLhan was 
gioen. Its character being tlu; best, confiding in tliis, there is great eneoii- 
“ ragenicnt. But as the matter was communicated to you, alter intimating it 
to the Viceroy you should have sent a reply ; but till now no letter from you 
“ has come, and some doubt lias therefore bticn entertained in the mind, and 
you sliould e\|)lain whi'ther you have not couimunicated the matter. 3’here- 
fore Nago Deorao and Eshwunt Raojee are de|)arted from this (h)veninumt. 
“ and wlieii they meet you they will coinnumicatc the matter here with w hicli 
they are eharged, and return an answer, and sueli answer as may have been 
“ given (do you) write and send.” 

204. Tliis letter is of importance, as strengtliening the proofs already 
noticed regarding TTcrculano’s mission to Sattara, and the fact, that articles 
oi’ agreement were fraiiied. Morapunt .Tosee admits that it is in his hand- 
wTiting, and ITurry Punt Fatuck, Dajeeba Waeed, and Narrain Bhutt Cliittcy 
aflirni the same fact. 

205. No 30 is co])y of a letter from tlie Senaputtee of Sattara to Juwini 
(^oorvee, tlie Viceroy's Major Donio, and it is dated the 12tli February 183-1. 
It is in reply to one of the 13th August, and states, that the khawund 
(master) and liimsclf arc greatly sensible of the gixvat aid which the Major 
Domo liad ofieri'd in the affair, and that their whole reliance is on him. 
“ Nago Deorao,’' lie says, “ on this subject has already been establishing con- 
“ Jidciiee, and tlie vvlude of the matter here has been mentioned to Narrain 
“ Bhutt (3ntley : consider and answer it. Refresh the heart by frequent letters 

containing the news there.” 

2f;0. Respecting this paper, Raojee Kotene.es states, tliat he had seen tlu: 
original; and Dajeeba Waeed and Morapunt Josee, that it is in the hand- 
writing 
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writing of Ram Bhaoo Waeed, the person alluded to in the 261st paragraph 
of this minute. 

267. No. 31 is the rough draft of a letter, in the name of the Raja, to the 
Governor of Goa, without any date. This acknowledges a letter, and that 
Nago De.orao and Raojee Kotenees had intimated, that the Governor ** was 
** about to proceed to the station,” and that both Vakeels had been dispatched 
with emergency, to inform the Governor of the matter, but that they had 
returned on hearing of his departure. His return having been heard of, the 
Vakeels are again deputed, to whom the Governor should communicate why 
he had remained, how. long, and when he would leave: the rest of the matter 
the Vakeels would communicate. Morapunt Josee admits, that this draft is in 
his handwriting; which is confirmed by Hurry Punt Fatuck, Dajeeba Waeed, 
and Narrain Bhutt Chittey. 

268. No. 32 is a copy of a letter from Don Manoel to the Raja of Sattara, 
dated the 16th February 1835, from Vingorla. This states, that the friendly 
letter of the Maharaj and the verbal intimations had been received. “ Our 

Vakeel, Nago Deorao,” he proceeds, “has been charged with a separate 
“ letter containing matters about the affair, and is entrusted with matters 
“ useful to the affair. Nago Deorao has carried on the affair most excellently, 
“ and has faithfully conducted himself for its success. This friend is ready 
“ for the van(|uishinent of your enemies, and to forward such ends as may be 
“ in his powey. Answer this letter, and dispatch the Vakeels immediately.” 

269. Raojee Kotenees states, that it is the copy of a letter sent by the 
Viceroy from Vingorla, which Nago Deorao delivered to the Raja: so Nago 
informed him. Dajeeba Waeed acknowiedges that it is in his handwriting, 
and that it is a copy of the translation which accompanied the letter written 
from Vingorla by Don Manoel to the Maharaj ; and Morapunt Jusee confirms 
this statement. 


270. No. 33 is a copy of the translation of another letter from the Governor to 
tlie Raja, dated 2d June. It acknowledges one from the Raja of the 15tli 
April, ^ and informs the Raja that, in September, the writer will proceed to 
Portugal in a ship of war under repair at Goa. “ Then,” continues the writer, 
“ with our mistress, the most powerful and faithful Queen of Portugal and 
“ Algarves, undertaking with great pleasure the service relating to every one 

of your purposes, I am ready to do that service, and will give proof how 
“ greatly J am interested in the cause of your aftair. Be assured of this.” 
Morapunt Josee admits that this is in his handwriting, and Hurry Punt 
Fatuck, Dajeeba Waeed, and Narrain Bhutt Chittey affirm the same fact. 

271. No. 34 is the rougli draft of a letter from the Raja to the Governor, 

without date, but acknowledging one of the 13th August, informing the Raja 
that, as soon as an answer came from Europe, it should be communicated, 
and that he was interested in this cause, that both slates might be prosperous. 
In reply the Raja observes, that no secret plot had been concerted with Por- 
tugal through former Governors of Goa ; but a communication had been 
formed with him, Don Manoel, because he was of the high royal fanrily, deep 
in council, firm in trust, courageous, and one willing to sacrifice life for tlie 
benefit of the Padshah. lie alludes to “ports and jdaces” lost by former 
Governors of Goa, to recover which, and also new states, endeavours have 
been commenced. “ Placing perfect reliance on you,” he adds, “ the secret 
“ project was made, and from this affair the good of both states will result; 
“ the ports lost will be regained, and new states obtained. Keeping this 
“ seriously in the heart, you have been making exertions in every way, and 
“ your zeal was manifested in the letter. The affair will be accomplished. 
“ By the former letters and papers you will have understood the benefits to 
“ be derived, and our Carbarccs, having made one or two secret projects with 
“the English state, their faith ^ they effected a total destruction^ 

“ at 


, * He also deposes, that Nago delivered the Tyly and Mahratta version to the Raja, and accompa- 
nied Nago to Sattara when he did so. 
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at last ruined the dowlut (state).” He concludes by stating, that Narraip 
Wassodeo (that it is to say, Narrarn Bhutt Chittey) had been deputed to Nago 
Deorao to intimate some matters at Sattara. 

272. It will be seen in Narrain Bhutt Chittey ’s evidence, that he has de- 
posed to the fact of his having been deputed by the Raja to Goa, for the pur- 
pose ef ascertaining how matters were proceeding. Morapunt Josee admits 
that the above draft is in his handwriting ; and this statement is corroborated 
by Hurry Punt Fatuck, Dajeeba Waeed, and Narrain Bhutt Chittey. 

273. No. 35 is translation of a letter from Narrain Bhutt Chittey to Balkoba 
Tatia, dated the 9th September 1836, from Sattara. This is a confidential 
letter written by the Chittey after Nago’s death. In it he says, ‘VAtfairs here 
“ have been extremely mismanaged ; this cannot be stated in a letter : at 
“ present the affair has, in fact, miscarried.” Narrain Bhutt admits this to be 
an original, in his own handwriting, and that the above signifies, “ Nago 
“ Deorao is dead : now cash for expenses cannot he had. Thus the Maharaj 

said ; therefore it was written again. You should come and remain at Waee. 
“ Bhaoo and Teejeeram have gone to Poona. I also am to go on the 1st of the 

month ; on my return a plan will be formed.” This means, Nago Deorao is 
dead ; if you come here publicity will obtain, therefore stop at Waee for the 
present. Again, “ the manner of Nana’s behaviour atWarce has been wholly 
“ communicated here to the master by the person of tliat place, who is here.” 
This signifies, Mahdeo Row Sirkey complains to the Maharaj ®f Nana, that 
he made great expenses, and that lie maintained a great many men. Brahmin 
attendants, horses, &c. Balkoba Kelkur admits, that he received this letter 
at Warce, and that it is in the Chittey’s handwriting ; and this fact is dejiosed 
to by four other witnesses, namely. Hurry Punt Fatuck, Raojee Kotenees, 
Dajeeba Waeed, and Morapunt Josee. I will only further observe, that the 
instruction to Balkoba, not to come to Sattara, was very natural ; for, at the 
time when it was issued, the Raja’s attempt to seduce the Soobadars of the 
23d Regiment of Native Infantry had been detected, and was under investi- 
gation. 

274. No. 3() is a rough draft of a letter from the Senaputtee to the Go- 
vernor’s Major Domo, without date. After complaining that no letters had 
been received, the Senaputtee writes : “ My master, the Maharaj, having 
“ heard much of the firmness and wisdom of your master, the Viceroy, and 
“ having been fully satisfied, by referring to the ancient dufters (records) of 
“ this state, that your state is adorned with the two qualities of trust and 

courage, he has wholly placed his reliance on your master ; but under him 
“ tliere is no person so trustworthy, so respectable, and active as yourself, 
“ therefore the course of the affair is entirely in your hands, and day and 
“ night the heart is directed towards you. Frequently supplicate yoin 
“ master : following up the affair letters should come. As soon as intelli- 
“ gence comes from the head station, let it be intimated here; and, to remind 
“ you of this, Nago Deorao and Eshwimt Raojee have been kept near you : 

protect them in every respect.” The letter concludes with a strong recom- 
mendation in favour of llerculano, and by saying, “ My master is cordially 
“ resolved, that the whole of the dowlut (state) is yours; therefore, managing 

as you may think proper, effect an arrangement. When the affair is accom- 
“ plished, the prosperity of both states will be the result.” 

275. Morapunt Josee admits that this draft is in his handwriting, which is 
confirmed by Hurry Punt Fatuck, Dajeeba Waeed, Narrain Bhutt Chittey, 
and Raojee Kotenees. The latter deposes, “ No. 30 is the foul draft of a 
‘‘ letter given to Mugdoom-morc from the Senaputtee ; tliere is also my 

writing in it. The original pa[)er went to Mugdoom-inore.” 

276. No. .37 is the rough draft of a letter in the name of the Raja to the 
Governor of Goa, without date, and acknowledges the receipt of an answer 
to two letters formerly sent to tlie Governor, the one by Herciilano, the other 
by Nago Deorao and Raojee Kotenees. It is then observed, “ You liave 

written, and the Vakeel has intimated, that you have assured him your 

_ . desire 
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desire for the affair is great, and that you will make a communication as .sati'aka 
soon as the first opportunity offers, but that an answer is to come from the l^M*ERS. 

‘‘ chief station of the empire ; as to this, although here, the whole of my M^nutr 

** mind is directed towards that jitint, and when the favourable news is by the Goverm 
received the heart will be greatly gladdened. The news of the head station 5 May 1838. 
“ should be frequently communicated by letter, and then I shall be revived. 

“ Any matter not Jit to be written in a letter should be communicated through the 
“ Vakeel, This friend placing his whole confidence in you, the preparation 
“ of the suringam (forces) for the affair is in progress. Availing yourself of 
“ the favourable time, you will doubtless trace the course of the project. Of 
“ this, I am assured ; and to remind you of this, both the Vakeels, my confi- 
“ dants, have been placed under ybur command : protect them till the affair 
is completed. The accounts here are written to them.” The letter con- 
cludes by a strong recommendation in favour of Herculano, and by stating, 

“ If any thing be required from hence at any time, send the Vakeel immedi- 
"" ately. Whatever suringam may be required will be provided.” 

277. This draft is also admitted by Morapunt Josee to be in his hand- 
writing, and this is confirmed by Hurry Punt Patuck, Dajeeba Waecd, and 
Narrain Bhutt Chittey. Raojee Kotenees states, that, “ It is the foul draft of 
“ a letter to the Viceroy from the Raja, in which there are words in his hand- 
writing.” 

27S. No. 38, the last of the documents, is in Nago Dcorao’s handwriting, 
and is headed, Shree Sidraj.” Memorandum of requisitions to be made. 

They are as follow ; — 

1st. For the papers. 

2d. By drawing up other papers. 

3d. How should letters be delivered to the General ? 

4th. For tlic project, agreements to be concluded with other quarters, 
fith. Letter of Appa Sahib — arrangement. 

(»th. What letter is to be given to the Maharaj ? 

7th. What time will intervene before going? 

8th. Some things for the Maharaj. 
bth. Five letters remaining, 

275). Tliis is evidently a memorandum of notes by Nago Deorao, on points 
eonnected wuth the (Joa intrigues which he desired to remember. Its 
authenticity is proved by Hurry Punt Fatuck, Raojee Kotenees, Dajeeba 
Waeed, Morapunt Josee, and Narrain Bhutt Chittey ; all of whom depose, 
that the memoraiiduin is in Nago Deorao’s handwriting. 

280. 1 have now gone through the whole of the evidence accompanying 
Lieutenant-General Ovans's able report of the 11th of November last. It may 
be thought that I have been unnecessarily prolix, but the great importance of 
this case, and my desire to have the transactions belonging to it in a clear 
and corrected form, fully justify, 1 think, the course I have jmrsued ; and I 
would lain hope, that what I liavc here ofiered will diininisli the labours of 
those, by whom the question of the Raja’s guilt or innocence must ultimately 
be determined. 

28 1 . To those who have accompanied me thus far, I would beg to suggest, 
that as a short prem- of tlie whole of this case, they should now peruse, or re- 
peruse the rej)ort of Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans just mentioned. It contains a 
clear and concise summary ; and if, on some points of very trifling moment, 
my views of the case may be slight modifications of those winch the ^\cling 
Resident has exliibitcd, tlie difference is too minute to be wortli regarding, 
whilst, in all material respects, I am Imppy that a careful and independent 
consideration of the evidence lias led me to the same conclusions with those of 
that able officer. It will be found, I must adil, that Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans 
weighed witli care the difficulties which the ease exhibits, and his solution of 
them appears to me just and satislactory. To these difficulties 1 also adverted 
as they occurred; and, on the whole, 1 must record my firm conviction, that 

the 
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the guilt of the Raja of Sattara, judging on the ground of the evidence com- 
mented on in the minute, is fully substantiated. 

282. It is necessary, however, to bear in mind, that the preceding pages are 
* far from exhausting the case. My Colleagues are aware, that the overwhelm- 
ing mass of evidence has been corroborated by proofs obtained at Dharwar and 
Rutnagheery. In my minute of the 2d February last, I observed as follows : 
— ** I shall hereafter notice the important fact of the formal inquiry at Sat- 
“ tara, and the contingent one at Dharwar, each being conducted by officers 
“ quite independent of each other, producing similar results, implicating the 
** same persons, and eliciting similar facts. Is it, therefore, possible, that con- 
“ cert or collusion can exist; and can the most sceptical refuse to believe, 
that the Raja of Sattara really did conceive the mad project of forming a 
treasonable alliance with the Goa Government V To a small part of the 
Rutnagheery proofs I have cursorily alluded in the foregoing pages, but there 
is a great extent of substantive ground yet to be travelled over. Being, how- 
ever, unwilling to detain these docunients from circulation, and ultimate trans- 
mission to the Government of India, I will submit my remarks on the de- 
spatches of Messrs. Dunlop and Spooner in a separate minute, merely here 
observing, in the language of an eminent jurist, that “ When the proofs arc 
“ independent of each other, the probability of the fact increases in pro])oi tion 
“ to their number.’' 

(Signed) R. Grant. 

5tli May 1838. 


MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

Dated May 1838. 

1. I beg to circulate a portion of my minute on the Sattara case, together 
with the proceedings on which it is formed ; except Mr. Willoughby’s sum- 
maries, which are in the hands of the copyist for transmission to England. 

2. The summaries, when the copies are completed, will be immediately 
circulated. 

3. I request the immediate and attentive consideration of my Colleagues to 
this important case, which should have the preference over all other proceed- 
ings until it is finally disposed of. 

4. I feel myself, however, in an embarrassing dilemma at the present mo- 
ment. We are pledged to send home the case by the packet which is to be 
sent on the 21st ; and having already given that pledge once without redeem- 
ing it, a second failure is out of the question. To call, however, on my Col- 
leagues for their opinions in the interim, would be to make a demand on 
them in the highest degree unreasonable, even were a compliance with it 
physically possible. This is peculiarly true as to Mr. Anderson, who is ne- 
cessarily unacquainted with the former proceedings. I see no escape from this 
dilemma, but by a course which puts me in a position extremely unpleasant to 
me ; yet it is one from which, I feel, I ought not to shrink under the circum- 
stances. I would therefore propose, that these proceedings be sent with my 
minute; the Secret Committee being informed, that the collective opinion of 
Government will be sent hereafter. 

5. Until my Colleagues have recorded their opinions, the transmission of 
the proceedings to the Governor General should be postponed; but it is, I 
need scarcely say, of great importance, that no unnecessary delay should 
occur in putting his Lordship in possession of these documents. 

(Signed) R. Grant. 


15th May 1838. 
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MINUTE BY MR. JAMES FARISH. 


I shall be ready to afford the earliest undivided attention to this important 
subject. 


(Signed) J. Farish. 


MINUTE BY MR G. W. ANDERSON, 

Dated 15/A May 1838. 

I am quite prepared to give to the subject the utmost attention ; but, with 
this, 1 know that I should only form hasty and unsatisfactory opinions, were 
1 at leave to make up my mind in the short interval that will elapse before 
the departure of the steamer. J am, therefore, most thankful for tlie course 
the Right Honourable the Governor has proposed for ado|)tion. 

(Signed) G. W. Andkrs 

15th May 1838. 


MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

Dated 15/// May 1838. 

1. In continuation of my minute of the 5th instant, I shall now submit and 
remark on the evidence which has been obtained by Mr. Dunlop in the 
Southern Mahratta country, and by Mr. Spooner at Rutnagheery, in confirm- 
ation of that obtained at Sattara, regarding the intrigues of the Raja of 
Saitara with the Governor of Goa. 

2. The Acting Resident at Sattara, in a letter dated the 27th July 1837, 
reported, that he had been informed, that a Kolapoor Akbarnavecs, byname 

Ramapa, now at Dharwar, was some years ago sent to Goa by Mr. Nisbet, 
“ to incpiire into certain intrigues then carrying on between that place and 
“ Sattara, and that it was su|)posed he succeeded in obtaining the information 
“ rerpiired."’ He therefore suggested, that the Political Agent in the Southern 
Mahratta country should be directed to ]m)cure fron\ this person a stateiijipnt 
of all that he knew of the transaction in question. 

3. On the same occasion, Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans stated that he had 
been given to understand, that some papers rc^garding the Goa intrigue had 
fallen into the possession of Chintamon Rao Sangleekur, and that these 
might be obtained on application to Annapa Sliapoorkur, the Carbarry of 
Chintamon Rao. The pa|)ers were said to have been obtained b.y the late 
Swamee of Sunkeshwur from Nago Deorao, and to have been given by the 
Swamee to Chintamon Rao. 

4. On the 3d August the Acting Resident was called on to state, whether, 
in his opinion, Mr. Dunlop should communicate openly or secretly with the 
above persons, and whether he had any reason to suppose that ^Ihe Haja of 
Sattara had held intercourse with Chintamon Rao. Lieutenant-Colonel Oyans, 
on the 5th, replied to this reference in the negative, stating, that it was’ sup- 
posed that the papers had been made over to Chintamon Rao by the Swamee, 
** to give him a hold over his Highness.” In consequence of this communica- 
tion, Mr. Dunlop was, on the 16th of the same month, directed to endeavour 
to obtain the documents alluded to. 

5. It is by this clue that the corroborative evidence has been obtained at 
Dharwar. On the 29th November last Mr. Duniop, in entire ignorance of 
the information which had been elicited at Sattara, and uninformed even 
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of the names of the principal agents employed in these intrigues, re- 
ported that he had obtained possession of four papers, through the 
agency of Chintamon Rao’s Dewan, from the present Swamee of Sunk- 
eshwur, Jhunker Bhartee, and that hopes had been held out to him of 

S rocuring an original thylee from the Sattara Raja to the address of a 
Portuguese, who is said to have left the country before it was delivered, but, 
from the confused way in which European names are pronounced or written 
by natives, Mr. .Dunlop said he could not discover who might be indicated ; 
and the correspondence through the late Swamee, and the Sattara RqjeCs 
agents Nago Dcoraoy was with a Doctor of an equally unintelligible name. 

6. The first of these papers is an original letter from Nago Deorao to the 
late Swamee of Sunkeshwur, merely excusing himself for having, *‘in conse- 
** quence of an emergent occurrence,” proceeded direct to Sattara, and 
promising to visit Sunkeshwur on his return, “ to make known all that had 
passed, and proceed onwards.” Its authenticity is proved by Hurry Punt 
Fatuck and Balkoba Kelkur,* who both state it to be in the handwriting 
of Nana Fatuck, but begun and ended by Nago Deorao himself. The first 
of these witnesses says, I have examined this letter : it appears to have been 
** written by Nago Deorao to the Sri Sunkeshwur Swamee, and it is in the 
handwriting ol my son, Nana Fatuck. It is dated in Vysaick (May) and 
in Sukey 1754 (A.D. 1832). On the date of the letter Nago Deorao came 
to my house at Sattara, and from thence, as my son was sick, he took him 
to Revensidh for medical treatment. On the 13th Shrawun Sood (9th 
“ August) in the same year, my son died at Revensidh. The word ‘ Sidra/ ’ 
near Shri, and the words ^ Hey Vidnyaputtah ’ at the end, arc in the hand- 
writing of Nago Deorao.” The second witness states, that he and 
Morapunt Josee accompanied Nago Deorao to Sattara ip May 1832, and 
that he returned with liira and Nana Fatuck to Revensidh. “ This letter 
“ is written by Nago Deorao to the Swamee : the handwriting is that of 
** Nana Fatuck, and the words Sidraj near Shri and Hey Yidnyapunahy are 
written by Nana Waecd.” 

7. The second paper is supposed by Mr. Dunlop to contain the heads of the 
propositions which Nago Deorao was empowered to make to the Portuguese 
Government. It is only a copy, and “therefore cannot be looked upon as of 
“ any force as proof, though it bears the appearance of age, and comes from 
“ so respectable a source, that itattbrds grounds for suspicion in the connexion 
“ in which it stands.” Mr. Dunlop was not of course aware, when he made 
the above remark, that the preparation of a paper, very nearly resembling in 
its contents the one obtained by him, had been distinctly deposed to by one of 
the® witnesses at Sattara, who actually made a copy of it for the Swamee. 
{Vide summary of evidence AA. 1, annexed to my minute of the 5tli May 
1838.) 

8. The paper obtained by Mr. Dunlop is not the identical copy which Was- 
sodeo Shastry prepared, and this may account for its containing an additional 
article. His evidence is as follows: “ 1 have examined the copy of the yad\ 
“ it is not in my handwriting nor do I know who wrote it. The article in this 
“ yad, ‘ when the enemies are defeated and our authority is established, those 
* who are at Brumhwurt (Bethore) and Benares should be brought and deli- 
“ ' vered up to us,’ was not in the yad which I have alluded to in my former 
“ deposition, as having made a copy of it with my own hand at Sunkeshwur. 
“ The rest of the articles are similar! to those in the one which I copied.” 
When I first perused the evidence of Wassodeo Shastry, his account of this 
agreement seemed wild and extravagant in the extreme ; but, nevertheless, 
we now find its general accuracy confirmed in a most remarkable manner, 
from a source altogether independent of Sattara, and of the evidence obtained 
at that place. 

9. The paper No. 3, Mr. Dunlop states to be an original letter “ from a 
Shenusec native of Goa and Raojee Kotenees admits, that he wrote it to the 

late 

• Vide tlieir evidence, 1 and 2 of Lieutenant-Col. Ovans's report, 19th December 1627. 
t Compare his evidence with the paper obtained by Mr. Dunlop. 

/rflhiiL. 
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late Swamee of Sunkeshwur, and that it is in his handwriting. He explains SATTAlt A 

that it was sent, about two or three years ago, by Nago Deorao and Balum- 
bhut, and that it signifies as follows : The Viceroy Sahib is about to proceed Minute 
to Europe, and a certain person who is to accompany him is made ready : by theGoverno: 
‘‘ his expenses should be provided for. Hitherto pains have been taken for 1838. 

“ this affair, the accomplishment of which is at hand, and the Doctor has 
“ written a separate letter by which all will be understood.” He adds, that 
the letter related to the treasonable communications of the Raja of Sattara 
with Goa, alluded to in his former deposition. 

10. The fourth paper is represented by Mr. Dunlop to be “ an original letter 
“ from the Doctor,” and there can be no doubt that it is the identical letter 
alluded to in No. 3. — Raojee Kotenees deposes, that it is in the name of 

Erculan the Doctor,” and signifies, “ agreeably to the wishes expressed by the 
Mohil (friend, i. c. the Swamee), by his own mouth, pains have hitherto 
been taken and a way opened, according to your desire. Now every thing 
to follow should be done by you.” The letter relates to the treasonable 
communications of the Raja of Sattara with the Portuguese wala, and its 
import is : “ The man who is to be seiirt with the Viceroy should go soon, or 
“ else the business will miscarry.” In reference to the allusion to the fact of 
verbal communications having passed between Erculan and the Swamee, the 
Kotenees states, that the 'Doctor informed him that they met twice, once at 
Shapoor, and once after his mission to Sattara. By the term Gruhusl in the 
following passage, “ A letter even has not come, the Gruhust has asked once 
“ or twice,” is meant, Mudomore, the Viceroy’s Major Dorno ; and the pas- 
sage, “ As your Swamee was to proceed into this country, permission was ob- 
“ tained ; ’ refers to a visit intended by the Swamee to Goa, for which the 
permission of the Viceroy was obtained. 

11. In forwarding these papers, Mr. Dunlop reported, that he had ques- 
tioned the Akhbarnavccs alluded to in Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans’s letter of 
the 27th July, and that, from the intelligence he formerly obtained, there 
seemed to be little doubt that Nago Deorao was employed by the Raja in Goa, 
and that Sunkeshwur was an intermediate point from which information could 
be communicated with less suspicion, from the sanctity of the Swamee's office 
and character, at the same time that he was himself engaged in these in- 
trigues. 

12. With regard to Chintamon Rao, Mr. Dunlop says, that this chief admits, 
that he obtained intelligence of something being in agitation at Sunkeshwur, 
though not in a sufficiently authentic shape to communicate with Govern- 
ment, and therefore that he merely wrote to the Swamee, cautioning him to 
abstain from all concern in such transactions ; .but he denies having ever pos- 
sessed any original papers, though he made use of the information he had 
obtained ‘‘ to endeavour to frighten the Raja into his views respecting the 
“ quarrel between the Brahmins and Prubhoos, by pretending to know much 
“ more than he really did.” This explanation certainly does not strike me as 
being very satisfactory ; and, from what Lieutenant-Colonel Ovaus states in 
the Gth paragraph of his letter of the 19th December last, the conduct of 
Chintamon Rao seems not a little suspicious. He appears to know more than 
he is willing to disclose ; for Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans has learned from a 
person named Bhasker Mahvatta, that the chief some years ago shewed him 
the papers at Sanglee, and mentioned that they had been obtained from Nago 
Deorao and the deceased Swamee of Sunkeshwur, and this fact was communi- 
cated to Mr. Dunlop on the 25th of last September. 

13. On the 12th December, Mr. Dunlop was directed to endeavour to get 
possession of the “ original thylee ” alluded to in the 5th paragraph of this 
minute; but as we have heard nothing further from this officer on the subject, 
his attention has recently again been drawn to it. He was at the same time 
informed, and I believe for the first time, that the correspondence of the Raja 
of Sattara was believed to have been carried oiijwith Don Manocl, the Gover- 
nor of Goa, and that the Doctor,” to whom he had alluded in his letter of 



SATTAHA 

l^APORS. 

Minute 

by tlie Governor 
15 May 1838. 


188- - MINUTES OF THE 

the 29th November, as one of the agents employed^ was named Trkool or 
Ilcrculano. 

14. On the 6th January Mr. Dunlop reported, that he had just obtained, 
* through the agency of Ram Row Akhbarnavees, from the dependents of the 

deceased Swamee, some papers connected with the late intrigues, and that he 
had taken tlie deposition of the person named Narrain Bhutt Sidhe, detailing 
the missions on which he had been employed. The Political Agent further 
stated, that one of the facts mentioned by this witness (namely, that he had 
seen certain -seals of the Peishwa in the Swamec’s possession) had been con- 
firmed, by these seals having been brought to him, without the knowledge of 
the deponent, by the Carbarees of the Swamee, in whose treasury they were 
found at the time of his death. 

15. These seals are of silver gilt, and arc supposed to have been made by 
the Swamee by order of the Peishwa. Tlie inscription on the large seal is in 
the name of tlie present Ra ja of Sattara, with that of the adopted son of the 
ex-Peishwa Bajee Row added to it; which, as observed by Mr. Dunlop, 
“ marks the feelings and intentions of the parly.'’ The small seal is merely 
‘‘ inscribed Lekhun Seerna.” 

16. 7’he deposition of Narrain Bhutt Sidhe w as sent to us in a subsequent 
letter; but in that (d* the 6th January Mr. Dunlop observes, the principal 
paper mentioned by Narrain Bhutt and others is an original treaty between 
the Portuguese (Governor of (loa, called by my informant Don Manoel Sahib, 
and the Raja of Sattara, sii!;ucd In/ the fanner and scaled with his seal in waa\ At 
Sattara abundant evidence has been obtained to prove that the Raja of 
Sattara himself entered into a treaty, and a paper, purporting to sh«w the 
nature of that treaty, W'as found among Nago lieorao’s pajiers. 1 need not, 
therefore, point out how strongly the independent evidence of the Dharwar 
witness corroborates that of Sattara on this vital point ; but it goes much 
farther, lor it tends to prove that the treaty was actually ratified by both 
parties, by the Baja on the one hand, and by the Governor on the other. 

17. On the 15th January, Mr. Dunlop submitted to Government the under- 
mentioned documents, 

1st. The deposition of Narrain Bhutt Sidhe. 

2d. Four original papers obtained from the dependents of the late 
Swamee of Sunkeshwur. 

3d, The joint dejiosition of three Carbarees, much in the confidence 
of the late Sw^amee, by name Serorain Bhutt Ladkur, Babajee Ilimmunt 
Row^ and Raniapa Jamdar, the persons wlio brought the seals referred to 
in a preceding jiaragraph. 

T will offer a few remarks on each of the above-mentioned documents, in 
tlie order in which they stand.’ 

18. Narrain Bhutt Sidhe is an inhabitant of Arosee, in the Sawunt 
Warree territory. Aft(fr deposing to certain transactions between the late 
Swamee of Sunkeshwur and the chief of Soorapoor, w hich 1 shall hereafter 
notice, this witness says, “ An agreement was made between the Raja of 
“ Sattara and Don Manoel, Raja of Goa, to which the latter affixed bis sig- 
“ nature and seal stamped in sealing-wax. The original agreement was in 

the Jamdarkhana of the Muth at Sunkoshwur, wdiere I have seen it. Baba- 
jee Hiinmiint Row, Raniapa, and Bapoo Potedar, Iniow that it is there now, 

“ The said agreement w'as made through Nago Deorao Vaidya Waeckiir, in 
“ the service of the Raja of Sattara, and Raojee Kotenees, an inhabitant of 
Araba in the Goa territory. Afterwards Mahdeo Row Sirkey, on the 
“ part of the Raja of Sattara, went from Sattara by way of Sawunt Warree 
“ to Goa, and spoke to Don Manoel personally on the subject, and then 
“ departed. The said Sirkey came to the Swamee at Kolapoor, and then 
‘‘ went to Sattara. The following persons used to go to the Goakur on the 
part of the Raja of Sattara and the Sunkeshwur Swamee : 

** 1st. Nago Deorao Vaidya Waeekur. 

2d. Raojee Koteneess Arabeekur. 

“ 3cl. Mahdeo Row Sirkey, who went once and had an interview. 
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The following persons were employed on messages to Goa : SATTARA 

1st. Babajee Punt Joglekur, inhabitant of Sunkeshwu r, PA PER S. 

2d. Balumbhut Moongeykur, of Korgaon, in the Goa district. Minute 

“ 3d. Wassodeo Punt, Thakoor, of Poona. by the Governor 

4th. Narrain Bhutt Chittey, ofSattara. 15 May 1838. 

** 5th. Teejeeram, Sowcar, of do. 

6th. Bhow Sing, of Paree in the territory of Sattara. 

‘‘7th. Dajeeba Waeed, of Waee in do. of do. 

“ 8th. Balkoba, of do. in do. of do. 

“ 9th. Bapoo Gerkhya, of Hutiioor, belonging to the Swamee. 


“ 10th. Morapunt, Putwurdliun, inhabitant of a village one coss from 
“ Sattara. 

“ 11th. Ram Bhow, of Waee. 

“ The dependents of the Goakur employed in these intrigues were : 

“ 1st. Cyprian Bardeskur, of Mahupsee in the Gpa territory, who has 
“ a banking establishment at Sunkeshwur. 

“2d- A Portuguese, whose name I do not remember, came to the 
“ Swamee and put up with Cyprian, and presented a ring to the 
“ Swamee, who gave in return a gold chain, diamond ring, and fifty 
“ Punalee rupees. I was an eye-witness of this.” 

19. Tlic remainder of the deposition of this witness relates to the intrigues 
of the late Swamee with Baroda and other places, and with Bajee Rao, the 
ex-Peishwa, and refers to the intended attack of the Treasury at Vingorla, 
which was brought to our notice in August last by Mr. Spooner, Acting Col- 
lector at Rutnagheery, and of which I shall have occasion to remark in the 
sequel of this minute. Hurry Punt Fatuck is also named by him as one of 
the persons engaged in the Goa intrigues. It appears farther, from the evi- 
dence both of this witness and of the three Carbarees next to be noticed, that 
Atmarani Bhutt Noolkur, an inhabitant of Sawunt Warree, was actively 
employed by the Swamee in his intrigues at Baroda and elsewhere. This is 
plainly the Atinaram Bhutt mentioned in the Sattara evidence as one of the 
original emissaries on the part of the Swamee to Goa. Very little is said of 
him in that evidence ; but what there appears derives indirect confirmation 
from the Dharwar depositions. The person referred to is now stated to be 
dead. 

20. The four original letters alluded to by Mr. Dunlop do not relate to the 
Sattara and Goa intrigue, but to communications regarding a loan to be ad- 
vanced to the Soorapoor chief, which will be noticed in their proper place. 

21. The joint deposition of the three Carbarees of the late Swamee first 
alludes to the four papers already remarked on in the 5th and 6th following 
paragraphs of this minute, and acknowledges that they were found in the 
Swamee’s jamdarkana or treasury. It next alludes to the seals referred to in 
the 14th and 15tli paragraphs of this minute, and concludes with a description 
of various papers ap|)arently connected with the intrigues of the Swamee at 
Baroda; but it does not appear to have occurred to Mr. Dunlop to examine 
the Carbarees as to their knowledge of those carried on between Sattara, 
Sunkeshwur, and Goa, which is, I think, to be regretted, as, from the situation 
filled by these persons, they cannot but be well informed on the subject. 

22. In reference to the above documents Mr. Dunlop observes, that the 
treaty between the Portuguese, Don Maiiocl, and the Sattara Raja, had not 
been brought to him, neither had the other papers mentioned by Narrain 
Bhutt as having been in the late Swaniee’s possession, and that lie had not 
much hope of procuring any except the first, “ the eaustcnce of which^ at om 
“ tbnCy he adduy is not deniedy though it cannot now be proved inter whose 
“ hands it fell.” On the receipt of this letter, we felt ourselves debarred, by 
the instructions of the Government of India, from pursuing the collateral 
inquiries which it naturally suggested. We directed Mr. Dunlop, however, 
to use every exertion to obtain possession of the other documents alluded to 
by Narrain Bhutt Sid he, but more especially the treaty alleged to have been 
entered into by the Raja of Sattara and the Governor of Goa. 

3 C 23. On 
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SATTARA 23. On thetJth February, Mr. Dunlop’s letters of the 6th and 16th January 
sPAPERS. were referred to Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans, and on the 13th they were reported 
on by the latter officer. Several of the documents obtained at Dharwar were 
by the Governor, identified at Sattara, and the Acting Resident justly remarks, that the evidence 
15 May 1838. of Narrain Bhutt Sidhe and of the three Carbarees corroborates, in a very 
remarkable manner, that which had been previously obtained at Sattara, and 
that, although the Dharwar deponents had no knowledge of the information 
procured at Sattara, they had deposed to the existence of certain papers at 
Sunkeshwur, and other particulars connected with these intrigues. He then 
refers to the confirmation at Dharwar of the fact stated by the Sattara wit- 
nesses, of a treaty having been concluded, through the agency of Nago Deo- 
rao and Raojee Kotenees, between the Raja and Don Manoel, as well as in 
respect to the mission of Mahdeo Row Sirkey to Goa. The intimacy between 
the late Swamee of Sunkeshwur and Narrain Bhutt Sidhe is proved by the 
evidence of Morapimt Josee and Narrain Bhutt Chittey, transmitted by 
Lieutenant- Colonel Ovans with his report. 

24. On the 29th January, Mr. Dunlop forwarded copies of two letters ad- 
dressed by the Swarnec to Chintamun Rao, the chief of Sanglee, purporting 
to be in reply to verbal communications to the former from the latter. These 
letters evidently could not afford the intelligence of which Chintamun Rao 
admits that he made use to alarm the Raja, for they in no degree implicate 
that person. It is too probable, therefore, that this favoured chief has not 
been perfectly candid in his communications ; and my suspicions of his fair- 
ness are strengthened by the information conveyed in IJeutenant-Colonel 
Ovans’s letter of the 21st February. Still I do not think the letters delivered 
up by him altogether unimportant. They clearly shew that something im- 
proper was in progress, and that the Swamee was implicated with “ low per- 
sons in secret plans and state afiairs.” lie states, however, that he had 
“ told the person who had spoke to him, that he would have nothing to do 
with the business a profession to which his conduct does not appear to 
have been conformable. 

26. On the IGth February, Mr. Dunlop submitted various papers which he 
had obtained, relating to “ the intrigues between tlie Raja of Sattara and the 
Soora})oor chief;” but as these are not connected witii the (ioa case, except 
so far as they indicate that the Raja’s designs embraced a wide and extended 
si)here, I shall [)ass them over, and proceed to notice Mr. Dunloj)'s subsequent 
letter of the 19th of the same month, which exclusively refers to the Goa 
intrigues. 

26. With this despatch Mr, Dunlop submitted the following documents, 
procured by Ram Row Akhbarnavees, through the influence of the present 
Swamee of Sunkeshwur : — 

1st. A letter, alleged to be original, from the Raja of Sattara to Don 
Manoel. 

2d. A letter from Don Manoel to the Raja of Sattara. 

3d. A letter from Don Manoel to the late Swamee of Sunkeshwur. 

Mr. Dunlop reported, that these papers were stated to have been obtained 
from the house of Raojee Kotenees, a native of Goa, at wdiose house Nago 
Deorao had principally resided, and that they had been procured by a person 
named Babajce Punt Joglckur. 

27. In my minute of the lOth March last I observed, that the letters 2 and 
3 were evidently not originals, and that they appeared to be Mahratta transla- 
tions of letters written in the Portuguese character. The first is dated the 
25th January 1831, and purports to be in reply to one from the Raja of the 
9th. It merely expresses the Governor’s satisfaction at hearing that the Raja 
was well. The second is dated the 13th August 1833, and acknowledges the 
receipt of a letter from the Swamee, sent by Nago Deorao, and a verbal com- 
munication made by the same person, and promises to write to the Swamee as 
occasion may require. Both documents bear the appearance of having been 
written long since. 


28. On 
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28.. On the 22d February, Mr. Dunlop submitted the deposition of the 
person who obtained these documents, the substance of which is as follows : — 

** 1 went into the Goa Prant, to the villages of Pedney, Korgaon, and Mai- Mimne 
* pey, and, on instituting inquiries, learnt that there were some papers in the by the Governor 
possession of Raojec Kotenees, who resides at Araba near Goa. I learned Mav less. 
“ this through Balum Bhutt Moongeykur and Sable Purub Dcssoy of Pedney, 

** but that they could not be obtained without money. On this I wrote to 
“ Ram Row Akhbarnavees and the Carbarees of the Swamee. The latter 
“ joined me, and after receiving assurances, Balumbhut gave up the papers. 

“ The reason of these three papers being in one place is, that Nago Deorao 
“ Vyed, a Mookhtyar agent, on the part of the Raja of Sattara, and Erculan, 

Doctor, a resident at (ioa, between these two the confidential person was 
“ Raqjee Kotenees, in whose house Nago Deorao resided, through whom the 
“ papers belonging to both parties were obtained there; this state intrigue 
“ being carried on secretly, therefore they, with a view that it should not be 
“ divulged, used to lodge them there in one place. On the part of the Sat- 
tara Maharaj, Nago Deorao Vyed Waeekur, and Irkool, Doctor, a resi- 
“ dent of Panjee at Goa, on the part of Don Manoel Sahib, between these the 
“ emissary in the affair was Raojee Kotenees. These three have carried on 
“ this state intrigue for thirteen or fourteen years, from which period Nago 
“ Deorao and Raojee Kotenees used to frequent Sattara and Sunkeshwur 
“ from Goa ; I have therefore an acquaintance with this affair. I know the 
“ parties. On one occasion J went, on the part of the Swamee, to Goa, to 
“ call Nago Deorao. Kaojee Kotenees’ house is at Araba, from whence the 
“ original letters were obtained from his brother, through Balumbhut and the 
“ J)ess(*y.”* 

29. The above deposition, and the documents to which it chiefly refers, 
were reported on by Lieutenaiit-Coluiiel Ovans, in his Idler of the 19th 
March. Neither the handwriting, nor the seals of the Mahratta letter in the 
naine of the Raja of Sattara to the Governor of Goa, are identified by any 
of the Sattara witnesses, all of whom state it not to have been written by 
any one of the mundullee, or party, of Nago J)eorao. It is, however, remark- 
able. that its contents correspond with the letter from the Raja of Sattara to 
the Viceroy, No. 4 of List E. accompanying Lieutenant- Colonel Ovans’s report 
of the 11th November, though the dates* vary, the one being dated the 21st 
December, the other the 2Gth November LS.'IO. 

30. With regard to the two letters written in the Portuguese character, 

Raojec Kotenees denies that they were in his house when he left it, and states, 
that they do not bear Don Manoel’s signature, and that it was not customary 
at Goa to write IMahratta letters in the Portuguese character; nevertheless, 
the letter of the I3th August 1833 corresponds with the one from the Viceroy 
to the Raja, marked C. of List E. of the report of the 1 1th November, though 
this is dated the 23d August 1833. 

31. It sgems to me, that there is some mystery connected with these docu- 
ments to be cleared up. I am rather disposed to think that they were not 
obtained from the house of Raojee Kotenees, for no object exists which 
should induce the latter to disown them. It is not impossible that they were 
found among the Swamee’s papers, and that they may have been the drafts 
from which the genuine letters, with which they correspond, were written. 

Being quite unauthenticated, however, they cannot be used to impeach any 
person ; yet, obtained as they have been by a party unconnected with the 
Sattara inquiry, they seem to add materially to the evidence obtained, regard- 
ing the general fact of the existence of the Goa intrigues, a^^d the length of 
time during which they have been in progress, while, at the same time, the 
testimony of the person who has produced them, with respect to the principal 
parties employed in conducting those intrigues, and as to their visiting Sat- 
tara and Sunkeshwur, is entirely corroborative of the information previously 
acquired. 

32. On 

♦ Fide this man’s deposition taken at Dharwar, 19th February 18S8. 
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32. On the 10th March last, Mr. Dunlop requested instructions regarding 
the disposal of a diamond ring, produced by the present Swamee of Sunkesh- 
wur as having been presented to his predecessor by a Portuguese named 

Christovao, who repaired tq Sunkeshwur to negotiate respecting the intrigues 
“ between that place and Goa, about two years ago and reported, that he 
had taken several depositions, verifying the handwriting of the agent, Chris- 
tovao, and identifying the ring, but that, as they could answer no purpose, 
except to establish the participation of the late Swamee, which was not de- 
nied, he had not deemed it necessary to forward them. In reply, he was re- 
quested to transmit these documents, and was informed, that although the 
Swamee is admitted to have been concerned in these intrigues, yet Govern- 
ment deemed it advisable to ascertain in what manner, and to what extent, 
he was implicated. Lieutenant- Colonel Ovans has reported,* that he is unable 
to obtain any information at Sattara regarding the Portuguese named Chris- 
tovao; but among the agents mentioned by Narrain Bhutt Sidhe is a Portu- 
guese, whose name he does not remember, of whom he says, that he came to 
the Swamee, and received from him with other presents a diamond ring. — 
{Vide paragraph 18 of this minute.) 

33. I beg here to sut: jest, that Mr. Dunlop be called on to submit, with as 
little delay as possible- 

34. First. The statement of Ram Row Akhbarnavees of the result of his mis- 

sion to Goa, under the orders of Mr. Nesbit, and whether this person, as stated 
in Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans’s letter to Mr, Dunlop of 25th September last, 
made at the time a report to Mr. Nesbit which was forwarded to Colonel 
Robertson. , 

35. Second. Whether he has been able to obtain the original thylcc from 
“ the Raja of Sattara, to the address of a Portuguese who had left the country 
** before it was delivered,” alluded to in the 2d paragraph of his letter of the 
29th November last, as being in the possession of the present Swamee, 

36. Third. If such thylee has not been given up, to take all the evidence 
obtainable regarding its existence and contents. 

• ^ 

37. Fourth. To examine thcSwamce’s three Carbarees respecting the treaty 
between the Raja and Don Manoel. With reference to this, Mr. Dunlop may 
be informed, that as Narrain Bhutt Sidhe distinctly declares, that this 
treaty, with several other papers, was deposited in the late Swamee’s treasury, 
the f)resent Swamee is bound to produce it ; and that, should it appear to 
him that this person is guilty of double-dealing in the matter, Government 
authorize the adoi)tion of the measure suggested by him in his letter of (ith 
January last, namely, the temporary sequestration of the Swamee’s villages 
until the documents arc produced, 

38. Fifth. A copy of Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans’s letter of 19th of December 
last should ])e sent to Mr. Dunlop, and the suspicions entertained by Govern- 
ment regarding Chintamun Rao communicated, in order that he may insti- 
tute further inquiries on the subject of the papers alleged to havb been deli- 
vered over to that chief. 

39. Instituting these further inquiries is contrary to the orders of the Govern- 
ment of India, but they are confined to our Presidency ; and I am satisfied 
that, with the information before us, we are fully justitied in so far deviating 
from our instructions. 

40. Although unconnected with the Goa intrigue, I will now briefly allude 
to the documents referred to in the 19th and-24th paragraphs of this minute, 
as having been obtained from the agents of the late Swamee, and relating to 
communications between certain persons at Sattara and the Bcerur chief of 
Soorapoor, who is dependant on his Highness the Nizam. 

41. It will be in the recollection of the Board, on the 5th September last 
Mr. Chief Secretary Wathen reported, that he had been informed that Raojee 

Kotenecs 


* Vide his letter, 11th April. 
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Kotenees had been deputed by the Raja of Sattara to the chief of Soorapoor S^^ARA 
in the Nizam’s country, to endeavour to persuade him to assist in his projected PAPERS, 

attempt to expel the British frpm India, and that the Raja, in order to raise Millirte 
funds to enable the Beerur chief to commence his movements, sent Raojee by the Govern 
Kotenees to the late Swamee of Sunkeshwur, in order to obtain from him an May 1838 
advance of money for the chief, and that he was believed to have succeeded 
in obtaining Rupees 20,000 or upwards. This information was transmitted to 
the Resident at Hyderabad on the 16th September, in order that he might 
institute inquiries on the subject; and on the 10th October Lieutenant- 
Colonel Stewart replied to our reference, and stated that Captain Lee, who 
was then at Soorapoor, “ did not believe Raojee Kotenees was ever at Soora- 
poor, and felt convinced that the Raja of that place would have seized him, 

*‘or any other person, who had come to Soorapoor on any mission of the 
nature indicated, it being at this moment most particularly the interest 
of the Soorapoor Zemindar to conciliate the British Authorities.” 

42. Notwithstanding this opinion, the original correspondence, which has 
now been obtained at Dharwar, clearly and satisfactorily proves, that com- 
inimications of a suspicious nature passed, about two years ago, between the 
chief of Beerur, on the one hand, and the late Swamee of Siuikeshwur and 
Madheo Row Sirkey, on the other. 

*43. The Raja of Sattara not being even named in any of these documents, 
it would be most unjust, without further inquiry, to include them among the 
proofs onwdiich any conclusion unfavourable to the character of that Prince is 
made to rest. On the other hand, the positive orders of the Government of 
India preclude us from urging that further inquiry, which would probably, in 
one way or other, resolve our doubts on the subject. In this situation, I see no 
course oj^en to me but, under the distinct warning which 1 have already given, 
to state the contents of the documents, with about the same degree of fulness 
whichl have used in abstracting the rest. Forming part of the evidence handed 
up to us in this case, warranting, as they do, suspicions against the Ruja, 

1 could nut pass over that circumstance in silence; and having stated it, I 
am bound to exhibit enough of them, to enable the Board to judge for them- 
seh es liow far my description of them is sustained. 

44. Four of tlicse documents were forwarded by Mr. Dunlop in his letter of 
the 15th .lanuary last. The first is an original letter from Mahdeu Row Sirkey to 
Nursing Bhartce, dated from Sattara the IGtii Rubee-ool-awul, and its eli'eet 
is as follows: “ The Soorapoor Raja requires two lacs and a half of rupees. 

“ W'lieii 1 spoke to you before on tliis subject, you told me that if the biisi- 
“ ness could be accomplished, it would be well and for iny advantage. 1 

tlicrefore came to Sattara, and have got ready from a sowcar as much as 
one lac and a half, and I told Narrain Bhutt Sidhe to speak to you about 
the remaining lac, and he wrote you would be able to make it up. Having 
‘‘ got one lac and a half ready with Vishnoodass and Teejccram, I wrote to 
you and the Soorapoorkiir, and received answers by Narrain Bhutt and 
Lukslimun Jemadar. I have considered these, and send a yad on the part 
“of the Sowcar, and another regarding private arrangemenls ; according to 
“ which an agreement being made, when an answer to the yads and letter is 
“ receiTCd, the money and my moktyar will be forwarded. The yads and letter 
“ should be sent by Agasee to Soorapoor.” 

45. The second is an original letter from the Swamee to Mahdeo Row Sir- 

kay, dated Shuk 1758, Adhik^ or intercalary month, therefore the Flnglisli 
date is June-July 1836. This alludes to communications having previously 
passed between them, regarding the Soorapoor chief being in want of mouey, 
and that, in consequence, Lukslimun Sing, on the part of the chief of Soora- 
poor, and Narrain Bhutt Sidhe, had been sent to him (the Sirkey) with a letter, 
and had returned with a memorandum of fourteen articles regarding the accom- 
plishment of the business. The Swamee then observes, Some of these articles 
“ are hard, nevertheless it will be done more or less. When I hear that you 
“ will certainly accomplish the money aflfair, I shall be able to write to iiini 
“ (the chief).” ^ _ . 
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46. The third letter is from the Swamee to Narrain Bhutt Sidhe and Luksh- 
mun Sipg Jemadar, and says, ‘‘ My orders are as follows You state there 

will oe no obstacle on the part of the Sirkey in the money affair, provided 
“ the memorandum of fourteen articles is agreed to by the Soorapoorkur. An 

increase of 2,000 rupees to the Nemnook is stipulated for. If I am to men- 
“ tion this, the chief confidence must be in a letter from the Sirkey. Obtain 
*• this. Afterwards, having written to the chief and received his answer, I 

shall be able to bring them together.” The fourth letter does not relate to 
this affair, but to some intrigues carried on by the Swamee at Baroda. 

47. The remaining documents, twelve in number, were forwarded to Govern- 
ment by Mr. Dunlop, in his letter of IGtli February last. These were, for the 
most part, obtained from Janardhtin Mahadew Agasee, whom Mr. Dunlop 
reports to have been “ an old favourite of the ex-Pcishwa, and to have been 

actively employed.” The first is an original letter from the Soorapoor chief 
to the Swamee, and has a large square seal with an Arabic inscription attached 
t« it. This is written very obscurely ; but the writer applies for aid to extri- 
cate him from his pecuniary difficulties, and states that he has sent Timmassa 
Shastry and Jaiioba Bhow to communicate verbally on the subject. It further 
acknowledges the receqit of an encouraging letter by Lukshmun Sing, calls 
on the Swamee to perform what he had promised, and observes, that the mes- 
sage regarding future plans is judicious. • 

48. The second is from Madheo How Sirkey to Timmassa Shastry, and is 
dated Vysack vud the fourth. This acknowledges a letter of Vysack sood the 
7tli, and states that he had received a letter from the Soorapoor f;hief, and 
that a ;yad had been determined on according to what they had agreed at 
Kuveer (Kolapore), which he sends. The writer then tells the Sirkey to 
come with Narrain Bhutt Sidhe, bringing the yad, when the business will be 
settled. He adds, after meeting, wc shall settle about the jirivatc affair,"" 

49. The third and fourth papers arc €iot connected with the Soorapoor 
afthir. The fifth is a memorandum of an agreement of nine articles, to be 
made for Mahdeo Row Sirkey; from which it would appear, that the Sirkiiy 
was to enter the service of the chief on certain conditions. There is nothing 
improper indicated in these. On the contrary, one of them is, that the loan 
advanced by the Sowcars is to be guaranteed “by the British officer at 
“ Poona which proves, that so much, at least, of the transaction was to be 
made public. 

50. The sixth paper is a'letter from the Sirkey to the chief of Soorapoor, 
informing him that Agasee and liukshmun had been deputed with \iyad on the 
part of the Sowcar, and one regarding private concerns, and that, on the 
receipt of his reply, the bankers with the money, and an agent on his part, 
should be sent. 

51. The seventh paper is from the Sirkey to Janardhun Punt Bhow Agasee, 
informing him that two lacs and a half of rupees were to be paid to the Soora- 
poor Sirkar, according to a yad sent separately ; in conformity with which, he 
says, “ bring it into an agreement, and do the business.” Tlie eighth is a 
letter from the same* to the same, on the same subject, and acknowledges a 
letter sent by Narrain Bhutt Sirkey. The contents of this are similar to those 
of No. 6, and both are of the same date, or the 16th Rubee-ool-awul. 

52. The ninth paper is an original letter from the Swamee to the chief of 
Soorapoor, stating that, on his agreeing to the yad sent, it would be trans*- 
initted to Sattara, and from thence the money with a Carcoou woulU be for- 
warded. 

53. The tenth is a letter from the Swamee to Rajmania Venkut Rao Irimul, 
treasurer, informing him that he has forwarded the yad agreed upon by 
Janardhun Agasee and Lukshmun Sing, and requesting him to communicate 
its contents to the chief (Bulwunt Bhyree), and that, if he agreed, his reply 
would be sent to Sattara, and the Carcoon returned from thence with. the 
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money. The eleventh is a letter from the Swamee to Bussapa Dessoy, Car- 
barry of the Soorapoor chief, similar in contents to No. 10. 

54. The twelfth and last paper is a letter to the late Swamee from the wife 
of the Soorapoorkur, acknowledging one from the Swamee, and stating, 
“ Bheem Rao Carcoon is sent on some business,‘to conclude which and send 

him back, thou our senior art great. Regarding various Government affairs of 
** importance at .this place, the Sreemunt has written. We have sent Luksli- 

mun Sing to state further subjects to be communicated. For the advance 
‘‘ we have agreed to instalments with Vadamoortee Sastree.” 

55. There is, I repeat, nothing in the above correspondence directly impli- 
cating the Raja of Sattara, and it contains no proof that anything more was 
contemplated than an advance of money to relieve the Soorapoor chief from 
his necessities ; except the strong presumption,* that the money must have 
been raised under the influence of the Raja, the negotiation being conducted 
by his relation the Sirkey, who, with the banker from whom the greater por- 
tion of the loan was to be obtained, were active agents in the Goa intrigue. 
Allusions, moreover, arc contained in some of the letters to “ private arrange- 
ments,” which to me appear very likely* to be quite distinct from that regard- 
ing the loan, and the engagement for his own benefit between the Sirkey and 
the chief of Soorapoor. I may refer in particular to the letter from the Sir- 
key to Timmassa Sliastry, which says, “ after meeting we shall settle about the 
private affair*^ Tt is also clear, that we have not the whole of the conditions 
on whicli the Sirkey agreed to obtain the loan. These consisted of fourteen 
articles, but the paper obtained by Mr. Dunlop contains only nine. 

5d. The banker, Teejeeram, admitsf that he was applied to by the Sirkey 
to lend money to the Soorapoorkur about two years since, and produces a note, 
promising to advance Rupees 25,000, which fixes the date of the transaction, 
this being dated 4th May and 28th June 1830. The time, therefore, of the 
negotiations, is pregnant with suspicion; for in the following month the 
attempt on the fidelity of our Native officers was made and detected. Some 
of the Swamee’s letters are identified by Morapunt Josee and Narrain Bhutt 
Chittey. Finally, Narrain Bhutt Sidhe distinctly states, that the correspon- 
dence is connected with the intrigues carried on with the chief of Soorapoor, 
thougli Mr. Dunlop does not appear to have examined him regarding the nature 
of the intrigues to which he refers. 

57. On the whole, I am disposed to conjecture that the chief of Soorapoor 
having become involved in pecuniary difficulty, an attempt was made at Sat- 
tara to obtain a loan for him ; and as this could scarcely be obtained without 
the assistance of the Raja, who was not likely to lend such assistance with- 
out looking for some return, and as the Raja is proved to have been at this 
very time engaged in hostile measures against us in other quarters, there is, 
in my opinion, probable ground for the information received from Mr. Wathen 
l)efore these papers came into our possession, namely, that it was a part of 
the plans of the Raja to induce the Soorapoor chief to begome a party to these 
hostile measures. It is with reluctance that 1 leave the matter in* its present 
state, but the instructions of the Governor General preclude any further refe- 
rence ou the subject to the Resident at Hyderabad. 

58. The three papers unconnected with the negotiation with Soorapoor arc 
not altogether unworthy of notice. No. 3 is an original letter from liunnunt 
Govind, the principal Carbarry of the late Swamee^ of Sunkcshwur, to Rama- 
jee Punt, Carcoon of Maunsing Row Patuiikur, wllo, I am informed, was in 
Oqtober 1824 expelled by a British force from the hill-fort of Powaghur in 
Guzerat, and whom consequently we may conclude to be inimical to our in- 
terests. The letter intimates, that Janarduu Bhow Agasee had been resid- 
ing at Sunkcshwur for five or seven months, and intended, on account of 

some 

* On this point I beg to refer to Mr. Dunlop’s letter of the 16tli February, and Lieutenant- 
Colonel Ovans's of the 19th March 1838. * 

t Fide his deposition, dated 16th February. 
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meaning of the remaining paper would be quite unintelligible with- 
■ out the aid of Narrain Bhutt Sidhe, who states, that it is an answer written 
by the Swamee to a letter from Atmaran Bhutt Noolkur, the person to whom 
T have particularly alluded in the 19th paragraph of this minute, with a 
feigned allusion to Shree Wittoba Arowbekur, and that he knows that this 
relates to the Baroda affair, some account of which, and of the agency through 
which it was carried on, will be found in the third paragraph of his deposi- 
tion. Among the papers said to have been left by the Swamee, a treaty with 
the GuicoWar is specified, but Mr. Dunlop has not yet been able to obtain 
possession of it ; and I merely allude to the subject as one at present involved 
in obscurity, but nevertheless indicating the existence of some deep-laid and 
extensive schemes of mischief on the part of the Swamee and those connected 
with them ; among whom we have, I fear, ample proof that the Raja of Sat- 
tara was a principal. 

00. After the above digression, whioh, for the reason already stated, I could 
not well avoid, 1 will now resume the Goa case, and proceed with my remarks 
on the evidence obtained by Mr. Spooner at Rutnagheery, in confirmation of 
what has been elicited at Sattara by Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans, the two in- 
quiries being, as in the case of Dhurwar, conducted quite inttependently of 
each other. 

01 . On the 31st of August 1837, Mr. Spooner reported that he had received 
information, that a body of men, in number about two hundred, had assem- 
bled at the village of Pallee in the Warree territory, four miles from Vingorla, 
with the intention of attacking the factory at that place, and carrying off' four 
lacs of rupees which were kept in deposit there during the monsoon. 

02. At the same time, a letter was received by the cliief of Warree and by 
the British Vakeel stationed there, from a person named Gopail Sudjee Red- 
kiir, mentioning several persons by name as concerned in the aifair ; and on 
this information the chief of Warree secured five of them, and having ex- 
amined them, forwardc^d their depositions to Mr. Spooner. 

03. 1 will now submit extracts from the evidence of these individuais ; pre- 
mising that, though I condense the originals for the sake of brevity, I am not 
aware of omitting or altering a material word. These extracts will show, 
that the design on the Vingorla factory was formed by some of the associates 
of the late Nago Deorao, and at the same time illustrate the nature of that 
person’s proceedings; and it is here worthy of remark, that it was obtained, 
not by any British functionary, but by the Native authorities at Warree, with- 
out having held any previous communication with Rutnagheery. 

C4. HurbUut Ben Ramchundcr Hubbeen states: “ A person named Nana 
** Waeed came from^ Sattara and informed me, that the Sirdars above the 
Ghauts had entered into a conspiraciy to take possession of all the country 
at present in the possession of the British, and that he had come to#collect 
“ men from the Warree country ; that he had tilready engaged men from the 
Goa territory, and that he expected a supply of money from the Ghauts, 
“ on the receipt of which he should commence to take by force the forts of 
Malwan, Raree, and Vingorla. Nanna Waeed died ; and about a month ago 
“ three of his associates, maimed Bapoo Ghatgay, Bawoo Sing Purdesee, and 
‘‘ Balkoba, informed me that they had assembled two hundred men at Pallee, 
and requested me to collect more men and they would pay for them. • I 
“ asked for what purpose, and they said, they intended to take the fortsx)f 
“ Raree, Vingorla, and Malwan. I agreed, and enlisted about ten men.” 

65. When examined by Mr. Spooner on the 28th September last, this wit- 
ness deposes as follows: Nana Waeed, alias Nago Deorao, is an inhabi- 

taut of Warree in the Sattara country, and was for many yeeu’S in tlie ser?* 
“ vice of Sunder Acharya Swamee. About nine years ago he left the Swa- 
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** he came to Sawunt Warree, accompanied by his two nephews, Dajeeba PAPERS. 
Waeed and llambhow Waeed, and Balkoba Kelkur. Here he died of Mhilltc 
dropsy in 1836; after which ®his associates dispersed, some to Goa and bytheGovernc 
** others to Warree in the Sattara territory. Five days after his death his son 1^ May 1838, 
came to Warree, and having performed the funeral ceremonies returned to 
Waee. Nana Waeed spent about five rupees daily in feeding Brahmins and 
“ religious ceremonies. This was not obtained at Warree, but, according to 
“ rumour y it was sent from time to time from Sattara. Bapoo Ghatgay and 
“ Bawoo Sing Purdsee were in Nana Waeed's service as troopers. These 
“ two and Balkoba Kelkur told some persons at Warree, that the chief of 
“ Nagpore, Scindia, and other Sirdars, intended to wage war with the British 
** and to take possession of their country; and I heard that Nana Waeed 
was deputed to this part pf the country (Warree) by the Raja of Sattara. 

In November 1836, Balkoba Kelkur, Bapoo Ghatgay, Bawoo Sing Purdc- 
‘‘ see, and Ramchunderbliut, a personal servant of Nana Waeed, came to 
“ Warree, where also was Morapiint Joscc. In August 1837 they commenced 
“ collecting about one hundred men, intending to collect others from the Goa 
territory, for the purpose of attacking the country in the vicinity of Ilarce 
“ and Vingorla. The Raja of Sattara and chief of Mecritch were connected 
“ with this affair, and some men were to have been sent to them. I was re- 
“ quested to enlist men, and received ten rupees from Bapoo Ghatgay, which 
“ 1 distributed among four men whose services I engaged. It was settled 
“ that we should assemble at Pallcc, and Balkoba Kelkur had gone into the 
“ Goa territory. The men with Bapoo Ghatgay met at Pallee on or about the 
‘‘ 6th August. Bhaoo Sing was expected with some men from Pedney in the 
“ Goa territory, but the plot having been discovered we dispersed, and Ba- 
“ poo Ghatgay went to Araba.” 

6G. On being cross-examined, the witness further states to this effect : 

“ Balkoba Tatia, Bapoo Ghatgay, and Bhaoo Sing and Purdesec, told him 
I “ two or three times, that all the Sirdars above the Ghauts had entered into a 
combination to take possession of the country belonging to the British. This 
“ was after Nana Waeed’s death : 1 heard nothing of this during his lifetime. 

They did not mention the names of the Sirdars, but that the Raja of Sattara, 

“ chief of Meerich, and the Sirdars had entered into the combination. On the 
“ 7th August Bapoo Ghatgay and Ramchunder Bhutt came to Warree, and 
“ informed inc that they had already assembled men at Pedney in the (loa terri^ 

“ and asked me where the men were whom I had promised to assemble. 

“ I informed him that two of the men I had enlisted had been seized by the 
chief of Warree, and one had returned home; on which he became angry, 

“ and wished me to refund the ten rupees. I agreed to collect men about 
“ the middle of July, and Pallcc was the place of rendezvous. From the 
“ conversation of Balkoba Tatia and Bapoo Ghatgay, I inferred that the com- 
“ bination had been going on for two years. Bapoo Ghatgay said that he re- 
“ sided at Poona, Ramchunder Bhutt said, that one hundred and fifty men 
“ were assembled at Pallee : from another person I learnt that fifty men were 
“ assembled, and that one hundred were expected from the Goa territory. 

“ Gopall Sudjee Reakur and Bud Devrec of Pallee were concerned in this 
“ affair.” 

67. Rambhut Ben Ludasew Bhut Abhiankur, inhabitant of a village of tfie 
Malwan Talooka, “ and lately in the service of Nana Waeed,” in his deposition 
before the authorities at Warree, states as follows : “ I went with Bapoo 
“ Ghatgay and fifteen others to Pallee, where aboutT two hundred and fifty 
“ men with arms jiad assembled. Gopall Sudjee Reakur informed me, they 
“ intended to attack the* detachment stationed at Vingorla ; on which •! be- 
"" came alarmed and left them.” 

68. In his examination before Mr. Spooner^ he states: I live in tlie.Com- 
“ pany’s territories, and arn a bikhshook, or one who lives on alms. About 

“ eighteen 

Vide^ Mr. Spooner’s letter, 15th October 1837. 
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eighteen months ago I went to Warree, to the house of Nago Deorao, alias 
** Nana Waeed, of Warrec, in the Sattara country. A relation of mine, by 
** name Bickoba Sidia, from the Goa territory, who for two or three years was 
a personal servant of Nago Deoaro’s, askefl me also to enter his service I 
“ consented, and remained with Nago four or five months until his death. At 
“ that time his two nephews Rambhow and Dajeeba Waecd, Morapunt Josee, 
and Balkoba Tatia, were with him ; Bapoo Ghatgay was also an attendant 
on Nana Waeed.” After alluding to Nago’s circumstances, the witness 
says: ** He was in the habit of sending some of his servants to Sattara every 
“ one or two months. He died of dropsy in August 1836, and his son came 
to Warree and performed the funeral ceremonies. After his death, Balkoba 
“ Kclkur, Rambhow Waeed, Bapoo Ghatgay, Bhow Sing and others, remained 
“ at Warree. I did not get my pay ; and Balkoba Tatia being in embar- 
rassed circumstances, pawned Nana Waeed’s silver articles, and 1 returned 
‘‘ home. In August 1837 Balkoba sent a person to persuade me to re-enter 
“ his service, and I did so. Balkoba commenced to collect 1,000 or 1,200 
men, on pretence of taking them to Sattara to be employed there, but he 
“ did not succeed. He then formed a plan for collecting some men at 
Pallee, to plunder the treasure in deposit at Vingorla, in concert with 
Bapoo Ghatgay, Bhow Sing Purdesce, Hiirbhut Hubbcea, Dhondba Kotc- 
“ nees, Gopall Sudjee Reakur (a Sepoy of Dadeebliye’s), and two or three 
“ men from Pedney in the Goa territory. One or two Bhutts from Pallee, 
and Bahioba Soobadar, were also concerned. I returned to my village on 
the 6tli of August, and Gopall Sndjec gave me a letter to Bapoo Ghaonkur, 

“ reqiicsting Ijmi to collect ten men. The following clay I went witli Bapoo 
“ and ten men towards Pallee ; but as Gopall Sudjee did not meet ns, 
according to promise, when half way, we returned. On the 8th AugusL 
Hurblmt and Dhondba Kotences sent some men from Warree to Pallee, and 
I accompanied. I saw there about two hundred men, and Go|)all Sudjee 
and Bapoo Ghatgay said otliers were in the village*, and lliat they intended 
“ to attack Vingorla about nine that night ; but the attack was deferred, on 
account of some men ncit having arrived from Pedney. 1 bccaine alarmed^ 
and wished to return, but was prevented. On t?lic lOtli 1 returned to 
“ Warree : Bapoo Ghatgay and the others remained at Pallee. On the llth 
‘‘ Dhondba Kotences .sent for me, and told me not to mention to any one the 
“ meeting of the bund at Pallee. 1 took an oatli of secrecy, but communi- 
cated the whole to Morapunt Lclleh, prime minister at Warree. Balkoba 
‘‘ and Bapoo Ghatgay reside above the Ghauts. Nana Waeed came to 
Warree to collect men and take tliem to Sattara : he and his friends wene 
always talking of collecting men, therefore 1 know tliis. It was his inteu- 
tion to obtain funds from Sattara, but whether he did so or nut 1 do ikjI 
“ know.” 


69. Watoo Abbajec, in his deposition at Warree, states: I was asked by 
“ Hurblmt Hubbcea to enter the service of Bapoo Ghatgay and Tatia Vyed 

(Balkoba Kclkur), to take possession of Vingorla, and w^as informed, that 
the Portuguese authorities at Goa had been in readiness to afford tliein 
every assistance. I attempted to dissuade them from their purf)ose ; but 
Hurblmt told me, Gopall Sudjee, Bapoo Ghatgay, and Tatia Vyed, had 
then gone to Pedney and Araba, in the Goa territory, to procure a large 
“ body of men, and rcciuested me to follow him to Pallee, but I declined.” 

70. Before Mr. Spooner this person deposes ; I am now and have for 
“ many years been, in the service of Dadeebliyec. On the 6th August 1837 

I met Hurbhut IlubUeea, who informed me that Balkoba Kelkur and Ba|>oo 
** Ghatgay 'were assembling four or five hundred men; that Gopall Sudjee; was 
“ con(^erned ; that they had gone to Pedney, and tlmt if I wanted service I 
** should go and meet them there, and that they would give me money. 1 
‘‘ asked, to what place the men were to be sent; and he informed me, some 
“ men were to be collected from Warree, and ihat four or five hundred me n 
(Feringees), armed wuth muskets, were to be assembled at Pallee, from 
' whence the whole body of men were to proceed to Vingorla, and that Witoo 
' Gunajee of Pedney was employed to bring the men from Pedney. 1 asked, 

** for 
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tor what purpose they were to go to Vingorla, and he referred me to Balkoba 
** Kelkur, Bapoo Ghatgay, and Gopall Sudjee Reakur. I declined to go to 
Pedney, and went and told Dadee-bhaees’ minister, Dhondba Kotenees, what 
I had heard, as Pallee belonged to her. On the following evening I met 
** Hurbhut at the house of Visram Furjund, and he again asked me to enter 
the service of Balkoba, but I refused. After this I was cast into prison. 
** Hurbhut informed me, that Bapoo Ghatgay and Balkoba came from the 
Sattara country ; they had resided at Warree about two years. Nana 
** Waced came to Warree about two years ago, and died there about eiglueen 
** months since.” 

71. Ram Sabajee, Pundit, inhabitant of Khas, in the Sawunt Warree terri- 
tory, deposes at Warree: ** Bhaoo Sing Purdesee, with his servant Ramjec 
“ Ghatwal and a Brahmin, came to Khas, and asked me to enter the service of 

his master, who was at Pallee. I accordinglj% with two others, went to 
“ Pallee, and met Bapoo Ghatgay and Gopall Sudjee, who informed me that 
in conjunction with Hurbhut Hubbeea and Wattoo Abbajee, they were 
procuring armed men to take the forts of Vingorla, Malwan, and Raree, 
and that others were expected to join. I agreed to join, provided Dad^c- 
“ bhyeo’s servants came and remained two nights at Pallee. After which the 
** party absconded, on Bapoo Ghatgay receiving intelligence that the British 
authorities were making inquiries regarding us.” 

72. Before Mr. Spooner this man deposes: “About the 2d August 1837, 
“ Bhaoo Sing Purdesee came to my vjllage to enlist men. I was asked to 
“ join ; I agreed to do so for pay. Bhaoo Sing said, his master, Bapoo 
“ Ghatgay, would settle this at Pallee, with reference to my ability to serve 
“ as a Se|)oy. I went to Pallee about the 9th August with Bapoo Pundit 
“ and Dakloo Christum^ and six men ofcTorees in the Goa territory. Gopall 
“ Sud jee came there and said Bapoo Ghatgay had gone to Warree, aiul that 
“ he would it) the mean time supply us with food. Bapoo Ghatgay arrived 
“ the next day, and promised an advance of five rupees to each man. He 
“ said that Dadcebhyec intended to adopt a son, and that this w^as the cause 
“ of tiu; assemblage ; but Gopall Sud jee said it was made for the purpose of 
“ taking tiie forts of Malwan, Raree, Vingorla, and the surrounding country^ 
“ for which purpose five or seven hundred men had been collected. I was 
“ convinced tliat a gang was being formed, and therefore told Gopall Sudjee 
“ I w{>uld remain if Dadeebhyee’s people came ; and was about to return, 
“ when Gopall and Bapoo learnt that the British Government were in pursuit 
“ of them, and ran away. . Nana Waced resided at Warree, and Bapoo 
“ GhaU^aij and Bhow Sin^ Purdesee were with him, Gnly six men came from 
“ the Goa territory, but Gopall Sudjee said that a man had been sent to 
“ bring some men from that territory, and Bapoo Ghatgay said that the money 

was to come from Pedney, Araba, and Vingorla.” 

73. Visram Furjund deposes before the chief of Warree : “ Hurbhut Ilub- 
“ been asked me to entertain five or six persons, promising two months’ jray in 
“ advance. Bapoo Ghatgay and Bhaoo Sing informed me they were going to 
“ Pedney and Araba, and on their return would bring money to pay us. On 
** their return they gave me one rupee, aud Hurbhut said they intended to take 
“ the forts of Vingorla and Raree, on the arrival of five or six hundred per- 
“ sons who were expected at' Pallee.” 

74. Before Mr. Spooner he deposes: “ About the 6th August 1837 Hurbhut 
“ Hubbeea informed me, tliat one of the servants of tlic late Nana W aeed had 
“ come from Meerich for the purpose of enlisting men* and asked me to enter 
“ his service. I jigreed, and asked what pay I should receive. He said that 
“ Nana Waecd’s servant would give, in the first instance, an advance *of five 
“ rupees. He lent me one rupee, and a few days after 1 accompanied him to 
“ the house of Kesow Naique Petrie, and met Bapoo Ghatgay, Gopall Sudjee, 
“ Biiawoo liana, Chandoo Hanekur, and a Brahmin, wdio were. in conversation. 
“ About the Oth August Hurbhut desired me to hold myself in readiness to 
“ go where they wished, and said money was expected for our expenses from 

Vingorla. Two or three day§ afterwards Hurbhut told me of the arrival of 

“ the 
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the^servant of Nana Waeed, and directed me to go to Pallee, when I should 
“ receive money. On the same day Wattoo Abbajce and myself were seized 
‘‘ by the chief of Warree. Nana Waeed lived at Warree about two years. 
“ Hurbhut told me it was intended to bring about two hundred men from 
"" the Pedney Turuf, and that Gopall Sudjee and Bapoo Ghatgay were to 
bring them.” 


75. On the 11th November Mr. Spooner reported the apprehension, and 
transmitted the depositions of eight other persons, accused of having joined 
the Pallee gang. These depositions contain little that is material. 

76. Bapoo bin Essoo Gowankur. The only material fact stated by this per- 
son is, that one of the five persons whose evidence is above alluded to, Ram- 

l^liundcr Bhutt, came to his house about the 20th July 1837, and asked him 
to enter the service of a Sirdar, who had come from Colapore to Warree to 
collect men, and that he agreed. 


77. Mukiind bin Seudjee. This person states, that Gopall Sud jee informed 
him that two hundred men were coming from Pedney in the Goa territory, 
and that they had been collected by Atmaram Purub Dessoy of that place, 
and that, when they arrived, it was intended to attack llarec, and perform 
other exploits. Gopall Sudjee gave him some rice, and he heard from an 
old woman who cooked it, that about fifty men had already assembled at 
Pallee. Gopall endeavoured to induce witness to join, but he refused. 

78. Auto Rarajee Hongra, tobacco-farmer of Pallee, states, tliat Gopall 
Sudjee a.^ed him to join a party who were to assemble to attack the fort of 
Tiracol in the Goa territory, but that he refused. 

79. Bisso bin Pando Pundit acknowledges that he actually joined the gang, 
and that Gopall Sudjee gave him food. Dliacta Christian was of the party. 

80. Bhickwo bin Wettoba states, that he was twice asked l)y Ilurbhut 
Hubbcca to enlist, but he refused to do so. 


81? Dhondo Sudashew Kotness. This person is the prime minister of 
J.)adcebhyee, a relation of the chief of Warree, to whom the village of Pallee 
belongs. lie denies all connexion with the plot; but states, that he ex- 
amined W ittoo Abbajce, and learned from him that the gang under Tatia 
Waeed and Bapoo Ghatgay intended to attack Vingorla, and carry off the 
treasure. 


82. Bud Dewree bin Nil Dewree admits, that he was at Pallee, and pur- 
chased some rice from Gopall Sudjee, but denies having been in any way 
connected with the gang which assembled at that village. 

83. Babna Turzund admits he was at Pallee, and met Gopall Sudjee, but 
declares he did not join the gang. 

84. On the 15th November Mr. Spooner reported, that two more persons 
had been seized, and forwarded their depositions. 

85. Bhow bin Baborow Kana states, that he met Ilurbhut Ilubbeca with 
three other persons, who the former said were Bapoo Ghatgay, Bhaoo Sing, 
and BapJee.Bhut. Hurbhut, the witness says, ‘‘asked me to collect two 
“ hundred men. I said I would settle this when we met at Warree. Some 
“ days after I again met Hurbhut, and asked him where and in what manner 
“ the men were to be employed, and what pay they would receive. lie 

asked me to take an oath of secrecy, which after some demur I did ; and 
“ he then informed me, a plot had been formed to attack the forts of Raree, 
“ V^iiigorla, and Mai wan. About this time Balkoba Tatia and Gopall Sudjee 
“ came in, and Ilurbhut informed me, the former was Nana Waeed s brother- 
“ in-law, and that Nana’s nephew, Rambhow, had collected two hundred 

men at Araba, and that it was intended to assemble at Pallee. I declined 

to have any thing to do with the affair.” 

86. Satoo Ramjee ’admits, that he went to Pallee, and agreed to enter 
Hurbluit’s service, but pretends that he was ignorant of the nature of the 
service to be performed. 


87. The 



GOVERNMENT OF BOMBAY. 


201 


87. The only additional evidence obtained, regarding the design on the 
treasure at Vingorla, will be found in the deposition of Narrain Biiutt Sidhe, 
already mentioned in the sixteenth and three following paragraphs of this 
minute. This man says : A plot was laid to attack and jdundcr the trea- 

sure sent from Dharwar, at Vingorla, the principal person concerned in 
which, on the part of the Swamec, was Balajee Punt Joglekur. Besides 
him, Bapoo Hatgee (Ghatgay), Bhow Sing, Ham Bhow Waeed, Morapiint 
** Piitwurdhun, and the brother of Atmaram Bhut, and others went. The 
people who took the treasure to Vingorla were on their guard, and the plan 
* did not succeed. After laying this plot the Swamee died. His object was, 
“ after seizing the treasure, to raise an insurrection in the Rutnagheery 
Collectorate.” 

88. I have been thus particular in detailing the above evidence, because 1 
conceive the design on the treasure in deposit at Vingorla to have emanated, 
however incidentally, from the intrigues of Nago Beorao at Goa. llurbhutt 
Hubbeea, one of the chief persons engaged in forming the Pallee gang, states, 
that Nana Waeed and his associates inibrmed him, that the chief of Nagpore, 
Scindia, and other Sirdars above the Ghauts, had leagued together to take 
possession of all the territory possessed by the British, and the projected 
capture of the forts of Raree, Malwan, and Vingorla, is distinctly alluded to 
by almost all the persons concerned in the Pallee affair, W ho, however, 
were the chief agents concerned in the design on the Vingorla treasury ? 
Almost all of them were, more or less, connected with the late Nago Deorao, 
Balkoba Kclkur, his brother-in-law. Ram Bhow Waeed, his nephew, Bapoo 
Ghatgay and Bliaoo Sing Purdesee, troopers in his service, and Ramchunder 
Bhutt, one of his menial servants, performed the most active ])art in getting 
up the hiind ; and we can now understand the observation of Balkoba Kelkur, 
when he told Lieu tenant- Colonel Ovans’s emissaries “ that he was a criminal,” 
alluding no doubt to the conspicuous part which he had taken in the pro- 
ceedings at Pallee. From whence also were the gangs to be collected ? 
From the Goa territories, the scene of Nago Dcorao’s long-standing intrigues ; 
and it is clearly proved, that Balkoba and other persons implicated in the 
design went to Pedney, to bring the persons collected in tliat territory to tlie 
scene of action. The prisoner, Wat too, states, that he was informed “ that 
“ the l*ortLiguese authorities at (ioa were ready to afford every assistance,” 
and that lour or five liundred Feringecs, or Portuguese, armed with muskets, 
were to be assembled at Pallee ; and another of the prisoners mentions, that 
a Ciiristian, named Dakloo or Dhacta, and six men from a Goa village, 
actually came to l*allee. Another ^states, that Atmaram Punt, Dessoy of 
Pedney, was also concerned in the affair. It will also be observed, that 
according to the statement of Morapunt Josce, Bapoo Ghatgay, undoubtedly 
one of the conspirators, served Atmaram Punt for some time in the capacity 
of horsekeeper. Great light is thrown on the whole subject by the evidence 
already mentioned of Narrain Bliutt Sidhe, which was obtained at Dharwar, 
and ^ therefore distinct from the inquiry at Rutnagheery. 

89. I cannot help adverting to another circumstance connected with the 
case. Mr. Spooner applied to the Government of Goa to seize some of the 
persons concerned who had escaped into the Goa territory, and .the following 
extract from the report of the major commanding the province of Perim is not 
unimportant. ** Baliunbaee Tatta went to Warree many days ago. Bhow 

Sing Purdesee, Bapoo Ghatgay, and Gopall Sudjec, to the Ghauts. I'hey 
“ arc the subjects of the Raja of Sattara ; and it is said that they, being informed 
they were accused of being the priiicii)al leaders in the case now under iii- 
“ vestigation, regarding the robbery of the Vingorla treasury, escaped t» the 
Ghauts.” (^Vide Mr. Spooner’s letters, dated 2Gth and 29th September 1837.) 

90. I am anxious, however, to state clearly, in wdiat sense and to what 
extent, I connect this abortive plot at Pallee with the proceedings of the fate 
Nago Deorao and his associates, I have not the remotest suspicion that any 
of the present authorities at Goa countenanced the Pallee plot ; nor is there 
the slightest evidence, nor do I consider it probable, that it obtained any 
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countenance from Sattara. I conceive, however, that the mundullee of Nago, 
or at least the dregs of them, having long been accustomed to ideas of insur- 
rection against the British Government, and indeed having gained their liveli- 
hood by being employed in schemes of that nature, and now deprived of the 
leader who had directed their proceedings, and moreover being distressed for 
the common means of living, were irresistibly tempted, by an occasion which 
promised them abundant wealth, to convert their long clierished schemes of 
ambition into a miserable plan of outrage and plunder. It is not the first time 
that men who have begun by plotting rebellion have ended with becoming ^ 
common robbers. Still these transactions are worthy of attention, as illus- ’ 
trating the character of the persons engaged in them, and the nature of those 
intrigues of winch they were the immature fruits; but the chief value which I 
attach to the evidence connected with them, is, because of the corroboration 
which it gives to the information obtained at Sattara, of the history of Nago 
Deorao, of the patronage under which he acted, of the objects which he had 
in view, and of his operations in furtherance of his purpose. 

91. My Colleagues will not fail to observe, that the evidence of Ilurbhut 
Ilubbcea and Rarnchunder Bhut confirms, in several respects, that previously 
obtained at Sattara, respecting Nago Deorao and his proceedings generally. 

1 particularly refer to the circumstances under which he died, and the persons 
who were j>resent with him at the time, his obtaining funds at Sattara and 
constantly maintaining a communication with that place, and his being 
employed by the Raja. 

92. I beg also to refer to the evidence submitted by Mr. Spooner, in a letter 
of the 2d November connected with these proceedings, of two persons, named 
Ram Naik Petrec and Juggunaiith Luximan Neerookur, with whom Nago re- 
sided for sometime during liis last stay at Warree. Tlicse are evidently, what 
Mr. Spooner considers them, unwilling witnesses; but they confirm several 
circumstances in the history of Nago, and more especially his intercourse 
whilst at Warree with Sattara, his being said to have received some money 
from above the Ghauts, his connexion with Raojee Kotences, and the fact that 
Narrain Bhutt Clnttey came to him while at Warree, and after remaining five 
or six days, proceeded to Pedney and Araba.’’ Nor can 1 help noticing, 
that the second witness quite confirms a fact which I thought myself justified 
in asserting on the authority of the oral evidence obtained ^t Sattara, namely, 
that Nago, on his last visit to M^arree, was not obliged, in the first instance, by 
illness to remain at that place, but had afterwards h|?eii seized with the fatal 
malady. The Neerookur says clearly, that after remaining at Warree twenty or 
twenty-five days, Nago went to a ternplfi at Walowlee in the Warrcc” territory, 
whence he returned to Warree after a stay of fifteen days, and that it w^as 
during his residence at Walowlee that he became afflicted with the dropsy, of 
which he afterwards died. 


93. In his letter of the 11th November last, Mr. Spooner thus abstracts the 
information furnished by the witnesses he had examined regarding Nage^Deo- 
rao. The coincidence between this and the information before obtained at 
Sattara will be obvious. Nago Deorao, alias Nana Waeed, took up his resi- 
dence in the Goa territory some years ago. In April 1836, he came to Warree, 
where he died about July of the same year. Whilst at Warree he and his 
associates were well provided with money, which they received from the Raja 
of Sattara, and from Raojee Kotences of Araba in the Goa territory. After 
his death no further supply of money was received from Sattara, and his asso- 
ciates, Balkuba Kelkur, Ram Bhow Waeed, Bapoo Ghatgay, and Bhow Sing 
Purdesee, were in distressed circumstances, and were obliged to part with 
some of their horses and household goods. These persons, however, remained 
at Warree until August 1837, when they were obliged to abscond, in conse- 
quence of their being concerned as leaders of the Pallee bund. We have 
recently ordered all British subjects concerned in the meditated attack on 
Vingoria to be committed for trial, and it is by no means unlikely that some- 
thing more will be elicited, to shew the connection which, I conjecture, 
existed between that design and the intrigues o£ Nago Deorao. 


9-1. There 
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94. <There is stilly however, one other important transaction of the Sattara 
intrigues to be noticed, as having been to some extent confirmed by informa- 
tion obtained at Rutnagheery ; namely, the mission of Mahdeo Row Sirkey 
to meet the Governor of Goa about 'the time of his resigning the Government 
of that place.* This is contained in the report of the Government Vakeel 
at Sawunt Warree, dated 13th December, and forwarded to Lieutenant- 
Colonel Ovans by Mr. Spooner on the 22d December last. In this it is 
stated, that the Sirkey went to Sattara for employment in August or Sep- 
tember 1834, and returned in January 1835, and remained at Warree for nine 
months. In August or September 1835 he went to Goa, for the purpose of 
performing ablution in the sacred stream Gomanchui, and returned in eight 
or ten days to Warree ; and after two or two months and a half he again 
went to Sattara, and about fifteen months after his arrival he died at that 
place. As remarked by Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans in his letter of the 20th of 
January last, the above report made, be it observed, by a person who had no 
knowledge of the object of the reference he was answering, exactly corres- 
ponds with some of the particulars of the mission of the Sirkey to Goa, and his 
subsequent return to Warree and Sattara, as deposed to by the witnesses 
examined at the latter place. 

95. On the whole, I entirely agree with Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans, when 
• he observes, in the 36th paragraph of his report of the 11th November, that 

the evidence obtained at Rutnagheery should not be passed over in silence, 
“ inasmuch that evidence was obtained in a distant part of the country y and 
‘‘ without any previous knowledge of the proceedings here ( at Sattara), yet still 
“ confirming them in a remarkable manner ^ This remark furnishes my reason, 
and i trust my justification, for the attention which, in the present minute, I 
have bestowed on the Rutnagheery evidence, and fur the still greater promi- 
nence which 1 have given to that obtained at Dliarwar. 

(Signed) R. Gra vt. 

15th May 1838. 


MINUTE BY MR. JAMES FARISIT, 

, Bated 17 th May 1838. 

1 . The difficult situation in which this Government has been placed in this 
inquiry, by the approbation which our course of proceeding at first obtained 
from the Government of India, and the subsequent indication of a change of 
sentiment, and of dissatisfaction that Ihe'inquiry was not brought to a speedy 
termination, rendered it of paramount importance to indicate the uniform 
course which has been pursued in the business by this Government. 

2. To do this, the clearest exposition of the result of the investigation was 
necessary, and the exposition now given, not more expanded than the occa- 
sion calls for, is amply sufficient. The Acting Resident’s able report, with the 
evidence arranged as he had taken it, and Mr. Willoughby’s convincing sum- 
maries of the evidence, as bearing on each point in the case, arc valuable ; 
but the remarkably complete and connected nature of the evidence, oral and 
documentary, and the singularly striking corroboration of facts elicited from 
one kind of evidence by that which is supplied from another, evidently free 
from all concert or collusion, the whole so ably and lucidly unfolded and ar- 
ranged in the Right Honourable the Governor’s minute of the 5th Mdy, car- 
ries perfect conviction to my mind of the truth of the main circumstances 
developed by the overwhelming mass of connected, consistent, and ^unques- 
tionable testimony produced ; of a nature, also, apparently incapable of being 
controverted. 

3. The 
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3. The main point established is the guilt of the Raja of Sattara •f flag- 
rant violation of Article V. of the treaty with him, in having continued for a 
long period to maintain treasonable communication with the Governor of Goa, 
for objects hostile to the British rule. 

4. I need not here enumerate the other points established. I have dili- 
gently and carefully gone over the condensed evidence, verifying important 
facts in many instances, and I have felt that my conviction was carried along 
with the Right Honourable the Governor in the deductions drawn by him in 
his minute. 


5. I beg here to record, that on a careful comparison of the signatures on 
the documents A. and B., adverted to in paragraph 219 of that minute, they 
appear to me to correspond with the signature of Don Manoel, subscribed to 
the letters, undoubtedly genuine, addressed by him to the Governor of 
Bombay. 

6. Extravagant as the Raja’s projects have been, the reference to the for- 
mer greatness and power of the Portuguese in India* shews how much of 
this has arisen from his ignorance of the altered condition of that kingdom in 
Europe. The question under investigation, as has been justly observed, is 
not, however, the reasonableness of his designs, but the fact of their having 
been conceived and cherished ; and this I consider to have been fully esta-. 
blished by the portion of evidence already examined. 


17th May 1838. 


(Signed) J. Fauisu. 


Minute 

by the Governor, 
18 May 1838. 


MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 
Dated IBM May 1838. 


1. In circulating my second minute on the Sattara case, I regret to inform my 
Colleagues, that it is quite impossible to complete the scries I have to submit 
before the 21st instant, the day fixed for the despatch of the Berenice, 

2. It is, therefore, with extreme reluctance that I am compciieu to deviate 
from my first intentions, and to propose that our present report to the Secret 
(Committee shall be exclifsively confined to the proceedings connected with the 
intrigues at Goa, which are commented on in a complete form in my minutes 
of the 5tli and 15th instant. 


3. It is desirable, however, that the Secret Committee should be apprised 
generally of what further proceedings arc to follow, in order that they may not 
pass a final decision on the proceedings now to be transmitted. 

4. I have now under preparation a minute, comprising my remarks on the 
Raja of Sattara’s intercourse with Moodhojec Bhonsleh, the cx-Raja of Nag- 
pore. This is in a considerable state of forwardness ; and 1 have no hesitation 
in saying that, by the evidence before me, that intercourse is fully proved, and 
that it was treasonable towards the British Government. 

5. I have also to submit a statement, or confession, made by Appa Sahib, 
the Raja’s brother, in which he acknowledges his having (though, as he alleges, 
under the influence of fear) participated in one flagrant act of treason com- 
mitted by the Raja. 

G. I shall, after disposing of these cases, submit a final minute, in which I 
shall — 

1st. Recapitulate, as briefly as possible, the various intrigues which I 
conceive proved against the Raja. 

* ^ / 2d. Point 


* Vide No. 34 of list E. 
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2d. Point out, and this I can do most satisfactorily, the real key to the 
Raja’s conduct. 

3d. Submit my opinion as to how this important case should be finally 
disposed of. 

7. I need not assure my Colleagues, that no exertion will be wanting on my 
part to bring my labours to a close, and I propose that a sailing vessel shall 
be dispatched from hence to the Red Sea as soon as our proceedings are com* 
plcted. Although I deeply regret this unavoidable delay, still it will be 
attended with one great advantage : the opinions of my Colleagues will accom- 
pany our final despatch. 

(Signed) R. Grant. 

18th May 1838. 


MINUTE BY MR. JAMES PARISH, Minute by 

Mr. James Faris; 

Dated 1 May 1 838. 1® 

1. This complete review of the Dharwar and Riitmaghecry evidence adds 
many points of remarkable corroboration to the clear and incontrovertible 
chain of proofs afforded in the documents and testimony summed up in the 
Right Hon. the Governor’s first mfnute, and opens out further and more overt 
acts of hostility on the part of the Raja. 

2. I quite concur in the further inquiries suggested in the 33d and other 
paragraphs. The Government of India could never, knowing the facts, direct 
otherwise than that every really important branch of this inquiry should be 
traced out. 

3. Upon the 37th paragraph it occurs to me to suggest, that if Mr. Dunlop 
should obtain information in which he could place complete confidence, of the 
place where cither the thy lee or treaty are, he should be authorized, if he judges 
it the best course, to seize them by either civil or military power. By the last, 
how^ever, only in an extreme case. 

4. The circumstances are such as, I submit, must be held to supersede all 
privileges of a Sirdar. 

5. The reference to Scindia’s being connected with these proceedings, in 
connection with so many other parts of the plan, all of which are established 
as far as the inquiry has gone, give remarkable weight and importance to this 
implication. 

6. In regard to Nago Waeed’s proceedings for raising levies to attack Vin- 
gorla, Malwan, &c., and advancing bounty to men engaged ; may not this 
account for the disposal of part of 8,000 rupees advanced under the plea of 
bearing the expenses of an agent to accompany Don Manoel ? 

7. Under the information derived from this inquiry, the large body of fol- 
lowers which the Raja of Colapore has been permitted to take with him on hi^ 
pilgrimage should be closely watched, and there is additional ground for ob- 
jecting to his augmenting their numbers. Indeed, on the first suspicion of any 
sinister object, Mr. Dunlop should be prepared to require him to disband all 
but his personal retinue and safeguard. 
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19th May 1838. 


(Signed) J. Fahisii. 
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MINUTE BY MR. G. W. ANDERSON. 

Dated 2\st May 1838. 

1. I have given that attention to the evidence, both oral and documentary, 
here presented, which the great importance of the subject demands. I have 
perused with equal attention the elaborate minute of the Right Hon. the 
Governor, and I can come to no other conclusion than that it is established 
against the Raja, that he has, for a series of years, carried on and been con- 
cerned in a treasonable correspondence with the late Governor of Goa ; trea- 
sonable, in having for its object the ultimate subversion of the British autho- 
thority , and tn^asonablc, as being in direct infringement of the treaty of alliance, 
and to tlie peculiar obligation under which the Raja lies to the British 
Government. 

2. I do not propose, at the present moment, to take a minute view of the 
evidence, and to show, in detail, how it brings out the case (that is, in fact, 
done, in a manner, perhaps, to leave nothing to be done, by the Right Hon. 
the Governor) ; but I shall have an opportunity of doing this, if it seems 
necessary, when the whole case of these fatal proceedings on the part of the 
Raja are before the Bogrd. 

3. For the present I will briefly say, that I think it conclusively established 
that Nago Dcorao was the agent of the Raja; that it was through him the 
treasonable negotiations were carried on ; that the Raja authorized, and made 
himself responsible for, these negotiations ; that he was cognizant of their 
wild and hostile nature ; and that he advanced money to this and other agents 
employed. 

4. The secret and hasty visit to Sattara of the Portuguese Doctor Hcrcu- 
.lano ; the evidence gained from the books of the banker Teejeerani, made 
stronger to my mind by the denials of Rowlojee Naik ; the confirmation of 
Herculano’s connection with the agency, found on the seizure of his papers in 
the person of Raojee Kotenees at Bombay ; the papers found after the death 
of Nago Deorao as having belonged to him, and in particular the pa])er con- 
taining his dying rcciuests to the Raja ; the irregular mode in which the whole 
evidence has been obtained, being the evidence of persons found and brouglit 
from different and distant parts of the country, together with the kind of key 
to great part of it given by tlieDcwan Govind Row, shewing the utter impossi- 
bility of collusion ; are some of the chief points, independent of the evidence 
in the several depositions, that carry conviction to my mind of the story being 
a true story, and though singularly improbable, there are circumstances which 
it is evident in the character, the feelings, and even the position of the Raja, 
which will account for it. These circumstances will, of course, be fully de- 
veloped by the Board at the conclusion of its view of these proceedings. For 
the present 1 will only observe, that nothing in the character of the Raja 
appears to me more remarkable, as coming out of this case now before the 
Board, tliaii the long and successful deception he has practised to those officers 
who have been accredited tg his court, and who have generally terminated their 
official connections with it with praise of his virtues and conduct as a prince, 
and their persuasion of his faithfulness and sense of obligation to the British 
(Jovernment. 

5th. 1 record, that I have compared the signature of Don Manoel, the late 
Governor of Goa, to the letters a and found among the papers of Nago 
Deorao, with the signature of Don Manoel to the letters he has sent to this 
(ioverameiit, and I think the signatures to be the signatures of one and the same 
person. 

(Signed) W, Andeusov. 

:M St May 1838. 
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MINUTE BY MR. G. W. ANDERSON. 


Dated 22d May 1838. 

The evidence of Narrain Bhutt Sidhe obtained at Dharwar, and under 
circumstances of ignorance as to what had been deposed to by the witnesses 
at Sattara, is certainly a very remarkable confirmation of the evidence given 
by those witnesses. 

In other respects, the evidence obtained, either by Mr. Dunlop at Dharwar 
or Mr. Spooner at Rutnagheery, though in some respects corroborative, does 
not materially implicate the Raja of Sattara. It affords room for suspicion 
and for inference, but it is not direct to that Prince. It shews intrigue, 
mystery, and a kind of rumour or persuasion that there was a plot going on 
hostile to the British Government, in which it was considered, as a thing 
almo^ of notoriety, that the Raja was concerned. If this were all against 
his Highness, of course the subject would scarcely occupy the attention of the 
Board for a moment. 

1 concur in the further proceedings to be called for from Mr. Dunlop ; and 
I think, with Mr. Parish, that a more effectual means than the temporary 
sequestration of the Swamee's villages should be adopted, to gain the impor- 
tant papers stated to be in his treasury. If Mr. Dunlop has information that 
he can ri^ly upon, of tlic papers being really of the character he supposes, and 
that the papers are to be obtained, 1 think he should be authorized to obtain 
lliem by force,' if they cannot be otherwise obtained. If Mr. Dunlop deter- 
mines upon this course, he should proceed either himself to tlie place, or 
depute one of his assistants to conduct the proceeding. 

The witness Narrain Bhutt, with the persons he refers to as cognizant of the 
pajiers being in the treasury, should be called upon to attend at the time. 

I abstain from minutely commenting upon the evidence, as it might be 
thought unnecessarily tending to swell out these already voluminous proceed- 
ings ; w hatever is prominent in the evidence, at the same time, has in fact 
been brought out by tlic Right Honourable the Governor. 

I do not know what is the course the Right Honourable the Governor 
j)raposes sliould be finally pursued ; but I think that, if a final decision or 
final report is made to the Hononrable Court, that it will be just that the 
Raja^ihould have an opportunity of affording an explanation of what is con- 
sidered to be established against his Highness. 

For this end, I think, the various facts found, shewing the Raja to have. 
l>een implicated in intrigues and conspiracies, having for their end the subver- 
sion of the British authority,* should be succinctly stated to his Highness, and 
that his Highness should be informed that Government is very willing to 
receive any explanatory refutation of these facts which his Highness may bo 
pleased to afford. 

After this, 1 think, the proceedings will be ripe for the report of the Board 
and the decision of the Honourable Court. 


22d Mav 1838. 


(Signed) G. W. Ani 


MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

Dated 24M May 1838. 

1. In pursuance of the intention expressed in my minute of the 18th instant, 
1 have now to offer some remarks on the intercourse which is alleged to have 
taken place between the Raja of Sattara with Moodhojee Bhonslcli, commonly 
c'ulled Appa Sahib, the ex-Raja of Nagpore, who has for some years past been 
'’csiding as a stale prisoner at Joudpore. 

2. The first mention of rtiis intercourse will be found in the evidence re- 
corded bv the Sattara Commission, on the tenth day of their proceedings. 

For 
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For reasons then mentioned, the name of the informant is not disclosed by 
the Commissioners ; but, as there is now no longer any cause for conceal- 
ment, I may mention that the person alluded to is Ballajee Punt Nuttoo. It 
is well known, that this individual was Native agent to Mr. Elphinstone 
during the transactions which ended in the downfall of the Peishwa. Captain 
(Jrant Duff pays a merited tribute to his ‘‘vigilance, vigour, fidelity, and 
“ firmness, at that trying period and observes, that he “ proved himself 
“ well entitled to the munificent reward which was conferred upon him.” 
Ballajee Punt Nattoo was at one time in the favour, if not in the confidence, 
of the Sattara Raja, although now hated and vilified by that Prince and his 
associates. No man can be better qualified to cope with the crooked politics 
of a Mahratta Durbar ; and being already in affluence, it docs not appear that 
he has any motive for the part which he has taken in the recent inquiries at 
Sattara, other than that which he professes, his fidelity to the power to 
whom he owes his fortunes. 


3. Before the Commission he deposed as follows: “ Within the last twelve 
“ months it has come to my knowledge, that his Highness has entered into 
“ communications with Moodhojee Bhonsleh, the ex-Raja of Nagpore, now at 
“ Joudpore; with Hyderabad, with Oodepore, and, 1 have heard, with Nag- 
“ pore. He likewise communicated frequently with Goa. His object appears 
“ to be to enlarge his dominions, to expel the English, and to raise disturb- 
“ ances. -The Raja’s own brother, Appa Sahib, informed me yesterday, that 
“ three days ago his Hfghness burnt a letter which he had received from 
“ Moodhojee Bhonsleh. This letter, and another to Balia Sahib Senaputty, 
“ were brought by Sewannud Shastry, who was twice deputed to Joudpore 
“ under different pretexts.” The Commissioners observe on this deponent : 
“ We do not place implicit confidence on this information, because it was 
“ obtained from the Raja's brother, who, although ostensibly on friendly 
“ terms, is believed to be at enmity with him.” But they suggest that, with 
a view to further inquiry, it might be communicated to the political authority 
at Ajmere. 

4. The intimations conveyed in the preceding extracts of evidence, have 
been followed out by Lieutenant-Colonel Ovahs, with the address and activity 
which he has shewn throughout the inquiry ; and the result has been, the 
collecting a mass of information, which, though not equal, either in magyitude 
or importance, to that respecting the Goa intrigue, is yet sufficient, in both 
respects, to fix the most serious criminality on the Raja of Sattara. 1 will 
give, in the sequel, the substance of the evidence alluded to ; but I think it 
necessary, in the first place, to exhibit a short and clear view of its purport 
and effect. It may be ranged under three heads ; the first two relating to 
the oral, and the third to the documentary evidence ; and the description of 
the two former will, in fact, amount to a brief history of the whole intrigue. 

5. The first division of the oral evidence relates to communications carried 
on by the Raja of Sattara with the Bhonsleh, or ex-Raja of Nagpore, through 
the medium of Elojec Mohitch, or rather of messengers passing between 
Elojce Mohiteh and the ex-Raja. 

G. Elojee Mohiteh is the brother of Dinkur Rqw Mohiteh, an officer high 
in the service, favour, and confidence of the Sattara Raja. Elojec Mohiteh 
is also the brother-in-law of the Bhonsleh, the latter having married his sister, 
and is proved to have been in correspondence with that person for several 
years past. It would seem that this correspondence has not been purely com- 
plimentary, but has related to some family disputes among the Moliitehs 
respecting property, and that, at the request of Elojee, the Bhonsleh has 
interceded on Jiis behalf, both with his brother Dinkur Row, his mother, and 
also with the Raja of Sattara. 

7, Thus far, there is no ground for casting any particular blame or sus- 
picion on the Raja ; excepting that the great reliance which Elojee seems 
to have placed on the mediation of the Bhonsleh wjth his Highness, is hardly 
explicable, considering that the Bhonsleh had no particular connection with 
tlie Raja, and was a state prisoner for life, except on the supposition that there 

were 
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were peculiar circumstances, which gave that mediation a weight beyond 
what it would naturally have carried. That there were such circumstances, 
and what they were, appears from the evidence. The Raja availed himself of 
the interchange of messages between Elojee and the Bhonslch, to call 
on the latter to embark in the schemes of hostility against the British 
power in which his Highness was engaged. In what way this was to be done 
is^ot explained. It is to be recollected, however, that the Bhonsleh was, 
and is, in the custody of a Native prince, whose own fidelity has not always 
been very secure. Escay3c might not be beyond his reach, if a fit bait could 
be found to reconcile him to the risks of the attempt; and supposing the 
Mahrattas engaged in a general conflict for the recovery of their former power, 
it cannot be doubted that the re-appcarance of the Bhonsleh on the scene 
where he and his ancestors had formerly borne swajs would tend to aid their 
cause and to embarrass their opponents. 

8. I will now state, in their order and with their dates, as nearly as can be 
ascertained, the several instances in which communications passed between 
the Raja and ex-R.aJa, through the channel of messengers sent from and to 
Elojee Mohiteh, and also such intimations as the evidence supplies of the 
nature of these communications. 

0. About January 18:i2 Elojee, Dinkur Row, and their mother, having 
received certain letters from the Bhonsleh by the hands of one Seoram, and 
tliese letters having been shewn to the Raja, his Highness desired Elojee to 
send his own servant witli Seoram on his return to Joudpore, in onler to 
ascertain wliether the Bhonsleh had really written thCvSe letters. Elojee 
accordingly* at this time, sent his servant, Kcdaree Maina, together witli 
Seoram. There is no evidence that Kedarec .carried, on this occasion, any 
message fiom the Raja to the ex-niler of Nagpure. 

10. About January 1833 Kcdaree returned, and with him a servant of the 
cx-Rajas, called Bhudoo or Bliudia, who brought from* the ex^Uaja letters 
for the Raja, for the Seiiaputtee, for Dinkur Row Mohiteh, fur Elojee 
Mohiteh, and for their mother, respectively. These letters, however, of winch 
more will be said hereafter, contained nothing treasonable. In that wiiieh 
was addressed to the Senaputtee, the complimentary title of Sahib ” having 
been omitted, the Senaputtee did not choose to return an answer. 

Jl. About August 1833, Bhudia left Sattara on his rqUirii to Joudpore, and 
was accoinj^anied by Wittoo Pateykur, a servant of Elojee. On this occa- 
si(in the Raja, as Elojee states, persoiuilly sent by Bhudia a message to tlie 
ex-Raja, desiring him to make preparations to join him in a war against the 
English. 

12. About August 1834, Wittoo Pateykur returned to Sattara, accompa- 
nied by a domestic of tlie ex-Raja’s, entitled by the witnesses the Borneykur. 
This person delivered to the Raja a sealed letter from liis master, toucinng 
the shares of the property in dispute between the Mohitehs. In it was en- 
closed a small note, in the luindwriting of the ex-Raja himself, which is 
said by Elojee to have dissuaded the Raja from going to war. 

13. About November 1835, Elojee again dispatched to Joudpore the two 
domestics, Wittoo and Kcdaree, accompanied by a Carcooii named Krushna 
Rao Digumber. The latter was charged with a verbal message from the Raja 
to the Bhonsleh, stating that, until the appointed time, two years, or two years 
and a half, still remained, and desiring the Bhonsleh' to collect troops, which 
would also be done on the part of the Raja. Wittoo and Kedaree remained 
at Joudpore three or four months, and were admitted to the presence of the 
Bhonsleh. The Carcoou appears to have taken service with fciat person, for 
he remained with him after the two others departed. 

14. In July-Augnst 1S3G, Wittoo and Kedaree returned to Sattara, bring- 
ing with them a messenger from the ex-Raja named Bhikoo. Tliey brought 
letters also ; and, among others, one for the Raja. ^ Elojee says, that all the 
three messengers were introduced into the Raja’s presence; but Wittoo and 
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Kedaree both say, that Bhikoo was not of the party. The letters were de- 
livered; and Elojee says, that the letter for the Uaja contained, as in the 
former instance, a note in the handwriting of the ex-Raja, in which he again 
warned the Raja against the warlike schemes to which he was surrendering 
himself, and stated, that he himself had meditated schemes of the same nature, 
and had communicated with many chiefs and rajas, but found none that would 
support him. 

15. Kedaree says, lliat the ex-Raja had given him a verbal message to de- 
liver to the Kaja, and that he delivered it accordingly. This message, as he 
states its purport, was exactly to the same effect as the note of which Elo- 
jee speaks, Elojee also very distinctly states, that Kedaree delivered such 
a message ; but there is some little confusion in his account of it ; for he would 
seem to refer this fact of the verbal message to the first return of Kedaree from 
.Toudpore, which was about January 1833, and he says that, in Kedaree’s se- 
cond rclnrn, no -verbal message was delivered. It is however singular, that 
the message he puts into Kedaree s mouth evidently could not have been de- 
livered on the first occasion, but only on the second. It purports to be an 
answer to the message which the Raja sent “ by Bhudia.” Now, tlie first 
.visit which Bhudia f)aid to Sattara was in company with Kedaree, when the 
latter was returning the first time from Joudpore. It was after this, as four 
witnesses tell us, that Bhudia went from Sattara to Joudpore ; and, of course, 
wdiatever message he took to the Bhonsleh, no answer could have been sent to 
it by the mouth of Kedaree, until the return of the- latter from his second visit 
to that place. 

IG. At the same time with the letters Bhikoo brought, as presents from 
the ex-Raja, four pairs of Hindoostanee shoes for the three Mohiteh brothers 
and their nephew ; also two biittces, or turbans, of a half- breadth '•woven, for 
the latter; and two ])airs of shoes for the family of the Mareeks, of whom 
sometliiiig will be said presently. It is stated by Ai)pajee Jhadow, a servant 
of Ellojee, that presents of shoes were also brought for the Raja and his 
brother. 

17. It was about a month after.thc arrival of Wittoo, Kedaree, and Bhikoo, 
at Sattara, tJiat Goviiid Row Uewan was seized and conveyed to I'oona. In 
consecj lienee of the alarm occasioned by this event, Elojee burned ail the 
letters in his posse.ssion which he had received from the Bhonsleh, and also 
cutting the shoes and turbans in pieces, threw the fragments at night into 
a well. lie states, that he did this by desire of the Raja, whd said to him, 

I will make your mother give your j^roperty to you, but destroy all the 

letters.” 

18. Under the influence of the same alarm, Bhikoo was concealed for eight 
days in the village of (laway near Sattara, and was afterwards, by desire, as 
Elojee says, of the Raja, sent away to Joudpore, having first been presented 
witli a turban and twenty rupees. Appajee Jhadow states, that on the same 
occasion Dinkur Row Mohiteh, in his presence, swore the two domestics, Wit- 
too and Kedaree, on the waters of the Krushna and Bellbhunder, that they 
would be silent respecting the matter of Joudpore. 

19. Such were tlie communications of the Raja with the ex-Raja, through 
the medium of Elojee Mohiteh. I now come to a second division of the 
oral evidence relating to similar communications through a different channel. 

20. Some time in 1834, the Raja is stated to have expressed to Abba 
Sahib Rajey Mareek, a wish to know, through some independent channel, 
whether the statements made by Elojee or his servants, as to the commiini- 
catioiTs held v^jjth Joudpore, were true or otherwise. Abba Sahib Mareek 
is the eldest son of Bbaiijee Mareek of Sattara. The Brahmin Antajee, ex- 
amined by the Sattara Commission, I think, spoke of him as related to the 
Raja. I do not see this stated in the evidence before us ; but it abundantly 
appears that he was high in the confidence of his Highness. This person, it 
will he recollected, was proved by others, and admitted by himself, to have 
been present at one of the interviews between Govind Row Dewan and the 
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Soobadars of the 23d regiment. On receiving this intimation from the Raja, 
Abba Mareek sent his own servant Wittoo Rajamia (a distinct person, it is to 
be observed, from the Wittoo before mentioned) to Joudpore, to ascertain 
from the ex-RaJa personally the fact required. This Wittoo states, that he 
saw the ex-Raja, received from him satisfactory assurances as to the truth of 
Elqjee, besides some money to defray his expenses, and returned to Sattara 
in, March 1835, accompanied by Hurry, a person in the service of the 
Bhonsleh. 

21. The Mareek on this occasion introduced Hurry to the Raja in an 
upper chamber of the palace, late in the evening. Hurry then delivered a 
letter from his master, which is said to have been only complimentary, and 
which, after having been opened and read, was, at the Raja’s desire, l)urned 
in the flame of the candle. It being intended that Hurry should return to 
Joudpore immediately, the Raja charged him with a verbal message to the 
Bhonsleh. It was to this cft’ect : “ The Roos (Russians) are coming by way 
“ of Rourn (Constantinople), and if Appa Sahib (the Bhonsleh) has any inter- 
“ est with tlie Roinewalla (ilie Turks) let him exert it* to procure from the 
“ Romewalla a free passage ; for which purpose he may also mention our 

name.” 

22. The departure of Hurry having been delayed for two or throe months 
by illness, he was, on the eve of it, again introduced to the Raja, who re- 
peated his message for the Bhonsleh nearly in the same words as before ; ad- 
ding, as Hurry was in the act of quitting the apartment, “Tell Madhowjee 
“not to write me any letter.” Next day Hurry received from the Raja, 
through Dinkur Row, one hundred rupees for his expenses. 

23. Hurry, was accompanied back from .fondpore by two persons on the 
part of Abba Mareek, l^ursboturn a Carcoon, and Hybuttce a slave, and also 
by Babajce Myhput, a friend of Purshotum. The Mareek gave them 
funds for the journey, and mounted Hurry and Purshotum on tuttoos. On 
this occasion lliey curried with them, for the Bhonsleh, a sword concealed in a 
musical instrument, called a bccita. This sword, it seems, had i'orrnerly been 
in the annonry of (^umdrapoor, which belonged to the Rajas of Nagpore, and 
having been taken t hence by pillage in the war, was bought by Ahba Ma- 
reek, or rather by his father, Bhanjee Mareek. The Bhonsleh having heard of 
this sword through some of Elqjee's ])eople w^as desirous of possessing it ; 
and Abba Mareek, having lirst consulted the Raja, who said that it should 
he sent to the Bhonsleh, sent it accordingly. 

24. * Another, and a very singular circumstance connected with this mission 
should be stated. Goviiul Row Hevvaii privately desired the Carcoon Pursho- 
tuni, on his departure, to ])rocure from the Bhonsleh an advance of twenty or 
twejity-five lacs of rupees, stating, that it was to enable the Coa troops to cap- 
ture Nagpore and replace the Blioifslch on his lost gadee. 

25. 1'he evidence taken by Licutenant'Coloiicl Ovans does not say whether 
or not the message thus scut by the Dewaii w'as sent by him on his ow'ii part, or 
as the mouth- piece ol’ his master, the Raja of Sattara ; but, from the evidence 
taken by Mr. Mutt at Ahinednugger, it would aj^yiear that, wdiocvcr delivered 
the message, the Raja was its real autlior. Nothing, in fact, is more evident, 
as 1 shall hereafter more fully remark, than that such a message, if it went, 
proceeded from his Highness. 

20. Purshotum and his party reached Joudpore, jiaid a visit to the cx-Raja, 
and afterwards sent him the sw^ord. They afterwards took up their quarters 
within the precincts of a temple on the verge of wdiich the ex-Uaja resided, 
remained there three months, during whieh they visited freqyently and were 
fed at his expense. Purshotum was daily admitted to secret conferences 
with the ex-Raja ; but wliat passed at those he has not particularly disclosed. 
He states, lunvever, the answer given by the Bhonsleh to the messages of the 
Sattara Raja and Covind Row Dewan. To the former he replied, that the 
Romewalla and Rooswalla (Turks and Russians) were now friends ; to the 
latter, that he had no means of raising two lacs of rupees, but he would try 
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if he could effect it by the aid of the Raja of Joudporc. Whether this was 
spoken sincerely or evasively 1 do not know, but should be apt to suspect the 
latter. “I will dismiss you to-day; I will do so to-morrow;” so, observes 
Purshotum, he was in the habit of saying. 

27. They at length quitted Joudporc in .Tunc-July, with the exception 
of Hurry, who remained with the cx-Raja. Purshotum and his two compa- 
nions having received from the Bhonsleh presents of turbans and clothes, also 
eighty or a hundred rupees for their expenses, and a marc, proceeded to the 
encampment of Scindia at Gwalior. The Agra Government, who have caused 
some inquiries to be made at Joudpore, state that the mare was a present to 
the Raja of Sattara. It is remarkable, that out of five witnesses examined 
by Colonel Ovans, who mention the animal as having been given by the 
Bhonsleh, iKit one states for whom the gift was intended. .My conjecture 
would he, that this was left in a sort of obscurity, the present being, perhaps, 
nominally made to the Raja, but the purpose being that his Highness should 
transfer it to the person who had presented the ex-llaja with the sword. 

28. Purshotum and his party were accompanied to Scindia’s camp by two' 
persons in the service of the ex-Raja, and were charged with letters to different 
persons in the camp. I’he incidents of the journey are stated by the ])arty 
with considerable minuteness, hut they do not explain the object or contents 
of the letters to the Court, with which they were charged, h’orany thing that 
they stale, these were only complimentary addresses, or related to attempts 
making by the ex-Raja to obtain from the Supreme Government some re- 
laxation of the terms of his captivity ; but 1 cannot help agreeing with 
Colonel Ovans, that this part of the case is, as yet, involved in a good deal of 
mystery. 

29. At Gwalior exaggerated or distorted rumours readied them of the seizure 
of Govind Row. It would appear that they inuhirstood the Raja himself to 
have been placed in custody; but afterwards, in their way from the camp, or 
even before they left it, as one witness states, they learned who was the person 
really a|)prdicnded. Jt is said that, alarmed at tliis intelligence, they rclnrned 
to Sattara in the disguise of Byrajees, and t!tat Pnr.shotiim concealed himself 
in the village of Savay, and the Brahmin went to his own village of Niiney. 
The parties themselves say nothing about their having been disguised or of 
their having ever tried to conceal them.selves ; but they admit that the Brahmin 
went to iNuncy, and Purshotum to Savay, where the latter states that he liad 
some rent to collect on the part of Abba Mareek. 

ilO. The above is the substance of what the evidence tells ns of the commu- 
nications with the Bhonsleh through Abba Mareek ; and all that I sliall further 
remark in this place i.s, that the visit of Purshotum to Joudpore fell in with 
that of Wittoo Kedaree and Khrislinarao, when deputed by Elojee Mohiteh, 
to the same place. Tlie jnirty of Pursliotum arrived there a few days later 
than the other, and departed some weeks earlier. At this point, therefore, 
the two lines of communication coincide; and as the general lact of these two 
visits having taken place, and of both ])arties having remained some two or 
three months at Joudporc, is attested by three out of the four persons who 
composed the party of Purshotum, and by two out of the three who consti- 
tuted that of Wittoo and Kedaree, who have been examined, besides the two 
principals, Abba Mareek and Elojee, who speak from the information of 
their servants, and besides also other witnesses, who speak to circumstances 
connected with one or other of the two missions, that fact stands on a basis ol 
evidence not to be shaken. 

31. The third, or documentary, division of the evidence relating to this case 
is of no great extent, nor, except collaterally, of remarkable importance. It 
consists of four letters from the ex-Raja of Nagpore to the Raja and other 
persons at Sattara, my remarks on which 1 will for the present defer. 1 now 
proceed to a))stract the evidence in tlic case, as nearly as j)ossible in the order 
in which it was taken by Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans ; and, alter the narrative 
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which I have given, I should hope that the abstract will be followed without 
any confusion or difficulty. 

32. In consequence of the statement of Ballajce Punt Natoo, as stated in 
the 3d paragraph of this minute, and of other information conveyed to Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Ovans, it was thought proper to suggest to the Agra Govern- 
ment the expediency of making some inquiries at Joudpore. Wiili this view 
they were, on the 19th December 183G, furnished with the information first 
above-mentioned ; and on the 6th January 1837, they were advised that a 
Carcoon, named Purshotum, who had come to Saltara from Moocihojee Bhon- 
sleh, had raturned with a sword which had formerly belonged to the ex-Raja, 
and which had been in tlie possession of Bhanjee Mareek since the war of 
Nagpore. They were also informed that another Carcoon, named Raojee, 
supposed to have been deputed by the Raja of Sattara, was believed to be 
then at Nagpore with Moodhojee Bhonsleh. 

33. On the receipt of the above communications inquiries were instituted 
by the Government of Agra, and the result was communicated to us in Mr. 
Officiating Secretary Scott's letter of the 8th April 1837. It enclosed a state- 
ment, dated the 27th February 1837, from the news-writer stationed at Jo.ud- 
pore to this eifect, that Haojee’s proper name was Dewan Kishen Rao, a 
“ highly respectable man, who bad come from Sattara about a year before, 
‘‘ and resided in tiie fort as the agent and vakeel of Appa Sahib (the Blionsleh) ; 

that in the montli of Assar lust Purshotum had arrived from Sattara with 
“ a sword, some pieces of clotli, and sonic letters, said to have been given by 
“ the Raja of that filace, with whom he bad had an interview through the 
“ interest of Appa Sahili’s brother-in-law ; that his expenses had been paid by 

Appa Sahib, who bad charged him likewise with a bay marc to tlie Raja. 
“ If (as is justly observed by Mr. Scott) it can be ascertained that the marc 
“ alluded to has been sent, and that Appa Sahib has a brother-in-law in Sat- 
“ tara, the information may not be incorrect.” We have already seen that 
Elojee Moliiteh is related, as above, to the ex-Raja, and that Purshotum 
was charged with a mare sent as a present from the ilhonsleh. The informa- 
'^tion, llu‘reli)re, elicited at Joudpore corroborates that obtained from Ballajce 
^Puiit Natoo; and were it not for the positive injunctions imposed on us by 
the ( jovernnient of India, 1 should be much disposed to transniitthc additional 
evidence since obtained at Saltara, to the (iovernment of Agra, in order tJiat 
further inquiries might be instituted at Joudpore. 

34. On the 13tli June 1837 Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans was instructed to 
endeavour to trace out Pursliotum, and to asc(*rtain if the sword, clothes, and 
letters had been sent to Joudpore, and wdielher a mure had been sent, in 
return, to the Raja of Sattara. In reply, on the 3d July, the Acting Resident 
slated it to be reported, that, about eighteen months before, a Purdcsee, 
whose name was then unknown, had come to Sattara from Joudpore on the 
part of Appa Sahib, and that he brought a letter to the Raja; that he 
remained at Sattara four months, residing with the Marccks, and was then 
sent back with Pursliotum and two servants in charge of a sword, which had 
belonged to the ex-Raja of Nagpore, and whicli was concealed in a httna, or 
musical instrument. These persons, it was said, bad proceeded to Joudpore, 
and having delivered the sword went to Scindia’s camp, and there hearing of 
the seizure of Govind Row Dewan, returned in disguise as (iosayncs with a 
mare and tattoo. Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans therefore recommended that 
Bhanjee INI areek, his two sons, Abba Mareek, and A p|)a Mareek Purshotum, 
and tile two servants who went with him to Joudpore, should be seized ; but, 
before lie could receive our answer, he re|)orted that, having learned that Pur- 
shotiim was about to leave Sattara, he had, in anticipation of our sanction, 
secured all the persons named, except one of the servants. 

35. On the 22d July their examinations were forwarded, and from the ijian- 
ner in which their evidence was obtained, not as a free-will oifering to the 
cause of truth but from the force of circumstances beyond their control, 
coupled with the fact, that if any bias existed, it would lean towards the 
Raja, with whom the leading parties were connected, and who had the amplest 
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means of influencing them all, I conceive this testimony to be entitled to great 
credit. 

30. Krustnajee Chintamon Agasee states : A Purdesee, who had come to 
‘‘ Sattara from Joudpore with Purshotum Punt, a Carcoon of the Mareeks, 
Habajee Mhyepunt Brahmin, and a Sepoy, were sent by Abba Mareek to 
“ Joudpore ; they went under the pretext of visiting Purshotum’s brother at 
“ Baroda. Tliis was in December, or January 1835-36. In November or 
“ December 1830 they returned disguised as Byragees, and Purshotum rc- 
“ mained concealed two or three months at Savay. A sword was taken, for 
‘ ‘ the purpose of being given to Appa Sahib.” 

37. Babjee Mypunt Row states: Purshotum asked me to go wiin nim to 

“ Baroda, and 1 agreed: Mybuttee Sew, and a l^urdesee named Ilurree, who 
“ had come from .Joudpore, went with us. Purshotum liad a beam. On our 

arrival Hurry Purdesee went to Appa Sahib, and Purshotum daily visited 
“ him, and I went occasionally, but was not present during the conferences 
“ and secret consultations between Purshotum and A|)pa Sahib. Two or 
“ three days after our arrival a sword was taken out and sent to Appa Saliib. 

The C^arbarees of Appa Sahib arc Ainrut Row and Krishna Mow. Froin 
“ Joudpore we went to Scindia’s camp, and Appa Sahib gave us one hundred 
rupees and a mare. On our return we were robbed, and the papers and 
“ packets which Appa Sahib gave us were lost.” The witness gives a par- 
ticular account of the cx-Raja’s appearance. lie further says, “ When \ve 
“ were at Joudpore, Krishna Rao Raojee, Kedaree Mameca, and M'ittuo 
Pateykur, belonging to Elpjee Mohitch, were at that place, liaving’ arrived 
“ before us. Wc heard of Govind Row’s sei/ure while we were in the Ciwalior 
“ camp,” 

38. Hybiittee Palkur, the Sepoy, states : “ I have been a slave for twenty 
“ years in the Mareek family. About twenty-one months ago Hurry 
“ Purdesee arrived at Sattara from Joud])ore on the part (>1‘ Aj)pa vSahib, and 
“ when he returned I was directed to accompany Purshotum and Babjee. 

“ Wc had a beem containing a sw’ord, which was given to Ap])a Sahib on our* ^ 
“ arrival. We remained four months, Appa Sahib providing for our expenses.' 
“ On dismissing us lie gave pugrees and slielas and money. Hurry retnaiiied 
“ at Joudpore, and always lives w'ith Appa Sahib. We proceeded to Gwalior, 

“ taking a mare which Appa Saliib had given. On th.e w^ay back wc w'erc 
“ j obbcjd. We had no letters or j>aj)ers. Purshotum, w hen at .Joudpose, used 
constantly to visit Appa Sahib. I saw the three persons of Elojee Muhileh, 

“ alluded to by the last witness, while at Joud[)ore.” 

3f). Abba Mareek states : ‘'About tw^o years ago Hurry came from Joud- 
“ pore and resided with my family : he said he Came from Appa Sahib. / 

“ introduced him to the Jlqja of Sattara^ and Hurry said that Appa Sahib was 
“ well, and that negotiations were going on at Calcutta, and that an arrange- 
“ merit would soon be effected. Hurry, falling sick, remained two or three 
“ montlis, and when about to return he w’as again introduced to the Raja, 

“ wdio scut a message, saying, ‘ You ( Appa Sahib Bhonsleh ) and we are equally 
“ ‘ qp/irted or oppressed : our attention is Urwards you, and your attention should he 
“ ‘ towards us/ Hurry saw a sword, which I had got from the plunder of the 
“ armoury of Chundrapoor during tire war : he said it belonged to Appa 
“ Sahib, and it would please him if I sent it. It w^as scut concealed in a 
“ bec?ia. J^urshotum Carcoon and Hybuttee accompanied Hurry to Joudpore, 

“ and returned in a year. Purshotum informed me that he had a message 
“ from Appa Sahib to the Raja, and that he had given him money for his 
“ expenses and a nrare. The message related to Appa Sahib’s negotiations 
“ at Calcutta, and he communicated it to the Raja. When Hurry first met 
“ the Raja, he informed him Appa Sahib’s attention was directed tow^ards 
“ him. On the second occasion the Raja gave Ij^rry one hundred rupees 
“ for exj)ens(‘s, and said, ‘ Deliver our message to Ap|)a Sahib ; our attention 
“ ‘ has already been towards him, his should be towards us. In two or three 
‘ ycai\s every thiru^ will be as desired. By the mouth of FAojee Mohilelis 

“ ‘ people^ 
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** ^people, who come to hiniy all matters are made known to hhn.* Dinkur Row 
“ and deponent were present when the Raja thus spoke.” 

40. For nine years,” tlie witness said, “ communications with Appa Sahib 
“ have been goingf on through Elojee's people, and the. Raja directed me to 
“ send a man to ascertain whether they really went. On this 1 sent my man, 
** Wittoo Begania, to Joudpore, who met Appa Sahib, and came back to 
** Sattara, accompanied by Hurry. From Wittoo 1 learned that Elojee’s 

people did proceed to .Joudpore. 1 lurry hi'oaght a letter from Appa Sahib to 
*\ thc Alaharaj^ which was delivered in my presence by Hurry, IJifikur Jtoiv was 
presents and the Raja read it. Its contents w^ere, ‘ By directing our attention 
‘‘ ‘day and night towards the master’s feet we subsist : when the feet will be 
“ ‘ seen, that day will he auspicious.’ Neither the Raja’s name, nor that of 
“ A])pa Sahib were written in the letter, but it was written ‘ in the service.’ ” 
With respect to the second, the witness says: Appa Sahib had learned of 
“ the’ sword being in my possession. / consiilled the Alaharaj, irho said it 
“ should he sent, 'I’he beena was made in the (h)vernmcnt Store Khana by a 
“ carpenter named Kevulram, iinder the orders of Govind Row J)ewan. Pur- 
“ sliotuin, on his return, said t.liat Kedaree and Wittoo, Elojee’s people, were 
at JouHpore. 1 introduced Purshotum before his departure to Govind Row, 
“ who told liim to tell Apf)a Sahib, that hventy or twenty five lacs of rupees 
“ would be of use in the (roa ploty and the business would be successful. Appa 
“ Sahib sent word, in rephp that he had not so much money ; and that, if he had, 
“ he himself would have made an effort,'^ 

41. The witness further says: “The Maharaj said to Hurry, ‘The Roos 
“ ‘(Kussians) will come by w^ay of Roum, therefore, if there be an acquaint- 
“ ‘ ance between A[)[)a Sahib and the Roinewalla, he should send to the latter 
“ ‘ to |)erniit the Rooswalhi to pass with troops; and, for that purpose, mention 
“ ‘ also our name to the Uomowalla.’ 1 heard this, being near. Appa Sahib, 
“ \vhen told of this, rej)lied, ‘ An alliance has been formed between the Roos- 
“ ‘ waila and Ifornewalla : they are now' on terms of friendship, therefore the 
“ ‘Maharaj may do just as he likes.’ Purshotum told me thus, and I in- 

\y formed tlie Maharaj. Hurry w'as first introduced to the Raja at nine 
*“ o'clock at night ; and Dinkur Row was present. The letter Hurry brought 
“ was burned before us by the Raja’s orders. 7’owards the end of the 
“ meeting the Si na puttee and a Bralimin came in. The second interview 
“ also oecurred at night, and tlie day after Dinkur Row gave mo one hundred 
rupees for Hurry’s expenses. The Raja told ITurry to request Appa 
“ Sahib not to write any letters to him. Dinkur Row w'as present at the 
“ seeuiul int;erview\” 

42. Purshotum Anunt Gosavee states: — “ Tn the beginning of 1835-36, 
“ Appa Sahib (Marcek) iui'ormed me, that Govind Row intended to send me 
“ to Joudpore, Afterwards (loviud Row told me to go and tell Appa Sahib 
“ (Bhonsleh) to send twenty-five or thirty lacs to Sattara, so that a nego- 
“ tialion might be made for the arrangement of his raj, and that, if he sent 
“ the money, he should depute some one in his confidence. Govind Row 
“ cautioned me not to mention this message to any one. I set out with 
“ Hurry, a servant of the Bhonsleh, Hybuttee and Babjee Despandy. Govind 
“ Row said to me, * I am going to give a beena, in wdiieh there is a sw'ord, 
“ ‘take it with you.’ Next day, as I heard, he sent the beena to the Mah- 
" reeks. Abba Marcek also said, there Avas a sw'ord in the beena, Aftcr- 
“ wards we w'cnt to Joudpore, and sent the beena to A|)j)a Sahib. 1’he* 
“ second or third day after our arrival, I delivered Govind Row’s message to 
“ Appa Sahib, who said he had not the money, but that after he was re- 
“ established some means might be found out. Wc remained at Joudpore 
“three months, Appa Sahib supplying provisions: W'C daily visited him.” 
Deponent then describes Appa Sahib’s Carbarees, and where he resided. He 
says: — “We left for Scindia’s cain]> with letters from Appa Sahib, but the 
“ persons to w hom they >fcre addressed would not receive them. On our way 
“ i>aQk to Sattara w'e were plundered. When wc reached Sattara in Novem- 
“ beror December 1836, Govind Row was a prisoner in cantonments.” 
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43. The witness further says When Govind Row gave me the message 
“ about the twenty-five lacs, he informed me the money was required to 
“ obtain the troops of the Gomantucwala, to take Nagpore, and re-establish 
“ him on his raj. Appa Sahib said, he had neither the money nor credit ; but 

a few days after said, he would make an attempt to obtain it from Maun 
Sing of Joudpore, to which I objected. Kedaree and Wittoo arrived at 
Joudporc eight days before we did. I saw them there: a Carkoon of 
“ Elojee’s, named Krushna Rao Digumber, was also at Joudpore. Hurry 
** informed me that the Maharaj had sent a message to Appa Sahib, to the 
effect that the Rooswalla were trying to come here with troops, but that the 
Romewalla refused them a passage through their dominions, and therefore 
** that, if he (Appa Sahib) had any combination with the Romewalla, he must 
manage to obtain a passage for the Rooswala, whose forces would then come 
and the business would be accomplished. Hurry delivered this message, 

“ but not in my presence ; Appa Sahib, however, alluded to it, and observed, 

•* that the Raja of Sattara might have got his information from some Parsees, 

“ of Bombay, but that the Rooswalla and Romewalla liad formed an alliance 
and were on friendly terms, and that whatever the Maharaj might have to 
do he might do. 1 informed Abba Mareek to this effect on my return to 
Sattara. Appa Sahib (Bhonsleh) gave two letters ; one to Govind Row, 

“ merely complimentary, the other to Abba Mareek, jocular, and alluding 
“ to their former acquaintance at Nagpore. Of both these we were robbed 
on the journey.” 

44. Wittoo, son of Sukhojee Bogania, in substance states: — ‘‘ About three 
years ago, in Bhadrapud (Aiigust-September) my master Abba Sahib 
Mareek, said to me, ‘ Go to Joudpore, and ask Appa Sahib Blior.sich, whe- 
‘ ther or not people from Elojec Mohiteh come to him, and tell him you 

‘‘ ‘have been directed to ascertain this, and return.’ I set off, reached Joud- 
“ pore after the Dcwallec. As I had no letter, 1 could not have an interview 
“ with Appa Sahib for fifteen days. Afterwards, I delivered the message to 
“him. He answered, ‘Elojee’s people always conic.’ He gave me six 
“ rupees for expenses, and sent back with me his man TTurry, giving him ^ 
“ nine rupees and a letter. I had inquired beforehand of Appa Sahib’s people, 

“ and heard that Elojee’s people were in the habit of coming and going, 

“ Afterwards Hurry and I set off, and arrived at Sattara by the end of 
“ Fatgoon (Fcbruary-March) before the Parwa (new year's day of Shalwasi) 

“ two and a quarter years ago. I communicated wliat I had heard to my 
“ master. Appa Sahib gave me two spangled turbans for my master’s use.” 
Deponent describes the Bhonsleh's ajipearance, dress, and residence; and 
slates, that a Brahmin, named Amrut Rao, was his Dewan. 


45, The above evidence relates to the communications that form the second 
head of the historic sketch with which 1 prefaced the abstract, and, I conceive, 
completely establishes the facts which I there stated. This evidence was, for 
the most part, obtained by Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans, before the evidence 
relating to the series of communications by means of Elojee, which com- 
menced earlier in the order of time. It will, indeed, have been observed, that 
the communications through Abba sprung out of a wish which the Raja 
entertained, to know whether those through Elojec were truly represented 
to him. The practice of employing, in cases of moment and secrecy, onas^et 
of agents to test the fidelity of another, is, as I shall hereafter nWc fully 
.remark, quite familiar to the policy of the Native rulers of India. I will now 
proceed to the evidence of the communications through Elojee, merely 
observing further, with respect to the whole case, that if we had the means 
of knowing the various communications that have passed between the ex- 
Raja of Nagpore and the Government of India, I think it not improbable that 
a good deal of light would be thrown on some parts of the present case which 
are now obscure, and that the general truth of the case, as it stands in evi- 
dence, would thereby be confirmed. 

4(), The following is the sc ’ stance of the evidence of Appajee Jhadovv, the 
first witness who speaks of tiu, intercourse carried on through the medium of 
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Elojee Mohitch. He has been in Elojee’s service for five years. About SATTARA 
five years since a Jassood, named Seoram, came to Sattara from Appa Sahib PAPERS. 
Bhonsleh. He was first taken by Elojee to the Senaputtoe’s house, and Miluito 
** from thence to the Raja’s palace, where a private conference was held. bytheGovernc 
Two months after this a domestic, named Kedaree, in Elojee’s service, 24 May 18S8 
“ was sent with Seoram to Joudpore. This was about four years since. He 
** returned with a slave boy of Appa Sahib’s, named Bhundoo, who met the 
“ Raja of Sattara, and was sent back to Joudpore with Wittoo Pateykur, 

** another servant of Elojee. Wittoo was sent back by Appa Sahib with 
a person called Borneykur (this was about two years ago) and Wittoo was 
** introduced to the Maharaj. About a year since, a Brahmin, together with 
“ Wittoo and Kedaree, were sent to Joudpore with letters from the Maliaraj. 

“ Wittoo and Kedaree returned from Krishna, bringing ten or eleven pair of 
shoes, two of which were for the Raja and his brother and the rest for the 
“ Mohiteh family. They returned one month before Govind Row was seized. 

“ Afterwards Krishna was concealed for two months in the house of Dhondoo 
Katway, at Goway. I also heard from servants, t/iat the shoes and some 
“ letters were then burned, Dinkur Row swore Wittoo and Kedaree on the water's 
“ of the Krishna and the Bel Bliundar, not to mention any where the circumstances 
“ regarding Joudpore, Jhis oath was taken in my prescncCy after Govind Row 
“ Dewan had been removed to Poona f 

47. The above witness, it will be observed, gives to the person who accom- 
panied W’^ittoo and Kedaree from Joudpore to Sattara the last time, the name 
of Krishna. lie describes the man so particularly, that he must have felt 
certain about the individual ; but Wittoo, Kedaree, Abba Marcek, and last, 
but not least, Dhondee Katoo, the person in whose house that individual was 
concealed, call him Bhikoo. It also appears, that he was concealed only six 
or eight days, instead of two months, as Appajee stales. These discrepancies, 
however, do not seem to me material ; -and the difference of names may, per- 
haps, amount to nothing, it being common with the natives to bear several 
names. 

48. On the above information from Abbajee, Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans 
sent persons to bring direct to him the servants Kedaree and Wittoo Patey- 
kur, blit found that they were not forthcoming. He was then obliged to 
apply to the Raja, and after a delay of several days they were produced. 

Here, therefore, the opportunity of tampering with the witnesses was afforded, 
if to any one, to the Raja and his party. • 

49. Wittoo Pateykur slates : I have for seven or eight years served 

“ Elojee Mohiteh as a khidmutgar. About four years ago, Kedaree Mania 
“ and 1 yvere sent to deliver a letter to Appa Sahib Bhonsleh, who gave a letter 
“ in return, which we delivered to Elojee at Sattara. About eighteen 
“ months since (that is from August 1837) we were again sent to Joudpore, 

“ to deliver a letter from Elojee to Appa Sahib. Raojee Digiimber 

accompanied us ; and seven or eight days after our arrival, Abba Mareck’s 
Carcoon Purshotum, with Huba, a servant, and Babjee Brahmin,, arrived at 
“Joudpore, and gave a beena to Appa Sahib. When we returned, Appa 
“ Sahib sent Bhikoo Ilurkaru with us to Sattara. A month after this, Govind 
“ Row was seizedy when Bhikoo was concealed for eight days in the house of 
“ Phomlee KateeUy and then sent away to Jondpovi . 

50. WliQii we- first went to Joudpore, Elojee sent messages to Appa 
“ Sahib regarding family matters. When we n turned after our second visit, 

“Elojee, Kedaree, and myself, went to the ^ alace and met the Mediaraj, 

" and the letter was delivered to him by El jce. The Raja asked after 
“ Appa Sahib, and opened and read the letter. O i each of our visits to Joud- 
“ pore, Appa Sahib gave us two packets.” 

51. Tftis witness at firfet stated, that on the oecasioft of his return from 
Joudpore the first time, he did not go to the palaxie; but, on being further 
asked he admitted that he had said this falsely, and that he had then visited 
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the Maharaj and seen the Bhonsleh’s letter delivered. In conclusion^ he re- 
capitulated in substance as follows : — 

1st. Seoram came from Joudpore, and Kedaree Mania accompanied him 

back thither.” 

2d. “ Kedaree returned to Sattara, and Bhudoo came with him from Joud- 

pore.” 

3d. “ Bhudoo went back. I accompanied him, delivered Elojee's letter 
“ to Appa Sahib, and remained at Joudpore two months.” 

4th. “ 1 returned to Sattara, and Appa Sahib sent the Borneykur with me. 
“ I went to the palace with Elojee, and fjave him the packets from Appa 
“ Sahib, and he gave them to the Maharaj.” 

5th. “ Kedaree, the Carcoon, Raojee, and I, wen^ to Joudpore.” 

Gth. ** Kedaree returned to Sattara with Bhikoo.” 

52. Kedaree Mameea. I have been khidmutgar to Elojee Mohiteh 
“ for seven years. About five years since, I and Wittoo Pateykur were sent 
“ to Joudpore with a letter to Appa Ssthib, which we delivered. After a 
“ month Appa Sahib gave a reply, and we returned to Sattara, vid Baroda, 
“ Broach, and Poona, and gave the letter to Elojee. On a second occasion, 
“ Elojee sent me and Wittoo with a letter to Appa Sahib, and in company 
“ with Raojee Carcoon we went to Joudpore and delivered it. After our arrival 
“ there, Abba Marcek’s Carcoon, Purshotum, with Babjec Brahmiu and 
“ riuba, servant, and a Ilurkaru of Appa Sahib, came to Joudpore from 
“ Sattara. Tliey remained four months, when Appa Sahib sent his own hur- 
“ karu with Purshotum, and they went to Scindia’s camp. A month after 
“ this Appa Sahib dismissed us, and gave us some shoes, two turbans, and a 
“ letter, which were given to Elojee. Bhikoo Avas sent with us. ** A month 
“ alter our return Govind Row was seized, on which Bhikoo was concealed 
“ ci<j;ht days in the house of Dhondcc Katia, of Govey^ and then sent back to Joud- 


53. “ When wc first went to Joudpore, Elojee sent a message about a 
“ faniily dispute, and Appa Sahib sent one in reply, telling him to be easy, 
“ as ho Iiad written to the Maharaj. On the second occasion, in reply to a 
“ similar message, Appa Sahib sent word that he had written to the Maharaj, 
“ and that by speaking to the Sahib, he himself would soon come to Sattara, 
“ and having had an interview with the Maharaj, would afterwards proceed to 
“^Nagpore.” 

•54. On a subsequent examination, the witness says: “ At the time of leaving 
“ .loudpore after the first visit, Appa Sahib told us to inform the Maharaj that 
“ ‘ lie understood the message sent by Jihundia, but the Maharaj sliould not 
“ ‘ act so : it niust be some one who has stirred the Maharaj up, but ht should 
“ ‘ listen to tliis. For fifteen or sixteen years I have had experience in the mat- 
“ ‘ ter, by going amongst Ilajasand Rajwaras (princes and chiefs), therefore this 
“ ‘ should not be done. The Maharaj is master, my humble advice is thus. 
“ ‘ After this, if the Sirkar does it, it will be the Sirkar’s will. I have also 
‘ commenced a negotiation with Calcutta for my own arrangement, which 
“ ‘ will be effected about the Dussera or Dewalec, and I shall reside wherever 
“ ‘ the Sahibs consent; but 1 will come to Sattara, and visit the Maharaj’s 
“ ‘ leet.’ This message I delivered to the Maharaj : Elojee was present, 
“ but no fourth person.” 

55. “ On our returning from the second visit to Joudpore, the letter of Appa 
“ Salvb was delivered to th Maharaj in my presence.” At first the deponent 
denied this, at the instigation, as he says, of Elojee, who once or twice 
directed that the Maharaj’s name should not be mentioned, or that any letter 
had been given to the Maharaj ; therefore he made a false statement. In con- 
clusion, the witness recapitulates, with little variation, the various journcyings 
of the agents to and /ro .between Joudpore and Sattara, as detailed b^ the last 
witiutss Wittoo ; adding, that they delivered a message to the Maharaj, after 
their second return from Joudpore, very similar to the one above-mentioned. 

56. Dhoondee 
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66. Dhoondee Kattia» a camelman for six years in Elqjee’s service, states: 
— I have heard of Kedaree and Wittoo being sent to Joiidpore, and their 

returning with Bhikoo Hurkaru. A month after this Govind Row was 
“ seized, when Bhikoo was concealed in my house at Goway for eight days, and 
“ then sent back to Joudpore. When Abba Mareek was seized, Elojee sent 
off Wittoo and Kedaree for Nagpore, but they returned to Goway and I 
brought them to the Sahib.” 

67. At this stage of the inquiry Elojee Mohiteh was himself summoned, 
and the importance of this witness leads me to give a pretty full abstract of 
his evidence. 

58. Six years ago,** the witness says, ‘‘Appa Sahib (the Bhonsleh) sent 
“ me by Bliudca a letter about our respective welfare, and also desiring some 
“ betel-nuts and cardamoms to be sent to him. I wrote an answer regarding 
“ my welfare, and after keeping Bhudea a month or two, I sent him back 
with a seer of cardamoms. Afterwards, a dispute arising in my house 
between the brothers, I sent Kedaree Mania and Wittoo Pateykur to Appa 
“ Sahib, now about four years ago* with a letter, in wdiich I begged him to 
“ intercede with the Maharaj in my favour. Appa Sahib sent two letters in 
“ teply ; one to the Raja, which I delivered, and one to myself: he also 
“ wrote to my mother and to.Dinkur Row. Afterwards, my mother leaguing 
“ with Dinkur Row against me, removed to the Raja’s ])alace with the family 
gold, jewels, and clothes; therefore, in the beginning of 1836, I again sent 
Wittoo and Kedaree to Joudpore with letters to Appa Sahib. 1’hey returned 
with replies, and a domestic of Appa Sahib, named Bhikoo. They brought 
“ a letter to me, enclosing one to the Maharaj, which I delivered to him, 
“ Dinkur Row alone being present in a private place. This was in August 
1836. The letter stated, that I ought to obtain my property, referred to 
“ negotiations in progress at Calcutta regarding Appa Sahib’s own affairs, 
and observed, that the Governor General was coming to Ajmere, that he 
(A|)[)a Sahib) would soon return to his native jdacc, and that afterwards he 
“ would have an interview with the Maharaj by suitable means. 

50. ** Afterwards Govind Row was seized, in August or September 1838. 
“ An alarm prevailed ; and tlie Maharaj told me to destroy all letters 7XTeivcd 
*^\from Joudpore, from first to last, ayid some shoes and turbans received from 
“ Appa Sahib of Bhikoo. The letters were burned, and I eat the shoes in pieces 
“ ujid threw them into the well of Narrain Bow. The Maharaj promised to 
“ make my mother give up the ])roperty, and observed, * Do you entirely 
“ ‘ destroy all the letters.’ Bhikoo, after Govind Row’s seizure, was con- 
“ coaled six days in the house of Dhundec Katia, by directions, and was then 
“ told to return to .Toudpore. 

60. Lately, when Abba Mareek was seized, I sent, by the Maharaj’s 
“ direciions, Wittoo and Kedaree to Nagpore, with a letter to my son ante- 

dated fifteen days. They set out, but were attacked with fever and brought 
“ back a few days since. I went to the Maharaj privately and said, ‘ Let 
‘Appa Sahib’s letter, which I delivered, be given back, then I will go and 
^ say to the Sahib it has not been delivered.’ The Raja replied^ that it was 
“ not at hand. Three days after I sent a message, to the same effect, to 
“ Dinkur Row, and received for answer ‘ You are all day telling stories like 
“ ‘ a woman, and asking for the letter. What is this? the letter has not 
“ ‘ remained with us.’ Dinkur Row said the Raja was angry.” 

61. On a subsequent day the witness deposes: — “ Bhudea was sent here 
“ by Appa Sahib to inquire about the death ^'f my younger brother. The 
“ Maharaj directed me to bring the Ilurkaru, a d I therefore introduced him. 
“ Tlie Maharaj asked after Moodhojee, and l>h» dea informed him that nego- 
“ tiations w^erc going on at Calcutta, and that, v/hen completed, Appa Sahib 
“ would proceed to Nagpore. The Maharaj again directed me to. bring 
“ Bhudea to him when he was to depart for Joudpore. After two months I 
** took Bhudea to the Raj«a, who directed him to deliver the following message 

to Appa Sahib. ‘ Thence armies are to come here : when they come, you 
^ ‘ (Appa 
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SATTARA “ * (Appa Sahib Bhonsleh) should come with them. At the time of coming, 
PAPERS. << * collecting some troops come here.’ This message was delivered at night. 
Minute between five and six years ago. When Wittoo and Kedaree returned from 

the Governor, “ Joudpore four years ago, Appa Sahib sent a message by the latter to the 
24 May 1838. “ Raja, as follows: — ‘The Maharaj sent a message by Bhudea, but the 

“ ‘ Maharaj should not give occasion for making such a war : it must be some 
“ ‘ one who may thus have stimulated the Maharaj. I have had experience 
“ ‘for fifteen or sixteen years in these schemes, and have gone to Rajas and 
“ ‘ Rajwarras, but no one has given me any assurance; so tell him. But he 
“ is a master; as it may suit his will so he may do.’ Kedaree at night 
delivered this message to the Raja in my presence, as also the letter in my 
favour, which the Raja read and then burned. • 

62. “ Afterwards, when Wittoo and Kedaree went together to Joudpore, 
“ the Raja was not informed. Bhikoo came back with them, bringing the shoes 
“ and turbans, and a letter for the Maharaj. After the seizure of Govind 
“ Row, the Raja desired me to tear up all the letters and papers that he had 
“ ever received froni the Bhonsleh; which was done accordingly. Again, on 
“ the day after the apprehension of Abba Mareek, the Raja desired me to 
“ send Wittoo and Kedaree to my son at Nagpore. When W'ittoo and Ke- 
“ daree went to Joudpore, Krustna Raojee, who is related to a Carcoon of 
“ mine, happened to be going to Benares. I said to him, ‘ In a few days I am 

going to send two domestics to Joudpore: do you also go to Joudpore, 
“ ‘ and get Appa Sahib to write in my favour, on the family dispute, to the 
“ ‘ Maharaj, and send the letter here by those domestics, and then go on to 
“ ‘ Benares.’ This he promised to do, and set off. The two domestics set out 
“ fifteen days after, but they fell in with him on the road, and all went to 
Joudpore together.” 

63. On a still subsequent day, the witness being told that his statement as 
to the departure of Krustna Raojee for Joudpore^ did not agree with that of 
his domestics, deposed as follows: “ When Wittoo and Kedaree went, the 
“ Maharaj said, ‘ Within two years and a half, or three years, an army will 
“ ‘ be assembled here : the Bhonsleh also, collecting troops, should come here. 
“ ‘ Send this message by your Carcoon, who is going to Joudpore.’ I gave 
“ this message to Raojee Carcoon, and sent him and the domestics together, 
“ and wrote a letter, in which I referred Appa Sahib to the Carcoon for a ver- 
“ bal communication. Wittoo and Kedaree, on returning from Joudpore, 
“ brought back letter, in which was enclosed a note to the Raja in Appa 
“ Sahib’s own bandwriting, as follows : ‘ The message sent by the Maharaj has 

reached me. As to this, the Maharaj should not do this thing. I have wan- 
“ ‘ dered into many countries amongst princes and chiefs, but no one has afforded 
“ ‘ me a shelter, and I have tried many such risings. After this, you are master: 

‘ your servant has written for the purpose of giving a hint. My negotiation is 
“ ‘ directed towards the Lord Sahib (Governor General) : I also will soon come 
to meet the Raja. Afterwards, whatever place may be pointed out, there I 
“ ‘ shall remain.’ 1 went with Kedaree and Wittoo to the Maharaj, and de- 
“ livered this packet, which he read : the note was then burned. After which 
“ Dinkiir Row was sent for; and the Maharaj taking him by the hand went 
“ into the Mahal.” The deponent adds: “ I did not at first state all these 
“ particulars, and gave a false account of the departure of Raojee Carcoon, 

“ because the Maharaj had said to me, ‘ Our name in any respect should not 
“ ‘ be mentioned.’ But what I now state is true.” 

» 

64. On the last day of his examination, the witness being called on to state 
fully the times and circumstances of these several missions, speaks distinctly : 
1st. To Scoram’s arrival at Sattara about eight years ago. 2d. To his 
coming a second time, about six and a half years since, with letters to Din- 
kur Row, his mother, and himself, which were shewn to the Raja. 3d. To 
Kedarce’s accompanying Seoram on his return to Joudpore, on a suggestion from 
the Raja, to the effect stated in paragraph 9 of this minute. 4th. To Kedaree 
returning to Sattara with Bhudea, bringing with him five letters, the same that 
arc referred to in the lOtli paragraph of this minute. 6th. To Bhudea^s, re- 
turn 
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turn to Joudpore with Wittoo, charged with a message to the following effect 
from the Raja to Appa Sahib: Our army is to come from thence; with 
** tjiem, having collected Irgops, do you come with them. We have com- 

menced an effort from hence : you should make preparations there and 
** make war with the English, we will assemble troops here.” 0th. To Wit- 
too’s returning with the Borneykur, a domestic of Appa Sahib’s, with a 
sealed letter for the Maharaj, enclosing a note, in Appa Sahib’s handwriting, 
of the nature above described. 7th. To the Borneykur returning alone to 
Joudpore. 8th. To the mission of Kedaree, Wittoo, and the Carcoon Krustna 
Row, with a message by the latter from the Maharaj to Appa Sahib, as fol- 
lows : For how many days setting thus is the time to be spent? Half of 
“ our life is nearly gone ! How many days more have we to live ? Let us 
** die acquiring fame. Whilst exerting ourselves, if we die, we go to heaven ; 
“ but to sit idle is not good. A message was sent to you once or twice, but 

still nothing appears on your part. Now, until our appointed time, two years 

or two years and a half remain. Now even collect troops and come here : 

our armies are also to assemble from hence, therefore you also should come 
“ at that juncture/’ 9th and lastly. To Wittoo and Kedaree returning to Sat- 
tara in July 1830 with Bliikoo, bringing a letter to the Raja from Appa Sahib, 
in his owr^ handwriting, dissuading the Raja from his designs; and to the 
Raja’s instructions on Govind Row’s seizure, that Bliikoo should be sent away 
immediately. 

Go. Such, in a condensed form, is the evidence of Elojee Mohitch and his 
servants. Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans observes, respecting it, in his letter of 
the 7th August 1837 ; “ The ditficulty that has been experienced in extract- 
“ ing the truth, will be evident from the several dates of these examinations; 
“ but I have every reason to believe that the final answers, as recorded in 
“ those depositions* contain a true account of these secret communications.” 

CG. In accordance with rtie above remark, I wish particularly to mention, 
that the force and eff’ect of the evidence of Elojee, and of the two servants 
Wittoo Pateykur and Kedaree, respectively, wdll not be properly appreciated, 
unless we bear in mind that these persons, during the two or three days [ire- 
ceding the earliest of their examinations, liad ample opportunity to concert a 
story ; that, after the examination commenced, they had no means of commu- 
nicating together or of knowing what had been deposed to by each other; that 
when a material contradiction appeared, Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans stated to 
the w itness under examination, that the correctness of liis account was doubted, 
and desired him to recollect himself, but without endeavouring to lead him, 
and far less to gain any particular answer by urgency or intimidation. This 
afipears from the questions wdiicli arc recorded, and from the assurance of 
Lieuteiiant-Colonel Ovans that these witnesses, in their difi’erciit examinations, 
w ere simply requested to state the truth, and that no inducement w as held 
out to them ; except that if they did so, they had nothing to fear. The high 
character of Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans is a sufficient guarantee, that tliis 
statement exactly conveys the spirit iii w^hich the examination w^as con- 
ducted. 

G7. This being premised, I beg to refer to the examinations, as shewing 
that the witness Elojee, and his two servants already mentioned, did, to 
some extent, concert a story, 'with the view of giving to facts wdiich w'cre per- 
haps too notorious to be denied, or which they might conceive to be already 
known to the Acting Resident through other channels, as unsuspicious an air 
as possible. All three begin their evidence with the same untruth, namely, 
tliat there were but two missions sent to Appa Saliib by Elojee, and that 
Wittoo and Kedaree were the messengers sent on both occasions. It is quite 
evident, that Elojee was desirous of having it believed that these merely 
were the only messengers he had ever formally sent, and his reason for so 
desiring is plain. He wished to make it appear that the communications that 
had passed, through his means, with Appa Sahib, purely turned on some 
family disputes, and that the Bhonsleh had written to the Raja only on the 
same subject. It w’as, in each case, only by repeated examinations and slow 
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C8. It will be seen that, in each instance, the messenger sent, whether from 
Sattara or Joudpore, was accompanied back by a messenger deputed from the 
other side. The adoption of this mode of proceeding seems' to me to mark, 
that secrets of some importance Avere passing to and fro; but I notice the cir- 
cumstance only with reference to the concurrence of the testimonies of the 
several witnesses. 

69 . Perhaps it may be asked, in what way, if the master and his servants 
had concocted a story and were desirous of suppressing the real events of the 
case, I account for the rather remarkable fact that each of them, before he is 
cross-examined at all, discloses one very suspicious circumstance, namely, 
that on the apprehension of Goyind Row, Bhikoo, who had come as a mes- 
senger from Joudpore, was carefully concealed for six or eight day§, and then 
sent privately away ? Was this, it may be said, a part of the story agreed on ? 
And, if so, does it not prove that they were resolved to bring suspicion on the 
Raja, and that their unwillingness to criminate him was only affected ? 

70. It is not possible, nor do I think it necessary, to solve every particular 
difficulty which this case, like jnost cases depending on multiplied testimony, 
may present. All that can be fairly required is, to shew that the difficujty is 
explicable, and therefore ought not to be made a ground for disbelief. Why 
the witnesses chose to volunteer the statement of Bhikoo’^ concealment, I can 
only conjecture; but there is a circumstance which so naturally accounts for 
their conduct, that I cannot help pointing it out. * Bhikoo, it will be observed, 
was concealed in the house of Dhondee Katia, at Gow^ay, a village in the 
neighbourhood of Sattara. Now Dhondee Katia had, ps far as appears, no 
connection whatever w'ith these intrigues, except from his having so harboured 
Bhikoo; yet he had been examined by Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans three or 
four days before the other three witnesses. In truth, he was examined to the 
very point of the concealment of Bhikoo, and disclosed both the fact and the 
cause of it ; and though he might not choose to make this publicly known, 
yet as he was not kept in confinement, the circumstance of his having been 
examined must have been notorious, and the matter of it easily be guessed by 
Elojee and the other two servants. I can therefore very well believe, that they 
resolved, on the princi{)le of making a virtue of necessity, to disclose what 
they knew to have been disclosed already. 

71. In like manner, wdien Elojtc made the statement that, on the appre- 
hension of Govind Row, the Raja directed him to burn the letters and presents 
wliich liad been received from Joudpore, I do not think that this necessarily 
proves either his candour or his willingness to inculpate the Raja. Elojee 
would scarcely be ignorant that Appajee, who was a dismissed servant of his 
own, and wlio knew of that business, had already been examined by Lieute- 
nant-Colonel Ovans. Hopeless, therefore, of the suppression of the fact, he 
might think that his best plan was to state it, and might persuade himself, 
that the alarm which it plainly proved to have been cai^sed in the Raja’s mind 
by the seizure ol' Govind Row, would not be set down to the score of a guilty 
consciousness. 

72. In the fourth paragraph of Mr. Secretary Macnaghten’s letter, dated 
tlie 2d October last, it is observed, '‘The evidence relative to the alleged 
“ intercourse of the Raja of Sattara with t-hc ex- Raja of Nagpore is, in the 
“ opinion of his Lordship in Council, in the highest degree suspicious. The 
“ alleged communication between Elojee Bapoo and the ex- Raja is admitted 
“ to have originated in some domestic concern. The evidence of that indi- 

vidival and his servant are full of discrepancies ; and it was only after 

“ repeated 


degrees, that Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans eficited the dates of the several mis- 
sions and the names of the messengers ; and when it is observed, that in each 
case, the apparently concerted story having been abandoned, if the witnesfes, 
who had no mutual intercourse since they were first put under examination, 
give with trivial differences the same general statement of the several missions 
and messengers, and that this statement agrees with the original statement of 
Appajee, I cannot but look at the coincidence as very remarkable. 
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repeated cross-examinations that' they were induced to implicate the Raja 
of Sattara as having any knowledge of the communication. It is remarkable 
that Elojee is represented as having been the person through whose means 
** the intercourse between the Raja of Sattara and the ex-Raja of Nagpore 
“ was first set on foot; and yet the two witnesses, Abba Mareek and his 
servant Wiltoo deposed, that the latter was sent to Joudpore to ask whether 
“ Elojee Bapoo sent people there.” 

73. i cannot but think, that when the Governor General is aware of the 
whole of the evidence in this case, he will alter the view of it intimated in the 
above-quoted passage. With regard to the mode of examination pursued, I 
would, with deference, refer to the words which I have cited from Lieutenant- 
Colonel Ovans in the sixty-sixth paragraph of this minute. The cross- 
examinations of Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans were of the mildest kind. Even 
had they been of rougher character, however, I conceive that this would not 
necessarily be objectionable in the case of unwilling witnesses, and those, too. 
Native witnesses ; and that the testimony of such witnesses should not be set 
aside, merely because it is obtained with difficulty, or is full of discrepancies, 
but, on the contrary, may be very valuable, in spite of those circumstances. 

74. I have already admitted it' to be probable, that Elojee and his servants, 
Wittoo and Kedarec, concerted their story. How far this circumstance de- 
stroys their credibility may perhaps appear from the comments which I have 
ventured to offer on it. 1 certainlj*^ should, from a mere perusal of their 
evidence, come to the same conclusion with that drawn by Lieutenant-Colonel 
Ovans, who had the advantage of examining them personally , and whose sense 
and penetration none can doubt ; namely, that they were reluctant to disclose 
what they knew, so far as they had concerted their evidence, therefore it was 
with a view not to. criminate but to. benefit the Raja; but having, in fact, 
concerted it, the truth could not possibly be elicited from them except by 
dint of repeated cross-examinations. Induced, at length, by the skill of their 
examiner, to make a fuller discovery than they had intended ; and adopting 
this course by degrees, the inevitable consequence was, that they repeatedly 
contradicted, not oifly each other but themselves. In the sequel, however, as 
I have before remarked, the coincidence of their statements is even remark- 
able, though such statements materially differ from those with which they set out. 

7i5. I think it highly probable, that the intercourse between Elojee and 
' the Bhonsleh originated in the family connexion which subsisted between 
them. But this does not, in the least, invalidate the supposition, that the 
Raja of Sattara availed himself of tfiat intercourse, to enter into communica- 
tions with the Bhonsleh of a very different kind. On the contrary, if we 
believe, what I consider as clearly proved in the Goa and Dharwar cases, 
that the Raja was eagerly looking round for allies and associates, in his wild 
designs of independence, nothing could be more natural than that he should 
take advantage of the opening which the correspondence between his con- 
fidential friends, the Mohitehs, and the Bhonsleh, afforded him, to endeavour 
to engage the latter in those designs. I would even go further and say, that 
the facility of qpmmunicating with the Bhonsleh through the channel of the 
Mohitehs, might lead tlie Raja into such a communication, which otherwise, 
as being with a dethroned and captive prince, he would perhaps not have 
taken the trouble to originate. 

76. It is with reluctance that I enter so far into the reasonings on the 
probabilities of the case ; but, where arguments of that nature, are used on 
one side, it is not unfitting to shew that similar arguments may be opposed to 
them. In this view, I cannot help repeating an observation which was made 
in the seventh paragraph of this minute, and which tends to shew, that the 
private and the political negotiations between the Bhonsleh, on the one hand, 
and the Sattara party on the other, were not only consistent, but that the 
private negotiation is made more intelligible, by the supposition of the political 
intrigue having been blended with it, than if considered simply by itself. The 
private correspondence originated in family disputes about property among the 
member^^ of the Mohiteh family ; and it is distinctly stated, that the Raja of 

Sattara, 



224 


MINUTES OF THE 


S ATTAR A 
PAPERS. 

Minjule 

by tlie Governor 
24 JVIay 18S8. 


Sattara, the patron of the family, sided openly with Diiikur Row against 
Elojee. On one occasion, the Raja even permits the mother of the family^ 
bringing with her all the family gold and jewels, to take up her residence in 
, his own palace, with the view of depriving Elojee of what he asserted to 
be his rights. Under these circumstances, Elojee sent special messengers, 
in repeated instances, to Joudpore, to pray the intercession of the Bhonsleh, 
not merely with his mother and brother, but with the Raja of Sattara; and 
not only does Elojee attach the greatest weight to such intercession, but 
the intercession itself, if the witnesses are to be believed, is made in terms 
almost of authority. Considering the Bhonsich merely as a prisoner for life in a 
foreign territory, at the distance of many hundred miles from Sattara, and as 
totally iinconnecrtetl with the Sattara Raja, what could authorize him to inter- 
fere with a decision pronounced by the Raja, in a question between his High- 
ness’s own dependents? The manners and feelings of Hindoos arc, in many 
respects, so ])eculiar, and so little to be estimated by European standards, 
that J will not speak positively on the subject ; but it certainly would appear 
to me less surprising, that the Bhonsleh sliould have influence with the Raja, 
if the fact was that the Raja calculated, however absurdly, on deriving great 
aid from him, in the accomplishment of the ambitious projects which, with 
e(jual or greater absurdity, his Highness entertained. 

77. In the letter of Mr. Macnaghten, before alluded to, it is pointed out as 
remarkable, that the intercourse between the Sattara Raja and the Bhonsleh 
sliould have been at first set on foot through Elojee, and yet that Wittoo 
Rogana should have been sent to Joudpore, to ask whether Elojee sent 
people to that place. Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans observes on this remark, 
that the practice of espionage (or, as I should rather call it, of espionage on 
espionage) is habitual to the Sattara diybar. “ It cannot, for instance, be 
“ doubted,” he says, “ that llungoba is employed by the Raja in Bombay ; 
“ yet 1 know that others have been sent as spies over him, and with orders to 
** report direct on his proceedings. In the Goa case, too, it will be seen that 

tliis practice was followed with regard to Nago Dcorao, though there was no 

doubt of his being there on the part of the Raja.” I cunnot help adding a 
circumstance singularly confirmatory of the above remark. A correspondence 
has been handed up to l.ieutenant-Colonel Ovans, as having past between the 
Raja and Dr. Milne, and is now before me, in which Dr. Milne, the admitted 
agent of the Raja, strongly protests against the practice of his Highness, in 
employing other agents independent of him, the Doctor. 

78. The practice to which Lieutenanf-Colonel Ovans alludes is, I believe, 
familiar to the diplomacy of India ; and, were there time for the search, I 
liave no doubt that specific instances could easily be found. In fact, it is the 
natural fruit of a refined system of espionage. Employing secret emissaries 
ill works of deceit and treachery, the Asiatic politician naturally comes to 
dread the yierfection of his own tools, and attempts to guard himself against 
their infidelity by causing them to clieck each other. It is well known, that 
the Emperor Aurungzebe was habitually suspicious of the agents who conducted 
his perfidious intrigues, even where they were his own sons; ^nd my belief is, 
that every one of them was vsubjected to secret supervision : but unable, in the 
haste of the present moment, to consult authorities, I only state this as highly 
probable. The practice, however, is not confined to Asia. The “spied spy ”* 
I believe to be a sufficiently common character in Eurojie, though, from the very 

nature 

I 

* The poliry here described certainly seems to have boon practised in Paris at the time alluded to, 
if we may trust the works of ]\l-de noiirrieiine and Fouche. “The Consul,” says the latter, “daily 
“ received four bulletins of separate police establishments, derived from different ejuarters, and which 
“ he was enabled to compare togetlier, without mentioning the reports of his privately-accredited 
“ correspondents.” The reason why Honaparte formed what he called his ** Secret Police,” which 
was different from the police managed by Fouche, is given by M.de Rourrienne. “ Bonajjarte had 
“ the weakness at once to fear Fouclie and to think him necessary.” Fouche, however, himself prac- 
tised the same device. lie says, “ that, in order to know all Bonaparte's proceedings, he bought 
“ the private intelligence of Bonaparte's Secretary for 35,000 francs u month, and that of Josephine 
“ herself for 1,000 francs a day; ‘ and 1 was enabled,' lie adds, ‘ reciprocally to control the inform 
“ luution of the Secretary by that of Josephine, and that of the latter by the Secretary.* ” 
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nature of his trade, he may seldom incur detection. It was said, I think, in 
Paris, when under Consular Government, that while the head of the police 
was the ConsuFs spy on every body else, the head of the gens d^armes was the 
Consul's spy on the head of the police. This may, or\nay not be the case ; 
but its having been said, proves that there is nothing in the idea to shock 
belief. 

79. Before I proceed to consider the documentary proofs in this case, 1 

must advert to the evidence of Govind Row Dewan, as well as to that of Din- 
kur Row Mohiteh.* These could not well be included in the foregoing ab- 
stract, as they were not taken consecutively with the rest of the oral evidence ; 
besides which, Govind Row was not ^amined by Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans 
at all, but by Mr. llutt, the magistrate of Ahmednugger. ^ 

80. Govind Row Dewan, on the 11th September 1837, deposes: “ I know 
nothing of any communication between the Raja and Appa Sahib, the ex- 

** Raja of Nagpore, except what Mahadeek (Abba Mareek), with whom I 
“ am very intimate, told me. He said, three or four or five years ago, I re- 
“ collect not which and had nearly forgotten the fact, that he had had a con- 
“ versation with the Raja, and was about to send a messenger with a letter 
“ to Appa Sahib, in order to establish a friendly understanding between him 
“ and his Highness. He said, the Raja had enjoined him not to be led by his 
friendship for me to acquaint me with it. Mahadeek was formerly a ser- 
“ vant of Ap|)a Sahib. 1 afterwards heard that an answer had come from 
“ Appa Sahib, who wanted a sword which Mahadeek had brought away when 
“ he left his service. Mahadeek^told me the matter was not; to be mentioned 
to the Raja, lest he should take a fancy to the sword. The sword was to be 
put into a bcena, but this was only for security. The letter sent with it was 
“ prepared by the joint counsel of the Raja, Dinkur Row, and Mahadeek. 
“ It contained, as far as I heard, only friendly expressions, and some answer 
“ to Appa's remark on his hope of soon returning to Nagpore. Purshotum 
“ Punt Carcoon was the bearer of the sword. He had not returned to Sattara 
“ when I was imprisoned. I know not if he was charged with a message; 
** but it is not likely, as he was not a person of any consequence.” On the 
11th October the witness stated what had passed between Abba Mareek and 
himself respecting the sword sent to Joudpore : We agreed that it should be 
‘‘ sent in a becna, I directed Kevulram, a carpenter in the store, to make a 
bcc?ia^ and it was made in the course of three or four days.’' 

81. In answer to a question, whether Purshotum had, previously to his 
departure for Joudpore, an interview With Govind Row, and what passed, and 
who was present, and what message Govind Row gave to Purshotum .for the 
cx-Raja, Govind Row, on the 21st November last, stated as follows : “ Be- 

fore Purshotum set out Abba Mareek said to me, ‘ The Maharaj has desired 
** ‘ me to intimate to the Bhonsleh, that he has a communication from the Go- 
‘ mantuwalla (the (Joa authorities), that when money is paid for their ex- 
“ ‘ penses their troops will come ; that he (the Raja) cannot provide tlic 
“ ‘ money ; that the Bhonsleh should provide it, and the troops will come, by 
“ ‘ whose co-operation his coming to Nagpore will be effected.’ Having said 
so, the Maharaj introduced me (the Mareek) to Raojee Kotenees of Goa, 
“ and Narrain Bhutt Chittey. The Mareek further told me, that when the 
“ Carcuon, Purshotum, went to Joudpore, the message was sent. Narrain 
Bhutt also told me, that as the Joudpore communication was through the 
** medium of the Mareek, he (.Narrain) had been introduced to him, and he 
was told of the Goa affair.” 

82. In order to show the bearing of the above evidence on that of Abba 
Mareek, Purshotum, and the two servants who accompanied the latter to Joud- 
pore, it must be observed that Govind Row Dewan was removed I'rom Poona 
to Ahmednuggeri in the strictest custody, on the 5th of July 1837 ; that, at 

that 

* For the evidence of Govind Row, see Nos. 1 to 8 of Appendix to Lieutenant-Colonel Oyans*s 
letter of the 24<th November 1837 ; for that of Dinkur Row, see No. 1 of Appendix B. to the same 
letter. 
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that time, not one of the above-mentioned four persons had been examined by 
Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans, the earliest examination of any of them* having 
taken place on the 9th of July ; and that, from the close watch kept over the 
Dewan at Ahmednugger, it was, as 1 believe, quite impossible that he should 
have had the slightest information as to what those other four witnesses had, 
or had not, deposed. In comparing his evidence with theirs, this circum- 
stance should be kept in view. 

83. This being premised, I own that, to me, the coincidence between the 
statement of Govind Row, on the one hand, and those of Abba Mareek and 
Pursbotum, on the other, seems very remarkable. There is, 1 grant, some 
discrepancy, as there is also between tHe statements of the Mareek anck the 
Purshotiim ; but the discrepancy, in each case, may be accounted for, and, at 
the most, is not greater than may shew the want of concert. I allude par- 
ticularly to the message sent to the Bhonsleh about providing twenty or twenty- 
five lacs of rupees for the expense of the troops promised by the Goa autho- 
rities ; an incident which I regard as one of the most important in the pre- 
sent case. 

8^. Abba Mareek never mentions the name of Govind Row till his third 
examination, though he had before proposed to state in detail the particulars 
respecting the sword which was sent to the Bhonsleh, a matter with which 
Govind Row was much connected. In his third examination, however, he 
distinctly states, that before the departure of Purshotum, he (the deponent) 
conducted t|jat person to the Dewan Khana, to introduce him to the Dewan ; 
that every one Qlse was ordered out of th(^ room ; and that he then heard 
Govind Row charge Purshotum to deliver to the Bhonsleh the message about 
the twenty or twenty-five lacs, and also say to him, “ Take that and 

“ deliver it to Appa Sahib, there is a sword in it.” 'fhe statement of Pur- 
shotum is exactly the same; with this ditference, that he represents Appa 
Mareek as sitting at a distance, though within the room ; and adds, that he 
(PurslTotum) did not afterwards speak of the menage to the Mareek, because 
Govind Row had enjoined him to secrecy.* lam not sure that this amounts 
to more than an apparent discrepancy; but, at all events, it is not one of any 
moment. 

85. Govind Row Dewan, who, we must always recollect, was an unwilling 
witness, began, as the above abstract may shew, with stating, that he knew 
not that Purshotum had be«n charged with any message to the Bhonsleh, but 
it was not likely, as he was not a person of any consequence. This was a 
preposterous argument. Purshotum is a Brahmin Carcoon, an order of persons 
very commonly employed by Natives of’ distinction in the most confidential 
services. On the last occasion of his being examined, however, Govind Bow 
plainly states, that Purshotum had been charged with the important message 
already mentioned, and that he had also been admitted into the secrets of the 
Goa intrigue. 

86. Here, however, occurs the discrepancy to which I have alluded. Instead 
of stating that he had himself charged the Carcoon with that message, he says 
that this was done by. Abba Mareek, and that he was so informed by the 
Mareek subsequently. To me, this discrepancy, which may easily be* 
accounted for, from a desire on the part of the witness to screen himself as 
far as possible, does not seem at all to detract from the confirmation which 
his statement gives to the fact of such a message, as that in question having 
been sent to the Bhonsleh. 1 do not see how the Dewan could possibly 
know that the Mareek and Purshotum had deposed to that fact. If it be 
said that he conjectured it from knovving of their having been examined, this 
is at once to admit that the fact was true. If, on the other hand, it be con- 
tended that the parties had concerted their story beforehand, I answer, first, 
that there is no evidence of any such concert; secondly, that, from the situa- 
tions of the several deponents, and from the course of their examination, there 
is the strongest presumption that they were all unwilling witnesses ; thirdly, 
that, if the story had been concerted, the Mareek and the Dewan would each 
have brought it out on bis first examination, instead of then stating, as each 
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did, what was quite inconsistent with it, and waiting, as both did, to be exa- 
mined the third or fourth tin\e before it was elicited ; fourthly and Ijistly, that 
the very discrepancy alluded, to proves the want of concert in the strongest 
manner, the Marcek and the Dewan each having tried to throw on the other by the Uovernor, 
the responsibility of having commissioned Purshotum to the effect stated, 
which is exactly what they would be tempted to do, when both were parties 
or privy to an act which neither could deny, but which each was very reluctant 
to acknowledge. 

87. I will only observe farther on this point, that Govind Row makes an 
addition to what the other witnesses had stated, which was not necessary. 

He says, that the message was sent by desire of the Maharaj. I note the 
statement as being positive; but even without reference to any such state- 
ment, none can doubt that a message of the nature alleged, if it went at all, 
could proceed only from the Rajai. No one else could have called on the 
Btionsleh to exert his credit for the provision of so large a sum as twenty lacs 
of rupees, or for such an object as the support of a foreign army in th-e Deccan. 

The importance, therefore, of this part of the case, in relation to the Raja of 
Sattara, will at once be appreciated. 

88. I fjuit the evidence of Govind Row Dewan, and shall close my refe- 
rences to the oral evidence with a very short note of that of Dinkur Row 
Mohiteh, the brother of Elojee and the favourite of the Raja. Dinkur Row 
admits, that two years ago his brother Elojee Bapoo Mohiteh informed him, 
that he had sent two of his servants, named Kedaree and Wittoo, tp Joudpore, 
to the cx-Raja of Nagpore ; but denies all knowledge of any messenger hav- 
ing come to Sattara from the ex-Raja, and meeting with the Raja of Sattara 
and obtaining money, as deposed to by Abba Mareek. He admits, that 
Elojee and Abba Marcek were in constant intercourse with the Raja, and 
that secret consultations occurred between them day and night; and names, 
as present at these conferences, himself, the Senaputtee, Balia Sahib Chit- 
navees, (jiovind Row Dewan, Babajee Purarkur, Chintapunt Bhattey, Elojee 
Mohiteh, and Abba Marcek, most, if not all, of whose names are included 
among those mentioned in the petition of Girjibaee., the mother of the 
Dew'an. 

89. T have referred to the evidence of Dinkur Row, not because I think it 
very material, but because it completes the oral evidence on the subject, ^*^d 
because it confirms, as far as it goes, what I have already collected from the 
statements of the other witnesses. I now proceed to the documentary evi- 
dence, which consists of five letters, purporting to be sent by the Bhonsleh. Of 
these only four are addressed to any of the parties named in the foregexing 
paragraphs. The fifth letter is curious, only as contributing to identify the 
others. With respect to the four first, they are not all, us far as I can under- 
stand them, of a treasonous import; but they conclusively show the close 
intercourse which the Raja and his associates carried on with the ex-Raja of 
Nagpore, and by remarkably confirming the statements of some of the wit- 
nesses in minute points they accredit their testimony in general. 

90. Translations of three out of the four letters w'ere transmitted to Govern- 
ment by Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans with his letter of the 24th November last, 
and the fourth witli a letter of the 20th December. The first of these (No. 2 
of list B.) is the most interesting ; and supposing it genuine, of which 1 will speak 
presently, is altogether a singular document. It is rather a long letter, and pur- 
ports to be from Moodhojee Bhonsleh, the ex-Raja of Nagpore, to the Raja of 
Sattara. It is full of the most lavish professions of obedience and fidelity to the 
Raja, and, in indignant and even violent terms, disclaims all connection with 
Bajee Row, the ex-Peishwa. The expressions of homage and loyalty to the 
Raja are precisely what might be expected from a Maliratta Chief towards 
one who has ever been regarded as the undoubted head of the Mahratta empire, 
and the representative of its illustrious founder. Colonel Briggs, speaking of 
the situation of the Raja of Sattara during the reign of Bajee Row, says:* 

“ Thoflgh 

* See Lieutenant -Colonel Ovans’s letter of 6ih March 1838, paragraph 7.* 
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T)2. Of the other two letters (Nos. 3 and 4, list B.), one is addressed to 
Elojee Mohiteh, and says : “ By the verbal intimation of the man who came 
“ from you in charge of letters the whole of tlie contents of the letters were 
“ comprehended. It was written, * send Budhes thereupon he has been sent 
“ to you. The whole of the affair here will be known by his verbal commii- 
“ nication.” The third letter is almost exactly to the same purpert, and is 
addressed to Gunga Bhageerthee, the mother of the Mohiteh brothers. 

93. The Acting Resident reports, that these three letters are originals, and 
that he believes them to have been, obtained from the house of Diukiir Row 
Mohiteh. The seal and signature on each of them have been decidedly re- 
cognized by Elojee, Abba Mareek, and Purshotum the Carcoon, as being 
those of the Bhonslch ; Elojee adding, that certain respectful words at- the 
end of the letter to the Raja were usual with the Bhonsleh in addressing his 
Highness, and are in his own handwriting ; and further, that the paper was 
of th^t country. The seal is stated by Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans to be of a 
very peculiar kind, so as neither to be mistaken by any person who had once 
seen it, nor imitated. The characters of the inscription, which are wonder- 
fully minute and clear, arc said to be cut on a diamond which the ex-Raja is 
said to be in the habit of wearing. 

94. The original of the fourth letter was produced to Lieutenant-Colonel 
Ovans under a pledge of redelivering, which of course he fulfilled, a copy 
having first been taken which was compared with the original in his presence, 
and which is authenticated by the copyist and two other witnesses. A trans- 
lation of this letter accompanies Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans’s letter of the 20tli 
December, It is addressed by the Bhonsleh to the Senaputtee, who is called 
Rajushri Ballajee Raja Bhonsleh Senaputtee Gosovee. It says: “ Your letter 
“ which came on charge of Raghopunt Duttokeel Nisbut Ginjawul, has been 
“ received. I also sent two or three letters, which will have been received, 

but no answer even to one letter has come. This has caused great surprise. 
‘‘ 1 have myself placed my reliance on you, that you are near the feet of the 
“ Shreemunt Maharaj Swamee, as if I myself were present. Now Bhudoo 
“ is dispatched from hence ; by his verbal communication the whole of the 
“ matter w\\\ be known.” Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans states, that the seal and 
mortub on this letter exactly correspond with those on the letter to the Raja, 
and that he entertains no doubt of its genuineness. His Janguage also implies 
(paragraph 5) that this, like the former letters, has been authenticated by 
Elojee ; who, however, was not permitted to see any part of the letters except 
the seal and signature, for the purpose of such authentication. 1 may add, 
that the second, third, and fourth letters bear date on the same day, but 
without naeming any year. 


“ Though a close prisoner, the form of addressing petitions to the foot of his 
throne \yas preserved till the last, and a mock dignity was observed towards 
“ him, even at the very lowest ebb of his humiliation.” Much more may we 
suppose that the Bhonsleh, himself a prisoner, would omit none of those cus- 
tomary observances, in addressing the same person while in a state of dignity 
and comparative indoiiendence. 

91 . This letter is dated in December, but the year is not specified. It con- 
tains no reference to the ambitious projects of the Raja, but on the contrary, 
blends with an allusion to Bajee Row and to ^‘the courtezan of Scindia,” 
which I have not the means of explaining, an exhortation to the Raja to main- 
tain a close intercourse with the English. It refers, to the high descent and 
fidelity of the writer. It refers also to a “ humble supplication” previously 
sent by him in charge of one Raghopunt Dant, Carcoon of Samul Ginjawul, 
testifies great anxiety as to the fate of thatedocument, and requests an answer. 
It mentions an exalted promise made by the master (the Raja), when Pur- 
wiitroGoqjur went into the service.” “ The courtezan of Sciiidia,” it says, 
“ is zealously making a representation on the part of Bajee Row, therefore 
“ the master should keep a close intercourse with the English; for an infidel 
like Bajee Row is Bajee Row himself. As the religious merit of tfee master 
is powerful, the courtezan of Scindia will have nu success.” 


95. It 
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95. It will be recollected that Elojee, on the last day of his examination,* SATTARA 

which was on the 5th August 1837, stated, that when Bhudoo returned from PAPERS. 

Joudpore with Kedaree, he brought with him five letters from the Bhonsleh; Minute 
one to the Raja, one to the Senaputtee, one to Dinkur Row, one to Maee by the Governorc 
(the mother of the Mohitehs), and one to Elojee himself. Elojee then 

added, the contents of the letter to the Maharaj were thus : “ I am your 
“ servant, let a kind countenance be on me; from ancient times I am your 
“ servant.” The letters to the Senaputtee contained complimentary expres- 
sions. As the Senaputtee was not styled Sahib he gave no ansv^er. Now it 
is very singular, -that three out of the four letters produced as above-mentioned 
mention Bhudoo as their bearer, while one of them exactly corresponds with 
the description given by Elojee of the letter to the Senaputtee, which he 
mentions ; for, though it is very complimentary, it omits to style the Senaputtee 
Sahib, as will be seen from the address given above ; and it implies that the 
Senaputtee had returned no reply to two or three former letters, which we 
may reasonably suppose to have been addressed with the same omission. I 
am not at all, therefore, surprised to learn from Lieutenant- Colonel Ovans, 
that we have here four out of the very five letters brought by Bhudoo ; for 
this, even the internal evidence of the letters goes far to establish ; and when 
we take •into our account a further circumstance stated by Lieutenant-Colonel 
Ovans, namely, that the letters were not obtained by him through Elojee, nor 
had even been seen by that person, except sufficiently to recognize the seal 
and signature on them, I cannot but regard thcvse letters as affording a very 
striking confirmation of the leading incidents of the narrative which has been 
elicited from the mouths o£ Elojee and his servants. 

96. Of the genuineness, indeed, of these letters, there is a negative proof 
which seems to me of great force. Had they been forged out of enmity to the 
tlaja, they would have contained direct allusion to his treasonous designs ; or, 
even if we suppose the ikbricator to have framed them on a more cautious 
plan, at all events they would have afforded much more numerous and direct, 
or elaborately indirect, supports to the facts stated by the witnesses, than can 
now be extracted from them. No reasonable doubt can therefore be felt as 
to their genuineness ; and it follows, that the confirmation which they actually 
furnish to the case made out by the oral evidence, though limited, is unim- 
peachable. 

97. Strongly, however, as the genuineness of these documents seems thus 
established, the indefatigable officer who has produced them would not rest 
while any further proof could be obtained ; and the result is, that he has found, 
and laid before Government, some additional evidence of considerable value. 

It will be observed, that the first of the four letters in question speaks of* an 
emissary between the parties, by the name of Raghopunt Dant, Carcoon of 
Ramul Ginjawul ; and, in the fourth letter, the same person evidently is called 
Saghopunt Dant Sakul Nisbut Ginjawul. On the 3d March last Lieutenant- 
Colonel Ovans reported, that having accidentally learnt that this person had 
come to a village near Sattara, he had sent for and examined him. He proved 
an unwilling witness ; but admitted that on one occasion he brought a packet 
of letters from Joudpore to Sattara ; and that, on another, he was present when 
a packet from Sattara was delivered by a person named Purushram to Moodhojee 
Bhonsleh, at Joudpore. He denies all other knowledge about these letters; 
but very- untruly, in the opinion of Lieutenant-Colonel Ovan.s, who consider^ 
him as deeply implicated in the intrigues under consideration. 

98. What, however, is of great importance to the present inquiry, among 
this person’s papers was found an original letter addressed by the Bhonsleh to 
a servant of his, named Poonjajee Sindeh. The contents of this letter are 
altogether unim|X)rtant, but the .seals attached to it correspond exactly with 
those on the four letters before ascribed ; all of which, moreover, are admitted 
by this unwilling witness, Raghopunt, to bear the genuine seals of the ex- 
Raja. The witness satisfactorily explains how the letter to Poonjajee came 

into 
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into his possession although addressed to a third person. ** Poonjajee Sindeh 
“ went to Poorumpooree Gosavee, who lives at Benares, taking me with him, 
in order to ask something for his expenses. He gave this note to me. It 
was shewn to the Gosavee, who gave 200 rupees to Poonjajee for expenses. 

“ The note has remained with me. It is dated the*19th March 1836.” 

99. From Raghopunt’s description of himself, it appears that he is a reli-* 
gious character, in the habit of resorting to the different places of pilgrimage 
in India. He was in the Deccan during the war with the Peishwa, and 
accompanied Appa Sahib, brother of the Peishwa, to Benares. In 1828 29 
he was sent to Sattara to collect pilgrims for Gya : he was introduced to the 
Raja, and bestowed on him prusad^ or a blessing. Through the influence of 
Hurreeba Nana Mohitch, he obtained from the Raja a deed, conferring on his 
master the office of oopadya, or priest. He was acquainted with the Sena- 
puttee of Sattara, who gave him a mare and horses. He went to .Joudpore in 

*1831-32, with one Purushram, whom he had met at Mutra. Purushram said 
he had brought letters from Sattara for Moodhajee Bawa. Amroota, a Brah- 
min, who was with the Bhonsleh, took deponent and Purushram to him, and 
Purushram gave the letter in deponent’s presence. The same Amroota gave 
Purushram a sealed letter. They went to Oodeyppor together, from whence 
Purushram returned to Joudpore, giving into deponent’s charge letters to 
deliver at Sattara to Hurreeba Nana Mohiteh. He delivered the packet in 
1831-32, or 1832-33. It was six fingers broad, round, and two fingers high. 
When Nana had read the letters he severely chid deponent, and said, “ Here 
the rules of Grant Sahib are in force, iiotwithi^anding this, why have you 
“ brought this letter?” Deponent replied, that Amroota and Bajee Punt had 
given it at Joudpore. When at Sattara he obtained a loan of 280 rupees 
from Chintapunt Bhattey. He met a Carcoon of Abba Mareek’s at .loud pore, 
named Purshotum, or Pursoo. Such is the substance of this man's testimony. 
It is clear that no concert or collusion could have existed between liim and 
the other witnesses who have deposed to the intercourse with Joudpore ; and 
further, that, from his former life and history, he was p. very likely character 
to be engaged in intrigues of this kind. The nature of the contents of the 
packet which he brought from Joudpore may also be inferred ; for, ii the 
communication had only related to the private affairs of the Mohiteh family, 
no reason can be imagined why Hurreeba Nana should have scolded him, and 
have alluded to the rules of Grant Sahib by which must, 1 conclude, have 
been intended the prohibition against intercourse with foreign states. 

100. After the length to which these remarks have extended, I will sum 
thgni up in a few words. 

101. Even on the most superficial view of this case, it seems to me esta- 
blished, by a weight of evidence not to be resisted, that for years together, a 
close and secret correspondence, both by letters and messengers reciprocally 
deputed, has been carrying on between the Raja of Sattara and Moodhojee 
Blionsleh, residing as a prisoner at Joudpore, the messengers sometimes re- 
siding for weeks, or even months, at the place to which they were deputed, 
and, occasionally at least, having their expenses paid by the party receiving 
the message. The fact, too, of some sort of correspondence by letters^ is esta- 
blished by evidence, independently of that which proves the correspondence 
•carried on through messengers. That such intercourse, even supposing it to 
have related to indifferent objects, was a violation of the treaty of Sattara, 
which, on pain of forfeiture of his country, prohibits the Raja from having any 
connexion or correspondence with any foreign power, chief, or prince, except 
through the British Government, there can be no manner of doubt. The 
question will then arise, for what purpose did his Highness subject himself to 
so great a hazard ? The Raja of Sattara was the favoured child of tlic British 
power. If any reason connected with caste, family, religion, or any other 
bond of union between the Hindoos, made him desirous of communicating with 
the cx-Raja of Nagporc, he had only to state his wish, and the considerations 
on which it was founded, to the Resident ; and, so long as a correspondence 
was open and innocent, •! am not aware that any objection would have been 
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made. The natural inference is» that the communications between the Raja 
and ex-Raja were such as would not bear the light, and even that they in- 
volved some designs treacherous to the British Government. I repeat on this 
point what I ventured to observe in my minute of the 15th August 1837, 
“ No man woufd systematically have broken so capital a part of the treaty, 
** without some object to justify the risk he incurred.” 

102. But this conclusion is greatly strengthened by the proved conduct of 
the Raja on the apprehension of his minister, Govind Row Dewan. It is 
clearly in evidence, that instantly after that event took place, a number of letters 
received from the ex-Raja were burned, his presents were destroyed, and a 
messenger of his, actually in Sattara, was concealed for six days and then 
sent away privately. It is true, that the immediate agent in these measures 
was Elojee Mohiteh ; but no reason appears why such step should be resorted 
to, if the letters, presents, or messenger, belonged only to a private corres- 
pondence between Elojet^ and his near connexion the ex-Raja. No treaty 
forbade Elojee from corresponding at first hand with any chief or ex-chief 
related to his family. Nor could the seizure of the Dewan, a public character, 
inspire Elojee with any alarm in reference to the discovery of such family 
correspondence. The conclusion then scarcely to be resisted is, that a higher 
person than Elojee must have been concerned in these proceedings; and when 
to this strong presumption w? add the positive testimony of Elojee, that the 
Raja commanded him to burn the letters, to destroy the presents, and to send 
away the messenger, 1 cannot but think the fact perfectly established. 

103. The validity of these conclusions can, in my opinion, be contested 
only on the supposition that the whole of the evidence i$ false, and has been 
concerted among the witnesses : a supposition to which I have repeatedly 
adverted in the preceding pages, and which seems to me untenable. I see no 
evidence of concert, to such an extent as the supposition embrctccs. I think 
that to such an extent it was scarcely possible ; a» far as I can see traces of 
concert at all, it was in favour of the Raja, not against him ; and the clear 
marks of unwillingness in all the principal witnesses are, to iny mind, destruc- 
tive of the idea of a general concert on the other side. 

104. Having, then, the general conclusion thus made out, of a prohibited 
and a highly improper, if nut an actually treasonous intercourse, held by the 
Raja with the ex-Raja, we arc next led to take notice of such positive evi- 
dence as the case presents, with regard to the precise nature of that inter- 
course. Elojee states, that in two several instances, and by two several mes- 
sengers, the Raja sent exhortations to the ex-Raja to join him in schemes for 
the subversion of the British power, and the answer to one of these messages, 
which answer implies the message itself, was brought by Kedaree, and by him 
personally delivered to the Raja ; thus adding his testimony to that of Elojee, 
for the fact of that message having been sent. Again, Abba Marcek says, 
that he heard the Raja deliver to Hurry a message for the ex-Raja, in which 
that person was desired to aid, if he could, the march of a Russian force to 
invade British India. Then Purshotum, who accompanied Hurry to .loud- 
pore, says, that he was on the road told by Hurry that he was charged with 
such a message for the ex-Raja, and when he arrived at Joudpore the ex-Raja 
told him that such a message had been delivered to him by Hurry, and 
charged hiiif (Purshotum) with the answer for the Raja. Lastly, Abba 
Mareek and Purshotum both state, that Govind Row charged Purshotum with 
a message to the ex-Raja, requesting him to provide twenty or twenty-five 
lacs of rupees, for defraying thei expenses of an army which the Goa autho- 
rities were to send against the English ; while Govind Row, who does not 
admit his having charged Purshotum with such a message, says that Abba 
Mareek had himself done so, and this, as he (Mareek) declared to him, by 
order of the Raja. Besides which, the message is one which could proceed 
from^the Raja alonei I here pass over the message which Elojee states 
himself to have sent by the Raja’s order to Krushna Row; not because I 
disbelieve the statement, but only because it stands on the testimony of a 
single witness. 
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105. I do not say that every part of the evidence for these three overt acts 
of treasonous communication is of that technically exact sort 'which the judi- 
cial procedure of our own country requires, or that it might not have been 
well to seek further elucidation of the actual nature of the intrigues in ques- 
tion. But the actual proof of those three acts having taken place is, in my 
opinion, morally conclusive; and, coupled with the clear indications of con- 
scious criminality which mark the whole of the proved intercourse between 
the Raja and the Bhonsleh, fixes his Highness with a criminal infraction of 
the non-intercourse clause in the treaty of Sattara, and subjects him to the 
penalties by which that clause is guarded. 

(Signed) R. Grant. 

24th May 1838. 


, Minute MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

by the Governor, 

26 May 1838. Wth May J 838. 

1. In continuation of my remarks on the Sattara case, I now again address 
the Board. I have already commented on so^ much of Lieutenant-Colonel 
Ovans’s report of the 24th November and its enclosures as relates to the 
intrigue with Joudpore, and I had meant, on this occasion, to call the attention 
of my Colleagues to the rest of the report and of those documents. I am 
unwilling, however, to overlook the present discussion. The remaining docu- 
ments referred to hre, for the most part, not very conclusive, nor, as the 
evidence now stands, of much importance; I will, therefore, pass them over, 
with the exception of three, which, I think, should not be left unnoticed. 

2. The two first of these are the documents entered by Lieutenant-Colonel 
Ovans as Nos. G and 7 of list C., being respectively the answers of Govind 
Row Dewan to certain questions proposed to him through the Judge of 
Ahmednugger, and the farther examination of Kooshea, the servant of the 
Dewan. 

3. The Dewan fully confirms the evidence taken by the Sattara Commis- 
sion, with regard to the attempts made on the fidelity of the two Native 
officers of the 23d Regiment. Govind Row states, that when he conducted 
the officers to the palace, he was accompanied by his servant Kooshea ; 
who also admits that this was the case. Govind Row further names the 
Sepoy, who, after the interview of the officers with the Raja, was sent to con- 
duct them out of the town. The Soobadars themselves, it will be recollected, 
deposed to the fact of their having been so conducted ; but the name of the 
Sepoy did not then transpire. 

4. The servant Kooshea also now confirms the fact of Abba Mareek’s 
having entered the room, during the interview between the Soobadars and the 
Dewan at the house of the latter. It will be remembered, how difficult it 
was, in the first instance, to discover the name of a Purdesee, whom the 
Soobadars described as having so entered, and as having spoken of the cx-Raja 
of Nagpore. 

5. Additional and important light, therefore, is now thrown on that very 
material part of the Sattara case, which may be considered as the consumma- 
tion of the Raja’s guilt, namely, the attempted seduction of the Native 
officers. With this exception, however, and with the exception also of so 
much of the statements of Govind Row Dewan as relates to the Joudi'iore 
intrigue, on which 1 have particularly commented in a previous minute, the 
additional evidence of the Dewan seemed to me important; and 1 am inclined 
to agree with Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans, that he was not very deeply admitted 
in these intrigues. 

6. 1 now come to the most important paper which 1 have on this occasion 
to notice. It is that enjer^d by the Acting Resident as No. 1 of List I). This 

document 
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document bears date on the 5th October 1837, and is alleged to have been 
sent to Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans by Appa Sahib, the brother of the Raja ; 
nor does Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans seem to have any doubt of its authen- 
ticity. 

7. The paper is vaguely written ; but it contains one statement, criminatory 
both of the alleged writer and the Raja, which deserves attention. In refer- 
ence* to the two agents whom it is understood that the Raja was about to 
depute to England, the writer says : “The Raja gave copies of the treaty and 
“ other papers to Syud Meer and Ibrahim, and instructed them thus : ‘ llepre- 
“ ‘ sent first to the Court of Directors in England. There, should it not be 
“ ‘ effected according to our desires, represent to the King’s durbar. There, 

“ ‘ if it should be decided that we have full powers in our own country, and 

* that the Bombay Council should have no" sovereignty over us, it is good ; 

“ * if not, comynunicate vnth the Rooswalla {Russians) and adopt means for their 
“ * ariny to come dovm here^ Having said so, and having prepared a foul draft 
“ of a yad of stipulations to be passed to the Rooswalla, my brother put his 
“ sign-manual on it, and made me put mine. Had I not put it, he would that 
“ moment have taken my life. ‘Out of this fear I put it; and I became fully 
“ persuaded that moment, that by such acts the Raja would not continue.” 

8. The alleged writer takes* credit to himself for having communicated to 
the Sattara Commission the fact, that a letter to the above effect had been 
written by the Raja ; and on reference to the 10th paragraph of the Report 
of the Commissioners, it will be seen that such a communication is referred to 
as having been made to them on the authority of the Raja’s brother, although 
tlic Commissioners, writing at a period when the intrigue had been very par- 
tially detected, are disposed to treat the information with incredulity. 

9. laeutenant-Colonel Ovans states, that this singular document was 
brought to him by a confidential agent named Eshwunt Row Foujdar, with 
the declared object of having it transmitted to Government, and that, at the 
time of delivering it, tlie agent made verbal representations to the same effect 

^ with the contents. The Acting Resident likewise states, that Appa Sahib 
^ does not appear to have been otlierwise concerned in the wild designs of the 
Raja, than in the instance to whicli he thus pleads guilty. 

10. In weighing the cLaims of this statement to our belief, it is impossible 
not to observe that there are two circumstances which, taken by tliemselves, 
iiiaterially detract from its credit. First, the writer acknowledges that 
enmity has long existed between himself and the Raja. “ Day by day,” he 
says, “ the enmity of my brother has been increasing, for he suspects me of 
“ being in combination wiA the British Government.” Secondly, he antici- 
pates the possibility of the Raja’s dethronement, and avowedly aims at suc- 
ceeding him. • “If my brotlicr,” he observes, “has done any thing wrong, 

“ that it may be forgiven out of mercy, and that the raj be continued firm, is 
“ my only wish. Perhaps, in order not to continue my brother on the raj, 

“ if an arrangement be contemplated, I am. an heir, and I am not concerned 
“ in any improper acts : if my brother has done any, therefore, the British 
“ Government will place me on the throne. I have this confidence.” 

11. With such powerful inducements to lead him to the crimination of the 
Raja, the statements of Appa Sahib (for 1 do not doubt that he is the author 
of the document), must be received with considerable reserve. In truth, among 
the numerous witnesses wdiose testimonies stand recorded against the Raja, 
Appa Sahib is the only one who speaks clearly on the side of his own interest. 
In the case of the rest, if any has existed, the presumption from their position 
and circumstances is, that it was a bias in favour of his Highness! The 
brother, actuated by the double motive of ill-usage to resent, and of a throne 
to gain, cannot be considered an impartial witness. 

12. Having stated fairly the considerations which thus tend to discredit the* 
statement of the Prince, it is my duty to point out, with equal candour, the 
circumstances that tell in its favour. Let it be observed, then, that the Prince 
freely criminates himself as well as his brother. True, he exlenuaes the act 
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which he confesses ; but he must have felt that his confession, even thus qua* 
lified, could not but place him in a situation of very serious hazard. The prc* 
sumption, therefore, would seem to be, that some letter of the sort described 
by him was in existence when he wrote, and that it was out of his own power; 
and, if so, we can hardly suppose that he would commit himself on a false 
allegation of its having been signed by the liaja, which allegation the produc- 
tion of the instrument would instantly confute. 

13. If, on the other hand, we suppose that the Raja is here falsely accused, 
then we must hold, either that no instrument of the sort existed, and that Appa 
Sahib’s statement is wholly false, or else that the instrument existed, but, 
together with the Raja’s signature, had been forged by the person who refers 
to it. But, on either of these suppositions, why should Appa Sahib accuse 
himself of treason, as well as the Raja ? If he forged the instrument and the 
Raja’s signature to it, why should he gratuitously add his own? If there 
existed no such instrument, and the whole story is a fiction, why should it be 
part of the fiction, that he himself partook in the crime imputed ? He would 
rather have pretended that the Raja had earnestly solicited him to join in the 
treason, but that he had nobly resisted the solicitation. 

14. The more natural supposition, therefore, I repeat, seems to me to be, 
that such an instrument was actually in existence, and that Appa Sahib was 
fearful of its being produced ; and, if this be the case, then it is difficult to 
believe that he would have committed himself on so bold an averment as that 
the Raja had signed it, unless such averment was true. 

15. On balancing these opposing considerations, I incline to think that there 
is more to be said for the truth than the falsehood of Appa Sahib’s statement. 
But I should not pronounce this opinion decisively^ without farther inquiry, 
which, however, 1 am not disposed to recommend. On the contrary, though 
I have thought that the circumstance of our receiving such a statement, from 
such a quarter, was too remarkable not to be brought forward markedly to the 
notice of the Board, yet it seems to me that there are many objections to our 
giving to the statement a prominent place in the question respecting the Raja’s 
guilt or innocence. I do not say that such a step may not eventually be neces- 
sary ; and, unless necessary, I cannot regard it as advisable. It is unseemly 
that the brother of the Raja should occupy a principal station among his accu- 
sers; and the admission of him in that character, under a declared expecta- 
tion, on his part, of succeeding to the gadi, which he expects the Rj*ja to 
vacate, might, in the sequel of this extraordinary case, occasion us much 
embarrassment. 

J6. With these observations I shall for the present dismiss the subject. 

(Signed) . 11 . Grant. 

20 th May 1838. 


MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

Dated 31^^ May 1838. 

1. I proposed concluding the scries of minutes which I have now submitted 
to the Board on the Sattara case with a few remarks ; first, in recapitulation 
of the various intrigues which I conceive to have been proved against the 
Raja of Sattara: secondly, in illustration of the motives and feelings which 
appear to me to have influenced his Highness’s conduct ;'or, in other words, 
I shall endeavour to point out the real key of these extraordinary proceedings ; 
and thirdly and lastly, I shall submit my opinion as to the final disposal o^ 
the case. 

2. On the first of these points I solicit attention to a report from Lieute- 
nant-Colonel Ovans, dated 30th November last, containing a summary review 
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of the whole of the evidence which, up to that date, had been obtained against SATTARA 
the Raja. PAPERS. 

3. This important and protracted inquiry originated in the receipt of intelli- Minute 
gence, in July 1836, from Colonel Lodwick, then Resident at Sattara, of 
attempts having been made, on the part of the Raja and Govind Row Dewan, 

his minister, to seduce from their allegiance two Native officers and a Ilavildar 
of the 23d Regiment of Native Infantry, then in cantonment at Sattara. A 
Special Commission was immediately assembled for the investigation of this 
serious accusation, which, after a patient and laborious inquiry, unanimously 
came to the conclusion,* that the charge, as far as it went, was fully proved; 
and in this opinion, after much and anxious deliberation, we entirely concurred. 

In the first instance, however, the crime of the Raja seemed inexplicable and 
almost unworthy of belief; for, although the Commissioners obtained some 
slight glimmerings of his having, contrary to treaty, maintained an interdburse 
with foreign states, still these were too faint for conviction ; and the attempt 
to tamper with our troops, viewed as an isolated act, appeared so monstrously 
wild and extravagant, as to induce this Govenvnent to think that, unless some 
more distinct and intelligible ac% of impropriety could be brought home to the 
Raja, it would not be expedient to adopt extreme measures against his High- 
ness. 

4. But the state of things soon altered. The arrest and removal of Govind 
Row Dewan led to important results. Hus mother, actuated partly by affec- 
tion for her son and partly by resentment on finding that he was abandoned by 
the Raja, almost without an effort to save him, and that he was likely to 
become the scapegoat for the transgressions of others far more criminal than 
himself, forwarded by [)ost to this Government a petition, f representing that 
her son was not the only guilty person, denouncing by name the principal 
persons through whom the intrigues of the Raja had been conducted, and 
alluding, though in terms rather vague and obscure, to the object and nature 
of those intrigues. In the language of the Government of India, J this docu- 
ment displayed “ an air of earnestness and of truth” liighly favourable to the 
veracity of its author; and, under the instructions of that authority, Lieutenant- 
Colonel Ovans, who had intermediately succeeded Colonel Lodwick as Resi- 
dent at Sattara, was <lirected to inquire into its authenticity, and to ascertain 
the truth or falsehood of the allegations which it contained. 

5. The result has been, that a scries of strange and impracticable, but at 
the same time of seriously formed and systematically conducted machinations 
against the British Government, has been brought home to the Raja, by such 
a mass of separate and independent testimonies as, in my judgment, neither 
his stanchest friends and supporters, nor the most sceptical or charitable 
observer, will be able to withstand. The authenticity of the petition was first 
established. Govind Row Dewan next confessed, and confirmed in almost 
every particular the evidence which had been originally elicited by the Com- 
mission, with relation to the attempted seduction of our Native officers. Abba 
Mareek also, one of the persons named in the petition, was then apprehended, 
and confessed that he had been present during one of the interviews between 
the Dewan and the Native officers, a fact which had been elicited by the 
Commissioners, although his name did not then transpire. Thus was com- 
pleted the evidence of that deeply criminal act, the detection of which gave 
birtli to the pre^sent inquiry. Still, however, it stood as a solitary act, and 
some explanation was required of the motives and gradations by which the 
Raja had been led on to such extreme delinquency. 

0. The explanation was soon supplied. The long continued and extensive 
intrigues of the Raja with the authorities at Goa were fully dev moped. These 
were carried on clandestinely for a scries of years, during a period of professed 
amity and confidence, and when no apparent cause of collision or animosity 
had arisen between the two Governments. Their object was, undoubtedly, to 

obtain 
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obtain the aid of troops from Europe, for the purpose of expelling the English 
from India, and of re-establishing on its ancient scale of grandeur the Mah- 
ratta empire. I have already commented at such length on the Goa case, that 
I will here be content with merely alluding to the combination and multitude 
of evidence by which it has been established ; evidence consecutively and 
independently acquired from different sources, and exhibiting a degree and de- 
scription of coincidence and consistency, which the circumstances of the .case 
made it impossible to ascribe to concert and collusion, and which, in fact, 
concert and collusion would be incapable of producing. 

7. Next in order, and in intimate connexion with the proceedings at Goa, 
must be taken the intercourse of the Raja with Moodhojee Bhonsleh, the 
ex-Raja of Nagporc, who has for some years past been residing at Joudpore. 
The existence and the guilty nature of this intercourse have, I conceive, been 
prove#!, by a combination of evidence, certainly not equal in strength and force 
to that obtained in the Goa case, yet sufficient to justify the conclusions I 
have drawn. On this case, too, I have separately offered, and will not now' 
recapitulate my comments. There is, however, one remark which properly 
belongs to the present summary, and which I^think material ; it is this, that 
whatever is wanting of completeness in the Joudpore case, is fully supplied by 
that of Goa. The vague hopes and prospects which the Raja held out to the 
Bhonsleh, of an anti-British war within two or three years, at once became 
intelligible, though not rational, when we hear of his negotiations w'ith Don 
Manoel.* Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans has justly observed that the Goa in- 
trigue is the key to all the rest. 

8. Last, I would mention, that the statement, or if it maybe so called, the 
confession of the Raja’s brother, I have elscwlicre stated candidly my sen- 
timents on this document, in which 1 sec great marks of truth, but which I 
do not think it desirable to press against the Raja. 

9. 1 have myself no doubt, that notwithstanding so much has been elicited 
in elucidation of the Raja’s intrigues, through the indefatigable exertions of 
Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans, much still remains concealed and undetected. In 
the evidence collected by this able officer, traces may be discovered leading to 
the conclusion, that the treasonable communications of his Highness extended 
to Baroda and to Gwalior, to Soorapoor in the Nizam’s dominions, to Ihuin- 
khundyt belonging to one of the Putwurdhun family in the Southern Mahralta 
country, and lastly, to the country belonging to the llubshee, situated in 
the immediate vicinity of Bombay. Although I concur generally with the 
Acting Resident in his opinion, that grounds exist for believing “ that at- 
“ tempts were making to form combinations with the chiefs of the above- 
“ mentioned places, which may have been interrupted in consequence of the 

seizure of Govind Row Dewan, and the inquiry subsequently instituted at 
“ Sattara;” and that, taking all this into consideration in connexion with 
what has been actually substantiated in the other cases, the existence of these 
supposed communications becomes very probable ; still I am free to admit, 
that they have not been absolutely proved, and consequently should not, as 
the case now stands, enter into tliat body of charges on which the Raja of 
Sattara is to be acquitted or condemned. 

10. The delinquency brought home to the Raja consists, first, of the Goa 
intrigue, and next, that of Joudpore ; but neither even of these, nor both 
together, can be considered as constituting his deepest offence. Ilis great 
crime is that wdiicli w'as at once the effect, and in some degree the •consum- 
mation of these intrigues : the attempt to seduce our troops from their fidelity. 
I’hat act now stands fully explained, and appears equally without disguise 
and without e:lfcu.se. Even when I looked on it as virtuaily an act of mad- 
ness, 

* I take this opportunity of observing, that tlie name of Don Manoel, which some of the wit- 
nesses give to this person, is a corruption of his Portuguese appellation, which would be Doin Md- 
nocl ; the Portuguese w’riting the prefix Dow, and not Dow, like the Spaniards. 

t I beg to refer to Lieutenant- Colonel Ovans’s report of the 27th July 1837, and to the I8lh and 
19ih paragraphs of his report of the 24th November last, and to the evidence therein quoted, yide 
paragraphs 32 and 33 ol' his rep Tt of the 30th November. 
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ness, an anomaly rather than a crime, I felt no small degree of misgiving, in 
proposing to visit it with a mild punishment. At present, all my reserves are 
removed ;• and I feel clear that this adoption of one of the worst and wickedest- 
of the offences which cost Bajee Row his throne and his liberty, by him whom 
the favour of the British Government exalted on the ruin of that Prince, must 
irresistibly consign him to the same fate. 

11. I deem it, however, of some importance in several views, to endeavour 
to explain the true origin of the infatuated conduct of the Raja. Opinions 
were, and I believe still are, strong and high in his favour, both in this 
country and at home. He was believed to be a most remarkable, and an 
equally interesting, example of a Native Prince attached to British interests 
by the ties of gratitude for favours conferred and confidence in friendship ex- 
pected ; or, in the language of the treaty under which he reigns, hq was 
regarded as a striking instance of the beneficial effects resulting from the 
establishment of a Prince, “ who was to hold his territory in subordinate co- 
“ operation with the British Government, and who was to be guided in ^11 
“ matters by the British Agent accredited to his Court.*’ None more cordially 
cherished these impressions than myself, and none can more deeply lament 
that a delusion so pleasing has been so completely dispelled. 

12. The real key to the Raja’s conduct did not escape the penetration of the 
Sattara Commission. In the eighth paragraph of their report the Commis- 
sioners observe : “ We also learn from the best authority, that at the time the 
“ present Raja was established on the Sattara throne, both himself and his 
“ family entertained the most extravagant ideas of their own consequence, 
“and that their expectations were proportionate, so that, for* a time, the 
“ bounty they experienced was not duly appreciated, (Grant Duff’s History, 
“ vol. 3, paragraph 483). Perhaps, in this passage, a key to his Highness’s 
“ conduct may be found. Time may have weakened the gratitude which he 
“ may once have felt towards the British (government, for having restored him 
“ to liberty and a throne; and, forgetful of what he was and of the source 
“ from which he derived all that he now possesses, he may have been led, by 
“ family pride and a weakened intellect, to think of the much more extensive 
“ kingdom which belonged to his ancestors, and having once nourished the 
“ dangerous thought, he may have been gradually led by the designing men 
“ who now surround him, to entertain false hopes, and with this object may 
“ have commenced by assailing the fidelity of our troops.” 

13. This opinion of the Commissioners has been partially confirmed by our 
subsequent inquiries; but it is only partially. Wliatevcr may have been the 
gratitude of the Raja in the first instance, yet if, even amidst the glow and 
excitement oj'his first elevation, it was* not powerful enough to appreciate the 
favour which he had experienced, it could hardly be expected to do so after- 
wards. It could not be expected to become more ardent and lively in propor- 
tion as that glow and excitement had subsided, and when he began to feel 
the restraints and privations inseparable froni a limited and dependant throne. 
In truth, however, it seems in the highest degree doubtful, whether the grateful 
sentiments imputed to his Highness ever had any existence at all. ‘ 

14. Let us attend to the evidence on thf subject. Even from the mouths 
of the witnesses who have been examined as •to the different points in the 
inquiry, a good deal may be learned in regard to the animus of* the Raja 
towards the British allies. 

15. Dajeeba, Dufturdar, one of the persons named in Girjibaee’s petition, 
and filling a situation of trust and importance under the Sattara Government, 
^itates : “ The report heard of is, that tlie Maharaj was to have the whole raj 

(dominions) : instead of which, giving a limited raj, the treaty was con- 
“ eluded. In consequence of this there is a dissatisfaction in his mind. Bul- 

wunt Row Chitnavees nftntioned this to me in conversation.” 

IG. Govind Row Dewan, a witness of undoubted authority, in his reply to 
the twelfth interrogatory put to him by the Judge of Ahmednugger, states: 

“ I can conceive no other reason for his Highness having meditated bostili- 
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19. With the address from Dr. Milne of the 1 5th January is forwarded 
what is designated an “ Historical Sketch,*' composed by Bulwunt Row Chit- 
navees, the whole scope and tendency of which is to shew, that the British 
Government committed a flagrant breach of faith towards the Raja in the 
arrangements adopted on the overthrow of the Peishwa and the conquest of 
the Deccan. The whole of this remarkable document is well worthy the con- 
sideration of those by whom this case must ultimately be decided ; but 1 shall 
content myself with noting those parts only, which more particularly bear on 
the point immediately at issue. 

20. In this sketch it is made to appear, that, previously to the Peishwa’s 
downfall a secret understanding existed between the Raja and Mr. Elphin- 
stonc, that the former should be restored to the whole of the dcmiinions pos- 
sessed by his ancestors, when the Raja was released from confinement by 
General Smith’s army. That gallaikt officer, at his first interview with his 
Highness, is made to say: “ The whole of the empire will follow the Maharaj ; 

now there is no apprehension or doubt. The throne is with the Maharaj.” 
The defeat of the Peishwa’s army is attributed to the Raja’s having come over 
to us, and his Highness is stated to have ordered a salute to be fired in honour 
of our victorious army. Ilis comiftg over to us is represented to have been the 
effect of a preconcerted arrangement with Mr. Elphinstone under a secret 
engagement that his Highness should obtain the empire. A Mr. Billarnore is 
ft'presented to have said : This vast empire is the possession of the Maharaj 
and by this means we are told that the Raja began to receive nuzzerana* from 
every village according to former rule. The raising of the Raja’s standard 
unider'a salute is referred to, and at an interview which afterwards followed, 
General Smith is made to declare, “ His Highness the Maharaj will administer 
“ his empire, and we will expel Bajee Row from his residence in the country. 

His Highness is the owner of the empire. His ^|jghness will go to Siittara, 
“ sit on the throne, and administer the Government. His Highness will have 

no apprehension of Bajee Row any more, and Bajee Row will not be per- 

“ mitted 

* This is the usual recognition in India of sovereign power. 


ties against the British Government, than a desire to regain the extensive 
** sovereignty enjoyed by Sevajee,* accounts of whose feats and dominion the 
Chitnavees Bulwunt Row was constantly recounting to him, renrtirking at 
the same time, that he ought still to be in the enjoyment of them. I suspect 
“ him and the Senaputtee to be the principal advisers ; yet his Highness does 
‘‘ not allow himself to be often guided by others.” 

17. llesey Sewram Bandery, another witness, states: ** Between the CJom- 
“pany’s Government and the Maharaj Sircar friendship existed. During the 
“ last five or six years a contrary course has begun to appear on the part of the 

Maharaj. Upon making an inquiry as to the cause of this, it appeared that 
the Raja and the Chitnavees, and other mundullee, having entertained a 
wish that the raj (dominions) 'should be extended, they opened a communi- 
“ cation with foreign parts. The Chitnavees prepared a bukkur, or a memoir, 
‘‘for the purpose of negotiating with the British Government: on this the 
“ seal of the Maharaj Sircar is attached and my name ; Ramchunder Shastry’s 
“ apd Babajee Ramchundcr’s is attached as witnesses. In consequence of 
“ that bukkur I was fully convinced that what I used to hear was true.” 

18. Wc have, however, a far more unexceptidnable witness than either of 
the above on this part of the case. Dr. Milne, the professed and accredited 
advocate of the Raja, has himself afforded the most decisive testimony in 
regard to the inward workings of his Highness’s mind, irom the day on which 
he was released from confinement on the field of battle by the army under 
General Smith, and from the period when he was seated on his throne by Mr. 
Elphinstone. This is contained in two letters, dated the 15th January and 
10th February last, addressed by Dr. Milne to Mr. Secretary Macnaghten, and 
to which, as well as to Lieutenant-Colonel ( )vans’s comments on them con- 
tained in his letters of the 1st February, and Kith March last, I now solicit 
the earnest attention of the Board. 
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mitted to enter the kingdomT nor will the empire be ever ceded to any other 
than his Highness the Maharaj.” 

21. At his first interview with Mr. Elphinstone, the Raja is said to have 
observed, in reply to some complimentary expressions, “ The stipulations 

were executed through the hand of the Chitnavees, and he has a confiden- 
tial promise from you, which I hope you will abide by according to law. I 
“ have my confidence in you, and on this account I have left every one and 
** every thing, and become confederated with you: now you should keep your 
promise.” Mr. Elphinstone’s alleged reply is vaguely given ; but he is said 
to have remarked, that a proclamation had been prepared which proclama- 
tion was, on a subsequent occasion, read to the Raja by Ballajee Punt 
Natoo. 

22. The Raja’s expectations are, however, more vividly expressed in the 
following communication imputed to Captain Grant Duff, the officer who was 
our first Resident after the establishment of the Sattara Government. “ He 
‘^.(Captain Grant) stated, it is in the mind of Mr. Elphinstone, after the con- 
“ quest of the forts of Kilfa and Kummulgur, to place the following countries 
“ under the Raja’s authority; that is, from the mountain Syadry to this side 

of the River Neera, towards the bank of the River Bheema, and thence 
“ towards the junction of the rivers of Kristna and Bheema. We have written 
to the Marquis of Hastings, the Governor General of India; besides this, 
“ we will act conformably to our promise. If we were to give all the forts 
“ into your possession tliere would be risk, as the dispute is not yet settled ; 
“ therefore we will maintain the defence of all the forts and raise the neshan 
“ (standard) of his Highness the Maharaj.” To this his Highness is stated to 
have replied, “You speak now beyond former agreement, so that, with its 
“ recollection, write to the Governor General of India^ and also tell Mr. Russell 
“ to speak thus.” 

23. In several passages of the “ Sketch,” the Raja is represented to have 
been made use of in conquering the Peishwa’s possessions, and more especially 
in the capture of the fort of Wassota, in which his family were imprisoned. 
In regard to an address wliicli, from the context, appears to refer to the pro- 
clamation under which the Raja was established on the throne, his Highness 
is represented to have objected to one article, setting forth “ that he had been 
“ liberated from his confinement imposed by the Peishwa, and had been 
“ crowned and to have remarked, that he had been crowned for a long time, 
and that it was not true that he was to be reinstated on the throne, but that he 
liimself had joined the cause of the Englisli ; and he concluded by remarking 
“ What is this that you now state, contrary to the terms of our friendship ?” 

24. In the above passages the germs of the ambition which possesses this 
unhappy Prince seem unfolded to our view. The sentiment appears to have 
increased with years, and ultimately to have betrayed him into the insane pro- 
jects which at length, stand unmasked. I beg here to quote and to adopt the 
following opinions and remarks of Lieutenaiil-Colonel Ovans, in his despatch 
of the 1st of February last. This “ Historical Sketch” is an important docu- 
ment, and fully bears out what is staled by the dift’erent witnesses, as to the 
idea entertained by the Raja and instill^ into his Highness’s mind by the 
Chitnavees, as to a more ample sovereignty. The plain meaning of this memoir 
appears to be, that a secret intrigue was carried on with the British Govern- 
ment, by means of the Chitnavees, both before and after our rupture with the 
Peishwa, having for its object the placing the whole of the empire in the 
hands of the Raja ; that, on the faith of this, his Highness deserted the Peishwa 
and joined our camp ; and that our engagements were afterwards violated, 
and only a limited sovereignty conferred upon him. That such an idea had 
takei^ possession of the Raja’s mind from the beginning is pretty clear ; it is 
alluded to by Captain Gr^nt in the passage of his history quoted by the Com- 
mission. Difficulties also were started, even at the formation of the treaty, as 
alluded to by Captain Grant in his letter to Mr. Elphinstone, under date the 
30th September 1819; and Colonel Briggs, in a report to Government, dated 
the 1st January 1827, refers to this ambitious feeling as likely to be the Raja's 
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ruin, in these remarkable and prophetic words : He is, however, tenacious 
“ of his prerogative, and will every day more and more resent our control. He 
“ has been lately flattered by those around him into an erroneous estimate of 
“ his own importance, and he has already evinced a strong inclination to ex» 
“ tend his connections beyond the limits prescribed by treaty. It will be for- 
“ tunate, perhaps, for his Highness, if events afford this Government an early 
“ opportunity to give him timely warning of the danger he is incurring, w I 
“ should be very apprehensive that he may succeed in involving himself in 

secret communications with those who may, at some future period, provoke 
** the resentment of Government, when it is likely a development of a system of 
“ intrigues with his Highness may take place ^ which will altogether shake our con’- 
^^jidence and may lead to his ultimate 7'uin,^^ 

25. The memoir is declared to have been executed by the command of' 
his Highness,” and we have therefore, as Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans justly 
observes, an open avowal, that from the first his Highness was discontented 
with the limited country conferred upon him, and that disappointed ambition, 
inflamed by the insidious and dangerous counsels of his advisers, particularly 
Bulwunt Row Chitnavees, has led liim to forget all that he owed to the British 
Government. “ It ought not also to be forgotten,” the Acting Resident adds, 
“ that this charge of broken faith against the British Government, and the 

restoration of the sovereignty of the countries ruled by the former Peishwa, 
“ constitutes the basis of the transactions with the Goa authorities.” 

26. Bulwunt Row Chitnavees gives the following account of the Histo- 
rical Sketch : “ The bukkur (memoir) written has been sealed and witnessed 
“ as deposed to. by Kascy Seoram. The Maharaj related the circumstances 
“ which occurred before and after he came into the camp of the British Go- 

vernment. He caused a rough draft to be made that was copied out fair, 
“ and the Maharaj had it sealed and witnessed, and our case stands thus : to 
** speak this to the Sahib it was made. It is with the Maharaj.” — (F/V/ehis 
examination, enclosure !No. 4 of Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans’s report to Govern- 
ment of the nth September 1837.) 

27. In his letter to Mr. Maciiaghten of the 10th February, Dr. Milne pro- 
ceeds yet farther. He presumes to reflect on the conduct of the British Au- 
thorities in India, at the period of our first interference in the affairs of the 
Poona state, for having aided in restoring the authority of the late Peishwa, 
which, he says, “ led them to commit unknowingly a great act of injustice to 
“ the supreme head of the Mahratta empire, by acknowledging the inde- 
“ pcndcnce of the Peishwa, but who, in fact, was only the minister of the Raja 
“ of Sattara, whose authority he never before presumed to question, until he 
“ conceived the idea of independence from being supported by the British.” 
This strenuous advocate then refers to the Historical Sketch, to which I have 
already alluded, for the desire of Mr. Elphinstone “ to afibrd every repara- 
‘‘ tion ” for tlie injury which the Raja hadT sustained. I have no words to 
express my astonishment at the utter disregard (for it scarcely could be ig- 
norance) which this allegation bespeaks of some of the most notorious facts in 
Indian history. The merest tyro cannot require to be informed, that long 
antecedently to our connexion with the Poona state, the Peishwas had become 
defacto^ if not de Jure^ the chief lords of the Government, retaining in close 
custody, as political puppets, the descendants of Sevajee, and that it was 
precisely from this condition that the present Raja of Sattara was released, 
after the defeat of the Peishwa on the field of Ashtee. For some very able 
comments on Dr. Milne’s gratuitous assumptions, I beg to refer to the sixth, 
seventh, eighth, and ninth paragraphs of Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans’s letter of 
the 6th* March. 

28. The enclosure to Dr. Milne’s letter, however, is deserving of a#brief 
remark. This he designates as “ an important state document,” and it is 
styled, “ a detailed account of the sovereignty of the Government of Sattara, 

“ and of the comments of the ruling power since the time of his Highness the 
“ late Sevajee Maharaj Chutraputtee, extracted and selected, for the satis- 
“ laction of the British Government, under the authority of the present Raja 

of 
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of Sattara.’’ The Acting Resident has divided this document into five SATTARA 
heads : ^ APERS. 

1st. An account of former plots against the Raja. Miiiluc 

2d. The confinement of his people. by the Govern; 

3d. The concessions now required to be made to him. 31 May 1838= 


4th. The authority formerly possessed by his Highness and by his ancestors. 

5th. The pledge "made by Mr. Elphinstone to restore to his Highness the 
Government of his ancestors. 

29. It is with the two last of these points that I have principally to deal. 
In regard to the first it may be observed, that the fact of false aceiisatioiis 
having at various times been f}referred against the Raja, cannot affect the 
merits of the present case. I'hcy inculcate caution and discretion in the 
consideration of questions of this nature, and the necessity of sifting and well 
weighing the evidence by which they are supported. It is however remark- 
able, that among the alleged instances of false accusation adduced by the 
Raja, his intrigues with tlie Goa authorities are included, and these have now 
been incontestably established. 

30. With regard to the second point* it may be observed, that no unne- 
cessary severity has been exercised in the cases referred to, and tliat every 
indulgence has been sliewii to the persons in question, compatible with their 
safe custody, and with due security against their being tampered with. I 
have els(‘where alluded to the great difficulties uiitler which these inquiries 
have been prosecuted, and which must continue in full force so long as the 
authority of the Raja remains, and liis ample resources can be applied to the 
purposes of corruption. In the 24th paragraph of his report of the 30th 
November, Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans observes : “ It must, I think, be evi- 
‘‘ dent, that an inquirj^ carried on, as this has. been, in a foreign country, 
“ against the Sovereign of that country himself, vested in his own person with 

despotic powers, as, also with unbounded means at his disposal, and un- 
“ fettered by law or in any other manner in the exercise of' his authority, 

must have very formidable obstacles to contend against, and full allowances 
“ must be made in weighing any evidence obtained under such circum- 
“ stances.’’ 

31. In regard to the third point, I shall only refer to the sixteenth para- 
graph of Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans’s report of the (ith of March last, for a 
list of the demands wliich the Raja does not hesitate to make on the British 
Government. Most of these would be inadmissible at anytime; but at a 
period when, by repeated, even treasonous breaches of treaty on the part of 
his Highness, the alliance between the two states must be regarded as vir- 
tually dissolved, they seem truly preposterous. 1 can, however, very well 
understand the tactics of his Highness's advocates, in tlius endeavouring to 
assume the position of an injured and complaining party. 

32. In elucidation of the fourth and fifth points, I l)cg to make some quo- 
tations from the document itself. It eoranicnces with an assertion wJiich 
every one must know to be false, namely, that, in consequence of a treaty 
with the Raja, the English Government were enabled to obtain a complete 
victory. It is matter of history, that the Raja was proclaimed on the llth 
February 1818, ‘and thnt no treaty was concluded with him until September 
1819. Next succeeds a series of documents, the first being dated as far back 
as the 4th April 1775, apparently to prove, what no one disputes, that former 
Peishwas exercised the powers they liad usurped in the name and authority 
of the representative of Sevajee. The Raja then states (for it must be l>orne 
in mind that the document purports to proceed from himself), that alter the 
British Government had formed an alliance witli Bajec Row, an agent was 
deputed to the Governor General at Delhi, to solicit that the management of 
the country might be made over to the Raja, and was informed that the re- 
quest could not bo acceded to until the existing trcsigy had been violated, when 

his 

* On this head the 20th and 2l8t paragraphs of the Acting Resident’s letter of the 6th March 
last may be referred to. 





242 • 


MINUTES OF THE 


SATTARA his Highness must rest assured that, “ he being the possessor of the dominion, 
PAPERS. it should revert to him.” The Raja then refers to Mr. ElphinstoneV alleged 

Mi^e breach of faith. That distinguished personage, on whose honour, public and 
by the Governor, private, even calumny has never yet ventured to breathe a reflection, is repre- 
S1 May 1838. sented to have been satisfied of the supreme ])Ower of his Highness over the 
chieftain, as the PeJshwa pretended to be independent of his Higliness,” 
and to have promised that, in case the Peishwa violated the treaty or levied 
war, “ then his Highness the MaharaJ should be confident of his word, which 
“ he had just pledged, for the restoration of his Government,” requesting that 
this promise inight not transpire. In conclusion, the Raja states, that the 
Peishwa, after his defeat at Kirkee and retreat from Poona, requested his (the 
Raja’s) sanction to commence hostilities against the English, “ but that, in 
“ consequence of Mr. Elphinstone’s pledge, the Raja rejected all these over- 
turcs, as well as others of a similar nature which he received from the Raja 
of Nagporc.” The anachronism in this statement is sufficient evidence of 
its falsity. 

I do not deem it requsite to notice the calumnious attack on the cha- 
racter and proceedings of this Government, and on tliose of its officers, con- 
tained ill Dr. Milne’s addresses to Mr. Macnaghten of the 15th of January 
and 10th of February, or Lieutenant-Colonel Oyans’s remarks in refutation of 
them. I shall hereafter have an opportunity of commenting on tlie unjusti- 
fiable proceedings of this gentleman, when 1 submit to the Hoard his corres- 
pondence with the Raja, which has lately been obtained by the Acting Resi- 
dent. 1 think it right, however, to call attention to llic character assigned to 
Bulwnnt Row Chitnavecs, the author of the Historical Sketch, in the 14th, 
15th, and 16th paragraphs of Lieutenaiit-Culonel Ovans’s letter of, the 1st of 
February, and to the 17th and 18th paragraphs of the same letter, for a refu- 
tation ot' the attack made by the ex-President of the Medical Boartl ou the 
character of Ballajee Punt Natoo. 

34. Neither do I conceive it necessary to offer any reply to the accusation 
of breach of faith contained in the bukkur, or Historical Sketch, and repeated 
in the important state document prepared by the Raja against the British 
Government generally, and against Mr. Elphinstoiic in particular, otlierwisc 
1 should refer to the statement of Ballajee Punt Natoo, himself an actor in 
many of the important events and transactions that preceded and followed the 
downfall of the Peishwa in 1817-18, which forms an acconij)animent to Lieute- 
nant-Colonel Ovans’s letter of the 1st February.* We are, indeed, much 
indebted to Dr. Milne, for having thus unintentionally aided the cause of truth 
in this instance, and for having thrown so much additional light on a case 
which, at first, was so mysterious and inexplicable. The chief use of the 
documents he has furnished (and, in this point of view, they arc invaluable), 
is, that they completely disclose what were the real feelings of the Raja 
towards llic British Government, at the very period when wc imagined that 
we were conferring upon him the most important benefits. Having now ascer- 
tained, beyond a doubt, that discontent and dissatisfaction then predominated 
in the mind of his Highness, wc can easily conceive how this feeling has gra- 
dually ripened into the most rancorous hostility, and under the conspiring 
influence of extravagant, if not superstitious impressions of his own dignity 
and destinies, has led him, step by step, into the unhappy predicament in 
wliich lie is now placed. 

35. I now proceed to the third and last head into which I have divided this 
minute, or to submit my opinion respecting the manner in which the Sattara 
case should be finally disposed of. 

36. In the first instance, I beg to refer to my minute dated the 30th January 
1S37, as containing my sentiments regarding how the case should have been 
then disposed of, on the ^evidence which had been elicited by the Sattara 

commission, 

* The 8tli, 9t]i, 10th, 11th, 12th, 13th, and ]4tli paragraphs of his letter of the Gth March con- 
tain somt; very sensible remarks on the actual condition of the Raja when in the hands of the Peishwa, 
and at the period of his rc-cstablishment on the Sattara throne by the British Government. 
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commission, and which was almost exclusively confined to the attempt of the 
Raja on the fidelity of the Native officers of the 23d regiment of Native 
infantry. 'Fhe sentiments met with the unanimous concurrence of the Board 
as it was then composed. 

37. I am happy that I took the view contained in that document, because 
it ednveys abundant proof, if any be required, that this Government possesses 
no wish for territorial aggrandizement, nor feels any inclination to deal harshly 
with the Raja. On the contrary, I conceive that, if any objection can be 
urged against the measures there proposed, it must refer to their leniency, 
rather than to their severity. We certainly thought that some penalties should 
be imposed on the Raja for the offence of which we conceived him guilty, but 
wc desired to temper justice with mercy, which was perhaps carried to an 
extreme. 

38. In the 43d paragrajffi of that minute, however, I expressed myself 
doubtful of finding my views supported by the Government of India. That 
doubt was in the sequel verified, in a letter from Mr. Secretary Macnaghten, 
dated 22d May 1837. The sentiments of the Government of India were thus 
expro^ssed : — “ The Governor (general in Council cannot agree with the Bom- 
“ bay Government, that it is expedient to adopt a middle course in this case. 
“ I'he Report of the Commissioners convicts the Raja of an attempt to corrupt 

the fidelity of our troops, and of plotting the subversion of our rule, and if 
“ he is guilty, he is guilty of an offence with which there should be no com- 

promise; nor can his Lordship in Council admit the principle, that in a 
“ case like the present, the British Government should, from fear of imputations 
** on the purity of its motives, refrain from the plain course of resuming terri- 
“ lories and power, when those who have been entrusted wdth them are using 
“ tliem for its destruction. In such a case, his Lordship in Council is of opi- 
“ niou that the treason should recoil upon those who contrived it, and should 
“ be made, at the same time, a source of additional strength to the Britisli 

Government.” The Government of India then proceeded to state, that their 
first impression was, in the event of the Raja’s being finally pronounced guilty, 
and on the supposition that his nearest connexion and the greater part of his 
Court were innocent anti unconscious of his supposed designs, to set him aside, 
and put his brother, or other best qualified member of his family, in his stead, 
taking care to reduce his military force, and to provide for the support of a 
body of horse under British officers from the Sattara resources. As, however, 
tlie |)apcrs which wc had intermediately forwarded had shaken their confi- 
dence in the supposed innocence of the Raja’s brother, and of others who had 
exercised an influence in the Sattara Government, if on inquiry it should 
a[)pear that the whole of the Raja’s family were implicated in treasonable 
designs, then his Lordship in Council informed us, that he would not hesitate 
to recommend that they be altogether set aside, and the territories annexed 
to the British territory. 

31). I have no doubt that, by many, the views propounded in Mr. Mac- 
naghten’s letter of the 22d May last, will be considered sound and statesman- 
like, even on the supposition that the case stood exactly in the position which 
it occupied when I wrote my minute of the 30th January 1837. Possibly I 
was too indulgent, too anxious to spare the guilty, too fearful of misconstruc- 
tion. No offence can be more unpardonable in a Native ally, than that of 
attempting to seduce our troops ; for, if once we arc disarmed, our empire 
is gone. 

40. In the minute quoted, however, I expressly reserved myself for 'another 
sort of case than that which I was then considering, anil, indeed, for the case 
which has actually arisen. In the 3d paragraph I observed : “In delivering 
“ my sentiments, therefore, on the present subject, I must beg that they may 
“ be considered dependant on the result of our recent reference to the Goveni- 
“ uient of Agra ; for, if it shall hereafter be established that the Raja has held 
'' with the ex-Raja of Nagpore communications of a hostile and treacherous 
“ nature against the British Govcriiinent, a case for exemplary punishment 
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SATTARA “ will have arisen, and one in which our motives for inflicting it cannot reason- 
PAPERS. « ably be misconstrued.” 

^ ™y i^inute, again, of the 15th August 1837, adverting to the final 

^S1 disposal of the case, I observed as follows : If the case still stood, in point 

of evidence, where it did when we recommended to the Government of 
India a moderate and middle course in the punishment of the Raja, I should 
'' have ventured to defend that advice, notwithstanding the dissent of the 
‘‘ Government of India ; and I firmly believe, that the Home Authorities, had 
“ they been consulted, would have acceded to our opinion, subject to the 
** question, whether any, the least, attempt to seduce our Native troops from 
their loyalty ought not to be considered an unpardonable offence. Our case 
“ against the Raja was not at that time a very strong one. The evidence, 
though satisfactory to us, was such as might be questioned without any 
‘‘ obstinate incredulity. The offence, though great, might be regarded as the 
fruit of some casual and momentary^ aberration, aided perhaps by some mis- 
management on the part of the British Government or its agents. At 
present, the matter exhibits a greatly altered appearance. Such a mass of 
proof has been obtained, and there is every reason to expect still further 
“ additions to it, as must, I think, convince the most hardened unbeliever. 

And in what light does tlic offender appear? For years, during which he 
“ has been the petted child of the Company, the object of their constant 
‘‘ indulgence, the theme of their ardent applause, and during which he has, in 
“ fact, maintained a semblance of the utmost cordiality with the British 
Authorities in contact with him, without even the pretext of a grievance, he 
“has been cherishing the most treasonous projects against those who raised 
“ him from a prison to a throne.” 

42. When, however, I recorded these remarks, Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans’s 
reports, commencing with that dated the 11th November last, had not reached 
us ; and 1 need scarcely say, how greatly my opinions have been strengthened 
and confirmed, by the mass of additional ])roofs against the Raja which acconi* 
panied these reports. Every ingredient in the case which, in January 1837, 
induced me to advise a middle course, has now disappeared or become neu- 
tralized. The attempted seduction of our troops, that offence “ with which 
“ there slioiild be no compromise,” appears in its most aggravated form ; and 
1 very decidedly, tliough with great pain, subscribe to the opinion of the 
Government of India, that “ the treason should revert upon those who con- 
“ Irived it, and should be made, at the same time, a source of additional 
“ strcngtli to the British Government.” 

43. 1 am aware that tlic Government of India have since expressed altered 
views of the case, and have thought that we were pressing our inquiries to a 
length tedious, profitless, and fraught with inconvenience. On this point I 
will not dwell. I believe that we may have injured the case, tliough with the 
best intentions, by presenting to that Govtu'iiment the evidence exactly as it 
reached our own hands (1 mean in a piecemeal and disjointed state), and I 
feel no doubt that, when his Lordship in Council shall have studied the entire 
case with all the additional evidence now attached to it, and in the digested 
form to which it has been reduced, he will agree with us, that it is one to 
which the })rinciples above cited from the letter of the 22d May 1837, princi- 
ples which I do not understand him to have abandoned for a moment, precisely 
and emphatically apply. 

44. There is, however, one gloss attemj)tcd to be put on the Raja’s conduct, 
by persons who nevertheless admit the facts proved against him, or many of 
tliem, \vhich this may be the best place to notice. They allege that, what- 
(;ver his ITighness may have done, he never had any serious intention of 
breaking with his British friends. Having few objects to interest or amuse 
liim, he got up a sort of intrigue with Goa, which he did not regard as leading 
to any real results, but which served to divert some of his leisure hours, and 
gave him consequence in the eyes of his attendants. 

45. This explanation may, perhaps, satisfy those who are content with a 
superficial view of the case. 1 will not take the trouble to study the facts in 

evidence?, 
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evidence, bnt I see no traces of it in the papers. A number of persons were 
employed in the missions which, during a period of ten years, the Raja deputed 
to Goa and other places ; but not one of these seems to have suspected that 
he was a mere puppet, set in motion for the diversion of his master. Nearly 
forty witnesses, I think, have been examined, most of whom were more or 
less concerned in the missions alluded to ; but all these, whether they confess 
or deny their connection with the intrigue, treat it as a proceeding of the most 
sehous kind. The Raja himself, and his advocate. Dr. Milne, never for a 
moment intimate that we arc mistaking jest for earnest, and magnifying an 
amusement into a crime. They assert the charge to be a foul calumny, 
engendered revenge and malice, and sustained by falsehood and perjury. 

4(). What marks uf seriousness, short of actual rebellion, could an intrigue 
exhibit, which are not to be found in the proceedings under consideration ? 
Was it for the conduct of a dull and expensive joke that the Swamee of Sunk- 
eshwur recommended Nago Dcorao to the service of his friend, the Raja? 
Was it in the character of actors in a foolish farce that the whole of the mun^ 
dullec were salaried by the Raja, at high rates, for several years together? 
Was it in the ])romotionof a court-amusement that his Highness spent dC,00() 
rupees, which are entered in the bankers’ books as expended on the Goa 
affair, most part of the sum being credited under a false name ? When Don 
Manocl deputed liis agent Ilerculano to Sattara, was it merely for the pur- 
pose of pleasing his Highness with a dramatic representation ? When Nago 
Dcorao, on his death-bed, exhorted the mundullee to be zealous and active, 
and predicted, in that case, the success of their cause, was this dying scene 
a part of the interlude, or w^as it in reward for his services as a jester, that 
he solemnly implored the Raja to befriend his children and relations ? Above 
all, was it a part of the divertisement, when the Raja received into his palace, 
at night, and in disguise, two officers of the British army, and made his ac- 
knowledgments to them for their intended perfidy to their colours, and en- 
joined them, on a certain concerted signal from his- Highness, to throw off 
their allegiance and join him in open rebellion ? This, it will at least be 
allowed, was carrying the jest somewhat far. To play at treason is a danger- 
ous sport; and I am much inclined to believe, that a state which consents 
to laugh at such jests as these, will quickly be in a situation to justify the 
utmost derision of its enemies. 

47. The argument whicli I have, as 1 trust, answered, is based on the idea, 
that tlic plots of the Raja were too contemptible to be treated otherwise than 
with ridicule. Tliere is another, which makes a somewhat different use of 
the same materials. We are told that the Raja, at the worst, is an enemy too 
insignificant to be punished ; that the very schemes which this case discloses 
prove him incapable of giving us real trouble, and that we should, therefore, 
seize the occasion of treating him with a magnanimity whicli can involve us 
in no danger. I must, wdth all deference, dissent from every proposition 
wdiich this reason includes or implies. The argument is, that his lligliness is 
powerless to injure us, and therefore should be forgiven for the attempt. I 
beg leave to deny both the truth of the premises and the justness of the con- 
clusion. 

48. I deny, in the first place, the justness of the conclusion, even supposing 
the premises admissible. The object of punishment, I need not say, is not to 
inflic;i expiatory pain on the offender, but to deter others from committing a 
like ofi'ence. That end, however, will be totally sacrificed, if the malignant 
enmity with which the Ruler of Sattara has, for a long course of years, been 
plotting our destruction*, is passed over with a slight reprimand, merely be- 
cause his power to do harm is not commensurate with his will. Sitviated as 
we are in India, we can scarcely look for a hearty and disinterested friendship 
from those Native allies and tributaries whom our Government at once pro- 
tects, restricts, and oversliades. From none of them, indeed, had we, so clear 
a right to expect it as from the Sattara Raja, and the value of such an expec- 
tation is now fully exposed. Our best hope is in the feelings of prudence 
and self-interest which the position and circumstances of those princes must 
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SAJTARA dictate to them ; but these supports we throw away, if we read to them such 

PAPERS. an inverted lesson as would be afforded by our forgiveness of the Sattara Raja, 

Mi^e after the criminal conduct of which he has been convicted. Any one of them, 
7 the Governor, henceforth, w^ho is instigated by fancied wrongs, or ambitious passion, to con- 
31 May 1838. spire against us, will surely yield to the temptation, assuring himself that 
his machinations, if dexterous and able, will be rewarded by success, and if 
weak and abortive, will be passed over with impunity. 

453. But I deny, farther, the truth of the premises from which this conse- 
quence is deduced. Daily we hear asserted the precariousness, at the best, 
of OUT Indian empire. It is represented as a government of the sword ; an 
edifice built on a shifting sand ; a fort constructed on the bed of a mine. If 
there be any meaning at all in such representations, they must imply that, 
under contingencies which can neither be foreseen nor averted, our government 
in this country may be subjected to the most imminent hazards, by causes in 
themselves quite trivial and insignificant. The removal of a few grains of dust 
may cause the building to colla])se ; the fall of a single spark may blow the 
fortress into the air. We should be acting a highly weak and absurd part, if 
a sense of our insecurity were to induce us to listen with eager avidity to every 
tale of alarm which malice or jealousy may fabricate ; but where plots, how- 
ever impracticable, are actually proved to have been formed, we are not at 
liberty to neglect tlieni, either in the view of defence or of example. Let it 
be recollected, that our safety entirely depends, under Providence, on our own 
caution, firmness, and promptitude. 

50. The Raja of Sattara is feeble as a statesman, and his talents for 
intrigue may be contemptible ; yet a conjecture is possible, in w hich his power 
to injure us would be great. Let us suppose, for example, that one of his 
criminal speculations w^erc realized, and that an army of continental Kuropcans 
were on our northern frontier. It might, in that case, make the most serious 
difference, whether the compact territory of Sattara, occupying as it does the 
heart of the Deccan, and traversed by some of the principal lines of communi- 
cation bet\veeii different portions of our territories, w^as in our own hands, or 
in those of a secret but determined enemy. 1 pause not to consider for wdiat 
good purpose such an arrangement of things is to be maintained, or to what 
extent the object originally aimed at by the creation of this subordinate power, 
wdiich was that of conciliating the Mahratta race, is likely to be answered, when 
the very instrument of conciliation is our bitter foe ; but 1 may be allowed to 
ask, wdiether, as rulers of India, our means are so great, our expenses so light, 
and our task so easy, that we can afford gratuitously to add lo our difficulties, 
by entrusting a considerable portion of the resources, on which we ought to 
be able to rely, to the keeping of conlcssed traitors, and to comfort ourselves 
with the reflection that their treachery is neutralized by their imbecility ? 

51. I have considered, on general rather than on particular grounds, what 
should be the final disposal of this case, supposing always that the guilt of the 
Raja is thought lo be established. For the considerations that more particu- 
larly attach to it as an individual case, I beg to refer to the Reports of Lieute- 
nant-Colonel Ovans. I would specially mention his report of 30th November 
1837, paragraphs 48-59 ; his report of the Oth March last, paragraphs 15-19; 
and finally, his report of the 17th January last, containing a condensed sum- 
mary of the evidence against the Raja, prepared expressly for the purpose of 
being submitted to his Highness when he shall be put on his defence. Time 
presses so much, that 1 am not able either to abridge or to comment on the 
remarks of the Acting Resident. Perhaps this is fortunate, as I might not do 
justice to his view\s, distinguished as they are by the same sound sense and 
judgment and also by the same honesty and firmness of purpose, which have 
throughout characterized his proceedings in the arduous and trying situation 
ill which he has been placed. 

52. I. perfectly agree with Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans wdien he argues, that 
this is not a esse that can be disposed of by admonition or reprimand, or by 

‘ attempting to attach, or re-attach, the Raja to the British connection by mea- 
sures of lenity and forgiveness. His Highness, it will be observed, exhibits 

no 
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no symptoms of contrition. At one time it was believed that he meditated a SATTARA 
confession of his fault; but from this, perhaps his most sensible course, he is PAPERS, 

said to have been directed by his Bombay advisors. Whatever may be the Minute 

counsels that sway him, he has assumed the position, not of repentant guilt, by theGovernc 
but of traduced and oppressed innocence. He loudly demands redress for 
the suspicions and humiliations that he has undergone, and vengeance against 
the accusers who have caused his wrongs. Not only so, but he has seized, as 
I before observed, this occasion, to marshal in array what he alleges to have 
been the grievances originally sustained by him at our hands, and he calls for 
reparation and indemnity. Under these circumstances, what ground does the 
case present on which an amicable adjustment can be made ? To talk of 
showing him mercy will, on his principle, be to add gross insult to grievous 
injury. He will say, I have done nothing to call for lenity. I arn unjustly 
“ jiccused, and even pronounced guilty, of crimes which never entered rny 
“ imagination : make compensation to me for this unheard-of persecution. I 

want redress, not pardon. Declare me innocent by proclamation. Confess 
‘Mhat I have been cruelly wronged, ('ede me territory; cede me my just 
“ claims over the Jagheerdars. Deliver up to me niy false and base accusers, 

“ that I may deal with them according to tlieir deserts.*' Such would, un- 
doubtedly, be the language of liis Highness; and 1 own that, if we lay our- 
selves open to it, I see not how it can possibly be answered. There is but one 
course that we can consistently pursue, if we deny him to be innocent; it is, 
to deal with him as a criminal. 

53. It will be asked, however, whether he is to be condemned without the 
opportunity of defending himself. The llaja has not been told of the evidence 
taken by Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans, and undoubtedly has a right to be heard 
in his own vindication. I have never meant otherwise, although I do not tliink 
that he will vindicate himself successfully. In my minute of the 15tli August 
1837, “ I am larther strongly of opinion, that before the case is conclusively 
“ dis|)osed of, the Raja should be made acquainted with the fresh evidence 
“ which has been elicited against him, and should be allowed the oj)portunity 
“ of offering defence or explanation.” I repeat that opinion ; not meaning* 

^ that there should be merely the form or farce of a trial, to be closed by a ready- 
made judgment, but that the defence should be fairly heard and impartially 
weighed. So far as this Government should be called to decide on that de- 
fence, it would be my honest endeavour to discharge my mind of all my pre- 
vious opinions on the subject, and to judge the case as if I heard it for the first 
time. But if it be thought that the Bombay Government is too strongly pre- 
possessed with the guilt of the Raja to be placed in the chair of judgment over 
his lliglme.ss, let the Government of India conslitute, in any manner which 
they think fittest, an impartial and competent judicature for the occasion. 

54. What sort of trial it should be, is a question which may divide opinion. 

Some may think that it should be modelled on the practice of an ordinary 
court of criminal justice, sitting perhaps with open doors, and with the advan- 
tage to both the accused and accusers of being attended, if they please, by 
professional advisers or advocates. In such a case, Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans 
might very well fill the post of a prosecutor; and I doubt not tliat tlic Raja 
would be supported by English counsel and attornies’frorn Bombay. Before 
such a course, however, is adopted, I trust that it will be well considered. 

States are bound to act justly in dealing with their allies or tributaries; but 
there are a thousand cases in which it may be impossible for them to adopt 
their course to the ordinary forms of judicial procedure. I must, therefore, 
regard a precedent as highly inconvenient, if not highly dangerous, which 
Would establish the rule, that the British Government cannot depose- any 
prince not taken Jlagi'antc hello ^ except through the medium of a formal trial. 

If we are to go so far, indeed, I know not why we should not go farther. 

The Raja might ask that half the Commissioners should be subjects of 
Sattara or of some other Native country : he might claim a rigl^f of challenge : 
he might insist on being tried by his peers. There is no end to the demands 
J^ud difficulties tliat might arise. 


55. It 
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/3G. There is, however, a very material observation to be offered in this 
place. Whatever be the mode of trial or inquiry we adopt, yet if the Raja is 
to have the opportunity of offering evidence (and I conceive that he ought), it 
is essential that he be placed in the same situation with any other accused 
person, and enjoy the same advantages, but no more. Pending the trial or 
other proceeding, therefore, his functions of sovereignty should be suspended. 
His ample wealth and despotic power furnish him with almost unlimited 
means of procuring favourable cvidenjce by corruption, and of deterring by 
violence or intimidation all evidence of another character ; and of these 
means, if left in his hands, he is likely to avail himself without scruple. 
Such a perversion of justice it is essential to prevent; and this may, I con- 
ceive, be done in the manner 1 have proposed. Let the accused be allowed 
the widest latitude and the utmost facility of defence ; but let him be dis- 
armed, for the time, of the ability to defeat justice, by introducing falsehood 
and excluding truth. 

57. On the supposition, that the effect of these proceedings will be to 
vacate the gadi of Sattara, it will be for consideration, whether any 
and what successor shall be appointed. This question I hav(j considered 
anxiously, and with a sincere desire to advise, if I could do so conscientiously, 
that we should not utterly extinguish the state of Sattara, a creation of our 
own, a monument of British moderation and forbearance, and, at the same 
time, the last relic of the House of Sevajec. I regret, however, to declare my 
conviction, that we have no alternative. If a successor to the llaja is to be 
appointed, it must of course be his brother, Appa Sahib. His cousin, the 
Senaputtee, is clearly out of the question, being deeply mixed up with the 
treasons which have disqualified the present possessor. With regard to the 
brother, I believe with Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans, that he has had very little 
concern with those treasons. That he put his name to one treasonous paper, 
we know from his own statement; but it is a general, and I think a just rule, 
that a party making a voluntary confession should have the benefit of the 
extenuating circumstances he brings forward ; and, under the operation of 
this rule, we must hold that Appa Sahib was induced to sign the paper in 
question by the fear that the Raja would take his life. Notwithstanding this 
circumstance, I am not disposed to recommend him for the throne which his 
brother has forfeited. The treaty does not bind us to it, for it was personal 
with the present Raja and its advantages have been lost. The very events 
wdiich have caused this discussion shew the extreme inconveniences bound up 
in the existence of such a state as Sattara : a state obtruded into the heart 
of our dominions, intercepting some of the most important of our internal com- 
munications, and likely to be ever a hot-bed of faction and mischief. I have 
the less difficulty in pressing this view of the subject, because, thougli Appa 
Sahib may be free from grave offence, yet I am not aware of anything in his 
character or services, which .should induce us to make any material sacrifice 
in his favour. 

58. If the Raja be set aside, I conceive that a suitable provision, in the shape 
of a pecuniary ^pension, will be settled on him, on condition of his residing, 
under British surveillance, in some remote part of India. In like manner we 
might grant to Appa Sahib a pension, independent of that of his brother, and 

perhaps 


55. It would be more agreeable to ordinary practice, and would at the 
same time satisfy the ends of justice, if the Raja were supplied, in writing, 
with the nature of the facts brought forward in evidence against him, and 
were called to meet them with any defensive or explanatory statement which 
he might think fit to offer. In the letter of Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans of the 
17th January last, to which I have already alluded, there is a summary of the 
evidence to be submitted to the Raja, as constituting the charges against him; 
whether such evidence should be communicated to his Highness in full, 'or in 
an abridged or abstracted form, may be a question for consideration. Mr. 
Anderson, as I collect from his minute of the 22d Instant, would hold the 
latter plan to be sufficient, and his authority on such a point is high ; but the 
determination must rest with the Government of India. 




perhaps on a more liberal scale, with liberty to reside separately, if so inclined; 
^nd this arrangomeut would, I cannot but think, be duly appreciated. 

' 59. In deposing the Raja and annexing the Sallara territories to our own, it 
would be necessary to issue a proclamation, fully setting forth the j^erfidioiis 
and treasonable conduct of which that Prince has been guilty, and referring to 
that article of the treaty under which, in consequence of his proceedings,* his 
realm has been forfeited. Now that we are apprized of the extent and jnag- 
nitude of the plots in wJiich he has been engaged against liis benefactors ; I 
have no fear that the act of his deposal will be condemned, or that tlie public 
sympathies will rally in his favour. Long as his intrigues have remained im- 
deleclcd by the British Government, I am convinced, both from the evideueo 
in this case and from other accounts, that the knowledge of them is very widcl v 
ditfused ; and, by the sensible portion of the community, he will regardi'fi 
as llie victim, not of our power or tyranny, but of his own blind, insensate, 
and ungrateful ambition. 

no. Tin; sul>ordinate agents, Dinknr Row jMohitel), Bulwunt Row, Ci)it- 
iiavees Babajee Purarkur, Chintapunt Bhattcy, and Uowlqjoe Niiik Khaskur, 
should, 1 think, he put on their defence, amf be confronted with their accu- 
sers. I'lieir final disposal may 1)e deferred ; but, even thus early, J cjfnnot 
hut ex]>ress my l»o])e that it will not be marked by extreme sewerity. 

(hi. Whetiur any, and what eomnniuication should be inadc to the Govern- 
moU of Borrugal, it is not for me to say. The determinvition of that cjuesljon 
transcends cAcii the province of the high aiitlioritics to whom tlu; (h>\ cnimenls 
of Britisli india are responsible. I do not, however, I hope, venture on ahso- 
tutely foibid^lon ground, when 1 express my earnest wish that means couh! 
he fouuvl to procure to the tioin))auy the cession geiieraily of the Portuguese 
p»>ss^.'s,siuiis in India. To Portugad these territories are absolutely \aliu:less> 
exeepi as the shattered and fading memorials of jiast glory ; to us tiicy are 
most inconveuieni neiglibouis, by breaking tlie continuity of our dominions, 
and by furnishing, in very supj)oseal)le cases, rallying points for the disc^on- 
lenls and disa/i'ect ion oi our own subjects. The Governor of Goa, in one of his 
(‘ommunicat.ions with tlie lln ja of Sattara, obscrve.s, tliat the port of ( loa is Mk' 
only door nf>w open, by which his Higfincss may gain Eurojiean aliic s againsl 
Mu Hritisii jiower; and certainly it is our obvious policy to seize the earliest 
opi>orl unity of liarring up tliis most inconvenient and possibly misclnevuus 
inlet. 

02. T now close iny sc'rics of minutes on the Sattara ease, with the un- 
feigiuvl coiua rn at the Icngtii to whi<di they have individually and oollecrtivciy 
exteiuled ; with the highest, admiration of the talent, assiduitj’', and ability , 
which Xliv Acting Resid<*nt of Sattara has evinced, in detecting and ex])osiiig 
Mk. tri.^aelierous and trcasojiablc intrigues to which Mu^y relate ; with the sin- 
eercst sense tjl' my obligations to the IVlitical Secretary, for his masterly as.ds- 
lance in digesting and Tiietliodizing the voluminous evidence in which these 
intrigues are embodied ; with the deepest gratitude to my civil Oolicagaes, lb; 
the kind and liberal sup|)ort witli which tiu'y have favoured me, in tlieir com- 
nu nts on these highl^^ important facts of the ease which have as. yet ihllcu 
uiuler their observation ; and \vitli my earnest hope, that the manner in whioii 
I have performed a duty, equally irksome, painful, and invidious, will, not- 
withstaiuling the many imperfections which, 1 doubt not, may be detected in 
it, obtain for me, in some measure, the approbation of the exalted Authorities 
whom I serve. 

(Signed) R. Guant, 

3Lst May 1838. 
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MINUTE BY MR. JAMES PARISH, 

Dated 31.s7 May 1838. 

The strong impressions which 1 had before derived from the evidence bb- 
taiqccl by Colonel Ovaus and Mr. Hutt, has been confirmed by the additional 
testimony now submitted, and from the clear and connected view traced out 
by the Right Honourable the Governor in this minute,* of the bearing of the 
most consistent parts of the evidence, in several cases quite independent, and 
almost beyond the possibility of concert, upon one set of facts, I have no doubt 
whatever of intercourse in infraction of the treaty having taken place between 
his Higliness the Raja of Sattara and the ex-Raja of Nagpore, and that com- 
munications were, made by the Raja of Sattara to Moodhqjce Bhonsleh, com- 
monly called Appa Sahib, of a treasonable character, having fur their object 
to engage liim to join in schemes for the subversion of the British empire in 
India. 

(Signed) J. Parish. 

3Lst May 1838. 


MINUTE BY MR. G. W. ANDERSON, 

Dated Ul June 1838. 

I have only to record on these papers, that in my opinion, it is established 
by the testimony gathered from different quarters^ that a communication ex- 
isted between the Raja of Sattara and the ex-Raja of Nagpore, and that in this 
communication the Raja of Sattara had views and objects hostile to the British 
Government, aftbrding another instance, and in a different direction, of long- 
standing treasonable designs on the part of that Prince. Another proof of his 
singular ingratitude and as singular folly. 

(Signed) G, W. Anderson. 

1st June 1838. 


MINUTE BY MR. JAMES PARISH, 

Dated Ath June 1838. 

1 . In the minutes of 26th and 31st of May, in which the Right Honourable 
the Governor submits the views which he has taken of the remaining parts of 
the Sattara case, I generally concur. It is not necessary to rest much, as 
against the Raja, on the document to which Appa Sahib states that he was 
compelled to affix his signature. The fact of Appa’s admission, that he did 
sign it, however it may mitigate the character of the act as an offence against 
our Goveniiiicnt, is of too equivocal a nature, to render it at all safe, should 
the (Jovernmont of India eventually take the decided course which they have 
already intimated to us, to admit of the transfer of tl»e means of carrying on 
similar plots into his hands- 

2. In regard to the Raja himself, the fact of breach of treaty, and for- 
feiture of all that was secured him by that treaty, is made out, so that any 
plausible defence appears scarcely possible. The very vindication set up by 
ins advocate is an aggravation of the treacherous plots thus brought home to him, 
and avows sentiments of the basest iiigiatitude, which till lately he has always 
evinced by professions the most friendly. Nor has he been without warning ; 
altliough, probably, aware that but little of his wild conirniinications with the 
tbra authorities was known to Colonel Robertson, the warnings of that officer, 

spoken 



fcpoken of iti some of the proceedings under the term forgiveness, seem hot 
^ the least to have arrested or retarded the prosecution of those very designs. 

1 3. In their character, tliese schemes of ambition, though woven of weak 
nidterials and with little skill, are yet cidculated, if not treated in an exem- 
plary manner, to do extensive mischief to our rule. As the representative of 
the head of the Mahratta Confederacy, the name of the Raja of Sattara in 
any times of disturbance may prove to have a weight, of which wo perceive 
nothing in times of peace. The plots which he has been carrying on are 
doubtless known, in some branches at least, as intimately by the heads of the 
Mahratta States as by ourselves : tliey also know that wc have discovered 
treasonable acts, having for their direct object the subversion of our (iovern- 
meiit. They may give us credit for having discovered some of which we are 
as yet ignorant ; but all India knows that he has been detected in the attempt 
to seduce our troops, and our not liaviiig taken public notice of it is attributed 
to any conjecture the most improbable, rather than entertaining doubts of 
the fact. On what we may now do, they will reckon as the measure of our 
future policy. The course we adopt will doubtless have a very salutary, or 
a very pernicious effect, upon our relation with one of them, the Guicowar. 
If passed by with comparative impunity, he may be tempted to go on from 
hate to hostility, or to commit acts which may place us in a similar position 
with regard to him. If treated with only that rigour which the letter and the 
spirit of the treaty provide, he may be arrested by whatever motives, and 
turned into a course which maybe the preservation of his throne, and the 
restoration of politico-amicable terms, such at least as may re-establish those 
mutual good offices in our adjoining possessions of Gnzerat, which have for 
some years been suspended, but which are essential to the maintenance of 
our supremacy there, and to the well-being and peace of the country. 

4. As regards the particular measure proposed, of making the Raja ac- 
quainted with the charges proved against him, and giving him the opportunity 
of defence, although, in the peculiar position of the case, it secerns to me hardly 
necessary, yet as exhibiting to the Native powers the equitable course we 
desire to adopt, as shewing him every lenient consideration, and awarding to 
him the fullest possible measure of jmstice, I do not hesitate to assent cordially 
to it; but with this it will be indispensably necessary, that for the protection 
of those who liave given their evidence, and to prevent tampering with wit- 
nesses and intimidating them, as Colonel Ovaus has pointed out, he be 
suspended from all power as Raja while making his defence. The political 
effect of this course is also most important. 

5. This part of the procedure must, however, await the orders of the ( Jo- 
venuneni of India. With the clear and connected views of tlic various parts 
of the evidence supporting the charges which are given in the able minutes 
which our President has with such indefatigable labour prepared, that autho- 
rity will have little difficulty in giving their instructions. 

6. Perhaps it will be necessary, in the letter transmitting these last minutes 
on the Raja’s conduct, to specify particularly the points in which instructions 
are required ; and if they proceed to the measure of removing his Highness, 
either pending his defence or permanently, they should be conveyed with 
strict secrecy ; and perhaps it would be important that the intinuitiou should 
be sent direct, and by express, from the Governor General to the acting Resi- 
dent, since the facility of giving effect to such orders would mainly depend 
upon line promptitude of the measures taken. 

7. In the close of these proceedings, it is justly due to Colonel Ovans to 
record my sense of the eminent talent, deep penetration, and indefatigable 
industry. Math which he has conducted the important, difficult, and anxious 
investigation committed to him, in which he has amply fulfilled the higii ex- 
pectations entertained, wdien, at a critical juncture, lie was selected for tlio 
difficult: task he has thus far prosecuted. 

(Signed) J. FauIsh;. 

4t!i June 1^38. 
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MINUTE BY. MR. G. W. ANDERSON, 
l^ated 7th Jum 1838. 

1. Upon the paper of Appa Sahib, the brother of the Raja, my opinion is, 
that it should not be brought in to tell at all events against the Raja, otherwise 
than as corroborative proof of the facts it sets forth. Of these facts direct 
proof is wanting ; therefore coming, as it does, with a taint in the application 
of the succession to the raj, I think no consideration should be given to it. 


2. The chief point that now remains for consideration is, the course to be 
adopted towards the Raja, in the extraordinary circumstances that have been 
brought to light, showing his Highness to have been engaged, for a series of 
years, in designs hostile to the British authority and in breach of the treaty, 
in virtue of which he now has his dominions. 


3. On this question, I tliink, there is no middle course. Either all must 
be forgiven, or the territories be held forl’eited and annexed to the British 
sovereignty, 

4. In my opinion, the latter course is the one to be ado[)ted. 

fj. It is apparent, that the Raja, from the first, enlcitained ideas different 
from those on Avhich we placed him on the throne, and has thought he ought 
to be reinstated in all the powers and possessions of tlie house of Sevajee, as 
head of the Maliratta confederacy. 

0, The idea to an ambitious mind is natural. It becomes alone criminal to 
us, when it takes shape, and actual designs arc formed, and plans pqt in jn-ac- 
ticc, to acquire those ])OSscssions at our cost and destruction. 

7. That such were the views of his ITiglmcss there can 1)e no question. It 
is true that the plans and designs of his Highness were mostly ol' a futile and 
iin])otcnt character; but to this there is one fatal exception, ihe endeavour to 
seduce th^ Native officers from their allegiance, proved on the case itself, and 
proved in the facts and the character of the proceedings in the other plots in 
which the Raja has been found to be engaged. 

8. In this there was no weakness. The end strikes at the very root of our 
power, and is so decidedly fatal, that where it occurs, I cannot think there 
should be any compromise. It is to sow treason to us, to our sovereigjity, 
so destructive, that wdiere proved, there, I* cannot but think, the onus should 
fall. 


i). U is hence that 1 think the course should not bo one of forgiveness : 
tlicre is no part of the Raja's character that calls for it. We found him a pri- 
soner, a mock sovereign ; we liberate, and vest him with a real sovereignty. 
A prisoner in the Hill Fort of Sattara, lie sues for a pardon at its foot. Wo 
give him a kingdom ; and in place of gratitude for the singular munificence, 
we find him endeavouring to use the authority we so vest hijn with to the 
subversion of our Government. 


10. He practises a long course of deception; and in no part does ho show 
deceit and faithlessness worse, than in the false colour he now attempts to 
place upon the proceedings and negotiations of Mr, Elphinstone, his peculiar 
benefactor, and who watched the progress of his Highness’s government and 
administration whilst he remained in the country, with a never*failing anxiety 
and interest. Perhaps, too, the worst part of Dr. Milne’s advocacy is, in 
not disabusing his Highness’s mind of these errors, and plainly showing them, 
as he must have known them to be, a tissue of falsehood. 

‘§11. It js not with such a character as this that forgiveness is called for, or 
that hope can be entertained that good would come of it ; nor does it appear 
otherwise desirable. 


12. It 
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\12. It is not desirable in policy, as an example to other states to whom wo 
ar^iu a similar relation. It is wise, I think, to shew, that with treason of a 
certain colour, as this, wc have no compromise. 

13. The acquisition of the country will be the acquisition of so much 
strength : and there does not appear any reason why, if forfeited, we should 
hesitate to take it : to resume what we had gratuitously given, if such resump- 
tion, on a certain contingency, was the condition of the bond, and that con- 
tingency having occurred. 

14. To continue this territory, if forfeited, in other hands than our own, to 
set up another sovereign, is not demanded by the same policy which, at 
the time we made the grant to the Raja, was deemed cogent and wise. 

15. It would be otherwise bad in this respect; that to set up another 
party, there i.s danger of causing other plots, of making conspiracies the sys- 
tem by whidh the downfall of governments is to be attained, and this etiect 
might .spread, and have operation in other states than the one now in question. 
I siiould view the case as a forfeiture to the paramount state, not a question 
of succession, when, by cause of alliance or descent, a person could claim as 
in an inheritance. 

16. If this succession does not exist of right, I see in this instance no rea- 
.son why it should bo conceded to either of the claimants who, it may be 
thought, have claim by relationship : that is, Appa Sahib, the Raja’s brother, 
who advances tlie claim ; or the Senaputtee, Bala Sahib, who was part in the 
ihtrigues. 

17. I liave directed my attention solely, in the above observations, to the 
consideration of the course that should be finally adopted, in the event of its 
being determined that the Raja has forfeited his dominions, and that they are 
again at our disposal. 

IH. There is one other point in the la.st minute of the Right Honourable 
the Governor, on which I w'ould beg to ofi'er my opinion, whether, and how, 
the Raja shall be called upon for explanation in defence. 

19. In a I'ormer miijute 1 recorded, that I thought the Raja ought to be 
called upon for explanation upon the facts found against him. In doing this, 
1 should liave preferred a statement of the simple facts rather than the de- 
tailed evidence on which they are founded. It would have remained to have 
been seen, if the explanations afforded by the Raja required that any further 
information shouhl bo placed before his Highness. 

20. I do not object, however, to the whole evideirce, as indicated in the 
memorandum accompanying the Acting Resident’s letter of the 17th January 
la.st, being at once laid befiare the Raja. At the worst, it can only lead to a 
lengthy, and perhaps confused discussion. In no degree have I any idea that 
the evidence can be shaken, or events shown to be otherwise than as, from 
so many collateral circumstances, they have been found and considered esta- 
blished. 

2 1 . 1 sliould not, however, consider it a wise course to depo,se the Raja whilst 
any inquiry was going on, be that inquiry of whatever nature it may. 

22. It would be a shock to the feelings of the people, wlietlier high or low, 
•to find a sovereign so treated. They would scarcely (I should say, certainly 

not,) respect our motives. The degradation to the Prince would be thought 
of, not our sense of justice, and the cour.se would rather be attributed to our 
weakness than our strength. Ido not think it either necessary. The same 
end can be gained without it ; and the influence or power of the Raja to injure 
could, for such a purpose, be prevented, by our guarantee and assurance of 
protection. * 

(Signed) G. W. Anderson. 

7th June 1838. 
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MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

Dated 8th June 1838. 

1. I am much obliged to my Colleagues for the care and attention which 
they have bestowed on this important case. It has been to me a source of great 
satisfaction, to find that, on all essential points, we are agreed ; and it encou- 
rages me to indulge in the confident expectation, that our proceedings, in the 
painful and invidious task which we have been called to perform, will receive 
the approbation of the high Authorities by whom they will now have to be 
reviewed. 

2. With reference to the 6th paragraph of Mr. Farish’s minute, it will, 1 
think, be sufficient to* request the Governor General to favour us with full 
and explicit orders to guide our future proceedings. In regard to the most 
essential point, namely, whether the Raja should be put on his defence, his 
Lordship may be requested to prescribe to us the mode in which such a pro- 
ceeding shall be conducted. 

3. I think, also, that his instructions should be addressed to this Govern- 
ment, and not direct to Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans ; for, possibly, it may be 
necessary for us to accompany them with sup|)lemental directions. For the 
preservation of secrecy, which Mr. Parish justly thinks very important, the 
Secretary will have "the goodness to retain the instructions in his owij 
custody. 

4. 1 observe that Mr. Anderson is adverse to the deposal of the Raja whilst 
defending himself. I am quite willing to leave this point to the determination 
of the Governor General, to whom it more j)roperly appertains; but I am still, 
f confess, impressed with the idea of the extreme difiieulty, if not impractica- 
bility, of bringing this matter {o a fair and just issue, if his Highness is to make 
his defence while in possession of all those vast means of eorrujiting and falsi- 
fying the case which we know to be at his command, and which he is likely 
to employ with so little scruple. The persuasion, also, has now bccroine gene- 
ral among his subjects, that he is certain, or nearly so, of acquittal, though that 
consummation may be delayed by tlie intrigues of the Bombay (lovernment. 
The moral eiiect of this persuasion, aided by liis free use of the means above- 
mentioned,' is sure to give him a large body of witnesses ready to swear ex- 
actly as he may choose to dictate. As a counteractive to these mischiefs, Lieii- 
tcmint-Colonel Ovans, who so well understands the ease, has again and again 
declared, that a smpension ad interim of the Raja (for, aftei* all, it is only a 
,si(spemiun, not a deposal) is an absolutely essential measure. Now, if any 
step short of his suspension can gain the object, let it by all means be adopted; 
])ut, as far as 1 see, there is none other, which will both afford eflicient y)ro- 
teetion to true witnessesr, and secure us against an inundation of false 
evidence. 

5. The (Jovernor General may, however, decide, that it will be sufficient to 
furnish a written statement to the Raja, embodying the facts of the case with- 
out calling witnesses ; in which ease, the suspension of the Raja may, at all 
events, be deferred until lie lias replied. 1 think, however, that our instruct 
tions should provide for a very probable contingency. It is possible that tlic 
iiaja may cleniaud to be confronted with the witnesses against him, or may " 
insist on a formal trial, and to be attended by English counsel. 

6. In all other respects I concur with the remarks of my Colleagues, and 
have only to proymse that the whole ease be now submitted, as early as pus- 
s^le, to the Governor General, 

(Signed) R. Grant.' 

Sth June 1838. 
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MINUTE BY MR. G. W. ANDERSON, 

Dated dth June 1838. 

1 t^annot think that the suspension of the Raja during any inquiry an essen- 
tial measure. I should be concerned to see the degradation of the deposition 
of that Prince, unless as a final measure imposed in justice and for our own 
safety. .1 concur in all else of the present minute of the Right Honourable the 
Governor in Council; 

(Signed) G. W. Anderson, 

9th June 1838. 


MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

Dated 2Atk Auguat 1838. 

1. I now submit to the Board the despatches, dated as per margin,’^' from 
Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans, forwarding extracts from an intercepted corres- 
pondences with the Raja of Sattara. These were circulated by our late 
lamented President on the lltli June last, and were rCftcr wards ret u rued to 
him, in order that he might remark on them, but which his subsequent illness 
and death prevented. 

2. I would propose that the Acting Resident’s letters and the correspond- 
ence bet ibrwarded by an early opportunity to the Governor General t)f India, 
and to the Honourable the Secret Committee ; and I need not suggest that 
every ])recaution be adopted to ensure secrecy. 

3. It will be observed, that this correspondence is carrietl on m the 
Mahratta language, by a Carcoon named Rungoba, who is designated, both 
by himself ami l)r, Milm^ the Vakeel or agent of the Raja of Sattara. From 
internal evidence, however, it is already j>roved, that the correspondence 
originates from Dr. Milne, and, consequently, that he must be considered 
responsible fur it. 

4. In tlie ‘Itli paragraph of his letter of the 15th February last, Lieutenant- 
(^)Ionel Ovans notices the recent assumption by the Raja of titles not recog- 
nized by the treaty of 1819. This is not only remarkable in itself, but also 
from tl»c circumstance that the title assumed, namely, Hindoo Pud PadJihahy' 
(King of the Hindoos), is inserted in the copy of the treaty alleged to luive 
been entered into witli the Viceroy of Goa. ( Vide No. 8 List E. of accom- 
jianimcjits to the Acting Resident’s report of the 11th November 1S37.) Dr. 
Milne in this correspondence fosters the Raja’s ambition. Rungoba, in one. 
of his letters dated the 28th Deeenibej' 1837, writes thus: “ Upon this the 
“ Sahib said, the Maharaj is not at all like tlie Jaghcerdars, Iuj stands in equal 
“ rank with the English Government, according to English rules, f write 

with, pendant considiuation ; do not you fear.” In another letter, of the 
1st .Taniiary 1838, Rungoba writes: They say that tlie .British Governmeiit 
“ gave tlie raj to the Maharaj : whence was it brought, and whose was it wiieu 

given ? This also will be taken into consideration by his Lordship. So he 
“ (Dr. Milne) said.” In a letter of the 29th .January;]; the agent writes: 
“ In the Gazette of tin; 2(ith, the Sahib has inserted a publication, in which 

^ the Guicowar is a servant, and the Maharaj Sircar the master. This and 
“ otlier matters are published at length, of which a translation in Iliiidooee is 

sent, and I will send hereafter the English to the Huzoor.” On tlie“ 1st 
February^ Rungoba writes: ""Ten letters liave gom.*. to the Governor Gtmeral. 
“ Now the eleventh letter is under preparation alluding to the documents 

possessed 

* I5th February, 17th iATarcli, 2.5th April, .SlstMay, and 15tli and Kith August 1838. 

+ No. 8 of the series submitted with Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans’s letler of the 15th Fehrur.rv. 
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“ ])OSMfise(l by l{i»n» Rcijeo Maliaraj and 1!^' Juiiior Siiahoo Maharaj, after tl 
Jalc Shirajec Mabaraj CUuttnijiuttee a'ul Sbaboo Maliaraj Cbiittruputt/ 
(roin the Pf*ishwa and others eonnecl(*d jr//A //tc (ulnnn'hstratw)i of 
“ Empire, sluitrwii the < itmt of the .wr( rei<]/iij/, ami degne of reverence eijoj/ul 
hif the Mabaraj Strear f and slates that ibis document, when eonif)lc‘t(‘d, 
will 1)0 sent to the (lovernor General, the Court of Directors, and the IJritislj 
Parliament. On the Glh February^ liewiitcs: “ An extract inserted in the 
“ CMOz^elte of the 2d instant, from the Lomioa (Snzettf^, together \\illi the 
answei of the liombaif (laultc^ stat?n» that the title ‘ SattaraLur Alah.Maj 
‘‘ ‘Sircar’ aj»|)eai(’d to b(' hi<»l!. and i^ivjn<» admonition to the Governor Saliib, 
“ beino translated from English into llindooee, is sent in the scrvi(*e. In sliort, 
someone of the Enro])ean fiunds who lias gone has, in order that the Hiilish 
Farljanient and the ( 3ourt of Directors may know, that by laisint^* a ftdse 
** charge of treason ojipn’ssion Jiasbecn used, written this in an obsenu* inaniu r. 
“ [ will also send the original GVtc/ic to-inorrow. Now, the Sahib having 
“ directed me to Mud the tranUation, / have sent it." On tin* 2 Isl ol l‘Vbiuar> ,f 
lliinguba lorwaids the document alluded to in his previous ietU*r ol th(‘ Isl, 
and thus describi's it: “The substance of \h\s j/ad is, that tin wrirLignla 
over the Hindoo Fjmpire was held until the end of Hit admini^h ation of Hajio 
“ Row Ragoonath : that suliscqiicnlU , I'ommumeahons took place v^ilh l)n‘ 
“ British (hivernrncnt ; that, accorcling to ’ appointment, the Jbija, out oi 
his owm ]deasure, came and joiimd the camj) ; tliat, alh r this, writing*-. 
“ eonimuiiieations, the treaty.&c. were made."’ On tin* 2dAjMil[ tin Al'cijI 
writes as follows: “ Mr, John Milne asked me fo-da^ thus: ‘ In Ihielish, tin 
“ ‘ IMaliaiaj is '^tyled. Highness; how do yon entilU him in MalnaU<i ^ T 
** ‘ unswarc d, Shreemunt Maharaj Rajiishn Chiiltruimtlee flindou'Pud l*ad 
‘ sliati Sir<‘ar. Unis to style him has been the custmn lVon> lurimn tniu s 
‘ and as the Fiiiglish Padshah is, so is the "Maharaj tin Kine of tlu* Tlmdoos. 
* However, tin* Compain’s (Jovenmient sljle the IMaharaj Sinai Highness, 
** * and stvie Scindia, the (inieowar, Holkar, Naepoorkur, \'i . In - lligliiuss , 
** ‘then, whether in the English language there js or then' is not an\ rule, 
“ ‘cannot be inadt* out,’ Afterwards the Sahib said: ‘ I’list how the Kam- 
“ ‘jars committed an oversight cannot be coneiivc'd/ I tcjiIkhI: ‘ 'I’he 
“ ‘ deiiendcnts have lieen made Jaglieerdars, and the piuilegis and litUs 
“ ‘which they enjoyed uj» to tlie cmil <»( the year (Suba) Inin eonti- 

“ ‘ nned to them. Such an article has also been AMilttn, and tin* priM- 
“ ‘ leges and uspeci due to the Maharaj Sircar, and that In was tin Sort’ 
“ "reign of alt, o,y. ww not thought of bif Air. Edpfunstom S Ib tin n said 
“ ‘ The article, as regard.5 tlie new Jaglieerdars, is then < xplieitiv wtitU*n, so I 
“ ‘ think and now tlie Padshah is styled King and Ma j(‘st\, and is also spoken 
“ ‘ of as Royal Highness,’ So he said afitawards : ‘ At present 1 wTile Ko}aJ 
“‘Highness, an d In n convenient make it a rule t</ wnti* m*eorebng to ])ast 

“ ‘ usage.’ 1 i(M>lit‘d : ‘ * stvie him Hindoo Pud Padsl^ah Sircar, and inEuglisli, 
“ ‘ Majesty, and write* so in the signature; and in tin* book in wdneh I take* 
“ ‘ I eeeipts tor hikhotan (packets) sent to the post, 1 w'ritc* according to tin 
“ ‘ abcjve and get the stamp put on it.’ The Sahib said, ‘It’s rigid.’ I roi)ort 
“ the conversation wliieli has taken place.” 1 deem these extracts of impor- 
tance, because they prove the highly objectionable models resorted to by Dr. 
Milne to maintain his influence ovct the Raja’s mind. 


5. The correspondence contains ample proofs of the (*\tcnt and nature* o» 
the* Raja’s intrigues at Hciinbay, and shows that ho has numerous agent.s in his 
<'m])loy besides Dr. Miliie. Against this he has strongly protested, and ha*^ 
insisted, and apparently with some degree of success, that reliance should be 
j)iac4^d t>n him alone. This bears strongly on the alleged inlercoursc ol the 
Rajapwith Joudpore, and will perhaps tend to dispel the doubts which we n* 
at c*ntertaine,(l by the (iovernor (ieneral of India on this j)art of the ease, 
lu CQnse(|uence of two distinct agencies b('ing employed in carrying on that 

intercourse. 

* No S>0 of the same scries. 

t No. 2 ol the senes uecompan^ ing Lieutcnant-ColoncI Ovans’s letter of tlie 17th March. 

^ No. 18 ^ f. >.* tv Tir7 * M Ov»"e*< 1ptte*of the 25tli A >rit. 
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Intercourse. I shall therefore select such portions of the correspondence as 
riore particularly relate to this subject. 

On the 17th December,* Rungoba, in Dr. Milne's name, writes as 
follows : ‘‘ Mecr and others^ who are to go, are to be fiirnisIuMl with money 
“ and are to be sent. The Maharaj has no confidence in you (Rungoba), then 
**Mdiy do you for nothing persist? I answered, ^ As to their being about to 
' go, this is nothing new.’ He said, * Now a sum of 18,000 is said to have 
** ‘ been expended, but these people w’ere previously in Bombay and are not 
“ ‘ known there. They went, and by holding out a prospect, they did any 
'' * tiling they liked for the sake of money. This circumstance became 
“ ‘ known to the Council, and knowing that nothing can be done by means of 
‘‘ ^ tliese people, and that no European gentleman was concerned in this, 
‘‘ ‘ storms of various kinds have been raised. The same people are enjoying 
‘ there the confidence. You know nothing of this; hut do you irritc from 
‘ yourse/f and make it known. If there he many advocates a mishap will he the 
“ ^ consiyucncc. If any one was required to be sent separately, the Rlaharaj 
“ ‘ should have sent some one of his servants of respectability. These people 
“ ‘ went and reliance was ])laced in them : how this mistake happened is not 
‘ known. Now iMeer Ibrahim tlie Dulvee, the Vakeel ortiokJa, a certain 
“ * Mussulman doctor, and others, are exerting themselves here with the 
" ‘ Kaendars ul‘ the Council. Here every one is trying to do misehief. I 
“ ‘ would have in(]uired oi' these people before, but seeing that the Maharaj 
‘ would not consider it agreeable, 1 have forborne; but the same method is 
‘ kept up still and money is wasted. Such is the po]mlar report.’ ” The 
agent, in conclusion, excuses himself from writing on this subject. In a post- 
scri]jt to a letter dated the 24th ncceinber,i tlic agent alludes to another 
agent, iiavied Wittul Punt, as having been employed by the Raja, and states, 
that Dr. Milne ha<l informed him, “ a Sahib attached to Forbes 8: Co., and 
“ a Carcoon Parsee, were to be sent from Poona to Sattara.” Against this 
the doctor is r(‘prcsentcd to remonstrate ui very strong terms. On the 0th of 
,Taiurarv;[ tin* Raja is advised to recall a moktyarnamet (power of attorney) 
which iiad been granted by him to “ Mecr."' Tliis is repeated on the lltli ;§ 
and in tliis letter allusion is made to recovering*- tlie sum of 10,000 rupees, 
which liad been paid to 31001-. On the 14tli .fannary|| Rungoba writes that, 
Dr. 31i]ne asked whether there w(*re any other advocates in J^oinbay ? On 
“ whieli 1 answered, llrat Wittul Punt, the Dulvee, Mcer, and Ibrahim, were 
“ the advocate's. On this he said, ‘ A certain Rajaram, Hurry (ioyjeer, under 
“ ' the false colour of tlie names of the Sowcars of llomliay, the l>ottle\vala, 
“ ‘ others, is trying to make a communication to the Governor, wliieh 
‘being saiu-lioiied, the Maharaj Isas given some numey and jewels in charge 
‘ of him. M hy do you deny any knowledge of tiris ? Now the (ioveriKU- 
‘ !s perversely opi)osctl, and it is ditiicult for your eommunicatious lobe 
“ * listened to. If any money be given some trace will be discover(‘d. I am 
“ ‘ an Kuro])ean and wrt)te the letti rs, guided by my knowledge of both sides, 
“ ‘ and an order came j'rom the Governor General, and the letters went tlinuigli 
* the Council to Calcutta, and of the ree('i])ts T caused translations to be 
“ ‘ made immediately, and I made you send them to the Maharaj; but no 
“ ‘ eoufidenee is j>laeed. Two ])crsons arc .sent to various places as advocates. 
"1'hey are devoid of sense, and it is not so that they arc acting vvitli [u-u- 
‘ deuce, and they bear malice. That low ]>eoj)le do so yon yoursi lf say, and 
‘ liow do you do this ?. As to this^ hy rcastoi of other persotts making a prc~ 

“ ‘ sentalion^ mischief only irill he the consef/uence^ and then it will become necessary 
“ "for me amt you to die by fighting a duel with pistols, I will not countenance 
“ 'a false affair; then, excepting deatli, there will be no alternative. For the 
“ ‘sake of the Maharaj 1 have fallen out with the Governor and othei Saliib 
“ ‘ Loks, and I have originated enmity, and now 1 hear thcFC are advocates at 
‘ various places. Their representations are of a different kind, how the?i can 
“ 'there be a coincidence? The karburces of the Maharaj have maintained 

“ ‘ separate 

* No. 5 of the series with Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans’s letter of the IStli February. 

f No. 8 of the same scries. J No. JO ditto.' 

§ No. 11 ditto. II No. 12 ditto. 
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‘ separate representations, by reason of which tlie Sookung business will 
‘ miscarry. 1 (Dr. Milne) distinctly mention this to day, and it is requsite 
“ ‘for you to write thus much, that the Maharaj may find out what is true, 

, “ ‘ and put matters lanlci' o)ic' direction, or he may withdraw frotn me and con- 
“ ‘ tinuc in any other quarter that may be proper J** He got angry with me and 
“ said, ‘You do not write as directed.’” In conclusion, a man named Dada 
is sent to communicate with the ll^ja on the subject. On the 22d January* 
Tiungoba writes a letter of remonstrance against a person named Huinmut 
Rao Govondjee being associated with himself and Dr. Milne. On the 5th 
Marchf llungoba reports, that he had been introduced to Major Raillec (the 
officer in charge of the 24th regiment of Native Infantry now in Bombay), who 
is represented to have observed “ What can be done through my hands in a 
“ Government afi’air ? but do you show me the papers, then I will point 
“ out some good course.” Rungoba’s letter of the 12th March;]: contains 
allusions to the different Agents employed by the Raja. In another letter of 
the same date,§ he strongly urges the Raja against other advocates?; in one 
of the blth|| he writes, in Dr. Milne’s name, “Many Agents are productive 
“ of mischief.” In a letter of the 14th March^[ various persons are mentioned 
byname, as interesting themselves in the Raja's cause; among whom are 
Curscljee .Tamset jec and Nakhoda Rogey. On the 15th of the same montli** 
he again conveys a remonstrance from Dr. Milne on the. Raja’s policy, 
who observes : “ The Kamgars for nothing have sent different agents, 

“ and they are to make use of the nann? of the Maharaj, and whether 
“ these advocates are honest or dishonest cannot be known. This should be 
“first provided against. This is my most earnest request to the Maharaj.” 
On the 18th March, j'| Riingoba details the particulars of an interview b(!twecn 
Dr. Milne and oiie of the advocates, and conveys the following messuage to the 
Raja : “ As to what is this he is doing, gc/ a letter hi 7iiy own name from the Ma- 
“ haraj Sirkar within eight or ten days from this daj/^ to the effect that none of the 
“ ])arty arc to remain heri\ and that the confusion has been done away with,'' The 
agent excuses himself for writing so much on the subject, and observes : 
“ There being in Bombay twenty-nine Takeels as advocates, a ])etition setting forth 
“ charges against each of them has been written, and a note addressed to me, 
“ begging that this petition may be delivered to the Maharaj Sirkar. Such a 
“ machination is going on here. After making a copy of that petition 1 will 
“ transmit it.” On the 20th March, RungobaJ;]: gives the following account 
of how this remarkable document came into his possession: “ On the 17th 
“ instant some Hindoos sent a petition addressed to the Maharaj Sirkar and a 
“ note to my address. That packet was delivered at my lodgings in the even- 
“ ing at the time of lighting the lamps, when I was absent. I oj)ened il, and 
“ found it to contain the course -of proceeding pursued by twenty -liine Vakeels, 
“ and it was deceitfully sent.” He states, he cannot discover the author, for- 
wards the petition and note, and observes : “ These people of Bombay cannot 
“ be controlled. Whosoever likes, writes whatever matter he pleases, and 
“ sending it to the Dur})unwaley§§ gets it published.” I beg to refer my Col- 
leagues to the anonymous ])etition, which professes to pr()ceed from “ the 
“ Hindoo tribe now residing in the different prants of Bombay.” I think it 
highly j)robablc that it was a ruse of Dr. Milne’s party, to give weight to their 
remonstrances against the employment of so many Vakeels. Each Vakeel’s, 
character is described in terms of abuse, excepting Dr. Milne himself, who is 
stated to be “ An old man and very steady, and one who will bring to its end 
“ any thing that he may conceive. Such a person he appears to be. None of 
“ the European officers in Bombay are on good terms with him.” The petition- 
ers remark, as Dr. Milne had done before : “If there be one Vakeel there will 
“ be n^ interru])tion to business.” But the most disgraeeful part of the ruse 
, Resorted 

* No. 14 of the series with Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans's letter of the 15th February. 

•f* No. 12 of the series with Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans’s letter of 17th March. 

* j No. 15 of the same series. 

$ No. 1 of the series with Lieutenant- Colonel Ovans’s letter of 25th April. 

II No. 2 of the same scries. ^1 No. 4 ditto. 

** No 5 ditto. ff No. 6 ditto. No. 7 ditto. 

;; ^ Editor of u native newspaper published in Bombay. 
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resorted to, is that where the destruction of the Hindoo religion is alluded to: 

Formerly a turbulence prevailed, but we did not witness it ourselves ; now, 
“ however, by seeing the Vakeels, we suppose that it must have taken place 
** in this very way, or that the time of the deslncction of the Hindoo religion is 
at* hand. Being full if hnpressed with this, ux think that this thing is very ill 
done; therefore, let the Maharaj have kindness on the Hindoos, and if he has 
‘‘ any wish that our religion should he pi'cscrved, that his kingdom should continue 
firm, and that the false accusation raised should be removed, he should recall 
all the Vakeels to him, and keep one at Bombay on this business from among 
“ them, who may be intelligent, knowing, smart, steady, and ready at answering. 
This should be done in the first instance, otherwise some serious mischief will 
be done by all these Vakeels. We write this under an oath.” In a letter of the 
24th Marclf,* Kungoba alludes to Nana Sunkersett, one of our Native J usticcs of 
the Peace, in such terms as shew that the Raja had directed his agency to bfi 
made use of; but this is declined by the Doctor. The Raja also appears to liave 
written : “Now we have placed the whole reliance solely on the Doctor Sahib.’’ 
On which he observes : “ 1, a physician, after examining the distemper of the 
“ Maharaj, and prescribing medical remedies, and changing the nature of tlie 
“medicine, have now contracted the whole of the distemper myself, and doses 
“continue to be . administered : do not have any fear.” 1 might greatly 
multij>ly the extracts bearing on this point, but merely refi rring to Nos. 17, 
20, and 22, of the series of letters accompanying Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans’s 
letter of the 31st May, I shall conclude this part of my minute, by a brief 
allusion to the negotiations for entertaining on the Raja’s behalf a Barrister of 
the Supreme Court. 1’his subject is first alluded to in a letter from Runguba, 
dated the 22d February,'] at which time his name had not transpired, shewing 
that communications witli him were carried on indcpendenlly of Dr. Miiim. 
On tlie J4fh Marclrj'. he is alluded teas being “ sick with his leg hurt whit;h 
proves that Mr. Howard is the Barrister referred to ; and it will be in the 
Board’s recollection, that tliis gentleman applied to Government for permissiou 
to visit Govind Row Dewaii at Ahmednuggur, which was refused, the family 
of that person afterwards declaring thdt his interference was without their 
knowledge. From Kungoba’s letter of the 4th April§ it appears, that Dr. 
Milne viewed this proceeding with jealousy ; for therein the Raja is repre- 
sented to have written : “ As to this, do not you hei’caftcr adopt such a course 
“ of speaking so inconsiderately. If any one is coming into our party, it is not 
“ necessary to put him ojf inadwrienUy. Whatever thing may, in the opinion 
“of both the Sahibs, be thought favourable to our party, and to our advati- 
“ tage', should be done accordingly. Whether he should bo believed, or you, 
“ caiyiot be perceived.” He then details his efforts to effect a meeting be- 
tween Dr. Milne and the barrister (Howt Sahib), which the Ibrmer di'cliiied ; 
observing, “ if the Maliaraja’s complaint were to be made to the King’s Court, 
“ three law barristers would be retiuircd. • 1 do not require in this affair any 
“ European or Native to assist me. ’ Oji the 20th May,]] Rimgoba lorwards 
a memorandum, containing particulars of the nature of tliQ negotiations mad(j 
with Mr. Howard; to which, as well as to Lieutenant-Colonel Ovaus’s remarks 
thereon in the twelfth paragraph of his letter of the 31st May, I reque^st 
attention. The Raja’s object appears to have been to get his caosc into tlie 
Supreme Court ; that, in consequence of Dr. Milne’s disapprobation, the 
pnyect was for a time suspended, but that ultimately engagements of some 
kind were entered into, 3,000 rupees per mensem, and a reward at the end of 
the business, being assigned to Mr. Howard in remuneration for his services. 

7. Independently of his Bombay agents the Raja has numerous agents, and 
carries on an extensive correspondence with England ; and 1 shall now pro- 
ceed t(^ select extracts bearing on this point. On the 12th December^ 
Rungoba writes : “ A certain great man iS about to proceed to Europe : I 
“ have explained to liim the papers, and how the difference arose, and also 
“ how a suspicion subsequently originated. All this I made him understand 

■ “ by 

• No. 9 of the series of 2.'>ih April. t ^ ®f the scries of I7th March, 
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“ by verbal communication and by papers. He is familiar with the affair of 
the Sirkar from the first. He and Milne Sahib are of one place and friends. 
“ Ho is well ai,^ed. He has tendered his salaams.’’ On the 28th December* 
he writes : ** The great man and friend is to go to England. In order that he 
maj^ fully understand the case, the w^hole of the depositions and other paj^ers 
sent to Calcutta by Mr. Milne are given to him for perusal. The Sahib is 
arranging to give him copies of such of the papers as he thinks iinpor- 
tant.” On the 14lh Janiiary'l* Dr. Milne, when strongly objecting to the 
employment of many advocates, is represented to observe as follows : “ I sent 
“ an iJuropoan to England, not minding the inconvenience arising from my own 
“ business, and without expending ^ny money of yours for the present ; for in 
the same way as the Governor has entertained a perverse opposition, I have 
“ fostered it.” I think it very probable that Mr. McDonald, forntcrly editor 
oT the liomhay Gazcltc. is the agent here alluded to. On the 21st January;}: 
allusion is made to a letter from the Rajah, “ transmitted by Rungoba, through 
“ a friend of his, to the British Parliament,'’ the receipt of which had been 
acknowledged. On this Rungoba observes: “ 1 have agreed with the friend, 
“ that after our letter reaches its destination, and when we have reccivccl 
“an answer, I will take Inm to the Iloozoor (Sattara) and make a pcitition, 
“ and tliat the Sirkar null out of spruce plvu.sc him in a manner suitable to 
“ his character and becoming the high name of the Sirkar, Such a plcnlge 
“ I have given him. Here no expense was incurred for transmission, 
“even though the affair was a difficult one: the charge which may he 
“ incurred thcio only for delivering it will come in writing. After the letter 
“ being delivered to the British Parliament an answer will come. Now he 
“ has acknowledged its receipt.” On the 2Gth Janiuiry^ Rungoba writes fully 
about the communications with England, and reports tliat Dr. Milne had said : 

“ Roliertson Sahib and otlier Sahib Loks, servants of (iovernincnt, are afraid to 
“ write letters, 1 have expressly sent another good man to England, of which 
“ you are aware. This affair is great, and will lake some.* time, more or less 
“ this noise has extended as far as Calcutta and England:” and promises to 
go himself to England if necessary, same letU'r alludes to the reeeijit of 

onci from England “ from Messrs. Sanderson and (^o., copy and translation of 
“ which is sent to the Raja." It ajipcars that this was in n‘])ly to one sent di- 
rect by Rimgol)a before he became a.ssociated with Dr. Milne. On the 28th 
February |j Rungoba informs the Raja, that Colonel Rob(‘rtson, formerly Resi- 
dent at Sattara, “ thinking it not right to sit here, looking at the adverse^ time 
“ hanging over him, and knowing that, unless lie went back to England and 
“ exertecl liiinscdi' it would not be well.’' liad ])roc(^eded to England on sick 
certificate. On the 13tli March^J the agent writes : “Mode of transm^sion 
“ to iMigland. Colonel Robertson being a (jovernment servant, no answer to 
“ letters to him came ; tlierel'ore an European good advocate, c ommanding in- 
“ finencc', was written to, to be Vakeel, and having eommnnicated to him the 
“ jirobable extent of monthly allowances, and having appointed him as Vakeel 
“ to make a represe ntation to the Court of Directors, letters of the Sahib went 
“ to him, and are constantly going.” lie further states : “ As soon as 
“ information was known from Calcutta, j\fcgh Sahib y ** anotlier advocate 
“ was sc:nt, in order to rejiresent to ihc’ Court of Directors, and if cireum- 
“ stances rec|uircd, to the King’s Government, the Parliament*. Three 
“ other friends wIjo went were made fully informed, and entrusted 
“ with papers to deliver to Robertson Sabib. Two are advocates of truth: 

“ one has already given an acknowledgment l>y a publication.” (Colonel 
Lodwick is likewise alluded to, as iiileresting himself in the Raja's 

“ cause., in order to shake off the blame on him.” On the loth 

Marcli .'j i allusion is made to Mr. Ironside having proceeded to England, and 
asi being likely to be of service. “ He saw the papers here, and th^ papers 
“ since prepared he was desired to see there with Robertson Sahib.” From 

this 

* No. 8 of the series with Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans's letter of the 15th February, 
f No. 12 of the same series. J No. 15 ditto. 

§ No. 16 ditto. |! No. 8 of the scries of 17th March. 

^ No. 8 of the series of 25th April. ** Mr. Macdonald. 

•j' t No. 5 ditto. 
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this letter it also appears, that the Raja had written about Dr. Milne himself SATTAR/ 

^proceeding to England.* Ctn the 24th March, alludes to a letter to be PA PER S, 

addressed to Lord Clare, and observes, “ At Calcutta and England, good Minute 

pleasures are adopted. The advocates have reached : now, no fear can be by theGoverr 

entertained.” On the 25th March t announced the arrival of a steamer Aug. 183J 
from England, and that by her Dr. Milne had received a letter from Colonel 
Bdllantine, dated the 24th January, stating that he had represented the Raja’s 
circumstances to Sir James Carnac, and alluding to his own case and the aid 
afforded to him by Dr. Milne, whom he described to Sir James as “ a gentlc- 
man of experience, rigidly just and of good principles. He will not inter- 
“ ferc: in any false affair as he writes there, the case of the^ Raja of Sattara is 
“ foirided jn truth, and his manners are also good.” A letter from England 
to Dfactyce is referred to in confirmation of the above. On the 30th March ;| 

Runroba reports, .that letters had on that date been sent to Colonels Robertson 
and Lodwick. On the 2d April, § Riingoba reports, in detail, what letters 
had been forwarded to England on the 1st of July 1837, to the House of 
“Parliament,” by an intimate, friend of his, to a mercantile correspondent, 

“ without spending any money,” and that t!\eir receipt had been acknow- 
ledged. lie forwards, at the same time, copy in Englisli, and a translation 
of a letter received from Messrs. Sanders and Co., stating, an account of 
charges w'oiild be sent, which must be paid when an answer is received from 
the l^irliament. On the (kh April j] the agent transmits, by order of Dr. Milne, 
translation of a letter received “ from an European friend of the Doctor 
Sahib.” To which I beg particularly to refer, as containing ])roof of the 
discreditable devices ])ractised by Dr. Milne to maintain his influence over the 
Raja of Sattara. The letter states, that the Governor “ is recalled to Eng- 
land ” foi; tile Ibllovving reasons ; 1st, for not attending to an order irom Pbig- 
landand Calcutta, to establish a bank in Bombay; 2d, for treating the Raja 
of Sattara with dishonour and disrespect; 3d, for disobeying the orders of the 
Court of Directors, to compel the Guicowar to pay the demands of Dliaekjee 
*Dadajee; 4th, for suhjc^.cting Colonel jpallantinc to difticulty and distress; 

5th, in consequence of various complaints from the Governor General that 
* the Governor of Bombay will not oliey orders. In a letter of the 20tli 

Rungoba states, that Dr. 31 line had sent privately to the Governor General 
copy of a letter which he liad received from Mr. Elphiristone, copy of which 
lie forwards to the Raja. On the 25th April ** he again alludes to tliis conimii- 
nieation ; and, by Dr. Milne’s desire, instructs tlie Raja to send letters to 3Tr. 

Elpliinstone and Lord Clare. On the 30th April f t he refers to a letter written 
by Dr. Milne to Mr. Elpliinstone. On the 2d May,;j:;[' lie refers to various papers 
sent to the Court of Directors by the .steamer, and alludes to himself pro- 
ceeding to England. On tlie 14th May,§§ he forwards translation of a letter 
received by Dr. 31 i Inc from his friend in England, hnd states that the doctor 
has most particularly desired that it may be kept secret. Rungoba’s letters of 
the 18th and 20th 31ay |||| likewise contain certain allusions to communications 
received from England. In conclusion, I beg to refer to Lieutenant Colonel 
Ovans’s remarks in the third and fourth paragrajihs of his letter of the 31st 
May, in which he states, lie has reason to believe “ that the translations 
“ of these English letters sent to the Raja are made in such a manner, as 
“ best to suit the purposes of these Bombay agents, 'without niueli attention 
“ either to trutli or accuracy.” 

8. This jorrespondence further proves, that Dr. Milne has, throughout his 
agen^ry, iii jtructed the Raja what communications he siiould make to Govern- 
ment ; w iich is not unimportant. On 9th December, Rungoba, in Dr. 

Maine’s name, requests the R?ija to send cojiies of petitions from the l]cirs or 
wives in the houses of Rajushri Dinkur Row Mohiteh, Babajee Purarkur, 

Rowlajee 

* No. 9 of the series of 25th April. f No. 10 ditto. 

t No. 16 ditto. § No. 18 ditto. 

11 No. 20 ditto. f No. 3 of the series of 31st May. 
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Rowlajee Naick, andGovind Raojee. This requisition is repeated on the 15th 
and 18th December;* and still more recently on the 24th ; That zubanee% 
“ or urzees (depositions or petitions) should come. A supplication was written 
before, two or three times ; but now the Sahib has said, ‘ write and send 
‘‘ * about the above matter, and write a supplication to the Maharaj Sirkar, 

‘ that now, by papers and by any circumstances more or less, I should be 
‘ immediately assisted. If dispatch is not used at the proper time there is 
* helplessness.’ ” In a letter of the 28th December, J Rungoba alludes to a letter 
from the Raja forwarding some zubanees, which he took to Dr. Milne, ‘‘ who 
“was much delighted.” It further, appears, that copies, in English and Mah- 
ratta, of all Dr. Milne’s letters to the Governor General are sent to the Raja; 
and the following extracts will shew what is the object of this precaution. On 
the 12tli December, Rungoba writes: “Mr. John Milne Rahadoor for- 
“ warded, tlirough the Governor in Council, letters to his Lordship the ( iovernor 
“ General, of which copies in English, and translations in Mahratta, six in 
“ iiumher, as well as the letter written before to Major Felix, private secrc^ 
“ tary, have been already transmitted to the Iloozoor. Now ijads in bhiglish, 
“ being co])ics caused by Milne Sahib to be made from the' abovoineiitioncd 
“ letters, amt attested l)}f his oten hand-writiag^ have been given to me* ior trans- 
“ missio!!, in order that the Iloozoor may be acquainted with tiunn, as dtfCii- 
“ malts to guide in spcainngy whicdi 1 also send on the service." On the loth 
J)eeeniher,|l he instructs the Raja how to answer any iinjuiry which the 
Resident might make respecting Dr. Milne's letters, observing, “ ///c cominti- 
nicatian here and that to the Iloozoor shouhl coinade l h t no mistake he eom- 
“ milted. To this the Khawnnd (master) should i)ay the greatest attention. 
“ The Sahib has directed me to write on this subject.'’ The' injunction is re- 
peated on the 17th December; and on the 2Sth^ the agent writer : If tlu 

“ liesident asks, then an answer should be given, in a manner the proceed- 
“ ing here and there niaif agree. He (Dr. MUne) has hoirevcr desired me to 
“ write a hint On the 1st January** the Raja is instructed not to write any 
letter direct to Government, for that Dr. Milne's letters arc written “ in tlu- 
“ nanu^ of the Maharaj Chuttruputtee Sirkar.” From the context it appears, 
that the Raja had pre[)arcd some letter for transmission. In a letter of the 
24th February,'! 1 Rungoba gives the Raja instructions how to act, in case, as 
was reported, a Committee was sent to Sattara by the Government of India ; 
but on this subject full and detailed instructions are contained in his sul)se- 
quent letter of the 26th February, which is deserving of particular attention, 
as a very curious communication. On the t)th March, §§ the agent acknow- 
ledges tiic rcceijit of the zubanec of (.'hand Sepoy, and states it is good. On 
the 15th March, l|j| Dr. Milne calls for certain documents. “ Regarding this ' 
(he is said to observe) “ a petition from his brother, and zubanees as evidence*, 
“ are required.” The same letter contains additional instructions to the Raja, 
ill the event of a Committee being appointed. On the 24tli ApriKj^ a rough 
draft of a letter to the ( 'ourt of Directors, prepared by Dr. Milne, is forwarded 
to the Raja, with instructions to transmit it in the usual form through the Re- 
sident, and to send a duplicate and triplicate to Dr. Milne, that he may scud 
them direct to England. These instructions are repeated on the 25th ;*** and 
the Raja is informed, “ The rough drai’t in English was prepared by the Sahib 
“ with his own hand, of which a translation made in Mahratta is transmitted. ” 
Tlie agent, at the same time, sends a draft of his own. On the 2d of May,111 
the appointment of a Committee is again referred to, and a inernorandum:[.J.;j of 
iiistructitins is forwarded. On the 4th May,§§§ the Raja is called on to send a 
list of persons confined by Government, in a letter to be sent to the Court of 
Directors. On the 6th May,|||||| the agent states, important papers had been 

sent 

* Nos. 4 and 6 of the series witli Lieutenant- Colonel Ovans*s letter of the 15th February, 
f No. 7 of the same series. J No. 8 ditto, 

^ No. 3 ditto. II No. 4 ditto. 

No. 8 ditto. ** No. 9 ditto, 

f No. 3 of the series of 17th March. No. 5 ditto. 

§§ No. 14 ditto. II i| No. 5 of the series of 25th April. 

No. 5 of the scries of 31st May. ••• No. 6 ditto, 
ti ‘ No. II ditto. XXt No. 14 ditto. 

§§§ No. 16 ditto. mill No. 17 ditto. 
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sent to the Raja, and requires a receipt; and again calls on him to send the 
letter to the Court of Directors, that it may be dispatched by the steamer, as 
well as letters to Mr. Elphinstone and Lord Clare. On the 20t]i May,* ** Dr. 
Mijne is stated to have said, Our advocates have arrived in England, there- 
“ fore send now for a letter of the Sirkar to the Court of Directors, and one 
“should be transmitted to the Resident, taking the copies,: go.” These 
extracts are sufficient to establish, that the communications purporting to be 
made by the Raja himself are, in many cases, not his, but Dr. Milne's own 
composition. 


f). The most important circumstance/ however, brought to light by tins 
correspondence is, the shameful «se (or rather, I should say, abusej of the 
liberty of the press, which Dr. Milne has resorted to in advocating the Raja's 
cause. It proves him to bo the author of the gross libels which have at 
different times been published in tlui Homhmf against this Government, 

in allusion to the Sattara case ; and tliesc have invariably been transmitted, 
l)y Dr. Milne s orders, to tlie Raja, as a proof of the power at his command to 
viJily the (lovcrnnicnt of wliich he is the pensioned servant. Dr. .Milne s con- 
nexion with the (jazcllc [ivess is matter of notorictv, and .Mr. Macdonald, 
recently the Editor of that ])aper, is believed to have proceeded to England as 
the Raja’s advocate. On the 29th January t Ruiigoba writes: “ In the 
“ (tuzctlc of tile 2()th the Sahib has inserted a publication, in which, ‘ the 
“ ‘ (juieowar is a servant and the ?daharaj Sirkar the master.’ Tliis and 
“ Ollier matters arc [lublishcd at length, oi‘ whieli a translation is sent in 
“ !!iiid<K»ee, and f will liereaftcr send the Englisli to the IToo/oor.” On turn- 
ing to hie of that daU;, 1 find that Dr. Milne's object was to revive tli(‘ Raja of 
Sattara s pretensious to be regarded as the Guicowar’s “ former sovereign,'’ 
and to advocate his acknowleilged claims to su|)criority over the wdiole 
Maliralta empire, which, I need not observe, cej^sed with the downfall of tin* 
]\‘i.sh\va. On llic oth FebruaryJ. Rungoba forwards an extract from the 
Gazette of the 2d from the Lomlon GazcttCy together with the answer of the 
Bamhatf Gazette^ stating that the title “ Sattarakur Maharaj Sirkar/ appeared 
to be high, and giving admonition to the Governor, “ explaining that it had 
“ l>een written by some one of the Eun)peaii friends, in order that the Eritisli 
“ Parliament and the Court of Directors may know, that by raising a lalse 
“ charge of treason, o])prcssiou lias been used, and so forth." Me stat.cs|iliiai 
tills is sent by Dr. ■Milne's direction. It refers to a squib alleged to be taken 
from a Scotch paper, but in all rirobability concocted in Bombay, staling that 
Sir |{. ( irant was to be raised to the peerage, under the title of “ Earl (if 
Sattara." Allusion is also made to the effusions of the Gazette in Rungoba’s 
letters of the 18tli and 2*ltli March. ^ On the Otli March|l Rungoba reports : 
“ This day the Gazette was jmblished, that an -order from the Governor 
“ (ieneral has come to Bombay. Of tliis a translation in llindooee and the 
“ original Gazette arc sent to tlio llou/.oor, l)y wliich it will be known." The 
notice referred to appeared in the (uizctle of oth March, and reflects mosr: 
scvtreiy on the measures of this Government at Sattara, chai:aeteri/jiig them 
as “ most oppressive and injurious, and highly detrimental to our credit wit!) 
“ the Natives, and productive of inconvenience ami annoyance to one of the 
“ best affected Princes of India to the British Government." On the 2otlj 
Marchli the agent forwards “ translation of the matter [uiblisliod on tlie 24th 
“instant in the Gazette and CWWcr, and the Englisli paj)cTs and on the 
2CtIP ’^ lie WTites : “ In the publication of the Gazette; and the Courier of the; 
“ day before yesterday, the matter regarding the removal of the Governor 
“ Sahib, and so forth, is written, which may most probably have been 
“ received.’/ On the 12th Mayff Rungoba writes: “ In the Gazette of the 
“ 1 1th instant it i.s stated, that puttans of women have been prepared, and that 
“ the Court of Directors having passed a decision in favour of the Maharaj 

“ Sirkar 
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Sirkar, have declared the Mabaraj innocent, and so forth. After translate 
“ ing it, I will send it to-morrow.” 

10. I request the Political Secretary will have the goodness to collect the 
notices above alluded to, in order that they may accompany the correspolid- 
ence. It is for the Governor General and the Home Authorities to determine, 
whether one of - its pensioned servants should, with impunity, resort clandes- 
tinely to the press, to bring the Governments of the country into disrepute- I 
cqpccive tliat, if sucli endeavours are to pass unnoticed, the most injurious 
consequences .will result. I am aw*arc that, under the existing laws, this 
Government is powerless; but this naturally suggests, whether some law 
ought not to be ])assed to provide against si^ph a monstrous abuse of the liberty 
of the press. Dr. Milne receives a pension of £700. per year, and tlie Court 
may, perhaps, take into consideration, how far his most unjustifiable pro- 
ceedings ought to affect this; or, at all events, whether it is not expedient to 
stop its payment in this country, and declare that henceforward it shall only 
be jiayable to himself in person at Leaden hall Street. 

1 1. The correspondence teems with abuse of the Bombay Government and 
its officers. In illustration of this I shall give a few extracts. On the 2Glh 
.Tanuary* Uungoba represents Dr. Milne to state : “ His Lordship pays great 
“ attention to my letters, and after making inquiries, writes to the (iovenior, 
“requiring him to send immediately the proof, as to upon what grounds he 
“ has raised this storm, and as to what arc the documents. In the same way 
“ as the Maharaj will not suffer himself to be stigmatized hi/ false accusations 
“ raised, so the Governor is jdaced in the same situation. Out oi two parties, one 
“ must consider himself as worsted ; how can that be done soon? i\ow, after 
“ some time, the Governor will write that they cannot be proved,'.' On the 
30th .January, I' the Government is charged with instigating false claims and 
accusations against the Raj», and Dr. Milne is represented lo reply to some 
questions from the Raja thus: “ About this the Maharaj should have no fear. 
“ Let them (the Government) write what they like, hi/ dressing it u/i, 1 will 
“ afterwaids call on them to account for this.” On the 21st Fel)ruary;j; ho 
writes, that tlie Governor (Tcneral had written a letter of censure to this 
Government; and on the 22d§ as follows: “ From Bombay, out of spite to 
“ the Raja, and in order to take charge of every thing, sucli written conmumica- 
“ ti^Jns out of perverseness are made. U|)on this, the ])ersons eomjiosing the 
“ Committee there (Bengal Council) have drawn an inference, that iIkj 
“ Knglisli Authorities at Bombay write from nialice, and that there is no docu- 
“ mentJ*' I beg also particularly to refer to Rungoba's letter of tlie 2f)th 
February, II but more esficcially to the seventh paragraph; likewise to 
the falsehoods and abuse contained in the agent’s letter of the 2d 
March,®] and to the allusion made to the case of the village of Rawluj, 
in his letter of the 3d of the same month.** In another letter of the 
12th March'lj' Riingoba writes: “Just then an 'order came from Calcutta 
“ "to that effect: ‘Oppression has been used and enmity raised against 
“ ‘ the Raja by listening to false speakers : this appears from your written 
“ " communications. You declare the Raja’s case to be untrue, by using 
“ ‘ any pretext that you should persecute him (the Raja) is not right. Be it 
“ ‘so. VYe have sent your letters and those of his to England, and will 
“ " send those; which may come. You should preserve your own cha- 
“ " racter. . This has happened, and has been done very ill.’ ” In another 
letter of the same date J;*Rungoba mentions the receipt of a letter from a Euro- 
pean friend of Dr. Milne at Calcutta, stating that the Governor General was 
greatly dispjeased with the GovernBr of Bombay, “ for having acted contrary 
“ to rules, and shown dishonour; that the Governor had been •actuated by 
“ enmity, and had done a thing liable to censure.” On the 13th March, §§ Dr. 
Milne is stated “ to have made the Hindoos come oft’ upperhand.” On the 

25th 

* No. 16 of the series with Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans*s letter of the 15th February. 
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25th March *the Governor General is reported to have written: ‘'But Sir 
“ Robert CJrant,. without understanding it, and influaiccd In/ stubbornness, is de- 
grading both the Governments ; therefore, the letters which came from the 
“ Raja, as well as those sent by the Governor, are transmitted. The Court 
“ of Directors having seen them, immediately dismissed him, and having 
** appointed another Governor, an order has gone to the Governor (icneral.'' 
In ft letter of the 25th March, t the Governor General is represented to 
praise Dr. Milne, informing this (lovcrnment that he was a “ pensioned and 
“ old servant of the Company’s Government, of experience, mature age, a^d 
“ ol high character.’’ On the 30th March, Rungoba writes in Dr. Al line's 
name : “ As the order from Calcutta was not attendt^d to, his l.ordship was 
“ displeased, and wrou* a complaint to England tiiat they would not oliey 
the orders.” I have in a previous pari of this minute alluded to the aspersions 
cast on this Government in Rungoba s letter and enclosure of tlie fJtli Ajiril.^. 
On the 2Gtli May|| Rungoba writes as iollows : “ 'riie Mookt (tlic (ioveruor) 
is in deep consideration ; the cause is, the Bengal Government h^jve 
written, ‘The conimunicati(»ns liitlierto written by you regarding tlie Maha- 
“ ‘ raj ajipear to ns to have been M’ritten out of s])ite; and as regards the sus- 
pieion, on looking for any fault on his part, nothing appears to us. Such 
being ilie case, wiiat you have (hnie. is a very improper tiling done.’ In 
eoiiscijueiiee ot tliis his body is intlamed, and he is in eonsidcration, by 
xM'iting to lyigland, by some act or other, the blame on him should be ye- 
moved, leaving the Council and taking pains he was writing. But anv 
“ comiminicatiou to be sent to any distant country could not lie sent witboirt 
“ the concurrence ol the Members of Ckiuucil, therefore /Xiiderson Saliil), Boyd 
Sahib, and Reid Salrib, seeing the contents of the report, and finding that 
the wliole oi the ])roccc‘diiig was out of malice, a conversation betweciii them 
“ and tlie Mookt^passed thus.’' I’or further particulars 1 Ix'g to refer to the let- 
ters ui the gentleman above named, being rcjirescnted as advising the Governor 
t() throw the blame on the Resident, to which effect a report was prepari'd ami 
dispatched. 

12. Another circumstance worthy of remark in this correspondence, is Dr. 
Milne's interference with matters altogether unconnected with the Sattara 
case. On this point I shall content myself with a general reference to \u.s. 
2, 4, and G oi the series accompanying Ideiitenant-Coloncl Ovans's letter of 
the I7tii March, and to No. 5 of tlial sent with his letter of the 25th April. 

13. There is one letter of the series accompanying Lieutenant-Colonel 
Ovans's letti:r of the 17th March, Avhich deserves to be ])articularJy notictni. 
It is dated the 12th of that inontli,^[ and the Acting Resident reports that it 
was superscribed, “ this lukotah sliould be opened and read by the Khawund 
“ Sirkar himself; no oiieel.se should be allowed to open it.” The allusion too 
communication made Iiy Ballajee Punt Natoo needs no other remark, than that 
it is a pure fiction of tlie writer. The 3d paragraph is oi' importance inasmuch 
as it ])roves that Dr. Milne demanded that 50,000 rupees should be remitted 
to him by the Raja, and coii.sequenlly, that his object in so completely iden- 
tifying him.self with this case is not quite so disinterested as he would wish 
us to believe. The Raja, it aj)[)ears, liad alluded to a report that he was to 
be confined in the fort ; and on this being communicated by Rungoiva, Dr. 
Milne is represented to have observed : “ Do not have any aoprehension. A 

ship also will arrive in the course of fifteen or twenty days. Tf such a thing 
take place, for expenses 50,000 rupees will be recjuirctl, regarding whicii 
“ means should be adopted as soon as this letter reaches.” The agent proceeds 
to remark : “ In short, the money should* be taken from the Treasury, under 
the plea that it has been sent to the Advocate in England. If the business 
“ here be accomplished, the money will remain in deposit with Milne Saliib. 

“ As regards this, I will send Rajushri Dada Prulhad in the course of two or 
“ three days. There is no cash. I^et no such doubt be entertained : the time is of 

“ a difficult 
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“ a difficult nature. If that happen, whose wealth is it ? This should be fully 
“ seen.” On the 20th May* Rungoba again alludes to thjs requisition for 
money, and states : “ The money should come and remain here. For the 
“ purpose of dispatching me, an amount of money, from 30 to 50,000 rupees, 
“ should come and remain with me, which will be expended only in the case 
“ of my going. This plan being resolved on with the concurrence of the 
“ Sahib and the friend, 1 have written it.” 


' 14 . * * 

« » 

* » 

» • 

15 . * * 

* * 

« • * 

* * 


* * * 

♦ ★ « 

* * ♦ 

* * * 

^ * 

« , * * 

^ * 

* * 


16. In the foregoing review of the Acting Resident's reports, I have to ac- 
knowledge the indefatigable exertions of Mr. Willoughby. They tend forcibly 
to shew the importance of bringing to a close the question now before the 
Government of India regarding the Raja of Sattara, and the great evil that 
results from the intrigues now being carried on, which, at the [iresent moment, 
should be put an end to, by an early and effectual decision on the proceedings 
and opinions of this Government now before his Lordship. 

17. Nothing that will leave the seeds of the present disaflf'ective power to 
spring up should remain. The affairs of Sattara may now be completely set 
at rest, by decisive measures, the effect of which will be extensively observed 
and felt ; but if not so disposed of now, it may be more difficult to deal with 
them hereafter, should circumstances favour his Highness's assuming a more 
openly avowed position of hostility ; the will to assume which is not wanting, 
and every inducement to do it has been fostered and promoted by our own 
servants in the character of his agents, by communicating with him, and through 
the instrumentality of an unprincipled and licentious press. 

18. I have noticed this with regard to Dr. Milne in the 10th paragraph, and 
we should particularly bring forward in the letter transmitting these proceed- 
ings to the Governor General for instructions, the course to be pursued towards 
that gentleman. 


19 . 


* * 


* 


* 


♦ * * 


* 


« « 


* 


« * 


* ♦ * 


20. It 
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20. It is desirable that the information now before the Board should be sent 
by the steamer to the Honourable Court; and, to admit of this, the papers 
should reach the Political Secretary as soon as possible, that there may be time 
to have copies of them made. 

(Signed) J. Parish. 

24th August 1838. 
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MINUTE BY MR. G. VV. ANDERSON, 
Dated 2!jth August 1838. 


Minute by M 
G. W. .^ndcrsfi 
2.5 Aug. 18.S€ 


1. The Raja of Sattara in his difficulties, certainly brought upon himself by 
the various intrigues in which he has engaged, catches at straws and rests 
upon delusions. I am not surprised at this, nor do I think what appears in 
this correspondence of much importance as respects himself, except as taking 
the title of King of the Hindoos but I think quite the contrary in respect 
to Dr. Milne ; he knows the truth, yet the whole character of his advice to the 
Raja is deception, and fatal to his best interests. Dr. Milne well knows the 
principles of our Government, and that it is impossible that it can ever have 
so abused those principles of justice, as to render valid the miserable acts and 
intj^igues into which he has entered, and with which he deludes the Raja. 

2 ^ * ♦ ★ * ♦ 

♦ ♦ * * 


3. 




* 


* 


* 


♦ ♦ ♦ 


# 


25th August 1838. 


(Signed) G. W. Andersox. 



MINUTE 

BY MR. .T. A. DUNLOP, 

Without Date. 

Minute by 
Mr. J. A. Dimln 
Willi cut tlalt-*. 

1. 

* * 

* 

# # * 

^ 



• 

2. Dr. Milne's conduct is so bad, that some means should be taken to 
mark the displeasure of Goveriiinent, both as a warning to others in his situ- 
ation, and to the Natives under our protection, who might be misled, and I 
may say, plundered, as the Sattara Raja has been. 

(Signed) J. A. Dunlop. 


MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 
Dated 25th 1838. 


Minute 

by the Clovernor 
25 Aug. 1H38: 


(Subscribed to by the Board.) 

1. Copy of this letter and enclosures should be sent to the Secret 
Committee and the Governor General, with the -correspondence alluded to 
in my minute of the 24th instant. 

2. The 
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.Minute 

ly tlic Governor, 
27 Aug. 1838. 


Minute 

by the Governor, 
31 .-Vug. 1838. 


2. The facts herein reported are of considerable importance. It is beyond 
doubt, that Dr. Milne has lately pa.ssed a receipt for 24,000 rupees received 
from the Raja of Sattara. The pretext is, that the agent Rungoba is about to 
proceed to England. 

3. I beg to refer to the thirteenth paragraph of my minute of yesterday on 
this part of Dr. Milne’s proceedings. 

(Signed) J. Parish, 

G. W. Anderson, 

25th Aiiffiist 183!^. .1. A. Dom.op. 


MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

Dated 27 til August 1838. 

(Subscribed to by the Board.) 

1 . Copy of thisletter should be sent to the Governor General, with reference 
to our letter of the 3d July. 

2. The documents accompanying it are of some importance, as clcaring^up 
the only doubt which formerly remained regarding Girjibaee’s petition. 

3. The writer is now discovered, and he has identified the original petition, 
which is in Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans’s po.ssession. The precaution s to secure 
secrecy, for fear of the consequences on discovery, are remarkable. 

4. Rungoba’s letter of the 18th June shews that he had another meeting 
with Mr. Baber, who had promised to write to his friend at Goa, to ascertain 
wdiat was newly passing there. 

5. Copy of this communication should be sent to the Secret Committee. 

(Signed) James Paiusii. 

27th August 1838. 


MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

Dated 31a2 August 1838. 

(Concurred in by the Board.) 

On receipt of this letter, I informed M. , I could not answer 

his application in my individual capacity. 

This correspondence .should be .sent to the Governor General, because the 
Raja of Sattara, by treaty, is bound not to communicate with persons ol' this 
description. 

(Signed) J. Parish. 

31st August 1838. 
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MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

. Dated 5th September 1838. 

(Concurred in by the Board.) 

• 

It is worthy of remark, that M. ^’s first request was to be per- 

mitted to accept employment from the Raja: he now asks permission to 
settle in the Sattara territory, to carry on some speculation he has in view. 

I think, without assigning any reasons, M. should be informed, 

that Government cannot grant him permission to proceed to reside within the 
Sattara territory. 

(Signed) J. Parish. 

5th September 1838. 


MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR., 

Dated 6ih September 1838. 

(Concurred in by the Board.) 

Copy of this letter should, if possible, be sent by the to the Secret 

Committee, in continuation of our former despatch on the same subject, and 
likewise to the Governor General of India. 

(Signed) J. FvVhish, 

.G. W. Anderson, 

(>tlj September I83B. J. A. Dunlop. 


MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

\Dated25th September 1838. 

(Subscribed to by the Board.) 

1. The letter from the Raja of Sattara should be translated, and copy of it 
sent to Uieutcnaiit-C^^lonel Ovans for his remarks. 

2. It should also be I’orwarded to the Governor General, with an intimatif)n 
that it will not be noticed by this Government, until we are favoured with liis 
Lordship’s instructions on our scn^cral late communications on the affairs of 
Sattara. 

3. We should request the Governor General’s particular attention to the 
sixth paragraph of Lieutenant-Colonel Ovaiis’s letter, and to the docunieuts 
therein alluded to, proving that the Raja’s agents in Ih)mhay have not 
scrupled to communicate to the Raja events of a political nature, which are 
at present a cause of niucii anxiety and embarrassment to the British Govern- 
ment. 

4. Is it, I may ask, to be tolerated, that persons, not only Britisli subjects 
but servants of tlie British Government, shall transmit information ol « poli- 
tical and secret nature, connected with military operations, to a loreign state 
linown to be ill-disposed towards us‘^ I’iiis Govern niejit cannot, of course, 
apply a remedy ; but it is our duty to represent in the strongest terms the 
ijross indecency and impropriety of such communications. 

5. It will be seen, tijat Rungoha, in his letter of the 7tli ultimo (No. f) , 
C'Omnuuiicatcs ill Dr. Milne’s name, that disputes exist between us and Persia.. 

3 Z and 
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aiul Aral>ia, and Russia; tliat wc have concluded a treaty with Runjcct Sing; 
that wo arc threatened with hostilities by the Chief of Nepaul, wlio has col- 
lected an anny of twenty or twenty-five thousand men ; and lastly, that the 
Raja oi’ Bunnah is preparing to war against us. He then adds, that he had 
visited Mr. Jiaber, who had confirmed the intelligence to the above eftcct 
received from Dr. Milne. Tn a postscript, lie communicates information 
regarding the movement of troops and reinforcements expected from England; 
describes Shikarpoor; and states, “The Ncpalwala has issued proclamations, 
“ inviting all Hindoos, whoever they may be, to co-operate and to enter 
“ his service.’' In Dr. Milne’s name Rungoba enjoins secrecy. “ The 
“ Saliil) said, rhest^ matters, which I have direeted you to write and report to 
“ the jMaliaraj Sircar, should not be publicly communicated to any one 
“ llierc-’’ In a letter of the fitli instani (No. 12), the agent gives information 
regarding passing (.'vents in Allglianislan, and observes: “ The Roos, Room, 
“and other people, arc warlike soldiers and sturdy. In the event of war 
“ t)i(;aking out it will be difficult; but the British (Tovernment is formidable. 
“ After this, good successor ill success in this rests in the jiower of God, 
“ 1’hus liath tlie Saliib said."' In a letter of the 1 Ith September he reptjrts, 
tlial it has been discovered that the states of Ilajpootana were in treasonable 
eoinmnnication with Russia, and had written, “ \Ve all are one; with your 
“ co-operation wc Avill expel the Faiglish from this country.'’ In allusion 
to tlie Raja’s own case the Agent observes, and 1 think significantly, “ But 
theiTMs no documentary ])roof.‘’ In No. 14 he reports, that the llussians 
and Persians have united against us, and that Dost Mahomed, Wuzeer of 
Room Sham in Turkistan, had joined them with a great number of troops; 
and in No. 15, that orders have been received from tlie Governor General to 
send thirteen regiments from Bombay, and twenty from Madras, against the 
.It ussians. 


tl. Tlie three last letters (4‘ the scries testify that .Lieutenant-G.oloiiel Ovans 
acted with his usual judgment, in suggesting that my letter, announcing the 
death of tlie late (rovcnior, should not bo delivered, and the manner in which 
his Agent intended to misconstrue that comniunication. 

7. Lieuteiiaiit-Coluncl Ovans’s present letter should, if possible, be sent to 
the Secret Committee by t!ie October packet. 

2otli September JS3S. (Signed) .). Fakish. 


Minua MINUTE -BY THE GOVERNOR, 

^ the ( Governor. 

Oct. 1838. ])(itvd dd October 1 83S. 

]. This corresiioiidenee sufliciently proves the falsity of the representations 

made byM. , (d the objects which he had in view, in requesting 

|iermissioii to visit Sattara, and sliews the necessity which existed for our 
declining to allow him t(» do so. 

2. It should be forwarded to the Governor General, with our opinion, that 
t he public interests must suffer if some decisive measures are not soon adopted 
to put an end to thc.se intrigues, by bringing the case of the Raja of Sattara 
Vo a final termination. 

3. The Acting Resident at Sattara may be informed to the above effect, 
and the Secret Committee be informed, ifpo.ssibIe, by the steamer about to 
leave. 


3d October 1838. 


(Signed) J. Fauisii. 
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Minute 

by the Govern 
3 Oct. 1838. 


checked and punished for such proceedings. If tlic communication he true, • 
and mean, as implied, that this person has been applied to by tlie agent of 
an Indian state for Iiis aid in raising military levies, the communication is 
treasonable, in a British subject, if lie withhold from Government the neces- 
sary information to enable them to adopt measures of counteraction. 

Before, however, adopting any nK^asure, it would be best to refer to the 
Acting Advocate-General for his opinion, as to whetlier the circumstances 
reported by the Boliti(*al Secretary amount to an otlence against the laws, 
and if so, of what distinct character, and what proceedings may -be adopted 
against M. . 

A coj)y of tlie memorandum, and of the reference to tiu'; Acting Advocate- 
General, should be sent to the Honourable the Secret Committee by the steam- 
packet, from which they will perceive the position in which Government is, 
through its highest officers, liable to be placed in the ])resent state of the law, 
without, as we apprehend, the means of asserting its just position. But the 
result of the reference will hereafter be reported. 

(Signed) .1. Faiush. 

3d October 1838. 


MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

Dated 3^/ October 1S3S. 

The communication which M. has made to the Political Sccre- 

tary*shcws strikingly the lengths to which the parties who are engaged in the 
Sattara intrigues are disposed to proceed. Whatever may have been M. — 
’s object in the communication, whether the substance of this commu- 
nication be true or fictitious, he should, if the law provide the means, be 


MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, Minute 

by the Governc 

Dated bik October 1838. ^ 1838. 

(Subscribed to by the Board.) 

1. Ail tlu' material points in this correspondence are noticed by the Acting 
Resident, in liis letter forwarding it, to which the Governor GeneraFs atten- 
tion should 1)C drawn, but more especially to the 8th and five following para- 
grajdis. 

2. There is, however, one misrepresentation in Dr. Milne’s letter which 
laeutenant-Colonel Ovans could not expose. He observes: “Out of folly 
“ oi‘ his own, he went on a visit to Mr.Willoughby in the Secretariat, when, 

“ whilst they were mutually conferring, a violent quarrel took place which 
“ cannot be fully written. On hearing of that quarrel, I, thoiigli spirited, 

“became wonderstruck. How could 1 write and report this.” And again : 

“ Such a Sahib entered into a controversy with Mr.Willoughby. To go into 
“the Government-House without permission, and subject oneself to an act 
“ M'ith disrespect to the Council, is a thing very ill done.” 

3. Dr. Milne evidently alludes to M. . It is needless to state, 

that nothing of the kind which he reports to have occurred at the interview 
between this person and the Political Secretary took place. On tlie cbntrary, 

in one of his letters, M. acknowledges the “ urbanity ” with 

which he was received. 

4 * * ^ * 

^ * * * 


5 . W-fS 
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Minute 

y the Governor, 
5 Oct. 1*838. 


Minute 

ir the Goveinor, 
13 Oct. 1838. 


5. With reference to the allusion to a person named Nursoo Venktash, in 
the third paragraph of Rungoba-s letter of the 19th ultimo. Lieutenant- Colonel 
Ovans should be requested , to report who this person is, with any further 
information regarding his proceedings he may be able to obtain. 

G. Paragraph seven of the Acting Resident’s letter should, 1 think, be sent to 
Mr. Bell, with a request that he will report what precautions are in force to 
prevent the Chitnavecs from communicating with improper persons. 

7. As there will not be time to send this in regular form to the Secret 
Committee,- 1 request the Political Secretary will send copy of this communi- 
cation and of my minute, at the same time explaining and apologizing for the 
irregularity. 

(Signed) J. Fauish, 

G. W. Anderson, 

5th October 1838. J. A. Dunlop. 


MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

Dated 13/A October 1838. 

1 . I have perused with the most unfeigned satisfaction the minute of the 
Right Honourable the Governor General of India, dated the 23d ultimo, 
recording his opinions on the case of the Raja of Sattara, which are, in fact, 
exactly similar to those which the Government had previously recorded. 

2. I need not explain, that my satisfaction docs not arise from the fact that 
his Lordship has pronounced the Raja guilty of the three principal charges 
preferred against him : it arises from the circumstance, that all the obloquy 
and reproach which has been cast on this Government, and more especially 
on our late respected and lamented head, by the Raja and his supporters, are 
removed. We have now the satisfaction of learning, that there is no disagree- 
ment between his Lordship and ourselves respecting the Raja’s guilt; and in 
this uniformity of opinion rests the com])lete justification of the measures 
adopted by this Government, in the painful, difficult, and responsible position 
in which it has been placed. 

3. With reference to the 1 0th paragraph of the (iovernor General’s minute, 
I cannot refrain from observing, that 1 am not aware that this Government has 
ever stated an opinion, that magnanimity in pardoning an offence of a weak 
“ ally is not, in different cases which may be readily contemplated, to be at 

all viewed as a suitable and expedient policy on the contrary, I am quite 
])repared to admit, that cases of this kind have happened, and may again do 
so, where the parties nicuy evince rejjcntuncc, and are likely duly to appre- 
ciate the clemency extended to them. All the remarks which I have made 
bearing on this question (and I think 1 may say the same of those which 
proceeded from the late Governor and my colleague Mr. Anderson) had pecu- 
iiiir reference to the individual case of the Raja of Sattara; and 1 am glad 
to find that the Governor General is of opinion that, in this case, mea- 

siircs of leniency and conciliation would be perfectly inapplicable.” 

4. 1 now beg to propose, that copy of the Governor General’s minute be 
forwarded to Lie utimant- Colonel Ovans, with a request that he will pre- 
pare and submit for our approval, with as little delay as possible, a state- 
ment of the description adverted to in the 12th paragraph. 

G. To aid this able officer in the preparation of this statement, I would 
further suggest, that the Acting Resident be furnished with the summaries 
jf ovidenee framed by the Political Secretary, and extracts from the minutes 
of Government commenting on tliem. 


G. The 
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v 6. The only instructiou which I deem necessary to issue to Lieutenant- s ATTAR 
Colonel Ovans is, that he should confine himself to the three principal PAPER? 

charges against the Bhja, and omit all doubtful points, and such as he con- MuJiuc 
ccives cannot be supported by sufficient evidence. bvthoGovw 

d r'v . 1 aC 


7. I should think a month or six weeks will be a sufficient period for 
the»Raja to complete his answer. On this point, however, the Acting Resi- 
dent's opinion may be called for. 

8. In submitting the statement, Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans should report 
what measures he deems necessary for the full and efficient protection of 
the witnesses, and for preserving inviolate the guarantees which have been 
extciiJbd to them. 

9. With reference to tlie 15t]i paragraph of the minute, Lieutenant-Colonel 
Ovans may be directed, as soon as he has prepared the statement with 
wliicli lie thinks the Raja should be furnished, to |')rc]>are a separate report 
on Dr. Milne's connexion vrith this affair. 1 may, however, observe, that 
our recent coinmunications to the (iovernor fieneral of India regarding this 
individnal will have aff’ortled his Lordship fuller information than he before 
|M>sscssc.(i. respecting the highly ol>jcctionable character ol‘ his proceedings as 
iiie Raja's advocate. 

10. ! lira nujcli gratified to observe that the Governor General has noticed, 
in teniis of liigh commendation, the eminent merits which Lieutenant-Colonel 
Ovam has displayed in the prosecution and report of thesis inquiries; and, 
I think, extracts from our letters bearing on this point should be coumiu- 
niented to tins officer. 

i l, 1 think, also, it is c.ssei)tial to the public interests, with the view to 
su])poi1 and stre^ngthen Lieutenant-Colonel Ovansks authority in the arduous 
and difficult situation in which he will for some time to come be placed, 
that we should no longer delay confirmiug him in the office of Resident at 
Saltara, (or which lie has proved himself so eminently qualified. By doing 
.so, we shall afford the best proof in our power of hi.s conduct having merited 
and obtained our approbation: and, on these grouiids, I have mucli pleasure 

li. proposing liis confirmation accordingly. 

(Signed) J. Faiusii. 

Idth October I8d8. 


MINUTE BY MR.G. W. ANDERSOxN, 

Without date. 

I entirely concur in the whole of this minute of the IIonpural3le the 
Governor. 

(Signed) G.W. Andkusox. 


MINUTE BY*MR. J. A. DUNLOP, . Minute by y 

Mr. J. A. Dunk” 

Without date. 'without datcnj 


,‘v' 

Minute i>v Mr- 
G. W. Aniiersi;( 
v/ithoiu 

§ 


I entirely concur also. 


(Signed) J. A. Duniop. 



^attara 

PAPERS. 

Minute by 
Commander-ii 
Chief, 

15 Oct. 1838. 


Minute 
the Governor, 
'ithout dale. 


Minute 

f tlur (Jovernor, 
;y Oct. 1838. 




MINUTE BY THE COMMANDER-lVl-CHIEF, 

Dated \6th October 1838. 

To the observations of the Honourable the Governor I cordially agree. ' 

(Signed) J. K^ane. 

15th October 1838. 


MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

Without Date. 

(Concurred in by Mr. Anderson.) 

In a matter of this nature I do not think Mr. Bell should so long have de- 
layed reporting to Government. 

These papers may be communicated to the Resident at Sattara, and the 
Political Agent in the Southern Mahratta country, in order that they may 
keep a strict watch over the proceedings of the suspected persons who reside 
within their range. 

The question noticed in the last paragraph is set at rest, by the objections 
taken to the measure in the subsequent despatch from the Agent of the I6th 
instant. 

(Signed) J. Parish, 

G, W. Anderson. 


MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

Dated 19<A October 1838. 

(Subscribed to by the Board.) 

Copy of this letter, and of the previous correspondence, may be sent to the 
Governor General, with a request that he will inform us, whether the proofs 
obtained by the Commissioner at Bittoor against these suspected persons are 
sufficient to justify the adoption of any measures against them ; whether, for 
instance, they ought to be apprehended and a search made for the papers ? 

Copy may be sent to the Resident at Sattara. 

The Acting Political Agent at Belgaum may be directed narrowly to watch 
their movements and proceedings. 

The names of the persons are : 

Venkut Row, 

Abba Abheynugkur, 

The Bruncharee, 

Damodhur Shaskee. 

If, by the eraployment.of confidential agents, Mr. Simson can discover their 
real objects and the measures they arc pursuing, he should do so and report 
to Government. , 

(Signed) J. Parish, 

,G. W. Anderson, 

19th October 1838. J. A. Dunlop. 
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MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

Dated 29/A October 1838. 

(Subscribed to by the Board.) 

Copy of this communication, and of its enclosures, should now be forwarded 
to the Governor General and to the Secret Committee. It throws consider- 
able light as to the mode in which Dr. Milne conducts his pernicious agency ; 
atod I Jhink we might ask his Lordship, whether this should any longer be 
tolera^jp, and whether, with reference to those and other previous instances. 
Dr. Milne should not be peremptorily forbidden henceforward from holding 
any intercourse, direct or indirect, with the Raja, or any person connected 
with him ? In this case, perhaps, also, it will be desirable to acquaint the 
Raja of the prohibition. 

(Signed) J. Farism. 

29th October 1838. 


satta£ 

PAPER^: 

Minute 
by the Govie^ 
29 Oct* m 


MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR. Minute i 

- by the Govern 

Dated 3 1st October 1 838. 

(Subscribed to by the Board.) ] 

Copy of this letter may be sent to the Resident at Sattara and the Acting I 

Political Agent in the Southern Mahratta country, and the latter officer may 
be instructed to act agreeably to the orders contained in the 2d paragraph of 
the Government letter of the 31st October last. 


31st October 1838. 


(Signed) . 1 . Fabisji, 

G. W. Andekso.v, 
J. A. DoNnop. 


MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

Without Date. 

Copy of this correspondence should be sent to the Governor General for 
instructions, with our opinion, tliat the affair is exceedingly suspicious, and 
that the Raja of Sattara holding direct communication with an adherent of 
Bajee Row’s is a breach of his treaty with the British Government. 

(Signed) J. Fabish. 


Minute V'l 
by tlic G(>vern|^ 
witiiout dat^ 


MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

Without date. 

I am doubtful whether any advantage would arise from making a communi- 
cation, of the nature indicated, at the present moment* ^ 

I would therefore propose, that copy of this letter should be sent to^ Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Ovans, and his opinion requested on the subject. 


Minute 

by the Goveriif^ 
without r 


(Signed) J. Fabish. 



SA’TtAHA 

^fAPE^. 

Minute 

1>7 the Governoj 
; «2Nov. 1838, 


if inute by Mr, 
f» W. Anderson 
without (late. 




MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

Dated 22d November 1638. 

l.Inhi^ letter of the 15tli instant, Eieutenaiit-Colonel Ovans, with great force, 
argues against the expediency of furnishing the Ra ja of Sattara with the state- 
ment ordered by the Governor General of India, and advocates the adoption, 
at once, of some final measures, with the view of bringing the case to a final 
and satisfactory conclusion. 

2. I freelj^ confess, I concur in the Resident’s opinion. I do not seSIRow we 
can, by any possibility, protect the witnesses, or prevent the Raja from tamper- 
ing with them, or from having recourse to force, intimidation, and bribery, 
to induce them to retract their evidence, if the •statement is furnished to him, 
and at the same time he is permitted to retain sovereign powers. 

3. Although, therefore, I regret the delay wliich must be occasioned by 
another reference, 1 would propose that the question of our future mode ol' pro- 
cedure should be submitted for his Lordship’s re-consideration, 

4. 1 am, myself, in favour of the temporary suspension of the Raja’s authority ; 
but this point must be determined by his Lordship. At all events, 1 am of 
opinion a commission should be at once appointed, with full and cxpbcil in- 
struelioiis for the conduct of the inquiry ; and when they have assenil)]cd, 
the statement prepared by Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans should be communicated 
to the Raja, effectual measures having been previously adopted for protecting 
the witnesses. 

5. This course, indeed, if at once adopted, will bring the question to the 
earliest termination attainable. It may be abortive, unless the M*itnessc.s are 
effectually protected ; and the only effectual means for their protection ap- 
pears to me to be, that which is adopted in every judicial iiKjuiry into charges 
affecting the conduct of a functionary in power, the suspension of that power, 
and the reason is of two-fold force when this power is that of a sovereign. 

6. As supporting tliis view of the case, the Resident’s separate despatch of 
the 15th instant, forwarding communications from Rungoba, should be for- 
warded to the Governor General, These, I think, prove that the Raja has al- 
ready determined not to answer the statement, but to call for the depositions 
on which it is founded ; which, it must be obvious, ought not to be granted 
until the period of his final defence. 

7. Some doubts occur to me regarding the place at which the inquiry should 
be instituted. In some respects, I should consider it desirable that it should 
not be held at Sattara, and Ahmednugger, for instance, might be named. 
But this is a subject which will doubtless engage the Governor General’s con- 
sideration. 

8. Copy of the Resident’s letters should, if possible, be sent to the Secret 
Committee by the December steamer. 


22d November 1838. 


(Signed) J. Farjsii. 


MINUTE BY MR, G. W. ANDERSON, 

TVithout date, 

1 concur in thinking that the letter Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans has addressed 
to Ciovernment, in submitting a statement prepared to be delivered to the 
^ Raja, should be sent to the Governor General, before acting upon the instruc- 
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tions we have received in respect to the proceedings to be adopted towards his 
Highness. Lieutenant- Colonel Ovans urges much argument and many reasons 
of great weight, which I cannot but think the Governor General would desire 
to have submitted to his judgment, on an occasion, and in a matter of such 
great importance. 

(Signed) G. W. Anderson. 


MINUTE BY MR. J. A. DUNLOP, 

Without date. 

1 concur in the proposed reference to the Governor General, under the 
difficulties represented by Colonel Ovans, which seem to be insuperable, if 
the communication is now made to the Sattara Raja. 

(Signed) J. A. Dunlop. 


MINUTE BY THE BOARD, 

Dated 30iA November 1838. 

Copy of this letter and enclosure should be sent to the' Governor General, 
whose orders may be asked, whether this mission is to be permitted to proceed 
to England ? 

Copy also may be sent to the Secret Committee. 

(Signed) J. Parish, 

* G. W. Anderson, 

30th November 1838. J. A. Dunlop. 


MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

Dated the Wth January 1839. 

(Subscribed to by the Board.) 

Copy of this letter may be sent to the Governor General of India. It is 
very probable that this is a fresh intrigue entered into, with the view of aiding 
in the Raja's defence. It will say the documents that have come into our pos- 
session are forged, and instance the papers herein alluded to as proof. This 
is, however, mere conjecture on my part. 

(Signed) J. Parish,. 

G. W. Anderson, 

J . A. Dunlop. 


MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

Dated 2Sjth January 1839.. 

(Subscribed to by the Board.) 

I have some doubts of tlie expediency of making this communication to 
Dr. Milne, since it will lead to his calling for the intercepted correspondfence. 
of which it would be highly undesirable he should at the present time be., 
aware. 

4B 
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Minute by M 
G. W\ Andersu 
without date 


Minute by 
Mr. J. A. Dunk 
without date. 


Minute 
by the Hoard, 
SO Nov. 183S. 


Minute 

by the Governo? 
11 Jun. 1S39. 


Minute 

by the Governor 
25 .Ian. 1S39. ;; 


I bes, 
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!;V Miqute 
y the (iovernor, 
Jan. 1839. 


Minute 
i)y the Board, 
30 Jan. 1B39. 


Minute 

jft the Governor, 
4< Feb. 1839. 


Minute 

y the Governor. 
1S2 Feb. 1839. 


mi 'MNUTEs^ 


I beg, however, that this may be considered in Council ; and, in the mean 
time, iny Colleagues will have had the opportunity to consider the question. 



(Signed) J. Parish, 

G. W. Anderson, 

25th January 1839. 

J. A. Dunlop. 


MINUTE BY THE BOARD, 

Dated 30th January IQtiQ. 

Dr. Milne may be informed that, under the instructions of the Qavernor 
General, and as a pensioner of the Honourable Company, he is to refrain from 
holding any communication, direct or indirect, with the Raja of Sattara or 
with his agents. 

(Signed) .T. Parish, 

G. W. Anderson, 

30th January 1839. J, A. Dunlop. 


MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

Dated 4th February 1839. 

(Subscribed to by the Board.) 

. As there seems reason to expect, that the circumstances now brought to 
notice will be attempted to be made use of, to refute the authenticity of the 
documents which have been obtained under circumstances whicli leave no 
doubt of their being authentic, the Resident should continue to obtain such 
information as may, when the affair comes under final inquiry, tend to the 
establishment of substantial justice. 

(Signed) J. Parish, 

G. W. Anderson, 

4th February 1839. J. A. Dunlop. 


MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

Dated \2th February 1839. 

I do not know that we can withhold the port-clearance. 

The authorities at such parts as the ship is expected to touch at may be 

informed, that M. has been, while in Bombay, considered to be 

a person to whom permission to go into the interior should not be granted, in 
order that they may prevent his landing and remaining at any of the subor- 
dinate stations of the Honourable Company’s territories. 

In regard to the Natives, it would be jiroper for the senior Magistrate of 
Police to ascertain that they know exactly on what terms they are going to 
a distant country, and whether they go with their own free will and having 
means of support. 

If they^^tate that they are going under the orders of the Raja of Satfora, 
tijiey might be detained pending inquiry of the Raja, who cannot be permitted 
<|pndestjQicly to send Native agents to England. 

(Signed) J. FAaisH. 


12 th February 1839. 
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MINUTE BY MR. G. W. ANDERSON, 

, Without date. 

Witl‘ M. I conceive, we have notlxing to say; but with the 

Natives, if agents of the Raja of Sattara, I think we have a great deal ; and, 
as I have said in a former minute of this day, I think we should interfere to 
stop them. ... 

If the Raja applies to send such an embassy, we niay refer the application 
to the Honourable Court, and await the Honourable Court’s orders. 

(Signed) G. W. Anderson. 


MINUTE BY MR. DUNLOP, 

Without date. 

I agree with the Honourable the Governor, that M. = — should 

be watched, and that we have no authority forcibly to prevent Natives going, 
if they wish, to Europe. 

(Signed) J. A. Dunlop. 


MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

Dated V2th Februart/ 1839. 

(Subscril)cd to by Mr. J. A. Dunlop.) 

T am not aware that Hindoos can be prevented embarking in a Frencli ship 
as ])a.ssengers for Europe. 

The Raja of Sattara can send no deputation except through the authoi*ized 
elianiie!, and no such deputation has been authorized. 

Th(! grouutls on whi<!li these persons arc supposed to be proceeding to 
Europe from the Raja of Sattara should be reported, and their names stated. 

Tlu! Resident to be informed, with a request that he will report, if any 
circum.stance, confirming this statement of their being deputed by the Raja, 
comes to his knowdedge. 

Tire Governor (jieneral and Secret Committee to be informed. 

(Signed) J. Earisii. 

12th February 18.89. 


MINUTE BY MR. G. W. ANDERSON, 

WUhaut Date. 

As a deputation from the Raja proceeding without tlic consent of this 
government, I should think these persons could be stoj)ped. 

(Signed) G. W. Anuebs.ojs’. 


sattara' 

PAPERS. 

Minute by Mi 
G, W. Anderso 
without date. 


Minute 

by Mr. Dunlop 
without date. 


Minute 

by the Governn 
12 Feb. 1839, 



h 

Minute by Ml’ 
G. \V, Anclerso 
witlioul date^ 
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SATTAUA 
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Minute by 
■, J. A. Dunlop, 
without date. 


JMinute 

^the Governor, 
IS Feb. 1839. 


iiinute by Mr. 
ti, W. Anderson, 
^'itliout date. 


JVlitnilc 

jf the Governor, 
itrithout date. 


Minute 
the Governor, 
|7 Feb. JB39. 




MINUTE BT MR. J. A. DUNLOP, 

Without Date. 

The intention of certain persons to proceed to Europe on the part of the 
Sattara Raja was reported to me ; but 1 did not think we could stop tliem, 
nor am 1 aware on what grounds it could be done. 

(Signed) J. A. Dunlop. 


MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

Haled 13tA February 1839. 

(Subscribed to by the Board.) 

The reference to the senior Magistrate of Police should be made regarding 
these Natives, and the Advocate-General may be consulted, as to whether we 
can detain them on any information we possess, as deputed by the Raja of 
Sattara. 

M. - . — is quite at liberty to go to Europe or to quit India, but 

not to laud and remain at subordinate stations ; and after intimation as 
proposed by me, the authorities at such stations will act on their own 
responsibility. 

(Signed) J. Parish. 

13th February 1839. 


MINUTE BY MR. G. W. ANDERSON. 


Without Date. 


Does not the treaty forbid such a measure without our consent ? It is to 
this I refer, not the general question. 


(Signed) G. W. Andbuson. 


MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

Wahout Date. 

Tlic Advocate-General may be referred to the treaty. 

(Signed) J. Fabisi*C 

MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

■* Dated nth February 1839. 

(Subscribed to by Mr. J. A. Dunlop.) 

If these persons are allowed to go, ought they not to be required to make a 
^deposit, to provide against tlu; Company being subject to any expense on their 
account ? 

The 
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The Acting Advocatc-CJeneral has not yet replied to the reference made to 
him about these persons. 

They cannot, 1 conceive, be j^revented going. The four first sliould be re- 
quired to lodge the usual deposit in the treasury for their servants, and the 
port-clearance should be granted. 

The senior Magistrate should hand up the statement of each individual, 
which, it is presumed, he took in writing. 

(Signed) J. Farisu, 

17th February 1831). J. A. Dunlop. 


MINUTE BY MR. G. W. ANDERSON, 


Without Date. 

Under this report, I do not think that these persons can be prevented 
taking their departure. 


(Signed) G. W. Anderson. 


MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

Dated iSth February 1839. 

(Subscribed to by Mr. J. A. Dunlop.) 

The suggestions in this letter more accord wdth my view of the course that 
should l)e adopted, and they should be imniediately acted on. The examina- 
tion of the parties, and the giving them information of their position, should 
be conducted by the Acting Persian Secretary, who should report this result, 
with copy of his proceedings, for the information of Government. 

(Signed) J. Fartsh, 

18th February 1839. J. A. Dunlop. 


MINUTE BY MR. G. W. ANDERSON, 

Dated \Sth February 1839. 

(Subscribed to by Mr. J . A. Dunlop.) 

The parties declare, that they arc not agents of the Raja, and if the Raja 
disowns them too, tlicy will find tlieinselves in a very false position in Eng- 
land, ii* really going tliere on the Raja's ]>art ; and this should be told them, 
as soon as the Resident reports the result of his communication to the Raja 
on the subject. But, in this ease, if they ]HTsist, 1 imagine these people must 
be allowed to proceed ; certainly, if repudiated by the Raja. 

(Signed) G. W. Anderson, 

18th February 1839. A. Dunlop. 


sArrAU^ 

PAUERS 

Minnt.£.‘ 
by the (iovon 
17 Feb. ISJf 


IMinuto by N 
(i. W. Aiidert 
witlioiu (lilt 


Minutcj 

by the (Govern 
IS Feb. 1831 


IVliiiute by M: 
G. W. .\:ulersr 
18 Feb. KS3S 
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MINUTES OF THE 


SATTARA 

PAPERS. 

Minute 

by the Governor, 
22 Feb. 1839. 


MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

Dated 22d February 1839. 

1. Colonel Ovans’s letter of the 18th instant, and the result of the exami- 
nations taken by Mr. Boyd, leave no doubt regarding the nature and objects 
of the mission about to proceed to England on the part of the Raja of 
Sattara. 

2. I am doubtful whether we possess the power of preventing this mission 
proceeding ; I am therefore for non-interference, and allowing them to pro- 
ceed after having made thci usual deposit in the (Jovernihent Treasury. I think 
this deposit should be made for the persons in the situation of servants pro- 
ceeding to Euro])e, as mentioned in my former minute. 

3. The senior Magistrate of Police should recpiire this dei)Osit, and the 

owner of tlie fVr/tv’ be informed, that Government will not intiTtcre 

authoritatively to prevent the parties alluded to by liini to. embark on board 
his sliip, on the established deposit lor Native servants being made, 

4. Mr. Boyd should inform the ])rincipal persons, that (Jovernment are 
satisfied that, proceeding as they do without the sanctioji of this Government, 
tlicy will find themselves mistaken in the expectation, that they will be recog- 
nised in any ])ublic capacity by her Majesty’s (u)verinnent or the J lonoiirahle 
Court of Directors. 


5. The Advocate-General may also be informed of this decision, in case he 
has any objection to offer to it. 

0. Copies of all Ihc ])apers coimected with the snl)ject siiould b(‘ sent 1o 
the Secret Commitlee, with our caruesf recommendarton, that the missinn nuiy 
not, on its arrival in England, be recognised, either by the Court or |jy her 
Majesty’s (iovernmcnl. Their instructions may also be solicited, whether 
such inission should be allowed, or not, to proceed to England. 

7. The Secret Committee will determine whether this proceeding is in con- 
formity witli the Raja’s agreement with ( iovernment. 

8. For particulars regarding M. , we may refer to our des|)alch 

dated the , regarding that person. 

# # # * * 

« « # # # 


10 . 


* 


# 


• # # 


* 


* 


* 


* 


11 . 


* * 


• # • 




* # 


12. Copies of all these proceedings sliould be sent to the Governor General 
of India, who will observe in them, I hope, the increased necessity which 
exists for bringing the case of the Raja of Sattara to a final termination, with 
as littlcxlelay as ijossible, and which the recent letter of the Secret Committee, 
copy of which has been sent to his Lordship, appears to anticipate. 

(Signed) James Parish. 


22d February 1839. 
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MINUTE BY MR. G.W. ANDERSON, 
Without date. 

* * 4|f ^ 


SATTARA 

PAPRHS. 

Minute by M: 
G, \V. AndcTfic 
without date 


I think it would have been better to have made a direct reference to the 
Raja, to ask if he was sending' tliese [)er.son.s to England. It is, perhaps, loo 
late now, as it must be decided at once, if these persons are to go or not. I 
still think, if proceeding as agents for the Raja, that permissitm of this Go- 
vernment should have been ap])lied for and obtained ; but if it is determined 
to allow them to proceed, 1 do not object, and subscribe to the rest of the 
minute of tlic Honourable the Governor. 


(Signed) G. W. An OEies 


I\ILMJTE BY MR.J. A. DUNLOP, Minute by 

Mr, J. A. l)uiil( 

Dated '22(1 Fehruanj 1839. -2 Feb. 1839. 

Vi(?wing this us n mission to England, T doubt our ])o\ver to prevent iJs 
going; andihough the circumstance of the parties having taken their j)assuges 
in a ship bound to Prance might make a ditierence in this respect, I am slill, 
on the whole, for uoii-iiitei’fereiK'e. 

->:• *;>? -Sc * 

(Signed) J. A. Dcn 

22d February 1830. 


MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, Minute 

by the Governo 

Dated ‘I'M February 1839. ’>';2 IVb . 1839 . 

I find a reference has been made, through the Resident, to the Raja, as to 
whether the mission is accredited by him; but we need not wait for the 
reply. 

* * * * 

^ 

^ 

I have omitted in my minute to notice a circumstance pointed out by Cedo- 
nel Ovjxns, viz. the identity r)f the i)arties forming the present mission with 
those rej)orted by him in November last as about to be sent ; a coincidence 
which remarkably verifies the intercepted correspondence which he has, fnan 
time to time, submitted to Government. 


22d February 1839. 


(Signed) James Fahisij. 
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MINUTES OF THE 


SATTA KA 
PAPERS. 

Minute by Mr. 
3. W. Anderson, 
22 Fob. 1839. 


MINUTE BY MR. G. W. ANDERSON, 
T>ate(l 22d February 1.398. 
(Subscribed to by Mr. J. A. Dunlop.) 

■3|J -jlir 

?{' * » -Sle 


22d February 1839. 


(Signed) G. W. Anderson, 
J. A. DuNLdp. 


Minute by 
'r. J. A. Dunlop, 
without date. 


MINUTE BY MR..T. A. DUNLOP, 

Without date. 




* * ■* 



* 

^ 

* 



(Signed) 

J. A. DoNLor, 

Minute 

y the Governor, 

22 Feb. 1839. 


MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 
Dated 22rf February 1839. 

« 



(Subscribed to by the Board.) 



* 

-Jt- ^ 

* 


* 




22d February 1839. 


(Signed) J. Fakish. 


Minute MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

' the Governor, 

Marcli 1839. Dated Lv/ March 1839. 

(Subscribed to by the Board.) 

^ 


1st March 1839. 


(Signed) J. FAttisH. 


r.iiM.io MINUTE BY THE BOARD, 

y the liniird, 

vitlioul date. Without Date. 

Mr. Elliot should have made the communication directed verbally, and not 
in writing. 

No special intimations are necessary to be given to the Collector ol Cus- 
toms. ' 

1 .^ Tins letter may be recorded without further correspondence. 

(Signed) J. Faiush. 
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MINUTE BY MR. G. W. ANDERSON, 
Without Date. 

I do not tliink this has been at all well managed, but it is over. 


SATTAI 

PAPliH 

Minute by 
G. W. Andt 
without dii 


(Signed) G. W. Anderson. 


MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

Dated l.s'/ Alarch 1839. 


Minute 
by tlic Gove: 
1 March 18 


(’opy to be sent to the Governor General, who will particularly in)tice, tliat 
the danger in which Appa Sahib, and those wiio have given evidence, are 
placed, is occ'asioiied by the iniormation sent home, having been communicated 
to his Highness by his correspondents here, derived iVom parties with whom 
they are in communication in England. 

His Lordship's insiructi<.)ns should be rccjuestcd, as to the course we should 
follow, in casci of Appa Sahib, the Kaja’s brother, throwing himself on the 
llcsidcnt’s protection, or the Kaja molesting any of the other witnesses. 

The Resident, in the mean time, to be directed to adopt the most efficient 
means in his power to afford the ])rotection required, should this contingency 
arise ; but to do his best to ward it oH‘. 

My own impression is, that the only real effective course for the protection 
of Appa Sahib and the others would be, on the Kaja's committing any o[)Cn 
act of a glaring nature*, or such as to endanger tlie lives ol‘ tliose wlio have 
fallen under liis Highness's anger for tiu* ])art they have had in these transac- 
tions, would l)c immediately to place his Higlinc.ss under restraint, d(*]>riviiig 
him of all authoritv, and to place the administration of the affairs of lus state 
in the hands of tlio Resident, pending the deci.siou of the Govc‘rnor (leiicral or 
the Honourabh) Court, to whom the Government of India have referred. 

Tliis may, if my Colleagues concur, be suggested to his Lordship. 

(Signed) James Parish. 

1st March 1S39. 


MINUTE BY rilE GOVERNOR, 

Dalfd '2d March 1839. 



% 

-3^ 




Hfr 


% 




■% 

■*' 

-5^ 







lAniiute. 
by lliu Goven 
2 March 182 


2d March 1839. 


(Signed) J. Parish- 
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SATTAUA 
PAPE US. 

Minute by Mr. 
3. W. Anderson, 
2 March 1839. 


Minute 

>y the (Governor, 
2 March 1839. 


Minute by Mr. 
W. Anderson, 
without date. 


Minute 
by the Hoard, 
without date. 


Minute 

y tlie ( Governor, 
i March 1839. 




MINUTES OF THE 


MINUTE BY MR. G. W. ANDERSON, 

Dated 2d March J839. 

^ ^ * 

* # ^ ^ 


2(1 March 1839. 


(Signed) G. W. Anderson. 


MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR. 

Dated 2d March 1839. 

Mr. Elliot committed a great mi.stake. On the receipt of our letter, he 
ought to have communicated the orders of Government to the parties con- 
cerned, and he should now lose no lime in doing so. 

(Signed) James Farisii. 

2d March 1839. 


MINUTE BY MR. G. W, ANDERSON, 

WithouL dale. 

Does it not appear from the last intercepted correspondence, that the parties 
themselves had the intention to withdraw from the passage ? 

(Signed) G. W. Anderson. 


MIIVUTE BY THE BOARD. 

Without date. 

To be sent to the Governor General and to the Secret Committee, in con- 
tinuation of the correspondence. 

(Signed) James Parish. 


MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

Dated Ath Alar eh 1839. 

(Subscribed to by the Board.) 

I concur with tJie Resident in opinion, that it is not expedient, at the present 
'moment, to have any thing t® say with the persons therein alluded to. 

It is by no means unlikely that some intrigue is at the bottom of this 
petition, and our best plan therefore is, to have nothing to do with the 
petitioner. 

Copy may be sent to the Governor General and Secret Committee, in con- 
tinuation oi' former proceedings. 

(Signed) J. Farisii, 

G. W. Anderson, 

Aih March 1839. J. A. Dunlop. 
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MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

Dated lltfi March 1839. 

(Subscribed to by the Board.) 

The Senior Magistrate of Police may be directed to refer these persons to 
Government ; and it would have evinced greater discretion, had he done so 
of his own accord in the first instance. 

If these persons address us, we should refuse to recognise them as the 
Raja’s agents. 

(Signed) J. Fauisii. 

nth March 1839. 


MINUTE BY AIR. G. W. ANDERSON, 

Whhout date. 

(Subscribed to by Mr. J. A. Dunlop.) 

1 entirely concur in \hc views of the Uonouralde the Governor, on the 
contingency of his Highness the Raja coniinitting any act of violence or 
of ()|)))ression, against any one of the witnesses who have given evidence in 
tlu'. investigation that has been lately held on his ]irocccdings. 

(iSigned) G. W. Andf.uson, 

J. A. Dun cor. 

MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

Dated lAlh ]\Iarcli 1839. 

(Subscribed to by the Board.) 

Cojiy to be sent tci the Governor General and the Secret Committee. In 
Vase matters come to an extremity, I think we are bound to insist, that the 
j)ersonal property of the Raja’s brother shall not be interfered with ; but the 
instructions recently solicited from the Governor General will, I trust, enable 
us to act more etfectually for his protection. 

• (Signed) J. Fahtsh, 

G. W, Anokuson, 

14 til Alarch 1S39. J. A. D uni. or. 


AIINUTE BY THE BOARD, 

Dated IStli Afarcli 1839. 

Proceedings approved, and our further inforiiialion on this subject to be 
coininunicatod to the Secret Coniiiiittce. 

The Governor General of India to he informed of the intcndetl departure of 
the uiission in the Reliance. 

(Signed) Jamfs Farish. 

18th Alarch 1839, 


MINUTE BY THE liOARi), 

Dated 10//r AJarc/i 1839. 

1 am not aware that the de]iart(irc oftlieso porsoius can be prevented. They 
hav<^ already ]>ecn informed that they will not be acknowledged in any public 
character by her Majesty's Government or the Court of Directors. 

This should be reported to the Governor General, and the Secret Committee 
and the Resident. 

(Signpcd) J. Fauisii. 

19th Alarch 1839. , 


tjATTAJli 

PAPERS. 

JMinute 
by the Goverr 
11 March ISt 


Minute by M 
G. W, Andersc 
witliout date 


Minute 

by tlie Governc 
14 March !83 


Minute 
by the lioard, 
iSMarcIi 183£ 


Minute 
bv the Hoard, 
•m'March 1839. 
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MINUTES OF THE 


MINUTE BY THE BOARD, 

Dated 20/A March 1839. 

i 80 March 1839 Governor General may be requested to favour us with his instructions, 

I ' whether a communication should not be made to his Highness on the subject 

of his sending this mission clandestinely to England. 

(Signed) J. Fabish. 

! 20th March 1839. 


Minute MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

by tlie Governor, 

87 March 1839. Dated 27 th Matrh 

(Concurred in by Mr. G. W. Anderson.) 

i The Resident may be referred to our recent orders, which seem to meet 

j tliis event. lie should, of course, aflbrd all the protection in his power to the 

( Uaja’s brother. 

I Copy may be sent to the Governor General, and his early instructions 

j solicited. 

27th March 1839. (Signed) J. Faiusii. 


: SATTARA 
PAPERS. 

t Minute 
I by the Board, 


( 

j: Minute MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

rby the Governor, 

!so March 1839. Dated SOili March 1839. 

(Subscribed to by Mr. G. W. Anderson.) 

( . 

I Copy to be sent to the Governor General, in continuntion of the forrticr 

; correspondence. The Resident’s advice regarding Seebundy was very 

\ jiropcr. 

[ 'flic Governor General’s orders should bo solicited, as to what arrange- 

l| ments should be made for the support pf the Raja’s brother. He has, hitherto, 

; rcc'CiVecl an allowance of G,0()0 rupees per mensem, which should, I think, be 

i continued by the Raja. 

i (Signed) J. Parish, 

30th March 1839. G. W. Andkuson. 


> Minute 
;by the Governor, 

: 19 June 
I 

The differences between the Raja of Sattara and the British Government 
liave been so fully investigated, and the facts connected with them so fully 
brought to notice by my predecessor in office and my present Colleagues, that 
I ii. is quite unnecessary now to enter into any minute review of them. I think 

iw !ias been clearly established, that the Raja has for years carried on an ir- 
I Lgular and unwarranted intercourse with the Portuguese authorities at Goa; 
Ib.at he has intrigued with Appa Sahib, the cx-Raja of Nagpore ; and that he 
has countenanced and supported attempts to seduce from their allegiance cer- 
i aiii Native soldiers in the service of the British Government. 

The first and second of these only are clear breaches of the treaty by which 
ihe llaja of Sattara is bound; for he is restrained from any intercourse with 
^ ^ reign powers, and with all persons whatever who arc not by the treaty sub- 
" / .cicd to his Highness’^ authority. Tlic third is an equally clear violation 
y I the duty which states professing relations of amity owe to each other. 

Ko 


MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 
Dated Vdth June 1839. 



(SbvilitBritolW BOMfeAY.’ 


289 


No doubt existing as to the facts^ or to the disposition \vhich they indicate, 
the question arises, how are we to deal with the case I There are apparently 
but three modes of meeting it : — 

1st. By subjecting the Raja to a formal trial, and after inquiry made and 
sentence passed, visiting him with appropriate punishment. 

2dly. By proceeding in the mode by which national wrongs are ordinarily 
redressed, by at once commencing hostile operations, taking possession of the 
Raja’s territories, and acting as circumstances may justify under the right of 
conquest, 

ddly. By addressing to the Raja such remonstrance as may appear cx])e- 
dient, and passing over his past offences, in the hope that the exercise of cle- 
mency may give rise to better feelings. 

The difficulties in the way of the course first referred to appear to me very 
great. There is no ordinary tribunal to which the JXoja could be made ame- 
nable, and a special one must be x^rganized, for the purpose of investigating 
the charges against him if they are to be investigated. 

A commission has been proposed, and the expediency has been suggested, 
of selecting its members from the other Presidencies, excluding altogether 
persons serving under this Government. I think that, proceeding to subject 
the Raja to trial by a commission would be a course very much open to sus- 
))icion and misrepresentation, however that commission might be constituted. 
1 know that, from the civil and military services of India, there would be no 
difficulty whatever in selecting Commissioners who would ])erform their duty 
without regard to any thing but justice ; but I need not add, tliat in the conduct 
of states, as of individuals, it is most important not only to avoid wrong, but 
to make this avoidance apparent, and to place the character of the state for 
integrity and good faith beyond the possibility of question. 

h’or this reason, I should desire, if practicable, to avoid the trial of an issue, 
in which the British (iovernment is a party, before a tribunal which must, of 
necessity, be composed of its own servants. 

Indeed, the competency of such a tribunal might, with some plausibility, 
be questioned ; because, by assuming the power of subjecting the Raja to 
a legal trial, we should seem to determine that he was a subject of the* Bri- 
tish Government, whereas wc have always acknowledged him as a sovereign 
Prince, bound only by the terms of the treaty existing between us. I observe, 
indeed, that in a very able and careful minute recorded by one of my Col- 
leagues, the conduct of the Raja, in intriguing with the Government of Goa 
and with Appa Sahib, is termed treasonous. I am not disposed to cuter into 
a discussion upon the point ; but it is certain, that the crime of treason can be 
perpctViited only where the relation of sovereign and subject exists. 

It would seem also, that if the Raja could be charged with treason on ac- 
count of the acts which gave rise to the first and second charges, he is guilty 
of the same offence under the third. The attempt of a subject to seduce tlie 
soldiers of his sovereign from their duty is undoubtedly treasonable, and it is 
onl y the absence of the requisite relation which changes the character of the 
offence. Tliis point would, 1 fear, be taken up by all who have any feeling of 
hostility to the British Government. Wc should be accused of degrading a 
soAcieigu from his acknowledged rank, of offering violence to Iiks feelings and 
dignity, and of assuming a right of superiority to which we have no just claim. 
It IS not necessary to ask, whether these charges would be well or ill founded : 
it is sufficient that they would be made ; and without necessity, the British 
Government ought not, in’ my judgment, to incur them. 

Such a commission as has been recommended would appear incx])edient, 
unless we were quite certain of the result ; for if the inquiry should termi- 
nate m acquittal, we should lose something in point of character, wliile the* 
Raja would be little benefited. A prince suspended fiom his sovereignty and 
put upon his trial, even though acquitted, would be irreparably injured iii the 
estimation of his subjects. He would command little respect from them, 
when they saw with how little consideration he was treated by his ally. 

lint it may fairly be assumed, that there can be no doubt as to the subject 
of inquiry, and upon this ground it is unnecessary. No information, beyofio* 
that which wc possess, is likely to be gained. The commission would only 

, 4 E tend 


SATTAF 

PAPER 

Minute 
by the Gove 
19 June IS 
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MINUTES OF THE 


SATTARA tend to prolong a state of uncertainty and irritation, which has continued 

PAPERS. quite long enough already, and would, in this point of view, be a source of 

MfelTte mischief. 

r the Governor, If unfriendly steps were inevitable, I should much prefer the second course 
19 Jane 18S9. of proceeding to which I have referred. I should prefer taking the remedy 
provided in the treaty in case of the Raja’s breach of his engagements, and 
resuming the territories committed to his care. But this is an extreme mea- 
sure, and should not be resorted to without an absolute necessity. Such ne- 
cessity I do not conceive to exist. 

The Raja of Sattara cannot be regarded as a very formidable foe to the 
British empire, and those with whom he has been connected are as little for- 
midable as himself. No results have followed the intrigues which have been 
carried on, except the transfer of money to agents and adventurers, by whom 
the intrigues have, witliout doubt, been fomented ; by whom they have, per- 
haps, been originated for their own purposes. Without intending to offer any 
apology for the conduct of the Raja, it is but just to observe, that he ap- 
pears to have been regarded by that numerous class of men who are con- 
tinually watching for an opportunity to enrich themselves at the expense of 
others, as one whose position offered a very favourable opportunity for their 
experiments. He has manifested great weakness and no inconsiderable por- 
tion of ingratitude ; but it would not accord with the magnanimity of the 
British Government to visit those offences on a prince, situated as is the Raja, 
with too great severity. He is altogether at our mercy, and the execution of 
an order to dispossess liim of his territories would scarcely be a more difficult 
work than to sign such an order. He is the representative of a hoiise dis- 
tinguished in the history of India, and associated in the minds of the people 
with much of interest. We have nothing to fear, and we can afford to act 
with generosity. 

Under these circumstances, I must admit that, with the highest respect as 
well fur the motives as for the arguments of those who have taken a different 
view, I decidedly prefer the milder course of proceeding, of the three which 
I have pointed out as before us. 

I propose, therefore, either that the Resident be instructed to assure the 
Raja of the desire of the British Government to maintain the relations of 
friendship with him, to point out the necessity of restraining his servants from 
entering into any measures which may subject his Highness to the imputation 
of disregarding his engagements, and from retaining in his Highness’s name, or 
otherwise, the political services of any persons beyond the limits of his 
dominion ; or that 1 should, in person, communicate with the Raja ; which 
latter, I am inclined to think, would be a preferable course. His Highness 
possibly might be more readily induced to give attention to the demands we 
are bound to make on him (and which I propose that we separately take into 
consideration) when directly preferred by the head of this Government, 
rather than by the agency of the Residettt or any other subordinate authority. 
In the event of the Board concurring with me in the line of policy I 
recommend, and in the probable advantage which may accrue from my 
visiting the Raja, 1 shall be prepared to proceed to Sattara, upon receiving 
the sanction of the Governor General to the policy I have suggested. 

In the meantime I need scarcely say, that our intentions with respect to 
the Raja should not be suftered to divulge until the intimation of them is 
made by myself, and that we should do all in our power to discourage the 
agitation which has been kept up in the name of the Raja. 


19th dune 1839. 


(Signed) J. R. Caunac. 
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MINUTE BY MR. JAMES PARISH, 

Dated \^th June 1839. 

In the earlier proceedings I have already recorded my opinion on the 
coifrse which should be preserved towards the Raja of Sattara. The 
Honourable the Secret Committee having, however, expressly referred the 
decision of this perplexing case to our present Governor, who I presume to be 
in possession of the sentiments of the home authorities upon it, and*Sir James 
Carnac having proposed to the Board the extremely lenient course explained 
in his minute of this date, which has just been read, I consider it my duty to 
accede to that course; and feeling most desirous that the questions pending 
with regard to his Highness should be brought as early as possible to a close, 
and himself placed in a position which may give security for his acting up to 
the full spirit of the treaty with him for the future, I have only to assure the 
Honourable the Governor, that it is my cordial wish and intention to support 
the measure he has submitted ; and in the further prosecution of the details 
to endeavour, as far as may be in my power, to aid in rendering the same 
effectual. 

(Signed) J. Parish. 

19th June 1839. 


MINUTE BY MR. G. W. ANDERSON, 

Dated \dth June 1839* 

I have only, under the like circumstances, to record the assurance of 
my desire cordially to support, and effectually to aid the Honourable the 
Governor, in carrying through tlie policy he has declared he thinks ought to 
be pursued towards the Raja of Sattara. 

Satisfied of the treachery of the Raja, I from the first thought that no 
middle course could be taken, but that he must either be deposed or entirely 
forgiven. The latter course being determined upon, it seems only necessary, 
in carrying it through with all faith, to warn the Raja for the future, to lay 
down some principles in the spirit of requiring a more strict adherence to the 
treaty, and effectually to protect those through whose information the Raja’s 
intrigues were brought to light. 

It appears to me, that all this, and whatever else is immediately called for, 
is effectually guarded by the different measures which the Honourable the 
Governor has proposed, and to which, it does not occur to me at the present 
moment, that any thing is required to be added, to carry through safely the 
policy that has been resolved upon. 

(Signed) 6. W. Andi:ksox. 

19th June 1839. 


MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

. Dated 20th June 1839. 

1. In continuation of my minute of yesterday’s date, I now beg to submit 
to the Board my views regarding the mode in which 1 think our intentions ’ 
towards the Raja of Sattara should be carried into effect. 

2. It will not be consistent with our proposed amnesty for the past, to make 
any demand which can justly be regarded as a punishment; and, under this 
impression, I at once abandon the measure wdiich a|)iJcarsto have been thouglit 
of by the Government of the late Sir Robert Grant, of requiring the Rajal K) 
maintain a contingent of horse for the service of the British Government. 

3. Our 
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3. Our demands should be limited as much as possible, and should be con- 
fined only to those which will again place the Raja in the precise situation 
intended by the treaty of September 1819, and will ensure the most efficient 
protection to all persons who have been obnoxious to him, in consequence of 
the part they have taken in recent proceedings. 


4. Before proceeding to Sattara, I shall cause a letter to be prepared to the 
Raja's address, embodying the sentiments which Government entertain of his 
conduct, and the requisitions which we deem it essential to make, in order to 
ensure his future adherence to his engagements, and to promote peace and 
concord between the two Governments. The latter may ultimately be embo- 
died in a formal engagement to be required from the Raja. 


5. The following is what 1 conceive should be the substance of my address 
to his Highness the Raja. 


1st. That, after a careful and attentive perusal and consideration of the 
evidence, it is ray painful duty to inform him, that I entertain no doubt 
whatever that his irregular and unwarrantable communications with the 
Goa authorities during a series of years, his intrigues with Appa Sahib 
the ex- Raja of Nagpore, and the countenance and support which he gave 
to the attempt to seduce from their allegiance certain Native officers in 
the service of the British Government, have been fully proved. 

2d. That these proceedings indicate that his Highness, unmindful of 
the great benefits which he has derived from the Honourable Company, 
has entertained hostile designs towards their Government, at a time when 
he was openly professing to be on tl)e most intimate terms of friendship 
and alliance. 

3d. That by these acts he has most justly incurred the penalty pre- 
scribed in his treaty with Government, namely, the forfeiture of all the 
rights and possesions which that conferred upon him. 

4th. That, nevertlieless, the British Govermnent has resolved to over- 
look his past misconduct, and to grant an amnesty on the following con- 
ditions : — 

1st. That his Highness shall promise carefully and scrupulously 
to adhere to the 5th article of his treaty with Government, dated the 
25th September 1819, and explicitly understand, that any future 
infraction thereof will be followed by the penalty annexed to that 
article, namely, the loss of all the advantages secured to him by 
the treaty. 

N.B. — The article itself may be embodied in the agreement to be 
taken from the Raja. 

2d. That his Ilighiiess shall moreover engage to act in conformity 
with all the other provisions of the said treaty, but more especially 
the second article, whereby he is bound to be guided in all matters 
“ by the advice of the British Agent at his Higliness’s Court, and to 
“ hold his territory in subordinate co-operation with the British 

Government.'’ 

3d. That the seventh article of the treaty be strictly attended to, 
and that his Highness engage to refer all matters in dispute between 
liim and the Jagheerdars, therein named, to the British Government, 
and to submit to their decision. 

4th. That, if possible, a reconciliation should be effected between 
his Highness and his brother, Ap])a Sahib; but that, should this be 
found impracticable, that the latter shall be at liberty to reside 
wherever he pleases, under the protection of the British Government, 
with the same allowance for his support as he has heretofore received 
from the Sattara Government. 

N.B. — The attempt at reconciliation may be made on the Gover- 
nor's arrival at Sattara. 

5th. That all persons now in confinement on account of the Sat- 
tara intrigues be forthwith released ; but that the undermentioned 

persons 
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persons shall henceforward be excluded from Llic Raja's counsels, 
and be prohibited from residing within the Sattara territory, with- 
out the sanction of the British Government. 

N.B. — ^The Resident should at once bo required to submit the 
names of the ])ersons who he thinks should be comprehended in this 
article, being informed it is the desire of Government that the number 
should be limited, as much as possible, and that individuals of minor 
consideration should be excluded. 

Cth. That the Raja shall engage not to injure or molest, in any 
way, the persons or families of those who have taken part in the 
proceedings against him, and shall promise to continue to them all 
property, rights, privileges, and allowances, which they enjoyed in 
July 1836. The names of the persons comprehended in this article 
are as follows. They are to bo considered under the special gua- 
rantee of the British Governnieiil. 

N.B.— The Resident can alone frame this list, restricting it as 
much as possible, and stating in detail the reasons why each i)erson’s 
name is inserted. 

6. 1 believe the above to contain all the stipulations whicli, on the principles 
wc are resolved to pursue, arc essentially necessary ; but 1 shall be happy to 
considcT any others which my Colleagues may desire to propose. 

7th. I find that tlu're are various subjects of discussion on minor points 
between tlie two Governments, the consideration i^f winch lias been postponed 
pending the final disposal of the Raja’s ease ; such, for instance, as the transit 
duty (lucbtiou, the admission of the Coin^iany’s rupee into the Raja’s terri- 
tories, and some claims affecting individuals. 

8. It appears to me, howeviT, inexpedient to mix up these questions in the 
jiresent discussion. Wlieu I jiroeced to Sattara I can take these jirocecdings 
with me, and I shall probably be able to adjust these minor matters, either in 
direct communications with the Raja or through the Resident. 

9. In conclusion, I deem it necessary to refer to a jiossible, though I hope 
not probable, issue to the attempt we are about to make, to re-establish our 
relations at Sattara on a friendly footing. The Raja, either from niisappre- 
ciating our motives, or from relying on the influence which he may fancy he 
has established, by means of the numerous agents he has employed, both in 
England and in India, may refuse to accept our proffered clemency, boldly 
assert his innocence, and challenge inquiiy. I am not prepared, at this mo- 
ment, to state the precise course which should be followed under such a con- 
tingency ; but, in order to avoid the delay of another reference to the Governor 
General of India, I think the ]) 0 ssibility of its occurience should be pointed 
out, and his Lordship’s sentiments solicited, as to the course we should tlu‘n 
pursue. 

10. In carrying into effect these measure.s, I shall do all in my power to 
convince his Higlincss of tlie serious errors into which he has been betrayed, 
in friendly and considerate language; but, on the other hand, I. shall be firm 
in my endeavours to convince liis Highness, that nothing* can induce Govern- 
ment to recede from the very lenient terms on which wc are willing to cast 
an oblivion over the past. 

1 J . In my former minute 1 referred to the necessity of secrecy, as perhaps 
essential to the success of our plans ; and, to ensure this, I would now pro- 
pose, that these proceedings may not be formally recorded, until the Governor ^ 
General has replied to the reference to be made to him, 

(Signed) J. R. Carnac. 

20th June 1839. 


‘4F 


SATTAR. 

PAPERS 

Minute 
by the Govei 
20 June 183 



294 ; MlNtJTES OF fHE 


SATTARA 

PAPERS. 

Minute by 
r. James Farisli> 
^ June 1839. 


MINUTE BY MR. JAMES PARISH, 
Dated 21st June 1839. 


I have nothing to add to the measures here proposed, in which I concur. 

(Signed) J. Parish. 

21st June 1839. 


Minute by Mr. MINUTE BY MR. G. W. ANDERSON, 

, W. Anderson, 

June 1839. Dated 21a^ June 1839. 

I quite concur in these measures consequent upon the line of policy deter- 
mined upon. 

(Signed) G. W. Anderson. 

21st June 1839. 

e 

MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

Dated 22d June 1839. 

Since I recorded my opinion of the course which 1 would recommend to 
be pursued with the Raja of Sattara, we have received the despatch from the 
Secretary of Government with the Governor General, transmitting for our 
information copies of the minutes of the Council of India, wlio unanimously 
consider that the guilt of the Raja justly subjects him to the penalty of depo- 
sition. 

The perusal of these opinions have not made any change in the sentiments 
I entertain of the expediency, on the grounds I have stated in my minute of 
the 19th instant, of extending to the Raja the clemency of Government, under 
the conditions set forth in my further minute. of the 20th instant. 

The guilt of the Raja of Sattara, in the three instances brought against him, 
has been proved by uiKiucstionable evidence ; but when we consider the 
extravagance of his intrigues, the utter impotency of those with whom he 
conspired, and his own political insignificance, it would be more becoming 
the character of the British Government to overlook his past misconduct, 
than to proceed to the extremity of his deposition, and the annexation of his 
territories to our dominions. I am not of opinion, that the downfal of the 
Raja would meet with no public sympathy. Neither his dependant position, 
his limited resources, nor his personal character, would l)e considered by the 
[)eop]e as rendering him in any degree formidable to us, and we should rather 
be exposed to the imputation of being ready, on any pretext, to aggrandize 
ourselves by adding to our territory, than that the extinction of the Sattara 
principality was deemed an act essential to our political security. 

It will now rest with the Governor General in Council to determine on the 
steps which are to be taken in this long pending and perplexing case. 

(Signed) J. R. Carnac. 

22d June 1839. 


liMinutc hym. %|NUTE BY MR. JAMES PARISH AND MR. G. W. ANDERSON, 

t. I'arishand Mr. 

b.W. Andersou, Dated 22dJme 1839. 

^,22 Juaq,18.J9, 

k 'I’he result of the reference to the Governor General should be awaited. 

(Signed) J. Fahisu. 

G. W. Anoeiison. 
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MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

Dattd 2Alh July 1839. 

(Concurred in by the Board.) 

1. In reply to his letter, I think. Captain Cogan should be informed, that 
Government consider it very undesirable that he should proceed on a visit to 
the Raja of Sattara, and recommends that he abstain from all intercourse and 
communication with his Highness or any of his agents. 

2. Government is now, as it has always been, ready to receive any repre- 
sentation which his Highness may desire to make through the usual channel, 
the British Resident stationed at Sattara. 

3. In reference to the postscript of Captain Cogan’s letter, the letter should 
be returned. It is not necessary for us to open this letter. 

4. The first and third paragraphs of this minute should be communicated 
to Captain Cogan. 

(Signed) J. R. Carnac. 

24th July 1839. 


MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 
l^atcd Ath September 1839. 

1 . I now proceed to lay before the Board my proceedings during my recent 
visit to Sattara, premising witli a brief review of the measures adopted in con- 
nection with the case of the Raja subsequent to the 1st June last, the date on 
which I assumed charge of the Government of this Presidency. 

2. Tliis case has been now under discussion for more than three years, and, 
under instructions from the Home Authorities, a final decision was delayed 
until iny arrival in this country. It therefore immediately engaged rny most 
earnest attention, and, from ^tlie first, 1 resolved to make a determined effort 
to rescue the Raja from the dangerous position in which he had placed him- 
self, not only becaiise I am impressed with the conviction, that we should 
gain in reputation by extending mercy and forgiveness to him, but also 
because, on principle, I cordially concur with the many excellent men who 
are of opinion, that it is good policy to uphold and maintain the Native states 
of India by all means. 

3. Por an exposition of iny views on this case, I must refer to my minute 
dated the 19th June. In this I felt no hesitation, after a most studied exami- 
nation of the wdiole evidence, in recording, that the Reija’s guilt has been 
established on the three principal charges advanced against .him. I shall 
only here add, that a subsequent reconsideration of the evidence, the peculiar 
circumstances under which it was obtained, the impossibility of concert among 
the witnesses, an inspection of the original documents which have come into 
our possession, and my own observations since my arrival in the Dcccan, have 
left not a shadow of doubt in my mind respecting the accuracy of my first con- 
victions at Bombay. 

4. Following this admission, I discussed in the same minute three differenf 
modes in which, it occurred to me, the case might be disposed of, namely : 
1st, by placing the Raja on his trial; 2d, by summarily deposing him for 
his violations of the treaty, and annexing his territories to our own ; 3d, by 
granting an amnesty for the past under certain conditions. I also rocorded 
my objections to the two first of these courses, and my reasons for urging the 
adoption of the last, intimating my readiness to proceed in person to Satta/a, * 
and to endeavour to carry it into effect. 
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12. To proceed. The letter from the Deputy Secretary in attendance on 
the (rovemor General* dated the 11th July, conveyed to this Ciovcrnmeiit 
the Governor Generars sanction to the amnesty proposed to be extended to 
the Raja ; to the conditions under which I suggested it should be granted ; 
and to my proceeding in person to Sattara, for the purpose of carrying my 
views into effect, and again to place our relations with the Raja on a friendly 
foouiig. On this occasion it was observed: “ His Lordship feels it unne- 
“ cessary to enter into any review of this case. He has already avowed 
his opinion, that whether led by malignity or folly, or a weak subservu ney 
** to bad advisers, the Raja has committed acts which might justly foileit for 
‘‘ him all the favour of the British Government, and justify a sentence of 
severe retribution. He secs all the embarrassments which raiglil arise out 
‘‘ of a formal trial ; he feels the strong objections wliicli would be urged iii 
“ (juartors of the highest authority against a summary act of extreme severily, 
“and he is compelled to acknowledge the expediency of the milder course 
])r<)posed, and w'ould induli^c the hope, that the exercise of clcinenc^y may 
give rise, if not to better f(*elings, at least to more guarded conduct.*’ Ilis 
Lordship was also pleased to concur with me in opiniqu, that the amnesty 
sliould not be accompanied l)\ any demands of a penal nature ; but ol)servc(l, 
that “ warnings might be made for tiie future, principles laid down fur tiie 
mote strict observunee of the treaty, and, above all things, ( ileetual prolec* 
“ lion sliould b(* secured to those who, in th(‘ course of llu' late nu)niry, may, 
by lKi\ing aiibvclcd information, be assumed to have given cdleiue to the 
“• Itaja. V\ itli this expicssiou of Ins ^iews, his Lordsliij) cordially assents to 
“ the pro])osjtioiis laid (1 o\mi by the (io\einor of Bombay ni his ininiuc of 
“ June 2<'th, and adopted liy his Colleagues,"" 

i;b 1 Jf si no lime, afUr the receipt of tliislcttei, in inoei^eding to IViona, 
wlit re I ainvid on the iibth July, 1 now deem<*d it expedient to si lul for 
the Ri'suU nl, not only that 1 might have an opportunity of explaining to him 
poisonally the course of procedure 1 intended to follow on my arrival at 
Sattara, but likewise to obtain from him the latest information of tlu* actual 
state ot affairs ul that place. 

11, T/irutenant-CJoloncl Ovans accordingly visited me at Dapooiee on the 
1 Uli, and remained with me until the l/>lh ultimo, on which date he returned 
to Sattara, with directions to coinnuuiicate to the Raja, in writing, my inten- 
tion to proceed in a few days to the same place, for tlu* jiurposc ot arranging 
matters of gri'at importance to his Highness's future interests, and that I hoj)C(l 
he wuuld receive me in the same spirit of cordiality and friendship which ! 
felt towards him jicrsonally. 

]f0. I shall nut anticipate the narrative of my proceedings, by detailing 
the arrangements which were linally determined on in cominuuicatioii with 
the Resklcul. T have elsewhere* recorded the \cry high sense i entertain 
of the cordial co-ojjeratiun and the valuable information wddeh I received 
from this able and intelligent officer, who entered into my views with perfect 
honesty and sincerity, and throughout exerted himself to the utmost to render 
them successfub 

1C. It has been usual when former (Jovernors have visited Sattara, that they 
should be received with great pomp and state by the Raja. Our friendly 
relations with the Raja having been for the last three years virtually sus- 
pended, the observance of these forms appeared to me to bo inconsistent, until 
our relations were again placed on an amiaable footing. Being anxious, how- 
ever, to avoid any thing that would irritate, I directed the Resident to apprise 
the Raja» that as it was my intention to travel dak express from Puona to 
Sattara, and that as the time of my arrival would, in consequence, be uncer- 
tain, it was my desire that the usual official ceremonies might be dispensed 
with on the occasion of my visit, which was accordingly done. 

17. I reached Sattara on the 22d ultimo, and was accompanied by the 
Honourable Mr. Anderson, the Political and Military Secretaries to Govern- 
ment* 

* Letter to Colonel Orans, dated 30th August 1839. 
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US. To jwocctsd. , The letter from the Deputy Secretary hi attendance on 
the Ooremor General* dated the 1 1th July, conveyed to this Government 
the Governor Gendral'a sanction ito the amneaty proposed to be extended to 
the Raja ; to the oonditions under which<{ suggested it should be granted ; 
and to my jbreceei^ng In person to Sattaxsi^'f^ the purpose of carrying my 
views into effect, and t^n to ^lace our relal^S' arith the Raja on a friendly 
foouBg. On this, occasion it was observed : ** His Lordship feels it nnne- 
“ cesrary to entet^ mtd^’<{ny reviovt of this case. Be hag already avowed 
“ his opinion, thaf; whether led by malighity 6t folly, or a weak snbservicncy 
“ to bad advisera't'^tbe'itaj^a has committed acts which '^ght justly fuifeit for 
** him all the favouf of ihe British Government, and justify a sentence of 
“ severe retributioif. He secs all the embarrassments whicli might arise out 
“ of a formal trial ;^bc 'fbets the strong objections which would be urged in 
“ quarters of the hipest authority against a summary act of extreme severity, 
“ and he is cotiipmled to acknowledge the expediency of the milder course 
“ proposed, and would indulge the hope, that the exercise of clemency may 
“ give rise, if not to better feelings, at least to more guarded conduct.*’ His 
Loidship was also plotted to concur with me in opiniqn, that the amnesty 
should not be accompanied by any demands of a penal nature ; but observed, 
that “ warnings might be made for the future, priiwiples laid down for the 
“ more strict observance of the treaty, and, above all ttungs, effectual protcc- 
“ tion should be secured to those who, in the course of the late inquiry, may, 
“bylming alfordcd information, be assumed to have given offence to the 
“ Uaja. With this expression of his views, his Lordship cordially assents to 
“ the propositions laid down by the Governor of Bombay in his miniiic of 
“ June 2Uth, and adopted by his Colleagues.” 

1.3. I 1< St no time, after the receipt of this letter, in proceeding to Poona, 
where 1 airmd on the 2Uth .Tuly. I now deemed it expedient to send foi 
the Resident, not only that I might have an opportunity of explaining to him 
jiersonally the course of procedure 1 intended to follow on my arrival at 
Sdttara, but likewise to obtain from him the latest information of the actual 
state of affairs at that place. 

14. Licutenant'Coloncl Ovans accordingly visited me at Dapoorec on the 
11th, and remained with me until the 15th ultimo, on which date he returned 
to Sattara, with directions to communicate to the Raja, in writing, my intcii* 
tion to proceed in a few days to the same place, for the purpose of arranging 
matters of great importance to bis Highness's future interests, and that I hoped 
he would receive me in the same spirit of cordiality and friendship which f 
felt towards him personally. 

15. I shall not anticipate the narrative of my proceedings, by detailing 
the arrangements which were finally determined on in communication with 
the Resident. 1 have elsewhere* recorded the very high sense I entertain 
of the cordial co-oporation and the valuable inforiuatiou whjcli T received 
from this able and intelligent officer, who entered into my views with perfect 
honesty and sincerity, and throughout exerted himself to the utmost to render 
tliem successful. 
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16. It has been usual when former Governors huve visited Sattara, that they 
should be received with great pomp and state by the Raja. Our friendly 
relations with the Raja having been for the last three years virtually sus- 
pended, the observance of these forms appeared to me to be inconsistent, until 
our relations were again nlaced on an amioable footing. Being anxious, how- 
ever, to avoid any thing that would irritate, 1 directed the Resident to apprise 
the Raja, that as it was my intention to travel dak express from Poona to 
Sattara, and that as the time of my arrival would, in consequence, be'imcer- 
tain, it was my desire that the usual official ceremonies might be dispensed 
with on the occasion of my visit, which 'was accordingly done. 

17. I reached Sattara on the 22d ultimo, and was accompanied by the 
Honourable Mr. Anderson, the Political and Military Secretaries to Govern; 

tbent* 

* Letter to Colonel Ovens, dated 30th August 1639, 
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iiit nt;, the officers composing my personal staff, and a small escort of Native 
infantry and irregular cavalry. It has been to me a source of the highest 
satisfaction to liave had the benefit and advantage of Mr. Anderson’s counsels 
and experience, not only when communicating, in the first instance, with the 
Resident, but likewise during all the painful discussions which afterwards 
ensued at Sattara; and it is a relief to my mind to know, that every step I 
have taken has met with his general acquiescence. My esteemed Colltfdgue 
having been obliged to proceed to the Deccan on account of his health, 
cheerfully rendered me this assistance, and at considerable personal inconve- 
nience accoihpanied me to Sattara; and I here gladly record the grateful sense 
I entertain of the valuable and extensive aid which he has afforded to me, and 
I trust that, on his return to the Presidency, he will do me the favour to record 
his impressions, derived from his own personal observation of these proceed- 
ings generally. 

18. During my residence at Sattara 1 had three personal interviews with 
the Raja at the Residency; and, during the same period, the Resident, by 
my desire, visited the Raja four times at his Palace. Notes of all these con- 
ferences were recorded at the time ; and, in order that my superiors may have 
full information of all that occurred on each occasion, I shall record these 
notes consecutively, and offer such observations as may seem necessary in 
elucidation of what occurred. 

Resident's Jirst inierviav with the Raja^ 23d A ugust. 

Tliis was simply to invite his Highness to a personal conference, and to 
inform him that, in my discussions with his Highness, 1 proposed communi- 
cating with him direct, and altogether to exclude Native agency.* For the 
Resident’s report of this interview I beg to refer to Appendix A, 1, to this 
mijiutc. 


Raja's first interview with the Govc?'nor^ 23d Augusts 

The Raja came to the Residency accompanied by a small retinue. The 
interview was strictly private. No one was present on the part of his High- 
ness ; for, by his own request, the only person who came with him was 
ordered to leave. Mr. Anderson, Lieutenant- Colonel O vans, and Mr. Wil- 
loughby, were present throughout this conference. 

1 commenced by informing the Raja, that I had anxiously and carefully 
considered the whole of the proceedings in his case, and iiad, in common with 
all other authoi ities to whom they had been submitted, become fully satisfied 
that, misled by evil counsellors and low and interested advisers, he had, on 
three occasions, manifested hostile intentions towards the 13ritish Government. 
I reminded his Highness of the peculiar circumstances under which he was 
rescued from captivity, and invested by the British Government with the 
sovereignty over his present dominions : that this was a pure act of generosity 
on the part of the English Government, not founded in any right of possession, 
since, owing to the unprovoked hostilities of the Peishwa, the whole of the 
Deccnii had become ours by conquest, but wsimply from a feeling of conside- 
ration and compassion to himself and family, as the representatives of a fallen 
but once powerful dynasty : that his Highness must be aware that, by the 
( ;uuluct he Ijad pursued, he had forfeited all the advantages which he had 
derived iVom the Treaty of 1819, and in virtue of which lie became tlie head 
of tlie Sattara state : that, notwithstanding, the British Government were 
'vil’ing, on certain conditions, to bury the past in oblivion, and that, at consi- 
<leral)i^i5 personal inconvenience, I had come in person to Sattara, to endeavour 
lo rescue himself and family from impending ruin. 1 informed the Raja tliat I 
his sincere friend, and anxiously desired to t'ttect such an arrangement as 
wt)ukl restore friendly relations between the two states. Finally, I recalled 
his recollection the warning long ago given to him by his friend, Mr. Eljihin 
ugainst placing his trust and confidence in Vakeels and low and intri- 
agents, and earnestly urged him to di.scard from his counsels the nume- 
rous agCJicies he had established, and cutreated him not to throw away this 



the only opportunity which could be afforded to him, for becoming reconciled SATTAK A 
to the British Government ; for that, he might rest assured, however much PAPEftS- 
his agents might endeavour to persuade him to the contrary, that I had come - 

invested with full powers to decide finally on all pending cjuestions, and that by the Gcwer^: 
the terms which I should offer to him had already been submitted to, and ^ 
approved of by, the Governor General of India, and that tJie 1 Tome Authorities 
hari placed tlie settlement of all these questions in my hands, consequently he 
might fully depend upon my having been vested with full powers. 

During this address, which 1 delivered firmly but in conciliatory language, 
the Raja evinced a considerable degree of impatience, and frequently inter- 
rupted me by abrupt declarations that he had committed no breach of alliance. 

When 1 had concluded, he stated, that he regarded me as his friend and well- 
wisher ; asserted, that the accusations against him originated in the intrigues 
of his enemies ; that as long as the British Government entertained the idea * 
that he had cherished hostile designs he could agree to nothing, but this idea 
being removed, he would agree to any thing I proposed ; tliat he would con- 
sent to any thing, except to abandon his religion or to acknowledge that he 
had been our enemy; that he would receive my conditions, reply to them, and 
vindicate his conduct generally. Finally he observed, that if I had not 
leisure to attend to him personally, he could communicate what he had to say 
through the Resident. 

In reply to tliis, I repeated my former observations, and said that I had 
come not to prolong, but to terminate these discussions, which had now occu- 
pied a space, of three years, and which had ended in satisfying the highest 
Authorities, that his Highness bad repeatedly violated the terms of the treaty 
he had entered into with the British Government ; that, had 1 come to Sattara 
to inflict the penalty incurred by these violations of the Treaty of 1819, further 
inquiry might perhaps have been considered expedient, but that as I had come 
to overlook, and not to punish, this was quite unnecessary. The case, more- 
over, against his Highness having been established by a chain of evidence, both 
oral and documentary, which from the manner and circumstances under which 
it was obtained could not, in my opinion, by any possibility be materially 
shaken by any other evidence, and all that I should require from his High- 
ness was, that lienceforward he would act strictly and in good faith according 
to treaty with the British Government, and assent to two or three other 
conditions rendered necessary by the detection of his misconduct. These ob- 
servations were at intervals supported by Mr. Anderson, who informed the 
Raja, that the evidence produced against him was so strong and convincing, 
that the highest Authorities in India had, without exception, concurred in 
thinking, that the penalty prescribed in the fifth article of the Treaty should 
be cnfoiced against him, and that he strongly advised his Highness to attend 
to the IViendly suggestions of the Governor, who had come to Sattara to give 
him a second time the raj which he had justly forfeited. 

It was with deep mortification and regret that I remarked that these obser- 
vations produced no eft’ect whatever on his Highness, In order, therefore, that 
he might at once become fully apprised of all the conditions of the proposed 
amnesty, I deemed it advisable to put into his hands a Mahraita memorandum, 
in which they had been embodied. Having perused this, and apparently with 
great earnestness, tlie Raja returned the memorandum, and at once said he 
would not agree to my conditions, asking me to mention what violations of the 
Treaty he liad been guilty of. He was then informed, that three im{)ortant 
violations of tlie Treaty had been proved against him ; — 

1st. Of the fifth article, in having, during a series of years, held im- 
proper coinniuuications with the Goa authorities, 

‘2d. Of the same article, in having held a clandestine intercourse with 
.Ap|)Ei Sahil), the cx-Raja of Nagpore. 

3d. Of having tanqiered with the Native officers of the 23d Regiment 
of Native Infantry. 

Tlie only ob.^^ervation nuide by his Highness r('laied to the second of these 
clvargos, and w;is very remarkable. My conviction being, liiat the Raja felt 
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at the moment conscious of his guilt, I had stated, that some of Appa Sahib’s 
original letters had fallen into tlie hands of the British Government, and 
inquired whether he could deny the fact of those letters having been sent to 
him. He did not deny, as would have been natural on the supposition of 
innocence, but evaded a direct answer by observing, that “ The circumstance 
“ of receiving letters did not constitute guilt on the part of him who received 

them. A letter from a person docs not establish guilt against the party to 
“ whom it is addressed. Where are my answers ? There is Mr. Anderson : 

he may receive a letter; but this would be no proof that he answered it, or 
“ that he corninittcd any fault in receiving it.” 

I closed this conference by informing the Raja, that the Resident would 
wait on him the following day, with a correct written statement of the condi- 
tions on whiclj friendly relations between the two states could alone be 
restored, and tliat his Highness would be required to sign these, as a supple- 
ment of the Treaty of 1819. The Raja assented to receive the Resident ; and 
when he was about to take leaA^e, I again earnestly exhorted him seriously to 
reflect on the consequences of his rejecting the very moderate terms oflered for 
Ins acce^ptance, to discard the crowd of interested agents now^ in his confldonoe, 
and warned him that, if he rejected my terms, he could only blame liimscJf Idr 
whatever might; be tlic result. On stepping into his carriage, the Raja made* 
a kind of apology for the discuSvsion he liad occasioned ; but turning towards 
the Kesidc^nt, and looking at the paper of conditions \v})icli he had retunu d to 
the llosident, lie observed: ‘‘TV// Kaghuz oopar looiriko izar //r/z/vv/gtr 
w'hich w'as interpreted to signify a tJireat, that he (the Resident) would Ijc in- 
jured on a(!Count of that paper. 

A very considerable change occurred in the Raja s manner and denuaijoiir 
tow^ards the end of this interview. When w^t? first met lie wtis cheerlul, and 
embraced me and all the gentlemen present with af)parenl ci.>rdialit.y. As the 
debate progressed, however, and more particularly towards the close, In; be- 
came sullen and gloomy, and spoke but little, ami it seemed that he Ijml, (or 
the time, entirely lost command over hi.s feelings. From the residt oi‘ tliis, 
my first interview, I almost despaired of accomplisliing the object of my visit 
to Sattara. 

Resident's second interview with the Raja^ 24th Angiist, 

Colonel Ovans tins day visited the Raja, to deliver the paper of conditions 
signed by myself. 1 instructed him to entreat hi.s Highness carefully to con- 
sider these, terms and the inevitable consequences of his rejecting them, and 
to inform him that 1 required that he should either accept or refuse them in 
my presence, without unnecessary delay. If, as my information led me to 
expect, the Raja declined, and expressed a desire to come at once; to the resi- 
dency and intimate his decision, I instructed the Resident not to oppose his 
wdslies ; but that, if he expressed any desire to delay his final answer, with 
the object of aflbrding him time for further reflection, 1 recjuested Colonel 
Ovans to suggest, that our next interview should be deferred until Monday the 
26tli. The Resident was also directed, at the termination of his interviews 
distinctly to inform the Raja, that the terms oflbred were final ; and, as a 
friend and well-wisher both of himself and family, again earnestly to entreat 
his Highness to reflect on the consequences of his rejecting them, namely, that 
thereby the alliance between the two Governments would be dissolved. For 
particulars of what occurred at this interview, I beg to refer to the Resident’s 
notes, marked A . No. 2, appended to this minute. 

Raja's second interview with the Goveriwr^ 24th August, 

At this conference the same gentlemen were present as at the first. After 
a few preliminary remarks, I observed, that I was exceedingly sorry to un- 
derstand, that the Raja still persevered in his resolution not to accept the 
proflered amnesty on the lenient terms proposed ; and again informed him, 
that these terms were final, and that the consequences of rejecting them would 
be fatal to his interests. His Highness’s reply was much to the same purport 
as tint made to the Resident, and was an unqualified refusal. M'itli reference 
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to the first condition, he said he never would sign it; adding, that be had 
positively declined to sign the original treaty from which it was taken, three 
separate times. With regard to the secontj condition, lie stated, he had no 
objection to offer ; and, in respect to the third, the Chitnavecs w^as nothing, 
to hint ,* but, in regard to the fourth and last condition, although he had no 
intention to injure the persons alluded tOj be never would sign the guarantee 
on their behalf. 

I again exliorted his Highness tO change his resolution, and asked liiin what 
confidence could be placed in his future intentions, when he absolutely refused 
to re-enter into an article of the treaty by which /ze wais alreadif hound, or in his 
professions of a determination not to injure the witnesses against him, wlien 
he declined to disavow in writing an iiitenticjji of this kind. " I was su|)ported 
in my argument by Mr. Anderson, who entreated his IligJiness to take warning 
by the fate of the ex-Peishwa Bajee How, which had passed under his own 
observation. To this remark the liaju observed, that his road, and that fol- 
lowed by Bajee Row, were ditferent. On which Mr. Anderson replied, that 
the two roads, thougli different, migdit come to the same end, and that similar 
consequences would result in both instances. 

The Ilaja*s further remarks were of a very desultory nature. In allusion 
to his agents, he said he never consulted any one, but acted entirely for 
himself. He said, that he was aware the British Government was just, and 
had no desire to obtain possession of the territory which it had originally be- 
stowed on him, but that he was willing to resign it into their hands. He 
adinittcd, that: he had incurred considerable expenses, a detailed account of 
which was in his possession. He said, he w^as innocent of wdiat he was 
accused, and that he had proved the Sooba<Jars to befalse,by Colonel Lodwick's 
own adnyssion. Finally, the conference ended on the understanding, that 
the Raja had definitively rejected the amnesty on the ternis offered. 


Rcsidenfs thml inicrvmiy with the Raja^ 2Wi August. 

LjUc last night the Raja sent a message to the Uesident, requesting that he 
would meet him early the following inorning. My hopes were raised, that 
this indicated that his Highness had changed his miiui ; but having, in the 
interim, resolved on the course wdiich I should pursue in the event of tJiese 
hopes being disappointed, 1 authorized Colonel Ovans distinctly to a|)j)rizo 
the Raja, that in the event of contiiuied refusal on his part of my terms, I 
was determined to depose and remove him from Sattara, and proclaim his 
brother as his .successor. I beg to refer to the Resident’s notes of this inter- 
view, A. No. 3, appended to tliis minute, from which it will be seen, that no 
ciuuige iuiving taken place in the Raja’s intentions, a communication to the 
cfl'ect I had ordered was made to him, but failed to produce any effect. 


Raja s third and last interview with the Goiwrnory 2(5/// August, 

My hojies were again excited, by receiving a message from the Kaja, signi- 
iving his desire to visit me at the Residency, to which 1 immediatelv iissenicd. 
He came about an liour afterwards, and after a few complimentary ol)scr\a- 
tions, he requested a private interview, to which I agreed. Accompanied only 
by Mr. Aniierson, we retired to a private room ; and after a shf»rt time, at the 
Uaja’.s request, the Hesidtmt was soon after desired to join in the conference 
which ensued. His Highness then said, that the object of his visit was to 
give mo certain papers which he held in liis hand. 1 askt d him wliat was 
tl)c nature of their contents, and whether he would not personally explain 
them to me. He replied, that this was not necessary, but that he wished me 
to look at tliem, and judge for myself. After a lew- more observations^ to the 
t?aine effect, the Raja invited mo visit him at his 7/Y//7Y/// to v/hich T 
replied, that 1 should be nujst happy to accept his invitation, and ti> restore 
<!il the former relations of amity and friendship, provided he would follow my 
advice, and accept and sign the amnesty tendered to him. I addc'd an ex- 
pression of my hope, that 1 might still have the opportunity of visiting him at 
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the Dussera festival ill the month of October, by his compliance with my 
wishes on the present occasion. I urged the necessity of compliance by every 
argument that occurred to me. I pointed out, that the conditions proposed 
were of the most moderate description ; that I had ventured to depart from 
the stern orders of tlie Chivernmeut of India, with the view of preserving him ; 
and that, unless he signed the conditions, no confidence could be reposed ivtion 
him for the future. Jn conclusion, 1 asked his Highness to state what parti- 
cular part of the terms he objected to ; and, from the tenor of his reply, it 
appeared quite evident that he was resolved to sign no new agreement wliat- 
ever. It was pointed out to him, that the principal article was merely a 
repetition verbatim of the second article of the existing treaty ; but he replied, 
he wanted no new treaty whatever, as subscribing to it would subject him to 
similar demands hereafter. Me was told, that such would not be the case, 
provided lie acted up to the terms of the alliance with the British 
Government; and I again informed him, that it was my anxious desire 
to re-establish friendly relations with him. In alluding to the Vakeels or 
agents employed in Bombay and England, the Raja said he had not spent 
mucli money ; but spontaneously made two admissions, namely, that he 
had expended about 65,000 rupees on a ship^ provided b}^ Dr. Milne 
to keep open his communications with England, which ship was now employed 
in the China trade ; but he gravely assured me, sending her to China was 
with uo hostile intent. He likewise said, that he had lately sent 2,500 rupees 
to his agents at Poona for Captain Cogan ;i 2,000 rupees for expenses, and 
500 rupees for the rent of a house. This afforded me anotlicr opportunity of 
pointing out to the Raja the useless expense oJ’ his employing agents ; but 
he replied, they were merely employed to represent iiis case. His Highness, 
after this, repeated his desire, that the British Governineiit should itself as- 
sume the entire charge of his country, for tliat he did not wish to retain it, 
if the condition of holding it was his signing my terms. I inquirt'xl of him 
whether lie fully comprehended the arrangement T contemplattrd in the event 
of his persisting in refusing; and he replied, that he did so, as the Resident 
, had informed him yesterday, that I projioscd placing his brotlier on the 
throne, and to remove him from Sattara to Benares, or olsewliere : but that 
tliis course of proceeding wmuld be oppressive, and contrary to all the customs 
and usages of India, though he did not desire the laj. After some further 
remarks, as to the necessity of the Raja following the course pointed out to 
him, the conference, which occupied about two hours, terminated at the 
Raja’s request, and he returned home. 


llcsidcnCs fourih and last mtcrvkir tmih the Raja, 21th August. 

Being now, to my deep mortification and regret, quite satisfied, that any 
further attempt, on my part, to induce the Raja to swerve from the resolutions 
he liad taken would be abortive, I reluctantly prepared to return to Poona. 
I determined, however, to give his Highness another opportunity ; and the 
evening before my departure I directed the Resident to wait on him for his 
ans\ver, stating, that I was going away the next morning, and to assure the 
Raja, that I had looked over the papers which he had left with me the 
preceding day, that they did not for the most part seem to bear on the questions 
at issue betwixt us, and had not produced any change in my intentions. 
The result of this interview was, a declaration, on the part of the Raja, that 
he intended to adhere to his first resolutions, as is recorded in the Resident’s 
notes marked A. No. 4, appended to this minute, 

19. 1 accordingly left Sattara on the 28th August, and reached Poona on 
the day following. I particularly instructed the Resident to forward to me 
any communications which the Raja might make, being still desirous to keep 

the 

* N.n. The ship here alluded to is called the Cit^ of Poona, and was recently advertised for freight 
to China hy tluf firm of Pollcxi'en, Milne, and Co. ft seemed to me that the Raja's last remark was 
irk allusion to the present dislurbanecs in China. 

I Vide Colonel Ovans’s Icttcjr of the 8tli and 31st Aue^ist, forwarding the intercepted correspon- 
dence, A ppoudices F. to this minute. 
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the door open for accommodatioii up to the last moment ; and I intended, in 
the event of my receiving overtures of concession from the Raja, before the 
last arrangements could be made for carrying my final designs into effect, still 
to have saved him. 

20. I shall now proceed, first, to state and remark on the conditions pro- 
pos^ to, and deliberately rejected by, the Raja. Secondly, the arrange- 
ments which, under niy authority, have in consequence of that refusal been 
adopted at Sattara. Thirdly, 1 shall endeavour to trace the causi.s which 
appear to me to have primarily occasioned my iailure in the accomplishnient 
of the objects of my visit to Sattara. Fourthly, the further measures that 
are called for tf> complete those now in progress. 1 must be as briel' as pos- 
sible, consistently with clearness; for it is highly essential that a full report 
of my proceedings should bo transmitted to the Home Authorities by the 
overland mail, which is to leave Bombay on the 12th of this month. 


21. The information required under the first head will be best afforded by 
the following translation of the Mahratta rnemoranduin, which the Raja was 
required to sign. 

“ Information having been received by the British Government, that your 
** riigimess, misled by evil advisers, had, in breach of the treaty whicl) placed 
“ youon the throne, entered into communications hostile to the Britisli Govern- 
“ inent, an inquiry into these accusations was considered indispensable. This 
inquiry has satisfied the British Government, that your Highness has exposed 
“ yourself to the sacrifice of its alliance and protection. Nevertheless, moved 
“ by considerations of clemency towards your Highness and your family, the 
“ British (iovernrnent has resolved entirely to overlook what has past, on the 
“ following conditions, namely : 

“ First, that your Highness now binds yourself, strictly and in good faith, 
“ to act up literally to all the articles of the treaty of the 25th September 1819; 
“ and espi?cially to the second article of that treaty, which is as follows : ' The 
“ ‘ Raja, for himself and for his heirs and. successors, engages to hold the 
‘ territory in subordinate cx^-operation with the British Govxirnment, and to 
“ ‘ be guided in all matters by the advice of the British Agent at his Higli- 
“ ‘ ness's Court.' 

“ Second, that your Highness binds yourself to pay your brother, Appa 
Sahib Maliaraj, wliatever allowances he has heretofore received, and to put 
“ him in possession of all his private property; and, should any dispute arise 
“ on this subject, the same is to be referred to the Resident for adjustment. 
“ Appa Sahil.i Maliaraj is also to be permitted to reside at anyplace he himself 
may clioose, under the protection of the British Government. 

“Third, that Bulwiint Row Chitnavees be dismissed from your Highness's 
“ counsels, and not permitted to reside within your Highness’s territory without 
“ the sanction of the British Government. 

“ Fourth, the persons whose names are inserted in a separate list, having 
been guaranteed by the British Government in person, property, and allow- 
“ auces of every description, as the same stood in July 1836, this guarantee 
“ is to be binding on your Highness, and all complaints against them are to be 
“ referred to the Resident. Should it appear necessary hereafter to the British. 
“ Government to add the names of any other persons to tliis list, the same 
“ guarantee is to be extended to them, and it is to be acted upon in good laitli 
“ by your Highness, in any manner that may be pointed out by the British 
“ Government. All complaints against these persons are also to be referred 
“ to the British Resident for his adjustment. 

‘‘ The above are the terms to be agreed to by your Highness, and these con- 
“ ditions are to be considered as supplemental to the treaty of the 25th Sep- 
“ tember 1819, and to be signed and sealed as such by your Highness, that 
there can be no modification in these terms, as your Highness’s sincere nVcII- 
“ wisher, the British Government offers them, in the confidence that your^ 
Highness’s jienetration will recognize their mckleration, and the expedi- 
“ eiicy of a prompt acquiesence. It is confidently expected, also, that, tiu 
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clemency of the British Government in preserving your stale (raj) M^ill 
** be duly appreciated by your Highness, as it cannot fail to fee by the gerie* 
“ ral voice of this ceiintTy, and induce your Highness, for the future, scru- 

pulously to maintain the relations of friendship and mutual confidence, by 
'' acting up to the provisions and principles of the treaty/' 

'22. In the sixth paragraph of this minute, T have observed, that the t'^a-ms 
offered in the above document are more moderate than those proposed in my 
minute of the 20th Jur»e last ; and this will be clearly manifest on a reference 
to that paper. In order not to provoke discussion, I omitted to specify the 
three specific instances in which the Raja lias violated the treaty, and sub- 
stituted the mild preamble to the conditions above given for what l proposed 
in the fifth paragraph of my original minute; I altogether omitted specific 
mention of the first and third of the original conditions, and made a very 
important concession to the Raja’s feelings, by including under t!)c concluding 
clause of the fifth, only one person. On this point I beg to refer to Colonel 
Ovans’s rej^ort, dated the 29th June last, marked B., sis an appendix to this 
minute. I soon understood from the Resident, that the greatest obstacle to 
an amicable adjustment \yith the Raja would be, my insisting on the Sena- 
puttee being henceforward excluded from his counsels ; and, notwithstanding 
that this person has taken a very conspicuous part in these intrigues against 
the British Government, I resolved to yield this point, in the faint hope of 
theteby making an impression on the Raja. What, then, in fact, was the 
substance of the terms offered ? By the first, the Raja was simply required to 
engage to act according to an article of the Treaty of 1819, by which, of 
course, he is already bound. By the second, he was required to continue 
the allowances heretofore granted to his brother; a stipulation evidently ne- 
cessary, not only with reference to the peculiar circumstances which com- 
pelled Appa Sahib to throw liimself on our protection and to take up his resi- 
dence in the British cantonment, but also because the demand is in confor- 
mity with the spirit of the treaty of 1819, the preamble to wdiich expressly 
states, that the Raja was then invested " with a sovereignty for the mainte- 
" nance of liis family in comfort and dignity.” By the third, he w-as merely 
required to remove from his counsels the man who has undoubtedly been the 
chief cause of his downfall, whose character is so fully exposed in Lieute- 
nant-Colonel Ovans’s report, dated the 15th February 1838, when reporting 
on the bukur, or historical sketch, which this man comi)iled, and which first 
revealed the due to the whole of the Raja’s infatuated conduct. The man 
who has constantly pandered to the Raja’s ambitious views, by instilling into 
his mind that he is entitled by hereditary right to the whole of his ancestor 
Sevajee’s dominions, and that instead of being, as we are accustomed to ima- 
gine, largely indebted to the British Government for bestowing on him as 
a free gift one of the faire-st and most fertile portions of the Deccan, he has 
been most shamefully wronged, and Mr. Elphinstoue’s pledged faith to him 
at the time of his seeking the protection of the British Government violated, 
by our having retained any .portion of the territory conquered from the 
Peishwa. 1 need not add, that the removal of this person from the Raja's 
confidence was alike called for, in support of the dignity of the British Go- 
vernment, and from a regard to the real interests of the Raja and his well- 
being for the future. By the fourth and last condition, he is simply bound 
not to injure, either in j>erson or property, those who had come forward, 
either voluntarily or by constraint, and proved his guilt : a stipulation which 
we could never have abandoned, except at a sacrifice of principle altogether 
destructive of our reputation. I am however convinced, that it was the first 
of my conditions which was the most unpalatable to his Highness and the 
chief bar to his assent, for, to it his objections Jipj)eared to be chiefly directed 
at our several interviews ; for he asserted, that he refused to sign the original 
treaty, from which it is taken, three different times; and significantly re- 
marked to the Resident, that assenting to it would reduce him to the con- 
edition of a mamlutclar (manager or farnieryof a district. . What, may I iisk, 

' was this, but a formal renunciation, on the Raja’s part, of a most important 
condition of the existing treaty; and how is it possible for us to maintain friendly 
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relations with a prince who so much mistakes his real position, and thinks so sattaRa 
lightly of the obligations which he has contracted, and under which he holds PAl’EKS. 
bis territories? Ml^te ‘ 

23. By the Raja’s advocates, botli in this country and in I5ngland, and 
peftaps by others who will not have an opportunity of becoming* acquainted * 

with the merits of this case, it may be remarked, that the moderately expressed 
preamble to the conditions, and my refusing to re-open the question of the 
Raja’s innocence or guilt, was fatal to the amicable adjustment of the 
ditfcrences between the two states, which I so ardently de^sired, and which 1 
as strenuously endeavoured to effect. i\o middle course, however, presented 
itself. We must either have acted summarily on,our convictions, or wc must 
have placed the Raja formally on his trial, and, of necessity, as preliminary 
thereto, have suspended him from the exercise of sovereign powers ; or, in 
other words, have temporarily deposed him. His trial by a commission was, 
in fact, pro[)osed by the late Sir Robert Grant, and was at one time sanctioned 
by the Governor General of India, Sir Robert Grant, however, was fully 
sensible of the difficulties which the adoption of this iheasurc w^ould create, 
and has justly observed : * “ Refore such a course, however, is adopted, f 
“ trust il will be considered, states arc bound to act justly in dealing with 
“ their allies or tributaries; but there arc a thousand cases in which it may 
“ be im])ossible for them to adapt their course to the ordinary forms of 
“ procedure. I must, therefore, regard a precedent as highly inconvenient, 

“ if not highly dangerous, that would establish the rule, that the British 
“ Government cannot depose any prince not taken flagrante hello, except 
“ through the medium of a formal trial. If wc are to go so far, indeed, I 
“ know iA>t why we should not go farther. The Raja might ask that half 
“ the commissioners should be subjects of Sattara, or some other Native 
“ country: he might claim a right of challenge: he might ipsist on being 
“ tried by his peers. There is no end to the demands and difficulties that 
“ might arise.” The Governor General of India, moreover, when proposing 
a coinTiiission, showed that he was equally alive to the difficulties of this 
mode of procedure. “ Yet by what process, observes his Lordship, “ and 
“ wnth what impression upon the public mind, is the guilty state to be tried, 

‘‘ condemned, and punished When a great Government, like that of the 

British in India, directs its vengeance, however just, against a helpless 
“ dependant neighbour, and wdien it cannot avoid the appearance of being 
“ prosecutor and judge in its own cause, we must not be surprised if its 
“ motives and actions are wndely misconstrued ; and how can a suspected 

prince be fairly tried in his own dominions, if left in the possession of 
“sovereign power? Yet can he be brought to trial without, at least, the 
“ plausible imputation of prejudice and injustice, after the open ignominy 
“of a deposition, lunvever avowedly provisional and temporary?” When 
Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans’s report, dated the 15th November 1838, ])ointing 
out strong objections against tlie mode of procedure suggested by the 
Governor General, and urging cither, first, that a commission should at 
once be assembled, or secondly, that the Raja’s authority, should be 
suspended pending further proceedings, was submitted to Lord Auckland, 
his Lordship candidly admitted, J that “ the reasons urged by tlic Resident, 

“ and concurred in by the Governor in Council, were sufficient to satisfy him, 

“ that it would not be riglitto persevere in thecounse wdiich he had previously 
“ recommended, and to present to the Raja a written statement of the charges 
“ and proofs against liini, calling upon him for an answer.” On the same 
occasion the Governor General thus alluded to the difficulties of placing tiic -r 
Raja on his trial : “ The course which has been next recommended aj? open 
“ to the Government is, the suspension of the Raja from the functions of 
‘‘ sovereignty, and Ihc appointment of a commission to sit in judgment upon 
“ him. The suspension ol‘ a |)erson so placed as is the Raja of Sattara, 

“ against whom a strong prhna facie case has been established, and w’hose 

“ COMclllcU 

* Minute dated tlic 31st May 181R, paragraph 54>. 

[ Minute dated the 23d September 1838, paragraph 4. 

j; Minute of the 29th December 1838. 
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“ conduct appears from every report to be unscrupulously vindictive* 
“ seems, in the event of a new trial being decided upon* to be essential 
“ to the protection of the witnesses, and to the fairness of proceeding 
“ on tlie part of the accusation ; yet the measure would wear a hahsh 
“ appearance, and be argued as a predetermination to convict. 

“ withstanding these objections, it appears to be essential, as a prelimkmry 
to any proceeding bearing the character of a final trial. The tribunal 
“ for trial might, perhaps, be best constituted by the appointment of three 
“ of the most impartial and experienced members of the service, whom 
“ it would probably be expedient to take from Madras and Bengal ; but I 
“ confess that, looking to the manifest inconveniences of such a mode of trial, 
“ to the measures of importance, and the subjects of interest and exoilernent 
“ by which the government is already occupied, and especially lo the pos- 
sibility that no part of this coui:se would be approved by the Honourable 
“ Court, I cannot bring myself to recommend its immediate adoption.” Ilis 
Lordship, therefore, although by no means insensible to tlie inconveniences of 
delay, finally resolved not to act, but determined lo await instructions from 
the Home Authorities on the case generally, the mode of trial, if a trial should 
be judged proper, and re.spccting the Y}(>licy to be observed in the event of 
the Raja being found guilty. The Home Authorities, as I’ar back as the 
iruhJune 18118, expressed an opinion decidedly adverse to any further pro- 
tracted investigation. In my minute of tile 19th June last, 1 have slated the 
difficulties and objections which would be encountered, in subjecting the 
Raja to a trial belbre a commission composed of our own servants ; lliut the 
measure would be open to suspicion and misrepresentation ; that we .should 
avoid running even the risk of our character for integrity and giK)d faith being 
questioned ; that the competency of such a tribunal to try a .sovereign prince 
would doubtless be questioned; and that “ we sliould be accused of degrading 
“ a sovereign from his acknowledged rank, of offering violence lo hi.s i'celings 
‘‘ and dignity, and of assuming a right of superiority to whi(*h we have no 
“ just claim.” In fact. I know of no mode by which one state can arraign for 
trial the sovereign of another state ; and I could not forget that, even in the 
ease of the atrocious murder of Mr. Fraser at Delhi, the pro<‘ecding,s of the 
authorities in this country were questioned, on the grounds that the chief 
party implicated was not amenable to our laws, but was an independent cliicf. 
The basis of the policy, therefore, which I submitted ibr the sanction of tlic 
Governor General of India was, that the inquiry should not be re-opened, 
that the idea of a Commission should be abandoned, and that we should 
content ourselves with recording the conviction of the British Government of 
the Raja’s guilt, and impose 'on him tht lenient terms 1 have already noticed ; 
and this course was cordially approved and sanctioned in Mr. Secretary M ad- 
dock's letter of the 12th July. I may, however, here observe that, in as far 
as relates lo the first, and what all must consider the most serious charge, the 
Raja attended that Commission which assembled at Sattara in October 1836, 
the evidence against him was read and explained to him, the option was given 
to him of being confronted with his accusers, but he declined, and his 
evidence and a written defence will l>e found recorded on the Commission’s 
proceedings. I here also deem it proper to refer briefly to the paper which 
he gave to me at our last interview, headed, “ Substance of the case of his 
“ Highness,” and to Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans’s report thereoji of the 2d 
instant. Appendix C. to this minute. This will give some idea of what tlie 
nature of his Highness’s defence would have been had the whole question at 
is.sue been re-opened. There is nothing in this ‘‘ case,” as regards circum- 
stances connected with the charges against the Raja, whicli have not been 
already before Government, and which have not been fully and satisi’actoriJy 
explained. The paper called “ the case,” is no defence of the real charges 
against the Raja : it is vague and evasive, and an endeavour rather to show 
that Jie is injured, and to make demands quite inconsistent even with the 
original treaty under which he was put in possession of his territories. I do 
liot perceive that any advantage could have resulted from my proceeding in 
person to Sattara, unless I had been vested with full powers, and was re- 
suh^ed to put an end lo the further discussion by finally deciding the ease ; and 

lam 
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I am persuaded that, had I adopted any other course (that is, had I consented SATTARA 
to re-opcn it) 1 should have involved the Government in a labyrinth of dilfi- PAPERS, 

culties, and the case would have been as far removed from final settlement as Minute 
when it first originated ; and that, to quote the words of the Honourable bythcGovernw 
C^turt's despatch of the 13th June 1838, ‘‘ it would rot only be a waste of 4 Sept. 1839. 
“ tmie, but seriously detrimental to tlie cliaracter of our (Tovennnent, to carry 
“ on any further inquiry into tlie matters.’' No doubt exists of the Uaja’s 
guilt ; and 1 rely with confidence on the strength and weight of the evidence 
on which all the authorities who have considered it have pronounced judgment 
against his' Highness : all of them ino.st reluctantly, and .some of them, 
including- myself, against their prc-conceived opinions. 1 need not here 
reca|)itulate the nature of this evidence, or the peculiar and fortuitous manner 
in which it was obtained. It is only necessary to refer to the exposition of it 
contained in the late Sir Robert Grant’s minutes noted in the margin,^ and to 
the summaries appomded to those minutes; to Lieutenant-Colonel Gvans’s 
report dated the 15th November 1838, containing a summary of the evidence 
on each of the charges; and lastly^ to the Honourable Mr. Robertson’s minute 
dated the 8th March last, and to the fact recorded in the Honourable ("oJoncl 
Morison’.s minute dated the 25th April last, that it had recently been disco- 
vered that the Raja has an emissary at the disafiected (Jourt of Nepal. I will 
only add one extract from Sir Robert Grant’s minute dated the 5th May 1838, 
and state, in conclusion of my remarks on this subject, that 1 am convinced 
tJiat the evidence is irresistibly conclusive, and that it was obtained under such 
a combination of circiimstances, and through so many ditto rent and indepen- 
dent channels, us to render it altogether impossible that it could have been 
fabricated in concert and collusion by the several witnesses, or that the Raja, 
as his partizans assert, has fallen a victim to a Brahminical conspiracy. 

Paragraph 14G. “ 1 now proceed to the third head into which 1 have divided 
my remarks on the oral evidence, uamely, to shew that the testimony of 
“ most of the witnesses named under the first head is entitled to credit,' not 
** only from the impossibility, in the circumstances under which it was ob- 
“ tained, of concert and collusion among them, or from the absence of any 
“ adecjLiate motive for the conspiracy which must have been entered into if 
‘‘ their t(‘stimony is false, but likewise because it is, in many instances, con- 
trary to the interests and naturtil wishes of the witnessing parties.” 

Paragraph 147. ‘^Any one who weighs well the numerous and extraordinary 
coincidences which are to be found in the mass of evidence forwarded by 
“ Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans must, in my opinion, be impressed with a perfect 
coiix iction of its general truth. The witnesses are too numerous, and corn- 
})Osed of too many classes of society, to render it probable that a combina- 
“ tioii has been formed among* them, for the purpose of giving false testimony. 

“ On essential points all the witnesses agree, although with those variations 
to be expected from persons deposing to the same facts iude]>endently of 
“one another. Various discrepancies, and even contradictions, are to be found 
“ in their testiinony. The chief of these I have already noticed, and they can 
“ all be either satisfactorily reconciled, or may fairly be attributed to the 
“ confusion of events and transactions embracing a period of at least twelve 
“ years. Far from tliinkiug these variations should be considered as aH’ecting 
“ tlic general credibility of the witnesses, I should have deemed the absence of 
“ such variations a clear token of concert, and therefore o]>cn to the utmost 
“ distrtjst and suspicion/’ 

To those who desire to pursue this subject farther, 1 must refer to the para- ^ 
graphs of the same minute which succeed the extract above given, wherein 
the late Governor clearly establislies the position he had taken. 

24. i shall now proceed, in the second place, to explain the arrangements 
f have adoj^ted, in consequence of tl*e Raja rejecting the amnesty or the 
conditions proposed. The first at this crisis for me to consider was, whether 
1 was vested with full authority to act as I judged most expedient, or whethef 

it 


* 5th, 15th, 24th, 26th, and 3ist May 1838. 
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it was necessary to refer again to the Governor General of India for instruc- 
tions on this point. Fortunately I could entertain no doubt. The very case 
which had actually arisen had been imagined, and his Lordship’s instructions 
applied for and received. In my minute of the 20th June, 1 alluded to the 
possibility of the result of my visit to Sattara as follows : “In conclusion, I 
“ deem it necessary to refer to a possible, tlioiigh, I hope not probable, i^sue 
“ to the attempt we are about to make, to re-establish our relations at Sattara 
“on a friendly footing. The Kaja, either from mis- appreciating our motives, 
“ or from relying on the influence which he may fancy he has established, by 
“ means of the numerous agents he has employed both in England and India, 
“ may refuse to accept our proffered clemency, boldly assert his innocence, 
“ and challenge inquiry. 1 am not prepared, at this moment, to state the 
“ precise course which should be followed under such a contingeiu;y ; but, in 
“ order to avoid the delay of another reference to the Governor General of 
“ India, I think the possibility of its occurrence should be pointed out, and 
“ his Lordship’s sentiments solicited, as to the course we should then pursue,” 
The reference was accordingly made, and answered* in the following clear 
and explicit terms; “His Lordship can hardly think it possible that, to a 
“ frank tender of oblivion of past transactions, and of a return to cordial and 
“ amicable relations and to a strict observance of all the stipulations of the 
“ treaty, the Raja will reply by a tone of offensive defiajuu!, or by a rejection 
“ of the just and moderate terms proposed, or that he sliould endeavour to 
“ ro-open tlie late inquiry, and to continue the unseemly discussion in which 
“ he had been so long, by himself and b}’^ his agents,* engaged. Yet it is 
“ possible that those who have reaped gains by tlie bad advice with whicl) 
“ they have misled him, may sec advantage to themselves in the course, and 
“may prevail upon him to adopt it. In such ease, liis liOrdsliq) would 
“ willingly rely upon the judgment and di.scretion of ti)e (Governor oi‘ Bombay, 
“ and is prepared to support any .strong decision upon which lie may deter- 
“ mine, wliether that decision may be for the dejiosition of the present Raja, 
“ for the substitution of his brother in the raj, or for any modifieil course of 
“ curtailing his political and military power." 

25. Under this full authority I determined to act ; more especially as I could 
not be insensible to the injurious effects which would havci been produecd in the 
country generally, by my having- proceeded in iierson to Sattara to settle an 
affair which had been under discussion more than three years, and. returning, 
leaving matters exactly as I found them. Such a result of my vi.sit, univer- 
sally known in the Deccan to have been underlakini with the most friendly 
intentions towards the Raja, could not fail, at least, to expose us to the impu- 
tation of political timidity, and this at a crisis when we are .so fully aware that 
emissaries are traversing the empire from powerful states, to foment dis.saff'ec- 
tion among our dependant allies. To have wavered in a decided line of action, 
or to have procrastinated a decision, and thus continued the unseemly discus- 
sions which have so long existed at Sattara, appeared tome no less derogatory 
to our supremacy and national character than dangerous to the peace of India. 
It then became a sub ject of my most anxious consideration, what course, undei* 
all the circumstances of the case, it would be most expedient to pursue ; and 
three suggested themselves. First, deposing the Raja, making a liberal [iro- 
vision for himself and family, and annexing his territories to our own. 
Secondly, a middle course, or curtailing his political and military authority, 
by resuming a portion only of his territory. Thirdly, deposing the Raja, but 
maintaining the integrity of the Sattara state, according to the treaty of 1819, 
in the jierson of some other member of his family. 1 shall now proceed to 
state why 1 finally resolved to adopt the last of these courses, in preference to 
either of the two first. 

26. I am prepared to expect that, by some, the first of the above courses 
will b,e advocated. I am aware that the policy adopted in 1818, of conferring 
an independent sovereignty on the representative ofSevajee, has been deemed 

sonic unwise and erroneous.; and the result will, with some degree oi 

plausibility, 

* Mr. Deputy Secretary Torrens’s letter to Mr. Willougliby, dated the 12th July 1839. 
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those vvlio maintain it. 1 am not either prepared to contend that lire same PAPERS, 

strong and urgent reasons which induced that eminent and distinguished man, ' 

Mr. Elphin stone, to establish the Sattara state, exist in such full force at the by the Govem- 
present moment for our continuing it,, now that it has been justly forfeitexJ, by 4 Sept. 18S9«. 
the flagrant and repeated violations of the treaty on the i)an of the Raja we 
ar?p about to depose. Still, as I have observed in a former part of this minute, 

I aih a strong and earnest advocate for upholding the Native states of India ; 
and there are peculiar circumstances connected with the Sattara family, their 
former renown, the extent of their power, the popularity still attaching to 
their name, and similar associations, wdiich have strongly disposed me to act 
in conformity to the above principle, and to endeavour to preserve this state 
within the limits prescribed in the Treaty of IS 10. In short, although I 
apprehend that, by a pressure of circumstances entirely beyond our control, 
the wliole of the Native states of India are perhaps destined ultimately to 
fall within the vortex of our rule, I am of opinion that our efforts should 
be constantly and vigilantly directed towards the procrastination of that event. 

There is also another consideration which has greatly influenced my decision. 

Wliile we inflict a just pimisliment on the guilty we should spare the innocent, 
and so act, that our molivc^s may appear pure, and entirely free from the sus- 
picion of self-interest. I do not think that our proceedings would be viewed 
by the community as free frojn this taint, were the Raja’s deposal accompa* 
nied by liic resumption of his territories, and annexing these to our own 
empire. By continuing to maiutaioi the state, we at once put to silence the 
clamour wliicdi would be raised by the Raja’s party, if we pursued the policy 
against which I am contending. They would say, we pronounced him guilty, 
with a view to our own advantage and aggrandizement ; and this idea would 
probabl>r be adoi)ted by many an honest and independent man, who would 
consider the temptation to which, we have been exposed too great to be 
resisted, and to have rendered us incompetent judges of the Raja’s conduct. 

This, 1 need not remark, however unjust and erroneous, could not fail to pro- 
duce the most injurious reflections on our reputation. Finally, 1 have been 
supported in the view I have taken of this case, by the consideration that if it 
is deemed erroneous by the superior Authorities who will have to judge of it, 
the course of events will, in all human probability, afford a fair opportunity, 
in a few years, of rectifying what may be deemed .^erroneous. Neither the 
Raja about to be deposed, nor his brother who is to be substituted in his 
place, have any children, and, at their advanced period of life, it is not very 
likely that they will hereafter have any, and I know of no other party who can 
claim the succession by hereditary right. It follows, therefore, that on the 
demise of the new Raja, the Sattara .state would lapse to the British Govern- 
ment; unless, indeed, it shall be then judged expedient to allow this line of 
princes to be continued by tlie Hindoo custom of adoption: a question which 
should be left entirely open for consideration, when the event on which it 
depends shall actually occur. In regard to pursuing a middle course, I will 
only observe, that it would have been more congenial to the feelings of pity 
and compassion I entertain towards the Raja, to have adopted it ; but, on 
public grounds, 1 was consitraincd to waive all personal feelings, and aert as I 
thought best for the public interests. His conversation with me, and his past 
conduct, have satisfied me that he is a man whom no treaty can bind, and that 
he is firmly resolved not to re-enter into and fulfil the stipulations of the 
treaty under which he was enthroned. We might certainly have curtailed his 
power, and have reduced his military strength, by resuming a portion of his 
dominions ; but this would only hfive augmented his animosity towards us, 
and Iiave rendered him still more dissatisfied and discontented, and still more 
prone to continue his extravagant intrigues against us ; while, at the sam^ 
ti.T.c, the resumption of a portion of his territory would have entailed on us 
nearly the same degree of odium, and have rendered our motives subject to 
misconception, nearly to the same extent as if we had resumed the whole. 

27; Having, therefore, determined to adopt the last of the three courses I 
am discussing, it became necessary to determine in, whose favour, and under 

4 K ' what 
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what conditions, the lapsed sovereignty over the Sattara state should be con- 
ferred. With regard to the person, as 1 have before incidentally remarited, 
there was no choice ; for, in fact, there was only one person on whom the 
investiture could be conferred, namely* the llaja’s lirother. Of him but little 
is known, for he has never been prominently brought forward. From private 
sources 1 have been given to understand that formerly he was of dissolute 
habits; but this report requires confirmation. The Resident entertaing^ a 
favourable opinion of him, as far as his observation extends; and assured* me 
that, after a diligent searcli of liis records and other sources of information, he 
had not discovered any thing that in any degree impeached his character. 
Whilst at Sattara I had one complimentary visit from him, and my impressions 
from this interview were certainly in his favour. To his credit, he abstained 
from making the slightest allusion to passing events ; and I may here add, that 
during tin* whole period of my remaining at Sattara, 1 did not discover tlie 
remotest indication of any intrigues being at work against the Raja, or of the 
desire of any party to effect his ruin, with the view of favouring his brother ; 
and 1 think that, had anything of ibis kind been in operation,! could not have 
failed to detect it. 

28. I must now refer to the annexed copy of the instructions wliici) I com* 
municvalcd to the Resident on my return to Poona, Appendix 1). to thisminute' 
Hefon? leaving Sattara, I had, of course, fully explained my views to Colonel 
Ovans, not only in regard to the measures to be adopted, but also as to the 
mode in wliicli I desired that he slioidd carry them into ex(u*utioii. In tlie 
ninth ]iaragraph of tliis letter will be fofind the conditions under which tlie 
new linja is to be recognized. These are simple and few in number, and 
secure no advantages whatever to the British CJovernrnenl, which we are not 
already entitied to by treaty. 

The first binds the Raja to conform to all the provisions of tlu‘ Treaty of 
18H), not modified hy the present engagement. 

The second defines the boundaries of the Sattara state, to be exactly ibosc 
sjiecified in the schedule of the aforesaid Treaty ; with an express deejaru- 
tioii, that the Raja possesses no title or claim, present or jirospcctive, to any 
territory situated beyond the prescribed boundaries. 

The third transfers the management and control of the Sattara .lagheerdars 
to the British Government, with a reservation in favour of the Raja, of tlie 
services of the contingents of horse, and all pecuniary payments, on the scale 
fixed by Captain Grant. 

The fourth stipulates for the payment to the late Raja, out of the Sattara 
revenues, such annual allow^ance as may be considered proper by the British 
Govermnenl, for the future maintenance of himself and family. 

2D, It, of course, engaged my consideration, in rny communications with 
the Resident, wliether it was probable that the late Raja would resist ; and, in 
such case, wdiat were the means of resistance at his command. I ascertained 
that, for the size and extent of his territory, the Raja has been accustomed to 
maintain a much larger force than is necessary for the internal defence of his 
territories; that his cavalry and artillery are respectable, but his infantry 
ill-disciplined and inefficient. Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans is, however, deci- 
dedly of opinion, that direct and forcible resistance on the Raja’s part is not 
to be apprehended, and expressed his readiness to carry into eflect'what I 
proposed with the aid of the troops ordinarily stationed at Sattara. He be- 
lieves that the Raja is deficient in personal courage, and that, when wc 
declare our intention to set up his brother, most of his troops will desert him : 
and this, I may state, formed an additional argument in favour of that inca- 
> sure, as likely to prevent collision and bloodshed. 

30. In cases like the present, however, it is always incumbent to err on the 
safe side ; and, on my return to Poona, I caused orders to be issued for the 
immediate inarch to Sattara of the under-mentioned reinforcement. Light 
conjpany of her Majesty’s 41st regiment, five companies of Native infantry, 
and J <5b Poona irregular horse. 

‘These troops left J^ona the mbrning of the 31st, the senior olliccr in com- 
mand 
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mand having been instructed, on his arrival at Sattara, to place himself under 
the Resident’s orders. Lieutenant- Colonel Ovavis has moreover been cau- 
tioned, not to incur any risk, but, in the event of his observing any appearance 
of a determined resistance on the Raja’s part, to apply for such additional 
tr9ops as he may deem requisite to overcome all opposition. 

51 . I now submit attention to the draft of the Proclamation (Appendix D. 
No.'d), under wliich tlie Raja will be deposed and his brother proclaimed as 
his successor. Tn the preamble to this document, I considered it advisable to 
recall to the recollection of the community in general the peculiar circum- 
stances under which tlic Sattara state was established, as set forth in the Ho- 
nourable Mr. Elphinstone’s Proclamation of the 11th February 1818. Having 
done this, the substance of the second and fifth articles of our Treaty witli 
the Raja dated tlie 25th of Suptember 1819 are recited, in order that tlie 
nature of his compact with the British Government may be fully understood. 
The Raja’s violations of liis engagements are then stated in general terms, as 
well as the conditions on wliich the British Government liad resolved to over- 
look the past. Finally, the Raja’s rejection of theise conditions is announced, 
and the consequent intent ion of the British Government to enforce against liim 
the penalty ])rovided by the fifth article of the Treaty, and to proclaim liis 
brotlier as his successor. It appears to me indispensible to make this Procla- 
mation, that our motives should not be misunderstood or misrepresented in 
this country. 

32. My instructions to the Resident enjoin, that every effort should be made 
to obviate collision; but slioiild such unhappily occur, that every jjie- 
caution should be taken to prevent injury to the well-disposed, and guard 
against irregularities on tlie part of our troops. They likewise enjoin, that 
every atVaition be paid to the personal comfort and convenience of the Raja 
and ids family, and secure to Idin his private property, and a suitable main- 
tenance for his liiture support. The question of his future disposal is left for 
consideration hereafter. I have every confidence in Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans's 
judgment and discretion, that he will secure that these instructions are scru- 

^ pulously attended to. 

33. 1 now proceed to endeavour to trace the causes which I believe to have, 
principally occasioned the failure in the accomplishment of my visit to Sat- 
tara. These are, I conceive, two-fold. First, the Raja's (diaracter, and the 
fallacious and erroneous im])ressions which have been for some time past 
instilled into his mind. Secondly, the confidence he. reposes in the numerous 
agencies he has established in this country and at home. 

34. 1 have observed, that the Raja has appeared to me to be a prince whom 
no treaty can bind, aEd that he is firmly resolved never again to engage to act 
up to the stipulations^ of the Treaty of 1819. If this opinion is correct, this 
feeling was, of itself, m insuperable bar to an amicable adjustment of existing 
differences; for it must be obvious, that any departure from the spirit of this 
treaty was inadmissible. From the day we seated the Raja on his throne, 
we have discovered that lie was a disappointed and dissatisfied prince, inflated 
with wild and extravagant notions of his own importance, ambitious to extend ' 
las dominions, and constantly occupied iu the most absurd and ridiculous 
intrigues, with the -view of effecting his purpose. The late Sir Robert Grant, 
in his minute of the 6th May 1838, paragraph 87, alludes to tiie Rajas con- 
duct as follows : — 

“ I shall hereafter have occasion fully to shew, that this prince was, from 

an early* period, impressed with the most exaggerated idea ol his own claims 
“and pretensions; that, in place of those gralofu I feelings wliich he mighty 
“ have been expected to cherish for the immense benefits conferred on him, 

. “ he was filled only with resentment, at not having received the yet greater 
“and more valuable advantages to which he conceived himself entitled ; that 
“this sentiment was inflamed by the notions iudiistriously instilled into him, of 
“ his having been treated with bad faith in the arrangements which placed him 
“on the gadi of Sattara ; and that, bolstered iqj^y flatterers in these conviction^ 
“of liis consequence and his grievances, he has long been state of mind, to 

“which 
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“yvhich any scheme which promised to avenge his wrongs and vindicate his 
dignity, would find a ready access. Even under these impressions, it may 
“ seem singular enough that he should have indulged the hope of carrying 
“his objects by the means on which he appears to have relied; but his 
“ extreme ignorance, his distemijcred ambition, and probably also a siip^r- 
“ stitious reliance on his destinies, may account for the readiness with which 
“ he grasped at a project so flattering to his ruling passion.” 

35. This subject is further discussed at great length, and with much efear- 
. ness and ability, by Sir Robert Grant in his final minute on the Sattara case, 
dated the 3 1st May 1838; in the eleventh and following paragrapjis of which 
he endeavours, and with great success, to explain the motives by which the 
Raja’s conduct liad been directed, and which, when it was first detected, 
seemed too absurd to be credited. The whole of this document is deserving 
of attentive consideration by those who are desirous of obtaining a clear com- 
prehension of this most extraordinary case. The Commissioners who were 
sent to Sattara in October 1836 remarked^ as follows : “ We also learn on the 
“ best authority, that at the time the present Raja was established on the 
“ Sattara throne, both himself and family entertained t the most extravagant 
“ idea of their own consequence, and that their expectations were proportionate, 
“ so that, for a time, the bounty they experienced was not duly appreciated.” 
I\"Tliiips in this paper a key to his Highness's conduct may he found. Time 
may have weakened the gratitude which he may once have felt towards the 
British Government, for having restored him to liberty and a throne, and for- 
getful of wliat he was, and of the source from whence he derived all that he 
now possesses, he may have been led, by family pride and a weakened intel- 
lect, to think of the much more extensive kingdom which belonged to liis 
ancestors ; * and having once nourished the dangerous thought, he may have 
been gradually led by the designing men wdio now surround him, to ,, entertain 
false hopes, and, with this object, may have commenced by assailing the fidelity 
of our. troops. I may here observe, that the stipulations contained in the fifth 
article of the Treaty of 1819 are sufficient to prove, that the framers of that 
treaty were not unaware, even at that early period, of the bent of the Raja's 
mind. They seem to have foreseen the dangers into which he has actually 
fallen, and endeavoured, but in vain, to protect him from them, by strictly pro- 
hibiting all direct intercourse on his part, with all foreign states and princes, 
of wliatever description. I could adduce proof upon proof of the Raja’s 
ainbition, and of the fact of his restlessness of intrigue being not unknown 
many years ago to the Residents stationed at his coxirt, which is conclusive 
against the supposition, that the charges that have been under inquiry during 
the last three years are the fruit of an intrigue of the day against liim. One 
more, however, will suffice. In a letter, dated the 1st February 1838, Colonel 
Ovans observes : “ Colonel Briggs, in his report to Government dated the 1st 
"'January 1827, refers to this ambitious feeling as likely to be the Raja’s 
“ruin, in these remarkable and prophetic words, ‘ He is, however, tenacious 
, “ ‘ of his prerogative, and will every day more and more resist our control. 

* He has lately been flattered by those around him into an erroneous estimate 
“ * of his own importance, and he has already evinced strong inclinations to 
“‘extend his connexions beyond the limits prescribed by treaty. It will be- 
“ ‘ fortunate, perhaps, for his Highness, if events aflbrd this Government an 
“ * early opportunity to give him timely warning of the danger he is incurring, 
.t * j be very apprehensive that he may succeed in involving himself 

“ ‘ in secret communications with those who may, at some future period, 
“ " provoke the resentment of Government, when it is likely a development of 
‘ ‘ a system of intrigue with his Highness may take place, which, will alto- 
‘ ‘ gether shake our confidence, and may lead to his ultimate rutii.’ ” 

3(5. I may, in conclusion of this part of my minute, allude to the “ Historical 
Retell ” forwarded to the Governor General of India by Dr. Milne, the Raja’s 
mvocaCe, and to the late Sir Robert Grant’s comments on this docuinciit. 
Phis 'Upifblds to our view the Raja’s infatuated claims and pretensions, in pro- 
secution 

* Paragraph 8, OikiiiriissJouers' r^ort. t tlraat Duii*’6 History, voL iii. p. 44iJ3. 
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sccution of w’hich he lias of late permitted liansclf to be addressed bv his SATTA^M^ 
agents in Bombay by the ambitious title of "‘ Hindu Pud-Padshah/’ or King PAPEBS* 
of the Hindoos. There can be no doubt of this fact ; for tlie title is affixed to ' 

one of the many communications which have been made to the Governor by the Govern* 
General of India, and is commented on by his Lordship in tlie Deputy-Secre- 4 Sept. 18S9. 
tasy's letter of the 15th June last, as follows: “The Governor in Council will 
“m\t fail to observe the stylo as.sumed by the Raja of Sattara, Hindoo Pud- 
Padshah Sircar, In arrogating to himself the right to a title almost im- 
“ perial, and wholly unacknowledged by this Government, or, as far as is at 
“ present known, any principal native power, the Raja has given very evident 
“ proof, if not of his own overbearing spirit, at least of a strong disposition 
“ «>n the part of tliose who are about him to excite and flatter his vanity.” 

37. In regard to the second cause of failure in effecting the object of my 
visit to Sattara, we are not left to conjecture. I annex to this minute 
(A])pendices E. and F.) two letters received from Colonel Ovans, dated as 
per margin,* forwarding some intercepted correspondence of the Raja’s agents, 
a short time jireviously to iny arrival at Sattara, and during the very period 
of niy endeavours to induce the Raja to accept an amnesty on the lenient terms 
proj )oscd . 

Jl is almost incredible the number of agents employed by the Raja, 
lie ha s sent two separate missions to England, on whose influence and exer- 
tions lui confidently depends to obtain a reversal of whatever proceedings are 
ado|)tcd against him by tlic Autliorities in India. From the day of my anival 
in this country, I have been continually beset by his agents in Bombay and 
at Poona, and their efforts have been unceasing, to induce me to consent to 
direct ci^nmunications with them independently of the local Authority. 1, 
of CMUirsc, (lofealed this object, and liave purpo.sely abstained from resorting 
to Native agency of any kind. 

31). Tlierc are, however, some English gentlemen who have Avarmly entered 
into tlie Raja’s cause, witliout, of course, being* aware of tlie roa! merits of 
hisca.se, and without posse.ssing any other knowledge of the subject-matter 
of dispute between the two states, than what the Raja and liis agents have 
seen fit to disclo.sc. 1 deem it only necessary to reler tho Board to the inter- 
cepted cones pond ciice furnished in Colonel Ovans's letters dated the 8tli and 
31 st August, to which I. would invite its particular attention. 1 liave no doiibt 
in my own mind of the nutiienlicity of the correspondence : in fact, some of 
the circumstances alluded to passed under my own observation, 

-10. It will also be seen from the correspondence, that the pre.ss has been 
resorted to with tlie same object. On one occasion, an article which ajipearcd 
in the Puncs is translated and forwarded ; and the editor of the Dur/noi news- 
paper has mixed himself up in llie.se intrigues, fur on the 24th August, two 
days after my arrival at Sattara, one of the correspondents writes as fo]low.s:t 
“ Ball Shastree (the editor) has desired me to submit an humble represeiita- 
“ tion, that the Sircar should pay attention to the substance of wJiat be has 
“ published in the Durpan of the 23d instant,. containing distant allusions. 

“ This matter will be known from the DurpunP 

41: In a letter dated the 5th September 1838, the Bombay Government 
brought to the notice of the Secret Cominittec, how much, in the course of 
these discussions, the liberty of the press had been abused ; and, in reporting 
these proceedings, I desire that a particular reference may be made to that 
coinmunicatioh ; for I am strongly iinnressed with the conviction, that one-r 
of two results must ensue ; either that the authority of the Governinents of 
this country will be entirely undermined, or that, in a few years, there will 
not be a single Native state left in India. This opinion has been before re- 
corded by one of our most distinguished Indian functionaries, the late Sir 
.lohii Malcolm, who, in allusion to another state under the control of this 

Government, 

* 8tli and 31st August 1839. t No. 29 of the series, 
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Government, has thus pointed out the dangers likely to arise from an imperium 
zw i;/?j7trno being established in this country. 

“ I must, in concluding this short record of Baroda affairs, state, that the 
‘" evils attending them, both as affecting Syajee and the Government, hgive 
""been greatly aggravated, by corrupt agents instilling into his mind false 
"" hopes of his receiving support from her Majesty’s Courts of Law at Bom)i{iy, 
"" and afterwards from one of his principal agents at Calcutta. Proofs will be 
"" found of these facts in the record, and they are worthy of the serious 
"" attention of the Authorities in England. They may not be capable of 
complete remedy, but that should be applied as far as practicable ; for there 
"" exists not, amid the difficulties which must ever attend the administration 
"" of the empire, one more likely to generate corruption and intrigue, or which 
"" is more calculated to hurry princes and chiefs to their ruin, than that im- 
"" pression which low and interested men create and maintain, of their being 
able to appeal in political matters beyond the local Government under 
whom they are placed.”* 

42. I now proceed to suggest the further measures which are required con- 
sequent to the deposal of the Raja. The first of these relates to the pJacci of 
his future residence. This is a question which must be left for the decision 
of the Governor General of India. I am myself of opinion, that it is expedient 
tliat the Raja should be removed from the territories dependent on this Presi- 
dency, and I think that some suitable place, either at Benares or within the 
Madras Presidency, should be selected for his future residence, as he wdll, 
in either of these situations, be less able to carry on the intrigues in which 
himself and partizans may be expected to engage after his removal. 


43. The next point for consideration is, the amount of stipend to he allowed 
for the future maintenance of himself and family. This should be liberal; 
but tlie precise amount must be left for the (Governor Generars consideration. 
The revenues of the Sattara stale have of late years averaged about fourteen 
lues per annum. I would propose that, out of these, an assignment of from 
one lac to one lac and twenty-five thousand rupees, be made to the Raja, s 
wliich sum will amply provide for his comfort, and that of his fanrily and 
personal dependents. 


44'. 1 shall forward a copy of this minute and enclosures to the Governor 
General of India with as little delay as possible, and I request that another 
copy may be sent to the Government of India, with all practicable disj)atcli. 


45. 1 shall also send copy of the Proclamation under whicli the Raja will 
be deposed to the undermentioned officers, to enable them, if necessary, to 
explain the grounds of the measures adopted, at the Courts to whicli they arc 
respectively accredited : — 

1st. Political Commissioner for Guzerat. 

2d, Resident in Cutcli. 

3d. Political Agent in the Southern Mahratta Country. 

4th, Agent for Sirdars in the Deccan. 

5th. Resident at Indore. 

6tli. Resident at Gwalior. 

7th. Resident at Nepal. 

8th. Governor General’s agent in Rajpootana. 

9th. Resident at Hyderabad. 

10th. Resident at Nagpore. 

11th. Government of Madras. 


X 46. I have caused two copies of the whole of these proceedings to be 
transcribed here, for transmission to l^ngland by the next overland mail ; but 
there will not be time to prepare a letter in detail to accompany them, which, 
under the circumstances, the Secret Committee will doubtless excuse. 


47 !• In a former part of this minute, I have expressed my opinion of the 
% advantage which I have derived from the able assistance and co-operation of 
" -i' the 

* Malcolm's Government of India^ Appendix A., p* 
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the Honourable Mr. Anderson. His lonj? expericnoo as n judicial servant, SA'lTAlbL 
hi>> former euiploymcnt in the Deccan and Southern Maliratta country a.s a I’APERi. 
political officer, and his previous personal acquaintance with the Haja, rendered MiucTfe 
his couu.s(d of particular value. It i.s a source of high satisfaction to me, that by ihcGorcrto 
his opinions arc iu perfect accoidance with the line of policy 1 finally deter- 'tScpt.lflsa. 
nihied to pursue. 

48. T have also recorded my sense of the services of the Resident, ('olouel 
Ovans; and it now only remains for me to discharge a further gratifying 
act of public duty, in also recording my acknowledgments to Mr. Willoughby, 
the Political Secretary in attendance. Ifis iufonnatiou and intimate know- 
ledge of all former proceedings proved of great advantage in my considera- 
tion of the Raja’s case, and I cannot too highly commend his unwearied in- 
dustry and promptitude in the execution of my instructions. In particular, 
it IS due to this I'xccllciit public oflicer to state, that he has evinced an ear- 
nest desire Ihroygliout my lugotiatioiis, that they should sncceetl to my ori- 
ginal intention and wishes, under (lie general aulliurily vested iu me by the 
(Joveinor (leneral of India. 

4!). T fake upon myself the entire responsibility of the policy which has 
bei n adopted, and, strong in the rectilude of my intentions, I submit these 
proceedings to the consideration of my .superiors, ami of those high authori- 
ties whom 1 have the honour to serve. 

(Signed) J. 11. Carn \c. 

Diipoorec,'4Ui September 1839. 


MINUTE T3Y THE (iOVERNOU, Minute 

Iu tiil- ' tnrrnor 

jy^ledTih Siylemhcr l^o9. 7 

(\)|)ios of the tlc'spiitch to be sent io the Secret Committee bv the steamer 
on the i2lh ; a co[)\ also to bo tlospatehod to the (jovernor General, with 
lhi‘ onij;ina! tiealv, tui his liordship’s r iliiieation. It requires no ol)siLTvation 
'*\eo|)l as uy.art]s tlio second and thud articles, which, it .shoitJfl bo l)rioHy 
0 " pi lined, liave been called for by Ihc unreasonable |)rcteusious set up by 
i\w llrija, and the disputes n‘nardini> the Jai>heerdars, enumerated in the tliird 
aiti(*)e. The (lovernor (leneral will obseive, that the pecuniary payments 
and eontingents borne on the scale lixed fonnerly we shall expressly reserve 
to the llapi. 

(Vdoiiel <)\ans to be informed of my hi^h u)>]>rol)ation of the course of hi; 
proceedings, in the e\(eutioiiof theddicate and important duty eoiiimiltefi 
to his hands, iu which he has eimneiitly displayed firmness, juclymcut, and 
discretion, which entith* him to the warmest expression of the thunks of 
(lOvernmcut. It has been most satisfactory to me, that the seizure of the 
ita ju has not been attended by any disturbance or bloodshed, and that Colonel 
Ovans ha$ treated him wdth every indulgence and consideration consistent 
with his situation. As regards the Senaputtee, the Kesident has acted wisely 
in requiring him to accompany the cx-Raja to his present lesidence; though 
It is nut my intention that he should be hereafter rcgardi'd as a prisoner, 
but that, ts soon as circumstances admit, he shall be allowed to go where he 
pleases. 

Colonel Ovans should be requested to communicate to the officers and the/ 
troops under his command, the thanks of (lovcrnmcnl for their soldlcr-likc 
and steady conduct in the service on which they were employed. 

(Signed) J. R. Cakn/ic. 

7th September 1839. 
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MINUTE BY MB. JAMES PARISH, 

Dated 9/A September 1839. 

1. I have considered with great attention and the deepest interest 'the 
Honourable the Governor’s minute of his proceedings at Sattara. The liarly 
dispatch of the steamer has not permitted my having access to tlie documents 
forming the Appendix, but the events and circumstances are so fully explained 
and detailed in tlie minute, as to render this of less importance. I therefore 
proceed, at once, distinctly, but briefly, to record my opinion, and can here- 
after add any thing further, should I find it necessary. 

2. My entire conviction of the Raja’s guilt in the instances charged against 

him is on record. Subsequent events have only tended to confirm it : but the 
very act of his refusing the conditions of oblivion and reconciliation, conditions 
which even spared him the mortification of expressly acknowledging <Miilt, 
particularly the first, as connected with his remark that it would "placed hini 
in a subordinate situation, is a virtual declaration, that he did not hold him- 
self bound by the treaty of 1819 ; and even setting aside his former infractions 
of the treaty, shews that no dependence could have been placed on him at 
any future period. His warme.st advocates must be unable now seriouslv to 
maintain the position, that the Government of British India could, with any 
regard to its honour and influence, or to its position as paramount, Iiave per- 
mitted him to rcraaiii at the head of that state over which it had placed liim 
in subordiiyate co-operation, after distinctly and deliberately renouncing that 
subordination. " " 

3. I therefore entirely, and on the firmest conviction of its jiece.ssitv, 
approve and concur in the measure of the Raja's deposition. 

4. I cordially acquiesce, also, in the soundness of thi' princif)lc and of the 
reasons, on wliich this course was prefened to tliat of continuing the Raja, 
wdth diminished power, at Sattara. 

5. My former views rvere, f must acknowledge, in fiivour of the British 

Govermnent resuming that territory which it had conferred on the represen- 
tative of the founder of the Mahratta empire, from a conviction that it was 
intrinsically right, to resume what had, been voluntarily granted, when the 
conditions of the grant were flagrantly violated, and the power conferred in 
clemency abused by the Raja, with hostile feeling, to work the injury of .his 
benefactors. I also considered that it was expedient to do so, rather than 
transfer the government to any of his family, in order to obviate the intrigues 
of restless ambition, which will always prompt a member of the house of 
Seva jec to take advantage of circumstances afti)rdiug the most distant prospect 
of elevation. i i 


C. These m'n> my views of the course we should follow; but I am free to 
confess, that when I consider the strong grounds on which Sir James Carnac 
has proceeded, in placing the Raja’s brother over this justly-forfeited state-,' 
and all the circumstances which have arisen, that measure does now appear to 
me to have advantages over any other course which could have been pursued. 
Its r(?al inconveniences may, I trust, after past experience, be guarded 
against, and while it should silence those who might oppose and misrepresciit 
our motives, it will exhibit a practical and salutary lesson to the Native 
princes dependent on us, who have but too ready an ear to evil advisers 
unlriendly to us, and furni.sh another instance of the moderation and clcmeucy 
N')! our rule. The moral efl'ect of this, at a time when our arms have so sig- 
nally prospered in the direction to which all eyes are turned, will not,^I 
trust, be without important advantages. 

7.' 1 will add no more, but record my cordial concurrence in the whole 
course which has been ably followed out by the Honourable the Governor. 


9th September 1839. 


(Signed) James Parish. 
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MINUTE BY MR. G.W. ANDERSON, 

. Dated lOth September 1839. 

'Being* in the Deccan for change of air, the Honourable tl\e Governor cx- 
pre.^ecl a desire that 1 should accompany him in his visit to Sattara. To this, 
in the spirit of the aid I had promised, I immediately assented, and 1 have 
thus liad the advantage of being present at the several conferences held with 
the Rhja, and of being made acquainted, step by step, with the policy and 
measures the Honourable the Governor deemed it expedient to pursue witli 
this prince. 

It is not my intention to again enter into the qiiCwStion of the Raja's guilt. 
On that question I have already recorded my decided opinion ; and I tliink 
there cannot be error in the conclusion come to, when we find every autiiority 
in India who has recorded an opinion on the case has arrived at the same con- 
viction, and declared they consider the Raja to have foriei ted his throne. 

I j)iirpose, then, here only to offer my sentiments upon the occurrences and 
the measures pursued by the Honourable the Governor, on the occasion of his 
visit to Sattara, and its result. 

1 consider that it would have been impossibles notwithstanding the intention 
to pass over and forgive the hostile designs and plots to our injury in which 
tlie Raja had engaged, not to have referred to our conviction of these de- 
signs, in requiring from him those stipulations which, from the circumstances, 
became essential in continuing to him his throne. It would, liowever, have 
been ditHeult to liave referred to these designs in a manner or in language less 
offensive; and 1 am equally satisfied, that the stipulations to wliieh lie was 
re({uircd lo accede w'ill be viewed at all hands, under the penalties he wns 
deemed to have incurred, as tlie least that could have been demanded. The 
stipu lotions required nothing for ourselves, but safety for others and future 
sal e f y for h i mse If. 

Tiiesc conditions, however, the Raja, with an unvarying determination, de- 
dined to sign. lie seemed rather to require that it should be prodainied that 
injury had been done to him, that otliers should be punished, and instead (jf 
assenting to a .second acknowledgment of the treaty, he wished rather to show 
that the treaty, with its second article, was a thing lie had more than once 
resisted, and was at last forced upon him. 

It is here that, being jirescnt at the conferences and at every conversation, 

I desire to record, that nothing could exceed the kindness arid the earnestness 
with which the lloiiourable the Governor addressed the Raja, to urge him to 
tlie only means by which his raj could be preserved to him. Every just argu- 
ment was used, every explanation given, in the spirit of truth, and a sincere 
anxiety to save him from the loss of his principality; but all was vain. He 
would accede to nothing of the nature of the propositions tendered to him, 
however plainly, though ever witli a remarkable consideration, the conse- 
quences of his refusal w ere placed before him. 

These consequences I should have almost doubted his Highness to have 
understood, had he not, seeing something of this doubt, expressly stated that 
he did understand them, and repeated in substance what had been commu- 
nicated. 

It is certain that tlic most earnest endeavour w’^as made by the Honourable 
the Governor, to warn the Raja of the precipice upon wdiich he 'Stood, and to 
bring to his mind the conviction, that the loss of his raj, when conferred on 
his successor, wmuld be a measure that could not be undone. 

But it w\as all without eliect. He seemed, and seems, to place his,depen-' 
dence upon something else ; in fact, on that agency which, however unde- 
signodly, has worked his ruin: for to my mind it is conclusive, that had it 
imt been for that most mistaken agency, the Raja, with all his faults, would 
have been saved. 

1 abstain from entering into any detail of the occurrences on the visit to 
Sattara, since the Honourable the Governor, in his minute, has so circunJ- 
^^lantiaily and so clearly narrated those occurrences, and so fully explained 
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< ^SATTAKA bow, having determined on the policy to be pursued; he gave instructions for 
PAPERS. the measures necessary to carry it through. 

MmutTby Mr. accuracy and to the faithfulness with which the several conversa- 

j. W. Anderson, tions and events are narrated, I here also record myself as bearing the fullest 
10 Sept. 1839. testimony. 

In respect to the policy of placing the Raja^s brother on the throne, deter- 
mined upon by the Honourable the Governor, I admit that my general ^ews 
are very different. I freely admit, however, that there were circumstances 
here, that this was an occasion on which the sentiments I entertained could 
hardly be adopted. 

There liad been no open hostility, there was no conquest ; and though I 
consider forfeiture, as expressly contemplated in the treaty, to be complete, 
yet it was an instance where I consider it was essential, to shew the country 
that, in the measures it was determined to adopt, we had no view whatever to 
our own advantage; that no one step was taken in view or desire for acqui- 
sition. 

The desire, the sincere desire, was to save the Raja. No mode, no word, 
seemed so effectual to this, as to shew, in placing a successor on the throne, as 
well the integrity of our views, as that the measure was final, and therefore 
that he might see, by his fatal determination, the irretrievable ruin he was 
bringing upon himself. 

Upon the question of immediately proclaiming the brother as Raja, if that 
was to be the ultimate polic3% ^ doubt. 

g The Governor General had declared, that he would support such « decision 

g if resolved upon. The Honourable the Governor considered it the policy that 

$'■ ought to be pursued : a further reference to his Excellency was therefore 

unnecessary, while the effect of immediate action would be great throughout 
the country. 

The visit of the Honourable the Governor to Sattara was well known: it 
was desirable to^show its result. It was, unhappily, not that result he so 
carncstl}' desired; but being determined, its effect by delay w'ould have been 
weakened, and the great advantage, as a warning to other states, ol‘ showing 
that where so high an authority intervenes and acts, that he acls with full 
power, would have; been lost. 

In the whole measures pursued by the Honourable the Governor on tin’s 
occasion, I have now, therefore, only to record my perfect concurrence. I 
can conceive no other course that he could have adopted, no other thing 
done, than that which was done. 

The reluctance of the Honourable the Governor to find, as the result be- 
came inevitable, that he would have to adopt it, tlie pain it gave him was most 
manifest, and ray perfect impression, whilst even in the room with the Raja, 
was, that if he would allow himself to be saved, that the Honourable the 
Governor would effect it. But the Raja had other advisers, and hence the 
fatal ruin that has fallen upon him. 

(Signed) G. W. Anderson. 

10th September 1839. 


I Minute MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

\hy the Governor, 

- 27 Sept. 1839. Dated 9rith September 1839. 

(Subscribed to by the Board.) 

This report is in all respects highly satisfactory. 

The abolition of the inhuman rite of suttee in the Sattara territory, where it 
has been hitherto so prevalent, will be hailed with satisfaction by every friend 
of humanity. , ^ . 

The measure has, no doubt, been resolved on by the Raja, from the know- 
ledge which he possesses of the abhorrence with which this rite is held by the 
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British Government. It is, however, his spontaneous act, and reflects the 
highest credit on him. 

1 trust that the example may soon be followed by other Native chiefs under 
this Presidency. 

The abolition of transit duties is likewise very satisfactory, and is in accord- 
anVje with an article of our treaty with the Sattara state* 

introduction of the Company's currency is also a satisfactory proof 
of the Raja's desire to co-operate in the views of the British Government. 

A transfer, regarding transit duties and our currency, should be made to 
the Revenue Dej)artment, and such subsidiary measures adopted iVom thence, 
as to give full and immediate effect to the Raja's resolutions. 

The Resident at Sattara should be replied to, to the above eflect. 

Copy of this letter should be sent to the Governor General of India and to 
the Secret Committee. 


SATTAJl. 

PAPJiKi?. 

Minute 
bj tlic ( »<»vcrn 
27Sq)t Isa* 


27 lh September 183y. 


(Signed) J. R. Carnac, 


MINUTE r>Y THE GOVERNOR, 

Dated 1.?/ October 1839. 


by tile OovtTO- 
I Oct. IH39. 


(Subscribed to by the Board.) 

1. Colonel Ovans’s despatch and enclosures of the C?Stli ultimo contain 
important information in elucidation of the ex-Raja of Sattara's proceedings, 
and these, documents should he forwarded, for the information of the Secret 
Committee, by the steamer whicli leaves on the 7th instant. 

2. The delicacy observed by the Resident towards the cx-Raja's ladies is 
highly commendable. 

.S. The first set of enclosures refers to the oiiginal letters addressed by Dr. 
Milne and other gentlemen to the Raja, — a list of these forms accompa- 
niment No. I, and a selection of them No. 2, to the Resident's despatch. 

df. From tlic extract from Dr. Milne's letter dated the ^ 27 tli October 183G, 
at the very time the Sattara Commission was investigating the charge against 
the ex-Raja of iiaving tampered with our troops, we learn how early that 
gentleman endeavoured to persuade the Raja to trust to the exertions of an 
independent agency in England. He therein proposes, as a suitable agent in 
every respect, Mr. Macdonald, the Editor of the Bombay Gazette and Bombay 
Kraminer^ and informs the Raja that, by tlic terms of the present charter, 
“ tlie Government cannot prevent" his agency being resorted to. The extract 
from Dr. Milne's memorandum of the ^2J April 1837 is iinportani, because 
it proves that this gentleman, of his own accord, espoused the ex- Raja's cause, 
and was not induced to do so at the Raja's request. 

5. The extract from Dr. Milne's letter, dated the 4*th April' 1838, shows 
to what length he proceeded in his interference; for he therein informs the 
ex- Raja, tliat two or three additional articles must he added to tlie treaty. 

f>. The extract from the letter of the 19th August explains the iiifatuatcd 
conduct of the .ex-Raja in rejecting the amnesty offered to him. It is of 
further importance, because, in proposing another mission to England, and 
requiring funds to support il, Dr. Milne admits, that the funds formerly sent 
“ liail all been absorbed in building the ship originally intended, in 1837, to 
“ send him and your Highness's other people who were to accompany him to 
“ England.*’ ’^riiis ship is the City of PaoJia, at present trading under British 
colours. The two receipts of Pollexfen, Milne, and Co., for 24,000 and 
1,000 ru|)ees, are also of consequence. 

7. Colonel Rolierlsoii’s letter of the 14th Marcli is 38 corroborates 
Goa charge against the ex-Uaja, for it proves that his intercourse with the 
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authorities at tliat place was detected in 1827 by that officer, though the extent 
to which this intrigue was carried, as proved by Nago Deorao's papers, and 
from other sources, was of course unknown to himr As I have bcfoic ob- 
, served, this fact proves that this charge could not have been fabricated sub- 
sequent to the detection of the Raja’s attempt to seduce our Sepoys. 

8. Perhaps, however, the most important portion of these documents is 

M. •’'s correspondence with the cx»Raja. On this point I beg to quote 

the sixth and seventh paragraphs of the Resident’s letter. 

** The letters from M. also prove, how determined the Raja 

“ was to free Iiimsell‘ from all control of the authorities in this country. The 

** accompaniment to M. 's letter of the 4th November 18i3S 

‘^appears to be very important. It is stated to be the ‘Case of his Royal 

‘ Highness tlic King of Sattara, as related by himself j’ and it is very remark- 
“ able, that the same claims and pretensions are put forward in this document, 
“ and the same grievances complained ofi as in the statements found amongst 
“ the fioa papeis. 

It would appear also by the Maliratta version of the ])assj)oit to M. 

« that tlie rank of Colonel of Cavalry, which lie had solicited from 

‘‘ the ex-Ilaja, and by which he designates liimself, had in lealitv be<Mi eon- 
“ ferred on linn, and arningcrnenls were certainly made, and 21 ,000 rupees 
“ actually sent to lioinbay for this mission, the wliole expenses of winch were 
“ estimated at l,2t,(i50 rupees.*’ 

9. 1 beg particular reference may be made to the papei maiked No. Ki, 
designated “ Case ol Ins Royal Highness the King of kSallaia as i elated l» 
“ hunsclf,” because herein we have, from another independent soiuee, a key 
to the ex-Ilaja’s infatuated proceedings, iiainel\, tliat lioni llie tiiM lie was 
dissatisfieil. that he considered he ha<l been dujied by bis best fiieiid, the Hon. 
JVIr. Klpliinslone, and was lienee piedisposcd, from the fiist, to entei into the 
wild and extia\agant plots proved against him. 

10. Knelosiire No. 3 is a list of Maliratta oiiginal letters iiom tin* Raja’s 
agents in Bombay. A considerable portion of this correspoiulcnce long ago 
fell into the hands of the Resident, and has been forwarded to the Scciel t'oni. 
mittcc. The oiiginal being now in our possession is satirfacLory j and it will 
suffice to refer the Secret Committee to our former dcspatclics on the .subject. 

11. The only portion of these now translated relates cluefly to f’aplain 
Cogaii. From this it would appear that this oilicer lias accepted the office of 
agent in England to the ex-Raja on a fixed salary. In liis letter of the 2d 
September, Rungoba reports, that a salary of 1,500 rupees per mensem had 
been offered to him, but that 2,000 rupees appears to be the wish. In the 
same letter, Captain (’ogan is reported to have asked for an advance of twelve 
months* pay, and to have observed, “the pension which I enjoy will be stopped; 
therefore, undertaking your service, it is requisite to make a repiesentatioii 
there distinctly and openly.” 

12. Of the evils wdiieh will result to the Native chiefs of India from the 
interference of irresponsible agents, I have no doubt they have been exem- 
plified in the instance of the Raja of Sattara; and unless some means can be 
detised by the Home Authorities, by which the Native chiefs will be protected, 
similar results may be expected in other cases. It is not necessaiy to dwell, 
in this place, on the degree and extent of mischief which must intei mediately 
occur, by the Native princes of India being led to believe, through irresponsible 
European agency, that they can independently resoi i through such means to a 
Superior authority in England. By a passage in one of Dr. Milne’s letters to 
the Raja of Sattara, we find he tells him that, by the terms of the picsent 
charter, the (iovernment cannot prevent his agency being resorted to. If such 
an interpretation of the late Charter Act is borne out, its correction in that 
respect appears to be desirable, for the sake of tlie Native princes, as well as 
fqr the authority of the Government of this country, to which its great 
interests, its peace and prosperity, have immediately been committed. 

18. The 
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13. The Honourable the Secret Committee’s attention should be requested 
to accompaniment No. 8 of Colonel Ovans’s letter, being a detailed statement, 
as far as has yet been traced, of the sums of money squandered by the ex-Raja Minute 
on liis agents, amounting in the aggregate to upwards of three lacs and sixty- by tlic Govern 
three thousand rupees. ^ lOct. 1839 

'14. Their particular attention should also be drawn to the document re- 
ferred to in the 13th paragraph of Colonel Ovans’s letter, whicli corrobo- 
rates some of the facts connected with the Goa case. First, the fact of the 
Swamee of Sunkeshwur having visited the ex- Raja at Sattara ; and secondly, 
that of Nago Deorao being the agent employed in the affairs in which the 
Swamee and the ex-llaja were engaged. 1 am not, for the reason assigned by 
the Resident, surprised that no further evidence has been obtained ; for what- 
ever may have existed within the ex-Raja*s control has doubtless long ago 
been destroyed. 

15. The envelope of the letter to the ex-Raja, forwarded by Colonel Oyans, 
is proof of his having allowed his agents to address him by the imperial title 
of King of the Hindoos, vvhich is, of course, quite unrecognised, and must be 
received as proof of the ex- Raja’s arrogance and ambition. 

lO. Copy of this minute, and of Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans’s letter, should be 
sent to the Governor General of India. 

(Signed) J. R. Caunac, 

J. Farish, 

1st October 1839. G. \V. Anderson. 


MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

Dated 2d November 1839. 

(Subscribed to by the Board.) 

The person herein alluded to voluntarily came to me at Da|)ooree, and 
stated, he was willing to afford information regarding the proceedings of the 
ex-Raja of Sattara. 

2. I did not enter into detail with him, but requested him to proceed to 
Sattara, and state what he had to say before the Resident, cautioning him, at 
the same time, to speak nothing but the truth, thougli I am not aware that he 
has any motive for doing otherwise. 

3. The information he has given in his present deposition is of importance, 
because it corroborates what has from the first been suspected, that the ex- 
Raja’s intrigues were not confined simply to this country, but embraced com- 
munications with powers beyond India. 

4. I am satisfied, however, that we have not yet discovered the full extent 
of these intrigues. The discoveries recently made at Kurnool may lead to 
further important discoveries, and I will only now remark, that every accession 
of evidence we obtain is of consequence, because it tends to shew that this 
infatuated prince had grounds, though unknown to us, for supposing that he 
was only one of a numerous and powerful confederacy secietly formed 
against us. 

5. Copy of this letter to be sent with the above remarks to the Secret Com- 
mittee and Governor General of India. 

(Signed) J. R. Caknac, 

* J. Farish, 

2d November 1839- G. W. Anderson. 


4N 
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MINUTK BY THE GOVERNOR, 

Dated llth November ISSy. 

(Subscribed to by the Board.) 

Wlien we hear from the Go%'crnor General respecting the late Itaja’s 
perty,wc may be able to carry into effect Mr. Anderson's suggestion. 

(Signed) J, R. Carnvc. 

11th November lS3i). 


MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

Dated 12ih Novcmlhr 1839- 
(Subscribed to by the Board.') 

i. The evidence accompanying this report is very important, and furtlici 
corroborates the object of the ex-Kaja of Sattara, in maintaining intercourse, 
contrary to his treaty with the British Government, with foreign stales. 

G. jierson who lias afforded tliis information visited mo at Dajiooiee, 
in company with the Moonshee Wussee Oolla, and I directed him to coinrnn- 
nicale what ho had to say to the Resident. This he has dc»)c, and lacuto- 
nant-Colonel Ovans has been able to verify his statements by the esidence of 
otlior jieroons on the spot cognizant oftlie mission to Hyderabad. 

3. Tho mission of tlie cazoe, Kuranuit Oolla Khan, on behalf ol the cx- 
llaja of Sattara, and furnished willi funds and an escort by that misguided 
prince, is fully established ; and it fuither appears that its object was political, 
and to /oral a connection between the states inimical to the Rntisli Government. 

J.. I have ex'ainincd the book in which the infbimant inscribed a copy of 
the letter addressed to the Raja by the cazec (accompaniment No. it of the 
Resident s leport), and have been unable to detect any ajipearance ot fraud 
or deceit. The writing appears to be of old date. 

5. The comniunication with the Nujooiiiee, or astrologer, aud the ques- 
tions put to him by the cx-Raja, respecting tlic increase of his own dominions 
and the downfal of English rule, are stiongly illustrative of the &])iiil with 
which he has so long been actuated against his benefactors. 

0. 'riie same may be observed in regard to his communications with the 
Shahzadah of Delhi, whose visit to this Presidency in 1831-3i3 is on record, 
and ma) be referred to. It is also known lliat he proceeded to Hyderabad, 

7. 1 rcf|iicsl the kSccrctary in attendance will forward cojiy of this despatch 
lo the Resident at Hyderabad, with a request that lie will favour Government 
w'lth any information he may be able to obtain regarding the cazee, Kiiramut 
i)oil:x, anti if he sees no objection, cause his family records to be searched, 
for any correspondence which may have jiassed between him aud the cx-Raja 
ol' Sattara. 

8. The Resident maybe fnrtboi requested lo state, wdiether the nnestiga- 
iion into the conduct of Moobarik-ood-Dowdali has elicited any information, in 
elucidalion of llic imiignes whicli the ex-Raja is supposed to have carried 
on with llydcidb.ul, or as regards intiigues by any chiel’s. 

9. Gopy of thi^ letter may also be st'iit lo tho Madras Government, with a 
rei uo'*t that w^e may l^c informed, whether the discoveries recently made at 
isuynool have, in any wa}, fended to confirm the statement of the Nelloie 
oia/t^^ciies, that a coiifodeiacy had been formed against the British i\>\eni- 
Uicnt, of \\1 j« ‘I- li L' i-x-Raja of Sattara was a membei. 

10. Cojiy 
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10. Copy of this letteri and of our consequent proceedings, should be sent 
to the Governor General of India and to the Secret Committee. 

(Signed) J. Jl, Carnac, 

J. Farish, 

*12th November 1839- G. W. Anderson. 


MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

Dated 18/// November 1839- 
(Concurred in by Mr. James Farish.) 

Under this opinion, as far as I can pretend to judge, I think that wc had 
bettor have nothing more to do with the (piestion as a matter of prosecution in 
the fSnpreme ('ourt. 'flic whole subject has been submitted to the Secret 
('ominittee, and wc should peihnps abide their opinion on it before deternuning 
on legal stepson the jiart of the Raja of Satiara. But, perhaps Mr. Amlerson 
Will l«ivour me with Ins opinion. 

(Signed) J • R. Carnac. 

18th November 1S39. 


MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

Daletl j20/// November 1 839- 
(Uoncurred in by Mr. James Farish.) 

I would, however, propose that inquiry should be made, under what registry 
tlie ship sails. 

(Signed ) J. R. Carn . 

2i)th November 1839- 


MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

Dated ^5th November 1839. 

1. I now propose, !)ricfly to record my pioceedings during my second visit 
to Sattara, made for the purposes stated in my minute ol the 10th instant. 

1>. I arrived at Sattara on the Kith and left it on the 2‘2d instant, having 
made iny visit as short as poSssiblc, in consequence ol being anxious to return 
to the Presidency. 

3. The day after my arrival I received and returned complimentary visits 
from the Raja. On this occasion I did not enter on business, but merely 
informed his Highness, that his succession to the Sattara stale had been tJon- 
firmed, and the treaty entered into by him latilied by the Right Honouiable 
the Governor General of India. 

4. Earlv on the morning of the ISlIi inslanf, the Raja was conducted in 
state from his residence near f lie Residency to the palace, and scaled by inyseH 
on i) throne prepared for the occasion. A jjiiblic Duiliai was tl'cn ncUl, at 
avIjjcIj the whole of the Sattara Jaghcerdars, many of the I’ooiia .Sirdars, and a 
numerous assembly of othei persons of imnor raiilv, were- present. On tins 
occasion J made iircscnls to the Haja, and deliveicd to him a copy of the 
lualy ratiiicd by the (rosenior (>»-neiaI of India, with suitable rcmaiks. The 

ut the Raja’s miliiary Jbicc!. was respcctalile, inoie ju.itieularly tlie 
ai lildv and pailot the cavahy, and altogether I sin "Id think, tlr." nuisthaie 

* exceeded 
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exceeded three thousand men. The Company's troops were drawn up in line 
near the cantonments, and a royal salute fired on the procession passing, which 
was repeated by the Raja*s artillery, his bands playing “ God save the Queen.” 
Every thing passed off without interruption or accident, and the procession 
was conducted with the greatest order and decorum, and, as far as one can 
judge from outward demonstrations, all seemed well pleased and satisfied with 
the peaceful change which has been effected in this Government. /* 

5, On the same day the Sattara Jagheerdars, namely, the Punt Prithee- 
needhee, the. Raja of Akiilkote, the Punt Sneheo, the Nimbalkur, and the son 
of Shaik Meera, visited me at the Residency, and I took the opportunity of 
explaining the nature of the change which has taken place, both in regard to 
the Government and themselves, informing them that henceforw'ard they were 
placed under the control and protection of the British Government. To this 
class our measures must, in general, be exceedingly popular, for under the 
rule of the ex-Raja they were undoubtedly subjected to great oppression. 
After they had retired I was visited by the female representative of the Duffley 
family, one of the most ancient in this country, by the mother of the Nimbal- 
kiir, and by the adoptive mother of the Punt Sucheo, wdio is a very interesting 
child, between nine and ten years of age. 

0. On the 19th a deputation waited on me from the Raja, to invite me to 
an entertainment which his Highness wislied to give to myself and the whole 
European society of the station. The invitation was of course accepted. I'he 
entertainment was most sumptuous ; the Raja was himself present witli many 
of the principal officers of his Government. After dinner a Native Durbar 
was held, at which I received presents from tlie Raja, in return for tliose made 
to him on the day of his inauguration. The town was illuminated, ^and the 
entertainment terminated by a very magnificent display of fireworks outside 
the town, where tents had been pitched for our accommodation. 

7. On the 20th I held a public Durbar in tents near the Residency, at which 
the Raja and his Court and the Jagheerdars attended. After this his Highness 
accom])anied me to witness the presentation of new colours to the 8th Regi- 
ment, and appeared much gratified with this interesting spectacle. On tliis 
occasion I gladly availed myself of the opportunity of investing a Native 
officer of this Regiment with the riband of the order of British India, and made 
an address to the Native officers on the parade, explanatory of the views and 
objects of Government in instituting this order. 

8. Early on the morning of the 21st I met the Raja by appointment, and 
accompanied him to his adawlut, or Court of Justice, Park of Artillery, Cavalry 
Barracks, a!id to a garden in the neighbourhood of his palace. 1 was much 
gratified with this interview. His Highness displayed mucli intelligence and 
activity, and took great pleasure in explaining to me the system which he 
adopted in the administration of justice, grounded chiefly on the rules in force 
in the time of Captain Grant, our first Resident. In the afternoon the Raja 
accompanied me to a review of the troops stationed at Sattara, and in the. 
evening I paid my farewell visit to his Higlmess at the palace. On this occa- 
sion the Raja made some general remarks, regarding his having numerous 
enemies, and his reliance on the British Government for protection and sup- 
port : he likewise expressed his confidence in the Resident, and his determina- 
tion to abide by his counsel. '*1 gave his Highness assurances, and .exf)laincd 
briefly the principles which should regulate his conduct, and expressed my 
conviction that lie would strictly act up to his engagements, and rule his 
country with justice and moderation, in which case he might always rely on 
our regard and protection. During this interviev/, I was taken by the Raja 
to an , apartment of tlie palace which has often been alluded to during the 
inqui^s into the ex-Uaja*s intrigues. It is a small octagon room, called the 
“ Buiiamee Kbolec,” or almond-shaped chamber. It is secluded, and .well 
suited for the purpose to which it was appropriated by the ex-R^ja. There he 
wUs accustomed to hold his secret consultations, and there he received at night 
the Native officers of the 23d RegimenLj^ne of the Raja's attendants pointing 

'Jd out 
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out the very door by which they entered* There are four small diiors at 
opposite angles, leading to different quarters of the ])alace ; and in a recess 
near one of these was found, built up in the wall, upwards offour lacs of 
rOpees* I may conclude this description by stating, that this was the only 
allusion made by the llaja, or any person about him, to the ex-Raja’s proceed- 
ingf, during the whole period of my residence at Sattara, either on this or my 
first visit. 

9* I left Sattara, on my return to the Presidency, on the morning of the 
instant. As far as the present Raja is concerned, my v^it has been a 
source of unmingled satislactioii and pleasure. I had opportunities of seeing 
him under all circumstances and at all hours, and I can therefore, from personal 
observation, positively contradict what has been advanced against him in one 
of the public prints, that he is a man of dissipated habits, although his appear- 
ance is alone sufficient to ffilsify this accusation. As far as I can judge, there 
is much of hopeful promise in the Uaja's character. Helms not, it is true, the 
subtle acuteness and quickness of his misguided brother, but at all his interviews 
with me he displayed considerable intelligence and much benevolence of dispo- 
sition, He has signalized the commencement of Ins reign by the abolition of the 
inluiman practice of suttee, heretofore so prevalent in the Sattara territory, 
and is, 1 believe, the first Native prince of India who has performed that act 
of humanity. At considerable pecuniary sacrifice (not less, perhaps, than one 
lac of rupees per annum) he lias freed commerce, and contributed to the 
coini’ort and welfare of his subjects, by following our example in abolishing 
transit duties ; and it is with unfeigned satisfaction that I now record, that 
his Highness has informed me of his intention, after liquidating some debts to 
the extLflit of two lacs and fifty thousand rupees, to appropriate tiie remainder 
of the trc^asurc found in deposit at his succession, to works of general improve- 
ment and utility, and amongst others he enumerates tjie following : 

Jst. Tlie erection and endowment of a hospital and dispensary at 
Sattara, to sujierintend which, and to difluse medical science and know- 
ledge in his territory, he solicits the aid of a duly qualified medical officer 
from tlie British Govern meut. 

f2d. The completion of that part of tlie road from Sattara to Poona, 
within ids territory, remaining unfinished. 

Sd. The erection of Dhurumsalas and travellers^ bungalows, where the^' 
may be required within bis territory. 

4tli, The construction of desirable bridges over the rivers Yenna and 
Krishna. 

5th. The re-establishment of Mahratta and English schools at Sattara. 

Gtli. The building of a bund over the Yenna river, formerly conti^n- 
platcd by the cx-Raje, whereby an extensive tank will be formed in his 
dominions at Mabablesliwur. 

10. Previous to my departure from Sattara, 1 made arrangi.mcnts for tlie 
removal of the ex-Raja to Benares as soon as practicable. Tor j)articnlars, I 
beg to refer my Colleagues to the instructions issued to the Hesident, annexed 
to this minute, and to a letter winch has been aildressed on the subject to t he 
Secretary in attendance on the Right Honourably the Governor General of 
India. 

11. It will be observed, that, subject to the confirmation of tlie Governor 
General of India, I have, under the authority conveyed in Mr. Secretary 
Maddock’s letter of the 24<th ultimo, assigned to the ex-Raja and his family 
one lac and twenty thousand rupees annually in the proportion specified in the 
third paragraph of the '^instructions to the Resident. By some this sum may 
appear too liberal with reference to the amount of the Sattara revenues ; but 

1 deemed it advisable to err, if at all, on the side of generosity. The neces- ^ 
siuy expenses incurred in removing the ex-Raja will likewise be defrayed by 
the Sattara Government. 
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12. I have nominated Lieutenant Cristall, of the 8th Regiment Native Infan- 
try, agent to accompany the ex- Raja, and request that a general order may be 
issued, placing him under the orders of the Resident at Sattara for a special duty. 

13. In the letter this day addressed to Mr. Secretary Haddock, the claitbs 
preferred by the ex-Raja, in the Resident’s letter of the 28th September last, 
to the treasure and the other property in deposit on his deposal, are referred 
for the decision of the Governor General of India, with my opinion against 
their validity. 

14. I annex to this minute a memorandum, furnished to me by the Resident, 
containing a rough estimate of the money and jewels now in deposit ; from 
which it will be seen, that Rs. 92,9^0 3 0 have been expended by, and 
jewels of the estimated value nearly of Rs. ^^00,000 taken away, either 
by the ex-Raja or his ranees. Deducting these, there remains, either actually 
in deposit or recoverable. 

Treasure in deposit Rupees 6,87,84 j1 4 6 

Ditto recoverable ••• 56,000 0 0 

Jewels and other valuables ... ... 3,68,267 10 3 

15. 1 have caused these proceedings to be at once submitted to the Governor 
General, in order to obviate delay, and to enable his Lordship to issue instruc- 
tions for the ex-Raja"s reception at Benares. 1 beg, liowever, that my 
Colleagues will do me the favour freely to record their sentiments on every 
part ol' them. 

16. I have much pleasure in stating, that I have received the same cordial 
assistance from the Resident, Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans, during my second 
visit to Sattara, as I experienced during- the first. The Resident’s poj^ition has 
become much changed by recent events, and his duties are now more Extensive, 
arduous, and responsible. 8ome addition to his establishment is called for, 
and the personal remuneration which he now receives appears to me insuffi- 
cient; but, on this subject, 1 shall shortly submit my opinion in a separate 
minute. 

17 . 1 cannot conclude without recording my conviction, that the ineasiircs 
which have been taken to give importance to the accession of the Raja of 
Sattara are calculated to produce the best effect throughout the country, and 
to impress the Raja most favourably towards the British Government, 'fhe 
thousands oi’ people who repaired from a distance to witness the ceremony of 
liis inauguration appeared by their demeanour to be highly gratified at'the 
event; and by the attention shewn to his Highness on siicli an occasion, it; 
will have the effect, which I anticipated, of giving weight, to his Government, 
and enabling him to perform the duties attached to his station with confidence 
in its stability. 

IS. These proceedings to be submitted to the Sefcret Committee as early as 
practicable. 

(Signed) J. R. Caunac. 

Mahableshwur, 

25th November 1839. 


MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

Dated QSih November 1839. 

(Subscribed to by the Board.) 

1 . In mv minute of the 25th instant, I stated, that I considered that the 
llesidejit’s establishment was insuflficient, and that, with reference to liis in- 
creased duties and responsibility, he is inadequately remunerated. 

2. Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans’s present letter anticipates the first of tliese 
subjects. He merely represents, how^lijlf, the insufficiency ot liis est:ii>hsli- 
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ment generally ; but, I think, he sfiould be requested to report to what extent 
it ought to be augmented. The Secretary in attendance will request him to 
do so. 

•3. The Resident suggests, that the increased expense shall be borne by the 
Jagheerdars, on the ground that the increased duties devolving on him are 
chiefly occasioned by their being placed entirely under the protection and 
control of the British Government. 


SATTAR. 
PA PI :R is’. 

Minute 
bv tlio Govct*t 
28 Nov. im 


4. Some weight is due to this ; but still I doubt the expediency of the 
suggestion. The Jaglieerdars are certainly likely to be considerable gainers 
by the recent change ; hut it must be remembered, that we have allowed the 
.Raja to retain undiininished all the rights, claims, and advantages, which the 
former Raja derived from these chiefs. I tinnk, therefore, tlie Sattara 
Government should provide for the additional establishment which may be 
necessary, or allow tlte expense to be deducted from the amount he receives 
annually from these chiefs. Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans^s opinion should, how- 
ever, be called for on this subject, when the reference suggested in the second 
paragraph is made. 

5. In regard to the Resident’s allow^ances, he now receives six hundred 
rupees per mensem in addition to his military allowances ; which seems, as I 
before have stated, quite inadequate to his present position. 

(), Although the arrangement in regard to the Jaglieerdars is the principal 
cause of* this increase of* duties, the increase will be general ; for, with refer- 
ence to the present Raja, the Kesidetil’s position, for some time to come, will 

approximate to wliat Captain Grant’s was in the time of the former Raja. 

• 

7. I thiu'cfore propose, that we should recommend to the Governor General 
of India, that an additional allowance of five hundred rupees per mensem 
should be granted to Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans ; and that, with reference to the 
extent of duties and the eminent ability wdth which he has performed them, 
this increase be made retrospective to the date of* the treaty with the present 
Raja, namely, the 4th September last. 

8. 1 am however of* opinion, that this allowance should be made personal, 
and not general. When the affairs of Sallara are reduced to order, and the 
numerous disputes prevailing among the Jaghcerdars themselves, and between 
them and the Government, are settled, the Resident’s duties will then become 
less onerous, and his succes.sor may be placed on the old footing. 

JJ. It may become a question, whether the increased expense should be borne 
by tlic British or the Sattara Government; but this may be left to the deter- 
mination of the Governor General of India. 


iiSth November 1839* 


(Signed) 


J. R. Caknac, 


MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR, 

Dated Q9th November 1839- 
(Concurred in by the Board.) 

1. From personal observation I can state, that this reform is highly desir- 
able. The corps alluded to consists of about 1,100 men; from whom, I 
think, it would be exceedingly difficult to select four hundred efficient nieu 
fit for duty : the remainder consist of aged and worn-out men and boys. The 
expense incurred is enormous, and the reform proposed will combine both 
efficiency and economy. 

I think the aid solicited by the Raja should be extended to him; My 
only doubt is, whctlier a separate officer ought not to be granted ; but, as the 
present jifoposition is more economical, I am willing to accede to it. The 
two Native officers applied for may |be granted. 


Alijiute* 

by the Governo 
29 Nov. 18^9:.: 
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S. For the reasons stated in the last paragraph of Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans’s 
letter, I think the StafflofBcer at Sattara should be exempted from the rule 
alluded to. 

4. One benefit which will result from these measures Is, that it will enable 
us, on an emergency, to dispense with a considerable portion of our own troops 
ordinarily stationed at Sattara. When this local corps has become elficicnt, 
the llaja will not require so large a number of our troops for the protection of 
his country. 

5. I am happy to observe, that the Raja proposes to provide otherwise for 
such men as may be found unfit for service in the corps on its new footing. 

6. It should be observed to the Resident, that great care and caution should 
be observed at first in endeavouring to make this corps efficient. The men 
should be kindly treated, and not too much harassed by drill, but gradually 
brought into a reasonable degree of discipline. 

7. Copy of this letter should be sent to the Governor General and to the 
Secret Committee. 

(Signed) J. R. Carnac. 

i29th November 1839. 


-iinutf by Mi\ 
^W. Antltirson, 
^9 Nov. 1839. 


MINUTE BY MR. G. W. ANJ^ERSON, 

Dated QQth November 1839. 

4 . 

For the present, I would not advise proceedings to bo taken in thc<Suprcine 
Court, for the possession of the vessel on the part of the present Raja. 


But 1 think it would be advisable, for the interests of the }>re,sent Raja, and 
to prevent pcriiaps difficult questions of law, to formally declare all property 
the late Raja possessed at the time of his detlironomeut to be the property of 
tlie present Rajaj and then, out of it, to make such an appro})riatioii to the 
late Raja, as may either have been promised, or that it may be found just to 
give him. This done, it would then be easy to determine the course to be 
pursued in I'cgard to the vessel, the subject of the present discussion. 


29tli November 1839- 


(Signed) G. W. Anderson. 


^Minute by MINUTE BY MR. JAMES PARISH, 

Jjimes Frinsb, 

i D;’r;. 1839. Dcitcd 3(1 December 1839. 

I have only to record my concurrence in the measures adopted at the instal- 
j lation of the Raja, and for the removal of the ex-Raja tp Benares, as wx‘11 as 

on the several measures since proposed to be adopted. 

(Signed) J. Farisii. 

3d December 1839. 


by Mr, 
Doc-. 1839. 


MINUTE BY MR. G. W. ANDERSON, 

Dated 4}ib December 1839. 

I etitircly concur in the measures taken by the Honourable the Governor, 
on his Visit to Sattara for the purpose of the installation of the Raja. Every 
step seems to have been most appropriate ; and, I do not doubt, the most be- 
neficial effects will result from the part taken bv the Honourable the Governor 
on the occasion. 


In 
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In respect to the property which was found in the Palaces and the State on 
the dethronement, 1 have, in another minute, expressed an opinion, that such 
property should be at once declared to be the property of the new Kaja, from 
wjiich such appropriation should be made to the cx-Ilaja as may cither have 
bpen promised or may seem just. 

I< would seem from the Acting Advocate-GeneraPs letter, that we have the 
power to make this declaration ; and I believe that, by making it, many per- 
plexing questions will be saved. 

(Signed) G. W. Anderson. 

lah December 1839. 


S ATTAR/ 
rAFKKS 

Minute by M 
G. W. Ander: 
4 Dec. 
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MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR GENERAL, 

Dated 9Qth April 1837. 

I have detained the papers connected with the alleged delinquencies of the 
Raja of Sattara for a longer period than I had intended, from the daily 
exj)ectation of such further information as miglit enable us to form a better 
opinion than we can at present of the measures which may best be adopted. 

The proceedings of the Commission have left no doubt in my mind of the 
guilt of the Raja, to the extent, at least, of countenancing an attempt to 
seduce from their allegiance two Native officers of the British army. The 
evidence is clear, as well directly from the officers themselves, as by the 
confirmation of many collateral circumstances; and it is in no degree w^eakened 
by the defence wliich the Raja has himself set up. At the same time, tlie pvidence 
before the Commission would lead to tlie bcliefj that the plot (if matured and 
regularly concerted plot there were) was confined to the narrowest limits, and 
that the Ra]a, in weakness or in folly (almost, as is insinuated in some of 
these papers, in insanity), lent himself to visions, and to schemes of ambition 
and disturbance, with no clear or definite meaning and intcniiori. 

But he is no less guilty ; and hostility to the British power, to whom he is 
indebted for every thing he has, is monstrous and unpardonable. Sir Robert 
Grant appears to me to lay it down more broadly than 1 shoidd admit, that, 
from fear of imputations on the purity of our motives, we arc, in cases such as 
these, to abstain from the plain course of resuming to ourselves territories 
and power, which those who have been by us entrusted with tlicm are 
endeavouring to use to our destruction ; and 1 see no reason why such treason 
should not recoil upon those who contrive it, and be made, at the same time, 
a source of additional strength to ourselves. 

My impression upon reading the first papers was, that the reigning Raja 
being guilty, and every presumption existing that the remainder of his family 
ami the great majority of his Court were innocent and unconscious of his 
evil doing.s, the best and more moderate course would be, to set the present 
Raja aside, and put his brother, or other best qualified member of his family, 
in his stead ; taking, however, the opportunity of reducing the amount of 
military force which should be maintained by any Raja, and providing for the 
support of a body of' horse, under British officers, from the revenues of the 
Sattara Stale. But the later papers have tended very much to shake the 
confidence which I was disposed to have in the innocence of Appa Sahib, 
the brother of the Raja, and of others who have exercised influence in the 
Government of that state. In the petition of the mother of Govind Row, there 
is an air of earnestness and of truth which, at least, would justify further 
investigation ; and if the whole of the Rajahs family should be seriously and 
directly implicated in acts of treason, I should not hesitate to recommend that 
they be at once set aside, and that the territory be annexed to the British 
empire. 

The case, however, is not yet ripe for decision ; and 1 should not have 
' ventured to write upon it at present, if it were not that the Right Honourable 
the Governor seems to doubt upon the course which he should pursue, 
pending the receipt of instructions fron||||he Supreme Government, 


If 



MINUTES OF^THE GOVERNMENT OF INDIA. 331 

If the Council, therefore, should concur with me in the general views SATTAEt 
which I have taken of this case, 1 think that they should be communicated to 
the Government of Bombay, witli instructions, that such investigations be Minutely V 
pursued or instituted, as may confirm or expose the allegations contained in Governor Gen- 
tjie petition of the mother of Govind Row. 1 think, too, that the Government 2!) April 1ft; 
of ^Bombay should be required to put us in possession of the details of the 
disputes which have existed between the Raja and his Jagheerdars, and of the 
complaints winch he made thereupon, and that the prisoners must, for the 
present, be detained in confinement as state prisoners. 

(Signed) Auckl an d, 

^29 April 1837. 

I concur. 

(Signed) A. Ross. 

I entirely concur in the measure now proposed to be taken. 

(Signed) W. Mouison, 

II. Shakespear. (^see separate note.) 


MINUTE BY MR. H. SHAKESPEAR, Minute by 

• Mr. M.SIuikcspi 

Dated 11/A May 1837. ’’ 

' On the Sattama Conspiracy 

I cannot agree with the Bombay Government, that it is expedient to adopt 
a middle course in this case. 

If the Raja is guilty, he is guilty of an offence with which tl^ere should be 
no comj)roinise. I1ie Bombay Government convict the Raja of attempting to 
corrupt the fidelity of our troops, and of plotting the subversion of our rule 
(to say nothing of an item in the plot, according to the Bralimiifs account, that 
the European troops were to be got rid of by bribing the bakens to poison 
their bread , and yet propose to leave him in the possession of [)ower to renew 
these attempts, whenever his plans may be better organized tlian they were 
on the late occasion. 

For my part, I am not satisfied with the evidence against the Raja, and 
would therefore acquit him altogether, instead of adopting the half-measure 
whicl), in my humble judgment, even supposing him to be guilty, is neither 
reconcilable with public justice nor with sound policy. It is, no doubt, 
difficult to dive.st the affair of all suspicion : but when we reflect on the utter 
want of basis (as far as we yet know) on which the plot could have been 
founded, the improbable manner in which the Brahmin (Untajee) commenced 
his seduction of the Soobadars, the total unworthiness of his evidemee, the 
discrepancies between the stories first told by the Soobadars and their 
subsequent depositions before the Commissioners, and the absurd terms in 
which the Raja is said to have announced to the Soobadars the signs of 
coming events, I confess I look in vain for any thing tangible or solid, in the 
shape of proof, for my mind to rest upon. 

I do not understand on what principle the Commissioners, as stated in the 
ninth paragraph of their report, abstained from cross-questioning the Native 
officers, as to the discrepancies in their original depositions compared with 
those given before them. In all judicial inquiries much weight is justly-attached 
to such comparisons, it being supposed that a witness is more likely to speak 
correctly when first examined, while particulars are fresh in his memory, than 
after tlie lapse of time. The Commissioners say: A process of this kind 
“ would undoubtedly detect various discrepancies, omissions, and additions, 

•'on the part of the witnesses; but only sucli as, we think, might bejex-** 

“ pected from persons narrating events occupying a period of nearly three 

months, and consequently not, in <|ur opinion, affecting the general merits 
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■|SATTAUA of the case.” The Commissioners go on to observe, that their confidence in 
i the evidence of the Native officers was corroborated by one of’ them having kept 

; Minute by a journal. On a reference, however, to that journal, it will also be found not 

v.H.Shakespear, to agree in some particulars with their depositions. ^ 

11 May 1837. j gjiall content myself by supplying, on one or two (as they appear to me) 
material points, the omission of the Commissioners, in support of the opit\ion 
^ I have proved, that the evidence of the Soobadars is not entitled to credit. 

I cannot, however, omit to notice, in the first place, the extreme improfaa« 
bility of their story, as to the commencement of their intercourse with the 
Brahmin. We learn from Capt. Liddells evidence, that the Brahmin was in 
the habit of frequenting the camp and his premises two years before. Is it 
likely that, under such circumstances, the Brahmin siioiild be an utter stranger 
to the Soobadars or the Soobadars to him ? Is it not incredible, that without 
■ the sliglitest previous communication, without sounding his man or feeling his 

way at all, a perfect stranger should propose to another perfect stranger to join 
in a conspiracy, and by repeated acts, susceptible of prooti to place his life at 
the mercy of the former? This remark applies equally to all three Native 
officers who were invited, without the sliglitest ceremony or proposition, to 
take a share in the Brahmin’s most treasonable proposals. 

Then, as to discrepancies, it is deserving of notice, that in their first deposi- 
tions, the Native officers made no mention of a servant having given them 
pawn on their first visit to the Dewan j nor is the seVvant alluded to in the 
Soobadar Goolzar Missur’s journal. 

In detailing their visit to the Ilaja, the Soobadars, in their first examination, 
said he W'as alone (and so it is also entered in the Soobadars’ journal) ; in their 
subsequent depositions, that there was a woman in the room. Slioogolam says, 
the Dewan asked who she was : the Raja said she was an old woman, and 
ordered her to go away. Goolzar Missur says, she ran away on their entering 
the apartment. 

In regard to the Dewan^s servant (who gave evidence), the omission of so 
material a circumstance as his being a witness to their first interview with the 
Dewan cannot fail to excite, in the mind of any one accustomed to sift Native 
evidence, a suspicion that he has been brought forward to fill up a link in the 
chain of swearing against the Dewan, which, without bis evidence, might have 
been insufficient. 

1 suspect the old woman was introduced upon the stage for the same pur- 
pose. Had opportunity been given, there would have been no difficulty in 
getting an old woman to swear that she saw the Soobadars enter the Raja’s 
apartment, and then vanished; which would have been just enough, in apoli- 
tical inquiry, to amount to corroborative evidence. 

A good deal of stress is laid by the Commissioners on the Soobadars stating 
that the Raja was said to be desponding on account of a letter received from 
Captain Hand ; that rumours were afloat of a disturbance at Sattara, the lact 
of Captain Hand having written so to an officer of the palace having been ascer- 
tained. But it is to be observed, that the Soobadars learned this from the 
Brahmin, of whose intimacy with persons of the palace there seems up rcason- 
to doubt ; and, if my suspicions are well-founded, that this intrigue has been got 
up by the Brahmin and the Soobadars, the information given by the former to 
the latter amounts to nothing at all. 

If it is asked, why I suppose such an intrigue possible ? I answer, that it ap- 
pears from Colonel Lodwick s letter, paragraph seven, of the 13th August 1 836, 
that attempts had been made some months before to prejudice the Resident 
against the Raja, but that, notwithstanding his informant* was highly respec- 
tuble, he attached no importance to the information. He did not even think 
it deserving of report to bis Government, though it was apparently almost as 
susceptible of proof as this story of the Brahmin. 

From this I infer, that there are not wanting persons about the palace ini- 
mical to the Raja, who would rejoice at his degradation, and who would not 

hesitate 

* At page 70 of tlie Commissioners* report, we 6nd this informant to be an intimate acquaintance 
of the Kaja*s brotlier, Appa Sahib, who is on bad terms with the Uaja. 
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hesitate to effect it at any cost. It is with great reluctance that 1 have brought 
myself to the persuasion, that the Soobadars are parties to such a conspiracy. 
I would fain have thought that they might have been imposed upon by the 
Brahmin, and that lie might have passed off some persons as the Dewan and 
Haja upon tlicm; but they have identified the Dewan, and 1 believe Iiim as 
Iktie culpable as the Raja. 

Having gone through all the papers, I have been induced to record iny 
o])inion upon them while fresh in my memory. Should the further incjuirif's 
suggested l)y the Governor General lead to the production of less excepiionahle 
evidence of the Raja’s guilt, my opinion will of course he open to revision ; 
but, as far as the 'widence now goes, I am bound to say, I deem it wholly 
insuflicient for the conviction and punishment either of the Raja <»r tlie 
Dewan. 

1 concur with the Governor General, that instructions should be sent, not 
only to inquire into the allegations contained in the petition siid to h:i\e been 
forwarded to Bombay by the De wean’s mother, but abv) to aseeitain, in the Hist 
place, whether such a petition was really sent by her. It is dat<‘d l!ic (dtli 
December lR3t>, and was received on the (>th March last. Mr. Secretary 
Wathcii, in a marginal note, says, it came by the Roona post, and ‘*jI appears 
‘‘ as if the poison sending it had been obliged to wait a hivoiirahle oppoitunity 

i’or sending it without observation.” 

The Honibay (jovernnient seem to entertain no doubt whatever that the 
petition is a genuine document ; yet, really, when we con>.iiler that it is nothing 
less than a mother’s evidence to the guilt of her sou, some little hesitation may 
be allowed to lecciving it witliout])roof of its authenticity. 

(Signed I 11. SiivMspr.AU. 

11th ]Vlay 1837. 

MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR GENERAL, 

Daied 20/A Alay 1837. 

Mr. Shakespear’s examination of the evidence taken bi'forc the Conimissioneis 
at Salta*' has not altcreil iny opinion, or convinced me tiiat any clonbt should 
be ent' .allied of the guilt ot‘ the Raja; at least, to the extent statcil in my 
former niinnlc. He has, indeed, pointed out certain contradictions in tlie 
evidenre taken ; and I might jK'rhaps wish, with him, that in some instances 
cross-examination had been carried further, and that the investigation li.ul 
been more complete; but 1 am afraid that we shall in vain have to seek, in 
any complicated inquiry, a total absence of contrailiclion in a long chain of* 
native evidence, and 1 should always with extreme unwillingness adiqit a con- 
clusion dr^wn from the pcnisal ol‘ a written report, in rejeetion of one to 
which an noiiest and well-constituted tiibunal has been led upon :i v/rd roct; 
examination of udtnesse.s. In tiu' present instance, the Cominissiuners eonsisied 
o'* oiiicgis of* high character and experience, the iiiquiiy was patieiill>, laho- 
rl )n^ly, and dispassionately eondiicted, and the verdict has been contidently 
g ven. But a clue to a new cncumstance as bearing iijioii this case has been 
li iiiid, and it is dcsiralilc tliat the inquiry be resumed, in the hope that lijhi 
i^iay be thrown upon whatever is }et obscure jn regaid to it. 'J’o this exieni 
I agieo with Mr. vShakespear ; and in revising (he iliaft ot letter to the (joverii- 
ment of Ronibay, I have endeavoured to shap(‘ it so that it may meet his 
views, as well as (hose of the other members of the Council. 

(Signed) Alcklam). 

*JOth May 1837? 

Mr. i'buutt' upon the SattuM Cbiicpiracy. 
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MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR GENERAL, 

Dated flSd December 1838. 

I 

]. 1 have carefully considered the voluminous papers’^ which have now been 
submitted in this case, and proceed, in conformity with the intimation in nhc 
recent despatch of* the Honourable Court, to slate my opinion on the whole 
subject. In doinji^ this, 1 am glad to lind myself relieved from the necessily 
of entering at any length on the details of the several charges against the Raja, 
by the Hoar and able summaries of the evidence upon each charge, which arc 
contained in ihc minutes of the late Right Honourable the Governor of l>om- 
bay, and the other members of that Governincnt. 


2, 1 may premise but a few words on the feeling of the Bombay Gov<'rn- 
inent, that there has been inconsistency, on the pait of the Supremo Govern- 
ment, in its views of the manner in which the case against the Kaja generally 
should be treated. Perhaps such an imputation might be urged witli some 
apparent triitli, although, in tact, the views of the Governor (jeneral in Coun- 
cil weie only varied as the case gradually assumed a new complexion. I may 
refer to the minutes recorded by me in April anti Octoboi 1S,S7, as jiroving 
that the further inquiries, which were authorized about the former ot* those 
periods, wore intended chiefly to ascertain what members of the royal f'amily 
were implicated with him in the offence of* tampering with the Sepoys, and 
that a maiked distinction was taken between investigations bearing cliieetly on 
that one original charge, and those subsequently instituted, in so many diflereni 
quarters, on other collateral topics. When these new investigations were pio- 
posed to be extended from the neighbourhood of Saflaia itself tr> mlunuoub 
and distant Native states ; when, on the supposition of* conreah'd plots, leqni- 
silions for evidence, marking a general suspicion and mistrust, vverc^ '•(‘ut^fo all 
pajts of India, as the alarm spread of vague accusation, and a<‘fs ofevtiaoidi- 
narv iigoiir were losorted to for the purpose of* obtaining evidence, tlie pio- 
cccdings could scarcely be looked upon without appiehcnsioii, and t]i<‘ Supreme 
Government felt itself bound to check their progiess. It has been a satisfac- 
tion to me to loam, that the instiuctions which were issued in tin’s spiiit ha\e 
now been sanctioned by the high authority of tlie Honourable (^ourt. 


3, TJie grave inconveniences of a course of’ anxious and minute scrutiny 
into the possible plots and intrigues of the Native states are indeeil very 
obvious. The futility of the schemes themselves, and the tlivcrsion of time 
anti attention, in th<‘ search after them, from the bettev objects of (ioveniment, 
ait' points that need not be insisted on. Nor can if lie necessary to tlwcll on 
the unw'orthy labour of following out the petty and intricate ramifications of’ 
such intrigues, or on the questionable expedients which must be employed, in 
the effoit to expose the true meaning and intention of jrioceedmgs coverctl 
witli inysteiy and obscurity. I would more strongly fix attention on the 
effect which seems to be justly dreaded from investigations of this kind, by the 
Honourable GourU of injuring the character of our Government for modera- 
tion, security, and strength. In this instance of the Sattara investigations, as 
observed by me in a former minute, “in an aftair of no real importance^ to our 
“power, the idea of mistrust and insecurity, on the part of the British (lovern- 
“ nient, ma) have been spread fiom Rajpootana to Madras and Malabar.’* And 
after all these evils and risks shall have been incurred, and the iiivcsfigatioiis 
are at length brought to a close, when all is probed, and detected, ami laid 
bare, the serious practical difficulty remains, by which we must in this case, 
though perhaps, Irom incidental circumstances, in a less degree than on other 
occasions, he embarrassed. It being known that the secret has been discovered, 
it may be impolitic not to take notice of that, from vvliicii, had \vc continued 
in real or atfected ignorance of it, we should have sustained no harm. Yet, by 
w hat process, and with what impression upon the public mind, is the guilty 

state 
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state to be tried, condemned, and punished ? When a great Government, like 
that of the British in India, directs its vengeance, however justly, against a 
helpless dependent neighbour, and when it cannot avoid the appearance of 
being prosecutor and judge in its own cause, we must not be surprised if its 
motives and actions arc widely misconstrued. And how can a suspected 
puince be fairly tried in his own dominions if left in the possession of sovereign 
povicr? Yet, can he be brought to trial, without at least the plausible impu- 
tation of prejudice and injustice, after the open ignominy of a deposition, 
however avowedly provisional and temporary ? 

4*. All these arc points which ought to be seriously thought of, before any 
of our Indian Governments commits itself in measures of inquiry regarding a 
supposed treasonable conduct on the part of the Native }>rinces connected 
witli it. In the present case, however, the difficulties to which I alluded, in 
whatever degree they may exist in it, must, I apprehend, in some manner or 
other be encountered ; for 1 am well satisfied, that the inquiry has been car- 
ried through to results, which it would not be wise or fitting that we should 
treat otherwise than as demanding a firm sti*ictness and vigour of procedure. 

5. In my minute of the 27 th April 1837, I observed, “ The proceedings of 
' ‘‘ the Commission have left no doubt in my mind of the guilt of the Uaja, to 
‘‘ the extent, at least, of countenancing an attempt to seduce from their alle- 

glance two Native officers of the British army and it was added in 4nother 
part of the same paper, I see no reason why such treason should not recoil 

upon those who contrived it, and be made, at the same time, a source of 
“ additional strength to ourselves.** It is now also my painful duty to state, 
that I am compelled to concur in the unanimous opinion of the Government of 
Bombay^ that tlie two other principal charges preferred against the Kaja, and 
esjieciallj* the first of them, appear, from the evidence obtained by the acting 
Jlesident at Sattara, to be fully established, namely — . 

^Ist. His treasonous intercourse with the authorities at Goa. 

2d. His treasonous intercourse with the ex-Uaja of Nagporc. 

(i. However wild and nearly incredible the intrigues alleged in these two 
cases seem to be, the proof of their existence appears to be no less clear and 
irrefragable. Tliut the Portuguese of Goa should wrest India from the British 
])Ower ; that Ajipa Sahib, living almost destitute and in restraint, should raise 
twenty lacs to enable the Portuguese to restore him to the throne of Nagpore ; 
that Portugal, France, and Austria, are to contribute their battalions to the 
suj)port of Sattara — all these things may look rather like tlic dream of delirium 
than the overt iiiacliinations of treason. Yet that the ignorant ambition and 
malignity of the Jiaja have been duped by insane speculations and deceitful 
promises of lliis character, tliere remain^ 1 fear, little room to doubt. 

7. It is sliewn, likewise, that the llaja, so far from liaving a just sense of the 
fiivours whicli liave been heaped upon him by the British CTOVcrmnent, is bit- 
terly discontented with his position, that he claims the original greatness of the 
house of his ancestor Sevajec, that he or his confidants and nearest partizans 
complain of faith liaving been broken with them, and that they have even the 
shameful ingratitude of accusing bis early and steady benefactor, Mr. Elphin- 
stone', of deception and falsehood. 

S. It is principally by these two circumstances, of the high offence of tam- 
pering with our Native troops, and the insatiable and reckless ambition by 
wliich he appears to be guided, which would render any middle or amicable 
course of proceeding with him probably quite fruitless, that 1 think that th© 
iitode of dealing with this case is rendered more direct and plain. We are 
called upon, 1 feel, by very strong considerations of jiropriety and expediency, 
to bring tne guilt of the Raja to the test of a final proofs by the best and most 
just process which can be devised j and then, if he should have been unable to 
exculpate himself, to remove him from a throne .of* which he will have shewn ^ 
himself to be eraiueiitly undeserving. 
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9. The extent to which’ we are committed, by guarantees of protection to 
individuals who have given information against the Raja, merits attention, 
though but in a minor degree, as an argument for not seeking to leave him in 

, the possession of an authority, whicli it would too probably be his object to 
employ for their ruin, on every opening that might present itself to him. 

10. I would by no means subscribe to the opinion which would appear'to 

be supported in some of the minutes of the members of the Uoinbay G of em- 
inent, that magnanimity in pardoning an oflcnce of a weak ally is not, in dii*- 
ferent cases which may he readily contemplated, to be at all viewed as a suit- 
able and expedient policy. Here, however, where there arc several ilistinct 
acts of offence, one of them of* the gravest nature, and all springing from a 
deep-rooted spirit of resistance and aversion to the British supremacy, the con- 
clusion is, as 1 have avowed, forced upon me, that measures of leniency and 
conciliation would be perfectly inapplicable. * 

11. It is not necessary to establish it as a fixed rule, “that the British Go- 
“ vernment cannot depose any prince not taken jlagranic hcllo^ except through 
“ the medium of a formal trial.”* But in this instance, if the Raja should 
eventually demand to be confronted with the witnesses against him and to be 
placed on his trial, or even if he should not himself make that demand, but the 
written explanation or defence, which I would propose in 4hc first instance to* 
require from him, sliould seem, as it very jiossibly may, to leave a necessity for 
some further proceeding, there may perhaps be no alternative to such a mode 
of final examination and disposal of the case, however cumbrous, dilatory, and 
inconvenient it must be felt to be. Commissioners of high rank and character 
from the other Presidencies, if necessary, might be assembled for the purpose. 
Detailed orders w^ould in sucli a case, if we are forced to the measure, be 
necessary on the precise mode of trial, and all the other circumstanccis attend- 
ing the j)rocedure, to which allusion is made in the letters from Bombay, But 
it would be premature to enter at all upon those points at present. 

12. As the first step, I would, as suggested by Sir Robert Grant, request that 
.the Raja sliould be furnislied with a written statement, embodying a full and 
clear detail of the facts connected with the several charges, and ol‘ the names 
(witii any reservations winch may be absolutely lequired for the safety of the 
party) of the witnesses by whom they are proved, with a notice of' the circum- 
stances under which the evidence was obtained, and call for from him, within 
a certain reasonable time to be fixed, a similar written statement of whatever 
he may desire to urge in his owm behalf. The Acting Resident will, of course, 
take care, by every means in his power, to see that his guarantees to witnesses 
are, in letter and spirit, fully maintained. 

13. 1 should think .the above measure, as a preliminary one, preferable to 
the course of giving to the Raja a memorandum of each distin.ct portion of 
oral or written evidence against him, the result of which might be much con- 
fused, and unnecessary prolixity in the reply. When that reply shall have 
reached me, I would judge from the tenor of it, whetlier it would he advisable 
to go on at once to any f'uiTlier ])roceediiig, or to await a further communi* 
cation from the Honourable (]!oiirt ; to whom, of course, as well as to the 
Supreme Government in India, the reply would be immediately commu- 
nicated. 

' Sii'.idd the Raja he found finally guilty, I would not (to use the expression 
of my former minutes) “abstain from tlie plain course of resuming to ourselves 
“ territories and power, wliicii those wlio liave been by us intrusted with them 
“ arc endeavouring to use to our destruction.” There is, in this case, no one 
to whoiw tile sovereignty could he tranferred, excepting Appa Saliib, tlie Rajajs 
brother, and tiicre is nothing in his character or claims to entitle him to the 
immense and gratuitous advantage. On tliis point, however, 1 would solicit 
ihe special and earliest instructions of the Honourable Court, who will now 
have ah tlie arguments oil this part of the case before them, (topics of all the 
. " proceedings 

See paragraph 54, minute of Sir It. Grant of May 31, 1838. 
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proceedings and minutes at Bombay have been already communicated to the 
Honourable Court ; and I have to request, that a copy of this minute, and of 
the instructions which may be founded upon it, may also be transmitted by 
the next steam despatch. 

>5. I think it right to request from the Governor in Council at Bombav, 
a brief separate report ol' all that is established respecting the connections of 
Dr. Milne with this affair, in wiiicl), as an old servant and pensioner of the 
Government, he appears to have taken a very improper part, with their opinion, 
as to the notice which his conduct may deserve. 

in. I cordially concur in the applause which has been bestowed by the Go- 
vernor in Council on the ability and industry with vvhicli ■Lieutcnaiit-Colonel 
Uvans has discharged the duty imposed upon him, as Acting llesident at Sat- 
tara, in the j)rosecution and report of these investigations. 

(Signed) Auckland. 

Simla, Dec. 23, 1838. 


MINUTE BY THE GOVERNOR GENERAL, 

Dated 9Qth December 1838. 

1. I have attentively considered the new reference made to me upon the 
Sattara case, and feel very great difficulty in deciding upon it. 

2. Xlic reasons urged by the Resilient, and concurred in by the Governor 
in CoLirii'il, are sufficient to satisfy me, that it would not be right to persevere 
in the course which I had previously recommended, and to present to the 
Raja *11 written statement of the charges and the proofs against him, calling 
upon him for an answer. It is anticipated by the Resident, that this course 
would lay the Government open to such proceedings on the part of the Raja 
and Ids advisers, as could only lead to fresh embarrassments, and would, at 
the same time, expose every witness whose evidence has been given to cruel 
persecution. 

3. Tlie course wliich has been next recommended as open to the Govern- 
ment is, tile suspension of the Raja from his functions of sovereignty, and the 
a])poiiitment of a commission to sit in judgment u[)on idm. The siis])ension 
of a person so placed as is the Raja of Sattara, against whom a strong primd 

case has been established, and whose conduct appears from every report 
to be unscrupulously vindictive, seems, in the event of a new trial to be de- 
cided upon, to be essential to the protection of witnesses, and to the lairncss 
of proceeding on the part of liie accusation. Yet the measiue would wear a 
harsh appearance, and be argued as a predetermination to convict. Notwith- 
standing, however, these objections,* it appears to be essential, as a preliminary 
to any proceeding bearing the character of a final trial. 

4. 'The tribunal for trial might, pcrlutps, be best consLituted, by tlie appoint- 
ment of three of the most iin])arrial anti experienceii mombeis of the services, 
whom it would probably he expedient to take from Madras and Bengal. But 
1 confess that, looking to the manifold inconveniences of such a mode of* 
trial, to the measures of importance and to the subjects of interest and excite- 
ment by whiclfthe Government is already occupied, and especially, to the |ios- 
sibility that no part of this course would be approved b^^ the Honourable 
Court, I cannot bring myself to recommend its immediate adoption., 

5. There is inconvenience, no doubt, in the postponement of a decisive mea- 
sure ; but this inconvenience would be as nothing, compared with that of the 
announcement of a measure such as has bi eii proposcti, with any hazard be- 
fore us of its being ultimately interrupted and rejected. 

6- I am the more impressed with this feeling, as, while I am myself satisfied 
ol* the treachery and extravagant machinations of the Raja, I can conceive 
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29 Dec. 1838. security. The general view taken by the Court, in the first instance, of ^this 

case, was (as ex))ressed in a despatch received from them some few months 
back) decidedly unfavourable to a protracted investigation of it. The impres- 
^ sion made cm them hy the voluminous evidence since collected has not been 
communicated, nor have I yet received an intimation, which I would now 
especially request, of the opinion formed on it hy the Honourable the President 
in Council. The entire evidence was sent home with dcspatclies from the 
Hoinbay Government, which were probably forwarded in September last. My 
conclusions on that evidence, and iny suggestions on tlie mode of disposing of 
tlib case, were conveyed to the Court in a despatch of the 1st October, and 
the ))resent reports of the Resident, and niimites of tlie members of the Bom- 
bay Government, were transmittcil from that Presidency hy the mail of De- 
cember. Under these circumstances the Home Authorities will have had the 
whole subject f ully placed before them ; and while the statement of their sen- 
timents on it may be ex))ected at no remote date, I am satisfied, reluctant as 1 am 
to leave 1 he Rombay Goverjinicnt subject to the incoii vein'cncc of petty intrigues, 
that it will be on every account prudent and fitting, to refrain from a j)roceed- 
ing wliich might be censured as premature and unsatisfactory, and from which 
a retreat could scarcely be otherwise than very discreditable and embarrassing. 


7 . 1 would therefore submit these observations, by the steam-packet now 
under preparation, for the immediate orders of‘the Honourable Court, ^.recj nest- 
ing their attention to the opinions which I have indicated, and , soliciting 
such instructions as it may be deemed expedient to coiiniuinicate, for the 
guidance of the Local Government, on the points to which tl)ey relate, as well 
as on all others connected with tlie mode of trial — if a final trial should be 
judged proper — and with the policy to be observed in the event of the Raja 
being found guilty. Tlie Court may, if they deem it fit, forward their instruc- 
tions direct, so as to save lime, to the Governor in Council at Bombay, in 
whose anxiety for a complete and early settlement of the question thqy will, 
no doubt, fully participate. 


8 A coyiy of this minute will also be forwarded without delay to Ids Honour 
in Council at Bombay, and to Calcutta for the consideration of the Honourable 
the President in Council. 


Camp at Lahore, 
29tb December 1838. 


( Signed) Auckland. 
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It would be superfluous to attempt to add anything to the masterly analysis 
of the evidence coliccteil in this extraordinary case, contained in the various 
minutes of the late lamented Governor of Bombiiy, especially that of the 5th 
May 1838. 

It has occurred to me, however, after perusing the voluminous records before 
us, that 1 may lighten the labour of my Colleagues, by merely bringing the 
leading particulars of the transaction into one continuous narrative. 

Tlie most prominent actor throughout this long and zealously-maintained 
intrigue was a Mahratta, named Firthswaroop Rajeshree Nagoba Nana Waecd, 
who is designated in the evidence by the two last of this string of names, being 
called generally Nana Waeed, or, more briefly, Nana. He is also called Nago 
Deorao in the Bombay minutes. 

lie was the son of the court physician at Poona,* and his father seems to 

have 
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have stood well in the cx.?eishwa*s favour. On tlie fall of that potentate, 
Nana Waeed became a soldier of fortune, and served for some time in one of 
o\ir corps of Irregular Horse at Poona.* He accompanied, cither as an inde- 
pendent adventurer, or as one of a llisala, the expediiiun wliieh went against 
KiUoor towards the end of 1821. j 

Within a few months after the fall of Kittoor,'}; which took place on the otii 
December 1824, he must have turned his steps towards Sattara, where be had 
a maternal uncle, named Ballojec Pnnt,-^ who introducetl him to one with 
whom he was on terms of intimacy, and who seems to have been the j)arent of 
tlie plot which we are now engaged in unravelling. 'J'his person was ihc 
Sw’amee of Siiiikcshwur,l| a man of great reputed sanctity, and consequent 
influence in tlie Southern Mahratta provinces, where he helii a small domain, 
consisting often villages, in the immediate vicinity of the temple which stands 
below the Gliauts, on the road leading iroin Goa to Sattara. 11c died, it iffey 
be as well to remark, in April 1837. At this meeting, in the early part of 
1825, a person named Atmaram lihult^i seems first to liave started the idea of 
treating witli the authorities at Goa, by talking of his own acquaintance with 
a Portuguese medical practitioner, wlioin the witnesses called IrkooJ, hut whose 
real name is Herculano Nora, 

Tile Swaiiiee, catching at the hint, immediately^ despatched Nana Wkieed 
with Atmaram into the Goa territory, where, at a village called Chirkee, they 
met llaojec Kotenees, who afterwards became one of* the most active agents in 
the intrigue. Nana Waeetl^ * docs not seem to have gone beyond Cliiklee, but 
Atmaram went on to Kybiiiuler, a suburb of Goa, where he had a meeting 
with Irkool, and seems to have spoken to him of his wish to have an interview 
with th(? Viceroy. 

W hat answer he received does not very clearly appear ; I | but he and Nana 
returning to Siinkeshwiir, reported so favourably of the disposition of the Por- 
tuguese, that the latter was immcdialely deputed to Sattara, to arrange for a 
meeting between the Swamcc and the Raja. 

In June 1825 the Swamce proceeded to Sattara ; and then it appears, from 
the evidence o/’ Nana’s broLlier-iri-Iaw and inseparable attendant, JJalkoba, the 
foundation of all the subsequent proceedings was laid, and Nana W’as consti- 
tuted the common agent of both the Raja and the Swamec. 

The Swamec passed three months at Sattara ; [: { and such was the reverence 
he w’as hold in, that one of the witnesses speaks of the Raja as actually wor- 
shipping him. 

The interview took place at the commencement of a great fcstival§§ that is 
held every twelfth year at Nassick, and lasts for a whole twelvemonth. The 
Raja set "out for it on the 23d October 1825, having previously given Nana 
Goo rupees, and deputed him to Poona on a mission of an uncertain object. |!i| 
The object, whatever it was, does not seem to have been effected ; and Nana 
returning to Sattara, remained there but for a short time, aFid then proceeded 
to join tiie Sw^amce at Kolapore, not far from Sunkeshwur. 

It is stateil, that he was at Kolapore when Mr. Baber came tlicre with a 
miliiaryfc force and this is found to have actually happened in December 
1825. 

During the next ensuing two years little seems to have been done. 

On the nth October 1827, Don Manoel de Portugal e Castro (a nobleman 
in the interest of Don Miguel) announced to the Government of Bombay his 
arrival as Viceroy of Goa. In the evidence he is always called Dominwell, 
while his major-domo, who also performs a conspicuous part, is designated as 
Mugdoom or Mudamore. 

In the course of the year 1829, several valuable presents were sent from 
Sattara and delivered to the newViceroy.*"^^ It is difficult to fix the exact time 

of 
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of tins renewal of intercourse with Goa; but that it took place in December 
18^9, or January 1830, is probable*, because Halkoba states, that about two 
months afterwards, in the montli of Palgoon followinp, he was at Renavcje, 
a ]>hice about one liundred and fifty miles soiitli-east of Sattara, when a total 
c'clipsc of the moon occurred; as it actually did on the 9th March 1830. , 
About two months after this Nana Waecd returned to Sattara, and was again 
deputed, along with Nana Fatiick (since dead), the son of the important witness 
Hurry Punt, and Narrain Bhutt, to Goa. 

There Iferculano anti llaojec Kotenees (an inhabitant of the Goa territory, 
before alluded to as one of the first agents in the business), t demanded some 
written credential, in proof of their being empowered to treat with the Viceroy. t 
JSiaua Fatiirk returned to communicate this demand to his father, Hurry Punt, 
who immediately told it to Kowlojee Naik, a Jemadar of Sowars in the service 
oAlie Jiaja, who introduced him to the said Raja, when it was agreed to invite 
Erculan and Raojee to come to Sattara. 

In June 1831, the mission accordingly proceeded from Goa to Sattara, § and 
there had a meeting at night with the Raja, at which, beside the parties, there 
were present five individuals, tw'o of w' horn, Raojee Kotenees and Hurry Punt, 
have given evidence to the fact. 

Little conversation pasced on the occasion ; but a note was delivered by 
Herculano from the Viceroy to the Raja, while tlie latter assured the Envoy 
that Nana was his confidential agent. 11 

At this time annual jicnsions were assigned to all the members oi' the Miin- 
dullee, or cabal, amounting to the sum of 3,^200 rupces.^f 

Costly presents were at this time bestowed by the Raja himself, in jicrson,** 
on Herculano and the others of that parly. This fact is ])roved^1)y eight 
witnesses; among wlioni is the hanker, who kept the accounts ot'tiie expendi- 
ture thus incurred. 

ill December 1832, the sum of 2,.000 rujices was paid from the Raja’s funds, 
on the agent Nana’s account, to his brother-in-law Balkoba and Morapunt 
Josee.tt This is proved liy the eviilence of the banker '.reejeerani and otliers, 
as well as by the entry in the banker’s books. 

During the next two ycarsj j tin* plot does not seem toliave advanced much, 
tlioLiLdi frequent visits were paid by Naiia to (joa in that interim ;§§ but in 
183.0, there appears to have been a great renewal of intercourse, and an 
increased outlay on account of presents. 

It is proved by the books and evidence of the banker Teejeeram and others, HU 
that, in April of this year, 1,800 rupees were advanced from the Raja’s funds 
to Raojee Kotenees, the Native agent on the part of the Goa authorities. 

In September of the same year a doubt seems to have crossed the mind of 
tile Raja and bis advisers at Sattara, as to tl»e trustworthiness of their agent 
Nana; anti, in consequence, a jicrsoii name»l Mahdeo Row Sirkey W'as deputed 
to G(u‘i, to test the truth of wliat the others had rclated.^^I 

J'liis [lersoii, a near relation of tlie Raja, is proved to have carried with him 
presents for the ex-Viceroy Don Manoel, llicn on the point of embarking for 
Portugal.*** ICarly in the year 1836, this nobleman had been supersedetl by 
Bernardo Peres tleJSilva (called in the evitlence Perc), and on the 2()th February 
had written to Sir R. Grant fbl a vessel to touch at Vingorla to receive him. 
He embarked on the 2Uth March 1836 in the GrmgcA’/ttt but disagreeing with 
the captain, relanded at Chungoor Chiirg and returned by sea to Goa, where 
lie remained till Marcli 1830, wlien he took his departure for Lisbon. It 
was after his return to Goa tliat the interview took place between the ex- 
Viceroy,. and the new Envoy of the Raja, who appears to have received from 

him 
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him assurances of his inclination and ability to promote the objects of the plot, 
by his influence in Europe. With this interview, which seelns to have con- 
firmed the Raja in the confidence he was inclined to repose in his first 
agent, Nana AVaeed, the intermediare intercourse between Don Mnnoel and 
the authorities at Sattara must have terminated. Many letters and other 
\^ritings were interchanged during its continuance.* There is also direct 
evidence to the fact of a treaty, containing several extravagant conditions, of 
wlftcli the first was the ])ayment by the Raja of the sum of twenty-five lacs of 
rupees in advance,t having at one stage in the progress of tlic plot been 
retiuced to writing at Sattara, and transmitted to Don Manoel, while he was 
yet in power at Goa. There is likewise evidence}: to the same, or a similar 
paper, having been signeil and sealed by Don Manoel and deposited in the 
temple at Sunkeshwur. 

As a consequence of the confirmation obtained by the mission of Mahdeo 
Row Sirkey, of the trustw’orthiness of the original agent, Nana Waeed, the 
latter was, about the end of 188,5 or beginning of 1830,* ])resented with, an 
order on the banker Teejcerain ibr the sum of 8,000 rupees, § part ol‘ which be 
received in cash and part in lioondees ; of whicli, having been robbed on his 
journey to Cioa ol‘ a part of bis baggage containing the original dralts he was 
obliged to send back to Sattara for duplicates. The exact i>urpose to which 
this smn was to beap|>Iied is not very clear; but there seems reason to believe, 
tliat it. was to defray the expense of sending an agent with Don Manoel to 
Lisbon, though it may perhaps, in consequence of the delay caused by the 
loss of the original hoondees, have been otherwise appropriated. 

Tlie last outlay on account of the plot seems to have been made in July 
18 Jo, when a sum of nine hundred and sixty ruf)ecs was paid out to Raojec 
Kot(‘ne('s and Narrain Rhutt Chittey, to defray the expense of a journey to 
meet Mrenlan at Demaun.jl 

On ike 3()th of tliat montii, Nana Waeed, who appears to have been 
throughout the prime mover in the plot, dictl in the town of' Warree i^id the 
circnmsUncc'S aUeiicling his dcjith, as well as his deportment at the time, are 
well deserving of ncjtico. He gave over the seal and signet, with whicli there 
is reason to belic‘V(' that lie had been fnrnislied at Sattara for the purpose of' 
attesting letters, to his hrotlier-in-law, Halkoba, and dictated, and verified by a 
lew cliaracters in his own liaiul-writing, a letter to the itaja, rccoimnending 
his liiiniiy atul dc])endents liis lligluicss’s protection. ' ' I'liougli the j>Ioi; 
eviiiently langiiislied from the death of' tins extraoniinary man, who seems 
really to have been animated by a sincere, though not, as I shall sliew in the 
sequel, an entirely ilisintercsted zeal for what he jirofcsscd to regard as a sacred 
cause*, it was not immediately abandoned ;|j for, in Se[Uemher 183f), Raqjee 
Koteiiees and Narrain Illiutl Chittey came to lh)mhay,f1 and there openetf a 
correspondence witli Kreulano, wlio was not then Jiving at Demaiui. liy this 
time a partial discovery had been made by the Rritish Authorities at Sattara, 
and whether it was from a snsjncion of' their intrigues being watched, or 
mere I V as a natural effect of their being no longer under the influence (d‘ an 
ardent spirit, like Nana Waeed, no active steps seem to fiave lieeii afterlvards 
takeij, aiiil no mure supplies were received from the 8attara Treasury. Re- 
iliiccd* ill this way to considerable jicrsonal distress, Ralkoba, the lirother- 
in-Iaw of Nana Waeed, who had continuetl with the rest of 'the Mmidullee, 
or gang, to reside at Warree, concerted with them a plan lor the attack 
of .tiio 'freasiiry at Vingorla, wliich would have certainly lieen attempted, had 
iie not been arrested, towards the end of 1837, through the vigilance of Air. 
*Sj)oc>ncr, tlie Acting Collector of the district of’ Riitnagheory.§§ The evidence 

taken 

■ Sir Jl. Grant, paras. 137 to 141 ; also summary HR. 1 ami 1111. 4. 
i Di position ol* Wassoilco Sfiastry. No. 1 ; Ditto of Ilaojc-e, No. 2, paras, i? and 3. 

I Deposition of Narrain Uliiitt Chittey, taken by Mr. Dunlop. 

Sir K. Grant, para. lO.'i. 

;! Sir U. (jirant, para. 100. Forvanous ancedotes regarding this jicr 60 ii,see Sir K.CJrant, para.34r. 

‘"j Sir It. (irant, paras. 210 to 24iJ. 

Sir It. Grant, para. 20, deposition of Sunjeewan, No. 7. • 

I I Dc'position of Ralkoba, para. 18. U Sir it. Grant, para. 21, 

Mr. Spooner's letter, 3JsL August 1S37. 
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taken in the course of this inquiry is strongly corroborative of that obtained 
at Sattara. The fact of Nana Waecd’s having been regarded as the agent f)f 
the Raja of Sattara, and of his receiving remittances of money from Nattara,^ 
liis intimacy with Raojee Kqtenees, also the fact of Mahdeo Row Sirkey's 
mission to Goa, as well as that of Nana Waeed’s having lost part of his 
baggage by robbery, and coming to Warree in the hope of getting some part 
of it restored to him, are all proved incidentally, by evidence taken with a 
view to the discovery, not of the plot against the British Government, hut of 
the plan for attacking the Collector’s Treasury at Vingorla.* * * § 

It is also worthy of remark, that all the witnesses examined by Mr. Spooner 
deposed to the existence of a wide-spreail rumour of a combination against the 
British power being formed, or contemplated, by the Native chiefs above the 
Ghauts. On the wliole, I derive from the portion of the evidence from which 
I have extracted the narrative above given, the strongest conviction of his 
Higiiness the Raja of Sattara having incurred tlie penalty prescribed for a 
breach of the fifth article of the treaty of the SOtli September ISl^.f 

With regard to the motives of tlie several parties engaged in this extrava- 
gant, but far from incredible, or even improbable, plot, these probably varied 
with the circumstances of the several individuals engaged in it. 

The Raja was probably infiiienccd by ambition, siimulated and excited by 
superstition and fanaticism. 

Don Manoel may have been actuated by animosity towards a power which 
had not hefriended tlic sovereign from whom he derived his autliority, or by 
that general jealousy of the prosperity of onr Eastern empire, wliich is so 
common among foreigners, or perhaps by more ignoble motives. 

Nana Waced may, as supposed by Sir R. (Jraiit, have acted under a deep 
impression of discharging what he regarded as a religious duty ; but that such 
feelings were not nrmiingled with others of a more iiierccijaiy nature. Lain led 
to suspect from a passage in the deposition of Kesow Bnlna Row Jo«:ee (No. 
8), imwdiich he ‘=tates, that having questioned Nana Waced as to how his 
expenses were paid, that person replicii, by getting up some pretext ihc time 
“is spent. From the Sutturkar Maharaj something rs got for ex])cns(«s, and 
“ by selling cloths. Sec. See. I maintain myself.” j 

It may be as well here to mention, that the whole sum extracted from the 
Raja in the course of this intrigue appears, from the evidence of his bankers, to 
have amounted to about 3f),000 riipec.s. 

I have hardly touched upon what is referred to in the niimites as the 
Dharwar evidence, xS because, though highly corroborative of all that has been 
collected at Sattara, it does not discover any new facts tiiat bear directly 
against the b'aja himself. Ample prooL however, is there furnished, of most 
suspicious coniinunications having been carried on between those who are 
well kiiown^tts the Raja’s agents and the chieftains in the Soutliern Mahratta 
and the Nizam’s territory. 

The alleged communications between the Raja of Sattara and the ex- Raja 
of Nagpore form the subject of a separate minute,|| in which the late Governor 
of Bombay has dissected and sifted the evidence with all his wonted dili- 
gence and skill. 

If the case stood l)y itself, it might be questionable in bow far it coflld be 
considered conclusive, but taken in conjunction with the others now before us, 
it cannot be denied that it brings a vast accession to the body of proof on 
record against the Raja of Sattara. 

It may be as well to conclude this note with a sketch of the progress of the 
inquiry. 

In July 1836,^ a report was received from Colonel Lodwick, the Resident 

at 

* Mr. Spooner’s letter of 3d October ; ditto 6t1i October; ditto 2d and 11th November 1837, 

and 20th January 1838; ditto 12th February 183B. 

' t Sir R. Grant, para. Jl. X Sir R. Grant, para. 245. 

§ Sir R. Grant's Minute, 15th May. 11 Sir R. Grant’s minute, 24th May. 

Sir R. (frant's minute of 31st May, para. 3. Letter from Colonel Ovans^ 30th November, 

• 1837, paras. 17 to 20. Letter from Colonel Ovans, 24th November 1837, paras. 16 to 19, with en- 
closure C. 
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at Sattara, of an attempt having been made, on the pnrt of the Raja and his 
minister, to seduce from their allegiance certain officers and men of the 23d 
regiment Native Infantry. A commission appointed to inquire into this tran- 
saction reported the offence to be clearly proved, though the motive still 
remained obscure/^ The arrest of the minister’s Dewan, Govind Row, in 
August 183(3, and his detention at Ahmediuiggur, led to a petition from his 
mother, containing liints which induced the Government to order further 
inqirtries to be made by ("olonel Ovans, who had succeeded to the Resitlency.t 

His inquiries commenced in the month of July 1837 and ended on the lOi h 
November;:]; and it will be seen, by referring to the papers cited in the 
margin, how entirely the possibility of concert, or even previous conimunicci- 
tion between the witnesses, was precluded, by the manner in which their 
evidence was taken. 

(Signed) T. C. Robertson. 

3th March 1839. 

I have not alluded to the communication made by the Raja’s brother, be- 
cause I think it desirable to Jay as little stress as possible upon the evidence of 
tliat personage. It will be found by referring to the passages marked in the 
margin.^ 

(Signed) T. C. R. 


MINUTE RY MR. T. C. ROBERTSON, 

Dated [)th April 1839, 

This c;jse|| being still undecided, there can, I conceive, be no impropriety 
in my submitting an opinion on the merits of the evidence which 1 therein tind 
recorded. 

My high respect for the judicial talents of the late Mr. Shakespear lias 
induced me to read witii great attention his minute of the 11th May 1837, in 
which several ingenious arguments are advanceil against the credibility of the 
evidence, to what then constituted the sole charge against the llaja of 
Sattara. 

Much that then appeared quite inexplicable lias since been cleared up ; and 
it may be doubted vvhetlier, with the light acquired by subsequent investiga- 
tions, Mr. Shakespear would have persisted in the opinion which lie has left 
on record. 

Wliat strikes me as icinarkable is, that he should not have given more weight 
to the high character and station of the two principal witnesses, and to the 
fact, that even the Raja himself does not attempt to assign any jilaiisible 
motive lor their combining to get up a story, to be confirmed in the manner 
ever most disliked by natives of any pretensions to rank, namel}", by their own 
examinations on oatli. Had the Raja even alleged any attemiit on their part 
to obtain from him presents or favours of any kind, one might have susjiected 
them of acting in collusion with the Bralimin ; but, as the case stands, I really 
can perceive no grouniis whatever for not giving full reliance to their tes- 
timony. 

(Signed) T. C. Robertson. 

9th April 1839 

* Ibid. para. 4 ; Colonel Ovans’s letter of 30th November 1839, para. 5 ; letter from Governor 
of Bombay, 3d July 1838, with enclosure. 

f Frojn Government of Bombay, 1st Sept. 1838. 

X Sir 11. Grant’s minute, 5th May, paras. 148 to 164. . • 

§ Letter of Colonel Ovans, 24th November 1837, para. 20 to 24, and enclosure D. ; letter 30tl« 
November, paras. 45 and 46. 

i; Alleged tampering with the Native officers of 23d Regt. of Bombay N.I. 
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MINUTE BY MR. W. W. BIRD, 

Dated 11 ih April 1839- 

The papers and proceedings submitted by the Government of Bombay in the 
case of the Raja of Sattara contain, it appears to me, abundant proof that tlie 
Raja has, for a series of years and in different ways, been deeply implicated in 
treacherous designs against the British Government, in violation of the treaty 
of the 20th of September 1819, and has subjected himself thereby to the for- 
feiture of his sovereignty, and the loss of all the advantages bestowed upon 
him by that agreement. 

It is true, that the papers and proceedings in question afford likewise strong 
grounds for believing that, predisposed from the first against us, he has been 
made tiie dupe of evil and designing men, to serve their own purposes ; but 
this is no palliation of his conduct. It remains, therefore, only to consider the 
course proper to be jiursued towards a tributary standing in such a predica- 
ment: a tributary raised froai a prison to the throne, solely by the power of the 
Britisli Government. 

The course fonnerly recommended, of presenting to the Raja a written 
statement of the charges and of the proofs against him, calling upon him for an 
answer, is open, 1 think, to all the objections which have been urged against it, 
namely, that it would expose tlic Government to such proceedings on the j)art 
of the Raja and his advisers, as could only lead to fresh embarrassments, and 
would, at the same time, expose every witness whose evidence lias been given 
to cruel persccutiou. 

"I'he m xt course proposed, namely, the suspension of tlie Raja from the 
functions of sovereignty, and the appointment of a commission to sit in judg- 
ment upon him, appears to me equally objectionable. The suspeusion would, 
as stated in the minute of tlie Governor General, bo construed into a predeter- 
mination to convict; and in regard to the appointment of a commission, 1 am 
not aware that the Raja could legally be tried by a tribunal so constituted, or 
that tljc re t?xists any law by whieJi the form of procedure for tJie trial of a 
sovereign prince, accused of political offences, could be regulated. I am quite 
sure, that the constitution of such a court would be attended wntli insuperable 
difficulties and perplexities; and it cannot, I think, admit of a doubt, tliat, in 
the present state of India, the discussion, the intrigues, and the excitement to 
which sucli a procedure must unavoidably give rise, might be followed by the 
most disastrous consequences. 

Nor does it appear to me, that the case requires to be treated judicially. It 
is one entirely of apolitical nature: and, as such, all that behoves us to do is, 
to satisfy Ourselves that the stipulations of the treaty (lave, in fact, been 
t.eaclicrously violatcii. This has been done by an inquiry, than which none 
was ev(‘r more patiently, laboriously, and tlispassionately conducted, or more 
minutely and critically revised ; and by all the authorities who have had 
successively to pass judgment in the case, the Raja has been universally con- 
demned. 

1 tliink, therefore, tliat the Raja may at once be set aside. It is#the course 
whicli has been resorted to in other cases, and which in tins, under all the cir- 
cumstances, ought, I am of opinion, to be adopted. 

If the Raja be set aside, I agree with the late Sir Robert Grant, that no one 
should be set up in bis stead. The impolicy of keeping up these potty states 
in tlic heart of our dominions has become, from experience, too obvious to require 
to be pointed out, and we are under no obligations to do it on the present 
occasion. The Sattara territories should be annexed to our own, and to the 
Raja and his brother liberal pensions should be assigned, on condition of their 
residing under British surveillance in some other part of India. 

I have no apprehension that the annexation will excite any public sympathy 
in the Raja’s favour, or raise a single doubt amongst the community at large, 
as to the propriety of his supersession. The intrigues wlfich have been 
foro'ented, and are still fomenting, against us in all quarters, are so notorious, 

that 



that an example is urgently required to be made ; and we could not have a 
better opportunity for the purpose, than a case like the present, wherein the 
grossest treachery has been combined with the deepest ingratitude. 

(Signed) W. W. Bird, 

11th April 1839. 


MINUTE BY COLONEL W. MORISON, 

Dated ^5th April 1839. 

lam quite satisfied, as well as his Lordship the Govcrrior General, of the 
treachery and extravagant machinations of the R;ija of Sattara. 

Since his Lordship came to this conclusion as to the I^aja^s guilt, additional 
facts have come to light, tending still further to confirm it. 'I'he examination 
of the emissaries taken up at NeJIore and at Madras contains matter strongly 
corroborative of the Raja’s disaffection and hostility. Tliis new communica- 
tion with the ex-Raja of Nagpoi e, and the recently discovered fact of his having 
an emissary at the court of Nepal, are sufficient to confirm his hostile inten- 
tions and breach of' the treaty. 

But 1 doubt the expediency of putting him on his trial. IJc could not be 
tried by his peers, and the native community, in a case like this, would pro- 
bably consider a commission of British officers, however constituted, as having 
been assembled only to convict him. The simple suspension of the Raja 
would not, in my mind, bean adequate punishment of himself', nor a sufficient 
example to otiters, at a moment like the present, and his territory would he kept 
in a ferment highly injurious to good government, by continual rumours of 
his restoj'ation, and probably intrigues to effect that object. 1 think, there- 
fore, that he ought to be deposed for his treachery, and the grounds of that 
decisive but just measure declared publicly by Government, waiting only to 
fix a time most convenient for carrying it into effect. 

In adopting such a proceeding it would hardly be expedient to leave the 
Raja a free agent in his tenitoiy, or even in any parts of the Mahratta country, 
otherwise that) as a state prisoner ; an extremity which, I tliink, would not 
be indispensably necessary, if he were removed to Calcutta, and required to 
reside there under the surveillance of an officer of Government, and with 
Slid) an allowance only as would afford him every comfort, without admitting 
of his doing mischief. This proceeding would, I doubt not, be viewed by 
the people as extremely lenient. 

The treachery and long disaffection of the Raja towards his benefactors, 
who raised him from a pj ison to a throne, have, 1 conceive, cast much doubt 
upon the wisdom of that humane policy, which occasioned his being treated 
with so much indulgence; for, as the hereditary head of the Mahratta empire, 
he was probably, from the first, dissatisHed with tijc provision made lor him, 
and witli the smaMiiess oi’ the territory assigned ar<;und Sattara, the capital of 
his ancestor Sevajee. But this restoration i)f his house, with a territory ample 
for the maintenance of his dignity, has only, 1 fear, inspired him with ambi- 
tious views inconsistent with his obligations to the ffritisli Government, whose 
power he is now conspiring to subvert ; nor is it, 1 think, improbable, that 
many of the Mahratta chiel’s and people, wlu) pride themselves on their former 
power and hereditary prowess, entertain high Jiopes of seeing the empire re- 
stored, by means of the restorcil Raja. 

On such grounds, it would not hardly appear to be our best policy in India, 
to restore dynasties which had already iiillei), like those of Sattara and Alysore. 
We do not, by such indulgence and consideration, ensure their ay,acliuiciit alid 
fidelity, but hurt the interest of the people, and yield up resources which would 
add much more effectually to our actual strength, than the allegiance of such 
princes, even if it could be relied on. 

These considerations suggest the inquiry, in the event of its being -deemed 
necessary, in self-defence and security, to make an example of the Raja of Sat-. 
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tara, in what manner his immediate heirs should be dealt with. I confess it 
to be my opinion, his country being resumed, that the several members of the 
family ought to be provided for elsewhere, on pensions depending upon good 
behaviour, and on a scale to be regulated only with reference to their complete 
comfort and respectable maintenance, at such places as the Government may 
determine. 

Since Mr. Robertson’s and Mr. Bird’s minutes were written, we have re- 
ceived a letter from the Secret Committee* dated the 22d January 1839, inti- 
mating that the Governor in Council at Bombay would be requested to sus- 
pend the transmission of any decision to the Raja of Sattara, until the Go- 
vernment of India shall have had the opportunity of issuing such further direc- 
tions as may be deemed proper, after considering such observations and sug- 
gestions as may be made by Sir James Carnac, recently appointed Governor 
of Bombay; any remarks of mine may, therefore, be deemed supeifluous. I 
have, however, submitted the above, in deference to the desire expressed by 
the Governor General to receive the opinion of the Council of India on this 
very delicate and important subject ; and I am only afraid that any longer de- 
lay in disposing of it may greatly impair the effect which an catly and severe 
example would give, in repressing intrigue generally, as well as the disposition 
to disturbance recently manifested near Sholapoor and at Malwan, both in the 
vicinity of Sattaia, where the Raja’s hostility to the British Government is no 
secret. 

(Signed) W. Morison. 

Calcutta, 25th April 1839. 
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AT A COURT OF DIRECTORS, 

Reid on Wednesdaif, the '^Z5th March 1840. 

Paragraphs for India in the Political Department, regarding tiie charges 
against the (late) Raja of Sattara, and the proceedings of the Governments of 
India and Bombay thereon, were laid before the Court, and ordered to lie for 
consideration till Wednesday the 1st proximo. 


AT A COURT OF DIRECTORS, 

Held on Wednesday., the 1st April 1840. 

The draft of paragraphs for India in the Political Department, regarding 
the charges against the (late) Raja of Sattara, and the proceedings of the 
Governments of India and Bombay thereon, which was laid before the Court 
on tiic ultimo, was read ; 

And, after much discussion, the question, that this Court approve the said 
draft of paragraphs, being put by the ballot, the same passed in the affir- 
mative. 


COPY POLITICAL DESPATCH TO THE GOVERNOR GENERAL 
OF INDIA IN COUNCIL (No. 15), 

Dated 1st April 1840. 

1. The following letters relate to the charges against the Raja of Sattara, 
and the proceedings of your Government and the Government of Bombay 
thereon 


15 Sept. 1836. 

30 Nov. — 

17 Jan. 1837. 

1 April — 

28 do. — 

24i June •» 

19 July — 

16 Aug. — 

19 do. — 

25 Sept. — (two) 
21 Oct. — 

23 do. 


Secret Letters from Bombay, dated— 


29 Nov. — 

30 do. 

28 March, No. 1, 1838. 
26 April, No. 2, 

19 May, No. 3, — 

21 do. No. 5, — - 

1 June, No. 6, ~ 

12 do. No. 7f — 

3 July, No. 10, — 

5 Sept. No. 20, — . 

7 do. No. 23, — 

5 Oct. No. 26, — 


SATTAIi 

PAPERt 

.Procecilih"s c 
Court of* Dire 


Court, of Dire: 
2.1 Marcli U 


Court of Diroc 
1 April !8« 


Political ilespE 
to tlic 

Governor (ron. 
1 April ltv4 
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Secret Letters from Bombay^ dated — 


0 Oct. No. 28, 1838. 

6 do. (secy.) — 

24 do. No. 31, — 

15 Nov. No. 37, — 

1 Dec. No. 38, — 

1 do. No. 41, — 

1 do. No. 42. — 

1 do. Ntn 44, — 

4 do. Np. 47, — 

5 do. No. .30, — 

19 Jan. No. (>, 1839, paras. 3 and 4. 
81 do. No. 11, — 

() Feb. No. 12, — 

25 do. No. 24, — 


25 Feb. (secy.) 1839- 

7 March, No. 25, — 

14 do. No. 27, — 

26 do. No. 35, — 

10 April, No. 3S, — 
13 do. No. 43, — 

15 do. No. 47» — 

16 do, (secy.) — 

8 May, No. 56, — 
12 Sept. No. 106, — 

7 Oct. No. 114, — 
28do. No. 119, — 
28 Nov. No. 128, — 
31 Dec. No. 134,— 


Political Letters from Bombay^ dated — 

25 Sept. No. 56, 1837- | 20 Feb. No. 6, 1839- 


Secret I Jitter from the Gover/wie?it of India — 
3 July, No. 7, 1837- 


Political Letter from the Government (f India — 
20 Oct. No. 53, 1837, para. 48. 


Political Lcllcf'sfrom the Governor General — 

1 Oct. No. 20, 1838. 1 29 Dec. No. 24, 1838. 

Public Letter from the Governor General^ dated — 

6 Jan. No. 1, 1838, para. 32. 


Secret Letter from the Governor General — 
7 Nov. No. 42; 1839. 


Secret letter from Madras^ dated — 

7 Dec. No. 21, 1839, para. 10. 

2. Our former communications to your Lordship in Council on the Sattara 
case will have sliewn to you, that we were disinclined to attach serious impor- 
tance to the allegations against the Kaja, which had been transmitted to ns by 
the Governor in Council of llomhay, and that we were desirous tlnit tlie 
proceedings in respect to the Raja should he brought to a speedy close. 

3. Tiiesc views coincided with the sentiments whicli your Lordsliij) has 
communicated to tlie Government of Sir Robert Grant ; but the case was still 
undetermined will’ll Sir James Carnac was nominated to the Government of 
Bombay. (.)n occasion, you were instructed by the Secret Committee to 
adopt no tiiial decision, “ until you have had an o|)|)ortunity of taking into 
“ your consideration such observations and suggestions as may be made to 
** you by Sir James Carnac, on a review of those proceedings.” 

4. Previously, however, to the arrival of Sir James Carnac, the case against 
the Raja had, in the progress of the inquiry, assumed a much more serious 
character than it presented when first brought to our notice, and you iiad 
taken a difrerent view, both of the Raja’s conduct and of the measures which 
it was requisite to adopt towards him. Sir James Carnac having entered on an 
examination of the evidence, found himself compelled to come to the same 
tconcluslon in regard to the Raja’s misconduct, as that which the late Governor 
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in Council of Bombay, and all the members of the present Government of 
India, had been constrained to adopt. 

5 . Blit Sir James Carnac, though convinced that the conduct of the Raja 
had been such as to involve the i'orfeiture of all the advantages of the treaty 
b); which he was placed upon the gadi, ami thereby to furnish an undoubted 
justification for his deposition, was nevertheless unwilling to proceed to extre- 
mities, without making a decided effort to recall the Raja to a due sense ol* his 
obligations by treaty and of his true interests. 

6. We concur in the view^ and sentiments expressed by Sir James Carnac 
in the minute which he recorded on the 4tli Sept. 1S39, and approve of his 
determination to proceed himself to Sattara, for the jiurpose of offering to the 
Raja, on the mildest possible term s,ati entire amnesty for all previous iidVac- 

.tions of the treaty of 1811). 

7 . We d(‘eply hunent that the Raja was so infatualed ns to reject the liberal 
terms offered, and that the earnest endeavours ol‘ Sir James Carnac, exerted 
at four different personal interviews, independently of the intermediate visits 
of the Resident, failed of shaking his determination. 

8. J'hc article to wliieh the Raja cliiefly objected was that wliich confirmed 
the stipulations ol’ the jirevioiis treaty of 1819. He declared that that treaty 
had been forced uj)on him, and professed an insuperable objection of renewing 
tlie obligation. 

9 . By this conduct, the Raja left no course open to llic British Government 
biit^hat of remo\ing him from the raj. In refusing to renew the existing 
treaty, 'grounding his refusal on the objections he entertained to its provisions, 
he virluliliy declared himself not bound by it, and consequently forfeited all 
ibe atlvantngos he derived from it, among which, in this case, was the raj 
itself; and had you shrunk from enforcing that consequence, such conduct, 
instead being felt by tlie Raja as an instance of generous forbearances would 
have led him, and probably other dependent ])nnces, to believe that tiiey 
might saf’eU" indulge in contempt for, and total disregard of their obligations 
to the British Government. 

i;>. 4'iie CJoveruor of Bombay, with the utmost reluct ance, issued orders 
for ill * removal tJ' the Raji from the gadi of Sattara, and for the elevation 
of ills brotiu'r to llic raj. rhese orders were accordiugl v carried into eHect, 
ami oiu- last despatciies from Bombay inform us of the departure of the late 
Raja for Benares, and of thc'i iiistallaliou ol* liis success{>r. 

I 1. It now only remains for ns to c’omin uni cate to you our o’pinion on tlie 
conelusion wiiicli was unanimously adopted by all the authorities to whom t)u* 
evidence liad been siibiniMed, that the late Raja liad incurred the ])on ihy 
of* dejiosition irom tlic^ raj to wliich he had been raised by the British Govern- 
nieut . Tliis <i])iiiioi) we give, ai’icr the most anxious and tJeliheral c* c onside- 
lalion, b\ adiling our saiieliou to tlie approval wliich your Lordship i.i (hiuiM il 
lias given to the procetaliiigs o(‘ Sir James (.'^aruac, in dejiosing tin* .1 ite Raja 
of* Sattara. 

We ;d^o aj)j)!o\ e of tlie provision which Sir James Carnac made ior iIk* 
supjiort. of tlie ex-lJaja, and of liis arraugemeiils in n’garii to his sueces or, 
Avho, we are happy to learn, has given early prooi's ol* a wish to amend the 
coiidilioii and add ti> the h ippiiKxss ot his subjects. 

13. 'i here are other matters connected with this case, to wliicli we may find 
it neeessai v hereafter to refer. 

11. In conclusion, we have to express our warm commendation of the con- 
duct ol’ Sir James Carnac, in the transactions which we have now reviewed. 
He jirocecaied to Sattara with a manifest and earnest desire to save the Jlaj.\ 
from the consequences of his own folly, and we are convinced that he left no 
means untried for the jiurpose. When this proved to be impossible, be adojited, 
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with judgment and decision, the course which circumstances had rendered 
inevitable. 

We are. 

Your affectionate Friends, 


London, 

1st April 1840 . 


(Signed) 11 . Jenkins, 

W, B. Bayley, 

II. Lindsay, 

W. S, Claukk, 

W. Astell, 

F. Warden, 

11. Campheix, 

II. IXJACE, 

J. Marteuman, 

C. Miia.s, 

IL Shank, 

II. Aia’-xandeu, 

N. B. EdmoxstonEj 
J. W'\ Hogg. 


iDurtof Directors, AT A COURT OF DIRECTORS, 

I 1 April 1840. 

i? Ileldon Wednesday^ the \st April 1840 . 

Henry St. George 'ruckor, Esq., u Member of tins Court, delivered in a 
dissent from tlie despatch to India in tiie roliiical Department, regarding the 
Sattara question, which was approved this day. Tlie same was read, viz. 


DJSSExNT. 

I cannot concur in the letter to the Government of India in the ]''olitical 
! )ej)artmeni. on the affairs of Sattara, which passed the Court this day. 

First, Bccansc, after statinp; “that our forsner communications to his Lord- 
“ ship in Council on the Sattara case will have shown, that we were disinclined 
“ to attach serious importances to the alle;gations against the Raja, wliich had 
“ been transmitted to us by tlie (iovernor in Council of Bombay, and that wc 
“ were de.sirous that the proceedings in respect to the Raja should be brought 
“ to a speedy close alter this clear and exjilieit intimation of onr views, 
ubicb, as we continue to observe, “coincided with the sentiments which your 
“ Lordsiiip in ( Council communicated to the government of Sir Robert Grant," 
it was inanilestly incumbent upoti the Court, with a view to its consistency, 
to show, by a distinct reference to some new fhet or ilisclosiires, upon what 
ground they liail changed their opinion, and arrived at so dillereiit a conclusion. 

Secondly, Because, on an examination of' the case uj)on its merits, I must 
think that tlic dethronement of the Raja of Sattara was premature, uncalled 
for, and impolitic, and that the government abroad was not empowered to 
resort to this extreme ineasnre, without the express sanction of the Home 
Authorities.'' 

Thirdly, Tiiat the elevation of Appa Sahib, the Raja’s brother, to the 
gadi, was most unreasonable, injudicious, and unwarrantable, inasmuch as 
it is calculated to produce great embarrassment to the Home Authorities in 
the exercise of their free judgment on tlie case, and of those functions and 
duties with wliich the l^cgisiaturc has invested them, for the due administration 
of our affairs in India. 

' If ^llis authority was given by the Secret (Xnnnriittce in consequence ol' Lord Auckland’s minute 
oftlie LM.l September IHIiH, it docs not appear upon our records. It is not conveyed in the Cora- 
Tnittee’s letter ol‘ the iiJ^d of January 1839. 
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In reviewing the case of the Rnja of Sattara, it is necessary to premise 
certain considerations, which are calculated to induce a great degree of caution 
in proceeding to a final judgment. 

• First, An cx-parte inquiry can seldom lead to a satisfactory result ; and when 
thq Government is the party interested, some allowance must always be made 
for the influence which will operate on the minds of the witnesses and others, 
however anxious the Government may be to administer impartial justice. 

Secondly, The testimony of the natives of India is not always trustworthy, 
even in cases where they may have no intention, and no interest to deceive or 
mislead, and the value of their testimony will depend greatly upon tlie skill, 
temper, and fairness of those by whom they are examined. A word, or 
gesture, or an unseasonable interruption, will sometimes turn the current of 
their evidence ; for they feel that habitual deference to superiors, which makes 
them anxious to give such testimony as they think likely (however erroneously) 
to afford satisfaction. To take down parole evidence correctly, a very accurate 
knowledge of the colloquial dialect is moreover necessary, as well as a know- 
ledge of the character, habits, and way of thinking of the people. 

Thirdly, Great difficulty is experienced in establishing the genuineness and 
value of documcntaiy evidence, for the natives of India are expert imitators 
and fabricators- Men ol* rank do not generally write or sign their names. A 
seal is commonly used, which can easily be counterfeited, and the writing can 
be easily imitated sufficiently well to deceive the unpractised rye of an 
European. 

Foiirihly, Evidence derived from intercepted letters, unless fully authenti- 
calccT, fliiist be received with great reserve, since it is easy for an adverse 
party to^lisjjoso ol’ fabricated ]>apers in a way to create suspicion. Iiad a 

remarkable instance in Hengal of a forged correspondence* having been carried 
on for a considerable time, while one of the parties, wlio would have been 
liable to the charge of treason bad it been genuine, was totally unconscious of 
its existence. 

Fiflldy, I would observe that the multi |)lication of small onences, or what 
l.onl Auckland aptly terms petty and obscure intrigues,” cannot be taken 
to coiistitiite a grave and serious crime, 'flic anivizis aud general character of 
a party may be slicwn by repeated instances of such petty intrigues; but; the 
penalty of treason or rebellion is not incurred, by cumulative charges of an 
inferior degree of guilt. 

Ivastly, We must hold in uiiiul, that tiie brother of the llaja incurred I lie 
susj)iciou of being engaged in an intrigue against him whom lie lias superseded. 
Appa Sahib, the present Riffa, in his statement of the 5th October 1857, 
clearly anticipates the llaja’s detlironemciu ; mil, in cxjircss terms, prefers his 
claim lo tlie succession. C'oiuluct so umiaturai and so unwoi ihy is, at least, 
calculated to create a suspicion of unfair dealing towards iiis brother aud 
sovereign. 

In laving down tlicse general premises, as a means of testing the value of 
Indian evidence, I do not rest upon the result of my own very limited expe- 
rience. Tlie difficulty of ohtaiiiiiig pure and satisfactory evidence in India 
has been felt and attested by some of our most able and experienced oflicers 
in the judicial department ; and 1 would submit that, in no case, could dis- 
crimination and care in weigliing evidence be more ncoessary, than in tiiat of 
tlie Ifaja of Sattara, as mncli will depend in trying its meriis u\mm\ proha hiliitj 
and fair inference to be drawn from a vast nia-s of materials. Tlie pro- 
ceedings are volnmiiions : tliey embrace a great d<ail of extraneous ahd 
irrelevant matter, and some ol the circumstances alleged against the Raja 
took jilacc years ago, and anjicar lo Iiave a v ery slender connexion (tI any) 
with the particular cliarges.f 

• The 

See* also tlio casi' of tlu- ii^ipo tL-r V’. ala SIkiIi, wlio letters under the counterfeit soul of 

the Gnieowar, calcidalcd fi' ctoiipnanis:* prisico. 

1 See, lor e:<iiinple, l.!ie iiwroirv w 'w\i ioid jd.iee at. I I^'derabad, regiirulng Kunamiit Glluli, hav- 
ing reference lo cireuau lairj, -'. \dvel’. ;.:c .-arred. :v.niiy years :i”e. * 
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The following are the three charges which have been brought against the 
Raja, and which have been under examination now during a period of three 
or four years. For more easy reference, I will subjoin the tvvo articles of the 
treaty of the 25th September 1819, which arc alleged to have been violated 
by the Raja : the Governor of Bombay, in his minute of the 4th September 
1839, formally pronouncing, that “ three important violations of the treaty 
“ had been proved against Jiim.** 

1. Of the fifth article, in having, during a series of years, held improper 
“ communications with the Goa Authorities. 

“ 2. Of the same article, in having held a clandestine intercourse with 
“ Appa Sahib, the ex-Raja of Nagpore. 

3. Of having tampered with the Native officers of the 23d regiment Native 
infantry. 


“ Article 2. The Raja, for himself and for In's heirs and successors, engages 
“ to hold the territory in subordinate co-o[)eration with the British (jovern- 
“ ment, and to be guided in all matters by the advice of the British Agent at 
“ his Highness’s court. 

“ Article 5. The Raja, for himself and for his heirs and successors, engag^'^' 
“ to forbear from all intercourse with foreign powers, and witli all sirdars, 
“ jagheerdars, ciiit fs, and nunisters, and all persons of whatever description, 
wlio are not by the above articles rendered sul)ject to his Highness’s authority. 
“ With all the above persons his Highness, lor himsellj and f‘or liis heirs and 
“ successors, engages to have no connexion or corresj)oiulence. Any affiiirs 
“ that may’ arise witli them relating to Ids Higluiess are to be exclusively 
“ conducted by tlic Britisii Government. If, lor the purpose of‘ forniing 
“ inatriltionial connexions ibr his Highness’s family, or for any siriiilar^piirpose, 
his Higluiess has occasion to coinniuidcale with persons not rendered subject 
“ to his authority by this agreement, such conunuuication is to be niade 
entirely Ihroiigii the rolitical Agent.” 

'Fhe fiiM charge imputes to the Baja an infraclion of the otli article of the 
treaty, in liolding “ improper communications ” with the autlioritics at Cioa : 
but, in examiniijg this charge, it is <‘ssetitial that we should advert to the 
situation of the parties implicated, the iiiolives by which tiiey may be supposed 
to have been actuated, and the ends at which they may have aimed ; lor if it 
ajipcar that a jirojecl is, upon the very face of it, imjiracticablc or desperate, 
and tliat the individual has every tidiig to lose and nothing to gain by the 
attempt, \vc are boumi to re(|uire veiy strong exideuco to establish its 
existeiice. “ Imjiroper coinmunicatioiis ” may, no doubt, involve a breach of 
engagement ; hut the olJeiice maybe vernal with relerence to the situation 
and circumstances of the party : aiul it is (iidte certain, that the (iovernor 
Gtnieral of India took this view of the Raja's case in In’s letters of tlic 2d and 
lOtli Octobci’ liS;>7 ; and that tlie late I^ir. Henry Sliakespear, a member of 
the (jovernment of India, wlio Ijad great exj)erience in the administration of 
(‘ivil auil crimina.l justice, was decidedly of opinion, that no cliai'gc ol‘a serious 
nature had lu cii substantiated agaiiisl. the Raja.* 

it may he fully admitted, that tiie Baj:;, tlirougb. the agency of his servants, 
isago Deorao, Ball.oha, and others, ojicncd a cominunication with the 
i’oilijgiiese at (ioa, aiiti t.hai Don Manoe), tlje cx-Ciovernor, and a certain Dr. 

: creadano, a[;])aj ently encouraged an inti igue lor obtaining aid from the 
(iovevnmcnt IV)rtulI5;al ; but the only intelligible object which these jicrsons 
can have iiad in view, in receiving and countenancing the emissaries of the 
ilaja (admitting them to have been sncii), was to obtain money in the shape 
of prescilts; or to defray txjjenses ]>rcteiKle(.l to have been incuiTcd in llie 
Baja’s service, since they must liave known that they possessed no means 
whatever oi‘ promoting any designs whicli might be hostile to the British 
Government. 

It; indeed, the Covcnior of (jo:i had been Ibund to be a party conspiring 
against the British Govcinmcnl, by aiding and abetting the Raja in the 

jirosccution 

Shakespciir’s rcniarkb apply clilctly, it is true, to the third charge. 
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prosecution of hostile purposes, we should have been justified in proceeding 
against Goa for this act of hostility. But Portugal is the most insignificant 
power in Europe, owing its very existence to our protection, and nothing but 
the most inconceivable ignorance could have caused the Raja to apply to*^such 
a» quarter for assistance. He could scarcely have had any European British 
sfUbjects as his advisers at the time; for they would have pointe’d out the 
extravagance of such a project, and they could have had no interest in placing 
him in such hands. He was evidently the dupe of some mercenary adven- 
turers, who, for their own base purposes, had engaged him in an intrigue, 
ihe success of which, with better information, he would have seen to be 
impossible.* 

This infatuated prince, unfortunately, entertained the most extravagant 
notion's of his own dignity and importance, as the descendant of Sevajee and 
the hereditary chief of the Mahratta empire. He was dissatisfied with his 
condition, and, impatient of control, he sought eagerly to aggrandize himself, 
and he caught at any straw to realise his dream of fancied supremacy ; but 
his projects resembled more the fretful sallies of a wayward child than the 
machinations of a dangerous conspirator. Possessing no real power, sur- 
rounded on all sides by our territory, without army or fleet, or connexions, or 
financial resources, he was not in a situation to excite alarm, nor likely ever 
to become a formidable enemy. His hereditary rank furnished some excuse 
for his inordinate pretensions; and as his character was free from that 
reproach which so often attaches to the Native princes of India, and he was 
confessedly a prudent and successful administrator of his country, t it must be 
admitted, that strong grounds existed for treating him with consideration and 
tcndcrnc5ss. I myself have always opposed the doctrine, that the British 
Governyient have a right to dethrone the princes of India ;t except only in 
cases wl\erc those princes have actually placed themselves in the poStion of 
public enemies, by some overt act of hostility. It is not sufficcrit that tliey 
entertain a hostile disposition towards us; for, if we proceeded merely on the 
assumption oi’ sucii a feeling, we might assume its existence in the case of 
almost every Native prince and cliieftain in India; for, inasmuch as we have 
usurped their places, and hold iheni in a state of absolute subjection by our 
military j)owcr, it is impossible not to believe that they feel a natural desire to 
recover tlieir independence. 

The guilt or innocence of the Raja of Sattara must rest upon the simple 
issue, whether, if regarded as an independent prince, he leagued with the 
enemies of the British Government in a hostile design ; or if, owing allegiance 
to that Govern he was guilty of any act of treason towards it. The 
imputation of ingratitude, or perverseness, or inordinate ambition, however 
well founded, cannot involve the forfeiture of his principality ; nor would 
political cousiderations (if such could be pleaded) be sufficient to justify its 
confiscation, or his dctlironeinent. In my opinion, views of policy should 
deter us from resorting to that extreme measure, for every prince in India 
will make the llaja*s case his own. None Avili feel assured of the permanency 
of their tenure, and all will be ready to seize any lavourable occasion for 
^ throwing off our authority. Fear may restrain them for a tinie ; but fear is, 
at best, but a poor substitute for attacliraeiit, and desperation may succeed to 

fear. 

* The late Sir U. Grant, on tlie 5th Alay 1838, observes as follows: — ‘‘ Witli regard to the 
“ letters purporting to liave been addressed by tlie Uaja to Don i\lanoel,it is proved in evidence, 
“ that these were not invariably submitted for his llighncss's approval, but that Nago prepared 
“ such drafts as he thought ))roper, sealed them, and delivered them as proceeding from his master. 
“ There is not a single instance proved ol’any letter having actually been written at Sattara with the 
“ cogni^itiicc of the Uaja, and we are left to conjecture what was the nature of the powers delegated 
“ to Nago. Were it not, theretore, for tlie abundant evidence obtained, of the connexion whith 
“ existed between the Uaja and Nago, and of the fact clearly proved, tiuit the Uaja received letters 
“ from Don Manoel, alluding to letters which the latter had received purporting to proceed trom the 
“ Uaja, I should say that the correspondence of the Uaja and Don Manoel would be doubtful, and 
“ that we might infer, that the letters written in his name might not have been authorised on<liis 
‘ parr.” 

t See various despatches from the Court on this subject. 

j See the valuable nuuutcs of my colleague, Mr. Edmoustone (in which I concurred), rccQtfded 
on our proceedings of the Jibth February 1838, and 8th November 1830, 

4 X 
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P APER S. otherwise produce indignation and resentment, 
lourt of Directors, Further, I must contend,- that it would be most impolitic to allow the 
1 April 1840. Governments abroad to dethrone or set aside the Native princes of India. 

Dissent. This would place a most formidable power in the hands of our Governors, and 
of the Refsidents at the Native courts ; and we are not to place altogether 
out of view, that such a power would be liable to be abused, under -the 
I influence of passion, or prejudice, or other feelings. 

i It may be urged that the Raja of Sattara is not an independent prince ; 

} that he only-held during good behaviour a territory which we had spontaneously 

I conferred uj)on him; and that he was liable to be set aside and deprived of 

j his principality, whenev^er he infringed the strict letter of his engagement. 

‘ But it is too late, I apprehend, to assume this high ground. AVhy did vfo. 

contract a treaty with the Raja? Was this treaty a mere ifiockery? Why 
did w^e maintain a Resident at his Court? If he only held a fief* or jaghcer, 
resumable upon proof of misconduct or contumacy, the case might have been 
dealt with in our courts of justice, and we should not have been called upon 
to interfere in tlie ordinary course of law. But, in truth, the elevation of the 
descendant of Sevajee to a station of high rank and dignity was as much an 
act of as of‘ humanity : a policy intended to conciliate the Mahratta 

j)eoplc, and to neutralize any remnant of influence which might still attacli to 
tlie ex-Beishwa, Bajee Row, who had engaged in a treacherous confederation 
against us, and had levied open war on the British power. 

Admitting, too, lliat the Raja was guilty of an infraction of the treaty, it 
docs not follow that it was such as to cause his blood to be atUiinicd. If the 
Raja should have no legitimate issue, it was competent to him to adopts and 
his heir might be perfectly innocent, and be justly entitled to the inheritance 
under tfle treaty. ^ 

1 would here observe, that the Government abroad committed a fatal error, 
in deposing the Raja without awaiting the sanction of tlie Home Authorities. 
There could exist no cause for haste. No danger tlireatened us at the 
moment ; and this preci])i(ate act placed the Ilouie Government in a situation 
of peculiar difficulty and embarrassment. If tliis Court had found the Raja to 
be innocent, or to be guilty only of minor oflences, which did not justly entail 
the forfeiture of his princijiality, we must either have perpetuated an injustice 
by confirming tlie confiscation, contrary to our own belter judgment, or we 
must, by reversing it, liave w^eakened the influence of the local authorities, 
whom we ougiit, as far as possible, to support. It is (piitc clear, that pending 
the reference to this country, no step should have been t;i^en, calculated to 
commit them or us ; and every necessary and useful purfiose would have been 
answered, by the undertaking the administration of the jirincipality on tlie part 
of the Raja, until fiis fate should have been decided in tlic last resort. 

Still more objectionable, in my opinion, was tin? act of tlie Government of 
Bombay, in elevating Appa Sahib, the Raja’s brother, to the gadi,f without 
insisting upon the fact, that he had exjiosed himself to the suspicion of having 
intrigued against his sovereign. I can fancy no sufficient reason for a proceed- 
ing which was calculated to add greatly to our difficulty and embarrassment.' 
We cannot now displace this person without inconvenience, nor without ex- 
posing our Government to the imjmtation of levity ami inconsistency Tlie 
step was, I think, quite uncalled for at the time, and was altogether an act of 
supererogalioH ; for the Home Authorities hud not been allowed an oppor- 
tunity 


• See the account of the establishment of the liaju of Saltara, by Captain J. Sutherland printed 
in IBSa, in whicli it is expressly cnlled a “ So vcreiijnty." See also Sir James Carnac’s minute of 
the 4th September 1839, parai^rapli 23. 

•j* This ill-advised measure was evidently considered objectionable, b(tth by the (lOvcnior Gene- 
ral of India, and by the late Sir Robert (i rant (Sec Govej nor General’s miinittr of tlui 23d September 
1838, paragraph 14, and Sir Robert Grant's minuie of the .‘>lsL IMay paragraph 57). Sir 

James Car nac, it js true, in his minute of the 4th Septemher, tjuoles a IcIKt from the Governor 
General’s secretary of the 12l7i Jid} 183U, convening his Lordsliip’s aniborily for the- eventual ele- 
vation of Appa Sahib; but the Governor General, in a subsequent letter of the 14th October 1839, 
paragraph 5, observes, tliuL his Lordship would have liesitutcd on this [ueeise measure. 
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tunity of deliberating upon it, or of exercising any jurisdiction over the question 
of succession to the principality. 

The Government of Bombay seem, indeed, to anticipate, that the principality 
may escheat,* at no distant period, to our Government, by the demise of Tippa 
Sahib. But the principality is hereditary under the treaty: and should the 
Raja hav-e no issue or natural heirs, he may adopt ; and adoption, with a 
Hindoo, is not only a right but a duty. I have the highest authority for stating 
that, even in the case of a fief or dependency, a legal adoption cannot be barred 
by the Government or lord paramount. 

On the second and third charges, I shall only observe generally, tliat it does 
not appear to me that any criminality has been fairly established against the 
Raja. The correspondence with the ex-Raja of Nagporo, if genuine, may be 
accounted for, with reference to the domestic concerns of the parties ;t .and, 
under the most unfavourable interpretation, it can be regarded only a 
“ petty and obscure intrigue.” It may be conceded, tliat two or three of our 
Native oflicers were admitted at night into the palace of the Raja, and were 
received by the Dewan, Govind Row, and perhaps by the Raja himself, altlioiigh 
his person seems not to have been identified : but, on tliis charge, I wouid 
refer again fo the judicious comineni of the late Mr, Henry Shakespear, in 
his minute of the 1 itli May 1837 ; and 1 will only add, that the Regiment 
of Native Infantry bore a high character, that there was no disaffection in the 
corps, no predisposition to mutiny, and that no attemjit to win them from their 
duty and allegiance could have been made with the slightest prospect of 
success.1 

Blit grant that these ** petty intrigues” had a real existence, and that the 
Raja wds extravagant enough to promise himself success, I must still contend, 
that thq offer of an amnesty at the last hour was a virtual aeknowledgmcnt, 
either ti^at his offences did not bear a grave and dangerous cliaracter, or tliat 
his criminality was not deemed to have been established on indisputable 
grounds. 

And why was this act of grace and mercy clogged by useless and offensive 
conditions? Useless, because, if the Raja could not be dejicndcd upon to 
respect the existing treaty, no better reliance could be placed on his adherence 
to his new engagement: ami I call them ofleusive, because the preamble to the 
new^ engagement jiroposcd to him denounced his criminality. Of’ wiiat use 
was this nrtrospect to past misconduct, real or supposed? It only placed a 
difficulty in the way of a final and satisfactory aiTaiigement. Tlie Raja may 
have shewn false pride, contumacy, and perverseness, in refusing to subscribe 
to the articles tendered to him as the conditions of his retaining his principality 
and dignity ; but, as he considered their acceptance to imjdy a confession of 
guilt, his scruples ought to have been respected. Guilt would have found it 
easy to accept the conditions proposed, in order to escape from the tiircatened 
penalty. The consciousness of reclitudc must be strong, when it impels a 
man to make a great sacrifice to a sense of honour, however mistaken : and 
1 must own tluat 1 cannot regard, otherwise than with feelings of deep com- 
miseration, that Hindoo, who could resolve to sacrifice a principality, to aban- 
don his treasures, to relinquish his home, and remove his family to a clistant 
part of the country, rather tlian make a slight concession, whicli lie I'elt must 
compromise his character. 

Tile first article of the new treaty or engagement required that the Raja 
should act up to the treaty of the S?5tli September 1819, and especially to the 
second article, by which he engages to conduct liiinself in subordination to the 
British Government, and to follow the advice of tlie British Resident: but 
this treaty was already in full force, and it required no new recognition of its 
obligations. 

The 

* See their letter of the 12th September, and the Governor’s minute of the 4th September, 1839, 
paragraph 26. 

t See Court s letter of the 26tli September 1839, whieli docs not entirely interdict “ |Trivate cor- 

respondencc.” 

% See the observations of General Lodwick, the late Resident, on the charge of tampering with 
the Sepoys. 
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The second article required that he should continue to pay the stipend to 
his brother, Appa Sahib, who has superseded him. 

The third required the dismissal of Bulwunt Row Chitnavees from the Raja’s 
councils. 

The fourth provides, that the Raja shall respect the guarantee given by the 
British Government to certain persons enumerated in a separate list, as well as 
any similar guarantee which may hereafter be extended to any other persms^ 
for the protection of their persons, property, and allowances of every descrip- 
“ tion.” 

To these guarantees, after the experience we have had of their inconve- 
nience in the case of the Guicowar, reasonable objections might, I think, be 
urged ; but it was the preamble* to the new engagement which, probably, 
constituted the great obstacle to its acceptance by the Raja. 

The (>ourt have not put forth any statement of the specific facts and parti- 
cular disclgsures on which they rely, and 1 can, therefore, only oppose my 
general impressions to their general conclusions, without attempting to give 
a more exact analysis of the merits of the case. 

Nor is it incumbent upon me to suggest the course to be pursued on the 
present occasion, for the purpose of settiyg right that which maybe wrong. It is 
not my province to originate a proposition. My tluty is, to examine and form my 
judgment upon the des])atch submitted to us, in which 1 cannot concur. I am 
quite aware of the difficulties with which the question is encompassed, and I i iilly 
admit, that it w^oiild now be almost impossible to point out any course which 
would he altogether free from objection. Under such circumstances, I might, 
perhaps, have spared myself the labour of the present discussion ; but when I 
find myself opposed to high authority, 1 should be wanting in the respect which 
is due to it, if I withheld the grounds of my opinion. I entertain the greatest 
respect for the judgment, prudence, moderation, and good feeling of Lord 
Auckland, and I only regret that his Lordship should have seen occasion to 
recede at all from his original view of the cas(^, wdiich appeared to me to be 
sound and just. 

The Court may, perhaps, have felt that, under existing circumstances, some 
concession must be made to eapedierwy^ and they have, no doubt, come to 
that decision wliich, upon the whole, appeared to be most prudent, as well as 
justifiable and necessary. But holding, as I do, a very decided opinion, 1 
cannot subscribe to premises which I do not admit, nor assist in maintaining a 
position w'hich appears to me to be untenable, nor undertake to advocate a 
policy wliich I feel to be irreconcilable with the obligations of public justice. 

(Signed) H. St. G. Tucker. 

£ast-India House, 

1st April 1840. 


AT A CQURT OF DIRECTORS, 

Held 071 Tuesday, the '^th April 1840, 

.folin Cotton, Esq., a Member of that (>ourt, delivered in a Dissent from 
the despatch to India in the Political Department, respecting the dethronement 
of the Raja of Sattara, which was approved on the 1st instant. The same was 
read, viz , — 

DISSENT. 

Having voted against the draft of a despatch to India, which passed the 
Court on Wednesday last, the 1st instant, conveying, as it does, an iiiiqualificd 

approval 

* “ Information having been received by the British Government, that your Highness, misled by 
“ evil advisers, had, in breach of tlie treiity which placed you on the throne, entered into c(»minu- 
“ nieations hostile to the British Government, an inquiry into these accusations was considered indis- 
“ pensahlow I’liis inquiry has salisfied the British Government that your Highness has exposed 
‘‘ yourself to the sacrifice of its alliance and protection; nevertheless, moved by considerations of 
“ cletiieney towards your Highness and your family, the British Government has resolved entirely 
“ to overlook what has passed, on the fallowing conditions.*' 
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approval of the measures adopted by the Government of Bombay for the final 
settlement of the Sattara question, I deem it proper to place on record ray 
reasons for giving such a vote. 

* First, in respect to the deposition of the Raja. 

• Because it appears by the minute of the late Governor of Bombay, Sir 
Robert Grant, dated 31st May 1838, and by the minutes of the Governor 
General, Lord Auckland, dated the 23d September and 29th December 1838, 
that however strong and conclusive the ex^parte evidence obtained against the 
Raja was considered to be, it was never contemplated by either of those autho- 
rities to depose the Raja absolutely, without first giving him the opportunity 
of offering an explanation of the charges established by evidence against him, 
or of refuting them altogether in a formal trial, or without the express sanction 
of the Home Authorities. This view of the case is, moreover, confirmed by 
Sir James Carnac, in his minute of the 4th September last, in the following 
words : “ His Lordship therefore finally resolved not to act, but determined 
“ to await instructions from the Home Authorities on the case generally ; the 
“mode of trial, if a trial was judged proper, and respecting the policy to be 
“ observed, in the event of the Raja being found guilty.** 

Because, in offering the Raja an amnesty for all alleged violations of the 
treaty, it was a distinct admission on the part of the Government, that his 
offences and guilt were not of that serious and dangerous character, as to 
render his deposal necessary ; and his rejection of the amnesty, fettered with 
the terms and conditions proposed to him, furnished afterwards no just cause 
for resorting to the opposite and extreme measure of absolute deposition, and 
subjccthig him to the same degree of punishment and degradation as other 
j)rinces wlio had been defeated and taken in open hostility against the British 
Governyicnt. 

Because I am of opinion, that the obvious course to be pursued, after the 
rejection of Hie amnesty, would, in fairness and justice to the Raja, in accord- 
ance with the previous act of the Government itself, and in deference to the 
Home Aflthoiities, have been to have deprived the Raja of power only, and 
to have assumed the administration of tlie country, declaredly lor his behalf 
and that of’ his family, pending a reference to England for the final decision 
of the question. 

Secondly, in respect of the succession of the Raja*s brother, Appa Sahib. 

Because it appears not merely that his elevation to the gadi was never 
proposed, cither by the late Governor of Bombay or by tlie Governor General, 
but they, as well as the other local authorities, were, in the event of the Raja’s 
deposal bejjig determined u])on, decidedly opposed to it, on the grounds of his 
conduct bearing strong marks of suspicion, not only of his having united with 
his brother, tlie Raja, in intrigues against the British Government, but of 
having engaged in intrigues himself, with a view to his own succession to the 
gadi, and because it had no sanction whatever from the Home Authorities. 

(Signed) John Cotton. 

7th April 1840. 


John Shepherd, Esq., likewise a Member of this Court, delivered in a Dissent 
from the despatcli to India in the Political Department regarding the 3attara 
case. The same was read, viz . — 

Dissent. 

I concur generally in the view taken of this important subject by my HoneJur- 
able Colleague, Mr. Tucker, which he has so ably expounded in his Dissent. 

The ofler of an amnesty to the Raja of Sattara having been finally decided 
upon, it was injudicious to clog it with stipulations calculated to defeat its 
object. 

The preamble of the conditions, which his Highness was called upon to sign, 
entangled him in an admission of guilt. It also involved the Government in 
the glaring inconsistency of propounding a principle, which required the 
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strongest proof of the Raja’.s unworthiness to reign, as a necessary condition on 
which he was to be continued on the gadi. 

Who will deny that his rejection of the proposal furnishes presumptive evi- 
dence of his innocence, and raises him more in the estimation of the world, 
than if he had ignominiously complietl, for the sake of retaining his so- 
vereignty ? ^ 

The setting up of Appa Sahib, who had manifested hostile and most un- 
natural feelings towards his brother — who had been long an anxious aspirant 
to the throne, and who was himself strongly sus[)ccted of lieing concerned in 
the Sattara intrigues — is, in my opinion, neither justified upon any view of 
policy or justice- 

The policy of dcnionslrating* the disinterestedness of tlic Governincnt, of 
shewing that they arc actnaleu by no feelings of self-aggrandizement, would 
have liecn sufficiently exhibited, by iindertaking the management of the prin- 
cipality on tlie part of the Kaju ; and llii* baneful example of disloyalty e.nd 
intrigue being rewarded with a throne w'onld have been avoided. 

These are briefly my imjnessions on tiie two important ])oints; v/z. the de- 
])osal of the Kaja, and the instailatio'.i of bis brotlicr as bis successor : they are 
the result of a laborious and impartial investigation of the voluminous docu- 
ments laid before the Court. 

(Signed) John Sheciik ri\ 

East- India House, 

4lh April 1810. 


AT A COUlll' OF DIRECTORS, 

Held on IVcdncsdaij^ the S/// April 1840, 

John Forbes, Esq., a member of this Court, delivered in a ili.sseiit from ilje 
despatch to India in the Political Department, respecting tlie dejfosilion of 
the Raja of Sattara, which was approved on the 1st inslant. Tiie sar.ie was 
read ; iv:. — 

Dissent. 

'riie stability of Hritisli rule in India is so blended with its good name, 
that whatever involves the one, must inevitably ailect the oilier. 'To wbai 
extent our empire of opinion in ibut quarter may liave been shocked, bow far- 
the atlacbniciits of the Natives to tlieir ancient princes may have been wounded, 
and in wlint tlegrcc the confidence of the Native princes themsflves in the 
justice of the liritisli (iovernment may have been sliakcn by the proceedings 
against the Raja of Sattara, are questions too imyiortant to iiritisb interests, ami 
above all to the interests of public justice, to allow any one, however bumble, 
to liave it inferred against biiu^liat be bad approved those proceedings, because 
he had taken no course to signify bis dissent. A brief and meagre document, 
com|)rising a few ilbAvritten paragrajihs, and called a despatcli, has just jiasseii 
the Court of Directors, conveying a complete approval of the measures of the 
Indian Government on the Sattara question, iiad it taken a view, however 
short and summary, of* the facts of the case, and stated reasons for concurring 
n the measures of the Government abroad, some title to be considered “ a state 
lapei ” might have been accorded to it; but, wanting as it is in these retpii- 
sites, it is still further deficient in the essential characteristics of accuracy and 
consistency in the former, for affirming that, previously to the arrival of Sir 
James Carnac, “ the case against the liaja had, in the progress of the inquiry, 
“ assumed a miicli more serious character than it presented when first brought 
“ to our notice and in the latter, for deviating from the wise and just disin- 
clination heretofore expressed, “to attach serious importance to the allegations 
“ against the llaja.” In the interval of Sir James Carnac's departure from 
this country and his arrival at Bombay, no evidence that could fairly be called 
trustNvorthy had been obtained. Exposed, as the Raja was, to the schemes of 
persons at once vindictive, interested, and ambitious-— deprived of the support 
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and assistance of his own servants^ but more particularly the favour of the Go- 
vernment having been withdrawn from him, it was no marvel that stories were 
coined as rapidly as they could be put into cftculation. This, indeed, is the 
quality of all the evidence, from first to last, against the Raja; and, unhap- 
pily, the Government of India, and the Authorities at Home, have been the 
dupes, whilst the Raja has been the victim of such testimony. 

No fiction was too gross to obtain the implicit belief, and enjoy the elaborate 
vindication of the Indian Governments, wdiilst the most unwearying ingoniiily 
wove a web of intrigue, which caught in its capacious folds, and converted 
into accomplices, the great stales of luirope, the Pasha of Egyjit, the venerable 
but insidious relic of Portuguese greatness at Goa, tlie deposed and dependent 
Princes of India, the tribes of Arbusthan,* the Raja of Nepal forsooth, and 
lastly, the maritime jiou ct of the Hubsbee ! It is to results obtained by evi- 
dence on which no grand jury in England would liave sent a case to trial, that 
the Home Government have attaclied their sanction and approval. 'fheir 
“ warm commendation of the conduct of Sir .hones Carnac, and their deep la- 
“ mentation, tluit tl:e li.aja was so infatuated as to reject the liberal terms ofiered 
“ to him,” induce some remarks on the jiroceeilings of tliat iunctiobary, before 
consideration be bad for that monstrous violation and (lofiaiicc oi’ tlic Ibnv.s 
and principles of British justice, exhibited by all the authorities, in absohitely 
j)unisbing a supposed delinquent wntbout trial. 

About three years previously to Sir James Carnac^s ajipoint merit to Bom- 
bay, an inquiry, so called, had been instituted into certain alleged intrigues of 
the Raja against the British Government, J'bc ojiinions oi’ the members of ti'c? 
Cioverninents of India and of Bombay, together with the sentiments of tiie 
Secret, (k)minittee, were Irom time to time recorded during th.e progress of 
that inquiiy. With but one exce|)tioii,t and liiat one or' great value, tlie 
mcinber^ of the Governments abroad eventually appear to iuive been satisfied 
with the cvid^iee adduced against the Raja, though it will be seen that, down 
to a late jieriod of the so called investigations, there was a good deal of doubt 
expressed by individual members of the conclusiveiicss of the proof, as well as 
of th.e expediency of following out inquiries connected w'itli ailliirs, not only 
in themselves of no importance, but presenting no grounds for apprehension 
from other quarters. 

The Supreme Govermneiit addressing the Bombay Government, under date 
‘2d October 18d7> ti*id having had before them the? proceedings U|ion one of 
tlie charges against the Rajii, which w as that of combining w ith Native powders, 
and wiili J0uro})eai) powers, allies of the British, to overthrow^ tlie Britisli 
G<A'ei nmeiit, dechu e tlieir oj>ii!ion, that no such combinations existed. They 
obstMve : “As for the alleged combinations w^ith tlie Foriugucse and with 
“ Ar.diia, alluded to in the documents which accompanietl your letter of oOth 
“ ultimo, the Governor Citmeral in Council could not but legard sucli plots 
“ (even had tlie accounts wdiich iiad been iViruished of them seemed less iir;- 
“ probable than they <lo) to he too extravagant to be entertained for a ino- 
“ meiit by any pei\so*n in Ins senses, wliile it ap^ieais from the ro])oit of th(‘ 
“ (k)mmissioii, that the Raja oi Saltara is by no means deficient in undcr- 
“ standing/’ 

With reference to any attempt of tiie Raja to form a combination of this 
sort, and especially with the ex-Raja of Nagpore, the Supreme Governinenl 
state that, in the opinion of the Governor General, the evidc?nce of the cliief 
witness “ is in the highest degree suspicious.” “ Tite alleged communication 
“ (say the Government) between Elojee Bappoo anti the ex-Raja of Nagpore 
“ is admitted to have originated in some domestic concerns. Tiie evidence oi' 
“that individual and his servant are full of discrepancies, and it was only 
“ after repeated examinations that they were induced to implicate the Raja of 
“ Sattara, as having any knowledge of the communications.” On another 
point which liad been urged against the Raja by the Bombay Government, the 
Government of India in the same letter remark : “ The Governor Ggneral in 
“ Council sees little or nothing in the evidence recorded in the documents 

** which 

t Mr. Shakespear, who will be adverted to hereafter. 
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** ivhich accompanied your letter of the 4th ultimo, to inculpate the Raja. 
** There is no direct evidence against bis Highness of any kind, as regards the 
** supposed intrigue with the Hubshee, save that the Hubshee*s Vakeel, who 
“ was a relative of Bulwunt Row Chitnavees, the hereditary secretary of state, 
** was introduced to his Highness, that the Raja read a letter and afterwards 
threw it into the fire, and that he received a present of cocoa-nuts fjgom 
Bulwunt Row Chitnavees. Against the last-named individual criminality is 
‘‘ established. There is nothing of a treasonable nature in the paper found 
“ concealed in the Doll ; and if there was, evidence has been given to prove 
that he (the Chitnavees) was the author of its contents.” 

So much for the sufficiency of the evidence adduced in these particular in- 
stances. Then, as to the expediency of such inquiries, the Governor (ieneral, 
in the same letter (i2d October 1837), repeats a suggestion contained in the con- 
cluding paragraph of his letter of the 7th August, and yet more strongly urges 
“ the inconvenience and uncertainty of these proceedings, and the absolute 
“ necessity of bringing them to an early termination.” In a letter dated l6th 
October 1837, in reply to further letters (23d and 25th September 1837) from 
tlie Bombay Government, the Secretary to the Supreme Government states : 
The proceedings in the communications now acknowledged arc not such as 
to meet the approbation of his Lordship in Council.” In the same letter 
he further states : “ The papers now acknowledged have strongly confirmed 
“ the Governor General in Council in the opinion already expressed, that this 
“ perplexed and protracted scrutiny should be at once brought to a conclu- 
“ sion, or, at least, that all the collateral inquiries which have been in so many 
quarters instituted should be discontinued as soon as practicable, it being for 
“ the real interests ox tlie British Government, whilst it watches and represses 
“ with vigilance and firmness the active movements of insurrection, to disregard 
“ rumours, and even in many cases the realities of petty and obscure ifjtrigues, 
“ dependence being placed for the internal peace of the empirc^ipon its own 
manifest strength and the fears of the disaffected (of whom, in the very 
“ iiatiu e of things, from the transfer of powder and property, there must be 
many), and upon the general interests of the populatiou, which cannot but 
** be opposed to violent commotion. His Lordship in Council is sorry at fcel- 
“ ing himself compelled to add, that, in the present instance, tlie idea of inis- 
“ trust and insecurity on the part of the British Government may have been 
“ widely spread, from Rajpootaiia to Madras and Malabar, thougli the affair is 
“ one of no real importance to our power.” He adds: “ Against the further 
“ prosecution of those hazardous proceedings, the Governor General in'Coun- 
“ cil deems it incumbent upon him to interfere, so as to prevent any further 
“ aggravation of this evil.” 

Again, on the 23d of September 1838, Lord Aucklaiurs estimate of the cha- 
racter of the intrigues, in which it was alleged the Raja was engaged with Goa 
and Joudporc, shows still more decisively the extreme inexpediency of these 
giatuitous inquiries. He says : “ It being known that the secret has been dis- 
“ covered, it may be impolitic not to take notice of that, from which, had we 
“ continued in real or affected ignorance of it, we should have sustained no 
“ harm.” 

Well would it have been for the sagacity of our Governors, if the principles 
laid down in the foregoing papers had been present to all the functionaries 
involved in these inquiries ? But no : the untiring assiduity of the Bombay 
Government collected, in large quantities, fresh materials for delusion. Evi- 
dence, oral and documentary, not a whit more worthy of belief than that which 
we have seen condemned by the Supreme Government, though infinitely more 
voluminous, was heaped upon the credulous judges of the poor Raja, until, by 
reiteration, the charges moulded into various forms, and with apparently 
greater claims to attention, came to be seriously entertained, and the Govern- 
ment were fairly driven from their prudential principles. At this period, a new 
actor appeared on the stage. And here let it be remembered, that whilst the 
full right is exercised of canvassing and condemning the proceedings of Sir 
James Carnac, there is no desire on the part of those whom his unfortunate 

policy 
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of that court, and in right of that office a member of the Secret Committee, 8 April 184C 

consequently in full possession of the facts relating to Sattara, left England to Dissent, 
aisumc the Government of Bombay towards the beginning of 183 {). He took 
oul^with him no instructions to depose the Raja. On the contrary, the univer- 
sal impresssion at the India House, confirmed by his own known opinions on 
the subject, was, that the new Governor was empowered not only to suppress 
all further inquiry, but to consign the entire question to complete oblivion. 

One vote, at least, in the Court of Directors was cordially given to the candi- 
date for the vacant Government, one voice was raised in congratulation, that 
among many grounds of qualification. Sir James Carnac felt for the wrongs of 
the Raja, and was resolved to stay his protracted persecution. But what w»as 
the result? The new’ Governor, on his landing, fell under evil influence ; 
poison was poured into his car by some insidious adviser; the idea of condi- 
tional pardon took the place of perfect oblivion, and the Raja, under circum- 
stances in wduch his personal dignity appears to have been little consulted, was 
required to return to the confidence of the British Government, on terms 
whi( h the sequel will show to have been equally harsh, uncalled for, and 
unwise. 

The conditions were embodied in a Mahratta memorandum, prefaced by 
reflections so gratuitously ofletisive, that if the Governor had dcsiretl the rejec- 
tion of liis terras, he could not have adopted means more certain to attain his 
object. 

His Highness was told that information, impcaching his good faith towards 
the power that had jjlaced him on the throne, had induced the British Goverii- 
meut toMnake inquiries; that those inquiries had satisfied them of his guilt; 
that he ift\d therefore forfeited their good opinion, and tieserved to lose all the 
advantages wjiich he had hert tofore enjoyed under their favour ; and lastly^ 
that il' lie hoped for pardon, he must sign a confession of guilt! No impartial 
man will deny, that the signing of these terms was a complete implication of 
sucli confession. Was this the oblivion untrammelled by terms? Was this am- 
nesty, which common sense would define to be a total erasure from the memory? 

On the contrary, the royal victim of this oblivion was required to record a per- 
manent, ever-present, self-attested proof of his own treachery and ingratitude; 
and tile bitterness of such treatment was aggravated by the stern denial of all 
opportunity of explanation or defence. 

'fhe first condition, upon the face of it, was superflnous. The Raja was 
called upon to say that he would “strictly, and in good faith,” act up literally 
to all the articles of the treaty of the 2.0th September 18199*and especially the 
second article olThat treaty, which is as follows: 

“ The Raja, for himsell*, his heirs and successors, engages to iiold the terri- 
“ lory in snhordinate coopeiation with the British Government ; and lobe 
“ guided in all matteis by tlie advice of the British Agent at his Highness's 
“ Court.*' 

This was a mere repetition tf the second article of the treaty by which his 
Highness was already bound. Besides, if the (iovernraent had •reason to be- 
lieve that his Highness had infringed it, the mere reiteration of it could hardly 
have made it more stringent. But to talk of the Raja “ holding his territory 
“ in subordinate co-operation,” is to infer that he does, or can, liolil it indepen- 
dently of the British Government. The idea is ludicrous to a degree. The 
Raja of Sattara is a powerless prince, whom, cii the first actot hostility, a single 
regiment would divest of liis territory. He holds that territory in the most 
complete and .inevitable subordination and dependence, and therefore, with sx) 
obvious a fact before the Governor, and after what he had himself recorded on 
this point, the demand made upon his Highoess was an act of gratuitous 
severity.* No higher authority than that of General Robertson can be adduced, 
against so much of the condition in question as might be supposed to control 
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the right of correspondence ; and when the advocates of justice avail themselves 
of opinions, rendered doubly valuable by the long official intimacy of him who 
holds them with the victim of these proceedings, the lovers of independence, 
of a straightforward, high, and honourable bearing, will gladly offer to that 
gallant and intelligent oflicer the humble, but hearty testimony of their admi- 
ration. General Robertson says : “ Now, in regarti to the article, though it 
“ was, no doubt, highly necessary to require the Raja's assent to it when^jhe 
treaty was first framed, and when society was unsettled, and our authority 
“ was not so rooted as it is now, yet it does not follow that it was to be so 
•* strictly enforced in ail times ensuing, and when circumstances no longer 
“ required the same caution. As times change, so do laws, especially laws 
“ which are highly penal: also, after a time, the very stringent articles in 
“ treaties came to be silently modified and relaxed, and scarcely, if this is ever 
the case, a breach of such laws and treaties is [)unished with ti)e full penal- 
ties attached to it. The present is an instance in which such a principle 
should be recognised.”* 

Jlut further he tells us, that Sir John Malcolm had actually relaxed that 
article of the treaty ; so that, even at a period when greater strictness might 
have been necessary, a modification was permitted, which, in the present more 
matured and settled state of society, has been thought to be too perilous to 
the Britisli power to be continued. 

But the privilege of corresponding without the intervention of the Resident 
was admitted by no less an authority than the Home Government, who dis- 
tinctly told the Raja, when he sent to the care of the Court letters addressed 
by him to three gentlemen in England, that though they could not be the 
medium of his correspondence, there was no restriction whatever gpon his 
direct correspondence. 

The Ilaja has been blamed for employing other agency than that of the 
Resident : but, not to speak of the inconsiderateness of this blame, hnder the 
peculiarly difficult position of the Raja, w'ho, on the one hand, had been 
deprived of his servants, and on the other, was rei)iilsed by the “ reserve ** 
of the Resident, its propriety, and indeetl good policy, have been fully recog- 
nised by the Governor General himself: for what does his secretary say, in 
addressing the Bombay Government on the Itith October 1837? He says: 
“ I am desired at the same time to state, with reference to the altered state of 
“ European society, ami to the freedom of access to this country now granted, 
•• that tlic policy may be questionable, of discouraging respectable individuals, 
“ like Dr. Milne, from undertaking the defence of Natives of rank, who would 
“probably be d<iveii by such discouragement to resort to the aid of adven- 
“ turers, careless alike of the reputation of the accused and of their own Govern- 
“inent.” • 

So far, then, the second and fifth articles of llie treaty have been signally 
relaxed and modified by the highest authorities, botli at home and abroad. 
After tlic actual cessation of these restraints, both as to correspojulence and 
the intervention of the Re.sidein, no surprise ought reasonably to be felt at 
the rejection of tliis condition. On the contrary, it must be plain thttt, to be 
agairj snbjeelevi to them, would be a state of subserviency and degradation, 
hurtlul to his dignity and to the efficient administration of his country. But 
will any man of common feeling, will any right-tliinking Englishman, say that, in 
this particular case, the suffering party ought to have been debarred tiom the 
protection which he implored, from any quarter in which he saw a disposition 
to sympathize and protect? What says the Acting Resident ?t “1 waited 
“ upon his lliglnijss the Raja, and delivered the letter to him from the Right 
“ Honourable the Governor, acquainting him of my appointment to officiate 
“as Resident. Very little passed on this occasion. His Highness's manner 
“ was conciliatory, and he professed himself willing to give every information in 
“ his power.” Again : “ In the interviews above alluded to, the Raja showed 

an 


* Speech of General Robertson in the debate at the East India House, February ISth, on the 
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“an inclination to put himself in my hands; but as my communications with 
him at this crisis are necessarily reserved and distant, in accordance with my 
instructions, this feeling on his part must be expected to wear off*.” 

A policy more fatal to confidence could not have been devised, or one 
rnore certain to create other modes of communication. The Raja naturally 
felt alarmed and doubtful. He could have no assurance that his wishes would 
be ^conveyed to Government, and sought, by other channels, that access 
which the repulsive demeanour of their Resident had utterly closed against 
him. 

The second condition stipulated for the payment to Appa Sahib of all 
allowances heretofore received by him, that he should be put in possession of 
all his private property, and that, should any disputes arise on this head, it 
was to be adjusted by the Resident. He was, moreover, to be permiitetl to 
reside at any place he* himself might choose, under the protection of the llri- 
tish Government. 

The Raja freely accepted this condition, lie discharged from his recollec- 
lion the deep injuries he liad received from his brother, and all his ingratitude, 
and thus exhibited a noble disposition, the reverse of* tlint “ unscrupulous vin- 
dictiveness” which has been imputed to him.* 

"J'hc third condition demanded that the Chitnavees (or licreditary secretary 
of state) should be dismissed from his Highness’s counsels, and not permitted 
to reside within the Sattara territories, without the sanction of the Britisli 
Government. The Raja did not yield a reluctant assent to this proposition. 
That assent was consistent with what had formerly happened. On tlie 1^2th 
August 1S3G, the liombay Government declared, that tlie compliance or non- 
compliance, on the part of the Raja, with the demand of* the Resident for the 
surrender of the parties charged with the attempt on the fidelity of the troops, 
might be held to be a test of his guilt or innocence. On the 7th October 
Colonel i^odwick, then Resident, who was so doubtful of the Raja’s compli- 
ance that he liad actually pointed out the propriety of taking military posses- 
sion of* Sattara, reported that, within one liour from his ileparture from the 
palace, the jirisoners arrived. 

The fourth condition was as follows: “The persons whose names are 
“ inserted in a separate list having been guaranteed by the Ilritish Government 
“ in person, property, and allowances of every description, as the same stood 
“ in July ISof), this guarantee is to be binding on your Highness, and all com- 
“ plaints against them are to be referred to the Resident. Should it appear 
“ necessary, hereafter, to the British Government to add the names of any 
“ other persons to tiiis list, the same guarantee is to be extended to them ; and 
“it is to be acteil upon in good faith by your Highness, in any manner that 
“may bo pointed out by the British (Government. All complaints against 
“ these persons are to be referred to the British Resident for his adjustment.” 

If the feelings of the unhappy victim of arbitrary power had previously been 
hurt, by the attempt to wrest from him a consent to his own degradation, a 
proj)osaI such as this, so replete with offence, alone was wanting to fill the 
measure of his iiufignation and despair. Was it through the medium of such 
a demand as this that his Highness’s penetration “ would recognise the mode- 
“ ration of the British Government, and the expediency of a prompt acquies- 
“cence?” 

U’lie acceptance of tliis condition would have placed the Raja in an atmos- 
phere of disappointed intrigue and thwarted ambition. He would have been 
enveloped for the remainder of his days in a cloud of his enemies, whose fresh 
malignities would have been fed by the impunity wrung from their victim. 
And to whom was he to appeal ? He, ^ sovereign prince, to appeal for protec- 
tion from his own subjects? To no other than tlie Resident ; to the very 
functionary who had calmly listened to, and placidly believed, all their original 
statements, which, under the influence of a most lamentable credulity, he 
received with eiiccmragement, and represented with alacrity', as evidence beto- 
kening a great convulsion. 

• There 
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PAPERS. The Rajahs ready assent to the second proposition, namely, that of a real, 

un of Directors, wot a nominal amnesty to his brother Appa Sahib, might surely have been 
8 April 1840. taken as an earnest of his forgiving temper ; but, if this were not sufficient, 
Dissent. the repeated assurances of the Raja, that he would do his enemies no harm, 
that is, that he would neither contrive nor sanction mischief against them 
for their machinations against him, ought to have preserved him from this offi- 
cial importunity. 

The fourth condition would only have been justifiable by a fair trial. If 
the Raja had been condemned, either deposal or pardon would have followed. 
If the former, a guarantee would, of course, have been superfluous; if the 
latter, it might have been insisted upon. But if the Raja had been acquit- 
ted, then it was clear that the witnesses were persons at once perjured and 
infamous, and unworthy of all protection. 

So flir from leniency and moderation, these terms were most , harsh and 
oppressive. They could have been accepted only by conscious guilt or a 
debased spirit; but to a man w'ho felt aggrieved, first by wrongs of which he 
had complained for years without redress, then by unjust charges, and lastly 
by the rclusal of a fair trial or any trial at all, it was a gross aggravation of the 
injuries inflicted upon him, to assume that he was guilty of ingratitude and 
treachery, 'fhe Raja's prompt and steady rejection of all terms, unless full 
opportunity had been given for the vindication of his character, even though 
• that rejection involved the forfeiture of his throne, is the strongest moral 
proof of the Raja's innocence, worthy of his high and ancient lineage, and of 
universal respect and admiration. 

But if the impropriety ol the course adopted by the Government,bc good 
ground for withholding ‘‘ the warm commendation so freely accorded by the 
Court, the reasons for dissenting from the despatch are infinitely increased in 
force by the melancholy fact, that not one single wonl of repreh'ension is 
addressed to the Government abroad for their great irregularity, to say the 
least of their ])rocecdings, in not giving the Raja a fair trial ; nay, as I have 
before said, a trial at all. 

A great deal of speculation agitated the respective Governments as to the 
precise form of trial ; but every plan that was suggested presented so much 
difficulty and was so full of inconvenience ; so much alarm existed, that the 
Raja, in the prosecution of his defence, might increase the embarrassments 
which had already resulted from the cx-parlc inquir ies ; ami more than all, so 
sensitive were the authorities on the score of the Raja’s dignity, and so jea- 
lous of any offence against it, by bringing liim before a judicial tribunal 
notwithstanding the anxiety of the object of all this tenderness to be heard in 
his vindication, that it was at length determined, with much delicacy and con- 
sideration, at once to depose the Raja without the affront of a trial ! 

Three modes of dealing with the Raja off*ered themselves to the mind of Sir 
James Carnac. First, a formal trial ; secondly, hostile operations ; thirdly, 
remonstrance, passing over his offences, and signifying a hope that clemency 
might give rise to better feelings. 

The first of these measures, to which alone it is intended to advert, received 
no favour from the Governor; because be was of opinion there was no ordinary 
tribunal to which the Raja could be made amenable, and a special one must 
be organized, viz, a Commission. But this, in his view, would have been 
objectionable, because it would have exposed the Government to suspicion. 
The fair lame of the Government might iiave been damaged by the proceed- 
ings of a Commission composed of their servants. 

The next objection to a trial by Commission was, that thereby the 
Government might seem to determine that the Raja was a subject of that 
Government. 

The applicability of this objection to the inquiries that had already taken 
place was apparently too unimportant to have occurred to the Governor. 

Thciji came a powerful objection, revealing the great, the irrei)ressible con- 
sideration and tenderness already adverted to, viz, that by trying liim, the 
Government would be accused of degrading a sovereign from his acknowledged 
, rank, 
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rank, of oflfering violence to his feelings and dignity, and of assuming a right 
of superiority to^ which we have no just claim. 

If the Governor felt that there was little force in these “ accusations,** which 
hp tells us he did, why did he give effect to them by not trying the Raja ? But, 
consistently with his dread of them, he ought to have refrained from the first 
of his notable conditions, referring to the subordinate co-operation** of the 
stale of Sattara. 

Next came a remarkable objection, which requires no comment. Such a 
Commission as has been recommended would appear inexpedient, unless we 
were quite certain of the result ; for if the inquiry should terminate in an 
acquittal, we should lose something in point of character, while the Raja would 
be little benefited. 

The Governor proceeds to say : A prince suspended from ifis sovereignty 
and put upon his trial, even though acquitted, would be irreparably injured 
in the estimation of his subjects. He would command little respect from 
“ them, when they saw with how little respect he was treated by his ally.’* 
The opinion of a Governor, who had seen so much of Native princes, is 
undoubtedly to be treated with respect; but it must, in this case, be received 
with caution, because the Raja, who may fairly be held to be a competent 
judge upon tlie point, earnestly invited the fullest investigation. 

'J'he last objections are, in the view of the Governor, quite conclusive, 
namely, that no more information would be gained beyond what they already 
h:id ; and that the (Commission would only prolong a state of uncertainty and 
irritation, which had continued long enough, and thus be a source of mis- 
chief. . 

Here was the fatal error, the ineffaceable stain upon all tlie proceedings of 
the GovVrnmeiit. They conceived that inquiry on one side alone was essen- 
tial to al:?curate conclusions; and it will be only fair to assume, that they 
adoj)ted this iiuilateral proceeding, because they inferred that the Raja, unlike 
all other criminals, had nothing to say why judgment should not be passed 
upon liim. 

Tlie Governor General, under date 11th July 1839, assents to all these 
opinions. He, too, “ sees the embarrassments of a formal trial,** and all the 
objections that would be raised, in quarters of the highest authority, against 
** a summary act of extreme severity,*’ and **is compelled to acknowledge the 
“ expediency of the milder course,’* But mark what follows. He relies upon 
the judgment and discretion of the Governor, but fairly invites him to depose 
the liaja, by assuring him that he is prepared to support any strong decision 
upon which he may determine, whether that decision l)e for the deposition of 
the Raja, the substitution of ins brother, or for any other modified course of 
curtailing his political and military power. 

Mr. Bird, in his minute of the 11th April 1839, and indeed all the then 
members of the Government, suggest difficulties in the way of a Commission 
sitting upon the R»ja ; but it seems to have escaped them, that it was upon 
evidence obtained before a Commission that a case was framed, on which, in 
conjunction with the other ill-supported charges, they were all prepared to 
adopt a course of the severest character against the Raja.* ‘After giving 
credence to the evidence before the Commission, fatally to the interests of 
justice, these gentlemen hold, that tlie case ought not to be judicially treated, 
“ because it is entirely political.** How came it, then, that it was by means of 
a Commission, a strictly judicial tribunal, that this political offender was 
deemed by them to be guilty, and ultimately punished ? If another inquiry by a 
Commission had not, as they say, been beset with difficulties of all sorts, it is 
lair to infer they would have granted it. But if they were satisfied, as they 
say they were, why admit that they would have granted another? If it w^as 
because a suspicion arose in their minds, that the poor Raja had not had a fair 
opportunity of defending himself, then the first inquiry and all its results are 
valueless, and ought to be revoked. 

But U\ in the whole of this voluminous and complicated case, a cogent 

exam|)le 

• Bengal Secret Consultations. Resolution of Government of India, 1st ^lay 1839. 
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example were wanting, of the evil of confiding in an inquiry conducted with 
reference to the merits of one side alone, it would be found.in tlie history of 
the cliargc against the Raja, of attempting to seduce from their allegiance 
three Native officers of the Company’s army. 

On the 22d July 1836, Colonel Lodwick transmitted to the Governor of 
Bombay the depositions of two Soobadars of the ^3d regiment, to the effect 
that attempts had been made on their fidelity by a Brahmin, hitherto unknown 
to them, who stated himself to be an emissary of various states, who had 
combined together, with the privity of the Sattara Raja and his Dewan, to 
expel the British from India. A Havildar was also represented to liave been 
subjected to the attempts of the Brahmin. His deposition was not taken on 
the SSd July, when the other two officers made their depositions: he was not 
examined until the 3d October. Subsequent proceedings were reported from 
time to time, implicating the Raja ; but doubt rested on the mind of Colonel 
Lodwick, as to whether there was really a plot after all. He observes : It is 
“ truly vexatious, that every arrangement tending to discover the plot, if there 
“ really is one, should be marred."* This was followed by the arrest, on the 
7th October, of several persons charged with being concerned in the con- 
spiracy, if there w'cre one, namely, Govind Row^ Dezvan, in the service of the 
Raja of Sattara ; Ifntajee^ a begging Brahmin, the person first mentioned, re- 
siding in Sattara ; Fursusham^ 2LperJumer^ nephew to the Brahmin, residing in 
the same place ; and Cooshea Maloo^ a menial in the service of Ciovind Row. 
The Governor resolved to appoint a Secret Commission for a fiill inquiry into 
the case, and he nominated Colonel Lodwick, Mr. Willoughby, and Colonel 
Ovans, to be members of the Commission. 

The proceetlings of the Commissioners began at Sattara on the ISth October 
1836, and closed on the 0th November 1836. *’ 

The Commission received the depositions of all the persons above-mfeniioiicd, 
and they also examined the Raja of Sattara. 

The evidence of other persons was also taken, together with that of a AVz/iw, 
Avhose name is not mentioned fiom his fear of the consequences, but whom it 
may be well to mention in this place, because he was the secret spring of the 
plot imputed to the Raja, but in truth the chief conspirator against that prince, 

“ Ballfijce Punt NatooF 

The result of the inquiry was the conviction, on the part of the Commission, 
of the existence of the conspiracy, and the guilty participation of‘ the Raja. 
But the Commissioners remark, “ The conspiracy proved before us is not of 
“ the extensive and dangerous nature inferred from the first reports on the 
“ subject. It is, in fact, as far as we can see, of the most contemptible descrip- 
tion, consisting merely of an attempt on the part of his Highness tlie Raja 
‘‘ of Sattara, his Dewan, and an intriguing Brahmin of the worst character, to 
“ seduce two Soobadars and a Havildar, and, doubtless through their means, 

“ the Sepoys of* the J23d regiment from their allegiance, ami to secure them to 
“ his Highness’s interest on some future occasion of need." 

The Bombay Government, in their resolutions, dated l^ith December 183(5, 
express their concurrence, generally, in the views of the Commissioners, • 
agreeing with them, that the evidence tlicy had submitted was sufficient to 
convict the Raja of having tampered with the Native officers. In a minute of 
January 1837 the* Governor states, that “ no overt act has been proved against 
the Raja and that, as the evidence may not be deemed sufficient to justify 
the adoption of an extreme course against the Raja, suggests that a middle 
course should be adopted. In a minute dated 15th August 1837, he adverts 
to the preceding minute ; and, in connection with the charge against his 
Highness, of having attempted to corrupt the Native officers, observes : “ The 
** case against the Raja was not at that lime a very strong one. The ei'idencc, 
though satisfactory to us, was stick as might he questioned^ without any ohsti- 
nate incredulity^ He adds, his opinion, as to the course wiiich siioiild be 
adopted towards the Raja, had changed, in consequence of further information 
respecting the views and proceedings of his Highness. But it should be re- 
‘ marked, 


* 2d October 1839. I.ettcr fo Colonel Felix. 
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marked) that this additional information does not bear upon the charge of his 
attempt to corrupt the Sepoys. The case against the Raja in this particular, 
wiiich was not strong in January 1837, had not acquired any strength in tlie 
succeeding month of August. The evidence remained in the latter month as 
it w^as in. the former; such as “ might be questioned without any obstinate 
“ iy credulity.” 

The ** confessions ” of the Dewan are much relied on, as proof against tlic 
Raja ; but when the circumstances under which tliey were obtained are con- 
sidered, it is impossible not to see that they were wholly worthless as evidence, 
and would have been rejected by any properly constituted tribunal. He had 
already made a partial confession, which was thought by the Bombay Govern- 
ment to be important as far as it went, and further disclosures were expected ; 
but, relative to these, the Government of India make the following remarks :* 
“ Except from the statement which may probably be made by Govind Row, 
“ Ins Lordship in Council sees nothing in all this evidence winch is likely to 
“ throw light on the conduct of the Raja, so far as it is proper or incumbent 
“ on us to inquire into it, and under the circumstances of recent strict duress 
“ and expected liberty, under wliich this evidence is to be elicited, it must be 
“viewed with very considerable caution.” And afterwards, in the same dcs- 
jiatch, the Government of India observe: “ The Governor General in Council 
“will look with some anxiety, though, under the circumstances, not without 
“ suspicion, to any further confession which he may offer to support by direct 
“ and substantial proof, which may be made by Govind Row, as tending to 
“ weaken or confirm the original charge made against the Raja or any of* his 
“ familyi^f attempting to seduce our Sepoys from their allegiance.” 

The strict “duress” in which (Jovind Row was placed was a judicial ex- 
pedient new to English justice, that the employnicut of it is another proof 
that the Raja had not had a fair trial. 

The facts are iliese. In December 1885, the Dewan’s mother addressed a 
letter to the Governor, directly implicating in an alleged conspiracy the Raja 
of Sattara and his lamily. This document was not received until March 183(i. 
The allegations contained in it were acknowledged to be important, and to 
demand inquiry. An inquiry was not instituted until the following July. 
When the investigation was directed to be commenced, promises of lenient 
treatment in respect to her son were made, b}'^ orders of Government, to the mo- 
ther, provided her statements should prove to be well founded. Witnesses were 
required : they did not come forward. The reason of their not coming forward 
Colonel Ovans, the Acting Resident at Sattaia, represented to be a belief, on 
the part of Cxovind Row’s friends, that his release was certain ; and, to obviate 
this difficulty. Colonel Ovans recommended the placing the Dewan in close 
confinement. To this proposition the Government acceded, and the prisoner 
w^as removed from Poona, where he had hitherto been kept, to Ahmeduugger. 
Witnesses came forward ; but satisfactory evidence, so called, was not obtained. 
The Dewan continued in close confinement. At length, liowever, some of his 
relations were permitted to visit liim, and at iheir instigation he made the 
“ confessions.” Not only was that evidence of a most doubtful nature, but 
the whole of the evidence taken before the Commission was such as ought to 
have excited the greatest suspicion. 

The three Native officers have given contradictory evidence, and have 
been contradicted by other witnesses. Jiulependenlly of his worth as a 
witness, what is the instance of laxity “ of iiioraJs,” as it is called by the Com- 
mission, which ought to have been conclusive of Soogooiam Sing’s qualifi. 
cations, and vitiated all his testimony ? “I asked him (Untajee),t why do 
“ you make these inquiries? When he said, 1 will tell you it you^take an 
“ oath. 1 sail), I swear by Gunga, by the Goddess Bhowanee in the lort, and 
“ by yourself, being a Brahmin. The witness (here explains tiie Commission) 
“ observes that he did this to give tlie Brahmin confidtnee, but not in the 
“ manner in which he has now taken his oath on the Geeia and Eoolseci. The 

“ latter 

* 16th October 1837, ixldrcsscd to llonihay Government. 

f Kxtruct SuoguuUiu Sing’s deposition before the Commission, 14ih October 1835. 
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“ latter he considers most binding, but the former was to deceive* as bis 
** suspicions were excited by the Brahmin's inquiries/' The anonymous 
Native who has been divested of the secrtcy that surrounded him, Ballajee 
Punt Natoo, was highly praised by the Commission for his respectability, 
veracity, and intelligence. ** llis .sources of information are evidently good,*" 
say the Commission, ** as Ins statements in one or two instances have been 
“ verified by the event." But what is his cliaracter as a-witness? Defeated 
in the chief object of his ambition, that of discharging the functions ofDewan, 
the whole of his career has been one untiring intrigue against the Raja. In 
1835 he appears giving information respecting certain alleged treasonable 
proceedings against the Raja, which, upon strict inquiry. Colonel Lodwick 
ascertained to be wholly unfounded. 

Mr. IShakespear (minute lllh May 1837) justly characterizes these pro- 
ceedings against the Raja thus: ** If it be asked, why I suppose such an 
“ intrigue possible? I answer, that it appears from Colonel Lodwick's letter 
** oi’13th August 1831), that attempts had been made, some months before, to 
“prejudice the Resident against the Raja; but that, notwithstanding his 
“ informant* was highly respectable, he attaclics no importance to the 
“ information : he did not think it deserving of report to his Government, 
“ though it was apparently almost as susceptible of proof as tins story of the 
“ Brail niin.” 

Before the Commission he appears giving evidence founded on statements 
made by the Raja’s brother, A|)pa kSaliih, whose Dew'an he w'as appointeil the 
instant Appa Sahib ascended the gadi. But if his evidence ^ere sus- 
picious on these grounds, the additional fact is staled of his leaving lent 
money to one of the Raja's Jagheerdars, the repayment of which could alone be 
obtained by the deposal of the Raja, in contravention of whose ortieis that 
money had \)een advanced. * 

Coosliea Maloo, whose evidence is supposed by the Commission to he 
strongly corroboiati VC of the statements of the officers, was proved to have 
been guilty of tlieft some years since, and to have been inimical to the 
Devvan, on account of an act of injustice he conceived lie had suffered from 
him. This corroboration would hardly be admitted to be of much value, 
seeing that, though lie confirmed the statements of the officers as to their 
visits to the Dewan, he does not corroborate their statements in respect to 
circumstances which occurred during the interviews. Dr. Milne, on behalf 
of the Raja, submitted to the Government of Bombay a deposition, in which 
the deponent states Cooshca Maloo had confessed having borne false wiincss 
against the Dewan, and, with expressions of great sorrow, lamented his having 
done so. 

Mr. Sliakespcar, in liis minute 11th May, observes: “In regard to the 
“ Dewan's servant, the omission of so material a circumstance as being witness 
“ to their first interview with the Dewan cannot fail to excite in the mind of 
“ any one accustomed to sift Native evidence, a suspicion that he was brought 
“ forward to fill up a link in the chain of swearing against the Dewan, which, 
“ without his evidence, might have been insufficient." In Cooshea Maloo, 
the Commission view a corroborative and trustworthy witness, whose evidence 
rendered the strict cross-examination of the Native officers unnecessary. It 
was the evidence of this person that induced the Cc^mmission to make the 
following observation. “ AVc consider that the two interviews at the Dewan’s 
“ liouse have been corroborated in a most extraordinarif^ and as regards the 
“ Native officers, we may almost providential manner** 

Pursushani corroborated some of the statements of the Native officers, to the 
extent of their having been at his house with Untajee, and their having gone 
otit disguised in cloaks, which they had put on in his shop. 

Anund Bhtitt, or Untajee, the Commission represent to be “ an intriguing 
“ Brahmin of the worst character." llis relations state, that they cannot trust 
him, aqd avoid him. He was proved to be a common cheat, and a thief. As a 
witness, as it miglii be expected under these circumstances, he would tell one story, 
and then another. The Commis^ion observe, “he prevaricates by the hour;” and 

he 


* Daliajce Punt Natoo. 
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nii^ was also iktse; and that he did take the Soobadars to t,h of V ^ April 
^■cns>to snake their salaam, and for no bther purpose, having previouslj^ p}«sj i 
deoiid that he had taken them either tb the l^ewan’s or to the Raja’s. 

Bof what can be more cbnchudive i^ttst the evidence dh this charge, than 
the valuable minute of !Mr.Si^pllcespear, daited 11th May 1897? He deqpunces 
l!he whcde of the evidence : he loCfcs in vain for any thin^^ tangible or solid, " 

*^ia the shaph of piooi; for his mind to feat upimf* moreover, he cannot 
understand on what principle the Commission abstained from crosS'.examining 
the Native officers, as to the discrepancies in their original depositions compared 
with those given befbre them. The Commission feebly vindicate their conduct 
in omitting tiiis indispensable process in all inquiries, 'and only display their 
lamentable incompetency to the duties entrusted to them. 

In a word, then, as to the charges against the Raja. On the first charge, 
that of tampering with the Native officers, the highly judicial mind of Mr. 
Sbakespear has stamped the whole of the proceedings befbre the Committee 
as inconsequential and worthless ; and, on a recent occasion, a member of that 


very Commission publicly declared his lasting sorrow, that he had not protested 
against its report.* 

On the second charge, independently of the Opinion of the Governor Gene- 
ral before adverted to, on the incredible extravagance of the Goa intrigue, 
another Member of the Council, after an elaborate exposure of the evidence, 
is undef the necessity of making an important admission. *' If,” says Mr. 
Robertspn, *< the case stood by itself, it might be questionable in how far it 
« could pe Considered conclusive ; but, taken in conjunction with the others 
*' now before us, it cannot be denied that it brings a vast accession to the body 
•< of proof on recoid against the Raja of Sattara.'*t It will be obvious, that 
the opinion of Mr. Robertson, thus conditionally put, is not of the less value ; 
for It was his province, as a judge, to take each case'by itself to separate and 
define the merits of each, and not to confound them, ^e inference, from his 


manner of stating his opinion, undoubtedly is, that he held the charge in 
question not established by itself. 

The third charge, of correspondence with the ex-Raja of Nagpore. Really 
the mere statement of these charges defies all gravity : it is satisfiictorily disposed 
of by the Governor General on the ^d October 1897. 

When the estimate of the Raja’s character, entertained no long while since 
by the British Government, is called to mind, it is difficult to believe, either 
that he could have descended so rapidly from his acknowledged virtue, t>r*been 
treated as he has been. In 1829 the Court are ” impressed with a highly 
** favourable opinion of the administration of the Rma of Sattara. He appears 
“ to be remarkable among the princes of India t6t his mildness, frugality, 
and attention to business ; to be sensible of what he owes to the witish 
” Government, hnd of the necessity of maintaining a good understanding with 
” it ; nor dois he, in his intercourse with ‘your officers, fhrnish any grounds of 
*' com{fiaint, exce'pt an occasional manifestatibn of that jealousy or our con- 
” trolling power, which it can hardly be expected thftt any Native princes, 

” however well disposed to us, should ehtirely suppress.’'^ ^ 

Again. § ** The infbrmation which your reedrus supply, as to the proceed- 

**ings of the RiQa of Sattara, continues to confirm the highly favourable 
** opinion we had formed of his disposition and of his capacity for Govem- 
ment. * ’ ‘ 

** His administration of a certain jagheer is described as having been distit^'ii 
" guisbed for good sense and disinterestedness. His conduct to the dependent 
** Jahheerdars was fust andi conciliatory ; and in his general government, white' 

"Hr ® *«• IMS' 
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Mr. minute. Sth March 1839. 


Mr, RoberMoa'i minute^ 8|b March 1839. 

^ tettar% Bombay, 19th August 1899. 

% BfipiasI Letter to fipstbsy, 81tt September 18S1. 
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•• latter he considers most binding, but the former was to deceive* as his 
“ suspicions were excited by the Brahmii/s inquiries/' The anonymous 
Native who has been divested of the secrecy that surrounded him, Uallajee 
Punt Natoo, was Inghly praised by the Commission for his resJpeciability, 
veracity, anil intelligence. “ Ilis sources of information are evidently good,*'' 
say the Commission, as his statements in one or two instances have been 
“ verified by the event.*' But what is his character as a -witness? Defeated 
in the chief object of his ambition, that of discharging the functions ofDewan, 
tlie whole oriiis career has been one untiring intrigue against the Raja. In 
1835 he appears giving information respecting certain alleged treasonable 
proceedings against the Raja, which, upon strict inquiry. Colonel Lodwick 
ascertained to be wholly unfounded. 

Mr. Shakespear (minute 11th May 1837) justly characterizes these pro- 
ceedirigs against tiie Raja thus: “ If it be asked, why I suppose such an 
“ intrigue possil>le? I answer, that it appears from Colonel Lodwick’s letter 
“ of 13th August IS'if), tltat attempts had been made, some months before, to 
‘‘prejudice the Resident against the Raja; but that, notwithstanding his 
“ informant * was highly respectable, he attaches no importance to the 
“ information : he did not think it deserving of report to his Government, 
“ tliough it was apparently almost as susceptible of proof as this story of the 
“ Braliiiiin." 

Before the Commission he appears giving evidence founded on statements 
made by the Raja’s brotlier, Appa kSahib, whose Dew'an he w'as appointetl the 
instant Appa Sahib ascended the gadi. But if his evidence ^cre sus- 
picious on these grounds, the additional fiict is stated of his Itaving lent 
money to one of the Kaja’s Jaghecnlars, the repayment of which could alone be 
obtained by the deposal of the Raja, in contravention of whose orders that 
money had \^ecn advanced. 

Cooshea Maloo, whose evidence is supposed by the Commission to be 
strongly corroborative of the statements of the officers, was proved to have 
been guilty of tlieft some years since, and to have been inimical to the 
Dewan, on account of an act of injustice he conceived he had suffered from 
him. This corroboration would hardly be admitted to be of much value, 
seeing that, though he confirmed the statements of the officers as to ihcir 
visits to the Dewan, he does not corroborate their statements in respect to 
circumstances which occurred during the interviews. Dr. Milne, on behalf 
of the Raja, submitted to the Government of Bombay a deposition, in which 
the deponent states Cooshea Maloo had confessed having borne false wiiness 
against the Dewan, and, W'ith expressions of great sorrow, lamented liis having 
done so. 

Mr. Shakespear, in his minute 11th May, observes: “ In regard to the 
“ Dewan’s servant, the omission of so material a circumstance as being witness 
“ to their first interview with the Dewan cannot fail to excite in the mind of 
“ any one accustomed to sift Native evidence, a suspicion that he was brought 
“ forward to fill up a link in the chain of swearing against the Dewan, which, 
“ without his evidence, might have been insufficient.” In Cooshea Maloo, 
the Commission view a corroborative and trustworthy witness, whose evidence 
rendered the strict cross-examination of the Native officers unnecessary. It 
was the evidence of this person that induced the Commission to make the 
following observation. “ We consider that the two interviews at the Dewan’s 
“ liuuse liavc been corroborated in a mosi extraordinarif^ and as regards the 
“ Native officers, we may almost providential manner'* 

Pursusham corroborated some of the statements of the Native officers, to the 
extent of their having been at his bouse with Untajee, and their having gone 
out disguised in cloaks, which they liad put on in his shop. 

Anund Bhutt, or Untajee, the Commission represent to be ** an intriguing 
“ Brahmin of the worst character." Ilis relations state, that they cannot trust 
liim, aqd avoid him. He was proved to be a common cheat, and a thief. As a 
witness, as it might be expected under these circumstances, he would tell one story, 
and then another. The Commis^ion observe, “he prevaricates by the hour;” and 

he 


* BaUajee Punt Natoo. 



COURT OF DIRECTORS. 369 

he concludes by declaring himself to be the sole author of the plot ; that all SATTABA 

tha representations he had made to the Native officers were false; that what PAPKKS. 

he had stated before the Commission to have taken place at the Dewaifs and court Director- 
at» the Raja’s was also false; and that he did take the Soobadars to those b April 184U. 
places to make their salaam, and for no other purpose, having previously Dis.'^ent. 
denied that he had taken them either to the Dewan’s or to the Raja’s. 

But what can be more conclusive against the evidence on this charge, than 
the valuable minute of Mr. Shakespear, dated 1 1th May 1837? He den^ninccs 
the whole of the evidence : he looks “ in vain for any thing tangible or solid, 
the shape of proof, for his mind to rest upon:” moreover, lie cannot 
understand on what principle the ( omvnission absrained from cross-examining 
the Native officers, as to the discrepancies in their original depositions compared 
with those given before them. The (Commission feebly vindicate their conduct 
in omitting this indispensable process in all inquiries, and only display their 
lamentable incompetency to the duties entrusted to them. 

In a word, then, as to the charges against the Raja. On the first charge, 
that of tampering with the Native officers, the highly judicial mind of Mr. 

Shakespear has stamped the whole of the proceedings before the Committee 
as inconsequeTitial and worthless ; and, on a recent occasion, a member of tliat 
very Commission publicly declared his lasting sorrow, that he had not protested 
against its report.'* 

On the second charge, independently of the opinion of the Governor Gene- 
ral before adverted to, on the incredible extravagance of the Goa intrigue, 
another iVJemher of tlie (^'oiincil, after an elaborate exposure of the evidence, 
is umlci* the necessity of making an important admission. If,” says Mr, 

Rohenson, the case stood by itself, it might be questionable in how far it 
coiilil ^)e considered conclusive; but, taken in conjunction wdtb the others 
“ now before us, it cannot be denied that it brings a vast accession to the body 
“ of proof on reccml against the Raja of Sattara.”t It will be obvious, that 
the opinion ol’ Mr. Robertson, thus conditionally put, is not. of the less value ; 
for it vas Ills province, as a judge, to take each case by iiscJfi to separate and 
define the merits of each, and not to confound them. The inference, from his 
inanncr of slating his opinion, undoubtedly is, that he held the charge in 
question not established by itself, 

'rile third charge, of correspondence with the cx-Raja of Nagpore. Really 
the mere statement of these charges defies all gravity: it is satisfactorily disposed 
of by tlie Governor General on the f2d October 1837. 

When tlie estimate of the Raja’s character, entertained no long while since 
by the British Government, is called to mind, it is difliciiU to believe, cither 
that lie could have descended so rapidly from his acknowledged virtue, or beeii 
treated as he has been. In 1829 the Court are impressed with a higlily 
favourable o])inion of the administration of tlie Raja of Sattara. He appears 
“ to be remarkable among the princes of India for his mildness, frugality, 
andattenlion to business; to be sensible of what he owes to tiie British 
“ Govemincnt, and of the necessity of maintaining a good understanding ith 
■ “ it ; nor does he, in his intercourse with your officers, furnish any grounds of 
complaint, except an occasional manifestation of that jealousy of our con- 
“ trolling power, which it can hardly be expected that any Native princes, 

" however well disposed to us, should entirely suppress.”! 

Again.§ “ The information which your records supply, as to the proceed- 
“ ings of the Raja of Sattara, continues to confirm the highly lavourable 
“ opinion we had formed of his disposition and of his capacity for Govern- 
** ment. 

“ His administration of a certain jaghcer is described as having been distirl- 
guished for good sense and disinterestedness. His conduct to the dependent 
Jagheerdars was just and conciliatory ; and in his general government, while 

he 


♦ General Lodwick’s speech at the lndia-1 louse on the Sattara debate, 
f Mr. Jtobertson's minute, 8th Marcli 1830. 
f l^uHtical Letter to liombay, 19ih August 1820. 

§ Political Letter to Bombay, 2lBt September 1831. 
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; SA'lTAUA he appears to have selilom stood in need of your advice, he seems to have 
PAPERS. been duly sensible of its value, on the few occasions when it was offered, ' 
Court ofJDirectors, “ With respect to your suggestion, that we should confer upon his Higliness 
, 8 April 1840* “ vSome testimonial of our sense of the public spirit and liberality by which he 

Dissent. “ is distinguished among the Native princes of India, it is for you to inform li's 

I ** what it should be.” * 

With reference to an account drawn up by Colonel Robertson, then Resi- 
dent aUSattara, which exhibited the Raja in a most favourable light, the Court 
observe :t “ He appears to be most attentive to business, superintending every 
“department of his government without the aid of a minister. lie confines 
“ his own expenses, and those of all under him, within fixed limits. He pays 
“all his establishments with perfect regularity; but when, in any year, his 
“ resources are inadequate to his fixed expenses, a rateable reduction is made 
“ from all allowances, not excepting his own. When he requested your opinion 
“ on a project for laying a tax upon rent-free lands, his views appear to have 
“ extended no further than the subjecting the owners of those lands to the 
“ same rateable reduction, for the purpose of meeting defalcations of revenue, 
“ to which all his officers and he himself are subject. However, the measure, 
“ even thus limited, would have been a breach of faith ; and as your advice 
“ was asked, you were bound to discountenance it. We should have regretted 
“ if a prince, whose administration is a model to all Native rulers, liatl been 
“ gifilty of any infringement of the proprietary rights of a large class of his 
“ subjects- By his frugal and careful management, tlic Baja has ke|)t free 
“ from debt ; and as he docs not accumulate, he is enabled to expend large 
“ sums in liberality and in the improvement of his country. We have read 
“ with great pleasure the following passage from Lieutenant-Colonel Robortsotfs 
“ despatch : ^ He also maintains a well-regulated school at Sattara, in which 
“ ‘ he has teachers of great respectability, both as to character and attaimnents. 
“‘This seminary was closely examined in all its details, last .October, by a 
« « very competent judge, the Reverend Mr. Stevenson, of the Scottisli Mission, 

“ ‘who, 1 am happy to say, expressed the highest satisfaction with it, and did 
“ ‘ not scruple to say, he con.sidcred it a far more useful c.slablislimcnt than the 
“ ‘ college at Poona. In this seminary his Highness teaches Mahratta, Sanscrit, 
“‘and the sciences usually taught, in that tongne, IVrsian, and English, as 
“ ‘ well as arithmetic, surveying, and other kinds of knowledge useful in liie 
“ ‘transaction of ptiblic business. In this school his Highness has a number oi' 

“ ‘youths of his own ca.ste and relations of his (whose forefathers despiseil all 
“ * such tuition) training up for his public service, and this is one ol the causes 
“ ‘ why the Brahmins arc hostile to him.’ 

“It appears to us,” the Court continue, “just and right, that yon should 
“ from time to time signify to the Raja, not only your own, but our high satis- 
“ faction at his public conduct and the excellence of his administration.” 

On Wednesday, the July 1835, it was “ Rc*solved, that having had 
“ reference to the letter from Bombay in the Political Department, dated the 
“ 21st January last, in respect to the description of testimonial that would be 
“ most acceptable to the Raja of Sattara as a mark of the Cotirfs sense of liis * 
“ conducf, the Chairman and Deputy-Chairman bo requested to purcliase a 
“ sword suitable to the occasion, and that a communication be made to the 
“ Bombay Government on the subject, at the period of sending out the sword, 

“ accompanied by a letter from the Court, to be presented to the Ilaja. 

“ That, in framing such letter, it be declared, that this mark of distinction 
“ is founded, not solely on the public spirit evinced by ihe Raja in the con-. 

“ struction of roads and the execution of other public works, as suggested by 
“ the Government of Bombay, but on the general and distinguished merits of 
“ his Plighness^s administration, which so justly entitle him to applause, as 
“ well as on the liberality which he has displayed in disbursing his private 
funds for public purposes,” 

On the 2l)th December 1835, the following letter was addressed to the 
R‘0s^ • • *« Your 

• Political Ectter toBombay, Mtb June 1834?. 
t Political Letter toll oniWjy, •iGth Se|)tei»ber 1834. 
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“ Your Highness : 

We have been highly gratitied by the information from time to time 
transmitted to us by our Government, on the subject of your Highness's 
••^exemplary fulfilment of the duties of that elevated situation in which it has 
pleased Frovidence to place you. 

A course of conduct so suitable to your Highness's exalted station, and 
“ so well calculated*^ to promote the prosperity of your dominions and the 
happiness of your people, ,as that which you have wisely and unilbrrnly 
pursued, while it reflects the highest honour on your character, lias imparted 
to our minds the feelings of unqualified satisfaction and pleasure. .The 
‘‘ liberalit}', also, which you have displayed, in executing, at your own cost, 
various public works of great utility, and which has so justly raised your 
** reputation in the eyes of tiie princes and people of India, gives you an 
additional claim to our approbation, respect, and applause. 

** Impressed with these sentiments, the Court of Directors of the East- 
“ India Company have unanimously resolved to transmit to you a sword, 
which will be presented to you through the Government of Ih)mbay, and 
which, we trust, you will receive with satisfaction, as a token of their high 
“ esteem and regard. 

“ With sincere wishes for your health and prosperity, we subscribe ourselves, 
in the name of tiie Court, 

Your Highness's most faithful friends, 

(Signed) ** W. S. Clarke, Chairman, 

. “ .1. R. Caunac, Deputy." 

It is jviinful to add, tliat both letter and sword remain in store at Bombay. 
However*, on the 2<?d November 1887, a period of nearly two years from the 
time that the Court could not control their redundant admiration, and when 
they proj)Osed to convey their “esteem and regard," through the ill-omened 
token of a sword, a term, moreover, of sixteen months from the explosion of 
the plot, they again take occasion to express the pleasure they feel from the 
Resident’s reports of the poor Raja's administration of his j:iglicc?rs. And 
here end the laudatory effusions of the fickle Court. But why were not the 
sword and letter sent? The resolution was dated in July 1885, and the letter 
in December of that year, whereas the plot was not brought out until July 
183(5, seven moutlis afierthe letter had been written. If it be wortli while to 
S|)eculate, at this time of day, on the probable eflect that tlie presentation of 
such a testimonial and the expression of such glowing attacliment might 
have had upon the Raja, at the time that he was aggrieved by the continued 
infliction of wrong, and the almost studied neglect of his complaints, one 
might venture to alKrm, that such proofs of respect would at once have soothed 
his injured feelings; nay more, they might have foiled the schemes of his 
enemies, by showing that lie still enjoyed the favour of the Government; and 
more than all, we might have been spared the intolerable stigma, that the 
friendless and persecuted, but bold and independent Raja, had been deposed, 
not for his crimes, but because he had dared, in assertion of his innocence, to 
reject the humiliating terms proposed to him. Let it never be forgotten in 
the narrative of this painful case, that the first aggressors were the British 
Government in the question of the Jagheertlars. The Governor tells the Court, 
that the Raja refused to sign the conditions by reason of his repugnance to 
the treaty ; that this was the stumbling-block. But this position is wholly 
untenable. The Raja insisted, that the Company had, in breach of Mr. 
Elplunstone’s treaty, wrongfully deprived him of iiis jagheeis. lie demanded 
the adherence of the Government to its obligations: his claims were repeatedly 
put forward, founded alone on the treaty. Is it fair, then, to infer, that he 
sought to weaken the only grounds on which those claims rested, or to abrogate 
the charter by which he held his territory? The Raja's rights, asserted by 
those most competent to judge of them, and fully admitted by the Home 
Authorities, were pertinaciously resisted by the Bombay Government, whiigt 
all his appeals were nnlieeded, his grievances aggravated by delay, and still 
more deeply embittered by witliholding from him the despatch which conveyed 
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SATTARA the sanction to bis claims. It was such a course of proceeding as this that 
PAPERS. constituted, in efiect, a breach of the treaty by the British Government, more 
Court of Director , decided and tangible than any they sought to fix upon the helpless Raja, by 
8 April 1840. the imputation of the most incredible schemes. 

Dissent. Finally. I object to this despatch, because no sufficient grounds appear for 

deviating from the just and proper conclusions entertained by the Court down 
to the 13th June 1838. 

We then gave it as our “ decided opinion, that it would be not only a waste 
“ of time, blit seriously detrimental to the character of our Government, to 
** carry on any further inquiry in the matter j” and nothing has since occurred 
to induce us to alter that opinion, though, unhappily, much has happened to 
cast a shade upon our British name. I should not feel satisfied, if I did not 
deprecate, with all the earnestness of which I am capable, the manner in which 
evidence has been obtained in this case. Some latitude, undoubtedly, should 
be allowed to functionaries, in employing means to detect and thwart the 
machinations of political enemies; but it must be admitted, that these means 
ought to be adapted to the character of the nation for whose safety it is 
intended to provide. It cannot, surely, be necessary to resort to the inter- 
cepting of letters, for preserving the empire of this country in India in the 
commanding position it occupies. 

The nervous apprehension that could extract danger from a peaceful pil- 
grimage to Mecca* may be endured and pitied ; but the zeal of the officer, 
who mistakes the true dignity of his country, ought to be clieckcd and 
reproved. 

A mass of fiction, as I verily believe, consisting of letters not proved to be 
authentic, of seals and ciphers forged, of oral evidence obtained under every 
suspicion of undue influence, of partnerships contracted with hauliers and 
false entries made in their books — every artifice, in short, that the great 
cunning, great ability, deep personal interest, and inveterate hatred of BalJajec 
Punt Natoo, and his ignoble instrument, Appa Sahib, could employ, has been 
directed against the devoted prince; and these, on the other hand, liave been 
assisted in their fatal effects by the weak credulity of every member of the 
two Governments abroad. 


(Signed) John Forbes. 

India- 1 louse, 

8th April 184^0. 


CourtofDircctors AT A COURT OF DIRECTORS. 

24 April 1840. ’ 

Hekl on Friday^ the April 1 840, 


A letter from N. B. Edmonstone, Esq., a member of this Court, submitting 
a paper of observations, in support of the view taken by the Court in their 
despatch to the Government of India in the Political department, dated the 
1st April, No. 15, of 1840, reviewing the proceedings of the Bombay Govern- 
ment connected with tlie deposition of the Raja of Sattara, was read. 


TO THE HONOURABLE THE COURT OF DIRECTORS, 

&c. &c. &c. 

Honourable Sirs: 

The, unusual importance of the decision lately passed by your Honourable 
Court on the proceedings of the Government of Bombay relative to the Raja 
of Sattara, the sensation which the case of that unfortunate and misguided 

prince 

V r* TBe Resident states, that Ryud Meer and Ibrahim, in addition to the representations with 
which they were charged to the English Government, took with them a Persian paper to be taken 
to' the Russians. It is also stated as a very remarkable fact, that immediately after the receipt of 
the 10.00(1 rupees by Syud Meer in September 1837, he appears to have left Bombay, ostensibly 
for Mecca, and that he is now reported to be in Europe. 



prince has excited in the public mind, and the probability of a further agita- SATTARA 
tion of the question of his dethronement, have created a desire, on my part, to PAPERS. 
place upon record a statement of the view which I take of the merits of that court ofDIrect^’ 
question, and the considerations which led me to concur in the opinion of the 34 
majority of the Honourable Court. 

.1 accordingly take the liberty of submitting for your perusal and for record , , . /!■ 

'the accompanying paper of observations, trusting that the peculiarity of the 
ocoasion will acquit me of undue presumption, in thus drawing your atten- 
tion to the result of*that anxious and deliberate attention which, as a member 
of your Honourable Court, it has been my duty to bestow on this particularly 
interesting and important subject. 

1 have the honour to be, Honourable Sirs, 

Your most obedient faithful servant. 


lndia-Hoii.se, 
20th April 184<0. 


(Signed) N. B. Edmonstone. 

■ ■'''iv 


OBSERVATIONS IN THE CASE OF THE RAJA OF SATTARA. Observation 

1. For the jmrpose of forming a correct judgment on the question of the 
Raja of Satlara’s deprivation of his sovereignty, recently decided by the Court, 
it seems necessary to acquire, in the first instance, a just and accurate notion 
of his true position relatively to the Ilritish Government, and comparatively 
w'itli that of other states and principalities in alliance or connection with that 
Governenent (such, for instance, as Hyderabad, Guzerat, the Rajpoot States, 

Oude, and other anciently established dominions) ; because the state of Sattara 
has l)Ct*n treated as on a footing with these, and the Raja has been repre- 
.sented a*s having succeeded to his hereditary dominion in the character of the 
lineal descendant of the great Sevajee, the founder of what was termed the 
JMaliratta empire. 

2. I consider the principality of Sattara to be in a situation essentially differ- 
ent from all other princijialitics or states with which we are connected by 
subsidiary or protective engagements. The latter were anciently established 
dominions or cliicfship.s. We negotiated with their heads, as parties already in 
the possession of territory, and in the exercise of authority ; excepting, how- 
ever, tile Raja of Mysore, whose case, though in one respect analogous to that 
of the R.aja of Sattara, both having been excluded from power and kept in 
confinement by the usuipers of their ancestorial sovereignty, yet differs in this 
material point, that tlie former was declaredly placed by us in the actual en- 
joyment of his hereditary title and dominion, from both of which the latter was 
jirofessedly and guardedly excluded. 

3 . The jirincipality of Sattara had no existence antecedently to the forma- 
tion of the treaty witli the Raja. By the subversion of the Peishwa’s power, 
his territorial possessions, of which the territories now composing the state of 
Sattara formed a part, together with all the rights of sovereignty and supre- 
macy which he exercised, devolved upon us. The Maliratta federative compact 
was dissolved ; the nominal supremacy of the imprisoned descendant of Seva- 
jee was virtually extinguished ; the materials which formerly constituted the 
Mahratta empire were dissipated. The full extent of the Raja’s claim upon 
the justice, and even the liberality, of the British Government might have been 
satisfied by a stipend or a jagheer : its policy awarded to him a dominion ; 
under special restrictions however, having specilically for object to guard 
against the assumption of that titular supremacy to which he still considered 
himself to possess an hereditary claim. 

4. It was of primary importance, with reference not only to the state of af- 
fairs under the recent subversion of the Peishwa’s power, hut also to future 
contingent events, to extinguish, as far as possible, in the minds of the Mah- 
ratta chiefs, noble.s and people, every hope of the revival of the Mahratta 

6C • federation. 



•'SATTARA 
) PAPERS. 

-^urtof Directors 
a^AprillfllO. 
Observations. 


federation, through the instrumentality of a nominal representation of its former 
head, to whom they might, in a favourable crisis of affairs, look as a rallying 
point* The disposition, therefore, which Raja Pertaub Sing, at the period of 
his liberation, and during the negotiation which preceded the treaty, so deci- 
dedly manifested, to maintain the titular supremacy which had descended to 
him from his ancestor, t and which was nominally recognised both by the 
Peishwa and the other branches of the federation, intlicated the iivcessity of 
providing against it by special guards in the treaty.t Accordingly, anibng 
other restrictions, it is expressly declared in the fifth article, that even any in- 
tercourse mi his part with foreign powers, or with sirdars, jagheerdurs, cliiefs, 
and ministers, not rendered by the treaty subject to his authority, will involve 
the forfeiture of the dominion then conferred on him, 

5. The dominion, therefore, to which the Kaja became elevated on his 
liberation, was not, as 1 have set out with observing, that of a pre-existing 
state, to the sovereignly of which he succeeds by hereditary title. It was the 
absolute creation of the British power ; it was the dominion of a tract of terri- 
tory gratuitously, but conditionally, granted to Raja Pertaub Sing, in conside- 
ration (as expressed in the preamble of the treaty) of the antiquity of his house, 
and for the maintenance of his family in comfort and dignity, 'fhe treaty 
formed with him was not, like oiir other treaties, made with the actual or re- 
cognised chief pf a state. It made him such ; and it denounced the forfeiture 
of his dominion, if he should at any time break through certain specified restric- 
tions, declared to be fundamental. 

G. No such provision could find admittance into ordinary treaties contracted 
with the chiefs of established states. Nothing can warrant /fieir deposal, and 
consequent forfeiture of* territory, but acts which imparted to the oLlfcr con- 
tracting power the rights of war. In the one case, it is the resumption of a 
gift, in consequence of a breach of certain specific conditions, even though not 
amounting to actual hostility, yet on the observance of which the continuance 
of the agreement was declared to depend: in the other, it is the dissolution of 
the tics of amity, and the consequent annihilation of the alliance by the hosti- 
lity of one of the contracting parties. In one case, we resume wh.it was our 
own, in consequence of an abuse of the gift ; in the otlier, we accpiire, under 
the rights of legitimate war, a territory which was not before in our possession. 
The Raja of Saltara, therefore, might justly lose liis dominion by acts short of* 
those which would warrant the deposal of one of* our allies. 

7 . The question, then, is reduced simply to this. Has, or has not, the 
Raja violated the fundamental article of the treaty, both literally aiul essen- 
tially, by maintaining an intercourse with parties coming under the desc ription 
of those specified in tliat article, and by conducting himself, in thi', lespect, in 
a spirit subversive of the object for which its restrictions were imposed on him ? 

'I’he 


* The llaja of Sattara one of tlic several princca and chiefs, wlio are named as parlies lo the 
hostile confederacy developed by the emisburies who were apprehended witlnn the territoTies of 
xMadias jn the year 1838. He is represented as aiiniiifr at the ri'-cbtablishment of tlie Maliratta 
“ dominion in its pristine slate ” and the part to be immediately acted by him at the outbreak of 
tlie conspiracy was the reduction of Nagpore, on the throne of which state Appa Sahib was to be 
replaced, lie was, moreover, stated to be in correspondence with the Raja of Joudpore, one ol'thc 
bpecified confederates under wliosc protection Appa Sahib was residing, and to be the channel of 
communication, also, between Mobaurik-oo-dowluh of Hyderabad (an alleged active instrument in 
the formation of the conspiracy) and the Kaja of Joudpore. 

Vulc report from the principal Collector and Magistrate of Nellorc to the Government ol' Madras, 
dated llth and I5th December 1838, part of the Kurnoul papers. 

I do not adduce the above as facts actually established against the Kaja of Sattara; they stand, 
however, at least upon tlic same grounds ol credibility as the accusations against the other specified 
parties. 1 advert to them, as being particularly apposite to the observation contained in this part 
of the text, 

f About ninety years have elapsed since the Peishwa, in the time of the first Sahoo Kaja, became 
dejaclo tlie sovereign of the Maliratta empire. 

5 With the knowledge of this strong bias in the Raja’s mind, it is to be regretted that Sattara, 
the metropolis of the empire under the dominion of Sevajee and his successors, was selected to be 
the capital of Kaja Pertaub Sing, That location naturally assimilated with, and fostered his ambi- 
tious pretensions. 



The intrinsically dangerous or innocuous nature of any branch of those limita- SAtTARi 
tions is not an element in the question:* they were deemed necessary, as safe- PAPERS/'; 
guards against the future, and a breach of those restrictions was therefore de- Court ofDirect-^- 
clarcd, and properly declared, to incur the forfeiture of the Rajahs conditional 24. April 18*0. ' 

dominion. The British Government was no longer bound by the obligations Observations, 

wiiich it gratuitously took upon itself wlicn it conferred tliis new dominion 
upon the Raja, than while he should continue to act in accordance with the 
cha<racter, in which only he was permitted to enter into engagements with that 
Government. 

8. Although, before his liberation, kept a close prisoner at Sattara, and 
subjected, even in a greater degree than his predecessors, to privations and 
indignities, t he was permitted to retain all the outward forms of oriental sove- 
reignty, and all the mockery of homage was observed towards him. Under 
these circumstances, the llaja not unnaturally cherished the wildest and most 
extravagant notions of his importance, which, in spite of every jjrecaution, 
accompanied him on his elevation to the dominion of Sattara. 

f). Wlien the Raja was liberated from his confinement in the Pcishwa^scamp 
by tlie result of the battle of Ashtee, and seated on the throne ol‘ Sattara, ("ap- 
tiun Giant was appointed to be the Resident at his Court, and was vested with 
the temporary charge of the territory constituting the Raja’s principality. In 
tile instructions issued to thar officer, on that occasion, for the guidance of his 
conduct in the administration of the Government of the country, he was par- 
ticiilaily directed to do all in his power to subdue the Raja’s extravagant pre- 
tensions, ami to impress upon his mind the most decided understanding, that 
it was not intended to revive, even in name, the empire of Sevajee, but to create 
ibr him a new and separate state. 

10- A^'lien the treaty was concluded some time afterwards, the Raja was per- 
mitted to* assume the Government, but under the strict superintendence ami 
control of the licsident. The Raja took frequent occasion to express his 
gratitude to tlic British Government for the benefits conferred on him, and his 
determination to be guided in every thing by its wishes, whenever he should 
be relievetl from tlie control under which he exercised his authority, and an 
assurance that he would never adopt any measures of importance without 
obtaining the assent of the Resident. 

11. I'liis manifestation of*a sincere desiie to conduct himself in accordance 
with the true spirit of the treaty, combined with the talents which he had dis- 
played, and the experience he had acquired, indicated to the British Govern- 
ment, lliat the time had arrived when the restraints under which he had acted 
might salcly be removed; and, accordingly, on the 5th April IS‘2'2, the 
anniversary ol' his instalment in the principality of Sattara, he was formally 
vested with the uncontrolled administration of his affairs. 

1(2. The record of transactions, and the correspondence of the successive 
Residents, however, sliow that the Raja never did, in fact, abandon the pre- 
tensions against wliich so much pains were taken to .guard. It was not very 
long alter taking the management of the country into his own hands, tliat he 
exhibited by overt acts his assumption of the cliaractcr and functions of titular 
head of the Mahrattas, and violated the restrictions expressly framed to restrain 
such assumption. That the conduct of the Raja, in these respects, was regarded 
by the successive Residents as of a nature to lead to the loss of his dominion, 
is siiown by the warnings which each of them had occasion to give him. 

Colonel Briggs, in making known to Government cei tain reports he hail received 

of 

* It may be proper to explain, that I here refer to what constitutes a breach of the fipirit as 
well as the letter, and is opposed to* tlje object of the restrictions of the fifth article of ihie treaty, 
which may be quite consistent with intrigues, such as tfiose in question, too absurd to create danger 
or to produce mischief, however designed by the p.irtics engaged in them. 

j The cause of this additional restraint was an attempt, on tlic ))art of his immediate predecessor, 
shortly before his death, to assert liis authority as head of the Mahratta state. IJe escaped from 
Sattara and placed himself at the head of n body of troops which he had found means to assemble, 
but was defeated ami captured, and replaced in confinement. 



SATTAR A ofih^ Raja’s secret communications with the Raja of Kolapore (at a time when 
the local Government was in a state of collision with that chief), and of his 
Cmirr of Directors, encouraging some of the Jagheerdars in their apparent disposition to recognise 
; Apji) 1840. his supremacy, writes proplietically ol' the tendency of his proceedings to pro- 
O!»rt<*rv;uions. ducc the calamity which lias actually fallen upon him ; for, after adverting to 
the above stated information, he adds: * 

“ "I^hesc reports are very likely to be true. They need, liowevep, create lio 
‘‘ suspicion in thainind of the Government as to the fidelity and attachment 
“ of the present Raja, who, I most sincerely believe, has too much good sense 
“ ever to be engaged, directly or indirectly, in a war with this Cjovernment. 
“ He is, hozvevery ea tremely ieiiacious of his prerogative y and wU every day moj^e 
“ and more resist our amir of. He has lately been flattered by those around him 
“ veith an en'oneous estimate of his own irnporlanccy and he has clearly evinced 
“ strong inclinations to extend his connexions beyond the limits prescribed by 
“ treaty. It will he JbrtunalCy perhapsy for his Highness himseffy if events qjDord 
“ to the Bombay Government an early opportunity to give him timely xvarningy or 
“ J should be z)cry apprehensive that he may succeed in involving himself in secret 
“ communications with those who may, at some future jreriody provoke the resent^ 
“ nienl of Govcr'jmic/it, when it is likely a development of a system of intrigue 
“ with his Highness may take placcy which will altogether shake our ( onfidcnccy 
“ and may tend to his ultimate ruin** 

13. A representation on the subject of these intrigues having been subse- 
quently made to the Raja by the Honourable Mr. Elpliinstone, tlirough the 
Assistant and then Acting Resident, Mr. M^illiarn Sfmson, the Kaja earnestly 
denied the truth of them, renewing, at the same time, his professions ol grat i- 
tude and attachment to the British Govenuiient ; aiul he was infonnc l, in 
reply, that the British Government derived entire satisfaction from his assu- 
rances, and that the communication had been made to iiiin only to g::(ird him 
against the risk of being insensibly drawn into a neglect o f the article of^Itc. treaty 
restricting his intercourse with foreign chiefs, and not Iroin any suspicion oi‘ his 
harbouring unfriendly designs. 

14, It appears from the correspondence, that when the Goa intrigue v;as 
made known to the Resident, Colonel (now^ Major (loneral) llobertson, that 
officer, although he attached no importance to the intrigue itself’ (no doubt 
from its manifest absurdity), and entertained no suspicion of any liostih^ designs 
on the part of the Kaja, yet deemed it proper to re])rescnl its impropriety to 
the Kaja, with the warning, that the prosecution of it xcoutd involve hhn in great 
difficulty y and he the ruin of the Mahara) and the rv/y : and a similar warning 
was subsecpjentlv conveyed to him by^ (icnera! IvobertsoiV.s successor, ( 'oloncl 
(now Major General) Lodvvick, who intimated to him that the y<7/6‘ of Baja: 
Itow xvould be his own, 

16, The view which I have taken of the ess(Hitial difTereiice between the re- 
lative position of the Raja ef Sattara, and of’ that of the other ciriefs ol* ancient 
states connected with us by treaty, showing that the former might, jiursiie a course 
of conduct warranting the resumption of ilie principality conferred on him, which 
on tile part of any one of the latter, would not justify the measure of his dejiosal, 
appears to be strongly supported by the aliove-rccited proceedings oi* tlie seve- 
ral Residents, and of the Government itself, each of those authorities having 
announced to the Raja the loss of his dominion, as the eventual conse(|ucnce 
of a perseverance in tiie conduct ascribed to him, siniultancously with a declared 
conviction of the sincerity of his attachment. Those jiroccedings, thereiurc, 
involve the support of this position, that the Raja incurred the forfeiture of 
his dominion, if he assumed and acted upon pretensions not consistent with the 
character in which alone he Avas recognised as tfic head of the state of Sattara, 
and expressly guarded against by the restrictive provisions of tlie treaty, irre- 
spective of the intrinsic quality of the acts emanating from and establishing the 
, fact of such assumption. That he did assume such pretensions, has been 
conclusively shown by the record of events and transactions; aiui tliat he vio- 
lated the letter of the restrictiotis of tlie fifth article, declared to be liinda- 
' mental 
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mental, and to the breacli ofwhicli was annexed the foiTeitiirc of his dominion, 
is unquestionable, and indeed is not denied by himself : he only strives to vin- 
dicate it. 

If). The vast mass of evidence, the. result of the laborious and extensive 
investigations pursued under the authority of the local ( iovernment, has 
demonstrated, beyond the possibility of doubt, the actual prosecution of 
intfigues, tiirough the agency of some of the Raja’s confidenlial servants, of a 
character hostile the British Government. Their extreme folly and 
absurdity take nothing from the guilt of the parties concerned in tliem ; as 
has been argued by the late vSir Robert Grant, in his ininute of tlic^5th of May 
183S. Of the Raja’s knowledge and tacit approval, if not his active 
encouragement of them, as little doubt can, in my opinion, be entertained. 
It scerns to me to be utterly impossible, that such proceedings as arc disclo.sed 
by the voluminous documents on the subject, carried on for a course of* years 
by parties, two of whom, at least, were the Raja’s most confidential com- 
panions and advisers, could have been unknown to him. Two successive 
Governors of Bombay and the members of their Council, and the Govci luu' 
General of India and iiic members of his Council also (with tlie partial 
exception of one of the latter, who, from the habit of thinking derived from 
liis anterior course of public service, applied the test of strict judicial process 
to some of the charges), have recorded their entire conviction of the Raja’s 
participation ; which, indeed, appears to be irrefragably demonstrated, by the 
elaborate and able minutes both of tlie late Governor of Bombay and tlie 
present Governor, Sir James Ilivctt (^arnac, the bias of whose feelings and 
washes must have been strongly in favour of his exoneration from the charge. 

17 . The confidence expressed by every Resident at the Raja’s Court, and by 
tlie Gov^'rnment itself, in his professed attachment and gratitude to the power 
which transferred him from a prison to a throne, would seem strongly to 
oppose the belief of liis being a participator in the wretched and preposterous 
intrigues carried on in his name; but there is evidence sufficient to show, that 
his altachment had become materially impaired l)y the resistance opposed to 
his pretensions to the exercise of ancestorial su])remacy, as manifested in his 
controversies with the Bombay Government on the subject ol the Jaglicenlars, 
and Ids gratitude might Jose much of its fi)rcc and influence, from finding the 
object of his ruling j)assion so systematically thwarted ; whilst, under a know- 
ledge ol‘ the ever-existing elements of convulsion in India, a latent reflection 
may have ])Ossesscd his mind, that another of those JVeqnent critieal ron- 
junetnres, on tlie precarious issue oi’ wind) the preseiaation of our power 
depended, might favour the realization of his dreams of ancestorial grandeur. 

IS. It is alleged, however, that the Raja has been condemned on .''.r-yxoVc 
evidence, and not even had an o|)porln]dty of defending himself against the 
s])eeilic‘ charges brought against him. But I maintain that this is a political, 
not a jiuliei:d question. Dinereiiecs between slates, involving the issues ol‘ 
peace or war, or tlie forfeilnre of the dominion of a dependent cliicf, cannot 
be placeil on the footing of a criminal trial in a court of jmlicntnre. J hey 
arc not in a jaositiou to become .subjeert to the operation of* laws estabiisbed lor 
the dispensation of justice between individuals. No tribunal exists, and none 
can be Ibrmed, cvf a nature (pialiiied to ascertain and aj>j)reciate the merits of* 
a cause in lldiich ruling powers are the parlies, and into whieli political cir- 
cumstances and considerations so largely enter as ibey do in tiic ]>iesent ease. 
It is inconsistent: witli all princiiile and all practice, for a great and jiaramoiiiiL 
state, such as that of the British Government in India, to submit the adjust- 
ment of its political rights to tlie judgment of a subordinate tribunal. The 
Cijuity of declaring the Raja’s forfeiture of his dominion turns not upon 
judicial, but upon political points, arising out of’ the provisions of a treaty. 
Although, under tlie scrupulous rcquireiuents of a court of justice for tJie 
legal conviction of an accused parly, tlie Raja W’as acquitted of tlie .sjiecific 
cliarges brought against him before any tribunal constituted for the trial oi* 
the case, this would not affect the justness of his deposal. The firmest nud 
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best foinided conviction of his having actually been a party to the alleged 
intrigues, and his infraclion of the terms of tlie treaty, is consistent with such 
an acquittal, and on political grounds is amply sufficient to justify his dej)iiva- 
tion of a dominion, wliich he failed to exercise in conformity to its fundamental 
conditions. 

19. This question has, however, been ably argued in tlie minutes of the 
chiel' authorities in India, who, I think, liave conclusively shown, not only'the 
inexpediency, but ti)c inefficiency of the suggested procedure, and tlic practical 
evil and embarrassment unavoidably attending it, whatever rniglu be the result 
of the iiivcsftgatioii. 

QO. Finally, I must maintain, tliat in political questions involving the rights, 
interests, and conduct of its allies and (lei)cndents, the ruling power is the 
sole and proper judge, and tliat, in the case now under con.sideration, the 
liritish GovernmcMit was not required to put the Raja on his trial, and to be 
governed by the issue of it, butwas strictly justified in deciding, on the ground 
of recorded and undisputed facts, that by liis conduct be bad incurred the 
forfeiture of liis dominion, and that it was j)laced under the absolute necessity 
of carrying that decision into effect, on his refusing to accede to the terms of 
a new treaty whicli, although it necessarily involved either a direct or infe- 
rential acknowledgment of his misconduct, yet only required him, in future, 
to*ahide by^ the principles of his original agreement, the conditions of whicit 
lie had failed to observe. 

(Signcil) N. 1). Edmonstonk, 

India-IIouse, 

QOtU April 1840. 


AT A COURT OF DIJUTJTORS, 


Held on JVcdnciida^^ the 29tlt /Ipril 1840, 


A letter sig.’.etl by ^Villiam Aslell, Esq.. William Staidey Clarke, Es(p, Sir 
Robeit (■ainjibell, liart., J. Thornhill, Es(|., Henry Alexando!, Esep, Sir Ricli- 
aid Jenkins, John Masterman, l\s(j,, Francis Warden, Esq., and Sir Ilenrv 
Willock, nuuiibers of tliis Court, staling that, being desirous to place u|>ojj 
record a statement of the considerations whicli lt‘<l tliem to concur in the 
opinion of the majority of the Court, on the proceedings of tlic (lovenmient 
of llombay relative to the Raja of Saliara, they have to expiess their unqua- 
lified concurrence in the able expo;iition afforded by Mr. Edmonstoue of tiie 
merits ol tliai important case, was read : 


Honouu.'VBLe Siks : 

Equally desirous witli our (Colleague, Mr. Edinonstone, to ])lace upon record 
a statement ol‘ tlie considerations which led us to concur in the o])inion of 
the majority of the Honourable Court on the proceedings of the (jovernment 
of Hombay relative to the Raja of'Sattara, we have, as the best mode* of'accoin- 
plisliiiig that object, to exjiress our unqualified concurreucc in the able expo- 
sition afforded by Mr. Edinonstone of tlie merits of that imjiortant case. 

We have the honour to lie, Honourable Sir.-, 

Your most obedient and Jaithfid serva .s, 
(Signed) W. Astjxl, 

W. S'l AXEKV Clarke, 
Roijkkt Ca A rriJ j:ll, 

J. Thornhill, 

11 y. Alkxa.\u)ki{, 


East- India House 
il5 April 1810. 


Rd. Jknkins, 

Jno. Master man, 
F\ WAltDEX, 
IJiONRY Willock. 


The Hoiionrahlc the C^ourt of Directfirs 
of the Easulmlia Company. 
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AT A COURT OF DIRECriORS, 

Held on Wednesday, the \iith Alay 1840, 

A letter: from Uussell Ellice, Esq., dated the 7th instant, expressing his 
unqualified concurrence in the able exposition afforded by Mr. Edmoustone of 
the merits of the cast? ol’rhe Raja of Nattara, was read: 


.S AT TARA " 
PAPERS. ; 

( ’oiirt of Oircctas* 
Vi Miiv 


East-India House, 7tli May 18 k?, 

Honouuahlk Sirs ; 

Being desirous of placing upon record a statement of the consideration^ 
wliicii led me to concur in the opinion of the majority of the Court on the 
proceedings of the Government of Bombay relative to the Raja of Sattara, I 
have, as tlie best mode of accomplishing that object, to express my unifiialificd 
concurrence in the able exposition afforded by my Colleague, Mr. Edmoustone, 
of the merits of that important case. 

I have the honour to be. Honourable Sirs, 

Your most obedient and faithful servant, 

(Signed) Hcsselj. KivCif i.. 

fuc Monourable Tlie Com t of Directors 
o f I. ho East- 1 n d i a ( \>rn pan \ . 
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SECRET LETTER FROM ROMBAT, 

Dated 2Qth January 1840. 

1. We |)c<>’ to submit to your Honourable Committee extracts from the 
furtlu.'r ]>roceedings of this (.Jovernmeut, relative to the afrairs of Sattara, 
subse(|iient to our last despatch on the same subject, dated the 31st De- 
cember, No. 134 of 1830. 

2. From liieutenant-Colonel Ovaris's letters dated the 4th and lOtli in- 
stant, ^os. 1 and 3, your lloiiourable Committee will perceive that the camp 
of the ( \-Ilaja of Sattara had reached Copergaum en route to Benares, on 
the 2/Lh ultimo, Cliikclwal on the 4th instant, and would arrive at Dhoolia 
on the^'Jth instant. 


3. With reference to the first and nintli paragraphs of our despatcli dated 
the 31st ultimo, we beg to transmit to your Honourable Committee copy of 
a lottm* from the Secretary with tlie Right Honourable the fjrovcrn(.)r (lencral 
of India, dated the JOth ultimo, in which it is observed that his T.ordship is 
happy to learn that the ceremony of installing the present Raja of Sattara 
l)assed otf in so satisfactory a manner, and that his Higlincss has sJicvvn 
indications of an earnest desire to conduct his Covernment in a manner tivat 
will conduce to the welfare of his subjects. 


4, In the same letter, his Lordship confirms the arrangement proposed by 
this Ciovernment, of assigning one lac and twenty thousand ru]>ees per annum, 
of the revenues of the Sattara State, for the support of the ex-Raja and his 
lamily, to be payable at Benares monthly in the following proportions : — 


1 

Per Mensem. 

Per Anvu.m. 


R|I]K’(*s. 


To the ex-Raja ... ... 

7,70U 

92,400 

To his hrst wife 

1,000 

12,000 

To hi|. second wife 

'■ft' 

800 

9,600 

To his daughter 

500 

(i.OOO 

Total Rupees 


1,20,000 


5. The Right Honourable tlic (Governor General of India has also been 
pleased to approve of the suggestions made by this Government in the sixth 
and seventh paragraphs of the letter addressed by our Political Secretary to 
Mr, Secretary Maddock, under date the 25th November last, on the subject 
of tlie claims advanced by the ex-Raja to the money found in deposit iu tlie 
Sattara Treasury, and to jewels and other property claimed by him, iialnely, 
that the whole of the ex-Raja’s claims ou this head should declared 

5 F ^inadmissible. 
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iilSAlTAKA inadmissible, and 1:be property be considered as appertaining to the S^ttUia 

P APER S. State, and made over to the present Raja, with the exception of*’the\ jewels, 

-3rei: 1-eUer from amounting in value to nearly two lacs of rupees, taken away by the c^v-Kaja 

' Bombay^ and his ranees, which they will be permitted to retain, a distinct intimation 

, SO Jan. 1840. being, at the same time, made to the ex-Raja, that the pension of one lac 
and twenty thousand rupees, is assigned to himself and family, in satisfaction 
of all demands whatever against the Sattara Ciovernmcnt. • 

6. With reference to the tenth and twelfth paragraphs of onr despatch dated 
llie 31st ultimo, wc have the honour of licrewith transmitting copy of a letter 
from the Secretary with the HighL Honourable the (lovernor (jlcneral of India, 
dated the 23d ultimo, expressive of the high satisfaction which his Lordship 
has derived in learning that the Raja lias resolved on establishing a Hospital 
at Sattara, for the benefit ol his subjects. 

7. Tn conscciucnce of a requisition made by Dr. Erskiue, the medical 
officer ai)pointed to sujieriutend this ITosjhtal, we have requested the Medical 
Board to select two Native asMslants, and a <*oinpouudcr, from the service of 
Government, and plac«* them at that officer’s disposal, the Raja of Sattara 
having agreed to be responsible for their pay and every other charge which 
may be incurred during the time they are attached to the Hospital. 

S. W(‘ also beg to transmit to your Honourable Coininittcc copy of another 
letter Irom Mr. Secretary Maddock, dated tlic 2Gth ultimo, coiiveving the 
full appioval of the Right Honourable the Governor General of India to the 
arrangcmonls sanetioneci by this Government, for assisting llu' Raja oJ Sattara 
in tlic incorpoiation of a corps of Secbuiulees under the superintendence (;f an 
European officer, for the puiticulars of winch we beg to reft t to tin ' se ven- 
teenth and eighteenth paragraplis ol our dt'sjiatch dated the 31st ultimo 

f). Ill the thirteenth and sivteenlli paragraphs of our despatch dated the 
31st ultimo, w'c alluded to eerlam public work^ whieh tlu* Raja of Sattara 
has stated himsolt to be dcsiious of constructing. 

10. In ro|)ly to a report which w’e inadc^ to the Right Ilonouialdt* tlu* 
GovcTUor (ieueral of India on this subject, under date the 23d ultimo, we 
have leeeived a letter from Mr. Secretary Maddoi‘k, dated the Gth instant, 
in whieli it is observed that his Loulslnp trusts that the Rajii of Sattara vmII 
proceed with sufficient caution with the niinu rous and expensi\e nniU i takings 
to which his Highness’s mind appears to be turned, to avoid entiubng upon 
liis finances any tiUurc eml)an*assnjent, from the liberality with which he has 
promoted measures of improvement and of geneial benefit at tlie < orniiience- 
incnt of his reign. 

I !. In acknowledging the leccipt of tlu* afxne letter, we have diawn the 
attention of the Right liononrable the Go\eiut)r (Jiaieral of India to the ninth 
jiaragraph of the iiniuite reeordid by oiii Honourable President, under date 
the 2oth ]\ovemb(*r last, copy of wdiieb accompanied our despatch to your 
Honourable Comniitlee of the 31st iiltuno, in which the source is indicated 
fioniwhicli the whole of the useful improveinents meditated by the ^ Raja 
aie to be efi'eeted ; from which it will be perceived that no chance exists of 
the Raja entailing any future embariassinent upon his finances, in conse* 
quence of his Highness having undeilaken these measures of general improve- 
ment and benefit. 

We have, &e. 

(Signed) 


Bombay (Justlo, 
2t)th .lunuarv 1H40. 


J. R. (’aunac, 

.1. F vitisii, 

(i. W. A \ j)i usow. 
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EXTRACT SECRET LETTER FROM BOMBAY, 

Dated 28^A February ^ No* 9 of 1840. 

1. Ou^last despatch to your Honourable Comniittec, regarding the affairs 
of J^attara, is dated the 29th ultimo. No. 3 ; we now do ourselves the lionoiir 
of transmitting herewith extracts from the subsequent proceedings of this 
Government on the same subject. 

2. From Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans’s despatch, dated the 17th January, No. 
5, your Honourable Committee will perceive that, the cx-Itaja of Sattara 
reached Sangy on the 11th ultimo, on the road between Dhoolia and Mhow, 
oid the Sindwa Ghat. 

3. Ill his des])atch dated the 27th January, No. 10, Lioutcnant-ColoncI 
Ovans reports that the ex-Raja’s camp was expected to rcacli INlundle^sir, 
on the 21st ultimo. 

4. As the Resident at Indore, in a letter to the address of Lit utiniant 
Ciistall, agent with the cx-Raja of Sattara, forming an enclosure to Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Ovans\s despatch dated the 2Hth January, JNo. 11, represented 
that it would be very ob|ectionable for the ex-Raja with his uumeious 
followers to take up their qiiaiters in the IVlhow cantonment, it was deter- 
mined that he should ])rocecd hy the direct road from IVIundleysir towards 
Sangur, which station he was expected to reach on or about the I Hth instant. 

5. The arrival of the ox-Raja at Sunrolc, on the 25ili ultimo, is n‘j)orted m 
the dc'^iateh from the Resident at Sattara, dated the 3(1 instant, No. 13. 

(>. h>om Lieutenant-Colonel Ovaiis's despatch, dated the 4th instant. No. 15, 
yoin IJonouiable Committee w'lll perceive, that Balia Sahib Seiiaputti^e, llie 
confidant of the ex-Ha, and the active particijiator in his various intrigues, 
died near ZiJlore on the 27tli ultimo, en loutc to Benares. 

7. The deceased ha\iiii» sioaificd his wish to acc‘ompany the ex-Uaja to 
IknaKs, he was permitted to do so by Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans, undei the 
authority conveyed to that oftieer, m the eighth paragraph ol our l\>litical 
SeeietaryV letUr, dated the 21st Nuvembci last, a copy ol whali was 
lorwaided for the information of joui Ilououiablc Committee, with our letter, 
dated the 3ist of the same month. No. 134. 

8. Wo beg to refer your ITonourable (^ommittee to Lieutenant-Colonel 
Ovans’s letter, dated the 5th iiislant. No. !(>, and to its enclosure, bung 
tianslation of \\.\uad received lioni “ Dmkur Row Mohiteh,’' praying to be 
permitted to join the ex-Raja of Sattara at Benaies. 

9. It will be in the lecolleclion of your ITonourable Committee, that this 
person was dcejily implu'ated iii the mtiigues carried on at Sattaia by the 
ex-Raja, and was in consequence jdaced in confinement by the liritish 
Government ; but on the deposition ol the ex-Raja, a pardon was granted to 
him, in common with all the otlu*r participators in these gmlty dt^sigus, and 
he was set at large, as reported to your Honourable Commitlce in our 
despatch dated the 7th of October, No. 114 of 1839. 

10. Since that time, Diiikur Row IVloliitch has been living (|ui(‘tly at the 
village ot (lowey, near Sattara; and Ins Highness the Raja had detenniiu d, 
in consequence of the reduced state of his circumstances, to gi\e him an 
allowance for his support ; but as he wishes to leave Sattara, we ba\c j)cr- 
mitted him to do so, and nave authorized Liculcnaut-Colonel O vans ‘to lurnish 
that individual with a passprut explaining wdio he is. 

11. With reference to the fifth paragraph of our despatch dated the 29th 
ultimo. No. 3,' regarding the claims advanced by the cx-Raja to the money 
found in deposit lu the Sattara Treasury, and to jewels and other property 
claimed by him, wc beg to draw your Honourable Committee’s attentibn to 

* Lieut onant- 
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Lieutenant-Colonel OVans’s communication, dated the 3tl Februa^p^^, 

from wlncli it will be seen that the property in question has been duly t»'?ns- 

ct Lritir liom fctTcd to liis Ilighuess the jnescnl llaja of Sattara. 


SAT! AKA 
PAPEliS. 


nomba^, 
28 Fcb.1840. 


We ha\e, t\e. 


Bombay ('astl(\ 
28th February Is 10. 


(Signed; J. R. Carnac , . 

Til IS. ]\1‘M AIION, 
J. Fauisii, 

(t. W . A\ DLUSO\. 


cct T.atcr from SECllET LETTER FROM BOMBAV, 

ISombay. 

iO April l«tO i^40. 

1. Our la^'t despatch to the ITononrabh* the Secret (^oramittee, ri i»diflinu 
the aihins of Sattara. is dalid the 2Sth February last, No. J), and, agu'e«d)l\ 1(v 
tile intuition expiesstd in the last ])aragiajih tlieieof, we now doouiseivch tin 
lionour of transiniltini; to \our Honourable ( ’ourt t‘\traets from tin subse- 
(juent j»i()C(‘edings of this (iovernmeiit, on the same subject. 

o^iLss oi tbccx- 2. Jn tlu* TjUi ])ara<;ia])h of our dc'spateh ab(>\e alluded to, we statc'd that 

jjjah journey to- eaiiip of tli(' ex-Uniii of Sattaia had ariivcd at Suniole, cai thr 2oth 
"aril's Uunaieh, and r i ^ ^ ^ D 

iinival af that J^tnuaiy last, en route to Benares. 

d. In his despatch dated the 27th Feliiuary last, No. 2/i, la< iihnant 
Colom I 0\aus lepoits that the e\-Ha)a\s eampw^as at (*han^pooi/m tut I4lh 
of that inonth, and that it had halted there in coiise(|nen(‘(‘ of a scmw rc at eidi nl 
wliieh had ha[)pencd on the same day to ^"eswMint Rao fioopir, tlie son-in- 
law of the ex-Raja, by the bur^sting of a mateblock witli which lu was shoot- 
im* at some object in a lank, close* to the i neampinc nt. 1'wo wounds mflieteft 
111 the Jioad wc'ie dielared to be of a most dangerous nature, but we aie 
happy to rcpoit that we hu\e been siibs(*i)ueutly miormed that the joime 
man has lecuvered iron) tlie c tic els ol tins serious accident. 


4. From Lie utc‘nant-C‘oloncl ()\aiis’s despaiehes noted in the inaVi’iii/ >our 
llonoinable Couit wall iKieeive that the camp of the ex-Rapa reached tin 
following stages on the dates meiitioiud opjiosite c aeh, namely -- 
Snut;oi ... ... ... ... iOtii Feliruaiy, 

lluidoMarali ... ... ... 1st Mai(‘*» 

Revvah ... ... ... ••• 11th Dilte 

^lirxapooi ... ... ... ... 2 1 st Hittc 


5. Th<‘ aiiiMd ol the* ex- Raja and suite at B<^narcs on ine 25th ultimo, 
is upoited in Lu iitenaut-Coloncl ()\ans’s desp*atcli dated the (ith instant. 
No. 124, and fiom its aeeoinpanjuumt, being copy of a communication fiom 
Licuteaiant (histall. Agent with the cx-Raja, it wdll be seen that that ofhcei 
has leecived instnu-tioiis iiom the (iovermnent of India to make o\cr charge 
of the e\-lLa)a to Captain ('arpenler, at Benares, and then to consider him- 
self at liberty to return to his owai Presidency. 


l.ic-utunant ('iis- C, We have leeiuested the Resiehnl at Satlara to inform Lieutenant 
Alt called '^1^" Cristall that, in llie e vent of his having kejil any notes of his journey, (iovern- 
inent is desirous of being furmslu'd with a detailed account of his loiile from 
Mill Sattara to Suttara to BcMiaTcs, aeeompameel by remarks on the state of the roads, and 
■rtarcb. the facilities met with lu obtaining carnage, and supplies at the ditferciit 

stages. 


luhmtcimunCMut- 
BhCittce, Wssa- 


7. W'c bee to lefer your Honourable Court to Lieutenant-Colonel Ovans’s 

fc^Venlaefch^ Sbpl ^^Rt*r dated the 2()th February last, No. 24, and to its enclosure, being tians- 
‘ 7 , and Yaswunt lation of a conimtnncation from his Highness, tlie present Raja of Sattara, on 
‘ “Julhar piT* ^ the 

tf occcA ^ 

■' * ad March, No,27 ; 14th Ditto, No 99 , 24.th Ditto, No 109, 4tli Ditto, No. 18.1, of l^ilO 
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the^ siij)j jltt of three yack received by his Highness from Chintamun Cliitko 
Bhjfttey', Wissajee Venktesh Shevrey, and Yeswunt Rao Mulhar, requesting 
permission to proceed on a pilgrimage to lienares. 

• 

8. Lieu4jnant*Colonel Ovaus states, that these three inclividnals, who are 
familiarly known as Bliintopunt Bhattey, Wissajee Punt Shevrey, and Bahajee 
Chitnavees (the yownger l)rot.her of Bulwimt Row Chinavees), were latterly 
the confidential advisers of the ex-Raja of Sattara, in all his iuivigues. aiid 
that consequently, his Highness the present Raja, is anxious to ascertain the 
opinion of the British Cirovernnient regarding their ap])iication, although his 
Ilighness liiniself has no objection to acceding to their wishes. 

0. Ill reply, we have informed the Resident at Sattara, tliat, as there 
appears to exist no objection, to a compliance with tlie request preiV rred Ijy the 
three individuals in question, they may be permitted to })roceed to Benares. 

10. We take this opportunity of informing your Honourable Court, that 
a bund or body of plunderers Iras recently assembled within the Sattara terri- 
tory ; ivc are as yet uninformed of tlie ])articiilars of its ibrrnatien, or the objects 
which th.e ])rirties luul in view. An itupiiry is, however, in progress, and we 
shall hereafter have the honour of submitting a full report on tiie subject for 
the information of your Honourable Court. 

1 1 . The assemblage of this bund was first brought to the notice of our 
lb*csident, and we are liappy to state that under his instructions, coiumuni- 
ealcd tlr(nigh the Resident,^ the bund was easily dispersed by his Highness 
<lie Raja’s own troops, without any aid being required from the British 
( iovernment, and that about seventy-five of tlic insurgents, including ttie 
supposed leader, caHing liimself Chuttoor Sing, have been apprehended. \Vc 
miiu'X copy of a proclaination, wliieli has come into our possession, which is 
Jiileged to have been issued by the imiiostor Chuttoor Sing, on his raising the 
stamlard of rebellion, at a place called Kurrar Pette, wdtliiii ilie Sattara terri- 
tt>iy . 

12. fii the mean time, in consequence of the exaggerated reports (as they 
uft!;rwards appeared) wliich were retn ived at tiic Presidency, from tlie Magis- 
trate at Rutnaglieery of t!u^ formidable nature ol’ this rising, and tlse. alarm it 
liad created, we ^^ere induc(al, as a measure of precaution, to send a dotach- 
ineiit of ITjO Native Infantry, in the Iltmourabic Company's steamer ////gA 
Ab/r/.v////, to Sungumeshwaiy and a dctacliment qf 100 Native. Infantry was 
likewise dispat< ^ from lielgaum, l)y the civil author<ty in charge of th«'it 
district, to aid i'- .storing tran([uillity. 

i 

13. We are h however, to state that the services of neither of these 

detaclinients were found l ecessaiy, the Raja, as above staled, having r)efore 
their arrival succeeded in dispersing the insurgents ; tliey will therefore be 
recalled. But your Honourable Court will not fail to observe in tins instance, 
another practical ])roof of the value of our steamers, in eiiabiing tlic (.*overn- 
inent to transport with expedition, troop.s to a distance whenever l.lie peace of 
the country may be endangered, the Ilu^h JAmhaa having conveyed the 
detachment to Zygliiir and returned to Bombay in the slioit space ol three 
days. 

We have, &c., 

Bombay Castle, (Signed) J. Farish, 

30th April 1840. G. W. Axdkrson. 


SATTARA 
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30 April 1840. ; 
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SATTAUA SEC’RET LETTER FROM THE GOVERNOR GENERA!.. 

PAPEUS. 

^ — 7 Dated 13^// January ^ No. 3, 1840. 

Secret Letter ^ 

ronlinuatiou of the subject of my despatch No. 42, dated 7tli Noveiiil)er 
iSJan. 1840. hist, I have the honour to transmit for tlic inforrnalion of your HonourahleCJom- 
• mittco, the Ci)py of a letter addressed by me to the Government of IJombiiy, 

relative to the measures adopted by tlie jnesciit llaja since his installation. I 
have no doubt that all the previous correspondence on this subject will already 
have been communicated to your Honourable Committee by that Government, 
and tlius it will have been gratifying to your Honourable (committee to ubseive 
the liheral spirit with which his llighness appears to be actuated in those mea- 
sures of improvement and general utility which have distinguished the com- 
mencement of his reign. It augurs well for his future good govcriimeiit ol 
the country, and I trust that the liberality of his disposition may be so tem- 
pered by sound judgment and a correct caiciilatiun of his income, as may keep 
his finances secure from any risk of future embarrassment. 


Camp at Gwalior, 

13th January, No. 3,1840. 


(Signed) Accki \m). 


"(Mirt of Directors, 
*0 Aug. 1840. 

V 

5 


AT A COURT OF DIRECTOKS, 
Held OH WedHcsday tiu 2C/// Ak^uU 1840. 


Paragraphs for Bombay in the Political Department regarding the aflairsof 
Sattara, which wore laid before the Court on the 19th inst., being read, it Wtis 
moved, 

“ That this Court approve the said paragraphs/' 

Whereupon it was proposed to amend the motion by leaving out all the words 
after the word “ That,” for the purpose of substituting the following : 

“ The paragraphs be recommitted, and m the mean time, that the f'oiiit 
“ adopt measures for obtaining the opinion of counsel on the legal claims ol 
“ the ex-Raja on the property alluded to.” 

And tlie cpiestion, that the words proposed to be left out stand pait ol’ the 
question, being put to the ballot, the same passed in the affirmative. 

It was then proposed, and, on the question resolved, to amend the question 
by adding to it the words, ‘‘ Omitting the words, and being, in fact, incousisteiit 
* “ with the nature of an absolute monarchy.” 


-^xtrtict Political 
•"^bcstpatch to the 
^5j([}overninent of 
Bombay, 
Sept. 1840. 


EXTRACT POLITICAL DESPATCH TO THE GOVERNMENT OF 

BOMBAY, 

Dated 2d September ^ No. IG, 1840. 

1. We now reply to the communications noted in the margin, relating to 
the affairs of Sattara.* 


2. We regret to learn the death of Balia Sahib Senaputtce, while accom 
panying the ex-Raja on his way to Benares. ^ 

’ § Secret letters dated 29th January (No. S), 2Hth February (No. 9), 1840. Political letter, dated 

i • 30th April (No. 13) 1840. Secret letter from Go- emor General, dated 13th Jaiiuar/(No. 3) 1840. 
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8.^ Wc'^fcannot pass without an expression of our serious displeasure, the fol- 
lowing' statement by Lieutenant Cristall, the officer in charge of the ex- Raja. 

“ He (the Senaputtee) had been unwell it appears a few hours before 
“•leaving our last ground, but I received no intelligence of his illness until 
“ yesterday mid-day, when several of the Raja’s people waited on me, 
“ requesting a halt, as the Senaputtee was in so dangerous a state that he 
“ could not be mdved. I gave a denial to the reqaent^ imagining it only an 
“ excuse for loitering on the road, knowing by experience how great is their 
“ dislike to our system of continuing the journey on which we are bound. 
“ The tents, &c., which are daily sent in advance, were accordingly dispatched, 
“ but at three o’clock p.m., the Carcoons and others of the ex-Raja’s people 
“ came to me with the news of the Senaputtee’s death.” 

4. We infer from the statement respecting the tents, that both the first 
intimation to Lieutenant Cristall of the Senaputtee’s illness, and his subse- 
quent death, occurred during the usual mid-day halt, and that consequently 
the fatal event was in no degree accelerated by Lieutenant Cristall’s rejection 
of tlie request made to him. It moreover appears, from his subsequent expla- 
nations, that on the first information he received that the illness was dangerous, 
he otl’ered the aid of the medical officer in charge of the detachment (who was 
not actually present, but was to rejoin the camp the same evening), which, 
however, was declined. Nevertheless, we cannot consider Lieutenant Cristall 
to have been justified in taking for granted that the representation of the 
Senaputtee’s unfitness to travel was without foundation. In the absence of 
the medical officer he ought either to have consented to the halt, or to have 
requestAl a personal interview with the patient, and formed his judgment 
thereupon. 

5. \Ve desire that the sentiments we have expressed may be communi- 
cated to Lieutenant Cristall. 

(I. We approve the allovvanceof 1,20,000 rupees per year, which has been 
made for the ex-Raja’s support, Wc think that his claim to the treasure and 
jewels in the palace, as private property distinct from the property of the state, 
was untenable, such a distinction not being ordinarily recognized in Native 
states. Tile property has, therefore, been rightly adjudged to the present 
Kaju, with the exception of jewels, of the value of about two lacs, which had 
been actually carried away by the ex-Raja and his ranees, and which they 
have very properly been allowed to retain. 

We are 

Your loving friends, 

(Signed) W. B. Bayley, 

London, G.Lyall,‘ 

2d September 1840. &c. &c. &c. 


AT A COURT OF DIRECTORS, 

Held on Wednesday y the 2d September 1840, 

John Shepherd, Esq., a Member of this Court, delivered in a Dissent from 
the Court’s Resolution of the 26tli ultimo, approving the proposed paragraphs 
to India in the Political Department, regarding the affairs of Sattura: the 
same was read. 

DISSENT. 

It is with painful feelings that I record my dissent from the resolution of 
the Court, approving of the despatch (draft 5i>3) in the Political Department 
on the affairs of Sattura. 

Five months have elapsed since wc received the official accounts the 
confiscation of the ex-Raja’s property, and the transfer of it to, his brother. 
The delay that has taken place in noticing 'h an important proceedin^^ 


SATTAR 

PAPER 

Copy Polftl- 
Despatch to 
Governmen- 
Bombay: 
Sept. 


Court of Direct 
2 Sept. 


Dissents'; 
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SATTARA had induced me to hope that the authorities in this country were hesrtatin^'as 

y' to the propriety of confirminir it. I trusted, at alT events, that, upon a 

of Directors, of sucii moment, involving the rights of individuals iii property to a 

ll 2 .Sept, 1840. ' large amount, and in which the East-lndia Comj'.any are parties concerned, 
i Dis^t. tlie Court v^'^ould not have been called upon to decide, without first having 
the advantage of the opinions of their law officers with respect to tlu; legal 
claims of the ex-Raja of Sattava. 

This course apjiearcd to me to be the more necessary, from wdiat had 
occurred at Bomhay, where a t[ucstion respecting a sliip belonging to the ex- 
Raja had been sul>niittcd by the Government for the o])iniou of the Advocate- 
General, whose decision, if right as regards the ship, must apply with equal 
force to the Raja's treasure, jewels, and other property. 

Appa Stihil), the successor to the throne, had put forward his claim to the 
ship as belonging to the State of Sattara : the Advocate-General, in his written 
o|)iiiion, states that the present Raja of Sattara (c/:. A|)i)a Sahib) “ has no 
^Mnterest whatever in this vessel; there is no sucii thing,'' he goes on to 
say, “ as state i>roperty in a country ruled over by an absolute prince, unless 
“ religious edifices may be so considered.” He then proceeds to justify this 
opinion, by quoting jjart of Lord Tenterden's argument Nvlien giving judgment 
in the case of the East-lndia Company z;cr.s7/.vAmerchnnd, the Poona bankers. 
His Lordsliij) stated, that he had the coneurrence of tlie other Lorils of the 
’ Council, in saying, that when you are s|>eaking of tlie projierty of an 

** absolute sovereign, t^cre is no pretence for drawing a distinction ; tlie wlnde 
“ of it belongs to him as sovereign, and he can dispose of it I'or his public or 
“ private purposes in wdiatevcr manner he inay think proper.” The Ai’rocatc- 
General also states, tluU unless the British Government at the time of 
“ dethroning the late Raja of Sattara. distinctly made oviu* all his pro]>ertv 
“ and effects to the present ruler, or unless they have done so since, no interest 
in tlie vessel in (|uestioii has by any net become vested in his Highness. 
Undoubtedly it was comjietent to the British Ge.venmumt to do this, or 
“ even to confiscate to their own use ail the propiTty of the ex-K:i.ja, hut 
they have forborne to do the latter, and havo^ not yet done tlie fornu'r.” 
Thus it would appear, that while the Advoeate-Ckmeral admits the po\M‘i* of 
Government to (‘onfiscale, lie acknowledges the kgaiily of tlie rdnim of the 
ex-RaJa ; the power of the (lovernmenl in such a ease, he says, “ Itas no 
“ limit heyond its own sense of humanity and wist.ioni.'’ 

At tliis period, the 7th November, two months after tln^ deposition rjf tJic 
Raja, it would appear that no steps had been taken for tlie confiscation of the 
jiroperly. Not only was thiae no allusion to sucii a moasnie of pniiislMucnt in 
the proclamation of the dth September, but, on the contrary, a ft -w days previ- 
ously, a distinct pledge was given by tlie Governor of Bombay, under his 
own hand, dated the oOtli August 1839,*lliat on llie Raja’s peacealile submis- 
sion, ail pro|)erty behmging to him /joud private, and not appertaining to 
the state, sliouhl not be interfered with ; and furtlKs*, that the Raja was to 
be treated as an oiijecL of sympatliy, not juinishincnt. 

Here we have professions at least of the humanity and wisdom, which the ' 
Advocat«*-( Jeneral suggests as the limit to the Governmenl’s power. 

Tlie Raja did submit peaceably ; and confiding in the assurances conveyed 
to him thnaigh the Resident, he left in the palace tlie whole of his treasure, 
and other property, with the exception of the jewels belonging to his two 
ranees, estimated at the value of two lacs, which they were permitted to take 

with 

• Extract letter from Sir J, II, Carnac, Governor of Bombay, to Lieutenant- Colonel Ovans, Resi- 
dent at Sattara, dated 30th August J830: — 

^‘8. You will be cartful to provide in the most effectual manner for the personal comfort and 
“ ^nyenience of the Uaja and his family, and to rerjuire the Sattara (Jovernment to furnisl) every- 
that may be necessary for their accommodation. /Jc is, in ^fact, to he regarded and treated 
“ 05 an ohject of s^mpoth^, and not of punishments You will inform him that he will be permitted 
“ to reside within the Honourable Company’s territories at such place as may be selected by the 

** Rig^t Honourable the Goverimr General of India, and that an annual allowance will be assigned 
P “ from the Sattara revenues for the support and respectability of himself and those members of his 
I t ** family who iriay clioosc? to aecorapai^ him. Further, that all property belonging to him bondjide 
« priotUef tmd nof appertaining toJ'Y st^te, uwV/, on his peaceable submission, not be interfered withf 
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with them, and which the Court state that they were, very properly allowed S ATTAR 

to retam. "" • PAPERS 

The. melancholy result of the Govenimcnt's professions, and the Raja’s ofDirG 
confidence, has been the confiscation and transfer of the whole of his property 2 Sept, 1$ 
\o his successor. Disseoi 

The Court take no notice of any of these details, the despatch, as it now • 
sttmds, simply approves of the rejection of the ex-Raja’s claim, as being one 
‘Miot ordinarily rcKiogniscd in Native States/’ and that therefore, the property 
has been rightly adjudged to the present Raja. 

I am not prepared from personal knowledge to controvert what is here 
alleged to be the ordinary usage in Native States, but the result of my in- 
cpiirics of gentlemen who have filled high and responsible situations in India 
iiiidtr the Company, justifies rue in questioning it; certain lam, however, 
that no such usage can be established without resolving itself into an act of 
oppression and spoliation, — the simple iiriiuiples of justice cannot be de- 
stroyed by any ])reccdent whateve r. The Raja was to be treated “ as an 
“ object of sympathy, not of punishment.” lie received also the pledge, of 
the < lovernor, that his private property should not be interfered witli , can 
any usage or precedent justil'y the breach of this promise ? 

Jbit return to the ground assumed by the Bombay (lovernment, lliat the 
whole of the pro|)erty was State pro])erty. Had, then, the Raja no private 
properly whatever ? 

1 have (jiiolcd the Advocate Generars opinion on that point, and T would 
now request particular attention to tlie Resident of Saltara s letter dated the 
28tli September 1830, which states there w^ere about seven lacs of rupees in 
hard cash, and about seven or eight lacs’ worth of jewels and other Valuables 
in the ^alac*e. In the eleventh jiaragraph of iiis letter he says, “ the whole 
of this property is claimed by the cx-Raja, but Appa Sahib Maharaj (his 
“• successor J inaici tains, tluit about five or six lacs of the money is State pro- 
])crty, and private property belonging to him, and also about two lacs’ worth 
ol‘ jewels, and LfuU the remainder only bclong.s to the ex-llqja and the ladies of 
his familijy 

Here we have the express admission of the validity of the ex-Raja’s claims 
from the party most interested in opjiosing them. He who was to be the 
possessor of all the jiroperty that could be designated State property, reluct- 
antly admits*^ that the remainder,” amounting to about two lacs of hard cash, 
and six Jacs’ worth of jewels, belonged to the cx-Raja, and the ladies of his 
family. 

It is scarcely necessary to dwell longer on this point. Colonel Ovans, the 
Resident of Sattara, to whose letter I have been alluding, forwards along with 
it two yads from the ex-Haja, in which is enumerated the various articles of 
property us [)ei* margin.* 

From 


* Extract substance nf four accompaniments to two yacU from the ex>Raja of Sattara, under date 
the J4th September 1839; — 

2. The money value of the buildings, ivc., which are here, should 
* come to ... ... ... ... ... ... ... Ks. 4,77,o09 


3.. The expenses incurretl Ibr the gardens 

4. For the building ol' the Fung Mahal ... 

5. Glass furniture ... 

Chariots, buggies, ^c. ... 

7. Looking-glasses... 

8. Four guns belonging to Kliasgii, with tlieir bullocks 


78,400 
• 5,(»00 
1,00,000 
27,200 
!,(>;>, 200 
24.000 


0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 


Fs. 8,75,300 0 O 

The other items to be sold by auction, and their money value to he received, arc — 

1. The herd of cattle 

2. TJic flock of sheep and goats. 

3. After stating such number of the cattle at Sattara as may be reqv',)i!^^ the **est is to be 

sold. ^ 

4. Sheries, 5 gardens, and the bullocks belonging to the gardens. ^ 

5. Four Ambarces, the apparatus of palkeeii pato (stools), vessels, wooden w‘are, devaras 

(frames for idols), choruiigs (sqtiarc stools), cliowpolas (swinging scats),* 'chairs, 
couches, cupboards, the apparatus appertaining to elephants and horses, and the 
iron and other stock belonging to the Uotec are to be sold by auction. • 

5 H ^ Memorandum^ 
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SAHARA From the general tenor of tbe Resident’s letter, in which he desciibq^ fn 
:|':yj ^ER S. paragraphs, seven and eight, the manner in which the ex-Raja bad'accumn- 
Directors his savings, viz., by appropriating a stated sum for the private expense 

I84i0. of himself and family, and laying aside the balance which he either allowed 
jvC Disitent. ‘ to accumulate, or expended in jewels, it is evident that the Resident expected 
' that some iriquiry would be instituted as to what portion was, and. what was 

not, the private property of the ex-Haja. 

In the sixteenth paragraph of his letter ho says, “ should the principle be 
V admitted by tlie Clovernnient, it must then be ascertained by reference to 
** the account'"'. First, What money or j)roi)crty had been bonA fide saved 
out of the family aMowauces ; and secondly. What portion of this actually 
** belongs to the ex-Raja, and what portion of it to his brother 

There can be no question, indeed, but that the treasure and jewels found in 
the j>alace were the fruits of t!ie ecoiioinical inanageinent of the Tlaja's re- 


sources. 


Liilikc the generality ol Nalive princes, he ha<.l governed iiis people with 
pruderice and nu)dcratior«, and rcj>trriiiit.il his own (avpenses within the liiuits of 
his income. 

TJie ilou'jbay (rovenni'ent decided, ln>\vever, on the 25th Noveiuix r. lluir 
the ex-Iiaja’s ciainis were inadjnissible, tiiat the pro'an ly should b<' over 

to the present U a ja., and t!;at the e>:-RaJ:.i be informed that tiiv* i-em ion of one 
lac and Iwenly thousand rupees is assigned to luru'^ed* luul liis famiiv in satis- 
faction of ail demands wliatcver on the Government o!' Ha.Uario 

This decision was referred to the Governor Generid of India, who replied, 
on the IPth December, “ tlmt j;c has no objeclion to offer 1u the decision of ihc 
Hon. tlie Governor of Ronibay, with resjicct to the |»n)|)crty claiiued by tiie 
ex-Raja/' 

Such is likely to be the climax of the nuiiappy Raja’s fate, — a prince 
who had been for many years, rmd uj) to a very laU> period, tlie de- 
serving object of the (vourt’s and the Governments l>ighest favour and admi- 
ration. 

Stripped 


Memorandum of Property in J)eposil in the Palace : — 

Total amount fir^^t fortJicuniing as per Muhratta statement, No. (>0 Its. 7,73,791 

From thi5 the follorning sums were taken out: — 

By the ex-Iiaja to .Niinb ... ... 

By the Ranee to Ninib... 

Expended by tVie Rance at Sattara 
Expciisca of the diHcrent Kurkhanas at Sattara 
Taken by Kessoweoii tor expenses 


7 C 


Rs. 32,.500 0 0 
29,811 G 0 
1,000 0 0 
2,369 13 0 

27.269 0 0 


Received from diflerent ..persons in Sattara to whotu advances were 
made 

Total amount in cash now in deposit in the palace ... 

Due from Rajarani and Hurydass ofSattara 

Amount claimed Iroiu Kasseedars Aimundrara., of Ikiona, Gomasta 
ofDryaram Atmarani 


Tile jewels and valuables, including clothes iii deposit, as per 
Mitbratta statement No. 75, estimated at 

But of these there arc several on AvliieJi no v.ilualiou has 
taken place. 

The jewels, &x., taken to Nirab by the ox-UaJa as per Xlalirutta 
statement No, 75 ... ... ... ... ... ... 

TSic jcwpls, &c., taken to Nimbby t)><; nvo ilauees ..j o entered into \ 

Ni^^hrutt.'! statements Nos. 40 and 51 ... ... ... T 

EstinmBt! value of the jcw'els recovcreil from Rajararn and Hurry- 
of Sattara, asperH, H.’s yad No- 91, under date 13th 
‘ i?6verabe^ 1839 

Total c.^timated value of jewels, valuable.^, &c., exclusive tjftliosc on 
^ivvhich no valuation has been placed ... ... ... I* 


92,950 

0,80,841 


7,000 0 0 


6,87,841 

4 

6 

25,000 

0 

0 

31,000 

0 

0 

. 7,43,8(W 

4 

6 

3,11,267 

1 

S 

47,868 

1 

0 

Suppo.sed 

to 

be 

about lacs 

.'■>7,00(> 

0 

0 

.4,16,135 

2 
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Sinp^)cd ol Ins I I and his property, he is now tho.dcgiaded pensioner of 
tint bio1h( r who a^isUtl in his overthrow, P APBR gf 

If il was an ob)ictoi policy to depmc him of his thione, that ob)eot had CouriofD»^ 
been ac c omplish< d , lus rciusai to acknowledge himself guilty of tieachciy, and 2 Sept* iZto 
^o siL^nthe conditions prtsciibed by the (loveruintnt could not possibly justify 
the conhscationof his ]>io])eity 

*t IS inipos^ibb to (om{uc tliitai\ add tion il Si( mny obtained by this 
(\luineni( isine el u\cut\ Ihc possession oi loin oi li\t lus of rupees 
(U) Ol 5O,00()pounds)c ouldnot undci him (Un^i ions to tin wt inim nt, placed 
as he IS under the sun illin < ol oui iiithuiilK'* f Ihinu unuv hundred 
miksdi''tant lioni Ins ow n ( oniitr\ Ibitcscn t ns obp h n uliinttnu* it to 
1) one, rn^lit liav been obn ltd b> tiu <if\tinmcnt Klumn^hi jn hhiIv 
I t tIu usu il 1 it( ol inku t in U n t \ n I ni * !< i tl c I i n lit 1 Inn il uul 
i li 1\ 

I o in thcT foii , It jppi I ll n » u < i tt n iiul li nisfi i < 1 i i j lo 

]> it^ <o iIk I r -HLUt I' j I ] in it i I j h i H tc ' < u tin i uh H i »t 
Pin c 1 1 w II n (I l)> > ( d 1 ih \ 1 1 t A 1 fn l< td i t* ( d n 

ol i pi i( un i o] lu n ( i ui ^ ( n< th n 1 <. ict ill il lh It !i 
tio 1 < i ( ui ^ (OM Mil u it II lU 3 t(j ill oiii nnjc(t ti l i | ^ >ii 
ol tin j j ri li Id b il in ind Mi \ shill bcdiouvcdol u by tiu jiil, 

JUi 1 t f ( (iin ( i in lit iin<> lu < i< n \ 

II 1 iuiunted tli t l m i i isuu <1 hi dtposd iiioic i’ plvdo 1 laini nt 

tin i\ itt 1 (it It Is llu ^ic it purogum of tiu llonu \inhoiilus 

to hold llu il d u Cl* )ii I 0 tween oui L( e il Ixovi innunis ind tiu jSatms 
ol Indii lltinox * li i nt k '-m iu ol action tluj cm u vit w with ebs- 

j) is I null c lh mss ( i v tin i i i I in vcm nl ot tiu ictois, uid whibl tlK> 

ill 1) lAd to ati( id Auv jn » I I siqipuit to then own sci\mt> li is equally 

thin si#u(l clutv to I i<1( 1 0 11 iN ilivc subpets uul to withhold then sanc- 

tum lio Si u ts ( I j n in incl i justice 

hiiuf 1 liiAc III! ti h nout of i si it in tl c Dncction it his been the 

usu d jnuti < ot t t u,t to cvhibit tlicii poAAcis jiiiuijiilly b^ ut** ol 

clcnuiicv md kill hi tt ilu "SitiAcsof Indii — would th it this tee liii^ h ul 
picdoiuiu itc d in tli < i i oi tiu helpless and unfoituniU K tj i ol Salt n i 
ills d 1(1 ihon hoAMAci se c ms to l)c now c onsumnnUd and coiinefUcJ is 
I nil with the ( ouil iliin is left to me but one cr nsol itoiy u flection uz , 
tint ol bun d)le to cIiswoav anj share in its present pux ecelni£>, 

(Signed"* Jou\ Si£xiiiiuj> 

1 ist Indi 1 Hous 

2<)th u^ust Is 10 


1 r I 1 Ly I 1 c X s 

] 1 t> li i e 


C r lux '*tret 





